1. ‘Aim at' is correct when used in the sense of intending to achieve something. 

    'Aim for' may be used in the context of obtaining something tangible, as in ‘aim for a gold medal at the Olympics’.

2. The phrase 'no news is good news' is a standard idiom in English, and should not be tampered with.

3. ‘Appoint(ed) to’ is correct idiom.

4. 'Incredulous', which is used to describe a person who finds something hard to believe, or who has come across something incredible.

5. Rather than shows a judgment. One choice is preferred over the other. It is better somehow.
Instead of merely expresses a replacement of one thing for another.

Rather than can be followed by clauses whereas instead of should be only followed by nouns. According to this rule you could say: 

I live [in the mountains] rather than [in the city]. Correct
I live [in the mountains] instead of [in the city]. Incorrect in the city is not a noun but rather a prepositional phrase.

6. Which, who, where - all of these indicate noun modifiers (and noun modifiers, by definition, have to touch the noun they modify).

7. The "ing" ending of verb separated by a COMMA (example – erupting) essentially allows this modifier to modify an entire clause instead of just the immediately preceding noun.
8. NON-POSSESSIVE pronouns can't refer to POSSESSIVE nouns.
"its" is a possessive pronoun, so it can have either a possessive or a non-possessive noun as its antecedent.

9. If you have just a noun - WITHOUT modifiers - in the second half of your parallel structure, then you can place the helping verb ("do", in this case) EITHER before OR after that noun.
Ex:
I know more about shakespeare than my brother does. --> correct
I know more about shakespeare than does my brother. --> correct

In this case, the first one (helping verb AFTER the noun) is usually preferred, because it flows more naturally, but either is correct.

* If you have a noun followed by modifier(s) in the second half of your parallel structure, then you MUST place the helping verb BEFORE the noun.
ex:
I know more about shakespeare than my brother, who has never studied literature, does. --> WRONG
I know more about shakespeare than does my brother, who has never studied literature. --> CORRECT
10. Consensus is that you just can't have “resulting from” after a comma. 

You can have it as an adjective modifier, without a comma - as in the following sentence: 

The flooding resulting from the abnormally strong storms had left six inches of standing water in the street.

NOTE:  The boldface is an adjective modifier, modifying 'flooding'. 


11. Being itself is indicative of the reason, so "was the reason", “because” is redundant.
12. Verb: Began Vs Begun.

1. Began - past form, which can be used with out any helping verb, of begin.
2. Begun - past participle form, which cannot be used without any helping verbs/models such as can, could, will, would, shall, should, ought to, has/have/had, may/might/must etc.

http://gmatclub.com/forum/tricky-sc-series-86098.html
13. “Spoke with” means have a conversation. “Spoke to” means the other party is just listening (no two way conversation or just heated arguments) and it is also used in American English to mean an unfriendly conversation. Both are correct idioms.

http://gmatclub.com/forum/tricky-sc-series-86110.html
14. 'distinction of x' is more idiomatic than 'distinction than x' or 'distinction to be x'

15. As Vs Like:

I work AS an analyst (introduce a role) 
I work LIKE a beast (true comparison), we cannot say “I work as a beast”.
16. Whenever there is "as high as" or as low as" or any such comparison, it should be done against a fixed number and not against a range (3 to 4, $5bl - $10bl).

17. You never say leading to X percent, rather you say leading to a X percent (Idiomatic). Ex - 
The recent surge in the number of airplane flights has clogged the nation’s air-traffic control system, to lead to 55 percent more delays at airports, and prompts fears among some officials that safety is being compromised.

(A) to lead to 55 percent more delays at airports, and prompts

(B) leading to 55 percent more delay at airports and prompting

(C) to lead to a 55 percent increase in delay at airports and prompt

(D) to lead to an increase of 55 percent in delays at airports, and prompted

(E) leading to a 55 percent increase in delays at airports and prompting

18. In spite of Vs Although:
"in spite of", "despite" are prepositions and "although", "though", "even though" are conjunction.

So correct usage will be:

"in spite of", "despite" + noun
"although", "though", "even though" + clause
Examples - 
Although it is warm outside, she insists on keeping her coat on.
Despite warm weather, she kept her coat on.

"is spite of" and "despite" can also be used as adverbial constructions with -ing. Ex - 
I managed to pass my exam, despite going out four times a week during the revision period.

1) Although needs to be used to contrast two parallel noun phrases or phrases. "X although Y" X and Y needs to be in parallel form.
2) One of the requirements of a restrictive clause is that the sentence wouldn't make sense or mean the same thing without it. Ex - "That remains stationary" mentioned below:
The Peaks of a mountain range, acting like rocks in a streambed, produce ripples in the air flowing over them; the resulting flow with crests and troughs that remain stationary although the air that forms them is moving rapidly, are pattern, known as "standing waves".

A. crests and troughs that remain stationary although the air that forms them is moving rapidly, are
B. crests and troughs that remain stationary although they are formed by rapidly moving air ,are
C. crests and troughs that remain stationary although the air that forms them is moving rapidly, is
D. stationary crests and troughs although the air that forms them is moving rapidly, are
E. stationary crests and troughs although they are formed by rapidly moving air ,is

19. When using the term distinction to indicate difference, the correct preposition to use is BETWEEN (distinction between).

20. Even if Vs Even though 

Even if - means whether or not and has to do with the conditions that may apply. Even if is used as a conjunction (Even though cannot act as a conjunction). Remember, you need a subject after Even if.

a. Even if I had time, I wouldn't watch that programme. 
b. Even if Mark told the truth, I wouldn't believe him.


c. For most consumers, the price of automobile insurance continues to rise annually, even if free of damage claims and moving violations.
(A) even if
(B) despite being
(C) even if they are
(D) although they may be
(E) even if remaining

d. For many people, household labor remains demanding even if able to afford household appliances their grandparents would find a miracle.
(A) even if able to afford household appliances their grandparents would find a miracle
(B) despite being able to afford household appliances their grandparents would find a miracle
(C) even if they can afford household appliances their grandparents would have found miraculous
(D) although they could afford household appliances their grandparents would find miraculous
(E) even if they are able to afford household appliances which would have been a miracle to their grandparents

Even though - Even though means despite the fact that and is a more emphatic version of though and although. It is primarily concessive.


a. Even though I had time, I didn't watch that programme.
b. Even though Mark told the truth, I didn't believe him.

The differences can be appreciated in this sentence.


1. I'm going out, even if it rains 
2. I'm going out, even though it's going to rain


In (1), we do not know whether it will rain or not in (1) so we use even if and in (2) we know that it is going to rain but we are going out anyway.
http://gmatclub.com/forum/even-if-although-despite-when-to-use-each-83155.html
21. "However" used at the beginning of a sentence, without a comma, means “in whatever manner” or “to whatever extent.” 
You shouldn't use However - whenever it means “nevertheless” - at the beginning of any sentence.

HOWEVER is used to express contrast and is used at the head of a new sentence. “I was accepted at Harvard; however, I did not accept the offer.”

However much United States voters may agree that there is waste in government and that the government as a whole spends beyond its means, it is difficult to find broad support for a movement towards a minimal state.

However - used at the beginning of the sentence
Nevertheless - can within the sentence

22. BUT is used to express contrast that contradicts normal expectation.

“I took the GMAT but did not apply to Business schools - is an example of such contrast.

ALTHOUGH is usually used to express POSITIVE CONTRAST given a NEGATIVE situation. “Although I did not score well on the GMAT, I was accepted at Harvard.”

DESPITE is used to express NEGATIVE CONTRAST given a positive or beneficial situation. 
Despite the fact that he is rich, he is miserable.

NEVERTHELESS is used as a CONJUNCTIVE ADVERB to express a contrast. 

He was accepted at Harvard but he was NEVERTHELESS unexcited.
http://gmatclub.com/forum/sc-og-question-don-t-understand-answer-explanation-66350.html
23. 

	Long Version
	Shorter Version

	Over the way
	How

	No matter how much
	Even though

	
	

	
	


24. Drop(ped)/raise(ed) by [more/less than] a #% decrease/increase.

25. If a sentence starts with ALTHOUGH then WHILE is not required in the same sentence part. (Doubt)

26. "-ing" forms such as lacking and becoming are preferable to lack and becomes in describing progressive and ongoing conditions. (OG10, SC # 103).

Students in the metropolitan school district lack math skills to such a large degree as to make it difficult to absorb them into a city economy becoming ever more dependent on information-based industries.

are so lacking in math skills that it will be difficult to absorb them into a city economy becoming.
27. The adverbial phrase so that can modify verbs (e.g., decreased) but not nouns (e.g., the decrease).
28. Descend when used as verb goes with "from" but when used as a noun, it goes with "of".

According to scientists at the University of California, the pattern of changes that have occurred in human DNA over the millennia indicate the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor who lived in Africa sometime between 140,000 and 280,000 years ago. 
(A) indicate the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor who 
(B) indicate that everyone alive today might possibly be a descendant of a single female ancestor who had 
(C) may indicate that everyone alive today has descended from a single female ancestor who had 
(D) indicates that everyone alive today may be a descendant of a single female ancestor who 
(E) indicates that everyone alive today might be a descendant from a single female ancestor who

29. Hypothesis that - A scientific hypothesis that survives experimental testing becomes a scientific theory.

Hypothesize that - Researchers hypothesized that fatty acids are an important mediator in the development of obesity.

*Both Hypothesis that and Hypothesize that are correct usages.

30. preference for? in? of? to?

"preference for X" means "prefer X" 
"preference in X" means "like or dislike in X"
"preference of X" means "X's favorite"


Cambridge Dictionary says: 
Preference for - when you like something or someone more than another thing or person.
Her preference is for comfortable rather than stylish clothes.

Preference to - an advantage is given to a person or a group of people.
We give preference to those who have worked with us for a long time.

http://gmatclub.com/forum/sentence-correction-problem-79690.html
31. Disjunctive phrases – Or, Either…Or & Neither…Nor.

32. If in a sentence we have EITHER/NEITHER then these are singular subjects and always require singular verb forms.

33. Collective nouns are always singular:


[image: image1]
34. Indefinite Pronouns (always singular): Pronouns ending with –ONE, -BODY and -THING.

[image: image2]
35. 
[image: image3]
36. S-V Chart:

[image: image4]
37. Sentences starting with THERE IS/ARE usually contain the reversed form of S-V. So, try to flip the sentence and check the S-V arrangement.

38. A phrase beginning with about must modify a noun such as area that should be logically equivalent to some part of the sentence. (OG10, SC#2)
39. To express cause, determined by is correct usage.
40. "in the last year" = within the last 12 months. This will almost exclusively be used with the present perfect (has VERBed).

"last year" = sometime last year (i.e., in the past). This will be used with past tenses (past, past perfect, etc).

41. If a sentence starts with Because, try to check whether there is a Cause-Effect relationship in the sentence (Because X happened Y happened).

On account of a law passed in 1993, making it a crime punishable by imprisonment that a United States citizen hold gold in the form of bullion or coins, immigrants found that on arrival in the United States they had to surrender all of the gold they had brought with them.
A. On account of a law passed in 1993, making it a crime punishable by imprisonment that a United States citizen hold

B. With a law passed in 1933 that makes it a crime punishable by imprisonment that a United States citizen hold
C. A law passed in 1933 that made it a crime punishable by imprisonment for a United States citizen holding
D. Because of a law passed in 1933 making it a crime punishable by imprisonment for a United States citizen to hold
E. Due to a law being passed in 1933 that makes it a crime punishable by imprisonment for a United States citizen to hold

42. Indicative, Imperative & Subjunctive mood:
Indicative mood: Verbs in IM deal with real events.
Imperative mood: Used to express commands.

Subjunctive mood: Verbs in SM deal with events that are not necessarily true. SM is used to indicate a degree on uncertainty or unreality.
You can expect to see SM in:
a. IF clauses, when the IF clause expresses a condition contrary to reality.

b. Hopes, proposals, desire, and requests formed with the word THAT.

The SM is also used to express the desire of one person or body for another person or body to do something. There is a degree of uncertainty as to whether or not the second person or body will actually do what is asked.

Correct Usage >>>> …that + subject + simple verb …
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43. Irregular Verbs:
Be > Been
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44. IF – THEN Tense Construction:

[image: image7]
Note: In a IF conditional clause, it is incorrect usage if WOULD/COULD is present, but WOULD/COULD can be present in the THEN clause. 

If THEN clause is not present the sentence then it will not be a IF-THEN conditional case.
45. Passive voice:
a. Look for BY in the sentence – (action…+by person) in the underlined part and in the non-underlined part.

b. Passive voice can be correct esp. in Science, medical and technical writing styles.


[image: image8]
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46. In a sentence, if CAN is present then there is no need of capability/ability with the subject. Example –

Beyond the immediate cash flow crisis that the museum faces, its survival depends on if it can broaden its membership and leave its cramped quarters for a site where it can store and exhibit its more than 12,000 artifacts.

(A) if it can broaden its membership and leave

(B) whether it can broaden its membership and leave

(C) whether or not it has the capability to broaden its membership and can leave

(D) its ability for broadening its membership and leaving

(E) the ability for it to broaden its membership and leave

47. Because of   Vs  Due to:
Because of - use this only if you can replace it with "as a result of". In other words, a cause (cause-effect) should follow it (Because X happened Y happened). 

“Because of” functions as an adverbial phrase and is used to modify a verb or a verb phrase. 
Correct: He failed because of his laziness. 
Incorrect: He failed due to his laziness.


Due to - Use this only if you can replace it with "Caused by". In GMAT we should choose Because of if compared with Due to. In any case, a quick rule of thumb is that "due to" is normally preceded by a form of "to be," as evident in the example in the link above.

“Due to” functions as an adjectival phrase and is used to modify a noun. 
Correct: His failure was due to his laziness. 
Incorrect: His failure was because of his laziness. 

So rule of thumb: 
If modify a noun, use "due to"; otherwise, use "because of".

Example – 

Due to her nagging, he killed himself. (Incorrect)
Not He killed himself due to her nagging. It'd be 'he killed himself because of her nagging'. (Correct)
Since February, the Federal Reserve has raised its short-term interest rate target five times, and because of the economy's continued strength, analysts have been predicting for weeks that the target will be raised again in November. 
A. because of the economy's continued strength, analysts have been predicting for weeks that the target will 
B. with the economy's strength continuing, analysts predicted for weeks that the target 
C. because the economy continues strong, analysts predicted for weeks that the target would 
D. due to the economy's continued strength, analysts have been predicting for weeks that the target 
E. due to the fact of the economy's continued strength, analysts predicted for weeks that the target will

48. Native of is used for human beings.


      Native to is used for things such as animals, plants, insects, etc.


In general, "native to" is used when you want to say that the subject is a natural part of the surroundings such as the "species is native to". 
The Komodo dragon is large lizard-like animal native to the islands of Indonesia.
49. Conjugative verb forms:
a. do

50. When mandate is used as a verb to mean "make it mandatory,' it must be followed by that and a verb in the subjunctive mood, as in A, the best answer: mandate that x be balanced.
Most state constitutions now mandate that the state budget be balanced each year.

(A) mandate that the state budget be balanced

(B) mandate the state budget to be balanced

(C) mandate that the state budget will be balanced

(D) have a mandate for a balanced state budget

(E) have a mandate to balance the state budget
51. The reason being because, the reason being and the reason because are all redundant and thus, incorrect.

52. Use would rather than will to refer to a promised but uncertain future event.
53. If the modifier answers the question how? about a verb, it is an adverbial modifier. 
AM doesn’t need to ouch the verb it modifies but AM should be placed in such a way to avoid ambiguity reading which word it is modifying.
54. FANBOYS coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).

conjunction (old-fashioned or literary) used to introduce the reason for sth mentioned in the previous statement:
We listened eagerly, for he brought news of our families. • I believed her—for surely she would not lie to me.
55. LIKELY is an adjective and is always followed by an infinitive form. Ex –

A President entering the final two years of a second term is likely to be at a severe disadvantage and is often unable to carry out a legislative program.

(A) likely to be at a severe disadvantage and is often unable to

56. Perhaps is more formal. Maybe is more conversational.

If two choices are presented, I would probably have an inclination towards Perhaps.

57. with cannot idiomatically serve as the preposition for in isolation. For example –

Inuits of the Bering Sea were in isolation from contact with Europeans longer than Aleuts or Inuits of the North Pacific and northern Alaska.
(D) isolated from contact with Europeans longer than were
[Correct]

(E) in isolation and without contacts with Europeans longer than
[Incorrect]
58. Unlike with is an unidiomatic form of comparison.
Unlike with auto insurance, the frequency of claims do not affect the premiums for personal property coverage…
59. so much as is considered idiomatic if it is preceded by a negative, as in "She left not so much as a trace."

60. If credit is a represented as a noun, then for/to is correct to use else with (for verb/some action have been done). 

61. In quantitative expressions, equivalent and equal often modify nouns referring to uncountable things, as in "an equivalent amount of resistance" or "a volume of water equal to Lake Michigan."
Some Important SC:
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In this SC, style and redundancy are checked. Moreover, students are encouraged, so MIGHT is not required.


[image: image13]
Industrialization and modern methods of insect control have improved the standard of living around the globe while at the same time they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having gone virtually unregulated since they were developed more than 50 years ago. 

a. while at the same time they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having 
b. while at the same time introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants that have 
c. while they have introduced 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants at the same time, and have 
d. but introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants at the same time that have 
e. but at the same time introduce some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having
In choice B, you already have the words 'at the same time'. Because GMAT problems don't tolerate redundancy at all, it follows that 'while' must be interpreted as meaning 'whereas'. 
while running the marathon, james tripped and fell. 
unreduced --> while he was running the marathon, james tripped and fell (past tense parallelism).


timmy has learned a lot of valuable lessons while employed with the company. 
unreduced --> timmy has learned a lot of valuable lessons while he has been employed with the company. (present perfect parallelism).
Note the following: You can correctly use 'while' with the participle (introducing), but you cannot do so with 'but'. If you are going to use 'but', you need either a completely new clause ('...but they have also introduced), or another verb that is parallel to the verb already used ('...but have also introduced').

Because of wireless service costs plummeting in the last year, and as mobile phones are increasingly common, many people now using their mobile phones to make calls across a wide region at night and on weekends, when numerous wireless companies provide unlimited airtime for a relatively small monthly fee. 

A. Because of wireless service costs plummeting in the last year, and as mobile phones are increasingly common, many people 

B. As the cost of wireless service plummeted in the last year and as mobile phones became increasingly common, many people 

C. In the last year, with the cost of wireless service plummeting, and mobile phones have become increasingly common, there are many people 

D. With the cost of wireless service plummeting in the last year and mobile phones becoming increasingly common, many people are 

E. While the cost of wireless service has plummeted in the last year and mobile phones are increasingly common, many people are 

The key is D.

There are two absolute phrase constructs known to me:
a) With NOUN VERB+ING: With cost of x plummeting, many people are…
b) With NOUN Adverb of place: With twinkle in his eye, the old man said goodbye to his grandson. 

When we break these complex sentences into two or more simple sentences, WITH is altogether left out.
When WITH precedes an absolute phrase, WITH is an introductory word, like a subordinate conjunction. It is not part of the absolute itself. So, absolute phrase that are introduced by WITH are not prepositional phrases. They remain absolute phrases.

Example: The cost of wireless service is plummeting since (in) the last year. 
Mobile phones are becoming increasingly common. Many people are now using their mobile phones to make calls across a wide region at night and on weekends.

Similarly, we can make simple sentences for 2nd example.
Twinkle was in his eye. Old man said goodbye to his grandson.

As we see in these examples WITH is left out when understanding and simplifying the meaning of the absolute phrases starting with WITH (as WITH are not part of it).

Treatment of prepositional phrases starting with WITH is different.
WITH + NOUN (noun of preposition) 
With in prepositional phrases change to possessive words like has or have.

Example: 
A house with a computer and a set of encyclopedias announces the sophistication of its occupants.

a. A house has a computer and a set of encyclopedias.
b. A house announces the sophistication of its occupants.

	As a result of Benito Mussolini's rise to power, Eritreans were demoted to menial positions in the public sector in 1938; soon after, Italian forces were defeated by the British, who then relocated Eritrian industry and dismantled part of the railroad. 

	(A)
	Italian forces were defeated by the British, who then relocated Eritrian industry and 

	(B)
	the British, who defeated Italian forces, who then relocated Eritrian industry and which 

	(C)
	Italian forces were defeated by the British, who relocated Eritrian industry and which 

	(D)
	the British relocated Eritrean industry, who defeated Italian forces, and who 

	(E)
	the British relocated Eritrean industry, defeating Italian forces, and 


The sentence is correct as written. There are two issues evident from the original sentence. First, what follows the semi-colon must be a complete sentence in its own right. Choice (B) is wrong because the second half of the sentence is missing a verb that matches the subject "the British." Second, the question is testing your awareness of modifiers, as in "the British, who then relocated...." In the original sentence, this is correct. 

Choice (C) is incorrect because without the word "then," the sentence loses the sense that the relocation of industry came as a result of the defeat. (D) is wrong because, while the word "who" follows the comma, there is nothing immediately before the comma (such as "the British") for the word "who" to refer to. Finally, (E) should be eliminated because "defeating" and "dismantled" are not parallel, while the structure of the sentence requires that they have the same form. Choice (A) is correct.
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