GMAT experiences of GMATClub Members
(For Motivation & Learning Purpose)

Honghu-=2780(0Q51, V49)
Got 780, believe it or no&

I have been hoping for above 700, but didn't thivdt | could achieve that good of a
score. Considering that | only had one and halftmém prepare for the test, that I'm
working at the same time, and that both of myditibys had been sick in the last two
weeks, | have to say I did pretty well.

My experience may not be applicable for many of gmee | imagine most of you guys
are still students and have more times to preard,ll still write a little just in case |
could be any help to anybody in any way. | woulchbppy to share more if any of you
have any more questioriZ!

Preparation

| did not have a lot of time to cover a lot of mr&is, so | chose to concentrate on one set
of books (two Chinese GMAT reviewing books in mgeamath and grammar) to get the
basic principles. | have not spend time to spedliffqorepare for reading comprehension
and critical reasoning. Once | feel | have gotlihsic understanding about the math and
grammar principles, 1 did the first PowerPrep tast started to studize Official Guide

In the mean time, | have chosen to actively paudi@ in this forum, doing almost all
guestions that are posted in this forum, and tnyrite down my reasonings and solutions
for each question. The forum served a very impontale in my preparation for the test.

In addition to learning additional methods of sntya math problem and increasing my
understanding toward confusing grammartical usddesye also used it as a daily
practise venue. | always tried to form my own ammsvixefore | looked at the others'
answers. This way | can see where my weaknesgslisr@member the correct ways of
solving a problem better. The most important exgrere that | have on preparing for the
test, is to try to use your own brain everytime gee a question, not only guess a choice,
but actually think. Having to write down a posted with this goal.

Test Day

I've been having five hours of sleeps in averaglerast month, so that | could actually
have some time to study. But yesterday, | decitatItwill not gain too much more by
several hours' studying. So | went to bed withkilkde at 9 o'clock, and | woke up at
7:30am this morning and | felt very relaxed. | dt set a very high target for myself. |
was thinking as long as | score over 680 I'll fglel Considering that my second PP test
was 710 even when | didn't do well in the verbat,davas pretty confident that |
wouldn't do too much worse than 680, so | wasetirig nervous at all.

| finished the two essays just in time. Didn't ebave time to re-read my second essay. |



took the break, letting my mind prepare for thehradrt that is coming. Math was
relatively easy, | didn't have time to worry if thraeans that | didn't do well or
something, | just kept doing the questions, onBaliing to check my pace several times,
and to remind myself to be careful not to overlaoly traps for the DS questions. |
finished the math part 10 minutes earlier. | tobkwt one minute before | clicked on
"proceed". It may be better if | could take themidutes to rest a little, but | didn't feel
like 1 would have a good rest with an unfinishedtwm. | did take the 5 minute break
again, before | start the verbal sections. Thetiuesin the beginning felt at the right
level, not too easy, not too hard. Then when | aagh the middle part, the reading
comprehension passages became longer (from 40tdin&sor 80 lines), and the critical
reasoning became harder. | got a couple bold faestipns too. | reminded myself to
concentrate on the questions off hand, and in ddejdestion that | didn't understand in
the first read, | took the time to re-read it. Isaalittle worried if | wouldn't have enough
time, but | still tried to make sure | do not rushy questions. In the last 8 questions or so
I had to remind myself multiple times to calm doamd concentrate. In the end | actually
finished the section with several minutes left.

My mind had been in a state of being exited sihegdieginning of the test and | only
start to feel tired two hours after the test wasrov

Anyways I'm glad that this is over and | didn'ttdo badly. There are still so much to do.
| need to prepare the other matierials beforeth&8deadline of UR's PhD program.

Whatever result | would get in the end of this ermde, | would never forget this forum
and its many participants. | have learnt so muchfhere and got so much
encouragement from the people here. | will tryiteedack whatever | received in the
future days to come.

Good luck to all of you that will take your testdd

Unlike math and grammar, | believe RC and CR depemore heavily on ones
accumulated skills over a long period. One gettebetith these things naturally when
you use the language more often. Read differenémadg, write out your own opinions,
participate in forum debate, all of these will hgtpu getting the sense of the language.

However, most of us are preparing to take theweékin several month, so long term
strategy may not work. To get immediate short tenprovement, |1 would suggest you
focus your reading and practise on GMAT materi@sother words, don't go read a
novel or magazine etc.) | personally believe thatgassages that were used in previous
GMAT tests, such as those included in the OG, wbeldvhat I'd be focusing on.

| still remember a long long time ago, when | wadigh school, my teacher asked me to
read a part of a fiction to my class. | didn't Idkescriptions of environments at the time.
When | read a book | would usually skip all thobew how sun was coming up and

trees were green and stuff, and jump to the intieras among people. | read the passages
word by word, and my heart went into it when | réadlenjoyed reading it, and the story
made my classmates laugh at several occasions. Wiméshed it, my teacher said that |



didn't read the first paragraph well where the auttescribed smokes rising from a river
and such. That was when | first realized the diffee between reading a passage word
by word and reading a passage using my heart.

The reason | went to such length to talk aboutirggid that | truly believe that it is very
important. In a test it is very likely that youelad the words, without taking them in.
Then you'd go look at the questions, and try toediack to find your answer. But your
time is tight, so you don't have time to re-reagl passage, therefore you have to find
something that sounds close, and choose it. Gfterquld be the wrong answer.

What you should do, is to really read the passagjag your heart. Practise this, you'll
know what | mean. You'll feel the difference youfs@/hen you read it, you'll truly
understand what the author is saying. When you &idke questions, you can almost
answer it already, without having to go back topghssage. You only need to go back to
it to get a confirmation, or get the details thatiymitted when you read it.

Critical reasoning is the same thing. You mustytuwiderstand what the author is
arguing. Then you'll see his logic, and be abln his assumptions and missing links,
and what would weaken and strengthen his argumiéntgot a native speaker so I'm not
very good at grammar, but | feel that trying to ersand the sentence is as important as
learning all the grammatrtical rules and idomatiages in helping me to find the correct
answer.

Sorry that | have rambled so long. Hope this candabf a little help to you.

It came to me rather natually, actually. | likeréad and write, in Chinese, initially.
When | first came to the US, | tried to read someglEh books, but | couldn't finish the
first five pages. | had to look up so many wordsrirthe dictionary that it wasn't fun any
more. But | didn't have any pressure, so | basichlbpped it. Two years later | picked
up some books again, (starting from Agatha Chfsstievels, one of my favorite
readings) and | decided not to bother taking oetdictionary and just read. And that has
done the trick for me. Later | read more thingsidferent subjects. Another thing that
might have helped is that | started reading ordinet the recent two years. Online news,
forums, etc. This made me more comfortable withGRE style of GMAT, I think.

For you, | think reading WallStreet Journal is daély a good thing. However, GMAT
reading materials cover a much broader range. @delt ones are in the areas of law
and medicine, for me at least. The trick therenfieris not to care about details, and just
try to understand what is the entire paragraph &al@uwif | was asked about a passage
after | read it once, | would tell you somethinkglithis: "There was this case about
American Indian's right for water. There had beame provisions about water rights for
them in the law, but this case expanded their sightertain specific circumstances, etc."
| wouldn't remember the name of the case, norithe of the case. | don't know if this is
what they called skimming. But | can say that aelgding the starting sentence and
concluding sentence is NOT going to work for adbpassages. Skimming for me,
doesn't mean not reading some parts. It's jusidosfon getting the main idea without
paying too much attention to the details.



Regarding reading materials for you, remember whaid is to read as many passages as
possible, but to limit the range of the material&SIMAT type readings. Also since there
are only this many OG passages, you don't wanagierthem for your initial practise.
Re-reading something is definitely going to fedfedently from reading it fresh. You

need to use them at the most crucial time andhesa for the maximum impact.

CR is different from RC. In RC you can skim thegsge as long as you understand the
general idea. For CR you have to read each ang seetence very very carefully. You
need to be able to repeat the author's line obreag by yourself before you pick the
answers. Try this for the forum CR questions, séwat'll help you.

Thanks guys! | was very happy myself. Couldn't w@itome back here and tell you
guys. | only did two PP tests, didn't have timeldathe others. | did my first PP test prior
to my studying of the OG, and got 730. The secestltonly got 710, with 7 wrong
answers for reading comprehension. That was a gaation for me for | have been very
confident about my RC ability and didn't even predar it. It made me more conscious
of the level of concentration that is needed fertést.

Overall, | felt that the SC part of the test is afbihhe same level of the OG, if not a little
harder. | haven't done OG RC myself, but my feeisniipat out of the four RC questions
(I think) 1 got in the real test, the first two dgerly straight forward, and the last two are
longer and harder to understand; whereas in théPfvtests all RCs except one are not
very hard.

Sonibubu=>780 (Q50, V47):

Hey everyone,

| finally took my GMAT this morning and scored a0/8 was looking for 750 or higher,
so suffice to say I've hit my goal. I'm at workirighow but I'll write a full debrief either
later today or sometime over the weekend.

Also wanted to thanks everyone here at GMATClubaftswering questions on the
forums and especially for tl@MATClub tests-- I'll provide details of why the tests were
so helpful in my debrief.

[EDIT] Here's my debrief:
| was hoping to get a 750 or higher and ended tip &i780. Here's a summary of my
study/practice strategy and my experience.

Classes and Practice Tests

| took Manhattan GMAT's online course over the, flsdm September til December (9
courses). Overall, | think it was pretty good. MGWA strenghts are Number Properties,
Word Translations, and Sentence Correction. | tlde their RC and CR methods -- I'll
explain my reasoning behind this later in the post.

The MGMAT tests are probably the closest to thétteag (compared to Princeton,
Kaplan, etc). | think the verbal on the practicgtsas too difficult and the quant difficulty



is about the same...except MGMAT emphasizes prbtyadind combinatorics too much
on their tests. The real GMAT puts emphasis on rerpboperties, geometry, and good
old algebra.

For the last 3 weeks | used GMATClub's tebtsp(//gmatclub.com/wiki/TesjsThe
importance of these tests was that they taughor®AlY ATTENTION. For example, "if
n is a positive integer..." --- DON'T TRY n=0 or41£2 when trying to solve the
problem! PAY ATTENTION TO DETAILS OF THE GIVEN INFRMATION!!! This

is where the GMAT catches a lot of people, thatiy Wdouble and triple checked
everything.

Practice test scores:

GMATPrepl: 700 (Q46, V40)
MGMATL1: 640

MGMAT2: 660

MGMATS3: 730

GMATPrepl retake: 720 (Q49, V40)
GMATPrep2: 720 (Q49, V40)
GMATPrepl re-retake: 770 (Q49, VA7)
GMATPrep2 retake: 760 (Q50, V45)
GMATPrep2 re-retake: 780 (Q50, V47)
Real GMAT: 780 (Q50, V47)

As you can see, | took each GMATPrep 3 times. Spaople only take each test once
for practice. | think this is a mistake. The GMAE€Prdatabase is pretty big and it's a
CAT -- e.g. | didn't see any questions in commotwben the first take and second. | saw
some common questions between the 2nd and 3rdidak#’s still AWESOME practice.
The real GMAT has the exact same interface, s@than extra level of comfort when
you've seen the GMATPrep more than a couple times.

Quant

As an engineer by profession, I've always beemgtno and had an affinity for math.
That being said, | did need help with number probggrand Manhattan GMAT was a
great help there. Geometry and algebra are mygitren

One aspect of quant that | believe is overbloweoimbinatorics. These are pretty rare,
and | only saw one on my exam. It wasn't evenhiad, | worked it out on paper and
didn't use any of the factorial formulas. There @&Bs® some probability but it was a
medium level question earlier in the test.

Verbal

| always knew that verbal would give me the hardiest. The biggest help for me in this
area wadManhattan GMAT's Sentence Correction guitleere is a reason this book is
called the "Bible of SC." This is where | learnée teal intricacies of the English
language such as comparisons, modifiers, pronagepient, and the like. | read through
this book twice during my prep time and | thinkvias a huge help.




As for the RC and CR, MGMAT encourages taking nédedoth. | ended up taking
notes only for LONG RC passages and none for theMBRVIAT's CR passes in their
books and practice tests are wayyyy too long coethtr real GMAT passages. The
short passages on the real test are easy to f@mlidn't need notes there.

TheCritical Reasoning boowas helpful in that it tackles different CR quess that can
show up on the GMAT -- i.e. "find the assumptiotstrengthen the argument", etc.
While the idea is right here, again, their passagesvay too complex compared to real
GMAT passages.

Exam Day

I woke up at 6:30 am for my 8am test. Took a qickwer, ate breakfast, and headed
out to Pearson Vue. | put everything in my lockexg my picture taken, was
fingerprinted, and sat down at my computer by 8&inis place had more security
measures than a maximum security prison!

The AWA went fairly smoothly. The second essay gaeesome trouble as | couldn't
think of 3 solid examples to back up my opiniorthed author's statement. I finished the
2nd essay with about 2 minutes to go. | took acagabf my 10 minute break for 5
minutes. | hit the water fountain and ate my Kudasfor energy.

| was very confident in the quant section. | thirgot the first 7 or 8 right and then ran
into some tough geometry, number property, andoaéggquestions (including mixtures).
From there it just got tougher and tougher. Thélem here is that | didn't know which
guestions counted and which ones were experim@iMalheard ~10 are experimental). |
may have spent too much time on some of the expetah as | finished quant with
about 20 second left. The last question was of umadiifficulty so | think | got #35/36
wrong. | also remember some hard DS questiond tmatldn't figure out -- these turn
out to be A,B, or D more often than C or E. Soimkh made some good educated
guesses.

Took another break, drank my overpriced Starbuckppucino in a bottle for caffeine.
Verbal was easier than | thought it would be. Thatokmy expertise (haha) in SC, |
averaged under a minute for SC questions. Good,thiecause | took forever on the RC
passages. | took a few notes on RC, nothing onl@&remember drawing a graph for
one CR to help me explain what was happening --GRAT loves to take simple info
and turn it in to rocket science.

| finished the verbal with about 3 minutes lefeerified my information and clicked that
| wanted to see my score. | was expecting a scotfeei 730-750 range and was
pleasantly surprised when a 780 popped up. | raisetand, the procter came over and
said it was only the 2nd 780 she had ever seeneMaie wonder how rare this really is.

Final Tips
-Study quant basics to death. Don't practice difficombinatorics and probability



guestions unless you are 100% confident in youiclzagant abilities. Things like number
properties (even/odd, prime factors) and geomatsc(ibed triangles, areas, perimeter)
are way more common than combs/perms.

-Don't take too much time. Don't be afraid to guglken the quant question is beyond
your abilities. This is probably one area whereaitimyself, as | forgot some
experimental questions are thrown in and spenttaayuch time on some questions.
This probably hurt me later on in the test as | wahing towards the end.

-Bring food. This is important. The GMAT is a 4-hdast and you will need the energy.
Take your breaks and get some water.

-For verbal, learn SC. It's the only thing that kasewhat of a formulaic approach. Use
theMGMAT SC guide or something else to help you learn théciaties of the

language. CR includes some logic, RC requires goodentration and the ability to read
fairly quickly. So practice, practice, practice thliee.

-Finally, take each GMATPrep test at least twigefgrably 3 times. This will help you
get comfortable with the format of the exam, andenimportantly, will get you some
practice with actual GMAT level questions. Justgtall and reinstall the software after
you've taken both tests. Make sure to go back amty she problems you get wrong so
you can learn from your mistakes.

Member=Hello2123760 (Q51 V44)

| just got my official score this afternoon and wethto share the experience and
strategies | used on the test. I've been mostlykeet here but the tips on this board really
helped out (especially in finding out which praettests were good predictors of your
score and which ones over/underestimated).

So | wanted to give back. I've listed my own te&irig and prep experience below. | got
a760 (99%), 51Q (99%), 44V (97%), and 6.0/6.0 AWA (B0) by taking a very
systematic approach to each of the sections. Qiepthe validity of these tips will
depend on your own studying style and goals. Bstitwhat | did and it worked for me,
so it might work for some of you too. | have itfwatted and broken down by section for
ease of readability.

ANALYTICAL WRITING ASSESSMENT

1. Analysis of an Argument

This question will give you a short paragraph, ¢gtly about a business-oriented subject
(like business operations, pay, profit, etc.), altlask you (a) whether you think it's a
good argument, (b) why or why not, and (c) anythimg could be added to make it
stronger.

I will answer (a) right nowit's not a good argument In fact, it's an extremely poorly
constructed argument. You can probably find 4-®2gigus, damaging flaws in the
paragraph that make its conclusion pretty much lyhovalid. My suggestion is pick



your favorite 3 flaws and run with them. If youtree kind of person who likes to rain on
people's parades, you'll like this question all@how I did.

Treat this like a critical reasonirgepaken question. I'll get more into this in the third
section, but normally when | go through multipleide verbal questions | try to answer
the prompt even before reading the answers. Ifhaue enough practice doing that,
you'll find yourself answering this question prettymfortably.

| followed a very simple template for answeringstfuestion. | listed numbers 1-3 on my
scratch paper, and under each number | had trevioly sub-bullets:

« Succinct description of the flaw (e.g. "Confusesfits with sales")

» Counter example that would make his conclusionlid\a.g. "High costs would
yield very low profit, despite high sales")

- A way to make the argument better (e.g. "Had heudised costs in his statement
then his argument would have been more sound")

Devote a sentence or two to each of those bulietgand that's it, you have three body
paragraphs! Just slap on a short introductioneatdp and a conclusion at the bottom and
you're good to go. These don't have to be artistigell constructed or anything like that.
In fact, | think my intro was something like "Thasgument is flawed because it relies on
three important assumptions. Any loosening of gsimptions would make his
argument less sound". | didn't even specificalgcdss the prompt in my intro.

In the conclusion, state your three reasons suttginc
2. Analysis of an Issue

In this section, you're asked to discuss your opirtin some polemical or grey-area
issue, like "Teachers should instill moral and ehvalues in children, in order to ensure
that they are well-prepared, productive membetb®hational community.” (I made
that up just now, so don't treat that like a resdsgion).

| want to dispel a very popular rumor that's bdeating around the GMAT Club forums
for a while. Other AOI tip pages often say somagtike "You need to take one side or
the other, don't ever argue for both sides bectngse's not enough time, etc." | want to
qualify that statement by saying tlyatu can take a side in the middle, but it has to be
well-defined. You can't just say it's sometimes one or sometitne other; you need to
have a distinct and systematic reason for takingrapolarized stance. Being distinct and
systematic is far more important than taking a podal stance, so if you had to choose
between the two, go with distinct and systemati@at’® what | did (mostly just to see
what would happen), and it worked out for me.

For example, my question was very similar to (bettexactly) something like "The
government has the right to intervene in X." My sfien did not involve the government,



but it was close. Anyway, if you took an extremanse here, you would say something
like "The government does not have the right terwvene in X" and list examples
showing why it would be inappropriate for the goweent to do that. Or you may do the
opposite and say it always has the right, anc&kamples supporting that.

| did something a little different. | said "The gomment has the right to intervene in X,
but has to consider personal rights of the indigldas stated in the constitution.” | then
listed two examples that showed when it was appatgpfor the government to intervene,
and one example showing what would happen if theigoment violated personal rights.

Notice that this is not quite one side or the athlr is it in support of one side with a
sidebar comment like "But the other side has me&sit$ and then randomly discussing
the opposing opinion with no framework in mind.teed, | consider this an example of a
successful essay that is both firm and non-poldrize

Anyway, | wrote about this because | want to enagaryou to writestrong arguments,

not stubborn ones. Now, if you think that your sggest argument is one-sided, then go to
town with it. For many people, this will probablg the best route. But during the test,
when [ finished reading my essay prompt, | sopariicked because | couldn't think of
three supporting reasons for just one individudé sl had 15 minutes left and nothing
written so | just said "screw this" and wrote owt thoughts. So don't be afraid to write

on a qualified stance, but make sure you havegilien analytical framework if you do.

As far as execution goes, here's essentially wiat |
« Intro: 2-3 sentences that clearly state your opinio

- Three body paragraphs, with 3-4 sentences in eacymph
« Conclusion: 2-3 sentences that basically restate ydro but in different words

QUANTITATIVE REASONING

| was an engineering major in college and picke@mB800 in the SAT math section, so |
didn't have all that much trouble with the mathaapts in these problems. But | was
struggling with the trickiness of the questionge llisted three important things | learned
while prepping for this section and how it got mgla.

«  TAKE YOUR TIME . Back in high school, | was that kid who couldgima 2-
hour calculus exam in 20 minutes and then sleethtorest of the time. The
exam would come back with like a 92 or 93 becausade stupid mistakes, but |
didn't care because an A was an A. This is not#ése for the GMAT. You
should go slowly, in order to (a) make sure youwriee question properly, and
(b) make sure you didn't miss a negative sign oretbing like that when solving
the problem. This helped me tremendously, and tsecatiit | did a lot better
than | would have.



+ Read the whole question three times (twice beforey start solving the
problem, and once before you finalize your answer) can't tell you how many
problems | missed in my practice because the queasked aboyositive
integers oeven numbers orsosceles triangles. 1 also can't tell you how many
times my ass was saved during the real thing bgimgathe question one last time
before I clicked "confirm”, and then realizing thatas about to select a "trick"
answer choice. These are mistakes that you caly easid by paying close
attention to the prompt.

« You don't have tosolvethe data sufficiency questions, but if you haverte, it
helps This one is a trickier one, since a lot of tigea will say that you should
try not to solve the actual problem if you can awviti Solving the problem wastes
time, it may throw you off, etc. What | did wasgtitly different. First, I tried
answering the question without solving the probland then | solved the
problem with the statements that | selected. Thexiremely important, as it
helps you confirm your answer and be confident.iBut if you're pressed for
time, then | don't suggest this. But consider tiwing data sufficiency
guestion | just now made up:

Quote:

What is x?
(1)3x+6y=9
(2)x=3-2y

If you don't think carefully about this questiomuwil think that you have two
equations and two unknowns so you have enoughe &mr x. But upon further
inspection, you'll notice that the two equations actually equivalent to each
other, so you don't have enough information. Thgkiarefully about it may not
require you to actually solve the problem, butdoobably most people (including
myself), it helps a lot.

VERBAL REASONING

Like with the quant section, | didn't need too mbhelp understanding the concepts, but |
had a lot of trouble with timing. During practideglways found myself scrambling
toward the end. Below I've listed some tips, bro#lewn by section that helped me earn
a 97th %ile verbal score.

1. Sentence Corrections

« The biggest topics covered on this test are péisatiesubject/verb agreement,
singular/plural usage, and idioms. In any sentéheee can be any combination
of these appearing at once. Learn these well, edlyei€ you're not a native
speaker. I've heard a lot about MGMAT's sentenceection book. | didn't use it
personally, but it seems like it's very much watth



When you read the sentence, spend 10-15 secondsifkeng the possible flaw
or flaws in the sentence. If the answer isn't "tv&n there will likely be more
than one flaw.

Read each of the 5 answer choices. Look for whia Ito call "3-2 splits”
(though I'm sure other people call it that too): &wample, if the first word of 3
of the answer choices is "was" and the other twd'ware", then you know that
you can eliminate a good number of choices righdyawhere were several
guestions in each practice exam (and on the rewj)tivhere | was able to 3-2
split my way to the correct answer without evemking too hard about the
sentence.

2. Critical Reasoning

I don't know if I'd recommend readihAT logical reasoningjuestions to assist
your studying of GMAT critical reasoning questio@anted, LSAT questions
are much harder so you might think that it helps greak 700 or something like
that. However, the scope of the GMAT CR questisnauch narrower than that
of LSAT LR questions. Spefically, LSAT LR goes owgrestions such as (in
ascending order of difficulty) find the conclusi@trengthen, weaken,
assumption, formal logic, and parallelism. On thdAT, CR is really just made
up of conclusion, strengthen, weaken, and assumgio the GMAT actually
goes over an easier subset of questions and yewdtber off just studying
GMAT practice tests.

Pre-think the flaws to the question before you deek at the answer choices.
This will help you determine the right answer cleoncuch more quickly. Read
the other answer choices to make sure there is@hswer that better matches the
answer you pre-thought. | never got a CR questimng in my practice tests and
started to breeze through them when | employedntieihod.

3. Reading Comprehension

READ THE ENTIRE PASSAGE. Way too many test prep companies
(including ones that I've taught for) think thauyoan read the question and then
simply scan the passage for the line that hasrteeer in it. This is such a bad
way to approach the reading comp section, for abmuraf reasons. First, there's
no way you can get the global questions confidenglyt unless you really read
the whole thing to understand the point. The maintomay not be in the first
paragraph or the last, but might be buried in tigpsrting paragraphs.
Additionally, when reading an "EXCEPT" questionppke tend to eliminate
answer choices simply because the words from tee@nchoice are in the
passage. This is dangerous, as these types of mdsariees need to be highly
contextualized. And the best way to contextuakzpist to bite the bullet and read
the whole god damn passage.



« In almost every situation, the correct answer bdlexplicitly stated or strongly
implied in the passage. Watch out for answer clsaicat make value-based
statements, unless the statement is directly impiem the passage. This one is
difficult for a lot of people, especially those wiike to read in between the lines.
But let me tell you, 99 times out of 100, you ao¢ going to be reading in
between the lines on this section; you will be negdlirectly on the lines. Too
many of these questions are answered incorrectiguse people insert their own
inferences and don't just analyze the passage'eimndes.

So take these suggestions with a grain of salt| 8atthink some of these suggestions are
quite underestimated, though they may be echoedlbtyof people in these forums.

Member=shkusira2770(0Q51, V44)

Hi guys,

The scores are in:
Quant: 50

Verbal: 44

Score: 770

| still cant digest it! Just about 8 hours ago dsweading the debriefs online and
imagining what kind of debrief | would have to cobtite. Will it be the one warning
people of my flaws during the exam or one that jgles advice and tips. | literally froze
when | saw the score. The highest that | had mahatpst practicing at home was 750
and that too, | took a day long break between tlantjand verbal sections! But it did
happen, so the very first lesson:

GMAT is very learnable!
You do not have to be a native speaker or a B8taithematics to crack this test. Avid
practice is your passport to an awesome GMAT score.

| started my preparation 2 months ago and beifianking... That does not mean a lot of
time. But quality studying is what matters mosttdrted off taking a GMAT prep test.
Scored 650...didnt get de-motivated because 700/as | was aiming for. Then got

hold of the following resources:

OG 11

OG 10SC

Sets—The online series with lots and lots of tests.
Manhattan SC

Manhattan tests

Princeton online free test

Kaplan 800(The collection of only the hard questions)
SC, RC, CR 1000



Before | delve into my personal strategies..

Notes about my actual exam:

- | paced throughout the quant and verbal sectiDis22 questions in quant when | had
45 mins remaining and completed 25 questions ibalevith 40 mins remaining.
However, | became complacent and towards the eitdlaguessed (not educated) the
last two questions of each of the sections. | ara Emust have gotten a couple right by
luck or else | wouldn’t have made the score. ifiportant to note that you are always
under a time crisis in the gmat. Even if you fealiyare pacing the test and have saved a
lot of time, when you sum up the time it may notsbdarge after all. This is how the
brain works: ‘I did a question | had to do in 1 nm20 secs. So that is like | didn’t waste
any time for this question. So | have double theetfor my next question’. Well well..if
you keep thinking this, you’ll realize the fallaof/your calculations towards the end
when you are under a severe time crisis! At lead!l

- Verbal was easier compared to gmat prep. Theagassvere very comprehensible and
there were almost no hard inference questions. &€ wicky but short. When they are
short, you have the time to re-read them and puiltlee flaws.

- Took 5 minutes off during each of the optionalmidutes break. Took advice from
someone in this forum and stuffed myself with ala®rDid miracles!

Now about prep:

Verbal
Tear apart the sentences of the official guidesgmat prep and use them in conjunction
with the Manhattan guide. What you could do:

- Solve the question @G 11topic by topic as classified by MGMAT: This wikach
you how to attack questions for which you know wiagic is being tested

- Solve the Gmat prep, manhatt&G 10questions without the guide. This should give
you enough practice to identify the topics on yown and then attacking them.

Quant

The key is practice. | did the Sets which are mrfe gauge a LOT of important
concepts. Once you do the sets, you can alwaykcioer answers online as most of the
guestions have been solved previously. Even ifgatithe question right, it pays to have
a look at the forums as almost all the time thdyyt®i some new and quick way to go
about them or perhaps, you could contribute. Wirilehis, I'd like to thankan

Stewart. His posts for certain Math questions are like geBometimes by reading just
one of his posts, | felt | did my share of preparafor that day!

Writing

Practiced one of each 2 weeks before the exam. @it to the one in Official guide
and felt | was doing well. Left it at that and justread what | had written the day before
the exam. | am quite confident about this sectowall. | finished 2 minutes before the
time for each. | had a fourth important point tortien in the issue section that would
have taken a paragraph but when | saw that | dithve time, | decided to stop. | think it



is better not to mention a point that you canneettep. Or if you really want to show the
reader that you know about this aspect, you cowddtion it in the passing in your final
paragraph.

Member22Avernusaur=>770(Q47, V39)
Unimportant Introduction

| took the GMAT for the first time in November 20@8d scored 700 (Q47, V39). At the
time, | thought | had made the mark. After all aldhhit the magical 700 barrier that
everyone talks about. It didn’t take long for meealize that 700 was technically below
average all of the top 10 schools. Although | hadied for 3 months prior to hitting the
700 mark, | knew | could do better, so | decidedetake the exam. This time I'd be
shooting for 750.

In January 2009, | decided that | would use@MAT Club Testsand theMGMAT SC
guide to improve my quant and verbal scores. shad 2 chapters of thMdGMAT SC

guide and quickly realized that this plan suckeslas still worn out from my first

attempt and | didn’t have any motivation to studynoy own. To top it all off, the
economy was getting worse and a lot of people wereous about the impact on b-
school job opportunities. | put the GMAT on the kiaerner and began to research March
Madness strategies to ensure that | would geplast in the GMAT Club March
Madness fantasy league.

By the time March Madness was done and | had sdeceia taking last plac&newton
was offering their course for $699. It seemed dkeasonable price and the program
looked promising, so | paid for the program andsehthe session that would run from
June — July. So now that you know how | got bat& studying the GMAT, here’s how
it all went down...

| took myKnewtondiagnostic test and got a dismal 640 (Q46, V3®)as pretty pissed
off because | only missed 2 questions on the qiading portion. | couldn’t help but
wonder if this program was just a marketing scamd.tBey sandbag my performance on
the first test just to make their 50 point guarargasier to back? | callé&hewton

support and they said they'd look into my resuftd aend me an email. | never got an
email.

| went forward with the course and most of it watially pretty good. As most people
will tell you, the instructors are great. The preetmaterial is also really good. Most of
their practice problems are official questions tiete been rewritten. | actually liked this
approach, because it gets you in the habit of lapkor the pattern. Rather than seeing a
random question, you see the concepts that arg besied. It's also really helpful to
practice with questions that are representatith@feal exam. | was mostly disappointed
with the CATs, which I thought was funny becauseytlte so quick to brag about having
the original creators of the GMAT scoring algoritiom staff. The scoring on the
KnewtonCATSs sucks, but I'm not sure if it's an issue wiitle algorithm or simply a lack
of difficult questions. It was also a little annogithat there wasn’t a good library of



information to reference. The concept library wesag for seeking explanations to
problems you had missed, but there wasn’t a cleaggnized method for reading
material before you're tested on it. This led meeek resources outsidekdfiewton

The Recommendations

Quant

For quant, | used Jeff Sackmann’s Total GMAT Mathwell as his Extreme Challenge
Questions Set. Total GMAT Math is by far the médstrough quant book available for
the GMAT. It starts with the assumption that yowwmothing about the GMAT and
ends with the most difficult subjects, such as cimatiions, permutations, probability,
and symbolism. Total GMAT Math contains every cqidgat you will need on the
GMAT, but it won’t expose you to every combinatioihconcepts. This is where the
Extreme Challenge set comes in. The question sgaics 100 questions that are all
720+ difficulty level. What | liked most about thysiestion set is that it requires you to
solve difficult questions by combining conceptsn€ider the following question:

"How many ways can you select 4 people from 5 married couplesif no two people from
the same couple can be selected?"

You know that order doesn’t matter, but you caedlly solve this question with the
combinations approach either. What's the solutiéo@ use the permutation approach
and divide out the number of ways they can be edler

(10x8x6x4)/(4x3x2x1) = 80

Jeff Sackmann’s explanations are outstanding draf Hiese questions appear to be
based on official questions.

Verbal

SC

MGMAT SCis an absolute must. This book will teach you gileng you need to know
about GMAT Sentence Correction. If you're seriobewt getting V40+ on the GMAT
and you're not already an SC wizard, you have tpothis book. | learned a couple odds
& ends fromKnewtonas well.

CR&RC

| didn’t use any books for these sections, bec&umssvtonis actually really good with
these subjects. | didn’t uggewtoris approach to reading RC passages, but their
explanation of question types was really helpfuh probably going against what most
test prep companies will tell you, but | don’t wsey tricks for CR or RC. | read the
passage and answer the question. For me, it wig heépful to understand the types of
wrong answer choices (too extreme, out of scogg, et

As you can see, | didn't menti@@MAT Club Testsor the Brutal SC document. I've tried
to use these resources, but they're just too ddinimigfor me. A lot of people really like
these resources, so don't be swayed by my opibuainjust know that they aren’t the




only resources that will take you to Q50 or V40+.

The Test Scores

Knewton#1 640 (Q46, V32)

Knewton#2 730 (Q46, V45)

Knewton#3 750 (Q48, V45)

Knewton#4 730 (Q48, V41)

*| lost faith in theKnewtonCATs and never took the last one.

MGMAT #4 730 (Q49, V41)

GMATPrep #1 750 (Q49, V42)

-9 Quant errors, 6 Verbal errors (1RC, 2CR, 3C)

GMATPrep #1 RT 780 (Q51, V47)

-3 Quant errors, 2 Verbal errors (1C, 1CR)

GMATPrep #2 750 (Q49, V44)

-10 Quant errors (timing issues), 5 Verbal errors (3SC, 2CR)

GMATPrep #2 RT 770 (Q50, V47)

-6 Quant errors (finished early), 2 Verbal errors (1SC, 1RC) (finished early)

Official GMAT: 770 (Q50, V44)

The Ratings

Knewton Courseé.5/5 Stars - $699?
Total GMAT Math5/5 Stars - $50
Extreme Challenge S&f5 Stars - $25
Manhattan GMAT SG&/5 Stars - $18

Incognito 2750 (Q50, V40)

Scored a 740 (97 percentile) 5.5 AWA on my GMATlieatoday. While this is a good
score, I'm not sure if it'll do for some of the tbp colleges that I'm looking to apply

(given my competitive applicant pool)

Most of my preparation was over the last 4-5 weti@gh I've been lurking around this
forum for a few months now. Hats off to everyoneowias contributed so much to this
forum. Special thanks to walker and maratikus eathout some of their quant posts --

their insight into some of the harder math problésrzrilliant.

Resources used
OG11 MGMAT SC guide, GMATClubmath challenges

Practice scores




GMATPrepl (1) 670 (no prep - sometime in marcheakdown probably around Q48,
V347?)

MGMAT CAT1 700 (Q49, V36)

MGMAT CAT2 710 (Q48, V39)

MGMAT CAT3 720 (Q50, V37)

MGMAT CAT4 720 (Q51, V37)

MGMAT CAT5 730 (Q50, V39)

Kaplan Free Online CAT 700 (Q: 35/37; V: 33/41)
GMATPrepl (2) 740 (Q49, v41)

GMATPrep2 (1) 730 (Q50, V38)

GMATPrep2 (2) 760 (Q50, V42)

GMATPrepl (3) 760 (Q50, V41)

Actual GMAT 740 (Q50, V40, AWA 5.5)

GMAT Club challenges (http://www.gmatclub.com/wiki/tes}s
Test Correct Total % Correct Percentile

mO1 29 37 78.4% 84.3%

mO02 36 37 97.3% 100.0%

mO03 34 37 91.9% 97.0%

mO04 29 37 78.4% 77.6%

mO05 31 37 83.8% 94.7%

mO06 29 36 80.6% 89.7%

mO07 31 37 83.8% 90.5%

mO08 28 37 75.7% 86.4%

Math

| didn't spend a lot of time preparing for Math. $l@f my practise was through CATs
and GmatClubmath challenge©On D-Day, once the quant section was over, | khew
was hitting a 50 or 51. | found it to be much eatian GMATPrep.

I highly recommend th&MATClub challengesAlong with GMATPrep, this is very
representative of harder questions on the GMAT. dif@lenges’ questions test your
basics to the core, and often combine multiple eptsc(difficulty level around 49-51 on
the real test). The authors have also done anlert@b of explaining solutions
succinctly.

On the other hand, the math in MGMAT CATSs is ngiresentative at all. Their answer
explanations are good though -- so definitely risaan.

| feel a good portion of the math question©i@11are in the 600-700 bucket. The ones
towards the end are definitely a notch harder.

For a list of in-scope topics, ref@G11 Only got 1 problem on combinations, so
wouldn't recommend spending a lot of time on itnither theory, however, is a must.



This includes problems around prime numbers, ings mean/median (IMO the most
important topics), fractions (for instance, undemst properties of x, x"2, x"3 etc for
positive and negative fractions). Also understdreldoncept of slopes (as well as x and y
intercepts) and triangles in geometry.

Verbal

SC-- It doesn't get any better than Manhattan GMAICsguide. Read this a few times
over. Also solve all questions from their onlineegtion bank, and be sure to read and
understand solutions for the ones you misseddiltfireir explanations to be very well
written. For all difficultOG11questions (last 50 or so0), read their solutiorts an
understand them thoroughly.

RC -- Most questions fall under 2 buckets -- "Accaglio the passage” and "Inferred".
The former generally states things directly from passage. Be sure not to fall for
GMAC's common traps (quoting something VERY simitar”half truths”, from the
passge). "Inferred" questions require a greateerstanding of the passage. Scan the
passage for the overall meaning, and paraphrasepaaagraph. While reading, look to
answer basic questions around the tone of the pagadether the author is mildly
skeptical, supportive, critical, neutral etc), thgical structure of the passage (contrasting
multiple viewpoints vs providing supporting argurteefor a single viewpoint) etc.

CR -- Understand the different question types (weak&#engthen, draw a conclusion
etc). Also read up definitions on the different stitments of CR - assumption,
consideration, inference, conclusion, premise,e&we etc. These are especially helpful
for boldface questions. If you're weak in this gettl would recommend the
PowerScore logical reasoning bible. A lot of pecgear by it.

AWA -- Bookmark awa templates by Chineseburned @327 Write out the outline
during the tutorial. Spend about 5 minutes thinkimgugh your key points. Treat the
argument essay like an elaborate CR problem whmréngve to come up with potential

answers. Approach it from different perspectivéso® can | break this argument?") and
consolidate your responses in a draft using the AdMplate.

Random Tips
1) If you're starting out, read all explanatiorsfrOG11-- including those for wrong

choices.

2) Process of elimination is critical, especiatty harder questions

3) If you're a foreign national, don't forget téayour passport to the center.
4) OGl11is good for verbal, and just about decent for math

5) I had also heard a lot about kaplan800 so dddimeheck it out. Definitely good, but



didn't blow me away. Scanned through it and thotiggit CR strategies were decent.
Some of their SC problems were good too. A lotedgde find their math review section
helpful - so check that out.

6) Timing strategy - | like to divide the exam irficcegments of 15 minutes each.
Consequently in verbal, | look to complete 8 questievery 15 minutes (75 -> 60 -> 45 -
> 30 -> 15 -> 0). In math its roundabout the sahfere may be a little trade-off due to
large RC passages, but after a while, its best-aljust and move on rather than getting
stuck on a particular question. | finished Mathhnabout 10 minutes remaining and
Verbal with about 4 (and | am rather slow on verbal

7) Do both GMATPreps at least twice. This is abs®iuthe closest to the real thing.

Well, that's about it. I'll be glad to answer quess.

Member=>mohater=710(0Q48, V38)

Thanks for the well wishes.

To prep for verbal: When speaking, always try taiare of what you are saying. You
will often catch saying things that are unidiomatiausing plural pronouns for singular
nouns (among other things). Also, make a habieafling a publication that you know is
scrutinized from an editing standpoint. My majouggle on verbal was sentence
correction (SC). Main points | used as a referdrase:

Figure out what the sentence is saying

Make sure singular/plural agree

Make sure pronoun antecedents are clear
Make sure you understand the order of events

Quant: read read read read read.You need to memorize certain things
(area/volume/surface area equations), and forsidfiency (DS) problems, you need
to reduce the question quickly to eliminate theiobs incorrect answers.

SC and DS have similar structure - in one min ss,l§ou can usually eliminate

two/three obvious incorrect answers. This will hgtur guessing on the more difficult
(700-800) problems. What I did for SC: | used tffecml GMAT verbal guide (provided
with my MGMAT materials) and went through the pmfl in blocks of 10, and went
through as many blocks as | could in any given éay.the ones | got wrong, | mark

them on the paper. | would also mark the ones $ggekon (using a different marking).
After finishing all the SC problems, | would go dlugh the ones | got wrong and the ones
| guessed on. By waiting until | finished all oketproblems, | would not recall the
problem nor what | marked the first time arountedl this helped me the most.

Let me know if | can provide any other details.
| decided to post a full write up based on readitigers' posts here.

My main struggle was sentence correction. Whenrgach the 600-700 and 700-800



sentence correction problems on the GMAT, and earow it down to two choices and
get stuck, it's almost always an idiom problenyadii're well versed in proper English
literature (something I've been out of contact vidthsome time), it should be fairly easy
to pick the right one. | also had a bit of troubtequant. Mainly because | would solve
for the unknowns of the problem and not actuallsvesr the question asked (the the test
writers always have an unknown as one of the anshgices).

Key points for those with similar issues: SLOW DOWiNen reading the problem. On
the exam, it's a good idea to allocate ~2 minugeppoblem on both sections. Some
problems will take a bit longer, and some a bitrsgrpbut DO NOT let yourself get stuck
for too long. Missing easy questions and not ans\gequestions at all hurts your score a
lot more than missing hard questions. Practicéngetip quant problems (data
sufficiency or otherwise) and always make surergoanswering the question asked.

Honestly, the best advice | can offer is make goregive prepping for the exam its due
time. There is not secret recipe hdfecus on the weaknesses

My experience on the GMAT:

Try 1 (Dec 2007):Practice exams were maxing at 640, and based ahlwéad on

forums and based on what people told me, you ysseadire higher than your practice. |
slept well that night, woke up, and made my wathttesting center (nearest one was 50
miles away). Finished both sections and I felt Twelerall. Clicked to receive my score,
610. Not terrible, but not good enough for top pesgrams. Never mind that, | applied
anyway, but as expected no dice.

After speaking to people on list serves I'm a manoben the topic and reading online
reviews about the various prep programs, | decidesign up for the Manhattan GMAT
(MGMAT) online course. It's less expensive thanklaglan or Princeton online
programs and one particular person | was speakistatted in the same boat as me (560
on first practice) and broke 700 after the MGMABgram. The class itself is like any
other class room (albeit online). The instructargage students to chime in and answer
guestions, and also answer questions during aadaétss. The out of class work
(homework if you will) is VERY demanding. You witieed to allocate ~10 hours/week
outside of the class to finish all the materialvé&i my work schedule at that time
demanded quite a bit of travel, the out of clasgweaas put on hold for ~5 months. My
online account was set to expire, but | emailedMIGMAT group to see if my access
could be extended for a bit, as | could not giveglhogram its due time when | was
enrolled and there is a lot of information onlipeablem sets, labs, practice exams, etc.).
MGMAT was kind enough to extend my access for sbnths (MGMAT offers that for

a fee, but it was given to me for free).

Finally, after my last trip for work (March 09, blit probably start traveling again soon),
I buckled down and studied. From March-May | wasst the online content, while
taking the last couple practice exams (MGMAT giyes six practice exams, and you
can reset them (by request). The problem is probleight repeat after the reset



(MGMAT assures no question repeats between thexars). Then May-June | buckled
down where | was still struggling the most. | theak the two GMAC practice exams.
Practice exams began in the 550-640 (inconsistemés)when | finished the MGMAT
program | was in the 670-680 range (consistentesgor

Try 2 (June 2009):Felt good the day before the exam. Went over ma@20 problems
that day (problems | had already done and wanteth$are | understood how to
approach them/why | got them wrong). Other tham, #id no studying and just relaxed.
Tried to sleep that night, and did not sle¢@ll. Ended up rolling out of bed at 4:30. Did
the normal routine an hour later (morning prayeeakfast, etc.) and then made my way
to the testing center. Felt terrible as the foothinstomach was not sitting too well.
Exam started at 8am. Went through both essay ssotvdhout too much trouble. Quant:
Got stuck on some easy problems | REFUSED to gues§hankfully, | made up time
on other problems and finished with more than 2@sds to spare. Got stuck on a
couple sentence correction problems on the vedzdia, but still finished with more
than 30 seconds to spare. Note: | had a much WO&8iag the second time about my
score.

Thankfully, on try 2, | broke the 700 mark. | thihlvas more stressed this time as | was
answering harder questions overall (due to thetagapature of the exam). Not sleeping
probably didn't help either. | scored both the kgH've ever score on the individual
parts and the highest overall score (between Ibatindal and the practice exam).

| wrote a review between the two prep programgedt(it's posted in that section). Here
I'll post how | got there (excluding the essay iea).

Quant:

I've always been pretty strong in quant. type peoid/classes. My biggest issue on
standardized tests is the question doesn't alwalygau to solve for the unknown. It
wants you to take the unknown and extrapolate @uiesother value. Knowing people
will short read the problem, the answer to the wwkmis often one of the answers (this is
only true for concrete answers, not variables Int&ms). To resolve this - SLOW
DOWN. Try to budget an average of 2 mins per qoagtiising the time provided here).
Some questions you will use more time and somewjitbwse less. The goal is to make
sure you don't get *stuck* for too long and MAKEsWyou answer what the question is
asking.

You can solve all the math problems with Algebfgpou want to spend a lot of time on
the problems. Rehashing number properties (prabglekponents, etc.), geometry,
simply trig, will help you get through tough probis is a reasonable amount of time. |
made sure | memorized the following:

General rulesfor quadrilaterals

General rulefor other polygons

Rulesfor right triangle (especially the special ones)
Squares through 15



(and maybe a few other things I'm not recallindgptigow. I'll edit this post if anything
changes).

Data Sufficiency:
The problem can usually be reduced to somethingleim
i.e. If the question is asking "if X and Y are battegers, is x-y-5 > x+y+3?"

You might look at the problem and say "ok, | hawe wariables so | either need to
equations or two variables." The problem is you reatuce the inequality as follows:

Subtract X from both sides ------- >
(-X)+X-y-5>(-X)+x+y+3 = y-5>y+3
Add Y to both sides ------- >
(+Y)-y-5 > (+y)+y+3 = -5>2y+3
Add 5 to both sides ------- >

(+5)-5 > (+5)+2y+3 = 0 > 2y+8

You know have "if X and Y are both integers, is Qy+8?"
X is irrelevant now. All you need to know is y ayolu can solve for the inequality.
Reducing the equation lets you know "what do llyeaded to solve this"

Also, problems can always be set up in this fashion
AD |or | BD
BCE | |JACE

If the answer is not A, it cannot be D (or if ydars with b and if not B, it can not be D).
Then, go through the elimination process to elir@rithe remaining choices among ACE
or BCE. This will improve your chances of guessomgthe more difficult questions you
get stuck on.

Verbal:

| was pretty strong on reading comprehension aitidarreasoning to begin with. One of
my captain obvious problems on verbal was | cowltdhe captain obvious. If | found a
problem where the solution was essential verbatimhat was in the passage/argument,
I would rule it out as being "too obvious". Ofténwyas wrong on those. Please note: the
solution MUST be verbatim for this to be the c&ame solutions change slight wording
(sometimes/always/never/etc.) and is NOT a verbegimsh of what was in the passage
or argument.

My main weakness verbal was sentence correct.Ralph Wiggum from the Simspons



(cartoon here in the US ("Me fail English, thatgassible")). The following strategy
worked for me:

- Ensure pronouns have clear antecedents (must BE very clear, and some pronouns, like
"which" have very specific rules).

- Ensure the number agree (i.e. singular subject, singular verb)

- Make sure the sentence makes sense (order of operation, things listed, present perfect,
past participle, etc.)

Also, a similar strategy exists between both DatfiGency and Sentence Correction:
You can usually knock off 2-3 wrong answers verickly (within one minute). This,
again, will help your chances with the high levé@-800) problems when you need to
guess.

For critical reasoning:

I would list out the options (A,B,C,D,E) and usersoto make's relationship to that
statement/argument (i.e. "a +" if it strengtheresahgument, or "a -" if it weakens the
argument). Again, on the very difficult problemsuycould quickly reduce two or three
options and increase your chances on the uppdrgesalems).

Hope this helps, please post any questions.

-Muhammad

Member=2guptaji=2750 (Q49,V42)

Background

I’'m an Engineer from India. Graduated in 2005 amatked with a Global Manufacturing
giant for 1.5 years. Joined a startup in the BaoddWaterials industry and have been
working with their Operations team for the paseans.

Decided to give my GMAT in 2007.

GMAT attempt 1- Nov 2007: 680 (Q49, V34)

GMAT attempt 2- Oct 2009: 750 (Q49, V42)

Decided to retake the GMAT ‘cos neither was 68Gertive enough of my capabilities,
nor was it good enough. | knew | had to work adletmy verbal to improve my score. |
restarted preparing around about feb or mar in 2009

This is a list of material that | used most exteelsy:

Verbal:

1. Manhattan Sentence CorrectiGuide 4th edition

2. Official Guide 1011 & 12

3. Verbal Review for Official Guiddst & 2nd Edition

4. Manhattan GMAT online forums

5. Kaplan 800
Quants:




1. Official Guides
2. CAT (Indian MBA entrance test) material
3.GMAT Club Tests

Test Resources:

1. GMAT prep (latest version)

2. GMAT prep (older version)

3. Powerprep

4. Manhattan GMAT tests (MGMATS)
5. GMAT Club tests

Sentence Correction

SC was my weakest section and one that scaredemadhbt. Going into the GMAT it
was my strongest section..!!

Manhattan SC guide is a must havdor anyone looking to do well in SC. Buy the lates
edition if you do not have it already; you'll getcess to the 6 MGMATSs as well. Do
0OG10andOG12 You can skifDG11if you like. Go thru’ the explanations given ireth
OGs; they are invaluable. And pleakethe OGs at least twiceVerbal Review for
Official Guide 2nd editions is also highly recommended.

Stay away from 1000SC if you are just starting yon@parations. They contain a lot of
non-standard questions and some of the answehg iguide are wrong. You can use it
later on in your prep, when you are more confideithh SC. Also,
thousandsc.blogspot.conis a great resource for answers and explanations.

Start referring thManhattan GMAT online forums. The teaching staff is very active
on these forums and always offer great solutiomsexplanations. Stay away from other
online forums for SC and their typical “SC questadrihe day” and “SC discussion” type
of threads. The reason is that none of the postarese threads are experts (except
maybe a few) and often endorse the wrong answeegpldnation with all the
confidence in the world. You'll only end up gettingnfused. Also, a lot of the questions
posted in these threads are non-standard questinohsot reflective of the GMAT.

Practice, Practice and more Practice..!!

This is the only way to improve your SC performangéth enough practice you'll be
solving SC questions in less than a minute’s tikhest SC questions have tBe2 split.
You'll start noticing it as you practice more andm@ Eliminate bad choices
immediately. Typically you will end with 2 closeaibes with even the toughest of SC
guestions.

Critical Reasoning

This was always one of my stronger sections. Bytlyfeund it to be the toughest on the
GMAT. The difficulty level of CR questions on theMAT was definitely tougher than
what | had come across during my preps.




OGs and the Verbal Review are the best resourcaggh. Do as many questions as
possible. With enough practice you'll start seeirgain patterns. Strong language and
assertions are normally never right when it comesvaluating an argument or
determining assumptions.

There aren’t a lot of rules that one can use fora@R there is not much you can do to
improve your accuracy other than practicing as ntargstions as possible.

PowerScore CRible: | never read it cos it was a huge documaut) hear great things
about it. Do it if you have the time and feel iniscessary
Manhattan CRyuide: It's a short guide and pretty concise. @a'tit once or twice.

Reading Comprehension

Another problem area for many. | was scared ofggess on feminism, labor reforms,
civil rights etc earlier, But by the time | took i3MAT | was getting every RC question
right on myGMATprep testaand wouldn’t be surprised if | got them all rigdvten on my
GMAT.

The key here is to understand the passage clesstiyad of looking at the questions and
searching for the answers in the passage. Duringp@parationtake your time to
understand the passage before attempting the questi. It's ok if it takes multiple
reads before you understand what the passage is ing to say With practice your
speed and accuracy will definitely improve.

Again, there are no rules or tricks for RC. You &y figure out which strategy works
best for you. What works for one may not work aeoth

Start reading quality editorials and articles oaliBuggested resources: articles and
editorials in New York Times and WSJ (these shgwld help you with your grammar
and general diction as well).

Quants

Having taken my CAT (an Indian MBA entrance testjltiple times, | was pretty
comfortable with PS. But DS is the real kicker hérgcrewed up my quants royally on
the GMAT. Ended up with a mere 49 when | shouldgered at least 50..!! Reason: lack
of practice and speeBo not take Quants lightly. If you think you are good, then aim
for 51.11

DS is very very different from the questions yoa 8eCAT. And tough DS questions are
what will decide your Quants score.

Except for a handful of good questions, OG’s aeparhen it comes to Quants. | would
suggest th&MAT Club tests and MGMATs (Manhattan GMAT) for better and
tougher question®lumber systemss the most important topic in DS on the GMAT, so
be thorough with your basics. Please go thru’ tharis theory in the OG to understand




the scope of what is tested. Do not waste your tmkearning things that will never be
tested on the GMAT.

GMAC offersGMAT Focus for $25 on their website. This is supposed to tedty good.
Never tried it though. I did not go thru’ the 10@B&nd 1000DS documents, so can't
comment on them.

Tests
Good quality tests can make a big difference beatveegood score and a great score.

GMATprep : What you score on the GMATprep before your GMAIT e within 10-
20 points of your actual GMAT score.

Not many people know this, blihere are two versions of the GMATprep software
one is the latest version on mba.com and the ethemreleased a couple of years back, in
2007. Download both for extra practice.

Attaching the links for both the GMATprep versions:

Old GMATprep Version:

http://www.2shared.com/file/2404941/b43 ... Settmplh

New GMATprep Version

http://www.mba.com/mba/thegmat/download ... onsafewv

PowerPrep (this is a really old version)
http://ftp.muw.edu/Utilities/GMAT/ppgmat30.exe

The GMATprep exams can be taken at least twiceowitseeing too many repeat
guestions. Please make sure you take at least 2Tpk&f exams right before your
GMAT at the same time as your GMAT appointment.

My GMATprep scores during my preparation:

1. GMAT prep 1 (2007) -770 (Q50, V47)

2. GMAT prep 2 (2007) -750

3. GMAT prep 1 (2009) — 750 (Q50, Vv41)

4. GMAT prep 2 (2009) — 750 (Q49, V42)

Before my GMAT

5. (9 oct) GMAT prep 1 (2007) — 770 (Q50, V45)
6. (10 oct) GMAT prep 2 (2007)— 760 (Q50, V42)
7. (12 oct) GMAT prep 1 (2009) — 770 (Q50, Vv45)
8. (13 oct) GMAT prep 2 (2009)- 750 (Q50, V40)
9. (14 oct) GMAT prep 2(repeat) (2009) — 780 (Q847)

MGMATSs

They are great for Quants practice and good fdvalehey are CAT in nature and the
scoring algorithm is pretty accurate.

My average score over 6 MGMATSs: 730 (don't havehiteakup)

KAPLAN tests



Please stay away from thes@ hey are just bad practice material. They not €Amd
have very poor questions.

PowerPrep

These tests are excellent during the initial stajg®ur preparation. The scoring
algorithm is the same as that on the GMAT. Butghestions you see on PowerPrep will
be easier than those on GMATprep. Also, most afetmuestions are now in the OGs

My G-Day experience:

I had scheduled my GMAT for 15-OCT at 9.00 AM. Moy preferred slot but this was
all that was available.

Starting 10-Oct, | started taking full length GMAEp exams , including both the AWA
essays, at the same time as GMAT slot, 9.00AM. Eneungh, | saw some repeat
guestions, | was a seeing a lot of new questions.

| wanted to sleep for at least 8 hours before myAGMout could manage only 6 as |
couldn’t finish my revisions and was pretty nervoNsvertheless, woke up, got ready,
had a really light breakfast (just some fresh &uif) and was off to the test center. Had a
RED BULL on my way. Reached the test center abOunihs before my appointment
and completed the test center verification formeditStarted my exam around 9.15am
with a racing heart!

AWA section was as expected; the argument was fidlopholes and assumptions and
was easily attackable on multiple grounds. Andd already decided to structure the
argument based on my template that | had prepanmedgithe course of my preps. The
analysis of an issue was not too tough either,|avak able to squeeze in 3
points/examples in favor of my stand on the is§i@shed both the essays a minute too
late maybe.

Break T 1 Red Bull + 1 chocolate + Slow breathing for iaune

Quants section | wanted to do well in quants, scoring at ledktibnot 51. And | knew

it wouldn’t be easy. Based on the questions in GM#&P, | knew | was gonna get some
tricky questions which would require both time apeéted. And speed was not my
forte..!! Anyways, | really got stuck in a 2 or Buestions and | have a feeling | got
them wrong, resulting in a score of only 49..!1ilBPt manage my time in the section
very well; | managed to confirm the answer for ldst question with just 3 secs left..!!
Speed and lack of time management cost me dea@yants.

Break 2 1 Red Bull + 1 chocolate + Slow breathing for iaume
Verbal: | knew my Quants performance was not up to thekntaut | just told myself

that you have done better than you think and yeuganna make up for lost ground in
the verbal section. Didn’t let a single negativeught pop into my head. Started off with



a couple of SC'’s, followed by a couple of close S&d CR’s. My strongest point in
Verbal was my RC. | was getting all my RC questioghkt on all my GMATprep exams
and had been feeling very comfortable with RC’soah tough subjects as feminism,
civil war movements in America, socialism etc. lukadn’t be surprised if | got all my RC
guestions correct on my GMAT. | was really quickiwall the SC questions, and was
feeling very comfortable with whatever the GMATdtwr at me. There were a couple of
really close questions in SC, but I think I gotrtheght. CR turned out to be my nemesis.
Long passages with 2-3 very close options. | waatkxd of time on some questions and
still wasn’t sure of my answers in some casespite ©f a very good pace thru’ my SC
and RC questions, | had rush thru’ my verbal sadiovards the end. Had to finish 12
guestions within a mere 12-13 minutes. | knew | bad RC left, and was sure it
wouldn’t be a tough one. | decided to guess orCiRequestions and breezed thru’ my
remaining RC and 4-5 SC questions. The strategy @faiwell as | had enough time to
finish my verbal section. Said “Yes” to the finalestion in the section and heaved a
huge sigh of relief .. !l

Was given some survey questions to fill out ané$w no mood of doing anything

other than looking at my score..!! | was zonedand had no patience to sit thru’ a bunch
of boring questions. Decided to leave them unarssvand went to the report scores
screen.

The moments the software takes to show you youttsesere excruciatingly painful..!!

When | saw my score, | was over the moon literdtiynched my fist in the air a few
times and kept saying “YES.. YES..” to myself. t ggactly how much | wanted..!!

Came out, called my folks and some friends..
My tips for the G-day:

1. Get ample sleepGMAT can be very fatiguing, both mentally and gicglly. (On

your way to the test center, listen to your fawntusic, music you can sing along with,
to calm nerves or whatever that helps..!!)

2. Take it easy on the day before your GMAT. Just @IGMATprep and do some basic
revisions. Don’t study anything new. It's not worthTrust your preps and sleep early.
3. Take your favorite energy drinks and chocolateb wou. These things give you
instant energy and are digested very quickly. Mwaiething light in the breaks even if
you are not feeling hungry.

4. Take full length GMATprep exams in the days leadingup to your GMAT,

including AWA essays, timed breaks et allt will condition your mind and body to sit
thru’ the actual GMAT. (it’s easy to neglect the AVBection when taking mock tests,
but, trust me, that's a bad strategy. The two essaly be mentally fatiguing and can
leave you tired and stressed out for Quants antdalef you haven't had enough
practice).

5. Prepare yourself mentally before every sectiorer&¥you are not doing well in the
first few questions of a particular section, youlC&ake up for lost ground by getting a



string a correct answerd/hatever it is DO NOT THINK about the previous

qguestion. IT IS A BIG BIG mistake.

6. Do not try to judge the difficulty of the questggou are getting. Even if you get the
first 15 questions right, you will see a few realsy questions, ‘cos that's how the
GMAT is designed. And remember, more often than ymt are doing much better than
you think you are.

7.1f you have had a bad section, forget about it andhove on to the nextDon't screw
up your next section thinking about the previous.dhlot of people make that mistake
and end up with scores much lower than what thegme.

8. WHATEVER you do, manage your time and answer all the quesin the section.
Leaving a question unanswered will affect your samiversely. Guess the last few
guestions if you have to, ‘cos chances are the GMAg already determined your score,
but leave nothing unanswered.

I’'m sorry for posting such a long post, but | dgpbkdhat at least some of you can benefit
from my experience.

Thanks for reading and All the Best. Would be nmtbien happy to answer any queries
any of you might have.

Member Audio750(Q49, V42)

Just wanted to share my GMAT experience. | jusk the exam today, and | got 750.
My prep material was:
- Manhattan verbal books. | didn't open the RC @Rdones though. As a non-English

native (although | have a very good grasp of EhgliSentence Correction Boakas
essential. It really helped me improve my verbdlsk

- Math challengesGreat practice for maths. | recommend this toyhady, especially
considering the price, best value for money I"ensettp://gmatclub.com/wiki/Tests

- OG ed.11. Good basic practice exercices

- 1000 tests.

Background: | studied business in uni, with a gfremphasis on maths, chemistry and
physics in the first years (commercial engineertliose of you who understand what it
means). So I've always been comfortable with figued speed tests (did CFA 1st level
too). | lived in several English-speaking countr&s I'm quite comfortable with the
language, but I'm not perfectly bilingual. Someids were a bit tricky for example.

I'll split my explanations in maths and verbal.

Math



| did almost all the challenges, and did the diffiexercices in the OG. Maths was
always going to be easier for me than verbal. Indide to polish my math theory, ecause
| forgot a lot.

My recommendation would be the following for thageyou who are not poor in maths
(sorry if this sounds like I'm bragging): the OGtmtheory is sufficient to revise most of
the principles you need to know. What really helffezigh were the "tricks", for
example in order to add several consecutive ingggeke the middle figure and multiply
it by the number of figures, etc. This could solike basic stuff for the math gurus, but |
forgot most of this, and it's VERY VERY useful inest where speed is essential.
Anything that can make you save time is good, {defo need it. Surf on th@ath
forumto check for this.

Also, knowing that you can use several methodg;mtbdnswers was very useful - this
might sound very stupid, but before going on theirio | never thought of replacing
figures in the different results, etc. Try to id@nthe easiest method for each question. |
still made that mistake in the exam, trying to sadvcomplicated problem without
replacing, cost me 1.5 minutes, which was ridicslou

Also, you HAVE to know the basic stuff inside olitis not prime, 0 is even and isn't
negative or positive, etc. The corrolary of thisread the question CAREFULLY. If we
speak about a POSITIVE INTEGER, you can forget abob. Inversely, an integer can
also be sg2. NEVER forget to test special figurehsas 1 and 0 in the DS questions.

The best practice | found were the challenges,atet | reckon - quite similar to what
you are going to get on the GMAT. COngrats to thegdd who contributed to their
creation btw, you guys are spot on. Well done. fé®$hat kind of practice is

ridiculously low (especially with the very high eur ), don't hesitate and get it!

This is all | used for maths, and it was enougtoni't think | could increase my 49
without practicing like a nutter - not worth ittHink that was my limit.

Verbal

I'm not very good in verbal. Like all the interratal students, | struggled with SC. |
practiced RC and CR with the 1000 tests (did 12€aah), and that was enough for me. |
studied SC with the Manhattan book. | would likesteess here that this book was a
BIBLE for me. SC was much clearer to me after thatwell as understanding the 3/2
concept. | would recommend all the internationatlehts to get this book.

Last remark: | also don't believe in studying 6 tharbefore the exam. Regular studying
+ 2 weeks intensive before the exam should dotddk 2.5 weeks off, where | wrote a
couple of essays and studied).

Anyway, if you have questions, please don't heditat



MBAQirl2010-2710 (Q47 V41)

Hi everyone,

after soaking in a lot of strategies from this forand covering most 700-800 targeted
material out there, | crossed the great barrieresdéirst, | want to say a big thank you to
all of you. Second, here is what | found out:

My initial experimental tests (no prep) ranged bedw 550 (81 percentile on Kaplan) and
650. | was looking to get into a bracket highentkfzat so | researched 700-800 score
materials and got these, reading them in the fafigwrder:

Kaplan 800 (fast read, easy questions, neat quick fix stresdgut no theoretical
substance).

Veritas Prep on Demand] promise it was cheaper when | got it)
http://www.veritasprep.com/GMAT _store/item-detadls/- This gave me the three
books fromOG11 a magic yellow paper + pen combination that feéd me through

my entire prep process, 15 tests that | didn'tdild ¢ne, but most were from other places
(800Score, Arco, 5-Feritastests) and the one | did seemed easy), 16 orlgteon
lectures and th&eritasbooks. TheVeritasbooks were precisely the same as the lectures
but also had a ton of Excercises. So If you haeebthoks, don't bother getting the
lecturesVeritashas much less theoretical content than ManhattahG ellow) but

had much much more exercises that were focusedfispttg on the material. They had
several tricks different from Manhattan, but | foumost of those hidden in the linked
pages bellow on this forum. One thing really helpéte Probability and Combinatorics
section ofVeritas They actually separated Permutations, Combingiima Probability
into separate sections in one book with separaeceses on each and then combined
guestions for the rest of the book (100+ questidde)ike the Manhattan Probability
material, thé/eritasone + the/eritasexercises actually stuck with me. The only two
sections irVeritas| would recommend are the Arguments and the
Probability/Combinatory books. For the rest - getitlattanGMAT and read this forum.

Manhattan GMAT all 8 books which come with test banks and 6 lask-full CAT
tests. Those 8 are best possible theory books aoget if you have the patience to go
through the full material. | did and it took a 12ydvacation + several weekends to
complete them. | also did all exercises after essition, because brains can't be trusted
to apply everything they read weeks after they reddere is how the MGMAT helped:
- Practice turned the valuable concepts into iimifor me -so | highly recommend
practicing the concepts without delay after readiegn.

- The Manhattan Q-banks are small and targeteddb bBook, but they will still kick
your butt.

- The Manhattan CATs have tougher Math and fartbky Verbal. The math always
took more time than was allotted so they made xoekent timing practice. | kept
getting 47-49 on my Math after reading everythimgpuld read about the GMAT math
section.

- Manhattan Verbal was OK and | had no issues titing in it (always finished 5
minutes early) except | could not get over V3753dests in a row. | felt like | had



platted. At this moment of great frustration camme GMATClub and saved the day. Just
a couple of days of reading everything linked here:

everything-you-need-to-prepare-for-the-gmat-revigeé€83.html
and here:
new-to-the-verbal-forum-please-read-this-first-76 5dml

| was scoring 45 on the Manhattan CAT verbal duthreglast week before my exam.

Original Guides 11ed-needless to say, those were a must read. Thaegdube some
guestions repeat between the OG and the GMATPRERase | think | got a
deceptively high Score on my GMATPreps.

Here is my order and scores on tests:

GMATPrepl: 740 (first attempt - right after | rethek Veritasand Manhattan guides)
MGMAT1: 700

MGMAT2: 690

MGMATS3: 680

MGMAT4: 680 (imagine the frustration piling at tipsint)

GMATPrep2: 710 (first attempt - checking my saratter the negative progression in
scores )

GMATClub strategy days

MGMAT4: 720 (q:44 v:45) (things were looking upptigh | did miss 3-4 math
guestions because of timing)

Actual GMAT: 710 (q:47 v:41) AWA:5.5 - slowed dovem two verbal questions and
that made me rush through 4 in the end thoughthih | got 2 of those (non-
sequentially) right.

Oh and I did do 1000 of all the OG questions inlitheks (started with the harder
guestions, in case | ran out of time for the eariembers, and | did run out of time) and
| did do those at 60 per day for a few days + 1whgn | did 300 questions. My scoring
average was 85-92% right on most questions (85%h@hardest 20 questions of each
section)

Word of Warning - some of the strategies on théakside that | learned on this forum
slowed my reading a bit for a better score, but aiade me have to catch up in time for
the first time in my verbal testing experience.rnare practice on my side would have
been good, but it didn't help that | found thetstgges during my last week before the
test. The links are above, make sure to read thadg in your testing practice

Here are the strategies that helped the most dtestglay that | learned form this forum:
1. I memorized the 15 minute interval table andtesibdown on my pad before each
section:

Time left | Q#: Quant | Q#: Verbal
75111



60 | 7-8 | 8-10

45 | 14-15 | 16-18
30 | 21-22 | 24-26
15 | 28-29 | 32-34

That really helped keep my time in check, excepttie two questions in the verbal
section that | slowed down on after only 15 minwtese left (that was on my hour # 6 of
being under stress so | was getting tired).

2. 1 had also followed the Ursula's prep advice jattgéd down all of my errors and
reasons for the errors (careless, slow, unsurgthfetmughout my entire test preparation

3. I had read all of the Sentence Correction nsit@sed by people on the forum and
spotted the because/in that and a couple of oticks tduring the test.

4. During one of the Strategy discussions herarled that messing up several questions
in a row affects your score far worse than haviggtfiwrong/right/wrong/right. So any
time | was running out of time, | made it a pomido the remaining questions in this
pattern until | caught up with my timing: guessuestion / do a question / guess a
guestion / do a question .

What happened on test day:

- Got up at 5am for a test at 8am (drive, food,-d@dking, and freak-out time was
budgeted in). By 11:00 - 11:30am the words wereriolg on my monitor and | was
running low on brain 'RAM memory' (for non-computelks, its the ability to remember
content long enough to answer questions withouéaehing). Though | did wake up at
the same time and did the same ammount of wottkeasame time for 4 days in a row
before the test.

- Did some questions in each section before gartbe test center - several | inevitably
got wrong but that was the purpose of doing therngs it helped my brain ramp up to a
its standard level safely without messing up imgatrtest scores.

- Took numerous "breathing" and "hands over eyesdhs to reduce stress both before
and during test breaks.

- Took every single minute the test gave me foremk.BY THE WAY: GMAT HAS
CHANGED TIMING ON ITS BREAKS - BREAKS BETWEEN SECDINS ARE
NOW 8 MINITES LONG.

- The questions in the Math section all looked gasgomparison to the Manhattan
CATs. And they were not too layered. | didn't gsiregle probability or combinatorics
guestion, which was not necessarily disappointidgstly number properties,
inequalities and equations. With a few rate ane tquestions.



- The verbal was ok, though | did get a coupleuwdsiions that took me longer than usual
- on SC, one CR. The passages were medium lengthwastly 3-4 questions per
passage. The shorter the passage, the nastiengbgans, as usual.

The AWA:

I have done some blogging in the past, and | cBdAWA part to each sample CAT |
have taken before the real test. The most usefubAdép for me was a tiny book called
ARCO - "Answers to the real essay questions.” Thd@or so pages of strategies in the
beginning of that book were worth their weight mldy After scanning through 2-3 of
their essay questions and following their stratiedigl two random Essays from the real
AWA Q bank and did beautifully with time to spahe two hours, on the day before the
test | felt ready for my AWAs. During the test,dad the same strategies and I think | did
well. The tests questions were not the easiestnsglad | took a few hours to prepare.

TIPS FROM ME:

Study theory before you starting to do tests foeasons:

1. When you start doing tests, the reasons for gostakes may get blurry and the stress
and pressure will make it less obvious to spot wbatdon't know.

2. Practice makes good strategies intuitive, aresstwill wipe out anything that is non-
intuitive during the first few minutes of each sentof the actual test.

3. When you start doing tests, you want to do neses to beat your own scores thus
studying gets very boring and harder to do.

4. No matter how many tricks you know, the GMATisdenowledge of the concepts. So
learn the theory behind the math and verbal. Thvdfealways be more tricks, but that's
because they reflect the attempt that GMAC is nakingoing around the tricks
GMATters are sharing online.

Reading the material on this forum will most certaispeed up your study process.

Sterny=>gmatclub.com: 750 (049, V44)

Just gave the test today and got a 750 (Q49, \X#4jle overall | am definitely happy
and relieved | must admit | am a little dissapainteth the quant score. Never scored
less than 50, but some stupid decisions | madegldne test cost me a 50+ quant score.
Here were my test scores:

GMATPrepl: 760



GMATPrep2: 760
MGMAT 1: 760
MGMAT2: 750
MGMATS3:750
MGMAT4: 730
MGMATS: 760
MGMAT®6: 770

GMATPrep2 (retake): 790
Preparation:

OG - First of all | personally do NOT believe thlaé OG is the bible. OG is just the first
step and by no means will it prepare you for a 72€3re. 80% of the OG is way easier
than Gmatprep and the actual test so keep thaind. o not built false confidence by
doing well in OG. OG should be the FIRST thing ylmiand thats it, after that you must
move on to more difficult sources.

MGMAT - The best CATSs by far. | would highly recorend them

SCs -Manhattan SCA lot of people swear by this as the SC biblé,dnce again | beg
to differ. | think it is a stepping stone, but by means is it the be all and end all of
everything to do with SC. In fact the book doesntear a lot of the ground for the really
tough SCs in GMAT, such as Ellipsis. However, MidST be the starting point for all
study in SC.

The best source for SC in the last 2 weeks of [g#pe GMatPrep document on this
website that covers ALL of the problems posted ma@Prep. Once you go through that
you will realize that for the most difficult questis, simple parallelism, pronoun rules
don't suffice. Learning about these problems issthgle most important thing you can
do for SC prep.

CR/RC - Practice, Practice, Practice. No mateoidarn here, the more you practice the
better you become.

Finally during your practice tests, whenever yotsggnething wrong, don't brush past it,
but understand why you went wrong. Search for tiedlpm on this forum or the
Manhattan forums (highly recommended)

Now onto quant.

Now during the test, | felt like | was doing wetl ihe first 15 gns of quant and got some
tough DS's, but then | got a nasty DS that stu¢k wie through the test. | should have
guessed and moved forward, but | refused to let gasted about 7 mins on this and
paid for it at the end by guessing the last 3-4ggmsi-blindly. Pick the battles you want
to fight.



The Gmatclub challengeasnd the GmatFocus tests are the best prep fot.guaso think
the MGMAT Quant is of a very high quality. if yon acore 49+ in those, you are
definitely good.

| did get a couple of Ellipsis on the actual t&$tere is a beatthegmat.com document (on
their verbal resources page) that explains whélpsis is highly recommended.

Note about the attached document, these will beafse to you if you don’t research
EVERY mistake you make. Make sure yBooglethe answer stem you have got wrong,
the Manhattan forums and their instructors usualigwer the question with great
explanation, so make sure you understand those.

Hope it helps!

Attached docs were GPSC & GPOA (GMATPrep SC & OA)

| felt the verbal considerably easier than anythihgd done. Every SC seemed to be

water-tight and apart from a few CRs towards thet@md a nasty RC at the very end, |
was in control throughout.

So there you go, | am done with it.. Feel freedk me any questions.

Pathfinder-=>gmatclub.com: 720 (Q48, V41)

Score: 720 (Q48 v41)
Introduction:

Maybe subject should state: "from 580 to 720" simgefirst attempt was in October
2005. When | scored 580 (Q36 V33). After that atlytforgot about GMAT until |
started new round of "preparation” in August 208at. the exam scheduled in October
2007.

At that time | was not active user of any forumeTdnly book | had wakaplan premier
from 2001. And, couple of weeks before exam friehchine brought me Kaplan800. |
thought that should be enough for 700 - 750 sddtent in English, have some black
spots in math, but, hey | have Kaplan800 - why &howorry. After some 4-5 weeks of
preparation | took exam again and bang: 610 (Q4R2) VBIHAAAATT? Lower verbal
than that in my first attempt. Not should even n@enthat | was really mad and then |
decided to retake and to start some serious lgarnin

Preparation

First of all, joined Gmatclub and Beatthegmat fosu@ne of the first things | have
noticed on these forums was that wohdaplan” and“"decrease in verbal score"seem



to be inseparable. Lurking throughout these forugethered the list of literature that
should be used and I stick to that to the lastafagy study:

1) OG11 with Q and V reviews No argue about that, no one can master GMAT witho
these books.

2) Manhattan GMAT . | used all five quant guides and sentence caoretiook. As |
said, math used to be my weak area, but | managedrease my score substantially by
using these book#&lanhattan SQuide has a legendary reputation and | wouldmlt ad
anything here. Simply, must have. | didn't usertR& and CR guides since | firmly
believe that only thing that should be used foséhareas is OG.

3) Various notes and sheets developed by membéhssaind other forums (Spidy's
notes, Prachi SC blog, TOEFL books...),

4) For math | used some old encyclopedias as Laeoasd some old formula notes from
1984.(1?). You wouldn't believe how many usefufistdiound in these funny looking
dusty books of my parents. Also, for math | bougjettronic book frordGMAT
Company from India. | did that on recommendatiosahe member of this forum and |
loved that book.

OK, what is the point of my funny literature lisated above? Use whatever you want
and whatever you can find for Math and for SC. DAQBSE anything but OG for RC

and CR. For RC you may us some magazines suchaa®icst, although | didn't, you
may even use LSAT readings, but if you use LSADably from 1000RC source) use

it just for practice of speed reading. This is gsodrce to practice reading a passage less
than 3 minutes since their readings are extremaiyng and tedious. However, don't try

to answer their questions because their assumpiensiuch deeper and they often tend
to get out of scope.

Another useful tool wa&MATprep . This is by far the most valuable source that care
get free of charge. That resource is a true goftendican only say "GMAC, thank you".
Do these as many as you can. This is tool for p@eind, although it can be used as a
reliable predictor of your test day performanceatih the point of that you realize 3
days before exam that you are going to score 670 ¢&res! 3 days before actual exam
I don't want to know nothing about my future penfi@nce. What can | alter? In the end
of the day, you are taking that awful exam in ortdegauge your abilities. Let the real
exam care about measurements, GMATprep is a ptépataol and should be used for
that purpose. And, yes, this is the only CAT besi@ewerprep | found useful. Although

| adore MGMAT's guides | really hate their CAT'saivhattan CAT's are awfully tedious
and can only lead you to the heart attack. Thetpdithe hard math question is that it
should be hard because you have problem to ANSWIERS than 2 minutes not because
you can’t READ it less than 2 minutes! And thathie problem with MGMAT, their
guestions are so geeky difficult that something tikat will never, and i mean never,
appear on the real thing.

Test day:

The level of actual questionsvas very similar to those from GMATprep, even for a



click less time consuming and maybe | even cowdittée less difficult. Maybe...
Anyway, they are on par with GP - both math andbaker

On the test day | did what | do every morning: ate same damn séctd| eat every day,
drank same coffee | drink every day, read same pa&pess... Don't bother too much with
"carb-hydrates-cereals-caffeine-taurine-Huey-Deweyand-Louie" stuff! If you drink
Taurin e drinks such as Red Bull regularly (as | do) ditrik the pause. If you don't -
drink water or something else you like. Point isnd make the rocket science of your
test day; it's too late for that then. You needtaf rocket science work before that.

On the test day, go in the test center with allatvefidence of this world and destroy the
damn thing! Good luck to you all, people!

Peaceyall>amaclub.com: 760 (049, V44)

Boy am i surprised and i'm so happy to get myh#ek (at least until i start the app
process).

Had a 4pm exam in the US
760 99th percentile

g49 89th percentile

v44 97th percentile

awa 6.0 87th percentile

this score is a shocker. my previous scores:

19 Mar: MGMAT 650 q44/v33

10 Apr: MGMAT 600 g40/v33

11 May: MGMAT 620 q35/v39

7 Jun: MGMAT 670 g40/v41

14 Jun: GMATPrep 710 g46/v4l

15 Jun: GMATPrep 710 g46/v4l

17 Jun: MGMAT 650 q40/v39

26 Jun: MGMAT 680 q37/v45 (i knew i bombed the maiththis one because i took my
sweet time after getting stuck on a few problems)

how i got a 760 blows my mind. i'm one of thos&s$olvho always had to work hard to
get good grades. i hate math and hate writinghbué decent grammar. i took a
MGMAT class to provide discipline to my studiefad tried studying on my own before
and just couldn't get into it, so laying down sorash got me motivated. additionally,
work was fairly light while i was taking the clasghereas in the past, i couldn't stick to a
study regimen because i'd get home late every .night

also, 3 weeks before the exam, i had basically atimioiatus from studying because i had
3 weekend trips in a row that couldn't be avoidedl i then ended up scheduling the
exam with less than 3 weeks before the exam dause work suddenly picked up and i
knew i'd be working long hours with a few tripsabhghout the summer. so i basically



crammed in in a lot of studying and practice tésts weeks before the exam and i think
things clicked for me during this time. that's wou'll see so many practice exams taken
so close togetherdo not recommend this type of studying. howevdn think it's
important to compress your studying so that youreamember everything you're
learning.over time, this info will seep away (i'm sure fdrget everything right away), so
you don't want to keep having to remember all traselom math or verbal rules just so
you can do well on the GMAT.

study materials

- MGMAT class and books

- MGMAT question bank

- OG11- all 3 books

- Princeton Review & Kaplan to get acquainted,didh't use those too much

- chineseburned AWA guidel-t64327

- testmagic.com

- gmatclub challenge problems - i only did like€chuse i bought them about two weeks
ago on an impulse because i started freaking aaesihad signed up for an exam 2
weeks away.

i didn't end up using these forums too much foctca questions, except when i had
specific questions. i just didn't have time witle ttlass and all the homework. but
whenever i found a thread posted on a questiod,iiffaund it super helfpul. i also didn't
use the additional SC 1000 and other files floairgund. those could be risky,
especially if they have wrong answers. i'd stickmM@G11 if you need more practice,
purchase MGMAT's question banks or gmatclub's ehgk problems.

i highly recommend MGMAT materialén my view, the math is much harder than what's
on the GMAT and MGMAT teaches you concepts rathantust strategies. while i took

a live class, i'd highly recommend the online @& s$kelf-study plan. they also have a
separate test bank you can purchase if you chamige take the class. one thing that is
super helpful you get with the class is an excetagsheet that categorizes every
guestion type and the amount of time you took sweam the question. there are tables
that show average time, % correct, % payoff if y@ak longer than 2 minutes to
complete, etc. so you can really diagnose youngtemd weakpoints, determine which
areas you should cut bait, and which areas youldhwark to improve.

now, as far as my tips:

i wish i had taken a GMATPrep test at the very beijig of my studying to get a
baseline of how much i needed to impratbee MGMAT stuff is hard and i didn't realize
how much harder it is until months later when ik@GMATPrep test and was
pleasantly surprised when i got above a 700. theleime i was using MGMAT, my
scores were variable (as you can see above) ami n&ade it beyond 700. as a result, i
never felt good about how i was going to do. talaf@MATPrep in the beginning would
have given me a better understanding of how muehliy did need to study. you may be



worried that you only have 2 tests with GMATPrepl gou'll start to repeat questions if
you take it more than 2 times. who cares. the tiast you take is a baseline and i doubt
that the next time you take it, you'll remembertladl answers, especially if it's a while
later. i didn't take many practice tests while gtad. i took one at the beginning to get a
baseline, then focused on learning concepts arnichgeny timing down. i think it's much
more important to understand where you stand vevsus/ing about seeing repeat
guestions later on.

now on to specifics:

Verbal

CR and RC were definitely weak points in the bemignMGMAT's strategy of taking
notes while reading helped me a lbtakes getting used to at first since it caretak
longer, but once i had it down i took notes fast anly needed to read the passage once,
whereas before i'd need to read it multiple tinne¢so learned that you are not supposed
to do any interpretation at all in answering thegjions. the questions are black and
white and when it asks for a conclusion, it's bgsaely on the info provided. not what
could be a conclusion given your personal knowleatgather random facts, but only
what is written right there in the passage. if'valy literal.

SC is an area i never felt too bad about. MGMATpkdlto reinforce everything so i that
improved my ability to recognize right vs wrong ahd specific areas that GMAT tests
for. the area that i don't like is idioms and i tidnink there's a way around that except to
learn them.

Quant

guant is definitely a weakness for me, particul@8¥. if you're good at quant, then you
shouldn't have too many problems with the GMAT. itugt never liked math, so i had to
spend time studying here. the best book i usedWaBIAT's number properties. there's
a lot of useful info in there, particularly abowinsecutive numbers, prime factors, and
exponent rules.

in prepping for the test, understand your numbeperties, cartesian coordinate system,
geometry, exponent rules, etlmn't worry about combination problems becausegthos
will only show up if you're kicking a**, so if yore just trying to get quant down, don't
waste your time there.

in reading questions, don't jJump to solving thebem right away. if you're taking over
2:30 minutes to solve a problem, you're probalbiyching straight through instead of
realizing there's a shortcut to solving the prob{amd you really should move on). in
studying, i would often read the question and drgdlve it. however, reading it, taking a
step back, and looking at the answer choices lgelps you might realize there's a
shortcut you can use (based on number propertigbabthe answer choices are so far
apart you can estimate the answer.



DS - one thing that helped is writing out the clDYBCE or BD/ACE. the other is
noting whether you're looking for Y/N versus anuattvalue. that tripped me up a lot in
the beginning.

AWA

i only started studying for this with 2 weeks beftine exam date. with MGMAT, they
offer to review 2 essays, score them and providengents. i did it 2 weeks ago, got 3.0s
on both and that really shocked me because i thoughbasically had to be illiterate if
you've got a good grasp of english to get 3.0beeitm wrong, or MGMAT grades much
harder (or both) but that got me worried so theearched around for templates and did
several practice essays until i knew how i wouldrapch the two essays.

studying for the analysis of the argument actulaéiiped with CRthe point of the
argument essay is to find all the flaws becaugbefaulty assumptions in the argument.
this is exactly what you need to do in many of @ questions. i'm pretty sure that
taking an argument and listing out all it's flawgoroved my ability to do CR, sl
actually suggest that you study the argument essanewhat in the beginning of your
efforts, instead of waiting til the end when yowi®ut to take the exam.

for the issue essay, just pick a side and domikttwice about it. come up with 3 reasons
why support or do not support.

for the essays, once you've come up with your reagpjust write. 30 minutes passes by
quick. spend 5 minutes coming up with the points'lyaake, 20 minutes writing, and 5
minutes reviewing. you need to keep to this timelse you'll spend too much time
thinking about what to write and that's about tlegse thing you can do. you need your
thoughts down and if you don't have them, thenrgoessay will suffer.

for the templates, i basically used chineseburnembnjunction with the examples given
in OG11 nothing complicated. learn the structure of tb&ags so you don't have to
spend time during the actual exam thinking abowt {iou're going to structure them.

Test Day

my exam was at 4:15pm so i was really concernedtdiming alert so late in the day. i
didn't get great sleep, probably because of nentksk reading too much about people's
debriefs the night before the exam got me moremervi don't think i felt the best
because i had a headache in the morning and actlidii't eat that much prior to, but
somehow it all worked outmake sure you bring snacks to have between briaks.
concentration that you put in really does drainrnynergy, more so than the practice
tests.

to ensure i didn't fall asleep, i drank a buncbaifee beforehand (something i normally
do) and tried not to eat too much food to prevettigg food coma.



i got to the exam early and they let me take ilyeahad actually scoped out the location
the week before. good thing because it took me B@ites to find it. i also wanted to
make sure i knew what the parking situation wowddike.

during the beginning of the exam, there's a tutéeiab or 10 minutes (i forget). you can
use that time to take any notes about the essalyteanout the keyboard. i wouldn't
recommend taking notes about math or verbal sinc8lyprobably want to get a fresh
pad after writing the essays, since math is nedtraguires tons more writing than any
other section. i didn't take any notes, but instgpdd out my essay templates to get my
brain flowing and also to warm up my fingers todyfast. of course your templates go
away when you leave the tutorial, so if you wamnthon paper, use the pad.

after the essays were done, i took a break. i dzank with about 10 seconds to spare,
after getting checked back in. however, i did matly think about the logistics it took to
get me physically logged back in to the computach time you leave, you're logged out
of the computer and need to be logged back in &atiministrator. you also need to be
fingerprinted again and get a new pad if you saskothis takes about 2 minutes, so try
to take a 5-8 minute break instead) my test adtnaite mistyped his password the first
time, so i lost 15 seconds in quant - not a greeait since i need every second i can get
for quant.

one thing to note is that when you reach the esecton and are about to take a break,
the computer prompts you with Y/N whether or nati yeant a break. DO NOT CLICK
ANYTHING. get the administrator's attention and waitil s/he comes to you. as soon
as you click Yes, the timer starts and if it talkes admin 2 minutes to come, you've just
lost 2 minutes of your break. my admin explainad th me in the beginning, so this
wasn't an issue. but do get back with about 1-2itasleft so you can get fingerprinted
and the admin can type his/her password.

another thing to note: during the test if you naetew pad, there's no good way to really
do it. your admin is most likely not watching tlest takers the whole time and could be
doing other stuff, such as chatting or cleaninglusélets. therefore, it'll probably take a
minute before the admin realizes you need a newymadcan either raise your whole
pad, so that when s/he sees you, s/he may undeérgtameed a new pad and bring one
to you right away (though this may not happen)you can raise your hand so you can
still keep working on the problem, but when the adoomes, s/he will take away your
pad and then you're left staring at the screen améw one comes. either way, you'l
lose time so you'll just have to be prepared fat.th

in quant, i started with a rate question and i ladse. i ended up guessing because i was
a bit flustered after losing 15 seconds and coufdiy concentrate. i actually thought

the quant questions were harder than GMATPrejt like the first few were harder than
the first few i got in GMATPrep practice tests.@lthe questions just seemed different
than what i'd seen in practice. i must have gueabedt 5 times in the quant section. i
suppose i made some good guesses since i got iat de@at score. lesson @pn't spend



too much time on any problem because you wantttd gght. you'll more than likely
run out of time and who knows, that could be areexpental questiarknow your
weaknesses and when to cut byiu should practice under timed conditions so gam
get a sense of when you're spending too long oriauestion.

during this next break, i made sure to get bachk s#veral minutes to spare so i wouldn't
run in to the issue of starting late to no faultof own.

in verbal, i just whizzed through the whole sectiounno what happened, but by the
time i was down to the last 5 or so questionsdilikee 20 minutes left. that has never
happened before in any of my practicing. at theigndk about 5 minutes a question
since i had so much time left. the last couple weadly tricky SCs so that was somewhat
helpful to just sit and think. but i still ended gpessing. i felt much more confident
about verbal than math since i felt i was gettingiy much every question right, and
only had a few i was unsure about.

when you get to the end, more questions appeangéi your name, ethnicity, job, etc.
just skip all that junk - it's not required. clitkrough several pages, and voila - you get
your score.

good luck everyone! i'm just a regular jane andnikely was expecting to take this 2x.
i'm confident that you can beat the gmé&#

If you have specific questions, just ask. I'm giadhelp.

TheDoberman: 780 (Q50, V49)

After reading everyone else’s story over the pastionths — | wanted to share my own
in case people can take anything away from it. ¥adong...

Prep Materials:

Kaplan GMAT 2010- It was the first book | saw so | bought it. Nbatd, but it's lacking
good math and language refreshers (later founlderOfficial Guid@. The test taking
strategies were helpful and | stuck with themadl way through to the test. When | was
done with the book, | knew | wasn't ready and neletldeseek out more sources.

Official Guide 12— Wish | had started with this one. The lessonswmatever you call

the chapters that give a review of what can betgstere great. | think the PS examples
were a good base, but not difficult enough to yegdit a workout. | supplemented the
tutorials with some basic math textbooks | took fooin the library (great for exponents,
factoring, geometry, etc.) which gave me plentgaéstions to get back to basics.

GMAT Club Tests- After going through the OG, | knew | wasn't rgddr the math and
had run out of problems. Came across these onebsite and gave them a try. These
guestions are certainly tougher and being ableséctlie timer was a good help to get




used to pacing. | used them here and there, soe®timing a full timed section,
sometimes just doing a few questions for practia. through about 10 of the 25 tests
before I'd had enough. Didn’t touch the verbal ones

The Prep:

When | started my studying, | found the math coteép be very frustrating — | knew |
“should” be able to figure out the answers but daiil | realized | wasn’t going to be
able to just breeze through on common sense ano gairk learning the basics (number
properties, geometry rules, etc) all over agaire thining point in my studying (which
came later than it should have) was when | stop@ty to solve problems by brute
force and started to try and figure out what thesions were really asking and what
they were giving me. This really helped becausatendly | started to see the short cuts
in questions which saves time and often makes #ité you have to crank out much,
much easier. My advice - don’t just memorize howldocertain questions even though
it's easier and makes you feel better, try to le@ny and how you're supposed to solve
them (if that makes sense??). With so many posgimstions, it is highly unlikely you'd
see a question you’'ve memorized how to answer nmécdl/— but you will see the same
concepts and ideas over and over again.

For the verbal, | was pretty lucky. From the stdniny studying, | could usually get an
idea of what the answer ‘should look like’ and thigu it in the options. | used the
verbal practice questions to develop a routindnaw to approach the different question
types so that when it came to the test, | woulddrafortable with how to systematically
answer the questions. | spent far less prep timethan | did for the quants.

| did keep arerror logwhich was helpful.

| would usually do problems in sets of 20 or seje® the answers and put any mistakes
in theerror log | would read the log over from time to time aedd it the morning of the
exam as well as a last minute reminder not to nia&elumb mistakes | had been
making.

The only practice exams | took were the official &Mpractice tests which | took twice
(once about 4 weeks in, once about 6). Data seff@y questions were an absolute
disaster and overall | was just being carelessrasiting through too many answers.
When | reviewed the tests, most of my errors warpid mistakes, not a lack of
understanding — | had to slow down and read thetores better. | didn’t keep track of
the splits, but the quants were around the midadikthe verbal a bit higher). The results
of those were:

Test 1 - 710 and 720

Test 2 — 720 and 740

At this point I'd been studying for about a montida half. | thought | was ready and
any score in the 700s would have been good enaughd but when | tried to book a
time, | couldn’t find a convenient open space footaer couple of weeks. | was deflated
because | didn’t think | could keep motivated utttgn, in my mind | needed to write it



RIGHT THEN, but I had no other option but to putft. | took a couple of days off from
the books and just attacked it again for the fmadh. | found | was seeing things better
(as in the tricks and traps) and think the litttedk really helped.

The Test Day
Morning of: I did do some light “practice” in theaming, more just to warm up the brain

— some long division, multiplication (no GMAT quests though) and read a couple of
RC passages from my prep book (didn’t answer tlestipns). Read my notes agigtor
log one last time while trying to stay relaxed. Atelwgot to the centre early (no
surprises, the administrators were very nice amgfile and started about 15 minutes
early. For a 6-seat room with a full time supervigbe sign in and sign out procedures
were a little intense, but I digress...

AWA

Nothing surprising here. A flawed argument andssoué you could address from either
side. Stuck to a basic structure, put my thoughtggestions and examples down. | was
very tight for time on both and had to rush thaeenor spelling and grammar — looking
back, | think I tried to put down 1 too many ideash time which made the essays read
like a mess. Disappointed but | wasn't too worfigdvasn’t a complete disaster), the real
test was to come. Took the optional break evenghdwvas tempted to just plow on — |
figured clearing the mind would be of more use thatting my score 5 minutes earlier at
the end. Good choice — take the break.

Quants
People talk about the first 10 questions being irgm (they’re all important), but I just

tried to get through the first 5. | knew that omgmt through 5, my rhythm would get
back to normal and the nerves should be gone.dthaeder than | thought to just treat
every question as a stand-alone rather than ttgifigure out what they were telling me
about how | was scoring. Before the test, | didmtlerstand what people meant when
they said that you shouldn’t assume a questiorpsramental but during the exam | saw
what they meant. A couple of times | felt thingsrgveut of place — really hard, really
easy or just something | wasn’t expecting. Youdivar know for sure what’s going on in
the back of the computer, so just stay focusedestipn by question. Finished just in
time, but | was watching the clock very carefuliydughout to stay on pace. Took the
break again (protein bar, water and washroom iime)t

Verbal

The only thing | can offer up here is that | englest in time even though in my practice
exams | finished with 15 or 20 minutes to spareyserprising. Thinking about it
afterwards - for the practice exams, | would ansthrerquestion if | was 95% sure and
move on but in the real exam | had to make surad ¥00% certain - this ate up all the
extra time and made it a dash to the finish. A t®gptimes | even submitted an answer
and clicked ‘No’ when prompted if | wanted to canfi— neither time did | change my
answer after going back to read again, | shoule: jast moved on.

Results: Skipped through the optional questiongelded the number! As it churned



away, | was thinking the number could be anythind was hoping for something similar
to my practice scores. At the risk of sounding like annoying person who says “I think
| failed” every time and gets straight ‘A’s, | jusidn’t know how | did and felt very
uncomfortable. When 780 came up, | just smiledsTést is baffling.

So there it is, my GMAT story. | think | peakedtla¢ right time and the extra push after
initially thinking | was ready to go took my scdngher than it would have been if | had
just gotten it over with. | do not have a math lgaokind, nor anything that would make
me good at grammar — but | just stuck to learnixar#y what they could test and stayed
calm. I'm also happy to be an outlier on the "squexictors” based on the practice
exams. There surely was some luck involved, butdwawit happened, my study plan
helped me get there. Glad to be over it, but tieestill much left to do. All the best to
everyone yet to write...

Wiredo: 710 to 770 (Q51, V44):

Hi all,

| wanted to share my GMAT experience and, more mambly, the lessons | learnt from
the first take, with the GMAT club community.

What | did the first time:

* Gathered material based on the books suggest&MAT club

* Reviewed the general guides fird€aplan Premier

* Worked on the individual guides nexiManhattan GMAT SCCR, RC

* Followed up with gmatclub math tests

* Practiced essays

* Took several practice tests - Manhattan GMAT @MATPrep

* Studied intensively over the final four weeksdesay up to the exam (total prep time
equaled 2 months)

The result:
710 (92%ile) - Q50 (93%ile), V37 (80%ile), AWA 5.5

What went wrong:

| should probably start with why | was dissatisfigih a 710. The average of my final
four practice tests, before | took the real things a 760. Against some advice |
received, | decided to retake the exam after | sgvgcore report. To be fair, the 710 will
probably not have significant negative impact onapplication all else being the same,
but I just couldn't sleep knowing that | underagbi by 50 points.

But | digress - ok, back to what | believe | didomg. | reviewed a lot of things that a lot
of people did around the test - take coffee befhnég the exam, splash water on the
face during breaks, eat chocolate/energy bars/gmngks, create a grid on the answer
sheet using POE for each question, write down aflotfo for each RC....I could go on.
In any case, | tried very hard to incorporate athese into my strategy... and it didn't
work for me! | realized | was running seriously dghaf time after about the 15th



guestion. | concentrated so much on everytWRPUND the exam that | failed to focus
ON the exam, specifically the verbal portion.

What | did differently next:

* After much debate, | decided to retake the exanhra-registered

* | figured I'd already covered all the materiat thrst time, so | mostly took it easy the
first few weeks

* Knowing what | did wrong the first time, | tooke last few practice exams | hadn't
taken yet, applying the new "relaxed" strategy ok | noted down very little in the
verbal section and let my brain process more. dide well, averaging scores between
V41 and V45, and was finishing each of the Verloal Quant sections with over five
minutes left.

* | followed the same strategy in the real thingdieathis morning, and had about as
much time left again in each section.

The result:
770 (99%ile) - Q51 (98%ile), V44 (97%ile), AWrR?

Key takeaway:

Read about what has worked for others, but onli pid¢ what works for you. Practice
what works for you. Try to finish early in even theactice exams. All of this might seem
very obvious (hey, it was for me too!), but I'm\arig example of what might go wrong
if you try to do too much.

Please post any questions you may have. I'm happglp.

River: 740 (Q50, V40)
I've been reading the gmatclub forum for quite stime and through it | found lots of
interesting material, so now it's my turn to giaxk to the community.

| started my study using Princeton Review. The hisak, but does not go that much in
depth. Possibly it's good to get the overall petinut it cannot take you to high scores.
My first practice test was the Princeton Reviewirenbne, after | finished the book. | got
610 (Q48 V26), which seemed normal, because | h&808/800 at GRE math (quite a
few years ago) and | am not a native English speake

So, my first priority was to fix my verbal:

a) SC: TheManhattan GMAT S@uide rocks! Immediately after finishing it, my SC
went way up. | also read the Powerprep SC bibleitaweds quite good, however the
material is also covered in the MGMAT guide.

b) CR: The Powerprep CR bible rocks! Again, afeading it my CR went up.

¢) RC: I think that the only way to boost RC isregding Wall Street Journal or
Businessweek or something similar. Generally, R€ mg weak point in verbal.

After finishing with all the above | used the OGH &dition +OG11Verbal +OG11
Math for practice. | did all the verbal exercisesce and my scores were 80-90% in each
section.



After finishing with my preparation in verbal, | garound 720-730 in practice tests, so it
was time for Math. | bought all the MGMAT math baol6 of them). The ones that
helped me were the Word Translation (I've readuiiteca few places that this boosts you
from 48 to 50-51 and this is definately true) anel geometry one. I did all the exercises
from the 5 books, as well as th&11+ OG11Math exercises that were mentioned in
theMGMAT quides(l didn't do any other exercises fr@ads11apart from the ones
mentioned in the MGMAT books). After this, | purdeal thegmatclub Testd scored
around 80%-95% in the first 5-6 ones, but thensthés changed (because the last year's
test takers were added to the calculation) antl ide-60-70%. At that point they mostly
became a psychological handicap, so | stopped tisarg@Anyway, at that point | had
managed to get unstuck from 48 in math and eveshrga in some practise tests.

After that in the MGMAT and the GmatPrep practiests | scored a steady 740-760.

So, my target was 750 and | scored a 740. | thiakif | had little more stamina in
verbal | would have had a higher score there. Ealhgtowards the end, | was getting
pretty tired.

Now, I'm waiting for AWA. Hopefully I'll get a 5/&nd I'll be done with GMATE)

The last few practice tests that | gave:

MGMAT CAT 5 (3/1): 740 (Q50 Vv41)

GMATPREP 1 (3/10): 760 (Q49 V46)

GMATPREP 2 (3/11): 740 (Q50 V40)

MGMAT CAT 6 (3/12): 750 (Q51 V41)

GMATPREP 1 Retake (3/13): 770 (Q51 V43) - Thereanmany questions that | had
seen before, but it was a good confidence booster.

| also tried a couple of the Pricenton Review pcactests, but they didn't correlate with
the GmatPrep ones. Also, | have bought the Kapterkand CDs, but | didn't look at
them.

I think that there are 2 major things that shou@Mbe done:

1) | see many people, who become focused in havipgrfect score in one of the 2
sections (more often this happens in Math, wheopleeare after Q51), but they neglect
the other section. So, in the end they have a Hiffggence between the 2 sections and
they ask for intructions on how to increase theerall score. | think that the answer is
obvious: after a specific level in math or verlyaly get insignificant results for lots of
effort. For example, there is no point trying tofgam Q49 to Q51, if you have V30,
because the increase V30->V32 is both easier tmdanore effective than Q49 -> Q51.

2) From my personal experience, | think that gasy to get burned, if you study GMAT
for a long time. After 2 months of study, we gooigliminishing returns (and possibly
even negative returns). The exercises become hatindying becomes careless and it
seems useless to start reading another book frerbedinning, because you already



know 90-95% of the material anyway (but you stifliwto read 300 or 500 pages, in
order to cover the last details). Therefore, inapinion, there should be either a set date
(e.g. register for GMAT 2 months after you staudsfing) or a set target (e.g. set a target
score, when you start studying and after you Hdri2-3 times in practice tests, register
to give the GMAT in the next week). If there is taoget (either score or date), it's really
easy to get burned.

I took 2 PR CATSs. The first one was 610 (Q48 V2&) & was before | had studied
anything. Anyway, that score seemed normal atithe ¢l had just started studying and |
had nothing to compare it to). So, after that isted the PR book, did some of the verbal
from OGlland | gave a MGMAT CAT, which was 680. After thatudied a few more
days (during which among other things, | finishee MGMAT SC book, which boosted
my SC quite a bit) and decided to give anotheré®R but | was frustrated to end up with
a 650. Immediately after finishing that test, | gavGMATPrep test, which gave me 690
(even though I was so tired after giving 2 tests after the other). From that point on, |
decided not to give another PR CAT. | don't kndvit,Wwas coincidence or not, but my
performance at the time felt higher than 650 (aotth MGMAT and GMATPrep seemed
to agree with that). Also, generally | saw a hugeelation between MGMAT and
GMATPrep, so | didn't see any reason to try otestst My suggestion is that you have 6
MGMAT tests + 2 GMATPrep + 2 PowerPrep (this is pinevious version of

GMATPrep and you can still find it in the intern€@ATs = 10 CATSs that have a good
correlation with each other. There is no reasamtother CATs, unless you finish all 10
of them and you have additional time, so you wargrepare more. And even, if you're
done with them, you can always look at imatclub testswhich are excellent for math
(the new percentages might crush your psychologweler you'll learn how to

recognize all sorts of traps).

Prude sb: 750(Q50, V42)

| took my GMAT today and scored 750 ! I'm sooooenetd to be done with GMAT.
Got my AWA report today... got 5.0

GMAT Preparation

I had quite a bit of old 2003 material (CDs) frong friend - Kaplan, Princeton, ARCO.
But, | used Kaplan (a 2003 versio@G 10and GMATPREP. | did take 1 test each on
MGMAT (free test), ARCO and Princeton

Math:

| had some CAT study material (IIM prep materiadf computer adaptive ...) from my
friend that | used to brush up concepts. | thesdtB0% of the problems in OG (more
towards the end of the PS & DS sections). Beyoatrtty main prep material for math
was the Challenges. Being an engineer, | have allwagn comfortable with math and
wanted to concentrate on (1) the more difficultetyf questions encountered on GMAT
(2) making sure that | do not fall into traps amdfake silly mistakes. For both these
challenges were perfect. These challenges are aghamd sensitize you to the right stuff



.. .things that the GMAT test catches you on {(Far Ex: if the question says positive
integers ... do not try -1 or 1/2 ... consideripg@al cases like 0, 1, -1 etc ... silly stuff
that we kick ourselves about when we review thaltes | actually did almost all
challenges other than 14 and 23.

Verbal

I went through most of OG RCs, CRs and SCs. | lisgadan to learn some of the
concepts and the strategies. | also did a litl@bihe 1000 SCs and The Brutal SCs. |
felt that SC is really one area that can be easiproved and concentrated mostly on
that.

However, RC was what really scared me. Especiababse my % correct was lower
than desired on Kaplan, but when | started doingAGRFREP | felt lot more comfortable
with their RCs and | did not worry much about iG{(Kaplan (with the right expectation
that | wont get all correct) and GMATPREP were Iseaufficient.

I did not really do much for CR. | seemed to doookCRs and so no special prep

Test Prep:

| first started with Kaplan. | went through the glighen their practice question sets and
then took all 4 tests. Here are my scores

Diagnostic: 670 (first month of prep)

Kap1l: 600 (first month of prep)

Kap2: 640 (2nd month of prep)

Kap3: 640 (last 3 wks)

Kap4: 620 (last 2wks, before | started the test,siv put up a msg saying that there are
not enough q's in the pool and that i should uiset#ist as practice only)

ONE IMPORTANT POINT TO NOTE: DO NOT BE DISHEARTENEBY KAPLAN
TEST SCORES !!! These tests are not truly repredgmetof GMAT. They are not only
more difficult, their scoring seems to be a litiké as well. For the same Q and V score i
think Kaplan give atleast 30 points less on theal/gmat score (this is only my
observation).

Princeton: | just took one test and got a 7300ktanother test but it had literally the
same RC passages ... so | aborted the test. Hiiig leavered my expectations for
princeton and | stopped using it for any practesd. | just tried a few SCs practice
exercises in the last week of my prep

ARCO: 700-740

| took one test. ARCO really gives a range andangpecific score. This was during the
second month of my preparation. This is the ranget For O mistakes in math and 11
mistakes in verbal.



MGMAT: 660. Q43, V37 (took on 5th aug)

| took the free test after seeing a post in gmatdiuwas extremely disappointed with my
math performance. | took more challenges and bdigpany concepts again following
the test.

GMAT CLUB CHALLENGES These were the most useful for math and my ode an
only real prep w.r.t math for GMAT. There are mgoogts that are kinda along the lines
of just do the challenges you'll be ok and | couldgree more (as long as you brush up
your fundamentals prior to starting with the chadles). My scores in challenges were

mO01 28 36 78% 119.5278 sec 1250 67%
mO02 29 37 78% 104.3412 sec 1250 61%
mO03 31 37 84% 121.5260 sec 1250 85%
mO04 29 37 78% 120.9915 sec 1250 68%
mO5 28 36 78% 121.4850 sec 1250 76%
mO06 28 37 76% 121.4144 sec 1250 78%
mO07 26 37 70% 121.5160 sec 1250 52%
mO08 20 37 54% 121.4284 sec 1250 39%
mO09 29 37 78% 100.9768 sec 1250 76%
m10 34 37 92% 119.7262 sec 1250 96%
m1l 29 37 78% 114.7740 sec 1250 65%
m12 30 37 81% 115.6222 sec 1250 81%
m13 32 37 86% 108.3051 sec 1250 90%
m14 10 17 59% 181.4161 sec 1250 1% (did'nt reallth@s one .. just practice a few Qs)
m15 22 34 65% 132.1935 sec 1250 37%
m16 28 37 76% 119.6520 sec 1250 70%
m17 27 37 73% 121.6343 sec 1250 47%
m18 30 37 81% 118.5166 sec 1250 73%
m19 32 37 86% 120.4382 sec 1250 79%
m20 28 36 78% 124.9567 sec 1250 34%
m21 25 37 68% 121.5905 sec 1250 49%
m22 32 37 86% 96.9826 sec 1250 77%
m24 31 37 84% 114.3811 sec 1250 79%
m25 33 37 89% 94.9273 sec 1250 93%

GMATPREP: This is by far the MOST RELIABLE indicatof where you stand w.r.t
GMAT. | tried both the tests multiple times. | hsalved these tests for the last 3 weeks.

Here are the details

Test 1: 720 Q48, V40 (aug 7) ... 14 mistakes inhnaaid 8 mistakes in verbal ...

Test 1-2: 770 Q51, V44 (aug 9) ... 2 mistakes ithnaad 5 mistakes in verbal ... 3 repeat
g's in math and 3 repeat g's in verbal

Test 2: 730 Q51, V37 (aug 13) ... 2 mistakes inhnaaid 9 mistakes in verbal

Test 2-2: 730 Q50, V39 (augl4) ... 8mistakes inhnaaid 11 mistakes in verbal ... many
repeats in both math & verbal



Test 1-3: 750 Q50, V41 (aug 14) .... there wereespepeats ... interestingly less number
of repeats than test 2 first retake.

As you can see, | took both test 1 and 2 at Iedset | also just skipped the quant section
and just tried the SCs & CRs (RCs repeated theagas$ in verbal section of
GMATPREP testsluring the last 2 days ... this helped see tHergift varieties of these
guestions and | found it useful. | strongly recomohéhat you milk this cow as much as
possible ... it is well worth it .... one deterremght be that the explanations are not there
but whenever | had doubts about why the OA is @brigust googled the first scentence
of the question and | was almost always able to i@ answer. There are multiple
forums discussing these questions.

Test day
| was looking for details in other members posss faght and felt that the detailed posts

were very valuable. So I'm actually going to besebwose here.

I had my test at 11am ... but i went to the testereearly ... i was there at 10:15 ... the
receptionist asked me to go through some rule®et@MAT ... then she took a
photograph of me (i carried a light jacket sinéelt the a/c was cranked up a bit when i
check out the center a week back and she wasppiitieular about taking my

photograph in the exact dress i was going to weatald her that i was not planing to

use the jacket since it is not too cold today t.dne still let me take the jacket in). She
then took a palm vein picture ... and then | werthe area near the test room. There was
another lady who thoroughly checked all pocketsgflacket. She then took another
palm vein picture (she actually took a picture guene | entered and left the room,
during breaks). She then logged me in and | was tabstart my test at 10:30 !

The AWA was pretty cool first one was an Analysis\ogument where the argument
was similar to one | had practiced so it was easyotme up with similar examples. |
had'nt practiced essays much ... i had tried vgriiiAA and 2 Al essays before ... and
had an issue completing the essays on time .l.\bas$ able to complete the the AA
essay well on time. With about 7 mins to sparecompleted the essay ... checked the
flow etc and made minor corrections ... | then sitit@ah the essay with a couple of mins
to spare.

The Analysis of Issue essay was ok as well ..cteggis similar to the ones in OG ... i was
deliberating a little bit before | took a standcos it depended on the strength of the
examples for both sides of the issue ... i wadlfirgble to write an essay (i thought it
turned out ok ) and finish with 2 mins to spar¢he rest of the 1 min 45 secs went in
doing a quick check and I clicked on submit ... @lld was satisfied with the essays ...

| then took the break ... raised my hand and ttg $ignaled me to come out ... | went to
my locker ... got some water and used the restrodnthen came back right away and
completed my palm vein picture so | could get.imhad used up only 3.5 mins and
asked if I could use up remaining minutes whiletimgiin front of the computer (i just



wanted to relax a bit and remind myself of the canmistakes | had done while taking
practice tests ... read the question properlysitpe integer does nto include zero etc) ...
but the lady mentioned that they are not allowé@hgone in the test room while the test
is not running so she logged in and the timed scségrted ... | jumped into quant right
away ... it was easy intially and about q9 or gibtia difficult geometry problem ... that |
had no clue about how to proceed even after spgridémins ... i just guessed and went
on ... there were a few difficult questions whiceresmanageable ... | remember getting a
difficult question on surds that | did not know htmsolve ... i kinda did some
approximations and some brutal arithmetic and plcke answer ... towards the end the
guestions seemed a bit easier ... but overall mathcertainly more difficult than what |
was used to from GMATPREP. Towards the end | Heel1il minutes and about 7
guestions ... in the last few GMATPREP takes | alasys able to finish with some time
to spare ... so | felt a bit under pressure .. ftnttinately the DS questions | got
subsequently did not involve many calculations bwds able to finish on dot ... with 30
secs to spare ...

| took the next break ... same routine ... butd hey frappucino and waited outside a lil
bit to cool down from the math session .. i camwiith 2 mins left in my break and
started the verbal section

My GMATPREP verbal sections usually had a patternhey start with a couple of SCs
then CRs then 1 short RC ... CRs & SCs ... 1 4RGrt.. CRs and SCs .. 1 long RC ...
then CRs and SCs ... 1 short RC after Q30 ... amalya ended with the last before
guestion being a CR and the last question beirfgn. my GMAT test followed the
same pattern so it was good that the flow thatd used to was maintained ... |
remember that there were a few difficult SCs (4®r... really none of the options were
optimal ... but | had to pick really the least uglyi went on ... my timing on verbal was
quite alright .. since i did not get any of thogbulous passages with extremely long
scentences that takes some time to figure out whedlly means ... i had 4 mins for my
last SC ... so | finished with about 3 mins to spar

then finished the background check thing etc entteported score ... and waited for
THE SCORE ... praying 750 or above ... and theneag ... 750 - 98%, 50-93%, 42-95%
... i was a lil disappointed with quant cos | ugugbt 51 in GMATPREP ... but verbal
was better than | usually did ... so overall HAPPY

oh and one more thing ... the sharpie (this idhagpsas a pencil tip) and the laminated
work sheets they gave were not too bad at alpradticed with paper an pen throughout
and had no problems with the sharpie and laminsttedts ... i did'nt even use up all the
sheets they gave me ...

GMAT CLUB

| actually joined the gmat club in 2006 when ligliy started preparing for GMAT (i
kinda lost momentum and took a break for abouts2 .yii just picked it up this june or
s0). This club has been sooo useful for me juke&p myself motivated to just prepare



for this test. Looking at those long RCs is notlyethe thing that | most enjoy after a
stressful day at work. But, seeing the other membperthrough the same on a regular
basis helped me take this journey along with ewa. | know that many forums exist
for GMAT preparation, but this forum is by far thest. This forum is very well
moderated. The answers to questions are both pramapivell informed. Also, there are
many super smart and ambitious people with thd agfiude here in this forum. It just
feels great to be a part of this club!



