5. Rather than shows a judgment. One choice is preferred over the other. It is better somehow.
Instead of merely expresses a replacement of one thing for another.

Rather than can be followed by clauses whereas instead of should be only followed by nouns. According to this rule you could say:

I live [in the mountains] rather than [in the city] correct
I live [in the mountains] instead of [in the city] Incorrect in the city is not a noun but rather a prepositional phrase.

6. Which, who, where - all of those indicate noun modifiers (and noun modifiers, by definition, have to touch the noun they modify).

7. The "ing" ending of verb separated by a COMMA (example – erupting) essentially allows this modifier to modify an entire clause instead of just the immediately preceding noun.
8. The rule is that NON-POSSESSIVE pronouns can't refer to POSSESSIVE nouns.
"its" is a possessive pronoun, so it can have either a possessive or a non-possessive noun as its antecedent.

9. If you have just a noun - WITHOUT modifiers - in the second half of your parallel structure, then you can place the helping verb ("do", in this case) EITHER before OR after that noun.
ex:
I know more about shakespeare than my brother does. --> correct
I know more about shakespeare than does my brother. --> correct
In this case, the first one (helping verb AFTER the noun) is usually preferred, because it flows more naturally, but either is correct.

* If you have a noun followed by modifier(s) in the second half of your parallel structure, then you MUST place the helping verb BEFORE the noun.
ex:
I know more about shakespeare than my brother, who has never studied literature, does. --> WRONG
I know more about shakespeare than does my brother, who has never studied literature,. --> correct

10. Consensus is that you just can't have “resulting from” after a comma. 

You can have it as an adjective modifier, without a comma - as in the following sentence: 
the flooding resulting from the abnormally strong storms had left six inches of standing water in the street.

NOTE:  The boldface is an adjective modifier, modifying 'flooding'. 

It appears that on the GMAT, as well as in standard written English in general, 'resulting from' after a comma is generally considered unacceptable.
11. Being itself is indicative of the reason, so "was the reason", “because” is redundant.
12. Verb: began vs begun.

1. began - past form, which can be used with out any helping verb, of begin.
2. begun - past participle form, which cannot be used without any helping verbs/models such as can, could, will, would, shall, should, ought to, has/have/had, may/might/must etc.

http://gmatclub.com/forum/tricky-sc-series-86098.html
13. 'Spoke with' means have a conversation. 'Spoke to' means the other party is just listening (no two way conversation or heated arguments) and it is also used in American English to mean an unfriendly conversation. Both are correct idioms.

http://gmatclub.com/forum/tricky-sc-series-86110.html
14. 'distinction of x' is more idiomatic than 'distinction than x' or 'distinction to be x'

15. As Vs Like:

I work AS an analyst (introduce a role)
I work LIKE a beast (true comparison), we cannot say “I work as a beast”…

16. When ever there is "as high as" or as low as" or any such comparison, it should be done against a fixed number and not against a range (3 to 4, $5bl - $10bl).

17. You never say leading to X percent, rather you say leading to a X percent (Idomatic).

The recent surge in the number of airplane flights has clogged the nation’s air-traffic control system, to lead to 55 percent more delays at airports, and prompts fears among some officials that safety is being

compromised.

(A) to lead to 55 percent more delays at airports, and prompts

(B) leading to 55 percent more delay at airports and prompting

(C) to lead to a 55 percent increase in delay at airports and prompt

(D) to lead to an increase of 55 percent in delays at airports, and prompted

(E) leading to a 55 percent increase in delays at airports and prompting

18. In spite of Vs Although:
"in spite of", "despite" are prepositions and "although", "though", "even though" are conjunction.

So correct would be

"in spite of", "despite" + noun
"although", "though", "even though" + clause

Although it is cold outside, she insists on keeping her coat on.
Despite warm weather, she kept her coat on.

"is spite of" and "despite" can also be used as adverbial constructions with -ing.
I managed to pass my exam, despite going out four times a week during the revision period.

19. When using the term distinction to indicate difference, the correct preposition to use is between.

20. Even if vs Even though 

Even if - means whether or not and has to do with the conditions that may apply. Even if is used as a conjunction.(even though cannot act as a conjunction). Remember, you need a subject after Even if.

a. Even if I had time, I wouldn't watch that programme. 
b. Even if Mark told the truth, I wouldn't believe him.


For most consumers, the price of automobile insurance continues to rise annually, even if free of damage claims and moving violations.
(A) even if
(B) despite being
(C) even if they are
(D) although they may be
(E) even if remaining

For many people, household labor remains demanding even if able to afford household appliances their grandparents would find a miracle.
(A) even if able to afford household appliances their grandparents would find a miracle
(B) despite being able to afford household appliances their grandparents would find a miracle
(C) even if they can afford household appliances their grandparents would have found miraculous
(D) although they could afford household appliances their grandparents would find miraculous
(E) even if they are able to afford household appliances which would have been a miracle to their grandparents

Even though - Even though means despite the fact that and is a more emphatic version of though and although. It is primarily concessive.


a. Even though I had time, I didn't watch that programme
b. Even though Mark told the truth, I didn't believe him.

The differences can be appreciated in this sentence


1. I'm going out, even if it rains 
2. I'm going out, even though it's going to rain


In (1), we do not know whether it will rain or not in (1) so we use even if and in (2) we know that it is going to rain but we are going out anyway.
http://gmatclub.com/forum/even-if-although-despite-when-to-use-each-83155.html
21. "however" used at the beginning of a sentence, without a comma, means “in whatever manner” or “to whatever extent.” 
You shouldn't use However - whenever it means 'nevertheless' - at the beginning of any sentence.

HOWEVER is used to express contrast and is used at the head of a new sentence. “I was accepted at Harvard; however, I did not accept the offer.”

However much United States voters may agree that there is waste in government and that the government as a whole spends beyong its means , it is difficult to find broad support for a movement towar a minimal state.

However - used at the beginning of teh sentence
Nevertheless - can within the sentence

22. BUT is used to express contrast that belies normal expectation. “I took the GMAT but did not apply to Business schools’ is an example of such contrast

ALTHOUGH is used to express POSITIVE CONTRAST given a NEGATIVE situation. “Although I did not score well on the GMAT, I was accepted at Harvard.”

DESPITE is used to express NEGATIVE CONTRAST given a positive or beneficial situation.
“Despite the fact that he is rich, he is miserable.”

NEVERTHELESS is used as a CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB to express a contrast. “He was accepted at Harvard but he was NEVERTHELESS unexcited.”

http://gmatclub.com/forum/sc-og-question-don-t-understand-answer-explanation-66350.html
