Chat Room 1
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nikhilkrishnarai: Hi Angel can u tell a rough estimate just for a feel
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JDickson3c7cab: Thanks again!
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Reapplicant: I understand that Adcom is looking for growth in reapplicants, what are some of the more powerful ways in which an applicant can grow from one year to the next?
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello MHaydar.  There are many different areas that students focus on at MIT Sloan.  Entrepreneurship, finance, sustainability, marketing, operations, strategy, and general management are all popular academic and extracurricular areas on which are students focus.  If you have a specific question about one of those areas, we would be happy to answer it.  Thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: Jimyuan- We have a certificate in Sustainablity in the MBA  for more about coursework in sustainablity http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/careersintoaction.php
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JSherman6cca22: Are there entrepreneurial resources and activities outside the classroom?
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jimyuan555: thanks Kim
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philipsloan: Hi Jen. Financing the MBA program is a great concern to me. I really want to know what financing options are available to international students presently residing in the US.
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AdmissionsKim: jc-there is no limit for what you can apply 
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jcvaldelamar: thanks kim
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello JosiahLamz.  Two letters of recommendation are required.  We prefer professional recommendations; an academic recommendation is not required.  However, if you are applying to the Leaders for Global Operations Program, three recs are required and one must speak to your academic abilities.  Thanks.
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JosiahLamz: Thanks!
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AdmissionsKim: varun- leadership IS leadership!  And that is great for teamwork as well!
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Reapplicant: Technical question: should I assume that the header and footer of the cover letter count toward the 500 word limit?
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ldonchak: Good question, reapplicant =)
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jinmei324: 
Hi, this is Mei from Washington DC. I've noticed that MIT got more than a thousand applications for MBA every year, I am wondering how the commitee members could go over that many application materials. Would you use some kind of cut off points, such as the GPA, GMAT, or/and TOEFL, to sort out some applications for further consideration, or you would go over all materials for all applicants?
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AdmissionsKim: IDgomez- 2 years for the MBA and the Sloan Fellows is looking for mid-level mangers with 10 years experience
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jeegs6up: Sorry for repeating: Between an undergrad and grad GPA which one do you consider more important. esp if undergrad GPA is 2.9 and grad GPA is 3.95
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LWan14a695: Is there a specific type of work experience that is favored over others? I notice that a lot f b schools tend to recruit heavily among the consulting industry...
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AdmissionsKim: nikhil- experience is experience-We are looking for leaders.  Many successful leaders have failed companies. 
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello JSherman.  The core is quantitative, but that is the case at most business schools.  After that, students choose their courses (75% of your courses at MIT Sloan are electives).   Some students opt for more quantitative courses, such as advanced finance courses, and some never take another quantitative course after the first semester.  There is a focus on analytics at MIT, so you can expect that, for example, a marketing class will focus more on marketing analytics than on what color the brochure should be. 
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matthewfeaver2010:  Hi Kim and Angel, I know we should apply when our application is ready, but to be safe how many days in advance would generally be enough so as to not crash the system as I have heard has happened. 
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moosik3: How many second years get job offers upon completing their MBA?  How many of those job are from the recruitment on campus?
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Angel Navedo MIT: One more thought on the quant reputation at MIT.  In New York last week one of our alumni talked about how he could not add before coming to Sloan and chose Sloan for that reason.  He was recently offered a CFO position within the media company in which he works.  Reputation goes a long way!  Thanks.
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varunoberoi: thanks kim
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hi Jeegs.  We focus more on the undergraduate GPA, because all of our applicants have one.  Thus we can look at them comparatively.  Thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: philipsloan- We compare all applications against each other.  We don't have enough information to compare your whole application to the pool.
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masgary:  What are the mean and median GPAs of admitted applicants?  In addition, does the Admissions Committee temper the GPA of an applicant with the quality of undergraduate institution attended?  Thanks.
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JSherman6cca22: Angel, Thank you. Don't ignore the color of your brochure.
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nikhilkrishnarai: Hello , as a reapplicant , Could you kindly provide hints on how to approach the application in terms of answering the essays.. Do we only concentrate on improvements made in the last year . Can I justify my change in goals when compared to the last year as a result of a change in my outlook and profile .. Would this count as a drawback in case i change my goals because of a change in my personal activities and endeavours and my attempts for a fresh approach in re evaluating my goals..
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hi LObeng.  Professors use a mixed pedagogy.  No one has done a formal calculation on percentage breakdown of various teaching methods, but informally students have told me that it's about a third lecture, a third case/classroom discussion, and a third team projects (like our laboratory courses).   Thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: JC- we are looking for a diverse group of people. We don't have a determined space for each geograpical region
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jcvaldelamar: thans kim
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jcvaldelamar: so, How do you asure that?
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello again Reapplicant.  Letters of recommendation are a bit different.  Often things have not changed significantly in a year, and thus choosing the same recommenders (who may submit the same recommendation) is acceptable.  Thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: 
reapplicant-did you get a raise or promotion this year?  did you have a baby or get married?
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shegun123: Hi, I wanted to find out about your inclusion policy for gay and lesbian students. Will stating this information affect my application adversely?
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mitsudarshan: Hi, as an MBA Sloan student will I have access to other MIT courses as well - say technical course, (Physics ,Optics etc.)
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AdmissionsKim: philip - check out http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/finance.php for how our students finance their degrees
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hi JSherman.  There are many entrepreneurial resources outside of the classroom!  The Entrepreneurship Center has entrepreneurs in residence who guide our students as they think about possible business plans.  There are many clubs related to entrepreneurship.  There are mixers with the goal of creating teams for the 100k Entrepreneurship Competition.  And the 100k is another example.  Please check out http://entrepreneurship.mit.edu/ for more information.  Thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: reapplicant- the cover letter starts after  Dear Mr. Garcia:
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jcvaldelamar: What is the validity / homologation that you give to the specialization titles that Universities in South and Central America give, those one year programs?
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AdmissionsKim: LWan- No.  Are you a leader, team player and comfortable with innovation?  That is what you are, not what you do.
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matthewfeaver2010: Hi Kim and Angel I think this is my last question, should the cover letter be like a cover letter for a resume or CV talking about a few key things that would make you a good candidate or are you looking for some thign else. Thanks
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JSherman6cca22: Kim and Angel, This is very helpful. Thank you. Do you have to be a Patriots fan?
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jayp1244: do you have any advice for those of us who are early in the process? I am very interested in MIT, but don't think i'd apply for another year or so. I want to show my interest and learn more about the school, but I was wondering if you had any things in mind that could help me get ahead with the admissions process?
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shegun123: Also, in terms of financial aid, regardless of possible loans and scholarships, is there a minimum amount that applicants are expected to have saved prior to starting at Sloan?
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ldonchak: JSherman - yes. ;)
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello Jinmei.  The director of admissions reviews each application and distributes them to readers.  Once an application has been distributed, it will receive a full read from that reader.  Some applications might not make it past the director's review, but our goal is to read each and every application that is submitted.  Thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: matthew- Apply when you are ready. We have never had a problem with it crashing.
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matthewfeaver2010: Ok thanks
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round1applicant: What kind of applications do not make it past Mr. Garcia's review? What are the weaknesses that halt their progression in the process?
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AdmissionsKim: mas gary- 3.7 in the 4 point scale 
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jcvaldelamar: 
Do you take into account the experience of those who currently teach in undergraduate programs on Universities? is the any special consideration for this king of profiles?
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello Moosik.  We do not yet have career statistics for the MIT Sloan Class of 2012, as we are compiling that data now (employment report released in December).  However, all other employment reports going back more than 10 years are available on our website at http://mitsloan.mit.edu/cdo/employmentreports.php.  Sloan has done very well in recent years as compared to our peer schools.  
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JosiahLamz: Although 2 letters of recommendation are required, do applicants have an advantage if they submit 3 -- 2 professional and 1 academic?  Would submitting one from an undergrad professor bolster a below average GPA (3.3)?  Thanks!
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Angel Navedo MIT: JSherman, we don't ignore the color of the brochure :).  We just don't have a class teaching you that.  Thanks.
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JSherman6cca22: Did not understand mas-gary answer
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AdmissionsKim: nikhil- tell us who you are and what you are doing in the frame of the questions.  Be yourself.  
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello MITSudarshan.  Yes, you can take courses across campus.  MIT has cross registration both within the various schools at MIT and with Harvard University.  Up to 3 grad-level classes can be applied to your MBA degree.  Many students take advantage of cross registration, and you will also see many students from other schools in your Sloan classes.  Thanks.
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JSherman6cca22: Angelo, Color frequently influences customer response...you can measure it.
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello JCV.  We will look at any academic work you have done in assessing your academic achievement and potential in our program.  thanks.
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AdmissionsKim: shegun- MIT and MIT Sloan has great LGBT groups.  you may wish to share that information on your application, but it won't affect our decision either way. 

[image: image64.png]


nikhilkrishnarai: thanks Kim,, I understand.. 
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mitsudarshan: Thank you
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JosiahLamz: JSherman, you should apply to teach the marketing analytics course at MIT.
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nikhilkrishnarai: It is all about being true to oneself .. I believe
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jcvaldelamar: Do MIT allow MBA students to work for the university during the program? if so, what are the profiles that you require? what percentage of students have access to that and what is the remuneration and average time of work you allow? thaks
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AdmissionsKim: J Sherman-
No you don't have to be a patriots fan when you start, but you may when you leave.
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hi Matthew.  The cover letter is our introduction to you.  You may include achievements you want to highlight, reasons for applying, etc.   Thanks.
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MHaydar9efa5e: 
What is the teaching style at MIT?  More case method?  More group projects?
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AdmissionsKim: jayp1244-  If you can visit, it will give you a great feel for our program
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jcvaldelamar: thank you or your answer Angel, but it is not clear enough for me
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AdmissionsKim: Josiah- Please follow the directions as closely as you can! 
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JosiahLamz: got it, thanks.
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello Shegun.  You can borrow up to the amount of the program (tuition plus personal expenses), but the first loan disbursement does not arrive until mid- to late September. Therefore you should have saved at least a month's worth of expenses (not including tuition -- if you have been approved for loans, your tuition payment will be pending loan disbursement).  Thanks.
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jcvaldelamar: is there any homologation between specialization courses in Central and South America with American titles?
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ldonchak: 
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jcvaldelamar: 2 specialization (1 year of Courses) are equivalent to ... what?
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AdmissionsKim: jc-  I doubt you would have time to have a job during your coursework
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ldonchak: @Jesherman - check this link out about color psychology http://blog.kissmetrics.com/color-psychology/?wide=1
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jcvaldelamar: if so, is it possible? some schools have the graduate assistants role
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JSherman6cca22: Angel and  Kim, Thanks again for this very helpful session.
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jimyuan555: 
Thanks for the info! Gotta log out and go back to work!  Great session!
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nikhilkrishnarai: I have heard rumours that the Indian students ' average gmat score is always higher than the school s gmat score in all the reputed schools irrespective of their profiles. Is this true with MIT as well.. 
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AdmissionsKim: 
JC - sorry YES you can TA and RA starting your second semester
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matthewfeaver2010: thank you very much Kim and Angel for your time today
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello round1applicant.  Mr. Garcia's process is a mystery, even to us.  Again, our goal is to read all of the applications, and last year we were close.  Every application received a review and at least a look from a reader, and most received a full read.  Thanks.
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JPark6578e8: For word limits on essays, I hear that there is a +/- 10% margin for word count. Do you keep very strict limits on word count? For example, a 520 word essay instead of 500.
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AdmissionsKim: jpark- follow the directions as closely as possible
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Angel Navedo MIT: JSherman, my name is Angel.  Certainly, I am not trying to discount the color!  You just won't spend a semester studying this in a class at MIT.  
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JPark6578e8: thanks!
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vip3c2de4: does it help your admissions package if you meet with professors at the school who have research interests that are in line with your interests?
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JSherman6cca22: Angel, Thank goodness!
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AdmissionsKim: 
5 minutes left
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Angel Navedo MIT: Hello JCV.  Many MBA students work as teaching or research assistants for professors.  These roles pay partial tuition reimbursement plus a stipend and are great ways to work closely with our faculty.  Thanks.
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Reapplicant: Angel and Kim, thank you for answering all of my questions.
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nikhilkrishnarai: Request this final question's answer ..I have heard rumours that the Indian students ' average gmat score is always higher than the school s gmat score in all the reputed schools irrespective of their profiles. Is this true with MIT as well..
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vip3c2de4: Reapplicant, nice line of questioning, and MIT thank you for answering!

[image: image100.png]


Angel Navedo MIT: JVC, I am not sure which specialization courses to wihch you are referring.  Submit your questoin to mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu and we will get an answer for you.  
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jcvaldelamar: Angel, I am interested on knowing details on that (working during my MBA) is there any email i can write to?
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AdmissionsKim: vip- If it helps you make your decision if MIT is the right place for you, then you should meet professors.

[image: image103.png]


LObengd88a18: A technical question. Do we ask the GMAT/GRE companies to submit our official score, or is self-reported ok for the initial submission? Thank you.
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Angel Navedo MIT: Nikhil, we do not cut our pool by country of citizenship.  Thanks.
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Angel Navedo MIT: JPark, we are not super strict, but please be respectful of the word limit.  Thanks.
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nikhilkrishnarai: Thanks Kim ,, i have got my answer..
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Angel Navedo MIT: We need the official scores for GRE and GMAT.
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nikhilkrishnarai: Thanks Angel, I have got my answer
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varunoberoi: thanks kim angel and jen
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LObengd88a18: Thank you!
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Angel Navedo MIT: Thank you all for joining us today!  We look forward to meeting many of you and reading your applications in the coming months.  Best regards,
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Angel Navedo MIT: Angel Navedo
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AdmissionsKim: lobeng- MBA GMAT School Code: X5X-QS-41
MBA GRE School Code: 3791
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LWan14a695: Thank you for your time!
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MHaydar9efa5e: Thanks for hosting.  It is greatly appreciated.
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ldonchak: Thanks!
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AdmissionsKim: Thanks this was great fun!  You can email us any questions at mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu
Administrative Message: This event has ended. You cannot post any more messages
Chat Room 2
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tushar84: Hello EmilyAdmit, for recommendations, is it acceptable to have one from a supervisor and another from someone senior to me but not a supervisor? Or do both of the recommendations need to be from a supervisor?
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EmilyAdmit: rje: many students consider themselves "non-traditional," but in fact every applicant has a different story and background.  We don't look for one kind of background at all. I encourage you to apply and demonstrate your strengths in your essays and recommendations.
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pgauthier: Two Random questions: What percentage if applicants do you invite to interview and of those that interview, what percentage do you usually accept? 
Do you have an average quant percentile for the GMAT? Do you favor quant over verbal or do you prefer balanced?
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EmilyAdmit: susan: yes we consider all undergraduate GPAs, regardless of how long ago they were received
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Sara Jacobsen: You can find a list of the MIT student clubs on this website: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/experience/clubs.php 

[image: image123.png]


slau82ac85: 
Thanks Emily. i understand that the range of experience is wide but would you say that the bulk of your financie students have around 2 - 3 years of experience?
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EmilyAdmit: bplotz: we are the home of Entrepreneurship and Innovation (we even have our E & I track, typically with 50 students per year).  Learn more about entrepreneurship here: http://entrepreneurship.mit.edu/, it details recent projects with students and faculty
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Sara Jacobsen: WPSaboia234d45: we accept the same amount of students from both round 1 and round 2
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willowly: Hi Sara, this is another eligibility related question. I have an undergraduate in economics but did a masters in industrial engineering/management science & engineering, would that qualify for the engineering requirement for LGO? Thank you. 
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EmilyAdmit: round1: it's to your advantage to talk about as many situations that show your strengths as possible, versus repeating the same event.
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susanplindahl: 
in your experience, what do you think differentiates Sloan from other top business schools?
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slau82ac85: Sara, do you get the same number of applicants in round 1 vs 2. and traditionally has the quality of candidates for 
each round been approximately the same
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bplotzkereb0328: this might also be a general mba quesiton, but if you own a small business that you do not plan to sell anytime soon, are you technically able to operate it while being a full time student?
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tanu.aggarwal:  Hi Emily & Sara, 
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EmilyAdmit: sy: Tsinghua in china is one of our partner schools.  If you were a student at that university, you could do an exchange program with MIT Sloan.  You can learn more about it here: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/globalmitsloan/china.php
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Sara Jacobsen: tusar84: both recommendations do not need to come from a supervisor (at least one is recommended) if you feel someone else can better speak to yoru strenghts, weaknesses, leadership capabilities, etc.
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vip97697a: Thanks for your time.  This is Russ from Detroit.  Is there an advantage in applying in round1 vs. round2 assuming everything else is constant (ie. the quality of the application is not affected)?  
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puntai: Could you please talk about the System and Design Management program?
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EmilyAdmit: shong: please go into specifics about a goal you achieved and the steps you took to get there
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smclean: Another application question.....If an applicant has a rather low GPA and graduated from undergrad about 5 years ago would an alternate transcript be of much help or should they focus on the rest of the application?
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smclean: Hello Russ Im from Detroit also!
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round1applicant: Coming from a non-traditional science (chemistry) background, I did not take economics in college. I see on the application, you ask for Econ grades; will it count against us if we have not taken it?
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Sara Jacobsen: pgauthier: we invite about 18 percent of people who apply and about half of those interviewed are accepted.
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tanu.aggarwal: @Emily & Sara : What weightage in the application do the recommendations, cover letter, and the basic resume details hold  ?
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EmilyAdmit: pgauthier: we look at the overall GMAT score, we look at both parts equally
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EmilyAdmit: slau: our students typically have 4-5 years of work experience (that's the average), we don't break it down further into what industries they're coming from.
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Rebecca Cooper: If a GMAT verbal is significantly stronger than quant, is that considered a downfall?
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Sara Jacobsen: willowly: I would recommend joining the LGO chat room and asking the representatives there.  They will be able to best answer your question.
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susanplindahl: how does Sloan feel about applicants whose primary background is in the federal government and not industry?
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TPhamf9c9e4:  Hi Emily and Sara. I understand that the typical class size is around 60 students. Do students take classes with the same group throughout their core curriculum or are they rotated. Thanks for your time.
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Rebecca Cooper: Also, if we take the GMAT and (for whatever reason) choose to retake... can we submit a later score once our application is processed? Or should we wait to send the application until the second score has come back?
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TYin06ef2b: Hi, what percentage of sloan graduates went into entrepreneurship last year?
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EmilyAdmit: susan: we have many differences as an MBA program.  we have a very flexible curriculum (75 % of your classes are electives, only a 1 semester core), we pioneered action learning labs like G-Lab, S-Lab, E-Lab, etc, and we are a general MBA degree that allows you to focus if you like (in finance, sustainability, Entrepreneurship & Innovation)
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Sara Jacobsen: slau82ac85: we accept the same number of applicants from both rounds, but find that more people apply to round 2  So statistically your chances would be better if you applied in round 1.
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EmilyAdmit: Brett: yes we have had students who ran or started business while a full-time student.  Ambitious!  But it has been done with success in the past!
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EmilyAdmit: Puntai: view info on the SDM program here, http://sdm.mit.edu/, this chat is only for the MBA program today.
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Sara Jacobsen: tanu.aggarwal: all the parts of our applicant are considered data points
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SHongf3e941: for the campus visit, can we request the type of students and class we interact with if we're interested in a particular area, or are those things set when you put together the schedule of available slots for the ambassador program
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EmilyAdmit: smclean: i don't understand what you mean by alternate transcript.  We need to see your undergraduate transcript, and if you have received advanced degrees we'll look at those also.
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PSaboia234d45: Where can we get more info on the Ambassadors Program?
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EmilyAdmit: round1: we suggest that you have a background (a course in microeconomics) before applying to the program, but it's not necessary.  If the admissions committee feels as though everything else about your application is great and that you are lacking in this area, they'll ask you to take it before you are enrolled.
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susanplindahl: 
I just began a Masters in Cybersecurity but only in the beginning stages, should my transcript also be sent along with my application?
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tushar84: Thanks Sara. Another question - Could you please talk through the success that MIT Sloan students have had in the fmcg or technology marketing space? Is MIT Sloan an attractive place to hire for marketing roles? What are some of the strengths that MIT Sloan program has for someone looking to grow in brand or product management?
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Sara Jacobsen: TPhamf9c9e4: during the core you will only take classes with your ocean.  You will not rotate at all until the second semester.
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EmilyAdmit: Rebecca: it is not a downfall, but we do hope that you submit your best possible scores.  If you are not happy with your quant scores you may wish to take the test again and hopefully receive a score that represents your ability
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smclean: EmilyAdmit:  Thanks for the response! I meant enrolling in additional classes prior to applying such as a math course or enon course to prove to admissions that you have improved since your undergraduate years.  Sorry for the confusion!
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EmilyAdmit: susan: we encourage all backgrounds to apply, we have had successful candidates from the government in the past.
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slau82ac85: 
Thanks. Sara/Emily, can you tell me how much of a focus the S-Lab has on global infrastructure development? I understand that Sarah Slaughter is a Senior Lecturer (who focuses on infrastructure)  who is part of the S-Lab but i'm not sure how much of a focus infrastrucure will be
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smclean: I meant econ course
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EmilyAdmit: rebecca: yes you can take and retake the test and update us (if you've already submitted) with the new score
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round1applicant: Dear EmilyAdmit: In the case of them asking you to take microeconomics before enrolling, could you do so just over the summer and not defer your admission?
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Sara Jacobsen: TYin06ef2b: to see what percentage of students went into entrepreneurship last year see our employment report: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/career/emp-report.php 
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EmilyAdmit: shong: yes we will do our best to accommodate your interests when you visit.  It all depends on what students volunteer to bring visitors to class on any given day
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EmilyAdmit: susan: yes please send your transcript with your application
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georgiethomas: hello I was wondering how important it is to show a diversity of experiences when writing your essays? ie should you not only discuss work anecdotes if you have volunteer experiences that could fit the scope of the question as well?
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Sara Jacobsen: PSaboia234d445: for the ambassadors program: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/ambassadors.php
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Rebecca Cooper: Thanks Emily... I was worried about waiting too long to submit my application... but you are correct, I am not happy with my quant score. I hit the mid 600's without really taking any classes... but I know I can do better on the quant.

[image: image175.png]


t4altman: Is the quant score on the GMAT more important if you majored in the humanities in college?
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EmilyAdmit: tushar: yes we have strong marketing faculty here and countless electives offered within marketing, I encourage you to look at a mini-brochure here: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/careersintoaction.php
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EmilyAdmit: smclean: yes, good question, if you feel as though your ability is stronger than your undergraduate transcript reflects, an additional course and a good grade is a good way to prove this.
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EmilyAdmit: slau: much more info on our S-Lab found here: http://actionlearning.mit.edu/s-lab/
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EmilyAdmit: round1: yes if we ask you to take a course it could be a spring or summer course, and then you'd start the program here on time.

[image: image180.png]


SHongf3e941: does sloan offer any courses or have any resources in recruiting for luxury brand management?
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EmilyAdmit: georgie: we absolutely encourage you to talk about professional and volunteer/extra-curricular activities as well, this will help paint a more complete picture of you.
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rjelinek: Do you recommend the E&I track for someone who might not necessarily want to establish a new business, but would like to work with early-stage startups?
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vkontos: Hi I am vassilis from Cyprus . Can you please tell me whether i should rush to finish the application before 26th october or should i take my time until january?
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EmilyAdmit: t4altman: we hope that you have strong scores in both the quant and verbal sections, regardless of your undergraduate area.
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purvaupasak: I will not be able to attend on-campus events. Are there any current students/alum we can talk with?
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round1applicant: Why does Sloan ask if our significant other is applying and to provide their name? How does that factor into admissions?
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vipc25491: how heavily do you weight international experience in the application process?
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Sara Jacobsen: 
SHongf3e941:
 see Emily's link above to the mini marketing brochure which details courses.  There is also an MIT Sloan Retail club.
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EmilyAdmit: rjelinek: yes we would!  not all 50 of the graduates of E&I this past year went into their own ventures.  Some joined larger companies, some joined startups, but regardless the experience of the electives and especially the track means you get exposure to the top entrepreneurs, you get networking and resume help, etc.  It's truly an amazing track.
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EmilyAdmit: vkontos: please submit your best possible application.  If you are not ready by the round 1 deadline, please wait until round 2.
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vipc25491: can we still do G-lab or S-lab if we are in the E&I track?
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purvaupasak: Can you tell us about the Social Entrepreneurship courses at Sloan? 
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sdurhamgt: 
is it appropriate to include in your application leadership roles in a faith-based non-profit?  what about involvement in a church, such as leading a Bible study?

[image: image194.png]


tucrew1011:  Do you offer on campus housing for couples?
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EmilyAdmit: purvaupasek: we encourage you to attend one of our events world-wide this fall, http://mitsloan.mit.edu/academic/events.php, where you can speak with current students and alumni.  In an upcoming chat we will also have current students helping to answer questions.
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vkontos: 
I have been working in a family companythe last 6 years since I graduated. Should I just ask a top client for a reccomendation ?
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tanu.aggarwal: Do your considerations decline for the people already having an mba ? (I am an mba from india) 

[image: image198.png]


purvaupasak: Thanks Emily. Can you tell me which chat that would be? I plan to attend one of the bay area events.
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Rebecca Cooper: Will we be able to get a transcript of this chat?
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tushar84: In connection to world-wide admissions events, are there plans to visit India this year? I could not find India in the list of places currently posted on the website.
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Sara Jacobsen: 
vipc25491: we weigh all of your experiences equally
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slau82ac85: 
Sara/ Emily, is there any way to confirm that our GMAT score has been received by your school?
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EmilyAdmit: round1: you do not have to include this information on your application, but it can only help us to know if you also have a spouse applying.  This way we'll know you'll both come together!
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SSubramanianfb8aa6: are candidates filtered based on lopsided Quantitative / Verbal scores in the GMAT (regardless of high GPA in college mathematical courses)?
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purvaupasak: Emily, another question I have is regarding the TOEFL scores. I completed my undergraduate degree in India from an English speaking school but attended University of Southern California for my MS. Would I still need to give TOEFL?
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Sara Jacobsen: tucrew1011: ye we offer oncampus housing for admitted students and their significant others.
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EmilyAdmit: vip: yes you can do G-Lab or any other lab if you're in the track.  G Lab travel is one month, but many other labs only include a 1-2 weeks of travel.
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bplotzkereb0328: in talking to MBA graduates from different schools, many adovcated a campus visit as a quasi requisite of admissions, will attending the event in my respective city suffice, do you "have to visit campus" for acceptance?
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rjelinek: Approximately how many students have children?
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81Rich: When it comes to getting an internship, does the career service provide a lot of help or is it basically up to you?
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Sara Jacobsen: sdurhangt: if you feel your experiences can speak to your leadership abilities than you are more than welcome to include them in your application.
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SloanBiotech2010: Do you require transcripts from all classes taken (including summer classes at a different undergrad)?
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EmilyAdmit: purvau: please look at the list of electives found in this mini-brochure here: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/careersintoaction.php
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purvaupasak: Thanks Emily.
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EmilyAdmit: vkontos yes please ask a client, anyone who can speak to your abilities and strengths is appropriate
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tucrew1011: Does the on campus housing allow a cat or dog
?
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EmilyAdmit: 
tanu: we have had successful candidates in the past who already had MBAs from other institutions, it's not seen as a bad sign
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EmilyAdmit: purvau: we are not sure yet, we're waiting for the students to volunteer with chats!  They're busy with the core 
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Sara Jacobsen: Rebecca Cooper: this transcipt will not be posted online, but we use it to modify our FAQ's on the admisssions page, so that is a great way to learn more about common questions.
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EmilyAdmit: 
tushar: unfortunately this year we are not traveling to India to recruit.  Perhaps next year.
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Sara Jacobsen: We do nto confirm that GMAT scores have been received.
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EmilyAdmit: ssubramanian: we do not rule you out based on a low quant or verbal score, but successful candidates typically have strong scores in both parts.
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EmilyAdmit: purvau: we do not require the TOEFL score.
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vkontos: 
If I want to attend an event or campus or just visit campus how do i organize it. I live in Cyprus and I am currently working so I really must plan ahead...
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round1applicant: I will be sitting for my GMAT exam on Oct. 15. I doubt I will have my AWA scores by the 26th, but can I still submit my application as long as I designate to have my scores sent to MIT Sloan? I will definitely have my verbal and quantitative though

[image: image226.png]


purvaupasak: Thanks Emily.
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EmilyAdmit: Brett: we do not require a campus visit, and we will not penalize you for not visiting.  It can only help you get a better feel for the school and the students before applying, but it is not required.
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ankateif: vkontos: mporeis na mou dwseis to email sou? 
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Sara Jacobsen: rjelinek:  There are many students who join the program who have students, we do not have specific numbers or percentages on this.
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SHongf3e941: seems like from the employment report, the majority of jobs are in consulting, finance, and high tech - for students looking outside of those industries, would you say they normally go through on campus recruiting or through outside resources to get their post mba jobs?

[image: image231.png]


SSubramanianfb8aa6: thanks Emily.
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vkontos: sure. v.kontos@astragroup.com.cy
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EmilyAdmit: 81rich: our career development office is extremely helpful in matching recruiters with students here.  We have our own career office here at MIT Sloan dedicated to finding you internships and jobs!
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shegun123: Hi, I wanted to find out about your inclusion policy for gay and lesbian students. Will stating this information affect my application adversely?
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EmilyAdmit: sloanbiotech: you do not need to submit transcripts for courses taken elsewhere, just institutions from which you've received degrees.
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shegun123: Also, in terms of financial aid, regardless of possible loans and scholarships, is there a minimum amount that applicants are expected to have saved prior to starting at Sloan?
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SloanBiotech2010: thanks. 
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PSaboia234d45: You gave us an 80% range for GMAT scores. Would you be able to give us a narrower (say, 50%) range?
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EmilyAdmit: tucrew: i think they have a no pets policy due to allergies, you'd have to check dorm by dorm
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tanu.aggarwal: do you retain the data for previous year applications or start afresh each year ? if the goals have changed with the second application, does it make a difference ? Also, do you think the cover letter should only be a prelude to the information we give or details (like goals, education, scores etc.) be included there as well? 
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EmilyAdmit: round1: please send us your unofficial GMAT scores asap, as long as it's within a week or two of the deadline you should be ok.
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Sara Jacobsen: vkontos: If you would like to attend an event you can register on our website: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/visit.php
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ldonchak: Concerning the interview request -- what qualities would a candidate have that would lead them to be tapped for an interview?  
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round1applicant: My unofficial ones include the AWA? Because I will have the V and Q scores on the 15th
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EmilyAdmit: shong: many students use both the Career Dev Office (for non-traditional paths) and we've also heard that faculty and alumni can be quite useful.  We do everything we can here to help you succeed.
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vipc90f09: is it mandatory to take the GMAT or does it depend on the work experience?
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shegun123: On a 5 point (GPA) what's the minimum GPA required for admission?
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vkontos: 
ankateif: email me bro and we can help each other if possible
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Sara Jacobsen: PSaboia234d45: We only have an 80 percent range at this time
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EmilyAdmit: shegun: we have a strong and supportive LGBT community here.  They hold events for the club, for the community, for partners, etc!  If you'd like a specific contact person you can email me emilyh@mit.edu.  including this on your application will not penalize you in any way.
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SHongf3e941: on gmat scores, do you have a range or average score of all applicants?
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shegun123: Also, if the grades are the same as the British education system, what are minimum requirements for admission? 1st class? 2:1? 2:2?
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SSubramanianfb8aa6: I'm curious to see what trends you have seen in job placement for candidates with prior experience in the ibanking / hedge fund space?
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csoydan: Hi I was wondering what is the % of applicants in Sloan applicants pool submitting their GRE scores instead of the GMAT? About what % been admitted in the class ration ? 
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susanplindahl: I worked for a Congressman for six years and he has offered to write one of my recs.  I am concerned a letter from a politician could be received poorly  is this true?
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shegun123: Thanks Emily
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SSubramanianfb8aa6: * to know rather
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EmilyAdmit: shegun: regarding savings, our deposit required before the summer is $3000.00, and every student is guaranteed funding for the entire two years in the form of loans.
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EmilyAdmit: tanu: we hope if you submit a reapplication that it will be different!  We're looking for different examples, different recommenders, etc.  We do still have your original application.
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Sara Jacobsen: vipc9Of09: either the GMAT is not mandatory, we also except the GRE.  At least one of them needs to be taken.
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EmilyAdmit: tanu: the cover letter should specifically address a goal you achieved.
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shegun123: Thanks! Is it possible to pay the $3000 out of the loans or does that have to be paid prior to applying for the loans?
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Sara Jacobsen: shegun123: there is no minimum GPA required
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EmilyAdmit: ldonchak: we interview the top 18% of applicants each year, so this subgroup is the best of the pool in terms of leadership, academic excellence, working with others, etc.
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tanu.aggarwal: thanks emily 
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ldonchak: Thanks Emily
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vkontos: If I get one of the two reccomendations from people I interact with outside work (community for example or politics) is this ok. Naturally it will be for a goal I have achieved, but it wont be from my professional environment.
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Sara Jacobsen: Shongf3e941: the average GMAT score is 710
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EmilyAdmit: 
shegun: we don't have any minimum grades, scores, etc, regardless of where you went to undergrad.

[image: image270.png]


csoydan: Also, I was wondering what is the % of students that are having entrepreneurship or family business background in the Sloan recent classes ?
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shegun123: Thanks! ALso, in terms of work experience, will having post graduation work experience with Pricewaterhouse Coopers and Goldman Sachs be seen as an advantage in my application or will this not contribute much to the application?
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SloanBiotech2010: Emily or Sara
, is it a must to have different recommenders as a reapplicant?  Wouldn't an updated letter be sufficient if it can articulate my strengths? I'm worried about asking new people who do not know me well just to get a new letter.   
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EmilyAdmit: ssubramanian: please see the employment report data above (Sara posted the link), it really gets into specifics in terms of students' backgrounds pre-Sloan, after sloan jobs, etc.
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Sara Jacobsen: csoydan: at this time we do nto have any statistics on the GRE (we just began accepting the GRE a couple of years ago so there is not enough data)

[image: image275.png]


csoydan: Thanks Sara!
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EmilyAdmit: susan: we encourage you to submit the letter of recommodatio from the congressman if he knows you well and can speak to your specific strengths.  It will only be seen as a negative if it's obvious that he doesnt know you well.
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EmilyAdmit: shegun: you are required to pay the $3000 in any way you can!
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slau82ac85: 
Emily/Sara - what key attributes do you value most in applicants? leadership, intellectual capacity?
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shegun123: In addition to loans, how easy is it, once admitted to obtain other sources of finance such as scholarships, grants or fellowships?
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EmilyAdmit: vkontos: this is ok in terms of your recommenders, just make sure they can speak to specific achievements.
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EmilyAdmit: scoydan: please see the employment report (link above) for the stat on entrepreneurship, I'm not sure off-hand what percent of those admitted come from their own ventures.
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EmilyAdmit: shegun:  all experiences will count, so please include your PWC and GS experience
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csoydan: Thanks Emily
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EmilyAdmit: sloanbiotech: if the recommender can submit a completely new letter then that's fine, we're just looking for more info, so that's why we require a different recommender
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SHongf3e941: thank you emily and sara for your time today
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shegun123: Also, is it absolutely compulsory that one of your reccomenders be a recent supervisor? I ask because in the case of an internship that lasts just a few weeks, I don't feel like the supervisors will neccessary be as strong a judge of your characters as say a professor who you have worked with for over a year... Is this a misconception on my part?
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EmilyAdmit: slau: yes, all of those qualities!  we look for applicants who are strong in academics, work experience, teams, etc.
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Sara Jacobsen: shegun123: there are both teaching and research assitantships available starting your second semester.
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SloanBiotech2010: ok, thanks Emily
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shegun123: And thank you so much everyone for your answers!!! I really appreciate them!
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PSaboia234d45: Emily and Sara, thanks so much for your time.
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PSaboia234d45: And Jen! Thank you.
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EmilyAdmit: shegun: the recommendations do not have to be from a supervisor.  Ideally they would be, but if your professors know you better in a professional way then that would be fine too.
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EmilyAdmit: thank you all for your great questions! 
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slau82ac85: 
Thanks. How introspective do you expect the essays to be? is it a balance between the 'what' and the 'why'. or do you guys prefer to hear more about one vs the other
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Sara Jacobsen: Thank you for joining us!
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EmilyAdmit: if you think of more, don't hesitate to email mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu

Chat Room 3
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farhan82: What was the median GMAT score (also quantitative/verbal individually) for the incoming class this year?
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Jen: gane: the saluatation/header/closing do not count toward the 500 words.
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CWangff7465: Hi Jen, this is Kelly from Toronto.... in your opinion, what would be the attributes in a student that value high in Sloan admission office?
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Jen: sloanbiotech: i advise you to get new letters.  we'll also consider your old letters in teh review of your new application.
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Jen: farhan: the stats for our class can be found online at: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/experience/profile.php  and employment stats are at: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/career/emp-report.php
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ayalaman:  Jen: What are the different backgrounds (distribution) of students applying to LGO program? 
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jcanto: Good afternoon Jen and Sara. Do you take in to account at all other family members which are alumns?
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Jen: beck: we do not look down upon entrepreneurial experience. these unique experiences are often the ones you learn the most from.  
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CWangff7465: 

For one self-employeed, recommendation letters from her clients ok? Or do you want to trieve back to older jobs for a supervisor opinion?
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angela.ferrante: Jen- Any advice for integrating into my application the experiences I've had as a non-student with the MIT community?
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Jen: dhale: no difference to us.  we will consider gmat and gre the same
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SloanBiotech2010: 

Thanks Jen.  But wouldn't most of the info in the new letters presumably be the same as the info in the previous letters? 
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kimigtsc:  Hi. I am from Australia. Australian grading system is very different from the one in the US. In many countries, the highest grade is equivalent to "A" in the US. But in Australia, the highest grade is "high distinction", which is more like "A+". Only about 3-5% people in the class get "high distinction". Is MIT familiar with the grading system in Australia?
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farhan82: Thanks Jen.
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Jen: baby: we only need transcripts from the schools you received a degree from.  you should report your GPA as it reads based on each degree you received.  you should not re-caclulate anything.  
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evliloe001: 

Jen, thanks for your previous answer. Regarding recommendations: can both letters come from professionals at the same firm? Or, alternatively, can one letter stem from a peer / somebody whom I have known through sports and leisure time?
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ganeshkumar1984: Thanks Jen!  Can you clarify the resume constraints?  The instructions say one page, 50 lines.  My resume is one page, but 59 lines (including name, contact info, etc.). Is that acceptable?
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Jen: beck: yes, we agree :)  we're trying.
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babyif19: Thanks, Jen
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beckhaut: Jen: haha! Even though MIT no longer has the BEP program, does MIT have a way to foster employment in the energy or pharmaceutical industries? If so, how does it compare to other higher end B-schools?

[image: image318.png]


farhan82: Is there an advantage to applying in Round 1 than Round 2?
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Jen: amass: is O&G oil and gas?  i encourage you to look at the employment report stats.
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guptaneeru: I am a Software Engineer with 6 years experience. Want to know what are my prospects afters MBA to go into higher management both in IT or Non IT industry. Will my previous experience be void if I chose a non IT industry?
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kunoflo: Hi Jen, when reading a re-applicant's application, do you go back and compare the application from the year before in its whole (resume, essays, recommendations)? Thanks!
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Jen: farhan: check our class profile http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/experience/profile.php
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HershK0129: Thank you, Jen.  I have one more question - Does MIT Sloan encourage students who have started their own business prior to enrollment to take advantage of MIT's resources to further develop their venture during the MBA program? 
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Jen: cwang: we are looking for smart, motivated students who are willing to try new things, and who are really nice!
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Jen: ayal: you should post your question in the LGO room :-)
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Jen: jcanto: we do consider if you have family members taht are alums.  there's a question in the app to identify this.
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jcanto: Thank you. 
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Jen: cwang: clients are okay.  also an older supervisor would be good too
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CWangff7465: I see, thanks Jen, does GPA 3.45 sound ok? MIT people seem all super intelligent to us, donno if this score sounds ok 
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Jen: angela: either the cover letter or supplemental essay
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CHill0b2670: Does Sloan care at all about leadership in college sports or only leadership in both work and community activities?
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Jen: sloan: not if you ask new poeple.
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Jen: kimigtsc: we are familiar with the grading policies from all of the different countries.  you dont need to recalculate anything, please just report as is.
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ldonchak: @Jen - Thanks for answering all of our questions.  Is there anything specific the admit committee is looking for in cover letter?
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angela.ferrante: Thanks.
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guptaneeru: Jen: Please let me know, will an MBA degree help me in switching career from IT to higher management role. 
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Jen: evil: we prefer professional references, from supervisors (not peers).  but it's your call.  if you feel someone you've worked with in an outside organization is a good choice, that's fine too
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hempraveen: Hi Jen, would the age of an applicant be a huge factor applying to full-time? I am 31, but I don't want to miss out on the experience by going to a part-time program. MBA experience is only a once in a life-time opportunity.
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bzhai:  Hello from TX! I have a question on LGO recommendation. It needs three letters. I know two probably will come from work. Would the third be from a peer or a previous professor?
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Jen: gane: yes
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Jen: beck: yes of course!  we have strong relationships with biotechs/pharma/healthcare companies.  many students here are interested in pursuing careers in this industry
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Jen: farhan: typically we see 1/3 of apps in round 1 and 2/3 of apps in round 2.  and we admit 50% of the class in each round.
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Jen: guptan: no, your previous experience no matter the industry is always valuable in your post mba career search
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Jen: kunoflo: yes we look at both the old and new app
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ganeshkumar1984: One last question: with regards to the resume, it says that it should be in business resume format. Does a business resume format include extracurriculars and interests?
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kunoflo: thanks! :)
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ldonchak: Jen:  How much emphasis is placed on undergraduate success?  Is it weighted differently depending on the amount of work experience an applicant has?
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beckhaut: What is the likelihood that I could get in with a 660 on the GMAT? Should I take it again before applying?
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Jen: hersh: some students have done this but it is not required.  
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CWangff7465: Jen, so regarding the quants, you have limits on each round, rather than good-to-fill, first come first serve? So round 2 would have equal opportunity as competing against that pool, rather than accumulated students starting from round 1?
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SloanBiotech2010: Thanks Jen, I thought the most important aspect of finding a recommender is asking someone that knows your ability and performance the best?  Would you recommend that I ask a new recommender even though my direct superviser, who recommended me last year, knows me the best?
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Jen: cwang: our avg. gpa is 3.5 i'd say 3.45 is great!
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Jen: chill: we care about all of your leadership experiences
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ayalaman: Jen: Can you please provide some statistics on the acceptance rate , like number of people applied vs accepted?
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CHill0b2670: Does Sloan give any sort of advantage or disadvantage to students who studied tougher majors (such as engineering) ?
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HershK0129: Thanks, Jen.
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ldonchak: @Chill good question!
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Jen: ldon: the cover letter is a place for you to summarize your past experiences and also answer the question about an impact in the instructions
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sdurhamgt: 

or tougher schools (Georgia Tech)?
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Jen: guptaneer: yes, this is a common path
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tanu.aggarwal: If the gpa in a certail college is not normalised , the applicant might have a lower gpa .. as in my case, i have a gpa of 3.25 , will it be considered negatively ?
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ganeshkumar1984: Sorry Jen, one more question! Thanks for answering so many so far. :) With regards to supplemental information, what information would be acceptable? (low GPA, transfer courses from another college, etc.)?
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Jen: hemp: no, we consider all applicants regardless of age!  and you're still young... 31 is nothing!
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ALeea19e29: Hi Jen, I just started a new job in August.  I was wondering whether it would be ok to include two recent recommendations from my previous employer (up-to-date as of July) instead of one from my current employer, who I do not believe knows me well enough yet to write me a strong letter of reference
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ALeea19e29: (This would be for a Round 1 application)
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Jen: bzhai: i believe they ask for one technical reference.  but you should ask this specifically in the LGO room :)
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hempraveen: :) Thanks Jen... you just made my day!
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guptaneeru: Thanks Jen. Will my IT experience  help me in getting to MIT solan. Have heard IT experience is not given equal value unless it involves client intraction.
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dberlin:  Jen - in speaking with alumni and doing a bit of research, it seems that the lion's share of Wall Street recruiting is done for investment banking positions.  do the financial services firms also recruit for positions on the markets side - sales and trading for instance?  Do you have any recruiting data that you can share on this point?  Thanks...Dan
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Jen: gane: yes
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Jen: idon: yes, we are most concerned with your past 3 years of experience.  but if you had significant accomplishments further back than that, we are still interested in seeing htem, on your resume. 
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guochuan:  how is the recruiting environment, particularly for finance? are you guys seeing people going to smaller firms, etc?
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poojagarg: 

Hi Jen I had a question regarding transcripts.  Are transcripts required from each university one has attended, even if grades from that university have not contributed in any way to the undergraduate degree
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evliloe001: Jen, thank you. I am also wondering: my undergraduate did not finish with a bachelor's degree . instead there was a seamless transition, based on academic performance, to the master's degree (that's the traditional french system). How should I fill in the application form / undergrad section, having no real undergrad degree?
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Jen: bechk: a 660 is on the low end of our 80% range.  but if the other parts of your application are very strong (academic experience and work experience) gmat score could be balanced out with that.
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beckhaut: Thanks
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Jen: cwang: we dont have any quotas or limits.  we take the strongest people who apply in each round.
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ldonchak: Jen - to add on to Guochuan's question - can you provide any info on recruiting from large IT firms?  Also, do graduates often go on to start their own firms after graduating? 
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Jen: sloanbiotech, this is your call.  you have to use your best judgement
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Jen: ayal: last year we had about 4800 applicants, and accepted about 10% for a class size of 350 mbas
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SloanBiotech2010: OK, thanks Jen.  I appreciate your advice.
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evliloe001: Jen, sorry for this second question. What do you mean in your reply to bechk with "our 80% range"? Thanks
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Jen: chill, yes we consider both your gpa and what you studied
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ankateif: If someone has 3 degrees undergrad MSc and PhD how can he fill them on the online application?
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Jen: tanu, we look at the specifics of everyone's situation (school attended, courses taken, GPA)
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tanu.aggarwal: great, thanks ! 
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Jen: gane: yes all of that is fine.
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Jen: alee: yes that is fine
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esmoses:  Hello Jen, Where would be the best place to call out interests in specific tracks
.  For example with the Sustainability Track
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beckhaut: If I graduated with a 3.7 in Neuroscience at an upper end school and have 5 years entrepreneurial experience in the renewable energy industry and 2 years management in another industry, would it make up for my worthless GMAT score of 660?
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adadakis: Hi Jen.  Is there an average length of time from submitting the application to hearing if you received an interview?  Thanks so much!
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Jen: gupt: IT Experience is considered the same as other types of experience.  there's no +/- for IT specific experience
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CHill0b2670: Thank you so much. Last question: Is your gmat score weighted more than your GPA since the gmat represent who you ARE rather than you who you WERE (gpa: 2.9, gmat 750)
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varunoberoi: Jen, my undergrad college GPA was nothing to write home about (2.6). is it possible that the fact that i had an extremely difficult double major of computer science and applied mathematics, was the captain of the tennis team and led them to turning around losing seasons to winning seasons, working two jobs to be able to finance my education be able to offset that blemish. i also have a 720 on my GMAT and have very good work experience. thanks
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CWangff7465: Jen: would round 1 have stronger students than 2, 3? I heard that typitally round3 not many students get accepted any more, as 1 & 2 good students take up most of the spac. So timing is kind important, appy as early as possible?
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Jen: dberlin: yes we do see financial services firms recruiting for other positions.  sales and trading is not as common, but still an option. 
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hempraveen: What would be the best time to arrange for a campus visit... Nov/Dec? 
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ankateif: Jen: If someone has 3 degrees undergrad MSc and PhD how can he fill them on the online application?
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dberlin: Thank you.  
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ganeshkumar1984: Thanks Jen!

[image: image401.png]


Jen: guoch: recruiting is great!  we had a successful year and many of our students found positions at both large and small financial institutions
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Jen: poojag: we only require transcripts from the schools you've received degrees from
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babyif19: hi Jen - what is the policy on deferment - if accepted, any chance to enter 2012 instead of 2011?
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guptaneeru: Jen: At what level companies recruit candidates after MBA? 
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SloanBiotech2010: 

To Jen, during the info session on Monday, you mentioned that essays are read together, thus they should stand on their own without info from other parts of the application.  My question: Is the cover letter read with the essays, with the resume, or on its own?
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poojagarg: Thanks Jen!
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Jen: evil: just complete the application form based on the academic course work you do have.  basically you'll just need to upload a scanned copy of yoru transcript

[image: image408.png]


evliloe001: thank you!
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hempraveen: @gupta - you can find the information here - http://mitsloan.mit.edu/corporate/recruiting.php
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babyif19: Also if i took technical training or management classes via work, where should that be mentioned 
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guptaneeru: thanks hempraveen
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Jen: ldon: we do see some students go on to start their own companies, but not as many as you might expect.  the typical path for entrepreneurs is to work for someone else first, then start a company later (or at the same time)
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hempraveen: @gupta - you can download the report - http://mitsloan.mit.edu/cdo/employmentreports.php

[image: image414.png]


ankateif: How important is the age of the applicant in the evaluation of his application? 
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Jen: evil: if you review our class profile data, you'll see the gmat range we post represents the middle 80% of the class: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/experience/profile.php
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Jen: anka: there's space to upload information from all of your degrees.  

[image: image417.png]


erodriguez7: Hi, I'd like to learn a bit more about Sloan and government. I'm really interested in public-private partnerships and most of my work experience is in government, does MIT have thoughts about folks from the public sector?
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Jen: esmoses: cover letter
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esmoses: Thank you Jen
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kimigtsc: Thanks for answering my question, Jen. How important is the length of undergraduate study? My undergraduate study is only 3 years. 
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aw1901: Jen, I am a bioengineer interested in transitioning into the business world. One of my recommenders is my current supervisor at a startup I am working at. Previous to that, I was working in a lab to complete my thesis in a engineering graduate program. Would it be a problem if I asked my thesis adviser to write my second recommendation? My grad school experience does a great job of highlighting my management potential due to my role in mentoring younger students and managing the lab.
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Jen: beck: i did not say your 660 was worthless.  and from this very brief description it is not possible for me to say either way
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CHill0b2670: @varunoberoi: I feel you, tough majors at a tough school with solid extracurriculars...but the experience adds to your character
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ankateif: Thanks Jen!
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beckhaut: thanks! I was just messing around. ;)
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varunoberoi: @CHill, i know, it feels weird when people ask if there 3.4 GPAs are good enough :)
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Jen: adad: yes.  if you apply in R1 you'll start to hear about interview invites in December (intv's will take place in Dec/Jan) and in R2 intv's happen in march
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fsaeteurn: I'm interested in pursuing the entrepreneurship route, and looking to start or join a tech start-up.  How does the MBA program at MIT compare to one from Stanford?  Advantages / disadvantages?
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adadakis: thx!
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Jen: chill: there are all weighted the same. 
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evliloe001: Jen, you don't have statistics for GRE scores of successful applicants yet , do you? Thank you.
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Jen: varun; gpa is just one small part of your application.  we consider everything as a whole (and there are no knock out factors).  so although it's lower than we'd like to see, sounds like you have good reason for it.
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AKoshe2dba4f:  Jen, could you please let me know about the MBA program for Information technology Management..
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wchu9437: 

Hi Jen or Sara - hope all is well.  Would you mind discussing how you rate, by importance, for candidates with over ten years of experience?  I recognize that backgrounds and GMAT do vary, as do the undergraduate experience and extracurriculars, where appropriate.  Your insight would be much appreciated.  I am debating between the eMBA and the traditional MBA program. 
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Jen: cwang: we only have 2 rounds (no round 3 here).  that said, we see a very strong pool in both R1 and R2.
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CWangff7465: Thanks Jen, i got it!
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varunoberoi: thanks jen, that makes me feel better
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adadakis: I saw that 700+ interviews are granted. Do you release what % of interviewees are admitted?
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CHill0b2670: @varunoberoi: at least we can always ask if our 720+ gmats are good enough ;)
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CHill0b2670: Thank you so much Jen. enjoy you week
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Jen: hemp: register to attend the ambassador program (visitor program on campus) it runs 2x a day mon- thur, thru december. http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/admissions/visit.php
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ankateif: How many interviews do you grant. Is it the same number for both rounds?
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Jen: baby: we do not offer deferrals. please apply in the year you plan to attend.
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Jen: gupt: this depends on your prior experiences.  you should review the employment report for more data: http://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/career/emp-report.php
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Jen: sloan: everything is read together, but not necessarily in the order you might expect.  thus we should be abel to understand everything without having to refer to anything else
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varunoberoi: 

good one CHill
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Jen: baby: you can include that in the supplemental section or on your resume
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Jen: ankat: age doenst matter.  what matters is the experiences you've had thus far and how well you are able to demonstrate evidence to the questions we are asking
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babyif19: Thanks, Jen! 
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ankateif: Does the director give all the applications do the admission team to read them?
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Jen: erod: yes we have lots of students in terested in workin gin the public sector.  there are also a number of students in joint degree program with Harvard Kennedy school.
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jeegs6up: In line with Varun and Chill: Can a very high grad GPA help mask a mediocre undergrad GPA (both from very good engineering schools)
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Jen: kimig: we understand length of undergrad study varies from country to country.  all that matters is that you have an undergraduate degree
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Jen: aw1901, that sounds great.  you're the best judge of who can write you rletters
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aw1901: Thanks!
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Jen: fsaeteurn: i dont know the specifics of stanford's program so i can't ocmpare the two.  but we do have a strong E&I track, and i encourage you to learn more online at: http://entrepreneurship.mit.edu/ei
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ganeshkumar1984: Are students required to pick a track?  What if the student is interested in both E&I and Finance?
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evliloe001: 

Jen, I would like to talk with a Sloanie in person, however I do not know any alumns/ current students, nor am I able to fly in for a visit. Is there a possibility to get in touch over phone or email with current students? 
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Jen: evil: since we have such a small # of apps who use the GRE, we do not post stats, because they are too small to pull from.  but typically we see scores in the 80th percentiles
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ankateif: I RSVPed for last Monday's event but couldnt attend will that count in any way against my application?
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varunoberoi: 

Are there loan consdierations for international students or are they required to have a US co signor as well?
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jinmei324: same question  as Varunoberoi
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Jen: wchu: we evaluate applicants the same, despite the years of experience they have.  we are looking for evidence of specific competencies in our evaluation process. these competencies can be demonstrated in many ways, and from both applicants with no experience and those with 10+ years.
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babyif19: Hi Jen - are those emails identifying a person as a strong candidate for Sloan solely based on the GMAT scores or was it a better sign than " hey you did well on your GMAT, welcome to apply"
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Jen: adad: we usually interview about 16-20% percent of the applicants, and admit about 50-60% of who we interview.   each year this varies a little bit.  but generally these stats fit
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edwardhwang:  Apologies if this has been asked.  I just joined the chat.  How are interviews conducted?  Admissions officers, alumni, students?  Blind? (resume only)
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kimigtsc: Thank you Jen. What type of class is considered rigorous? Are classes with a median grade of B+ or A- considered rigorous? I spent one year in the US as an exchange student. Even though my GPA was fine, the median grade of a lot of my classes was B+ or A- since professors were nice to everyone.
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adadakis: Great, thanks so much - extremely helpful!
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shakes82: Jen can you please tell me about scholarships available for international students?
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ankateif: If my recommender is an MD and from abroad and has no idea about B-School applications how will you evaluate his recommendation?
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digarnick: Hi Jen!   Do you know if the Sloan Fellows program offers a Masters in Economics or does it just offer an MBA for experienced students?   http://mitsloan.mit.edu/fellows/
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Jen: ankat: yes, the director reviews all the applicants along with at least one additional member of the adcom

[image: image473.png]


csoydan: Hi Jen - I was wondering what is the % of students that are coming from entrepreneurship or family business background in the Sloan recent classes ?
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ALeea19e29: Hi Jen, I would like to know more about social entrepreneurship opportunities at Sloan - is there a way to get in touch with someone at Sloan (either current student or alumni) who is has pursued this career path/is interested in pursuing this career path?
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Jen: jeeg: high graduate gpas are evidence of academic potential, but they do not replace ug gpas
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kunoflo: @shakes82 there is Forte (if you are a woman) and another one dedicated to UK citizens. You find the info in the application
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Jen: gane: no, students do not need to be in a track, in fact most are not
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Jen: evil: the best way to reach current stuents is thru the club websites.  
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shakes82: I am neither a woman nor a UK citizen

[image: image480.png]


shakes82: Jen scholarships??
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bushi07:  Hey 
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Jen: varun: we do have loans for int'l students that do not require a US co-signer
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erodriguez7: 

Thanks, Jen! I'm actually looking to do the joint degree with the Kennedy School, but I'm unsure about the admissions process at each school exactly. For example, the Kennedy School application seems to focus on leadership, work experience in the public sector, and community service--all of which have been my background. If someone is applying to the joint degree at a B-School (like Sloan) how are they typically viewed? I don't have a business background, but I have deep interest in things like budgets (California's is over two months late!)... 
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AKoshe2dba4f: MIT does have any program related to Information Management or related to IT.. which we can pursue or any joint degree of any other college for the same program?
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Jen: baby; they are based on gmat/gre scores
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Jen: edward; interviews are by invite only and are done only by adcom members - all professional staff, no students or alums.
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CWangff7465: Hi Jen, if to apply for round 1, but i will take GMAT after the deadline, can I specify the date of the score, but it may have to be delivered after the deadline to school?
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Jen: alee: yes, best way is thru the Net Impact website Student club
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ALeea19e29: Thank you for your answers and time!
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bushi07: 

Jen, I got my asscoiate degree in Ivory coast, work for 3 years as accountant and move to the US. I am finishing my bachelor right now and plan on going to Grad school. Do you think I can apply for the MIT MBA?
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csoydan: Jen - Are there any chance that international students that cannot make all the way to Boston, may be interview on the phone by adcom members or in somewhere overseas, anywhere in Europe for instance..?
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Jen: there are lots of scholarships offered.  and all are eligible, both domestic and int'l applicants (men and women).  some are specific populations (liek you've referred to above) others are open to the strongest applicants, no matter their background. 
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Jen: csoy, we go to hub cities around the world to conduct the interviewes.
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Jen: thanks everyone for your questions today.  it was great chatting with you!!!!
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csoydan: Thanks a lot once again Jen for your answers!
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evliloe001: thank you!

[image: image497.png]


davis.plowden: 

Thanks Jen!
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kunoflo: thanks Jen!
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ldonchak: Thank you!
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jinmei324: thanks 
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guptaneeru: Thanks Jen
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hempraveen: Thank you.

