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Slingfox’s RC Strategy

General Thoughts/Recent Trends:  The RC section of the GMAT is difficult to teach and write about because, unlike some of the other sections, there are few, if any, notable rules or tricks.  This is unfortunate because, if the last few test cycles are indicative, the RC has started to become increasingly challenging.  RC passage length hasn’t increased (some argue that the average length of passages has actually decreased slightly over the years), but the complexity of the passages and the questions asked have reportedly become more challenging.  I took the GMAT in fall of 2009 and can confirm that the RC passages I encountered were harder than any RC passages I faced during my numerous practice runs (where I would miss maybe 1-2 RC questions out of every 100 I completed).  Therefore, even if you are strong in RC in practice, if you’re trying to score a high GMAT score, it is probably best to not completely ignore RC during your practice sessions.

Keys to RC 
· First and foremost, read with an active mindset.  That is, you need to read and pay attention to the scope, tone, PURPOSE/structure of the passage.  
· Scope is simple:  Keep a basic eye out for the general scope of the argument because a lot of answer choices can be eliminated because they are out of scope.  
· Tone is similar:  You just got to be mindful of the author's tone throughout the passage.  Tone goes hand-in-hand with scope in that tone can help you better approximate the scope of the argument and eliminate answer choices that are out of scope and/or do not make sense given the tone of the passage.

· Most important is reading with structure in mind and understanding the role each sentence/argument/fact presented serves.  
· As you read, build a mental roadmap of the passage and its logical progression/structure.  You can do so by:

· Keeping an eye out for transition words like “however”, “therefore”, “but”, etc.

· Stopping after every paragraph and access how the argument is progressing.

Detailed Example of What I Mean by Reading Actively with Structure in Mind:  
· Background/Set-up:  For the AWA, people will suggest something along the following structure for the analysis of argument essay:

· Paragraph 1:  
· Restate the author's argument/main point.

· State your position relative to the argument.

· Acknowledge something positive about the author's argument.

· State why nonetheless the author's argument is unsound and give a broad overview of several reasons why.
· Paragraph 2.  State weakness one, then expand.
· Paragraph 3.  State weakness two, then expand.
· Paragraph 4.  State weakness three, then expand.
· Paragraph 5.  
· Acknowledge some positives about the author's argument/weaknesses about your argument.  
· Reiterate that the author's argument is nonetheless unsound.  
· Provide some suggestions on how the author's argument could be strengthened.

· Paragraph 6.  
· State that while the issues discussed in paragraph 5 are legitimate, the author's argument is unsound due to the reasons discussed above. 
· Restate your position and reiterate one or two strong reasons why your position is correct.

· Analysis:

· When reading the RC passages with structure in mind, the process goes in reverse, i.e., while reading, you need to build a roadmap of the passage's argumentative structure.  Doing so will keep you focused and also provide you with a roadmap to use when you need to answer the questions.  
· You don't necessarily need to stop after each sentence and think, but you should—at the very minimum—keep an eye open for transition words like, "however", "for example", "therefore", etc, and stop after every paragraph to figure out how the argument structure is progressing.  Reading the passage in this manner should help you figure out the overall tone, scope and purpose of the passage.

Be Sure to Get All Detail Specific Questions Right

· A large percentage of RC questions are detail specific questions.  i.e., they ask about specific ideas, sentences or portions of the passage.  
· For these questions, you need to try and always look back to the passage to check your answer because the answer choices often do very subtle changes in wording that make seemingly attractive answer choices wrong!  
· If the question asks you about a specific sentence, read the particular sentence in question as well as the sentences before and after the sentence in question in order (A) to figure out the context of the sentence and (B) to more precisely determine what role the sentence in question serves in the paragraph/passage.
Brush up on your Critical Reasoning:  Many RC questions are CR questions in disguise so strengthening your CR acumen will help solidify your RC performance.
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