MGMAT Concise Flash-Card Summary – CR
	CR: Ch. 1 – Argument Structure
Premises

+ (Assumptions)

= Conclusion

· ALL the STATED info/evidence that usually supports, or lead to, the conclusion of the argument.

· Everything except from the conclusion!

· Form = facts, opinions, claims (intermediate, to support the overall claim/conclusion) 

· UNSTATED parts of argument NECESSARY to reach the given conclusion. The ‘unseen foundation’ of the argument.
· NEVER written in the argument.

· MAIN POINT of the argument. Logically supported by premises and assumptions. 

· Form = opinon, claim.
· LOGICALLY (or CHRONOLOGICALLY) LAST in the sequence of events in the argument.

N.B. MUST be able to ID parts of the arg. Quickly in the GMAT.
Step 1: ID conclusion (Q. first!: a) in Q., b) Q. HINTS @ c) Obvious)
Step 2: ID Premises leading to the conclusion (i.e. ALL pieces of info. in arg.)

Conclusion Signal Words 

N.B. (concl’s can also be signalled by their strong, opinionated tone e.g. ‘should’)
Therefore

As a result

Suggests

Indicates

Accordingly
So

Consequently

Thus

Hence

It follows that
Premise Signal Words 

 Since

Due to

As a result of
Because

Given that

As
Alternate I.D. of Conclusion: When the conclusion is NOT obvious, first ID all claims (predict future, express opinion/something that can’t be proven, posit cause & effect r’ship), then determine which claim follows logically from all the others (use the THEREFORE test). 
CR: Ch. 2 – Diagramming
Diagramming: -   Saves time, Helps comprehension & focuses on the argument structure.
The T-Diagram: The conclusion on top is supported by the premises underneath.
< Conclusion here >
Premises Supporting the conclusion

[assumption]

[assumption]

Premises Not Supporting the conclusion
< Important background info (if any) here >
· Underline KEY words and details.
· Arrows to indicate cause & effect relationships

· Identify a point of view/position/plan with a column : e.g. M: fee = lower congestion
· Use BUT to signal any changes of direction in the argument.

· Read actively! Do NOT let words just pass through your brain!
· Underline or Capitalise Boundary & Extreme words
CR: Ch. 3 – General Strategy

Question Types: Questions follow the argument… Always start @ the Question FIRST!
· Find the Assumption 

· Draw a Conclusion 
· Strengthen the Conclusion 
· Weaken the Conclusion 
Boundary Words & Phrases: LIMIT argument’s/premises’ scope. Useful to ID incorrect answers. UNDERLINE these in your diagram. Provide subtle differences/nuances to the argument. Sometimes used to trick you in the answers choices!
Extreme Words in ARGUMENT: 
· Always, Never, All, None etc.
· BROADEN argument’s scope, opening it up & making susceptible to attack.
Boundary & Extreme Words in ANSWERS: usually make the answer choice incorrect.
· A correct answer choice MUST be 100% true.

· When you see these, ask ( ‘What is the most EXTREME example I can think of that would still fit the wording of this answer choice?’ – then, using the conclusion and the question asked, see whether your extreme example allows you to eliminate the answer choice.
· EXTREME words such as Never, Only, CAN appear in ans. Choices. BUT, those same extreme words or their equiv.’s MUST be in the ORIGINAL ARG. for the asnwer to be CORRECT.


	CR: Ch. 4 – Find the Assumption Questions
Find The Assumption Q’s: Ask you to ID the assumption upon which the arg. is based.  

Assum.’s act as the NECESSARY BRIDGE between the PREMISES and the CONCL’N! 
Look for the Assumption to:
· Bridge a Gap between any premise and the conclusion.

· Support/Strengthen/Validate that conclusion.

Before reading answer choices, think about assumptions upon which an argument’s conclusion is based.

Negating an Assumption: If the ans. choice, when negated, makes the argument nonsensical, then the answer choice is almost certainly CORRECT. This is because an assumption is necessary for an argument to hold!
The 4 Types of Assumptions:
· Logic Gap
· Help connect pt. A (a premise) w/ pt. B (a conclusion). Provide additional premises that are needed to draw the concl’n, given the premises in the argument.
· Tend to be fact-based or provide background information.

· Will tend to tie one particular premise to the concl’n w/ words such as therefore, for this reason, because etc.
· Feasibility of A PREMISE
· Can establish the feasibility (ability to occur/be true) of the premises of the arg.

· Bolster a flimsy but necessary claim in the premises.

· Elim. ALTERNATE PATHS to Reach Conclusion ( no better way to achieve an end).
· A conclusion that states that 1 particular path is the best/worst/only way to achieve and end assumes that other means of achieving the same end are not as good.
· Elim. ALTERNATE CAUSES for a given conclusion
· For some of these arg.’s, the given premises simply note a correlation between 2 phenomena, without commenting on any casual relationships between them.

· The conclusion simply assumes a certain causation and ignores the possibility that the reverse might be true – look for the assumption that elminates an alternale model of causation.
WRONG ANSWER CHOICE Types: Undermine the conclusion!
· No Tie to the Conclusion.

· Answer choice provides an ‘assumption’ that is NOT actually necessary for the conclusion to be logically valid! Therefore it is not a true assumption.
· Sub-type: BREAKS UP A CATEGORY.
· Wrong Direction.
· Provide the opposite of what you’re looking for. 
· Switching Terms.
· Replace a fundamental term in the argument with something that seems like a synonym, or introduce an extreme word not justified in the arg.
· E.g. A switch between hard numbers and proportions or percentages.

· Address the Premise Only

· Explains or leads to a premise rather than to the conclusion.
· Follow On
· Follows on from the concl’n instead of ID an assumption underlying concl’n.
LEN: Least Extreme Negation Technique: Use for 2 or more tempting answers
· Try negating answer choices to see whether the argument fails using the LEAST EXTREME NEGATION you possibly can.

· If a concl’n can follow on from the premises, even when you insert a least extreme negation of the answer choice, then that answer choice is INCORRECT. If the OPPOSITE is true (i.e. the conclusion can’t follow on from the premises), then the answer choice is CORRECT.
Keywords to simplify applying LEN:
· Always, only, all: (( not necessarily or always (( sometimes...not, or all (( some..not
· Never, none, not one, not once: (( at least one, at least once 

· Some, a few, several: (( no, none.

· Sometimes, on occasion, often: (( never

· At least, at most, greater than, less than : (( [mathematically opp. Term]

· Best, worst, greatest, smallest, higher  (( not necessarily  


	CR: Ch. 5 – Draw a Conclusion Questions

Draw a Conclusion Q.’s: 
· Ask you to conclude something from a given set of premises.
· You conclusion should: Follow DIRECTLY from (even restating) the premises, and be UNEQUIVOCALLY TRUE according to those premises (i.e. must be true a s result of SOME or ALL of the info given in the argument).  i.e., what MUST BE TRUE as a result of the given premises?
· Correct ans. NOT A CLAIM / ARGUABLE STATEMENT/EXTRA ASSUMPTION. 
· Avoid grand concl’s & STICK TO VERY LIMITED CLAIMS (i.e. can instead of will).
Make an Inference: inference is a synonym for conclusion.
Wrong Answer Choices: PRACTICE categorizing. Helps P.O.E.
· A. Out of Scope: assume at least one piece of info NOT EXPLICIT in the argument. Do not bring your (or the answer’s proposed) external knowledge into the picture either.
· B. Wrong Direction: answer is opposite of what the argument says. 

· C. Swtiching Terms OR Faulty Mathematical/Logical Reasoning.


	CR: Ch. 6 – Strengthen the Conclusion Questions

Strengthen a Conclusion Q.’s: Ask to prov. ADDITIONAL SUPPORT for a given concl’n.
The PREMISE that STRENGHTENS the CONCL’N SHOULD:
· Fix a weakness in the conclusion.
· Validate an assumption made by the argument.

· Introduce additional supporting evidence.
Answer will typically FUNCTION AS A PREMISE that can STRENGTHEN/SUPPORT a concl’n w/OUT BEING NECESSARY.

· Ask you to conclude something from a given set of premises.

· You conclusion should: Follow DIRECTLY from (even restating) the premises, and be UNEQUIVOCALLY TRUE according to those premises (i.e. must be true a s result of SOME or ALL of the info given in the argument).  i.e., what MUST BE TRUE as a result of the given premises?

· Correct ans. NOT A CLAIM / ARGUABLE STATEMENT/EXTRA ASSUMPTION. 

· Avoid grand concl’s & STICK TO VERY LIMITED CLAIMS (i.e. can instead of will).

Make an Inference: inference is a synonym for conclusion.
EXCEPT: replace with NOT!
Use S-W-Slash!! (Strengthen/Weaken/Irrelevant) chart in the P.O.E. for these questions: 
· Write down A through E. Then note down whether the choice S’s, W’s or – (is irrelevant to) the conclusion. Use lowercase ‘s’ if the answer only marginally strenghtens the concl’n.
If Q. asks you to STRENGTHEN THE ARGUMENT… it still means the Conclusion!
Choices that req. additional assump’s or logical leaps to strengthen the concl’n are generally INCORRECT.
Wrong Answer Choices: PRACTICE categorizing. Helps P.O.E.

· A. No Tie to the Conclusion: don’t meaningfully support the conclusion.

· B. Wrong Direction

N.B. Write the Q. Type on top of the T-Diag.! e.g. ‘Q.=strengthen’, ‘Q.=weaken’


	CR: Ch. 7 – Weaken the Conclusion
Weaken the Conclusion: Correct answers will introduce a new piece of evidence that 1) undermines a faulty or tenuous assumption OR 2) negatively impacts the conclusion directly.

To assess an answer choice for a Weaken Q., you must hold it in opposition to the concl’n or to one of its assumptions.
Argument/Counter-Argument: 
· Weaken Q.’s can be made more difficult via a complicated argument structure that contains 2 OPPOSING POINTS OF VIEW.

· To assess these Q.’s, the concl’n should be the AUTHOR’s position.
· T-Diagram: Split concl’n into 2 sides: Author’s pos’n on LHS and counter-claim (and it’s proponent) on RHS. Then fill in the PRO’S and CON’S of the AUTHOR’S argument as usual.

N.B. An answer choice that weakens the cocl’n without requiring significant leaps of logic is likely correct!
Still use S-W-Slash!! (Strengthen/Weaken/Irrelevant) chart in the P.O.E. for Weaken questions! 
Wrong Answer Choice Types
· No Tie to the Conclusion

· Wrong Direction: these Q.’s actually serve to STRENGTHEN the argument!


	CR: Ch. 8 – Minor Question Types
1. Explain an Event or Discrepancy: 2 seemingly contradictory premises, asks you to find the answer choice that best reconciles them.

ONLY CONTAIN PREMISES.

You’ll be told the information given is somehow puzzling or contradictory via signals such as the Keywords: yet, however, nonetheless, paradoxically, the results are suprising because…
CORRECT ANSWER will often provide some very specific new info. that RESOLVES the given discrepancy. It fills a logical hole in the argument. It will explain why the apparent discrepancy is NOT a real discrepancy.
CHOOSE an ans. that allows all the premises to be true w/out any perceived conflict.

Wrong Answer Choice Types
Discuss ONE Premise: A common WRONG ANSWER TYPE will typically discuss ONE of the premises but FAIL TO actually address the discrepancy between conflicting premises.

Wrong Direction: will support the fact that the discrepancy exists, RATHER than explaining why there’s not actually a discrepancy after all!
2. Analyse the Argument Structure:

· Ask you to describle the role of a PART or PARTS of the argument.

· NOT common – can be very tough and time consuming. Best to use POE and NOT GET CAUGHT UP IN IT.
· One type has BOLDFACE statements. You need to determine the role EACH BOLDFACE STATEMENT plays in the arg.
· 3 primary options for each statement:

· Is the AUTHOR’S CONCL’N
· Is a PREMISE SUPPORTING THE AUTHOR’S CONCL’N

· Is a PREMISE WEAKENING THE AUTHOR’S CONCL’N

· T-Diagramming:
· Assess each statement (numbered in order of appearance) as either CONCLUSION, PREMISE FOR (arg.) OR PREMISE AGAINST (counter-arg.).
· i.e. #1 Prem. FOR  #2 Prem AGAINST

· Keep with the argument/counter-argument structure of prev. chapters.
· Alt. Method: Label each boldface statement as one of these: 
· FACT

· OPINION (the MINOR CLAIM, or opinion of someone other than the Author)
· CONCLUSION (the MAJOR CLAIM of the author)
… then, SCAN each ans. choice, ONLY looking for terminology matching FACT, OPINION or CONCLUSION.

Fact = “evidence”, ”circumstance”, ”finding”

Opinion = “judgement”, “claim”, “position” (taken by someone else)

Conclusion = “position “ (taken by the argument/author) “assertion” (of the author).
3. Evaluate the Conclusion: 
- ID info. that would help you eval. the validity of the concl’n.
- WRONG ANS.’s appear to address arg. pieces, but don’t actually allow you to test the proposed causal connection between X and Y.

4. Resolve a Problem:

- Ask you solve a problem posed by a passage of premises.

- CORRECT ANS. should DIRECTLY COUNTERACT or FIX the given problem and NOT MAKE additional assumptions.
5. Provide an Example
6. Restate the Conclusion
7. Mimic the Argument


	

	


