jbw153: Hi everyone

Nii-Noi: Hi there

jbw153: Nii-Noi, you said you were from Ghana, correct?

Tsotne:

Hi, there is so much room in this chatroom. the Lobby's overcrowded

JenBarba:  hello, my name is Jen Barba, I'm part of the MBA Admissions team.  Looking forward to chatting this morining!

jainrish: Hello Jen

nikhil.samuel@gmail.com: Hi Jen.

jbw153: Hi Jen

jon.nuger: Hi Jen, thanks for talking with us

kwhsim: Hi Jen

Nii-Noi: Hi Kim, how do we start

niranjanagarwal@gmail.com: Hello everybody, this is Niranjan from Hyderabad, India

JenBarba:

I will be happy to asnwer questions for user's who have a name beginning from I-O

mayur00: Hello Jen

ksyoon80:  hello jen

naomi.eic1: Normal 0 false false false

jessica.ruppe@gmail.com:

How does the admissions office feel about students who want to obtain their MBA after recently graduating from undergraduate schooling? And is there a pre-MBA program prior to starting at Sloan for those who do not have a business background?

naomi.eic1: Good Morning Jen

JenBarba: jessica, thanks for your question.  We are interested in candidates for the MBA at all points in their careers.  we do have students who begin the mba right after undergrad, and some who have 15 years experience.  if you are a college senior studying in the US, we will waive your application fee.

jainrish: How relevant do you personally find the content of courses for today's business environment?

naomi.eic1: Does MIT place a larger weight on the quant section of the GMAT?

ickydime: How do you handle students coming in with various amounts of experience with business.  Do students with a background in Marketing get places in the same class as those with no experience or do you have a way to customize the curriculum?

jbw153: Have all R1 East Coast interview invites been sent out yet?  I've heard from a couple others from my city (DC) who received invites earlier this week, so I was wondering if there are still invites to be given (for DC).

JStandard: Good morning Jen, bright-eyed and bushy-tailed here from California. I came across a news item announcing a renewed partnership between the MIT and Harvard Career Services for the undergrad and graduate engineering students. Does this partnership extend between Sloan and HBS? As a follow-up, are there any major programs between or methods of collaboration between the two universities?

JenBarba: jainrish, we have 100's of electives. there are always new electives added to the list, and faculty memebers work toward keeping curriculum relevant to today's issues

JenBarba: naomi, we look at boht quant and verbal gmat scores.  

jainrish: Thanks Jen

mnstty:  How are the placements for international students?

vats14:  how receptive is the admissions board to admit students via the GRE?

lc.ccb:  hello Jen. I come from China Mainland. I have submitted my application in R1. When will the interview invition been sent out for us, who are in China Mainland. 

JenBarba: icky: we look for the strongest people who apply, no matter what their backgrounds, or work epc.  there are no quotas. 

niranjanagarwal@gmail.com: Is there a minimum cut-off for the GMAT score and is there any restriction on the maximum GMAT attempts?

JenBarba: jbw: some R1 invites have gone out, but only a few so far.  invites will continue to go out until the decision date

Nii-Noi: Hi Jen, what is the average GMATS score for MIT? it is fix or it depends on the performance of applicants for a particular year?

Lynnliu:  Hi Jen, I have one quesion, I am working in the risk management positiion in an investment bank. is there any previous admitted students who have the same background as me? 

naomi.eic1: What is MIT's take on reapplying?

JenBarba: jstandard: i'm actually not familiar with that.  I do no tbelieve this extends to MBA students, but i'll have to check on it.  emial mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu and we'll get you that answer

jessica.ruppe@gmail.com: Does MIT defer admission or do they only accept and reject for the year you apply?

JenBarba:

i'm going to do my best to get to everyone's questions, but please be patient.  i'm the only one in this room :-)

JStandard: Jen, thanks will do.

ickydime: In regards to the curriculum, can you customize the core business classes or does everyone take the same core courses no matter what their experience is?

ickydime: Thanks Jen. Good luck ;)

jainrish: Jen, how effective was the support of Career Development Center to find good job opportunities in challenging economic conditions?

JenBarba: mnstty: we have about 40% int'ls in our MBA class.  for post grad jobs, students are finding jobs in boht the US and outside.  placement rates are not calculated based on us/int'l students, just overall, and this year we were very successful.  

JenBarba: vats: we do accept gmat or gre, doesnt matter which test you take.

marinrobledo:  Hello Jen.  I would like to know what is the average GMAT of applicants (as opposed to students)=

JenBarba:

lc: interviews in Asia will take place in january.  intv invites will probably go out early january

JenBarba: niran, no minimum cut offs for anything

mnstty: Thanks Jen ! What is the industry experience like? Do we get to interact with companies while on the course?

niranjanagarwal@gmail.com: Thanks Jen :).

JenBarba: nii- check our website, we have very detailed breakdowns for gmat.  typically 80% range is 650-760

JenBarba: lynn, yes

vats14: will you be following the ets recommended GRE-GMAT conversion tool? What GRE score is considered safe?

marinrobledo: Ok, thanks!

JenBarba: naomi, we have a lot of re-apps.  and they do very well in our process. we ask all reapps to apply in round 1.

naomi.eic1: Ok, thank you.

JenBarba: jressica, we only defer admission for current college seniors.

jessica.ruppe@gmail.com: ok thank you

JenBarba: icky, everyone takes the same core classes, which is just the first semester, then after that you can pick the electives of your choice

ickydime: thanks

JenBarba: jain; i encourage you to read the employment report stats posted on our web.  our Career office is extremely involved in supporting students throughout both their intern and full time job searches.

JenBarba: marian, i dont know

jainrish: Thanks Jen!

markchenkeenan:

Hi Jen, thanks for taking the time to chat with us.  I know that MIT is expanding its focus on "Greater China." I am very interested in "China Lab," is there a seperate application process for that program beyond the typical class selection lottery?  Thank you.

jessica.ruppe@gmail.com: what do you think about recommendations from teachers, just one I mean?

Nii-Noi:

HI Jen, can I start the application process before my GMATS scores?

kwhsim: Hi Jen, how have the recent challenging market conditions affected career switchers from the class of 2009 and 2010 in their job search?  Were many of them able to switch careers, or did several of them end up returning to their previous job fields?

MRavic4ab4a:  How is the recruiting scene looking this year compared to last year?

ickydime: How accessible are alumni? Do they participate at the school either in the classroom or events?  Are students allowed to or encouraged to reach out to them?

JenBarba: mnstty; of course!  that's what our Lab classes are all about.  plus others.  we give our students a chance to interact with real companies via team projects and case studies.

JenBarba: vats: no

JenBarba: mark: no seperate app process for china lab. it's an elective and if you're intereste din taking it, you just sign up to take the class.

jbw153: Hi Jen - Can you offer any info on R1 invites?  I've heard from a couple others from my city (DC) who received invites earlier this week, so I was wondering if there are still invites to be given (for DC).

vats14: is there an active Indian student comunity?

JenBarba: jessica; recs from profs are generally only a good idea for current college students, or apps who have spent significant time doing research with that prof.  generally professional sources speak to the questions we're asking better.  but it's up to you.

JenBarba: nii- yes, but we will not consider your app complete until you've taken and submitted gmat scores, these need to be done by the app deadline

msarano: Jennifer, which opportunities does Sloan offer for non-engineer students to interact whether in projects or classes with the MIT engineering/tecnhologist community? 

mayur00: Jen, I am a R1 applicant from Texas eagerly awaiting the result. I was wondering if the interview invites were being sent out region-wise within the US

. If so, when do you anticipate sending invites to the SW region.

JStandard: Jen, I recently saw the announcement about Sloan’s partnership with HEC for a dual-degree offering with an MS in Management Science from Sloan and an MBA from HEC. Are there any programs that offer an MBA from Sloan and Master’s from an international University?

JenBarba: kwhsim: yes, we were still able to support career changers.  you can read aobu this online at our employment report http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/career/emp-report.php

kwhsim: Thanks Jen

JenBarba: mravic; we hear recruiting is stronger this year then last, but it's still very early to tell.

JenBarba: icky, yes alums are very accessable, and we have a mentor program where we pair students up with several alumni mentors to help them throughout thier time here.

vats14: wht kind of financing options will i have to fund my study?

mnstty: Jen is it possible to speak to a current student with similar career goals? 

JenBarba: jbw: we're still inviting people to interviews.  only the very first batch have gone out.  

jbw153: Thanks, Jen

Nii-Noi: Thank you Jen

JenBarba: vats: yes! of course.  we hav ea great club, southeast asia , super active, and great community here. 

http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/experience/clubs.php

jasonmancegordon: Jen. Will you defer acceptance for military? I'm in Iraq and won't know if i'll be home until we can finalize the election law over here.

JenBarba: msarano, you'll be able to take classes outside of sloan, up to 3 cna count toward your mba requirements.  also we have centers on campus to help you connect with eng and other students at mit.  leadership center, entrepreneurship center, etc.

Nii-Noi: Hi Jen, on funding, how do I qualify for scholarship? do I have to get a higher GMATS score?

JenBarba: mayur: round 1 invites have not all been sent out yet.  we are just beginning to invite r1 apps,  and invites will continue to go out throughout the end of january

msarano: Jen, thanks a lot

mayur00:

Thanks Jen

JenBarba: jstandarD: only a few.  this is through the new MSMS program.  

markchenkeenan: Thanks you Jen.  Could you please shed some light on the selection process for SIP programs.  Is there a limit to the amount of students who can work with a particular professor?  If so, is the selection process similar to the lottery?  

moshennik: Can you tell if this year is shaping up more competitive ( larger number of applications for R1 ) vs last year?

joshiadi: Hi, I am interested in the LGO program. Is there any particular skillset/ background that is desirable in an applicant? Thanks.

logan.suriano: Two questions, if I may: 1.) Are all courses offered for the M.Fin available to MBA students?  I am looking for the broader education that the MBA provides, but would still like to delve a bit deeper into quant. finance.  2.) What flexibility is there for course registrations outside of Sloan but still within MIT?  In recognize free time would likely be an issue, but I am curious about the possibility to further foreign language coursework?

JenBarba: vats: we offer a guranteed loan program thru the MIT Credit Union and also several other private loan options.  but all students are guaranteed this loan, no cosigner needed

Lynnliu: Hi Jen, I have little international exposures, would this be a disadvantage in the applicat

ion?

JenBarba: mnstty: the best way to connect with current students is via the club websites.  i posted the link above

msrinivasan: Hi Jen, does Sloan release interview invitations city-by-city, and are the interview questions geared towards weaknesses or holes in the application?  Thanks!

JenBarba:

jason, yes we cna make exceptions for members of the US military

naomi.eic1: When applying do we need to submit transcripts from abroad programs?

vats14: is the interview considered mandatory before an applicant cant b selected?

vats14: can*

JenBarba: nii: we have a lot of fellowhsips.  some are decided by the adcom and others are chosen by outside orgz's.  you do not need to do anythine extra to be considered, just check the boxes on the app that you qualify for.

JenBarba: mark: 

JenBarba:

SIP requires students to take 2 units of SIP credit each semester.  it's a bidding system same as registration for regular classes.

JenBarba: moshennik: it's to early to tell.  we do not know how many apps we'll get for R2, so we don't know yet how we compare to last year.

JenBarba: joshiad, yes LGO has som specific requirements.  ie:ug in engineering.  you should reach out to thier adcom specifically.  lgo@sloan.mit.edu

masmmiguel:  If an international student is invited for an interview, can he/she perform that interview in Cambridge and not in a hub city near home? If yes, is it difficult to schedule? Are there limitations?

ickydime: what percent of applicants get interviews?  Are interviews done by current alumni in the applicant's local city or by admissions at the school?

JenBarba: logan: no, not all mfin classes are open to mba's.  there are 3 core classes for mfin, and those are all for mfin only.  but you will see mfin students in some of your mba electives, they ahve access to some.  you are able to take up to 3 electives outside of sloan (anywhere at mit or harvard) and have htem count toward your mba requirements

roshanraman: Jen, I applied round 1 and have since been promoted. On of my recommenders has also been promoted. Are these events that are worth reporting to the admissions committee? If so, what is the process?

JenBarba: lynn, no of course not.  that's why you're ocming to get an mba, right? 

vipe146c5:

After admission to the standard MBA program, is it possible to speak with an advisor/counselor and apply to related programs (BEP, LGO)? If not, is it possible to speak with an advisor/counselor on which program will be best given my current career goals prior to applying?

JenBarba: msrin: we inivte people for interivews based on our travel schedule, but we do visit a number of cities more then once, and we may choose to invite you to Cambridge, if we can't fit everyone in a particular city into our scheudled time there.  so , don't worry.  we plan to send out intv invites up until Feb 1 (for round 1)

JenBarba: naomi: we only require a self reported transcript at the tine you apply.  but we will require official copys if you ar einvited for an intv

JenBarba: vats: yes, you must be interviewed in order to be admitted

JenBarba:

masmmiguel: yes

JenBarba: icky: intv's are only conducted by members of the adcom, we do not use alums.  we invite about 25% of apps for intv's

naomi.eic1: Can we read the letters of recommendation that our recommenders have submitted?  If so, can we decide to delete one we feel does not accurately represent us?

JenBarba: rosh: congrats on the promotion!!!  we would like to see info on that, please send a very brief email to adcom@sloan.mit.edu

jasonmancegordon:

Jen.  Will you conduct interview via video-conference (i.e. Skype).  I'd have a great deal of difficulty leaving Iraq for the Interview.

JenBarba: vipe: you can only apply to bep after being admitted to the MBA. for lgo yo uneed to apply by the dec 15.

gharios: Hi Jen - I would like to know if MIT has any specific program for student looking to go into family business after the MBA?

JenBarba: naomi, wow, i've never been asked that before.  we do ask if you've waived your rights to see the letters, but yoru recommender is responsible for submitting thier own letters.  

naomi.eic1: Well what if they are submitting electronically and I have not waived my rights?

mayur00: Jen, I am travelling to NY next week and was hoping to visit Sloan. Since there are no information sessions scheduled for next week I was wondering if it would be possible for me to meet any current students/adcom reps, during the visit. If so, how should I go a

mayur00: about it 

JenBarba: jason, don't worry.  we do phone interivews (or maybe skype?).  we are happy to accomodate our vets in iraq!

JenBarba:

gharios: no we do not have a specific program for family business owners, but many of our electives will be applicable

JenBarba: naomi, please send me a direct emial and i'll ansewr your questions

naomi.eic1: Ok, thank you again!

JenBarba: mayur: next week is final exams (M-W) then students are on winter break.  that's why there are no visitor programs set up.  you're welcome to still visit, but we cannot guarantee you'll be able to visit with current students.

JenBarba: i think i'm caught up.... more questions???

markchenkeenan:

Dear Jen, do you have words of advice for potential interview invitees?  Thank you.

justniky: Hello, I have a question about the essays.

kotarohama:

Thanks for your time today Jen. What would you consider to be the biggest differentiator between Sloan School MBA program and the other top MBA programs? 

justniky: Is it all right if my answers are more based on extracurricular activities

justniky: than on professional experience?

mayur00: Thank you Jen. 

JenBarba: mark: yes we have an interview prep guide we email with intv invites: it's a pdf that explains how we conduct interviews and more info on the BEI interview approach.

ickydime: My current employer is offering a package to encourage me to not go to grad school for 2 years.  If I am fortunate enough to get in and decline, is that looked upon negatively for when I apply again in 2 years (if i take his offer)?

naomi.eic1: Once accepted to the MBA program, if I was to apply to the BEP would I need to take the GRE?

JenBarba: kotaroh: we are a small program with a very flexible curriculum. we have a 1 semester core, all of our peer schools ahvea a 1 year core.  1 semester core allows for you to gain experience thru electives in areas you dont have prof. experience in, great for those looking to change careers.  

JenBarba: wow, sorry i have lots of typos today!

ADOSloan2010:  Hi Jen

JenBarba: justn: we are looking to learn about you thru your essays, they should tell stories about both prof and extracurricular experiences

ADOSloan2010: what percentage of applicnts are invited to interview

ADOSloan2010: and what percentage of people interviewed are ultimately offered admission

ADOSloan2010: ?

JenBarba: icky: it depends. we understand that you have to make the best choices for you, but we would ask that you apply during the app cycle you plan on attending.

justniky: Ok, thank you! Another question, I've just been asked to teach a computer science course next semester in the college where I graduated from. Should I mention future activities like this one?

TJ_india: jen: is there a reason why mit does not ask the career goals essay? is the cover letter expected to have it or is it becuase career goals are speculative and hence less imp?

JenBarba: naomi, no we can use your gmat

JenBarba: adosloan: about 25%

JenBarba: of the 25% invited to intv, about 13% are ultimately offered admission

JenBarba: just: yes!

ADOSloan2010:

wow

what is sloans class size

JenBarba: tj: because we don't really believe what you tell us when you talk about your goals, so why spend time analyzing something we know will change once you get here :-).  all of our questions are evidence based questions, asking only about your past experiences.

JenBarba: ado: sloan's mba class size is 350

richrobey: Hi Jen, is there any headcount per region in the admission?

vip4f1527:  Hi Jen, like many of the round 1 applicants, I'm anxiously awaiting the interview invitation.  Could you tell us how the order of the interview is decided: do people have the top scores (I know that you give every applicant an overall score) get interviewed the first and the borderline applicants get their invitation the last?

JenBarba: rich: I think you're in the wrong room :-)... this is the i-o room.  but there are no quotas for specific regions

ADOSloan2010: and about how many stuidents are in each course(i.e. number of students in org behavior class)

TJ_india: but in the cover letter u want to know why mit and why mba right? n isn't the goal supposed to answer that question?

markchenkeenan:

Hi Jen, could you briefly tell us about some of the facilities in the new E63 building, thank you.

JenBarba: vip... you too! wrong room :).  htere is no order for intv invites.  we send them out as we read, so invites will continue to go out thru the end of jan

JenBarba: ado:  wow... you guys are al lin the wrong room :).  # of students in each class vaires.  during the core 60, after that, typically less then 60

richrobey: oh:) thanks for your note and answer

ADOSloan2010: apologies. I misunderstoo it to be the first letter of ur last name

JenBarba: tj; no we dont ask the goal question.  

ADOSloan2010: would love to stay if that's okay

JenBarba: cover letter (up to 500 words) seeking a place in the MIT Sloan MBA Program. Describe your accomplishments and include an example of how you had an impact on a group or organization. Your letter should conform to standard business correspondence and be addressed to Mr. Rod Garcia, Director of MBA Admissions

ADOSloan2010:

another questions are undergraduate Engineering major looked at favorably?

TJ_india: so do u suggest not mention the goal at all in the cover letter? so sorry to bug u, just need to b sure...seems like mit takes people based on proved competence

JenBarba: mark, the new building is AMAZING!  can't wait for it to open in May 2010.  there will be a new restaurant, about 30 new student study rooms, several new classrooms, and new faculty offices.  plus great views, and wonderful outdoor space

ickydime: Just curious, has Mr. Garcia participated in the chats before?  Does he do any of the presentations at the various cities your visit?

JenBarba: icky: yes Rod Garcia has done chats in the past, but he's very busy, so not always available.  he does do recruiting events, and interviews, in a number of different cities each year.

kwhsim: Hi Jen, what would you say is the number one thing (that you've heard) that students like the most about Sloan during the MBA program?

JenBarba: kwshim: all diferent things.  many say the people, the courses, the int'l study trips, etc.

markchenkeenan: Jen, thank you!  It sounds great hopefully I will be able to utilize it as a student soon ;-)

JenBarba: so, is everyone planning to apply this year?  or next?

TJ_india: m applying r2 2010

JenBarba: mark: hopefully :-)

naomi.eic1: r2 Jan 12!

TJ_india: jan 2010 i mean

nikhil.samuel@gmail.com: R2.

mnstty: R2

justniky: MIT is need-blind, right? If I get accepted and I can't pay for the MBA. Is talking out a loan recommended?

justniky: R2 :D

mayur00:

This year R1

markchenkeenan: I've applied R1

kwhsim: I've applied already R1 

jkeye:  Round 2

moshennik: i am applying r1 this year.. waiting for the interview invite :)

ickydime: r2

jon.nuger: R1 this year

ADOSloan2010:

round 2 2010

JenBarba: justn: yes, we are need blind.  and everyone admitted to the program has access to a guaranteed loan 

JStandard: I've applied in Round 1 of this year.

jianxi:  LGO

JenBarba: so are you all at work right now chatting?  Or somewhere else?

justniky: Do you know if there any MBA students at MIT from Guatemala right now? Or where could I get information, so I may reach one of them? ... if this is possible

justniky: I asked permission to take an hour off from my daily work schedule to chat

MRavic4ab4a: I applied in Round 1

naomi.eic1: At work, got in early just to make it into the chat!

ickydime: laying in bed ;)    sister's wedding is this weekend so I have the day off.... first time I have been able to attend. rest of chats were during work

JenBarba: just: yes we do have students from guatemala, but i cannot give you thier contact info.  go to the latin club's website and email the officers, they'll be able to  help

TJ_india: its almost 8:30 pm here at india, so at home :)

kwhsim: At home about to head to work. :)

justniky: Thank you!

gauravnath: Hi jen, apologize for crashing the i - o room but haven't had any luck having this answered in the other room. :) Just wondering about the success rate of reapplicants - when you say they are typically very successful, does that mean the acceptance rate for reapps is higher than for regular applicants? 

masmmiguel: GPA is not comparable in some international schools, and what is a very good grade in one country can be seen as mediocre in the US (or even within the same University). Do you have a standard table to compared them or you just evaluate through your experience? Does a reference to the percentile your where in when you graduate help?

moshennik: it does not look like you have almost any students over 30, is that because not as many of us apply or are you more selective in accepting "older" applicants?

JenBarba: guarav: reapps are very successful, higher acceptance rate for reapps then regular,  about 18%

markchenkeenan:

Its 10:55pm here in Taiwan, a great time to learn more about Sloan

OPedroso: Hi Jen, thank you for hosting.  Do you by any chance know which member of the admissions committee will be doing NYC invites in December?

gauravnath: Thanks Jen!

JenBarba: masmmiguel: we have an expert on teh adcom who analyzes all int'l transcripts.  dont worry

JenBarba: moshenn: not sure where you get your info?  we have LOTS of student over 30

JenBarba: opedro: i do, but i can't tell you :-)

ickydime: when re-applying, do you look at the previous application?  should the second application be focused solely on what you have done in the past year to improve?  

OPedroso: Ah ok, thank you :)

naomi.eic1: Jen, are there any characteristics that you feel stand out in a bad way? 

TJ_india: good question naomi, what does mit NOT want in a candidate?

masmmiguel: thank you Jen

JenBarba:

thanks for chatting today.  it was fun.  sorry if i couldnt get to all of your questions, and sorry for all my typos!  if you have more questions, please email mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu

markchenkeenan: Dear Jen, how long do Sloan students stay on the Chinese campuses if they participate in the IMBA program?

kwhsim: Thanks Jen for your time!

msrinivasan: T

hanks again

jkeye:

Thank you Jen

naomi.eic1: thank you!

ickydime: thank you

OPedroso: thank you!

markchenkeenan: Thanks for your time Jen

lc.ccb:

thanks Jen

jasonmancegordon: Thank you Jen.

logan.suriano: Thank you.

TJ_india: thanks :)

JStandard: Thanks. :)

mnstty: Thank you Jen

Lynnliu: many thanks Jen

mayur00: Thanks Jen. Appreciate your spendng the time to talk to us.

justniky: Thank you!! :-)

masmmiguel: Thank you and Best regards!

nikhil.samuel@gmail.com: Thanks Jen..

TJ_india: those from india, feel free to write to me at it330_itw@hotmail.com

jianxi: THANK YOU

gauravnath: Thank you!

