Sentence Correction

Note: You are looking for the BEST ANSWER and not the perfect answer. Pick the answer that is superior to all the other answer choices whether or not you agree with the layout or diction.

Sentences will not always only have one error. They will mostly have two errors, so read all the answers carefully.

Three main areas of language proficiency:

1. Grammar- in every sentence there is a grammatical error that needs to be resolved.

2. Conciseness- Sentences must express the complete idea in a few words. This may not always mean the shortest sentence. It could be the one that is long but detailed free of redundant words

3. Correct diction- some questions will assess diction usage which is your choice of an appropriate word or words. Word must be meaningful to the context

Basic Grammar

Noun- is a part of speech that names a person place or thing
· Common noun- names common things such as Cat, Governor, High school (a basic identifier.
· Proper Noun- Name specific people, place or things and are capitalized. Ex. Fido, Governor Fedell Kelly

· Count nouns- these can be counted example, one pen, two dogs
· Non count Nouns- can not be counted example, gravity, grass, wood ( you can not say grass’s; these are things that can be measured)
· Collective nouns- these are singular Count Nouns that identify a Group example faculty, choir, committee, audience
Pronoun- is a person place or thing that replaces a noun example He, she, It, they, their.
The word that a pronoun replaces is called an Antecedent.

Types of Pronouns>:

1. Personal pronouns- these refer to a specific person or thing such as: she, it, they

2. Demonstrative pronoun- They point to a noun that is nearby in time or space

· Example: This, That, These, Those

3. Interrogative Pronouns- this type of pronoun asks questions.

· Example: Who, Whom, Which, What

4. Relative Pronouns- They relate. They connect a phrase to an antecedent.

· Example: Who, Whom, Which, That

5. Indefinite Pronouns- These refer to a person or thing that is identified, but not specifically. Example: Everybody, few, each, somebody, anything
6. Reflexive Pronouns- These pronouns reflect back onto the noun. 

· Example: Myself, itself, ourselves.

7. Intensive Pronouns- These emphasize the antecedent. They take the exact same form as reflexive pronouns but they follow the noun more closely. Example: I myself would prefer to eat now. (Look at how close myself is to “I”)

i. The office manager herself said………

Verbs- a word that shows action
1. Sentences must hold at least one verb. Example- I went to eat
2. Verbals: One type of verbal is an infinitive which attaches the word “TO” to the verb. Example- To eat, To drink. These are therefore nouns.
Prepositions

Prepositions –words used to link a noun or pronoun to other words

Prepositions never occur alone and are always in prepositional phrases as they begin with a preposition and end with a noun. They describe time (at, by, during) place ( above, on, within) and movement( to, towards).
Adjectives- A word that describes, or modifies a noun or a pronoun. 



Example- The choppy water caused the small boat to turn over.

Adverbs- words that modifies a verb. They end with a (y) or (ly)


Example: Jamie ran quite slowly up the field.

Conjunction- a word which links words or phrases

· Coordinating conjunction are used to join nouns, pronouns, verbs, prepositional phrases and adjectives. Types are – and, but, or, yet, for, nor, so. What they do is also join sentences. Example: Coke or pepsi. Rock and roll.

· Correlative conjunction- Examples (either..or, Netiher..nor, Not only..but also, whether..or, as..as,not…but,both…and)



I can either take the bus or drive my car.
Parts of speech

Subject and Predicate:
Subject is the part of the sentence that performs the Action of the verb in that sentence.

Predicate is the part of the sentence that contains the verb as well as the objects and the phrases controlled by the verb

Compound subject has two nouns or pronouns that perform the same action in the sentence. Example: Elaina and Dean ate food together

Direct and Indirect object

The direct object is often confused for the subject.

Direct object- it is the noun or pronoun in the predicate that receives the action of the verb or feels the effects of the verb. Example: Grant(subject) hit the ball(direct object) out of the park

Indirect object- Is the noun or pronoun in the predicate that is indirectly affected by the verb. 
· Example- Mom (subject) gave me (indirect object) my allowance(direct object). Pg 40.
Phrases:
This is a group of words that do not contain a subject and a verb. It has either or the other, but not both.

Clause

This contains both a subject and a verb

· Independent clause could act as a sentence. Dependant clauses can not stand by themselves.

	Although he was acquitted of embezzlement charges, mike lost his job and his home


	

	         (Dependant clause)                                   (Independent clause)


If a dependant clause appears in a sentence, it will always have an independent clause on which to lean.
Finding the main subject and verb
The Subject is that noun or pronoun that performs the action of the verb. The best approach to finding the main Subject is to find the verb first and see what is affected by it.

*The main verb must be in the independent clause of the sentence, not in the dependant clause.

· The main subject is never in dependant clauses or phrases separated by a comma. It should be in the Independent clause.

Example: Although her grade point average was falling, Chenny’s SAT score rose  

     after taking a preparation course (this is the independent clause).
Do not rewrite the sentence on your note board or pad, as it is a waste of time. Practice mentally eliminating unneeded phrases and clauses in order to find the main subject.

In order to locate an error in the sentence correction section, find the main subject and verb and then test for agreement, tense, and form etc.
Errors Involving VERBS
Subject and Verb agreement:

The subject and its verb must agree with each other. Plural subject with Plural Verb, and vice versa. Many singular verbs end in:‘s’ or ‘es’.

The four types of sentence constructions to confuse you in this area :

· Phrase between the subject and the verb-  a long phrase is inserted between the main subject and verb. Example: The feline leukemia virus (subject), characterized by a loss of appetite, weight loss and poor cat conditions, are (verb. It should be is) rampant among cats.

· The subject follows the verb-  Most sentences in English language are arranged so that the main subject comes before the verb. The GMAT will try to mess you up by putting the verb before the subject. Example: There are (verb) many reasons (subject) for the tax increase. This is considered an expletive construction and they only begin with: (There is),( It is),( Here is) .pg 64 This is an indicator- when you see sentences beginning with those words you know the verb is coming before the subject and that is wrong grammar.
· Compound Subject- These are plural and receive plural verbs. Example: Erin and Kara sing together. Compound subjects on the GMAT will often consist of one singular subject and one plural subject so that either form of the verb is plausible. DO NOT FALL IN THIS TRAP.
Sentences with Each and Every in front of a compound subject must have a singular verb because each and every are singular. Example: Each child, teenager, and adult was wearing a seat belt on the bus.

· Indefinite Pronouns as the subject – A pronoun that does not refer to any one person or thing such as: Someone, Somebody, anyone, everybody.
	Singular
	Plural (more than one thing)
	Both (Either singular or plural- depends on the word affected by the verb

	
	
	

	anybody
	both
	all

	anyone
	few
	any

	each
	many
	more

	either
	several
	most

	everybody
	
	none

	everyone
	
	some

	neither
	
	

	nobody
	
	

	no one
	
	

	somebody
	
	

	someone
	
	


Irregular verbs are any verbs that do not add – ed to create the past form of the verb Example arose or had arisen, take or took, fly or flew.
Always choose the answer choice that uses the active voice while correcting grammatical errors.
Perfect tense:
· Use of Had + the verb- there must be two action (verbs) in a sentence, where one takes place before the other in order to use ‘Had.’ Example: I had walked to the store and back by the time you got off the phone. Can not have the use of HAD twice in a sentence.
· Use of Have or Has + the verb- shows something that has happened in the past that may continue. The choice between have or has depends on the verb form. Example: I have walked to worked for a month.
Shift in VERB TENSE

In a sentence with two events occurring at two different times, it is imperative to use two verb tenses to show the order in which the action takes place as is in sentences where two actions are taking place the same time.
In sentences with two events taking place, evaluate whether the events are simultaneous or separated by time. Then check the verbs to make sure that the tenses convey accuracy.
Sentences with ‘IF’ must have the word ‘were’ following it. The presence of the word If should cause you to look for  a conditional verb


Example: If the botanist was (is) right, the plants, failure to produce buds is caused by something other than the placement of the seeds and the moisture level of the soil.

Errors with Nouns and Pronouns
Noun Agreement:

Nouns must agree in number to the nouns they are referencing. Plural to plural and singular to singular.

1. Example: Bill and Dean believed that if they worked hard enough their dream of becoming a professional skater will be a success. (wrong). It should be skater(s).

Pronouns
Personal Pronouns- you, he, she, it, they. These are related to a particular person or thing.
Indefinite Pronouns- all, everyone, each, somebody and something. They do not refer to any particular thing or person
Three specific pronoun errors:

1. Pronoun and Antecedent agreement:



Pronouns must agree in gender, number, and person with their antecedent. 


Ex. The man lost his wallet. If you find a pronoun in a sentence 



immediately identify the antecedent
Relative Pronouns:
These relate groups of words to another noun or pronoun. Examples are- (who, whom, that, which, whoever, whomever). A clause that begins with a relative pronoun should be placed as close to the noun it is modifying.

When referring to people, use WHO, WHOM, and When referring to a thing use WHICH or THAT. The most common error made is when a pronoun used to refer to a THING is used to refer to a PERSON and vice versa.
· Example: The team who (should be That) I follow just signed a multimillion dollar contract with the best home run hitter.
Know when to use WHO (used when it is doing the action, or change it to HE in your mind) or WHOM (used when having the action done to it or change it to HIM in your mind).

2. Ambiguous and Implied Pronouns:


This is where the reader is left wondering who or what the pronoun is 


referring to. It looks as though it refers to more than one thing. 


Example – Ryan called Seth, he went to visit Katina. (Who does the HE 


refer to). Pg 124
Modifiers
They are recognized by the use of a comma.

There are adverbial modifiers that modify the verb and adjective modifiers that modify a noun or pronoun.
· Dangling modifier: this is where the noun is not mentioned in the sentence structure and therefore has to be placed in next to the modifier phrase. This usually occur in the introductory phrase. Example: Driving to Florida, the dog needed to stop often to pee. It should say ‘we needed to stop often so the dog could pee’ after the comma.
· Misplaced modifier: This occurs in relative clauses that begin with Which or That This is where the modifier is placed in the wrong area of the sentence and has to be placed next to the noun. Example: Yogi Rock, which is a rock on mars, was named after the good old doctor.
· Adverbial modifiers do not have to be positioned nearest the verb it is modifying. It stays where it is. ‘Nearly, Just, Only, Barley’ – are some adverbial modifying words.
Quantifiers:
	Countable Words
	Non countable words (measure)

	
	

	Numbers
	Amount

	Many
	much/more

	Few
	Little/least


The number of –is singular
A number of- is plural

Error’s involving conjunctions
Coordinating Conjunctions
(And,  but,  or,  yet,  for,  no,  so)
Pay close attention to the use of conjunctions like: Neither.. nor, either.. or, not only… but also, not.. but, whether.. or, as… as, both.. and.
The usage of these forms make the subjects singular. Yet, Given that you will have more than one subject, if one of them is plural the way to choose the right verb form is by looking at the subject that comes close to the end part of conjunctions lie either or. The part closest to the ‘or’ dictates the tense of the verb. 

Example: Neither Joe nor his friends are ( it should not be is) going to the beach.


The reason for are is that friends is close to the verb and it is plural.
Subordinating conjunction

These conjunctions connect a dependant clause to an independent clause. Subordination means we have made one of the sentences subordinate to the main clause. The dependent clause can no longer stand on its own
	after
	even if
	than 
	where

	although
	even though
	that
	wherever

	as
	how
	though
	while

	if
	if
	till
	

	as if
	now that
	unless
	

	as though
	provided
	until
	

	because
	since
	when
	

	before
	so that
	whenever
	


Errors with this type of conjunction occur when an inappropriate conjunction is used. It’s all about the relationship these words create between the clauses. Example: I cried although (because) I was sad (Wrong).
Errors in Construction
Comparisons:
Three types of comparison errors are:

· Comparitive degree: This deals with the intensity conveyed by the adjectives or adverbs. When you speak about two things, use the ‘er’ form of the word. When you are speaking about three or more things, use the ‘est’ form of the verb

	one object
	Two Objects
	Three or more objects

	warm
	warmer
	warmest

	dark
	draker
	darkest

	sunny
	more sunny
	most sunny

	wildly
	more wildly
	most wildly


Use More and Most for adverbs. Any descriptive words that end in “Y” must have MORE or MOST  before it.
· Incomplete and Ideological comparisons: Be sure to know the two object compared are alike. You can not compare a truck to a house. 



Example: Like most desks at work, Spence has his laden with 



pictures. (what is compared here, Spence and the desk or Spence’s 


desk and other desks). Correct answer is- Spence’s desk, like most 


desks at work…….
LIKE vs. AS
Like – is used to show similarity and must be followed by a noun. Example: I (subject) look like my sister(noun).

As- is used to show an example or introduce dependant clauses. Example: My dog is very skittish, as you may expect a rescued animal to be.
	Comparison key words

	like

	unlike

	as..as

	greater than

	less than

	shorter than

	more than

	least


Parallel Structure:

Patterns must be visible and matching. The errors with parallel structure may occur with parts of speech: verbs, nouns and adjectives.
Parralel Verbs- if you encounter a GMAT sentence with two verbs separated by a conjunction, check to ensure that the verbs are parallel. Example: I drove the entire trip, but bryan claimed to be more tired.

Parralel Nouns- 
Parallel Prepositions- Prepositions must be used by either all members, or by the first member of the series. Example: You can succeed on the GMAT by reading, by studying, and by taking a class.
Parallel Conjunctions- (either. or, neither… nor) Notice that each word pr phrase after the first conjunction matches the format of the verb or phrase after the second conjunction. Example: We accept either cash or money order
Parallel Comparisons-  You must compare two things or more.
Example: Jim Thorpe, enjoyed playing football more than he ran (should be enjoyed running) track and field, but it was winning the gold medal that did him much pleasure.
Semicolons: (pg187)
This is used to join two closely related independent clauses. Remember an independent clause can stand alone as a sentence.

Example: The night before the SAT, Ken stayed up until midnight; he suspected this was the reason he did poorly on the test.

Never use a semicolon with a dependant clause use a conjunction. Example: : The night before the SAT, Ken stayed up until midnight, WHICH IS WHY HE DID POORLY.

· If you see a semicolon in a question on the GMAT, immediately check that the clause on both sides of the semicolon are independent.
· You can either fix the problem by finding an answer with a Independent clause, or use a subordinating conjunction
· Example:  Despite the fact that it has a duck shaped bill and lays eggs, the    

      platypus is not a bird; rather the most unique mammal in Australia.

  Answers: bird; rather
                
      Bird, but rather (Correct)



      Bird; rather that of



      Bird; it is that of

In this case none of the answer choices had a good semicolon answer so the next   

step is to find one with a subordinating conjunction and there was only one 
answer.
Idioms (pg 191)
If is used for multiple decisions, Whether is used for only two choices to be made.

The choice between Among and Between is always tested. 
· Among is for more that three things compared. Between is for two things compared

More than doubled is preferred to More than twice.
Than by is preferred to instead of

Rather than is preferred to But not

Credited with is preferred to Credited as

Twice as is preferred to double as

Because is preferred to due to the fact

More than doubled is preferred to Increased by more than twice.

Rather than is preferred to Instead of

Probably is preferred to May be

Because is preferred to On account

Rising costs is preferred to Raising cost

Note: See other idioms in the Manhattan book
Errors Involving Style
Wordy Language:
You will encounter wordy sentences in which you must choose a concise correction. Two types of wordiness to avoid are WORDY EXPRESSIONS and Redundant EXPRESSIONS.

a. WORDY EXPRESSIONS
	Wordy Expressions
	
	Concise Correction

	after the conclusion of
	
	after

	at this point in time
	
	now 

	despite the fact that
	
	although

	excessive number of
	
	because of

	in order to 
	
	to 

	in the event that
	
	if

	is in a position to
	
	can

	regardless of the fact that
	
	although


b. REDUNDANT EXPRESSIONS

This is where unnecessary repetition detracts from a sentence. Avoid these below:
	advance planning
	
	meet together

	all year round
	
	necessary requirement

	annually each year
	
	new breakthrough

	biography of his life
	
	past history

	close proximity
	
	postpone until later

	customary habit
	
	reduced down

	end result
	
	repeat again

	essential requirement
	
	reverse back

	exactly identical
	
	rising increase

	forward progress
	
	sharing the same

	free gift
	
	temporary loan

	group together
	
	usual habit

	honest trust
	
	Wealthy millionaire.

	joint cooperation
	
	


