Evaluate

1.

The pharmaceutical company claims that Dietol is highly effective in helping

people lose weight and increase their physical endurance. However, since the

regular intake of Dietol was accompanied by daily workouts under professional

supervision, it is unclear whether the results of the experiment should be credited

to the effects of Dietol or the rigorous fitness program in which the subjects

participated. Thus, in order to evaluate the conclusion about the effectiveness of

Dietol, it would be useful to separate these two effects and to see what result, if

any, is attributable to Dietol alone.

(A) While the answer to this question could be helpful in estimating the required

doses of Dietol, the actual amount of the supplement taken by participants

provides little information about its effectiveness.

(B) Knowing the maximum weight loss is unlikely to be helpful in evaluating the

effectiveness of the supplement, as the maximum weight loss among the 800

participants is unlikely to be representative of the typical result and provides little

information about the effectiveness of Dietol.

(C) CORRECT. This answer choice underscores the importance of separating

the effects of the physical program from those resulting from Dietol in evaluating

the overall result of the experiment. For example, if a group of subjects with

similar characteristics would be able to achieve comparable results just by

repeating the fitness program over the 9-week experiment, this outcome would

cast serious doubts on the claim of the pharmaceutical company about the

effectiveness of Dietol.

(D) Since the company does not make a claim about Dietol’s effectiveness for a

specific age group, the information about the average age is beyond the scope of

this argument.

(E) Note that the pharmaceutical company claims that Dietol will help obese

people lose weight and improve endurance. No claim is made about the

supplement’s effect on physical strength. Therefore, information about the

improvement in physical strength is unrelated to the conclusion.

2.

The argument concludes that the prosecution of a small number of people who

download music illegally will have a minimal impact on the overall number of

people who engage in illegal downloading. The correct answer must relate

specifically to this issue and provide additional insight as to whether it seems

reasonable.

(A) One premise of the argument states that the recording industry does not have

the resources to prosecute all individuals who download music illegally, while a

second premise states the number of people who will be charged with a crime is

limited. These statements indicate that the legal resources of the recording

industry are too limited to have a major impact on the overall number of people

who engage in illegal downloading, no matter how these lawyers dedicate their

time.

(B) If a small minority of individuals were responsible for the majority of illegal

song downloads, the actions of the recording industry could have a significant

impact on the number of downloaded songs. The conclusion of the argument,

however, was about the number of people who download songs illegally; this

number would remain unaffected.

(C) Whether songs are downloaded illegally and then shared with other Internet

users is not relevant to the conclusion.

(D) Similar to answer choice A, this choice is limited by the premises of the

argument. If new Internet security technology permits the recording industry to

more quickly and easily identify individuals who illegally download music, then

the recording industry will know who is breaking the law. However, the lack of

industry resources still restricts the industry’s ability to prosecute a large number

of people, even if they are identified as individuals who illegally download music.

(E) CORRECT. The argument concludes that the prosecution of a small number

of people who download music illegally will have a minimal impact on the overall

number of people who engage in illegal downloading. However, if the threat of

prosecution were enough to “alter the behavior” of others (i.e., deter them from

illegally downloading music), the actions of the recording industry could have a

significant impact on the number of people who illegally download music.

4.

The author claims that the "decrease in such insourcing will hurt America's

competitiveness in basic research and applied technology, with serious

consequences for years to come." In addition, the author claims that the decline

in insourcing will "negatively affect the global outlook and experience of American

students" because they will "not have the opportunity to learn about foreign

cultures directly from members of those cultures." We are asked to find a

question whose answer would provide information useful to evaluating the claims

of the argument.

(A) The focus of the argument is not on the financial costs of insourcing.

(B) The focus of the argument is not on how insourcing can compensate for

outsourcing.

(C) The focus of the argument is not on the specific numbers of foreign-born

students, but on the decline in their number instead.

(D) CORRECT. The argument assumes that the students will not have contact

with foreigners through channels other than school. This choice asks whether the

students have such contact elsewhere. If the answer to this question is "yes", the

author's claims carry less weight.

(E) A government policy might have an effect on insourcing, but it would not

necessarily have an effect on the specific claims of the argument.

4.

Profits for a particular product have been going down and the CFO has

determined that this is because, on the one hand, the cost to make the product

has increased and, on the other, consumers won't pay more than the current

price (recall that Profit = Revenues – Costs). The CEO only wants Company X to

sell products with increasing profit margins; as a result, the CFO decides the

solution is to stop making this product. This decision would make sense only if

we can be assured that there is no way to have an increasing profit margin for

the product in question.

(A) Whether there are new, profitable products does not address the issue of

whether there is a way to achieve increasing profit margins for the flagship

product.

(B) Whether the management team agrees with the CFO's recommendation does

not address the issue of whether there is a way to achieve increasing profit

margins for the flagship product.

(C) This may increase the revenues earned by the product, but this choice does

not address the additional cost associated with new features, so we still do not

know whether we can achieve increasing profit margins for the product. We may

be able to, but we may not: the features may cost more than the increased price

that consumers would be willing to pay.

(D) CORRECT. If the costs for the existing product can be reduced, then the

profit margin will increase (again, recall that Profits = Revenues – Costs). If the

costs cannot be reduced, then the profit margins will not increase.

(E) The flagship product's revenues as a percentage of total revenues does not

address the issue of whether there is a way to achieve increasing profit margins

for the flagship product (although it does highlight why the company might find

itself with a big problem if it follows the CEO's advice!).

5.

This argument concludes that the best way to have good governance in the

future is to preserve the Pendleton Act. It bases that claim on the record of the

first hundred years under that Act. The argument assumes that American

government service is still uncorrupted and that no better way exists to preserve

that state.

(A) The methods used by other governments in other countries are irrelevant to

this argument, which only concerns America. Furthermore, one cannot assume

that the Swiss and British governments are free of corruption.

(B) The opinions, wishes, and satisfaction levels of government applicants and

employees are irrelevant to the level of corruption.

(C) CORRECT. This would confirm or deny the assumption that American

government service is currently not corrupt. The argument only claims that this

was so for the first hundred years after the passage of the Pendleton Act. There

is no information about the level of corruption for the past twenty-some years.

(D) The number of Presidents assassinated is utterly irrelevant to an argument

about corruption in government service.

(E) This percentage of corrupt office-holders in the first hundred years of the

Pendleton Act would provide no information about the level of corruption in

government service for the past twenty years, which is the gap in the evidence.

Thus, investigating this percentage would not be that useful for the evaluation of

a conclusion that involves the immediate present and the future.

6.

The conclusion of the argument is that the rate of extinction of bird species will

not surge in this century. Evidence from native North American raptors (birds of

prey) is cited: namely, that even though several such species nearly vanished

between 1900 and 1970, the populations of these birds have since rebounded.

We are asked to select a question which would, when answered, provide

information that would help us evaluate this claim.

(A) This answer choice inquires about the introduction of non-native raptors.

However, the argument cites as evidence the resurgence in native raptor

populations. Thus, this question does not shed light on the relevance of the

evidence.

(B) CORRECT. This question points to an unwarranted assumption on the

author's part. The author assumes that the rebound in native North American

raptor populations since 1970 was not due to any special effort to save these

species. If special efforts have been made to save these raptor species, then one

might not be able to generalize this evidence to other bird species or to make

predictions about population trends in the next century, using this evidence.

(C) This question is irrelevant: the argument does not depend in any way on the

experience of the zoologists. It hinges instead on the trend in raptor populations

that the author uses to justify his or her point.

(D) This question is irrelevant. Note that the given evidence states that "local

populations of these raptors have rebounded." Thus, population increases of

native North American raptors outside of North America are not pertinent.

(E) This question is irrelevant: the argument does not depend in any way on the

number of acres of woodland set aside as bird refuges.

7.

Two points of view are expressed in the argument: consumer groups claim that a

la carte pricing will reduce consumer costs, while the cable television industry

claims that the current package pricing structure is most cost effective for

consumers. If the goal of the government is to reduce the cost of cable television

for consumers, it is critical for the government to determine which point of view is

correct. The cable television industry favorably compares the cost of buying

bundled channels to the cost of buying those same channels individually, but

what if most consumers would choose to greatly reduce the number of channels

purchased? That could mean that a la carte pricing would result in lower cable

bills for those consumers.

(A) The government's decision is based only on the costs to consumers, not the

number of channels available to them.

(B) The government's decision is based only on the costs to consumers, not the

advertising profits of the cable television companies.

(C) CORRECT. If consumers would not choose to order all of the channels they

currently buy as part of a package subscription, then the cable television

industries' claim that a la carte costs always would increase is faulty. If most

consumers only watch and wish to pay for a few of their favorite channels, a la

carte pricing could very well result in lower cable bills for those consumers.

Consumers who want to purchase more channels could still choose the package

subscriptions, so a la carte pricing would not harm them.

(D) The government's decision is based on only the costs to consumers, not the

current purchasing agreements that exist between the cable television

companies and content providers.

(E) The government's decision is based on only the costs to consumers, not the

technical equipment requirements a change in cost structure would require.

8.

The director of programming argues that the addition of a conservative news

program in response to the hiring of a liberal news personality represents an

institutional attempt at balancing different perspectives, rather than any

conservative bias. The evidence provided by the director is outside of the context

of any past actions on the part of the Network; it would be useful to have more

information about actions the Network has taken in response to the hiring of

conservative or liberal news personalities in the past to determine a pattern of

behavior.

(A) CORRECT. If the Network responds to the addition of a liberal news

personality in the same way that it does the addition of a conservative news

personality, then the argument presented by the director is valid. An identical

response to the hiring of a personality from either side of the political spectrum

suggests that the Network does act in a fair and balanced manner, at least in this

regard.

(B) Whether the Network presents a program airing the opinions of its viewers on

contemporary issues does not indicate either a balanced approach or a

conservative bias. This statement is irrelevant.

(C) The nature of the former employer of the newly-hired liberal news personality

is not relevant in determining whether or not there is a systematic conservative

bias regarding the overall programming of the Network.

(D) Whether the new liberal news personality has indicated that he has felt any

editorial pressure is not relevant; he might not want to admit to such pressure

even if it did exist. Moreover, the experience of one employee does not address

the overall programming of the Network.

(E) That the Network has suffered from lower ratings in the past year is not

relevant to determining the bias or lack thereof of the Network, though it may

explain why new personalities and programming are being added.

9.

The conclusion of the passage is that parents can ensure that their children will

not spend money on frivolous items by limiting their children's allowances. This

claim is based on the observed difference between the spending habits of

children who receive large allowances and those of children who receive small

allowances. The argument assumes that the high dollar amount of the allowance

– as opposed to some other unobserved factor – is directly linked to the fact that

children spend the money on items their parents consider frivolous. Information

that provides data about any other factor that might be the cause of the children's

spending behavior would help to evaluate the validity of the conclusion.

(A) The actual dollar amount received by adolescents who receive large weekly

allowances is not related to the conclusion of the passage. Whether this amount

is $40 or $10, the key is that it is considered by the child development specialists

to be a "large" weekly allowance.

(B) CORRECT. One alternative to the conclusion of the passage is that the

standard used to judge an item as frivolous was much lower for parents who

gave their children large weekly allowances than for parents who gave their

children small weekly allowances. If for example, the former group of parents

considered all movie tickets to be frivolous, while the latter did not, then this fact

(and not the difference in allowance money) might explain the difference

observed by the child development specialists. Thus, information about any

differences among parents in the standard used to judge an item as frivolous

would be extremely relevant in evaluating the validity of the conclusion of the

passage.

(C) The background of the child development specialists who made the

observation has no bearing on the conclusion. The conclusion is based on the

observation, not on the credentials of those making the observation.

(D) Family income differences have no clear relevance to the link posited

between high allowances and spending on frivolous items.

(E) Adolescents who receive no weekly allowance play no role in the argument.

Thus, information about this group of adolescents has no relationship to the

conclusion of the passage.

10.

The conclusion of the argument is that the prediction of decreased consumer

spending has not come to pass. The evidence for this is that there has been no

corresponding increase in the amount of money set aside in savings accounts by

the general public.

This question asks us to choose a question whose answer will provide

information relevant to evaluating the significance of the fact that the amount of

money placed in savings accounts has not increased. The author mentions this

savings pattern to support the claim that people have not been curtailing their

discretionary spending. So we need to find a question whose answer will relate to

savings and spending patterns.

(A) Information about which business sectors were most affected by the layoffs

will not help us establish the relevance of the savings pattern to the claim.

(B) The savings used by those who are laid off has no bearing on the savings

patterns of those who are not laid off, which is the group this argument

addresses ("even if their jobs were secure").

(C) CORRECT. This question asks about the prices of necessities such as food

and utilities. If people have not been saving their money, perhaps they have been

spending it on necessities (as opposed to spending it on discretionary items). If

these items have become more expensive, then perhaps people have not been

able to save money despite curtailing their discretionary spending.

(D) The percentage of people with savings accounts is not related to the question

of whether people have curtailed their discretionary spending or increased the

amount they save.

(E) Knowing the statistics for average salaries during the period since the layoffs

will not help us evaluate the significance of the spending and savings patterns

during that time. It might help to be able to compare the statistics for the periods

before and after the layoffs, but knowing just one of those statistics tells us

nothing about the trends.

11.

The correct answer is C. The conclusion of the argument is that the price of

chocolate will increase within six months. The basis for that claim is that the

wholesale price of cocoa has increased. However, if the price of other ingredients

in the chocolate has dropped, the decrease could offset the higher price of cocoa

and render the argument invalid. The only choice to address this is C.

12.

The correct answer is B. The conclusion of the argument is that "eating whole

grains can have an appreciable effect on cholesterol levels." This assertion is

based on the fact that some people who ate three servings of whole grains every

day for six months had lower cholesterol than did people who did not, even

though their cholesterol levels were the same before the study began. The

argument does not take into account, however, other factors, such as exercise,

that may have contributed to the difference in cholesterol levels. Choice B asks

whether there is indeed another factor – exercise – that should be taken into

account

