Smart way to tackle GMAT verbal (SC, RC & CR)– compiled by dreamz & tictacktoe/piyusht

SENTENCE CORRECTION

1. attempt to – more common, attempt at – very specific

2. forbid to

3. mistake for

4.  regard as

5. “consider” is always followed by a  NOUN 


6. save for/from

7. Just as … so to

8.  worry about

9.  Being: ETS has a particular dislike of this form of the verb to be. Only use being after words such as after, before, and or, when it is absolutely necessary to do so.


10. Because: The GMAT would rather employ because at the beginning of a sentence than use due to.


11. Whether: Normally in the GMAT one has the choice of either whether or if – almost always, you should choose whether. Whether is word used to introduce alternative possibilities, and the people at ETS would like to see whether you know how to use it, since if is over-used in situations calling for whether. As well, if the only difference between 2 answer choices is whether and whether or not, choose whether: whether or not is seen as somewhat redundant.

12. Consider, regard...as, think of...as: Problems with these words always come up on the test. Remember, there is no as after consider, while both regard and think of need the as. If you see consider, regard, or think of in a problem, they will probably be testing you on that particular Idiomatic Expression problem. Be careful.

13.  Check for “that” : At times ETS misses a necessary that with otherwise correct answer choices 

List of words followed by THAT

Believe

Suggest

Found

Theory

Fact

Expressed

Agree

Clear

Reason

Revealed

Required

Know


14. Words not requiring that: order, directive 

15. The number of ----------------- singular

      A number of -------------------- plural

16. AS / LIKE

AS:  When comparing use AS with noun verb combination


Example: He did not vote for congress as I did

LIKE: When comparing use LIKE with noun noun combination


Example: His condition is like mine

When you are comparing people or things, it is in general better to use like, unlike, or not unlike. For example

Like you, I enjoy ice cream (like because we are comparing the two of us).

When comparing actions, as or just as are more appropriate. For example

As you do, I enjoy ice cream (as because here we are comparing our enjoying ice cream).

17. Whenever between is used I, We and they will never follow

Between you and me, between you and him etc.

18.  see as

19.  draw on (take out) - Unlike Felix, Steve can draw on funds from Joel's bank account.

20. compare A to B - Caliban is compared to a beast in Shakespeare's The Tempest.
(compares unlike items to stresses similarities).

       compare A with B - Compared with you, I cannot sing well at all.
           (compares like items to stresses differences).

21. Use of ‘in order to’ is best avoided in SC. 

22.  less on X than on Y

23. due more to … than to

24. believe to … date to

25. as much with …as with

26. opposing of – is correct

27. proposed to

28. at least … or more / as big as 30 feel long =>
redundant 

29. not ...but rather

30. one person – a tax return

31. rates for

32. estimated to be

33. worried about is preferred to worried over when describing a condition(Noun) rather than an action. (verb)

Eg worried about recurring expenditure

     Worried over getting in time

34. define X as Y

35. So … as to be


She is so beautiful as to be exquisite.

36. prohibit from

37.  To listen ……. Results – ie singular verb with infinitive
38. To debate on how

39. to try to

40. Concur in

41. due to the continuous rain
42. because of the continual rain                       

43. smaller number is correct. 

      Lesser number( is incorrect, lesser is used with uncountable things. eg Lesser sugar
44. The first of a number of events has been scheduled

45. disinterested – impartial; having no personal involvement or receiving no personal advantage, and therefore free to act fairly:

     a disinterested observer/judgment

     a piece of disinterested advice

      Uninterested – opposite of interested

     Not wanting to give your attention to something or discover more about it:

     He seemed uninterested in what I was saying.

46. always has tried and always will try

47. cost for

48. means to – He has the means to buy half the houses in the street if he wants to (verb)

      Means of - They had no means of communication. (noun)

We need to find some other means of transportation.

We must use every means at our disposal.

She tried to explain by means of sign language.

49. In spite of and despite are prepositions. So both have a noun after them.

Though, even though and although are conjunctions. They are followed by a clause. 

Although and though can be used in the same way but although is more formal.

'Our new neighbours are quite nice, though their dog is a bit of a nuisance.' 

'She insisted on keeping her coat on, although it was extremely warm in the house as the central heating was on.'

'Although she was commended for completing the Millennium Dome project on time and within budget, management felt that it was now time for a new person with different talents to take over.' 

Even though is used to give emphasis.

'I managed to get good results in my exams, even though I went out four times a week when I was supposed to be revising.' 

Despite is more formal than in spite of

'Despite the appalling weather, they succeeded in walking to the top of Ben Nevis.' 

'They decided to get married in spite of the huge differences in their ages.' 

50. statistics associate

51. of all time

52. one of the (adjective of a superlative degree) is always followed by a plural noun. 

53. different from one another or different from each other are both correct

54. Progress such as that is made – better than – such as what is made

55. When in doubt for about an assumption question, use the denial test.

56. Be cautious when answering EXCEPT questions. 

57. … is heavier than is usual…

58. credited with (verb) having developed

59. Take note of Adverbs – related distantly is correct; related distant is not.

60. Unique is unique. It is cannot be modified by words such as very etc

61. Neither his frequent attempts at humor nor his numerous attempts to cooperate with both his roommates – Wrong parallelism - at humor, to cooperate

62. This sentence is correct:

Tokyo is, with more than one million inhabitants, the most expensive city in the world.

63. BAD : Lemon is useful as a natural astringent.

     GOOD : Lemon is used as a natural astringent. – Active voice

64. BAD : Students are required to …

      GOOD: The requirement is …

 both of England and of her own parochialism  is correct

Always use limitations instead of limits. The idiom is limitations to and limits to not limits/limitations on

65. Read GMAT sentences carefully. Seemingly correct answer choices might have some diminutive hidden errors eg omission of that, replacing desert in the sentence with dessert, etc

66. GOOD: I have read Moby Dick in its abridged version

     BAD : I have read Moby Dick as its abridged form.

67. BAD: not any happier than …

      GOOD: no happier than …

68. If you have crossed out some answer choices, but the remaining choices also do not seem correct, chances are that you have struck out a correct answer choice.

69. agree with  - a person

      Agree to – a proposal

70. Verbs like 'anticipate' must be followed by a gerund, the verb form in '-ing'. Eg Even though she didn't anticipate implementing it, the advertising manager agreed to the personnel.

71. The approach of 

72. GMAT does not prefer clichés. So, try to get rid of them in SC and AWA.

73. Costs of the pinelands rose almost as fast as those (not what they did) outside the pinelands

74. At times ‘they’ is used ambiguously, say when it refers to two groups. But when its usage is clear, referring to only one living group, it can safely be used

Eg While depressed property values can hurt some large investors, they are potentially devastating for homeowners, whose equity —in many cases representing a life's savings—can plunge or even disappear. 

75. While some propose to combat widespread illegal copying of computer programs by attempting to change people's attitudes toward pirating, others suggest reducing software prices to decrease the incentive for pirating, and still others are calling for the prosecution of those who copy software illegally. 

76. To vote rather than to continue

77. The works of Allen which were … => which modifies the works of Allen

78. The works of Allen, which were … => which modifies Allen

79. The clause within commas can be omitted without changing the meaning of the sentence. 

80. We use ‘had been’ to change tense. But if the sentence already shows a change than , had been is better done away with.

81. It is preferable to use ‘which’ with a comma.

82. where = in which

83. aspire to – correct

      Aspirations are to – WRONG

84. If ….then; were… clause

85. The wolf and jackal had a common ancestry.

86. Just as ………….NOT just like

87. To identify subject object: SUBJECT (VERB) OBJECT 

      He attacked her. He-subject; Her – object

      He is as handsome as me/I ? – it should be I (am). This sentence has two subjects and no object.

READING COMPREHENSION

1. For reading passages, this is what the following words mean:

Analytical – examining or tending to examine things very carefully:

Descriptive -  A descriptive area of study is one that is based on saying what its subject is really like, rather than on providing theories about it:

Hyperbolic - a way of speaking or writing that makes someone or something sound bigger, better, more, etc. than they are

Critical - giving opinions or judgments on books, plays, films, etc

Reproachful - to criticize someone, especially for not being successful or not doing what is expected

Facetious - not serious about a serious subject, in an attempt to be amusing or to appear clever

Equivocal - unclear and seeming to have two opposing meanings, or confusing and able to be understood in two different ways

Circular - describes an argument which keeps returning to the same points and is not effective

Unwarranted - lacking a good reason and therefore annoying or unfair.

2. The Six Questions 
MAIN IDEA QUESTIONS 

The main idea is usually stated in the last--occasionally the first--sentence of the first paragraph. If it's not there, it will probably be the last sentence of the entire passage. 

Because main idea questions are relatively easy, the GMAT writers try to obscure the correct answer by surrounding it with close answer-choices ("detractors") that either overstate or understate the author's main point. Answer-choices that stress specifics tend to understate the main idea; choices that go beyond the scope of the passage tend to overstate the main idea. 

The answer to a main idea question will summarize the author's argument, yet be neither too specific nor too broad. 

Description Questions 

Description questions, as with main idea questions, refer to a point made by the author. However, description questions refer to a minor point or to incidental information, not to the author's main point. 

The answer to a description question must refer directly to a statement in the passage, not to something implied by it. However, the correct answer will paraphrase a statement in the passage, not give an exact quote. In fact, exact quotes ("Same language" traps) are often used to bait wrong answers. 

Caution: When answering a description question, you must find the point in the passage from which the question is drawn. Don't rely on memory--too many obfuscating tactics are used with these questions. 

Not only must the correct answer refer directly to a statement in the passage, it must refer to the relevant statement. The correct answer will be surrounded by wrong choices which refer directly to the passage but don't address the question. These choices can be tempting because they tend to be quite close to the actual answer. 

Once you spot the sentence to which the question refers, you still must read a few sentences before and after it, to put the question in context. If a question refers to line 20, the information needed to answer it can occur anywhere from line 15 to 25. Even if you have spotted the answer in line 20, you should still read a couple more lines to make certain you have the proper perspective. 

Extension Questions 

Extension questions are the most common. They require you to go beyond what is stated in the passage, asking you to draw an inference from the passage, to make a conclusion based on the passage, or to identify one of the author's tacit assumptions. 

Since extension questions require you to go beyond the passage, the correct answer must say more than what is said in the passage. Beware of same language traps with these questions: the correct answer will often both paraphrase and extend a statement in the passage, but it will not directly quote it. 

"Same Language" traps: For extension questions, any answer-choice that explicitly refers to or repeats a statement in the passage will probably be wrong. 

The correct answer to an extension question will not require a quantum leap in thought, but it will add significantly to the ideas presented in the passage. 

Application Questions 

Application questions differ from extension questions only in degree. Extension questions ask you to apply what you have learned from the passage to derive new information about the same subject, whereas application questions go one step further, asking you to apply what you have learned from the passage to a different or hypothetical situation. 

To answer an application question, take the author's perspective. Ask yourself: what am I arguing for? what might make my argument stronger? what might make it weaker? 

Tone Questions 

Tone questions ask you to identify the writer's attitude or perspective. Is the writer's feeling toward the subject positive, negative, or neutral? Does the writer give his own opinion, or does he objectively present the opinions of others? 

Before you read the answer-choices, decide whether the writer's tone is positive, negative, or neutral. It is best to do this without referring to the passage. 

However, if you did not get a feel for the writer's attitude on the first reading, check the adjectives that he chooses. Adjectives and, to a lesser extent, adverbs express our feelings toward subjects. For instance, if we agree with a person who holds strong feelings about a subject, we may describe his opinions as impassioned. On the other hand, if we disagree with him, we may describe his opinions as excitable, which has the same meaning as "impassioned" but carries a negative connotation.

Writing Technique Questions 

All coherent writing has a superstructure or blueprint. When writing, we don't just randomly jot down our thoughts; we organize our ideas and present them in a logical manner. For instance, we may present evidence that builds up to a conclusion but intentionally leave the conclusion unstated, or we may present a position and then contrast it with an opposing position, or we may draw an extended analogy. 

There is an endless number of writing techniques that authors use to present their ideas, so we cannot classify every method. However, some techniques are very common to the type of explanatory or opinionated writing found in GMAT passages. 

A. Compare and contrast two positions. 

This technique has a number of variations, but the most common and direct is to develop two ideas or systems (comparing) and then point out why one is better than the other (contrasting). 

Writing-technique questions are similar to main idea questions; except that they ask about how the author presents his ideas, not about the ideas themselves. Generally, you will be given only two writing methods to choose from, but each method will have two or more variations. 

B. Show cause and effect. 

In this technique, the author typically shows how a particular cause leads to a certain result or set of results. It is not uncommon for this method to introduce a sequence of causes and effects. A causes B, which causes C, which causes D, and so on. Hence B is both the effect of A and the cause of C. 

C. State a position and then give supporting evidence. 

This technique is common with opinionated passages. Equally common is the reverse order. That is, the supporting evidence is presented and then the position or conclusion is stated. And sometimes the evidence will be structured to build up to a conclusion which is then left unstated. If this is done skillfully the reader will be more likely to arrive at the same conclusion as the author

Pivotal Words
As mentioned before, each passage contains 200 to 600 words and only four to seven questions, so you will not be tested on most of the material in the passage. Your best reading strategy, therefore, is to identify the places from which questions will most likely be drawn and concentrate your attention there. 

Pivotal words can help in this regard. Following are the most common pivotal words. 

Pivotal Words 

	PRIVATE
But 

However 

Despite 

Nonetheless 

In contrast 
	Although 

Yet 

Nevertheless 

Except 

Even though 


As you may have noticed, these words indicate contrast. Pivotal words warn that the author is about to either make a U-turn or introduce a counter-premise (concession to a minor point that weakens the argument). 

Pivotal words mark natural places for questions to be drawn. At a pivotal word, the author changes direction. The GMAT writers form questions at these junctures to test whether you turned with the author or you continued to go straight. Rarely do the GMAT writers let a pivotal word pass without drawing a question from its sentence.

 CRITICAL REASONING

1. When determining the conclusion's scope be careful not to read any more or less into it than the author states. GMAT writers often create wrong answer-choices by slightly overstating or understating the author's claim.

2. KISS - Keep It Simple Stupid. The key to Critical Reasoning is to focus on what the question is asking you to do, finding an answer choice that best answers the question. THAT'S ALL YOU SHOULD DO. Just answer the question, do not read too much into it or let your own knowledge of a subject lead you to pick the wrong answer. KISS.

3. CRITICAL REASONING RULES
a) If a then b => if ~b then ~a
eg If it is raining then it is cloudy => if it is not cloudy then it is not raining

b) ~(~a) = a

eg It is not the case that John did not pass the GMAT => John passed the GMAT

c) If a then b, and if b then a => iff b then a
eg. If it is sunny then I go to the beach, and if I go to the beach then it is sunny => I go to the beach iff it is sunny. (iff means if and only if)

d) a only if b => If a then b
eg. John will do well on the GMAT only if he studies hard => If John does well on the GMAT then he studied hard.

e) a unless b => if not b, then a
eg John did well on the GMAT unless he partied the night before => If John did not party the night before, he did well on the GMAT.

f) if a then b, if b then c => if a then c
4.  Seven Common Fallacies

Contradiction
A Contradiction is committed when two opposing statements are simultaneously asserted. For example, saying "it is raining and it is not raining" is a contradiction. 

"We cannot know anything, because we intuitively realize that our thoughts are unreliable."
This argument has an air of reasonableness to it. But "intuitively realize" means "to know". Thus the arguer is in essence saying that we know that we don't know anything. This is self-contradictory.

Equivocation
Equivocation is the use of a word in more than one sense during an argument. 

"Individual rights must be championed by the government. It is right for one to believe in God. So government should promote the belief in God."
In this argument, right is used ambiguously. In the phrase "individual rights" it is used in the sense of a privilege, whereas in the second sentence right is used to mean proper or moral. The questionable conclusion is possible only if the arguer is allowed to play with the meaning of the critical word right.

Circular Reasoning
Circular reasoning involves assuming as a premise that which you are trying to prove. Intuitively, it may seem that no one would fall for such an argument. However, the conclusion may appear to state something additional, or the argument may be so long that the reader may forget that the conclusion was stated as a premise.

Example:
"The death penalty is appropriate for traitors because it is right to execute those who betray their own country and thereby risk the lives of millions."
This argument is circular because "right" means essentially the same thing as "appropriate". In effect, the writer is saying that the death penalty is appropriate because it is appropriate.

Shifting The Burden Of Proof
It is incumbent on the writer to provide evidence or support for her position. To imply that a position is true merely because no one has disproved it is to shift the burden of proof to others.

Example:
"Since no one has been able to prove God's existence, there must not be a God."
There are two major weaknesses in this argument. First, the fact that God's existence has yet to be proven does not preclude any future proof of existence. Second, if there is a God, one would expect that his existence is independent of any proof by man.

Unwarranted Assumptions
The fallacy of unwarranted assumption is committed when the conclusion of an argument is based on a premise (implicit or explicit) that is false or unwarranted. An assumption is unwarranted when it is false--these premises are usually suppressed or vaguely written. An assumption is also unwarranted when it is true but does not apply in the given context--these premises are usually explicit.

Example: (False Dichotomy)
Either restrictions must be placed on freedom of speech or certain subversive elements in society will use it to destroy this country. Since to allow the latter to occur is unconscionable, we must restrict freedom of speech.
The conclusion above is unsound because
subversives do not in fact want to destroy the country 

the author places too much importance on the freedom of speech 

the author fails to consider an accommodation between the two alternatives 

the meaning of "freedom of speech" has not been defined 

subversives are a true threat to our way of life 

The arguer offers two options: either restrict freedom of speech, or lose the country. He hopes the reader will assume that these are the only options available. This is unwarranted. He does not state how the so-called "subversive elements" would destroy the country, nor for that matter, why they would want to destroy it. There may be a third option that the author did not mention; namely, that society may be able to tolerate the "subversives" and it may even be improved by the diversity of opinion they offer. The answer is (C).

Appeal To Authority
To appeal to authority is to cite an expert's opinion as support for one's own opinion. This method of thought is not necessarily fallacious. Clearly, the reasonableness of the argument depends on the "expertise" of the person being cited and whether she is an expert in a field relevant to the argument. Appealing to a doctor's authority on a medical issue, for example, would be reasonable; but if the issue is about dermatology and the doctor is an orthopedist, then the argument would be questionable.

Personal Attack
In a personal attack (ad hominem), a person's character is challenged instead of her opinions.

Example:
Politician: "How can we trust my opponent to be true to the voters? He isn't true to his wife!"
This argument is weak because it attacks the opponent's character, not his positions. Some people may consider fidelity a prerequisite for public office. History, however, shows no correlation between fidelity and great political leadership.

