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· According to GMAT like cannot introduce examples. Use only for comparison.
· Such As should be used instead.
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1. Grammar: Does the sentence adhere to the rules of standard written English?
2. Meaning: Is the meaning of the sentence obvious and unambiguous?
3. Concision: Is the sentence written as economically as possible?

Meaning: A Closer Look 

Choose your words                                                  Place your words                                                             Match your words
Meaning: Choose your words 
aggravate (worson) vs. aggravating(irritating)				          know as (named) vs. known to be (acknowledged as) 		   	         loss of (is nolonger in possession) vs. loss in(decline in value)		          mandate (command) vs. have a mandate(have authority from voters)      range of(variety of) vs. ranging (varying)					          rate of(speed or frequency of) vs. rates of(prices of)		      such as(for instance) vs. like(similar to)				                      try to do(seek to accomplish) vs. try doing (experiment with)     	 Native of(person from) vs. native to(species/ animal that originated in) 									                   rise (general increase) vs. raise(a bet or salary increase) ( raise always takes a direct object. Rise used only in context where there is                          no direct object)									
		On the GMAT, should mean “moral obligation”, not “likelihood”.		     
Meaning: Choose your words 
· Subject and verb must make sense together.
Meaning: Concision
· Do not simple pick the shortest choice
· Use single word instead of phrase
· Avoid redundancy. 
On the GMAT, the word being almost always signals redundancy. Avoid it whenever possible but do not eliminate purely as a knee jerk reaction
Concision: Specific Parrtens of Wordiness
· Remember V-A-N   Verb > Adjective (or Adverb) > Noun
· Active Verb is more stronger and more concise then an Adejective or an action Noun.
· V-A-N Pattern 1: Prefer a Verb to an Action Noun
· Wordy: The townspeople’s REVOLUTION WAS AGAINST the king. (Action Noun – revolution is noun that expresses an action)
· Better: The townspeople REVOLTED AGAINSTthe king. (Action Verb – revolt is short, simple and stronger)
· 
·  V-A-N Pattern 2: Prefer a That-Clause (with Verbs) to a Series of Phrases (with Nouns)
· Wordy: The hypothesis ABOUT the COMPOSITION OF the universe AS largely dark energy seems strange.
· Better: The hypothesis THAT the universe IS largely COMPOSED OF dark energy seems strange.
· Use this pattern for “Idea” nouns – hypothesis, idea, suggestion, belief, descovery, evidence, indication and report.
· V-A-N Pattern 3: Prefer a Verb to an Adjective
· Wordy: The artist WAS INFLUENTIAL TO the movement. (Try to pick verb from action rather than an adjective form plus verb to be).
· The artist INFLUENCED the movement.
· V-A-N Pattern 4: Prefer an Adjective to Noun
· Wordy: THERE IS AN ABUNDANCE OF funds for school construction. ( Try to avoid the noun derived from adjective- adundance)
· Better: Funds for school construction ARE ABUNDANT.
· 
· V-A-N Pattern 5: Prefer an Adverb to a Preposition Phrase
· Wordy: Oil Prices have fallen, but the prices at the gasolin pump have not fallen TO A CONSIDERABLE EXTENT.
· Better: Oil Prices have fallen, but the prices at the gasolin pump have not fallen CONSIDERABLY.
· Wordy						Better
· To a considerable extent 			considerbly
· To a significant extent			significantly
· V-A-N Pattern 6: Prefer an Adjective to anAdjective Clause with Be 
· Wordy: Marcos is a professor who is ADMIRABLE.
· Better: Marcos is ADMIRABLE professor.
· This principle works similarly with nouns that identify or describe other nouns
· Wordy: John, WHO IS a FIREFIGHTER, works in Yosemite park.
· Better: John, a FIREFIGHTER, works in Yosemite park.
· V-A-N Pattern 7: Remove IT IS…..THAT
· Wordy: IT IS without fear THAT childern should play. (Perfectuly grammatical and even useful when you want to emphaize on some aspect os the situation(such as without fear). GMAT avoid such contrctiction in correct anwere choise.
· 

Concision: Don’t Make It Too Short
· “Too Short” Pattern1: Keep the Prepositional Pharase if You Need To
·  Noun Modifier pharase work best when the prepostion is OF, however if the preposition is NOT OF , then collapsing the prepostion phrase should be avoided.
Too Short: I talked to the BOSTON SOLDIER
Better: I talked to the SOLDIER FROM BOSTON.
· Places or locations rarely work well as Noun Adjectives, unless orifinal prepositional phrase begins with –OF.
Too Short				Better
Aegean sea salt			salt FROM the Agean Sea
Ural Mountain ore			Ore FROM Ural Mountain
Danube River access			access TO THE Danube river.
Population changes of honeybee  changes in the population of honeybee

· Whenever you have a time period, quantity or other measurement as a first word, keep the prepositional phrase with of.
· Avoid using a possive (‘s or s’) to modify measurement. 
To Short								Better
 Memorial Day Week OR Memorial Day’s week		the week OF Memorial Day
The merger year							the year OF the merger
The oxygen amount						the amount OF oxygen
The honeybee population density				the density OF the honeybee population
OR the honeybee population’s density

· “Too Short” Pattern2: Keep THAT OF or THOSE OF is needed
· Too Short: The face I see in ads everyday is a famous actor.
· Better: The face I see in ads everday is THAT OF a famous actor.
· GMAT sometimes inserts an unnecessary that of or those of, which you do have to remove.
· Wordy: The fields I most enjoy studying are THOSE OF physics and chemistry. (Physics and chemestry are infact fields)
· Better: The fields I most enjoy studying are physics and chemistry.

· “Too Short” Pattern 3: Keep THAT after a Reporting Verb
· Too Short: The study INDICATE the problem has vanished
· Better: The study INDICATE THAT the problem has vanished.
· On the GMAT, always put a THAT between the Reporting Verb and the thought.
· Reporting Verbs –  
Agree		 Claim		 Contend	 Declare	 Find			 Indicate	Reveal		 Rule		Show.
Accounce	Assert		Believe 	Confess 	Demonstrate		Doubt		Except 	Hold 		Know
Mention	Observer	Proclaim	Reason 	Recgonize		Repeat	Sate		Think		Warn
· Various Form of verb be –  
be convinced		be certain	to assured 	
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Every Sentence must have a Subject and a Verb.  Subject is the noun that performs action.
To find the subject, all the words that are not subject must be ignored.

Rule 1 – Subject and Verb Must Exists 
· If a sentence is missing the subject or the verb, it is a Fragment and cannot be a complete sentence.
· Sentence can be fragment if it starts with Connecting Word and contains no Main Clause.

Rule 2 – Subject and Verb Must Make Sense Together
Rule 3 – Subject and Verb Must Agree In Number
Rule 4 – Eliminate the Middleman, and Skip the Warmup
	GAMT often puts a significant number of words in front of the subject. In these cases, “skip the Warmup” that comes before the subject.
There are a few common types of middleman and warm-ups – 
1. Prepositional Phrase – It is a group of words headed by a Preposition.
a. Prepositions are followed by nouns or pronouns which completes the phrase.
b. Eliminate them to find subject.
2.  Subordinate Clause – 
a. Modify other part of sentence acting as “big adjectives” or “big adverbs”
b. Begins with connecting words who or which and cannot stand alone as a sentence.
c. Always attached to the main clause.
3. Other Modifiers – 
a. Modifies describes the other portions of sentence and should be eliminated to find the subject
b. Look for Present participles( -Ing form derived from the verbs) and Past Participles (-Ed and –En form derived from the verb)

Rule 5 – Use Structure To Decide
· A noun in a prepositional phrase cannot be the subject of the sentence.
E.g. : In the waning days of the emperor’s life, the conquest of new lands on the borders of empire was/were considered vital.
We might be tempted to think that “new lands” is the subject. However it is in a prepositional phrase. Conquest is Subject.

Rule 6 – And vs. Additive Phrases 
1. Additive Phrases – Many other words and phrases besides and can “add” to a subject.
· Along with Polly          	  in addition to surgery                        as well as the mayor
· Accompanied By me	  together with a tie		        including salt and pepper  
· do not form a compound subject
· Functions as modifier and therefore cannot change the number.
2. And – 
a. Can unit two or more singular subjects, forming a compound subject.
Rule 7 – Either… Or, & Neither…. Nor
· If one of the nouns is singular and other is plural, find the noun nearest to the verb and make sure it agrees in number.
E.g.: Neither the coach nor the players ARE going to the beach.
E.g.: Neither the players nor the coach IS going to the beach.

Rule 8 – Collective Nouns Almost Always Singular
· Collective nouns is a noun that looks singular(unsually does not end in –s)but can refer to a group of people or objects
E.g.: Crowd, Army, Team ect..
Rule 9 – Indefinite Pronouns, Usually singular
· Indefinite Pronoun is not specific about the things to which it refers
· Anyone, anybody, anything		No one, nobody, nothing 
· Each, every (as pronouns)		Someone, somebody, something
· Either, neither (may require plural if paired with Eor/nor)
· However 5 indefinite pronouns that can be either singular or plural depending on the context. 
· SANAM pronouns: Some, Any, None, All, More/Most
· E.g. – Some of the money was stolen from the wallet. (money is singular)
· E.g. –Some of the documents were stolen from the bank. ( documents is plura)
Rule 10 – Each and Every, Singular Sensation 
· Each and Every requires a singular verb form
Rule 11 – Quantity Words and Phrases
· THE number of takes a singular verb
· The number of hardworking students in this class IS quite large.
· A number of takes a plural verb.
·  A number of students in this class are hard workers.
· To indicate many individual parts of totality, use plural verb
· Treat the quantity words in the same way as SANAM pronouns: The noun in the Of-prepositional phrase will indicate whether the verb is singular or plural
· To indicate the totality itself, then use singular verb.
· Majority of the students in this class ARE hard worker.
· In the senate, the majority HAS coalesced into a unified voting block.
· Treat the quantity words in the same way as SANAM pronouns: The noun in the Of-prepositional phrase will indicate whether the verb is singular or plural
Rule 12 – Subject Phrases and Clauses, Always Singular
· If the subject of a sentence is an –Ing phrase or even a whole clause, subject is always singular and requires a singular verb.
· Having good friends IS a wonderful thing
· Whatever they want to do IS fine with me.
Rule 13 – Flip it
· In most English sentences the subject precedes the verb
· GMAT occasionally attempts to confuse by inverting this order and placing the subject after the verb. In this flip the order of words so that subject precedes the verb.
· Wrong: Near those buildings SIT a lonely house, inhabited by squatters
· Flit It: A lonely house, inhabited by squatters, SITS near those buildings
· Right: Near those buildings SITS a lonely house, inhabited by squatters
Rule 13 – When in Doubt, Think Singular
Singular Subjects						Plural subjects						It Depends
A singular subject linked to other nouns			Subjects joined 						Subject joined by or or nor                        by an additive phrase 		                                      by AND
Collective nouns
Most indefinite pronouns													SANAM pronouns
Subject preceded by Each or Every
Subject preceded by the number of 			A number of							Other numerical words & phrases
Subject phrases or clause
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·  (
Sentence Correction: 
Chapter 4 – Parallelism Strategy
)Comparable sentence parts must be structurally and logically similar.
Rule 1 – Parallel Markers
· Conjunctions: And, but, and or are the most commonly used parallel markers. Others are 
And – X and Y 			Both/And – Both X and Y				Or–X or Y			Either/Or – Either X or Y	Not/But – Not X but Y		Not Only/But Also – Not only X but also Y	Rather Than – X rather than Y			From/TO – From X to Y 
Rule 2 – Parallel Elements 
· Make sure that two side of the sentence are both structurally and logically parallel.
· Division was opening offices, hiring staff, AND investing in problems.
· Preposition Phase – Prepositions do not always have to be same
· It is important to leave the money in the drawer rather than on the table
· Parallel Clause should start with same word
· Wrong: I want to retire to a place WHERE I can relax AND THAT has low taxes.
· Right: I want to retire to a place WHERE I can relax AND WHERE taxes are low.
Rule 3 – Parallel Elements 
· On the GMAT when you see AND in the sentence, look for the list and count the items. There should be AND before last item.
· GMAT always inserts a comma the AND in list of 3 or 4 items. Put optional comma before in case of more than 2 clauses
Rule 4 – Idioms with Built in Parallel Structure
X Acts As Y			Distinguish X From Y	 	X is the Same As Y		As X So Y			Estimate X To Be Y                           X is good and so Too Y	Between X And Y		X Instead of Y			X, Such As Y (example)	Compared To X, Y		             X is Know To Be Y		Think Of X As Y		Consider X Y			X is Less Than Y		X is Thought To Be Y        	          In Contract to X, Y		Make X Y			View X as Y			Declare X Y			Mistake X For Y       	           Whether X OR Y 		X Develops Into Y		Not Only X(,) But Also Y (the comma is optional)				                        X Differs From Y		Regard X As Y
Rule 5 – Superficial Parallelism vs. Actual Parallelism 
· Always figure out which grammatical structure is parallel before making them logically parallel.
E.g.: Sal applied himself in his new job, arriving early every day, skipping lunch regularly, AND leaving late every evening.
In this –Ing participle phrase are parallel. The main clause, applied himself in his new job, is not parallel to these participles. This is CORRECT. The main verb is applied, and –Ing phrases provide additional information about how Sal applied himself. It would distort the meaning to change to superficially parallel version – 
E.g. : Sal applied himself in his new job, arrived early every day, skipped lunch regularly………
This is gives all the activities equal emphasis, instead of making the last three activities subordinate to the main clause.
Rule 6 – Watch Out For Linking Verbs
· Linking verbs – Instead of describing what a subject does, it expresses what a subject is or what condition the subject is it.
· To Be – is,  are, was, were, am , been, be, being..
· Other Linking Verbs – Appear, become, feel, grow, look, remain, represent, resemble, seem smell, sound, stay, taste, turn..
Wrong: The bouquet of flowers WAS a giving of love. 
Right: The bouquet of flowers WAS a gift of love. 
Rule 7 – Concrete Nouns And Action Nouns
· Not every noun can be made parallel to other noun. Remember this example –
Wrong: The bouquet of flowers was a giving of love. (giving in this context is a technically noun)
Nouns
     Concrete Nouns														Action Nouns
Refers to things, people, places, time periods or certain events			refers to actions. Often formed from verbs                                               Rock, continent, electron, politician, region, holiday week	          Eruption, pollution, nomination, withdrawal, development, change, growth.
· Avoid making concrete nouns and action nouns parallel.
· -Ing form of verbs can also be used as nouns to indicate actions. Called Gerunds.
Gerund Phrases

Simple Gerund Phases									Complex Gerund Phases 
Nouns on the outside and verbs on the Inside.			     Nouns Through and Through.
Tracking Satellite accurately is important for the space                 The accurately tracking of satellite is important for space agency.
Agency.	 -Ing gerund part is made fully into a noun. Often preceded by article ( a, an or    the) or adjective (accurate).
The object is put into an OF-prepositional phrase (e.g, running of a marathon)

· On GMAT, for structural parallelism with Gerunds - Simple Gerund phrases are NEVER PARALLEL to Complex gerund Phrases.
Wrong: I enjoyed drinking the water and the wine testing. (drinking water – Simple Gerund & the wine testing – Complex Gerund)
Right: I enjoyed drinking the water and tasting the wine.
· Only Complex gerunds can be parallel to action nouns.
· In any list of action nouns, always choose the complex gerund phrases (often with articles and the word Of) over the simple Gerund
· Do not mix three categories of nouns – 1. Concrete nouns           2. Action Nouns & Complex Gerund and        3. Simple Gerund
Rule 8 – Concrete Nouns And Action Nouns
Other sentence elements in Parallelism Categories are 
· Working Verbs – Only working verbs can be parallel to other working verbs.
The plant BOTH exceeded the output targets and ran more smoothly than ever.

· Infinitives – Infinitives are the TO form of the verbs. 
· Only make infinitives parallel to other infinitives.
· The TO can be omitted in second infinitive, unless there is parallelism marker before the first infinitive.
Wrong: It is critical to suspend activities, to notify the investors AND say noting.
Right: It is critical to suspend activities, notify the investors AND say noting.
Right: It is critical to suspend activities, to notify the investors AND to say noting.
Right; It is critical EITHER to suspend activities OR to notify investors.

· Adjectives, Past participles, and Present Participles (used as adjective)
  A mastodon carcass, thawed only once and still fresh, is on display. 
   (Both thawed and fresh describes carcass. Thawed is past participle, where as fresh is an adjective, they can be made parallel)

Only a few feet wide BUT spanning a continent, the railroad changed the history.
(Both wide and spanning describe the railroad. Wide is an adjective and spanning is a present participle, they can be made parallel)

· Clauses –
· Only clause starting with the same word can be made parallel. 
· Clauses should not be made parallel to anything besides other clauses.
Wrong: A mastodon carcass, thawed only once AND which is still fresh is on display.
Right: A mastodon carcass, which has been thawed only once AND which is still fresh is on display.
· Summarize – Keep these categories straight, together with the nouns categories
Nouns									Other
1. Concrete Nouns							1. Working verbs
2. Action Nouns and Complex Geunds				2. Infinitives
3. Simple Gerunds							3. Adjectives and Participle
4.  									4. Clauses 

























 (
Sentence Correction: 
Chapter 
4
 – 
Parallelism Strategy
)         16

· Pronoun is the word that takes the place of a noun, so that we do not have to repeat that noun elsewhere in the sentence.
Gasoline has becomes so expensive that IT not consumes as much as 16% of personal income in some rural area. (Noun Gasoline is known as the Antecedent of it.)
· First question – What is the Antecedent of this pronoun?
Rule 1 – Antecedent must Exists 
· The Antecedent to which you want to refer must actually exist in the sentence and be functioning as noun.

Wrong: The park rangers discussed the measures to prevent sever wildfires, which would be devastating to IT. (IT refers to ?. Park ? It is not truly a noun. Rather acting as Adjective –park rangers. So Park cannot be Antecedent.)

Right: The rangers discussed the measures to prevent severe wildfires, which would be devastating to THE PARK.
Rule 2 – Antecedent and Pronoun Must Make Sense Together
· Whenever you find an antecedent, always check that it make sense in place of pronoun.
Wrong: Although the term “Supercomputer” may sound fanciful or exaggerated, IT is simply an extremely fast mainframe that can execute trillions of calculations every second. (we find the term “supercomputer”. Replace it…the term “supercomputer” is simply an extremely fast mainframe….The term is not a mainframe, rather term refers to mainframe.)
Right: Although the term “Supercomputer” may sound fanciful or exaggerated, IT simply REFERS TO an extremely fast mainframe that can execute trillions of calculations every second.
Rule 3 – Antecedent and Pronoun Must Agree In Number
· If the antecedent is singular, the pronoun that refers to it must be singular. If the antecedent is plural, then pronoun must be plural.

Confronted by Radical changes in Production and distribution, the modern Hollywood Studios are attempting varies experiments in an effort to retain THEIR status as the primary arbiters of movie consumption. 
(Hollywood Studios – plural so pronoun – THEIR.       For Hollywood Studio – singular, pronoun should be ITS)
· Like Subject and Verb, the GMAT can disguise the Noun and it’s number in various ways. (e.g. Additive phrases such as along as)
Rule 4 – Pronoun Case
							Pronoun Case

  Subject							     Object							        Possessive
· Subject Pronouns can be subject of the sentence. – I you she he it we they who.    
E.g.: They arrived late.
· Object pronouns can be the object of the sentence. – me you him her it us them whom
· No one saw them or talked to them
· Possessive pronouns indicate ownership or similar relation – 
my/mine 		your/yours	his 	her/hers	its	our/ours	their/theirs		whose
· Their presence went unnoticed.

· Sometimes (though not always), pronoun in subject position in one clause may often be presumed to refer to the subject of a parallel clause, even if the subject is relatively far away.
Right: Supernovas destroy their immediate environment in vast explosions, BUT by synthesizing heavy chemical elements, THEY provide the universe with the possibility of biochemistry-base like as we know it.

· Nouns in the possessive case (with ‘s or s’ ) are often poor antecedents.
· Possessive Poison - Possessive nouns can serve as antecedents only to possessive pronouns, not to subject or object pronoun.
· You should avoid the possibility ambiguity by taking the possessing noun out of the possessive case.
Wrong: The board is investigating several executive’s compensation packages in order to determine how much may have been improperly awarded to THEM. (Pronoun – them actually refers better to package than to executive’s)
Rule 5 – The Deadly Five: It, Its, They, Them, Their
· Most common pronoun mistakes involved Third Person Personal Pronouns – the singular it and it’s, together with plural they, them, their.
· Always check the viability of antecedent for them – should be sensible, unambiguous, and in agreement with pronouns.
· Be particularly careful with their, should always refer to plural subjects.
Wrong: Whenever a student calls, take down THEIR number.
Right: Whenever a student calls, take down HIS/HER number.
Right: Whenever  students calls, take down THEIR number.
Rule 6 – This, That, These AND Those
· There demonstrative pronouns may be used as adjectives in front of nouns.
New “nano-papers” incorporate fibers that give THESE MATERIAL strength.
· That and Those may also be used to indicate copies of antecedents.
The money spent by her parents is less than THAT spent by her children. (that refers to the money. Note that two pots of money are NOT the same. It’s a New Copy).
· That and Those may also be used to indicate a “New Copy” or copies but must be modified.
The money spent by her parents is less than THAT SPENT by her children.
Her Company is outperforming THAT of her competitor. 

· GMAT insists that any “New Copy” that or those agree in number with the previous version. IF you must change the number, repeat the noun.
Wrong: Her Company is outperforming THOSE of her competitors. 
Right: Her Company is outperforming THE COMPANIES OF her competitors. 

· Personal Pronouns – it, they means the same actual thing as the antecedent.
The money spent by her parents is more than IT was expected to be. 

· Finally on GMAT, do not use this or these in place of nouns. Also that or those in place of nouns (unless you modify that and those). Use it, they or them instead.
Wrong: Her products are unusual, many consider THESE unique.
Right: Her products are unusual, many consider THEM unique.

Other Pronouns
· The major pronouns to worry about are deadly five( it, its, they, them, their) as well as demonstrative pronouns ( This, that, these and those). The other pronouns are –
· There – 
· Technically an adverb, there means “in the place”. This acts a lot like a pronoun.
· The antecedent place is often referred to in a prepositional phrase and should be a noun, not an adjective.
Wrong: At current prices, Antarctic oil may be work drilling for, if wells can be dug THERE and environment concerns addressed. 
· Right: At current prices, oil in Antarctic may be worth drilling for, If wells can be dug THERE and environment ………
· Used as a “dummy” pronoun does not need an antecedent.
· There is a cat on a tree.		OR There are roses on my doorstep.
· Itself, Themselves, One Another, Each Other – 
· The reflexive pronouns itself and themselves are used as object to refer directly back to the subject.
· Reflexive pronoun is used to indicate when the subject acts upon itself. 
· Right: The Panda groomed itself.
· Right: After the agreement surfaced, the commission dissolved IT. ( It must refer to agreement and cannot refer to commission).
· Right: After the agreement surfaced, the commission dissolved ITSELF. (Both the statements have different meaning).
· Itself and Themselves are also used to intensify a noun. The Commission itself was wrong.
· Reciprocal Pronoun – One Another and Each Other
·  Used to indicate interaction between parties.
· These pronouns are not interchangeable with Themselves.
· Wrong: The guests at the party interacted with THEMSELVES.
· Right: The guests at the party interacted with ONE ANOTHER.
· Such and Other/Another
· Often combine with general pronoun to indicate an antecedent. Such means “like the antecedent”;
· Right: After the land-use agreement surfaced, the commission decided to subject any SUCH contracts to debate in the future. 
· The land-use agreement is a type of contract. Similarly other and another mean “additional of the same type” though not necessarily “exactly alike”

· One
· Indicates an indefinite copy or a single, indefinite part of a collection.
· After walking by the chocolates so many times, Roger finally had to eat ONE. (= particular chocolate not delineated ahead of time).
· Personal Pronouns – it and they/them indicate definite selection of entire object or collection.
· After walking by the chocolates so many times, Roger finally had to eat THEM. (= ate all the chocolates).

· Do So Vs. Do It
· Do So refer to entire action, including a verb, it’s objects and it’s modifiers.
· Quinn did not eat dinner quickly, but her brother DID SO. ( Do so functions like pronoun).
· Alternatively, you can simple repeat the helping verb without so.
· In Do IT, the pronoun it must refer to an actual noun antecedent.
· Quinn failed to do the home work, but her brother did IT. ( IT refers to the homework.)
Place holder It
· Sometimes we need to move an awkward subject or object to the back if the sentence. In these cases, we put it in the sentence where the subject or object used to be. This use of IT is called Placeholder.
· Do not try to find the antecedent for IT when used as Placeholder.
· Postpone Infinitive Subject 
· Awkward: TO RESIST temptation is futile. ( subject – infinitive phrase to resist temptation. Although grammatically correct GMAT does not like it)
· Right: IT is futile TO RESIST temptation.
· Postpone That-Clause Subject
· Awkward : THAT we scored at all gave us encouragement. ( Subject – That clause, again grammatically correct)
· Right: IT gave us encouragement THAT we scored at all.
· Postpone Infinitive or That-Clause
· Right: She made IT possible for us TO ATTEND the movie. ( You cannot say this in any other way unless infinitive phrase to attend is changed into action noun attendance).
· Right: She made our attendance at the movie possible.
Avoiding Pronouns Altogether
· Some time best way to deal with pronoun problem is to eliminate it.
Wrong: After roasting the deer, the hunter extinguished the fire and the searched for a tree to hang IT from. (It refers to deer not fire). 
Right: After roasting the deer, the hunter extinguished the fire and the searched for a tree to hang THE DEER from.
· It is smoother and much more GMAT-like – to use Generic synonym for the antecedent. Meat can used in place of Deer or type of meat.
Right: New “nano-papers” incorporate fibers that give THESE MATERIASL strength. (These materials refer to nano papers)
· You do not always have to use these or such. Often simple article the will suffice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nuances of Pronoun Reference
· While searching for the antecedent of a particular pronoun, there are several principles which determine how suitable a noun may be as an antecedent. The most important principles are number and gender agreement.
1. Number – The antecedent must agree in number with pronoun.
2. Gender - The antecedent must agree in gender with pronoun. ( masculine and feminine)
· He/His – masculine
· She/her – feminine
· It/Its – neutral
· They/Then/Their – can be any gender
                   The remaining principles are not absolute.
3. Repeats – Repeated pronouns are presumed to refer to the same antecedent. That is every IT and ITS in the sentence should generally mean the same thing.
4. Proximity – The pronouns should normally refer to the closest eligible antecedent. Antecedent normally occur ealier in the sentence. Rarely, it may come shortly after the pronouns. However you should place antecedent first.
· After he dried his tears, Jack made a vow. 
5.  Case – The pronoun and antecedent should agree in case if they are in parallel structure. 
· A subject pronoun is one clause often refers to a noun in subject position in another parallel clause.
· In general subject nouns make string antecedent, even for somewhat distant pronoun. 
Right: Although the company has had increased revenues for years because of ITS well-designed product and ITS excellent management team, in the current economic climate IT may finally experience sales decline.
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· Modifier describes or “modifies” someone or something in the sentence.
Tired out from playing basketball, Charles decided to take a nap. ( Tired ….. described the noun Chalres)

Adjectives And Adverbs
· One word modifiers. 
· An Adjective modifies only a noun or a pronoun, whereas an Adverb modifies almost anything but noun. 
· An Adverb modifies a verb, describes an adjective, another adverb, a preposition, a phrase, or even whole clause.
The SMART students works QUICKLY (Adjective – smart modifies noun – student, Adverb – Quickly modifies verb – Work)
· Be sure not to use an adjective where an adverb is grammatically required and vice versa.
· Often, the GMAT provides two grammatically correct phrasing. These two phrasing do not mean the same thing. 
· Phrase – [ Adjective + Adjective + Noun ]
James Joyce is Max’s SUPPOSED Irish ancestor. 
· Phrase – [ Adverb + Adjective + Noun ]
Max’s grandmother is his SUPPOSEDLY Irish ancestor.
· Adjectives that have been observed alternating with their corresponding Adverbs (-ly) in released GMAT problems include –
Corresponding	Frequent	Independent	    Rare	Recent	Seeming	Separate   Significant    Supposed     Usual

Noun Modifier
· Phrases or clauses that modify nouns or pronouns are called Noun Modifier. And acts like long Adjectives.
· A noun used to modify another noun is called Appositive.
A LOVER of mice, my cat hunts night and day.
The cat, a TABBY raised on a farm, took a nap.
Position of Noun Modifier 
· Touch Rule – A NOUN and its MODIFIER should TOUCH each other.
· Misplaced Modifier - If the modifier is next to a different modifier.
Wrong: Jim biked along an old dirt road to get to his house, which cut through the woods. (Modifying Phrase – which cut through….meant to describe road and not house).
Right: To get to his house, Jim biked along an old dirt road, which cut through the woods.
· Dangling Modifier – If the noun we want to modify is not even in the sentence.
Wrong: Resigned to the bad news, there was no commotion is the office. (Modifier Resigned to the…should modify someone)
Right:  Resigned to the bad news, the office workers made no commotion.
· Verb Modifier – A present participle form (- Ing) are often made dangling, although they still need a noun subject that makes sense.
Wrong: Using the latest technology, the problem we identified OR The problem was identified, using latest technology.           Right: Using the latest technology, the engineer identified the problem
· Unlike noun modifier, verb modifier does not have to touch the subject.
· Avoid long sequence of modifiers that modify the same noun. Putting two long modifiers in a row before and after a noun can lead to awkward or incorrect phrasing. Refer to page87 for details. 

Watch Out For Possessives
· Just as possessive nouns are often dangerous with regards to pronouns reference, they are also dangerous in sentence with modifiers.
Wrong: Unskilled in complex math, Bill’s score on the exam was poor. (Modifier unskilled in complex…..should modify Bill. However modifier cannot reach inside the possessive form Bill’s and modify Bill. It is saying Bill’s score itself is unkilled in complex math). 
Right: Unskilled in complex math, Bill did not score well on the exam.

Noun Modifiers with Relative Pronouns
· Nouns often modified by Relative Pronouns – Which	That	Who	Whose	Whom		Where 	When
· Pronouns - Who and Whom must modify people
· Pronoun – Which must modify things
· According to GMAT, pronoun That cannot modify people.
Wrong: The Scientists THAT made the discovery were rewarded.
Right: The Scientists WHO made the discovery were rewarded.
· According to GMAT, Pronoun Whose can modify either people or things.
· Pronoun Which and Whom sometimes follow preposition: the canal through which water flows; the senator for whom we worked.
· Who is used as a subject of the verb in a relative clause, where as Whom is used as an object of a verb or of a preposition.
Wrong: The security guard WHO we met was nice.
Right: The security guard WHOM we met was nice.
· That or Whom can be dropped when the modified noun is the object of the modifying clause.
Right: The movie THAT we watched last Friday was scary.
Right: The movie we watched last Friday was scary.
· Pronoun Where can be used to modify a noun place, such as – Area, site, country or Nevada.
· Pronoun Where cannot modify a “metaphorical” place, such as – condition, situation, case, circumstances or arrangement. 
· Use in which in “metaphorical” place.
· Pronoun When can be used to modify a noun event or time, such as – period, age, 1987 or decade
· You can also use in which instead of When.

Essential Vs Non Essential Noun Modifier
· Essential Modifiers provide necessary information. Use essential modifier to identify noun (out of many possibilities) or to attach the modifier to the noun from that point onwards.
E.g.: The mansion PAINTED RED is owned by the Lees. (Modifier – painted red is essential to identify the mansion. Perhaps from other mansion on a street. What is owned by Lees, you would say The mansion pained in red)
· Non-Essential Modifiers provided extra information. This information is not need to identify the noun, since it is already identified in some other way.
E.g. This mansion, RECENTLY PAINTED RED, is owned by the Lees. ( Modifier – recently painted red is not required as we already know which mansion is under discussion because of the word this.)
· Put COMMAS between NON-ESSENTIAL modifiers and their nouns. Put NO COMMAS between ESSENTIAL modifier and their nouns.
· If there is a choice between which and that, then follow this general rule
· Use WHICH (and COMMAS) in the modifier is non-essential
· Use THAT (and NO COMMAS) if modifier is essential.
Non-Essential: This mansion, WHICH HAS BEEN RECENTLY PAINTED RED, is owned by the Lees.
Essential: The mansion THAT HAS BEEN RECENTLY PAINTED RED, is owned by the Lees.
· If there is no simple choice between Which and That (e.g when Which is used with preposition), obey the same COMMA rule.
· Other relative pronoun, such as Who, can be used in essential or in non-essential modifiers.
Verb Modifiers 
· These modifiers answer questions about the verb, such as “how”, “when”, “where”, “why” etc. Most basic verb modifier is Adverb.
· Make sure that verb modifier has sensible subject in the sentence.
Wrong: The Weight was lifted by concentrating. (Whoever lifted the weights should be in the sentence.)
· Verb modifier can be placed more freely than noun modifiers. However you should always place it so that it modifies the right verb, without ambiguity.
Which Vs the Present Participle –Ing
· Use Which only to refer to the noun immediately preceding it – never to refer to an entire clause.
Wrong: Crime has recently decreased in our neighborhood, WHICH has led to a rise in property values.  

Right: The recent decrease in crime in our neighborhood has led to rise in property values. (to correct wrong, turn the first though into noun phrase and make this phrase the subject of verb in the which clause eliminating which altogether.

Right: Crime has recently decreased in our neighborhood, leading to a rise in property values.( another way to correct is to use present participle)
· -Ing form is very flexible. It can modify nouns directly(e.g. changing seasons). It can also modify verbs and their subjects (e.g. I lifted the weights, whistling). It can modify the entire clause as above, as long as the entire clause converted into noun phrase could function as subject of the verb that is no –Ing form.
Modifiers : Exceptions to the  Touch Rule
· In general noun modifiers should touch their nouns. However there are few exceptions.
1. A mission-critical modifiers falls between.
· This modifier is often an Of-phrase that defines the noun. The less important modifier refers to the noun plus the first modifier.
Right: He had a way OF DODGING OPPONENTS that impressed the scouts. 
· Here – mission-critical modifier of dodging opponents defines the noun way.  Without the modifier the noun is almost meaningless. 
· In turn, the modifier that impressed the scouts modifies the entire noun phrase a way of dodging opponents. 
Wrong: He had a way that impressed the scouts OF DODGING OPPONENTS that impressed the scouts. ( nonsensical)
Best: His way OF DODGING OPPONENTS impressed the scouts
·  Another example – 
Right: An ice sheet covers 80 percent OF THE SURFACE OF GREENLAND, an area roughly the size of Alaska.
· Here modifier an area roughly the size of Alaska modifies not Greenland but the entire clause 80% of the  …. Mission-critical modifier of the surface of Greenland is required.
2.  A very short predicate falls between, shifting a very long modifier back.
· Right: A new CEO has been hired who will transform the company by decentralizing authority to various division heads while increasing their accountability through the use of public scorecard. ( Predicate – has been hired is need and can not change the position).
3. A short non-essential phrase intervenes and is set of by commas
· Right: Out system of Presidential elections favors states, such as Delaware, that by population are over-represented in the Electoral College.
· A short phrase such as Delaware sneaks between the noun state and its modifier that by population …..There is no logical place to put this phrase.
4. A modifier is a part of a series of parallel modifiers, one of which touches the noun.
· Right: In heraldry, the term “tincture: refers to a color emblazoned on a coat of arms and labeled with a special French work.
· Second modifier, labeled with a special French word is not positioned right next to the noun color. However this modifier is in parallel construction with another modifier emblazoned on a coat…that is positioned right next to the noun color. The second modifier is considered well placed.
Possessive Nuances 
· You should not choose OF X’s on the GMAT. Choose either the form OF X or form X’s.
· Try to steer clear of the plural possessive form(-s’).
· The reason - 
· You cannot easily modify the noun that in possessive.
· With possessive you cannot express a relationship other than of.
· The plural possessive can easily be misread.
· Wrong: The orca, a relative of the blue whale’s, is found throughout the globe.
· Right: The orca, a relative of the blue whale, is found throughout the globe.
Subgroup Modifiers
· When you want to describe a part of a larger group with a modifier, use one of the following three Subgroup Modifier construction.
· Right: This model explains all known subatomic particles, SOME OF WHICH WERE only recently discovered.
· Right: This model explains all known subatomic particles, SOME OF THEM only recently discovered.
· Right: This model explains all known subatomic particles, SOME only recently discovered.
· Notice that only which construction has working verb (were).
· In place of SOME you can substitute the other SANAM pronouns as well as many, each either, neither, half, one and any number or pronoun that picks out a subgroup.
More on Relative Clause Vs Participle
· In many cases, relative clause (a clause headed by relative pronoun) and a present participle modifier are practically interchangeable.
· Right: The man WHO IS CLEANING the steps is my uncle.
· Right: The man CLEANING steps is my uncle.
· Present participles get their tense from the main verb in the sentence.
· Past: I SAW a man CLEANING the steps. ( cleaning takes place in the past)
· Present: I SEE a man CLEANING the steps. ( cleaning takes place in the present)
· Future: I WILL SEE a man CLEANING the steps. ( cleaning takes place in the future)
· If you want to cleaning to take place at a different time from the seeing, then use the relative clause, not the present participle.
· Wrong: I SEE a man CLEANING the steps yesterday.
· Right: I SEE a man WHO CLEANED the steps yesterday.

Absolute Phrase
· Absolute phrases are composed of a noun plus a noun modifier. These phrases do not have to modify what they tough; rather, they modify the clause in some way.
· Right: His head high, Owen walked out of the store. 
· Absolute phrase – his head held high is composed of a noun(His Head) and a noun modifier (help high) that describes the noun. The phrase describes how Owen walked out of the store. This is phrase acts as verb modifier.
· This is not appositive noun modifier. We are not placing His head held high next to Owen to equate them. Moreover we can move this phrase anywhere in the sentence.
· Right: Owen walked out of the store, his head held high.
· Right: Owen walked out of the store with his head held high.
· Another Example –
· Right: Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, results that suggest the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago.
· Absolution phrase, results that suggest …, is composed of the noun results and the noun modifier that suggest …years ago.
· Notice that noun results does not modify world, closest noun to the main clause. Noun results refers to either high level of…or act of finding these level.
· Absolute phrase construction gives a way to link second sentence to first.
· Remember never use which to do so.. Which refers to the noun just before it.
· Wrong: Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, which suggest the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago.
· GMAT does not like this or that by themselves since these pronouns have vague antecedent.
· Another way to refer to the whole previous clause and indicate the result of that clause is using –Ing form placed after comma.
· Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, SUGGESTING the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago.
· At the end of sentence, either an –Ing form or an absolute phrase can indicate a result of the preceding clause.
· To form an absolute phrase at the end of a sentence, you can also use dash (-).
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· Verb Tense – indicates when the action of the verb takes place.
· Verb Mood – indicates what writer believes about, or wants to do with, the action. Two moods tested Indicative and Subjunctive.
· Indicative – Most verbs are in indicative mood, which describe knowledge or belief.
·  Subjunctive – Verbs in subjunctive mood express suggestions, desire, or hypothetical events.
· Verb Voice – indicates who or what is doing the action. Voice – Active and Passive voice Tested on GMAT.
Simple Tense
· Often used to express “eternal” state or frequent events. Generally GMAT prefers simple tense unless sentence clearly requires more complex tense.
· Simple Present – Sandy PLAYS well with her friends.
· Simple Past – Sandy PLAYED well with her friends yesterday
· Simple Future – Sandy WILL PLAY well with her friends tomorrow.
Progressive Tense
· To emphasize the ongoing nature of a action. Use verb To BE and past participle (-Ing form).
· Present Progressive – Indicates action happing right now whether the sentence contains word right now or not.
· Sandy IS PLAYING soccer.
· Do not use present progressive for general definition 
· In GMAT, do not use present progressive to indicate future action, Instead Simple Future.
· Wrong: Martine IS MEETING Harvey for lunch tomorrow. ( Right – WILL MEET)
· Past Progressive – Sandy WAS PLAYING soccer.
· Future Progressive – Sandy WILL BE PLAYING soccer tomorrow.
Keep Verb Tense Consistent 
· Sentence with more than one action do not necessarily require more than one verb tense.
She WALKED to the school in the morning and ran home in the afternoon (Simple Past)
She WALKS to the school in the morning and RUNS home in the afternoon (Simple Present)
She WILL WALK to the school in the morning and RUN home in the afternoon (Simple future. RUN is understood as will run. Parallelism)
· However, some sentences with more than one action do require to switch the verb.
 	He IS thinner now because he SPENT last six months on a strict diet. (Simple Present + Simple Past)
She WAS playing with her friends with the babysitter ARRIVED. ( Past Progressive + Simple Past) 
              Action was playing takes place in background and Arrived is the interrupting foreground.
She PLAYED with her friends when the baby sitter ARRIVED. (Simple Past + Simple Past). 
              Both the actions express equal level of importance. 
Perfect Tense 
	Actions in some sentence involved more complex time sequences then can be expressed in simple and progressive tenses.
	Present Perfect and Past Perfect.
Present Perfect: Still in Effect
· Use Present Perfect for the action that stared in past but continues into the present or remain true in future.
PRESENT PERFECT = HAVE/HAS = Past Participle.
Right:  We HAVE LIVED in a hut for three days. (Started living three days ago and still living)							           Right : WE LIVED in a hut for three days (no longer living)
· Sometimes it means the action is definitely over but its effect is still relevant to present moment. 
· If you use SINCE, Present Prefect used to indicate continues action of effect.
· Wrong: Since 1986 no on BROKE that record. 
· Right: Since 1986 no one HAS BEOKEN that record.
· The idea of completed action can be used simply to place Present Perfect action earlier than another action in –Ing form, infinitive or subordinate clause.
· Right: She WILL PAY you when you ASK her. (time of pay = time you [will] ask her. Note future will is often dropped in subordinate clause).
· Right: She WILL PAY you when you HAVE TAKEN out the garbage. (time of pay is LATER than future time of have taken)
· To summarize, Present Perfect indicates either continued action or continued effect of a completed action.


Past Perfect
· Two actions in a sentence occurred at at different time in the past, we often use Past Perfect tense for the earlier action and Simple Past for later action
PAST PERFECT = HAD + Past  Participle
Right: The film HAD STARTED by the time we ARRIVED at the theatre.
Right: The teacher THOUGH that Jimmy HAD CHEATED on the exams. 
· Note that we do not always use Past Perfect for earlier action. You should use Past Perfect to clarify or emphasize a sequence of past events.  
Simple Past: An asteroid STRUCK the earth millions of years ago.
· If the sequence is already obvious, then we do not need Past Perfect
Right: Antonio DRIVE to the store and BOUGHT some ice cream. 
Use Prefect Tense: Only When Necessary 
· Do not use perfect tense when simple tense will do

Tense Sequence 
Scientist: “The supercollider IS ready, it DID not COST too much, and it WILL PROVIDE new insights into the workings of the universe.
Report:  The scientist announced that the supercollider WAS ready, that it HAD not COST too much, and it WOULD PROVIDE new insights into the workings of the new universe.

· Conditional Tense – if formed by combining would with the base form of the verb. The helping verb would express the future form of the past’s point of view.
· Avoid mixing Present Tense with Conditional Tense.
Right: The scientist BELIEVES that the machine WILL BE Wonderful.      									 	               
     Present			     Future
Right: The scientist BELIEVED that the machine WOULD BE Wonderful. ( Past and Conditional)
Wrong: The scientist BELIEVES that the machine WOULD BE Wonderful. (Present and Conditional)       				
Wrong: The scientist BELIEVED that the machine WILL BE Wonderful. (Past and Future)       				
The Subjunctive Mood 
· In English, most sentences express facts with the Indicative Mood ot commands with the Imperative Mood. Subjunctive mood is used in special situations
· Hypothetical Subjunctive - Unlikely of unreal conditions (usually after if, as if, as though or similar words) 
E.g.: To overcome my fear of germs, I will think about disease as though it WERE harmless.
Speaker does not believe that the disease IS actually harmless. WERE is used
· Command Subjunctive - Proposals, desires, and request formed with certain verbs and the word that. – 
 If ….. The Constructions 
· Sentence that use word if do not always use the hypothetical subjunctive.
Right: If you study diligently, [THEN] you will score highly. (note- actual word then is always omitted)
Right: You will score highly IF you study diligently.
1. General Rule with no uncertainty – IF Present, THEN Present
IF Sophie EATS pizza, THEN she BECOMES ill. 
2.  General Rule with some certainty – IF Present, THEN Can Or May
 Sophie EATS pizza, THEN she MAY BECOME ill. 
3. Particular Case ( in the future) with no uncertainty – IF Present, THEN Future
IF Sophie EATS pizza tomorrow, THEN she WILL BECOME ill 
4. Unlikely Case ( in the future) -  IF Hypothetical Subjunctive, THEN Conditional 
IF Sophie ATE pizza tomorrow, THEN she WOULD BECOME ill. (Writer thinks that Sophie is unlikely to eat pizza tomorrow. The Conditional Tense (would) shows the hypothetical result of unlikely or untrue condition. Could can be used to indicate improbability as well.
5. Case that Nerver Happened (in Past) – IF Past Perfect , THEN Conditional Perfect
IF Sophie HAD EATEN pizza yesterday, THEN she WOULD HAVE BECOME ill. 
6. Helping verbs would and should should NEVER go in the if part of the sentence.

Command Subjunctive 
Command Subjunctive is used with certain Bossy Verbs (Tell people to do things), such as require, or propose.
	E.g.: The agency REQUIRED that Gary BE ready before noon. (BE- Command Subjunctive mood)
	E.g.: We PROPOSE that school board DISBAND. (DISBAND - Command Subjunctive mood)

	BE ready before noon, Gary !           This form is also known as Bare Form of the verb: the infinitive (to be, to disband) without no.
	DISBAND, school board !   
· Bare Form – is a Simple Present, with two important exceptions 
1. The is no –S on the end of third person singular ( that the school board DISBAND, not DISBANDS)
2. The form of verb to be is always just be, not is, are or am.
· The Subjunctive Construct with bossy Verb is always as – 
      Bossy Verb + THAT + subject + Command Subjunctive.
    We PROPOSE THAT the school board DISBAND.
    Following construction are always checked on the GMAT
Wrong:  We PROPOSE the school board DISBAND. (That is not optional)
Wrong:  We PROPOSE THAT the school board DISBANDS.
Wrong:  We PROPOSE THAT the school board IS TO DISBAND.
Wrong:  We PROPOSE THAT the school board WILL DISBAND.
Wrong:  We PROPOSE THAT the school board SHOULD DISBAND.
· What makes Command Subjunctive complicated that not every Bossy Verb uses the Command Subjunctive.
· Some of the Bossy verbs such as Want, you cannot use Command Subjunctive, but rather infinitive ( to + bare form)
Right: The vice-president WANTS her TO GO to the retreat.
Wrong: The vice-president WANTS THAT she GO to the retreat.
1. Command Verbs that take ONLY the Command Subjunctive – 
demand, dictate, insist, mandate, propose, recommend, request, stipulate, suggest
We demand THAT HE BE here.
2. Verbs that take ONLY the Infinitive – advice, allow, forbid, persuade, want.
We allow HIM TO BE here. 
3. Verbs that take EITHER the Command Subjunctive OR the Infinitive –
Ask, beg, intend, order, prefer, urge, require ( Pay particular attention to require).
We require THAT HE BE here. 	OR	We require HIM TO BE here.
4. Few Bossy Verbs, most notable prohibit, take other construction altogether.
Right: The agency PROHIBITED Gary FROM WORKING on weekends. 
5. Command Subjunctive can also be used with nouns derived from Bossy Verbs – a demand or a request.
Right: His demand THAT he BE paid full severance was not met. 
6. Also Command Subjunctive is possible with It is X, in which X is an adjective. Though less testing on the GMAT.
Essential    advisable	   desirable	fitting	   imperative	  important	mandatory	necessary	preferable	urgent	     vital
Right: It is essential THAT Gary BE ready before noon.
7. Avoid use of Command Subjunctive after whether. This usage is old fashioned. 
Worng: I like ice cream, WHETHER it BE chocolate, vanilla, or any other flavor.
Right: I like ice cream, WHETHER it IS chocolate, vanilla, or any other flavor.
Active Vs Passive Voice 
· In Active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action.
· In Passive voice, the subject of the sentence has an action performed on it by someone or something else.
Active: The hungry student ATE the pizza.
Passive: The pizza WAS EATEN by the hungry students.
· Do not use other verbs besides be, such as get to form the passive voice.
Wrong: The pizza GOT EATEN by the hungry students.  
Wrong: The pizza MUST GET EATEN today.  
· GMAT prefers brevity and simplicity, so avoid answers with passive voice when it contributes to unnecessary wordiness or confusion.
· Only Transitive verbs (verbs that takes direct objects) can be written in the passive voice.
Wrong: The aliens WERE ARRIVED on Neptune in the 20th century.
Right: The aliens ARRIVED on on Neptune in the 20th century.
· Passive voice is required when the emphasis is not on the person who of doing the action.
Right: during this operation, new blood vessels are inserted, bypassing blockages. (Person performing the action is not important)
· Passive voice is also required when non-underlined portion os the sentence contains the person or agent performing the action preceded by the word By.
Wrong: The shuttle launch seen around the world by people of all ages, all races, and all religions. (This sentence is missing verb and therefore is a fragment. Because the people who are seeing the launch are mentioned at the end of the sentence, preceded by)
Right: The shuttle launch WAS seen around the world by people of all ages, all races, and all religions.
Helping Verbs 
· The three primary helping verbs are BE, DO and HAVE.
· BE – generated the progressive tense and the passibe voice.
· HAVE – generates perfect tenses
· DO – used in simple Present or Past to negate verbs ( I do not like eggs).
· You can use the helping verbs to stand for longer verbs or verb phrases.
· Wordy – I have never seen an aardvark, but my father has seen an aardvark.
· Better – I have never seen an aardvark, but my father HAS.
· The first instance of the verb should usually match the helping verb in tense. If you need to change the tense, repeat the whole verb in the new tense.
· Wrong – I have never seen an aardvark, but my father DID.
· Right – I have never seen an aardvark, but my father saw one.
· In the rare cases in which tenses do not need to match, the exact verb form missing after the helping verb should be present elsewhere in the sentence.
· Wrong – Our cars were designed to inspire envy, and they ARE. 
· Right – Our cars were designed to inspire envy, and they DO.
· Note that the helping verbs be, do, have stand for positive form of verb phrase, even if the full verb phrase is expressed elsewhere in the sentence is negative. Use be, do, have in this way only if you mean the positive form of the verb.
· Right – Some people do not eat soup, but other DO. (=do eat soup)
· Right – Some people do not eat soup as other DO. (=do eat soup)
· In addition to these three helping verbs, there are Model Helping Verbs. These verbs should not be used interchangeably.
· Can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will and sould 
Verbals:
· Verbals are verb forms used as adjective, adverbs and nouns
· Infinitives: to watch, to through, to see
· May serve as noun, adjective, or adverbs.
· Noun: I love TO SWIM. ( To swim is the object of the verb love)
· Adjective: The person TO MEET is here. ( To meet modifies the noun person)
· Adverb: Sue paused TO EAT lunch. (To eat modified the verb paused)
· Last example in order to can also be used and is not considered too words.
·  Right: The contractors demolished the building TO KEEP it from falling down accidently. (Subject of the main verb demolished is noun contractor, which is also a subject of infinitive to keep, which expresses the purpose of demolition. The object it refers to building.)
· Wrong: The building was demolished TO AVOID falling down accidently. (Subject of the main verb demolished is noun building, which is also implied subject of infinitive to keep. However building cannot avoid something. Nonsensical sentence.) 
· Right: The building was demolished TO KEEP IT from falling down accidently.
· Infinitives can also be used as nouns , but are not very noun like.
· Infinitives can also be used as subject of verbs, but you should postpone as infinitive subject using a placeholder IT.
· Awkward:  TO ERR is human.
· Right: IT is human TO ERR.
· Gerunds: watching, throwing, seeing (used as nouns)
· Are –ING form used as nouns.
· Can be used as object of the verb, subject of the verb and object as prepositions
· Subject of verb: SWIMMING is fun. (Swimming is the subject of is).
· Object of verb: I love SWIMMING. (Swimming is the object of love).
· Object of preposition: I dream if SWIMMING. (Swimming is the object of of).
· Do not make simple gerund parallel to complex gerund.
· Do not create complex gerund if more familiar action noun already exists. The quick consumption of apples is better than the quick eating of apples.
· A noun preceding a gerund must be in the possessive case if the noun is a doer of the action described by the gerund.
· Wrong: Mike SWIMMING is product of new coaching techniques.
· Right: Mike’s SWIMMING is product of new coaching techniques.
· Try to avoid possessing gerund, but id you have to use personal pronouns such as Its, Their, His or Her.

· Participles
· Present participles are –Ing form used to modify nouns, verbs, or even whole clause. There are four “-Ing Dynasty”
· Verb (Progressive Tense): She is FIXING the faucet.
· Noun (Gerund): FIXING the faucet is not fun.
· Adjective (Present Participle): The person FIXING the faucet is tired.
· Advert (Present Participle): She crouched under the sink, FIXING the faucet.
· Past Participle is typically used as part of perfect-tense or as a adjective.
· Verb (Perfect tense): She has BROKEN the lamp.
· Adjective (Present Participle): The BROKEN lamp is on the stairs.
· An –Ing form may be combined with a past participle: Having broken the lamp, she has been worrying all the night.
When to use Which Verbal or Verb
· Note the difference between using a present participle and used an infinitive at the end of a sentence.
· Present Participle: Investors sold the shock rapidly, CAUSING panic. (Expressed result, know nothing about intention)
· Infinitive: Investors sold the shock rapidly TO CAUSE panic. (Expressed intention, know nothing about result)
· Note the difference between present participle and infinitive to modify a noun.
· Present participle: A technique ALLIVATING pain is growing popular.  (Indicate – technique itself alleviates pain. In other words
· Relative clause: A technique THAT ALLIVATING pain is growing popular.   (technique is meant to be subject of action alleviate. )
· Infinitive: A technique TO ALLIVATE pain is growing popular. (you can alleviate pain by means of this technique. In other words technique is not meant to be the subject of action alleviate.)
More on Like and AS
· Like means “similar to” or “in a manner similar to”.
· A prepositional phrase with like can modify a noun or a verb creating a comparison. Remember only noun can follow like.
· AS – is either a conjunction or a preposition, depending on the context.
· Conjunction As appears with clause has three uses – 
· Duration As: AS I strolled to the store, I smelled the air.(= while, during)
· Causation As: I will not tell you, AS you already know. (= since because)
· Comparison As: You should walk AS she wants you to. (=in the same way) Most important on GMAT,
· Sometimes appears together with just, so, or even so too.
· Right: JUST AS the trains were late yesterday, the busses are late today.
· Right: JUST AS the trains were late yesterday, SO TOO are they late today
· Comparison AS can also appear with phrases, rather than full clause.
· Right: AS in the previous case, the judge took an early break.
· Prepostion As used with noun or noun phrase. It has three uses – 
· Function As: AS you leader, I am in charge. (= in the role of)
· Equation As: I think of you AS my friend. (= you are my friend)
· Stage As: As a child, I thought I could fly. (= when I was)
· In any of these prepositional senses, AS does not mean “similar to”
· Right: I will jump LIKE a clown. (= in a clownish manner)
· Right: I will jump AS a clown. (=in a clown suit)
· The structure as…as…. Creates a comparison. 
· First as is followed by an adjective or adverb.
· Second as is followed by a noun, phrase, or even a while clause.
· Right: They are AS hungry AS you.
· Right: They are AS hungry AS you are.
· Right: They are AS hungry AS you were last night.
· Do not use like to introduce examples. Instead, use the phrase such as.
Numbers in Comparison
· If you want to relate quantity by multiplication, use times and as…as..together.
· Right: The man is FIVE TIMES AS OLD AS his grandson. ( man’s age = 5 x grandson’s age)
· Wrong:  The man is FIVE TIMES OLDER THAN his grandson. ( = six times)
· Use times without as or than to indicate direct multiplication.
· Right: The cost of a ticket is $12, SIX TIMES the cost ten years ago.
· The concert was attended by 300 people, TWICE the previous attendance.
· If you want to relate tow quantities by addition or subtraction, use more than or less than.
· Right: I am 10 years OLDER THAN you.
· Wrong: I am 10 years AS OLD AS you. 
· Words more and less can be used as nouns ( or pronouns), adjectives, or adverbs.
·  I own MORE THAN I should. ( more = noun/pronoun)
· I own MORE SHIRTS THAN I should. ( more= adjective)
· I sleep MORE THAN I should. ( more= adverb)
· In numerical comparison, words high, low as well as higher and lower, should only be used as adjectives.
· Right: My bills are LOWER than they were last year. 
· Wrong: I spend LOWER than I did last year
· Right: I spend LESS than I did last year
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· The most important comparison signals are Like, Unlike, As and Than. If you see then stop and find the two items being compared.
Other Comparison Signals
like 		as 				more than 	as much as				faster than 		as fast as
unlike 		as (adj.) as			less than 	as little as				different from	the same as
in contract to/with

Like vs. As
· Like must be followed by Noun, pronouns or noun clause.
Right: LIKE her brother, AVA aced the test.( Like followed by a noun phrase her brother).
· Never put a prepositional phrase after like ( A clause that contains a working verb, one that can be a main verb in the sentence)
· As can be either preposition (appearing with noun) or a conjunction (appearing with clause)
· Like can be followed by Gerunds (-Ing form of nouns): LIKE swimming, skiing is great experience
· Like cannot be used to compare to clauses. As should be used instead. 
Wrong: LIKE her brother DID, Ava aced the test. (her brother did forms a clause (did is working verb), as must be used instead)
Right: As her brother DID, Ava aced the test
Keep Comparison Parallel
· Comparison must be logically parallel. That is, they must compare similar things
Wrong: Frank’s build, LIKE his brother, is broad (Comparing Frank’s build with his brother)
Right: Frank’s build, LIKE his brother’s, is broad and muscular. (no need to repeat word – build, it is implied).
Right: Frank’s build, LIKE THAT OF his brother, is broad and muscular. (Frank’s toes, LIKE THOSE….)
· Comparison must be structurally parallel. That is, they must have a similar grammatical structure. 
Wrong: I like to run through forest more than I enjoy walking though the crowds.
Right: I like running through forest more than I enjoy walking though the crowds.
Omitted Words
· Words can be omitted in second part of a comparison. Possessive nouns provide one opportunity.
My car is bigger than Brian’s [car]			My toes are longer than Brian’s [toes]
· You can also omit units, verbs and even whole clause from second term, as long as there is no ambiguity.
Whereas I drink 2 quarts of milk a day, my friend drink [quarts]
I walk faster than Brian [walk]
I walk as fast as now as [I walked] when I was younger
· You should put in omitted words or appropriate Helping Verbs (such as be, do , and have) only if you need to remove ambiguity.
Right: Vishal  eats more carrots than donuts (donuts must be the object)
Wrong: Vishal eats more carrots than HE DOES donuts.
· GMAT, occasionally allows unnecessary Helping verbs
 Right: Apples are more healthy to eat than caramels.
Right: Apples are more healthy to eat than caramels ARE
Comparative and Superlative Forms
· When comparing two things, use comparative form of adjective or adverb. 
· When comparing more than two things, use superlative form of adjective or adverb.
· Do not compare adverb that ends in –ly by changing the ending in –er. This error is common in speech. Instead add more.
Wrong: Adrian runs QUICKLY. HE runs QUICKER than Jacob.
Right: Adrian runs QUICKLY. HE runs more QUICKLY than Jacob.
· Some adverbs that do not end in –ly are made into comparative by adding –er.
Right: Adrian runs FAST. HE runs FASTER than Jacob.
· Do not use comparative adjective unless you have a than in the sentence. Always use than with comparative form.
Wrong: I will have higher bills OVER last year.
Right: I will have higher bills THAN last year.
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Connecting Verbs
· In order for phrases and clauses to combine into a complex. Grammatical sentence, they mused be linked together in the proper way with certain Connecting Words.
· A comma is not enough to join two main clauses. A sentence which violates this rule is called Run-On sentence.
Wrong: I need to relax, I have so many things to do !  ( Run on sentence)
Right: I need to relax, But I have so many things to do !
·  The conjunctions and, but, and or are very common connecting words. These three words, along with for, nor, yet, and so are called Coordinating Conjunctions.
· Together with comma, a coordinating conjunction can link main clauses to form grammatical sentence. 
· Whenever you see an and after a comma, check for two possibilities.
· i) A list ( apples, grapes, AND pears)   ii) OR two main clauses ( I like apples, AND she likes grapes)
· The GMAT will occasionally create a mix-up sentence.
· Wrong: The term “Eureka” meaning “I have found it” in ancient Greek and famously uttered by Archimedes, AND ever since then, scientists have exclaimed the same word upon making important discoveries.
· Right: The term “Eureka” meaning “I have found it” in ancient Greek WAS famously uttered by Archimedes, AND ever since then, scientists have exclaimed the same word upon making important discoveries.
· Subordinators are another kind of connecting word. Subordinators, such as because and although, create subordinate clauses, which can in turn attached to a main clause with a comma.
· Comma + Coordinating Conjunction as a neutral referee that allow two main clause to co-exist peacefully as equals.
· A Subordinator, on other hand, is decidedly partisan: it achieves harmony within a sentence by reducing one of the clauses to a subordinate clause.
· Use only one connecting word at once.
· Coordinating Conjunctions: For 	And	Nor	But	Or	Yet	So
· Subordinators: Although	Because	Before		After	  Since       When     If      Unless	That	Though	While
Connecting Punctuation
· Comma(,)		Semicolon(;)		Colon(:)		Dash(-)


· Comma
· Do not use comma before and to separate two verbs that have the same verb. Either eliminate the comma ot ass subject to second verb, creating second main clause.
· Wrong: Earl walked to school, AND later ate his lunch.
· Right: Earl walked to school AND later ate his lunch.
· Earl walked to school, AND HE later ate his lunce.
· Comma cannot connect two complete sentences ( main clauses).
· Semicolon
· Connect two closely related statements. Each statement must be able to stand alone as an independent sentence.
· Right: Earl walked to school; he later ate his lunch.

· Wrong: Andrew and Lisa are inseparable; doing everything together.
· Right Andrew and Lisa are inseparable; they do everything together.
 
· Right: The dam has created dead zones, WHERE fish have disappeared. (=fish  in the dead zone)
· Wrong: The dam has created dead zones; fish have disappeared. (= fish all over the world)
· A semicolon is often followed by a conjunctive Adverb or other transition expression such as however, therefore, or in addition. Note that these transitional elements are not true conjunctions like AND. As result you must use semicolon not commas, to join the sentences. 
· Wrong: Andrew and Lisa are inseparable, THEREFORE, we never see them apart.
· Right: Andrew and Lisa are inseparable; THEREFORE, we never see them apart.
· A minor use of semicolon is to separate items that themselves contain commas
· Wrong: I listen to Earth, Wind & Fire, Wow, Owls, and Blood, Sweat & Tears.
· Right: I listen to Earth, Wind & Fire; Wow, Owls; and Blood, Sweat &Ttears.
· Colon 
· Provides further explanation for what comes before it. 
· You should be able to insert words namely or the phrase that is after the colon.
· Wrong: I like listening to: classical, rock, rap, and pop music.
· Right: I like listening to many kinds of music: classical, rock, rap, and pop.
· You can put a main clause after a colon as well. But the clause must explain what precedes the colon – perhaps the entire preceding clause.
· Do not confuse the semicolon (;) with colon (:). Semicolon connects two related independent clauses, but the second does not necessarily explain the first. In contract colon connects a sentence with further explanation.
· Dash
· Use can use dash as an emphatic comma, semicolon, or colon.
· Right: By Janauary 2, 2000, the so called “”Y@K problem” was already widely considered a joke – although the reason for non-event was the huge corporate and government investments in prior countermeasures.
· You should use dash to separate appositive from an item in a list
· Right: My three best friends – Danny, Jimmy, and Joey – and I went skiing.
· Can use to restate or explain earlier part of the sentence. Unlike colon dash does not need to be immediately preceded by the part needing explanation.
· Right: Post-MBA compensation for investment bankers tend to surge far ahead of management consultants – by ten, if not by thousands of dollars a year. (The phrase after dash (by tens ….a year) explains the word far in the phrase far ahead. In comparison, a colon would not work so well here.)
Quantity
· Rule 1: words used for countable VS uncountable things –
·  Some nouns in English are countable. E.g. – hat(s), feeling(s), and person/people.
· Some nouns are uncountable. E.g. – patience, water, and furniture.
· If not sure, perform the counting test.
· For hat: one hat, two hats, three hats… This works. Hat is countable.
· For patience: one patience, two patiences (?). Does not work…Patience is uncountable. 
Countable 						Uncountable
MANY hats						MUCH patience
NOT MANY hats						NOT MUCG patience
FEW hats							LITTLE patience
FEWER hats						LESS patience
NUMBER of hats						AMOUNT patience
FEWER THAN 10 hats					LESS THAN a certain AMOUNT of patience
NUMEROUS hats						GREAT patience
MORE NUMEROUS hats					GREATER patience

· More, most, enough, and all work with both countable( plural) and uncountable (singular) nouns
· More hats, Most people, Enough hats, All people
· More patience, Most furniture, Enough patience, All furniture.
· Do not use less with countable nouns.
· Wrong: Ten items or less. 			Right: Ten items or fewer. 
· Wrong: There were LESS Numidian kings than Roman emperors.
· Right: There were FEWER Numidian kings than Roman emperors.
· Careful with unit nouns – 
· Dollars and Gallons are countable.
· Money and Volume are uncountable. ( You can count money but you cannot count noun money)
· Right: We have LESS than 20 dollars.
· Wrong: We have FEWER than 20 dollars. ( = actualy piece of paper is less than $20)
· Rule 2: Words used to relate two things VS word used to relate three or more things
· Use comparative form of adjective and adverbs (better, worse, less, more) to compare two 2 things or people.
· Use superlative form (best, worst, most, least) to compare 3 or more things or people.
· Use BETWEEN to compare 2 things.
· Use AMOUNG to compare 3 or more things.
· Rule 3: The Number or Number Of VS A Number or The Number Of
· The number of is singular and A number of is plural
·  The numbers is almost always incorrect. Stick to the expression the number of.
· However, numbers is possible when you wish to make a comparison, use greater than, not more than ( which might imply that the quantity of numbers is larger, not the numbers themselves.). 
· Wrong: The rare Montauk beaked griffin is not extinct; its NUMBERS are not suspected to be much MORE than before.
· Right: The rare Montauk beaked griffin is not extinct; its NUMBERS are not suspected to be much GREATER than before.
· Rule 4: Increase and Decrease VS  Greater and Less
· Increase and Decrease express the change of one thing over time.
· Greater and Less signal a comparison between two things.
· Right: The price of silver INCREASED by ten dollars.
· Right: The price of silver is 5 dollars GREATER than the price of copper.
 
· Wrong:  The price of silver FELL by a more than 35% DECREASE. ( Decrease already includes a notion of falling or lowering).
· Right: The price of silver DECREASES by more than 35%.
· Right: The price of silver FELL by more than 35%.

· 
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