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· Premises + Assumption = Conclusion
· Premises 
· STATED, pieces of information or evidence that support the given conclusion
· May be facts, opinions, or claims. If opinions, or claims, they will not be overall claim that the author is making; rather intermediate claim author is using to support the overall claim (conclusion).
· Assumption
·  UNSTAED parts of arguments that are necessary to reach the given conclusion. 
· Conclusion
· Main point of the argument, logically supported by assumption and premises.
· In the form of opinion or a claim
· Comes last logically but not necessarily appear last in the text of the argument.
· Finding the Conclusion
· Read the question first before reading any new critical reasoning problem.
Type A : Question contains the conclusion
Type B : Question hints at the conclusion in the argument
Type C : Argument contains as obvious conclusion.
· Common Signal Words for Argument parts
· Conclusion of an argument is often preceded by certain signals words – 
Therefore			As a result			Suggest			Indicate			Accordingly		So
Consequently 		Thus		       		Hence				It follows that
· Conclusion is also signaled by their store tone, often marked by “opinion” words such as Should (“This law should be enacted..).
· Premises are signaled by words – 
Since			Due to 			As a result of			Because		Given that 			As
· Alternate Way To Find the Conclusion
· First: Identify the claims – 
· Distinguish between claims from facts, which can be proven true
· Claims often contains one or more of following type – 
· Predict the Future – Look out of the verbs or verb construction that are in future tense. 
E.g. will, should, can be expected to, could result in, are likely to etc. 
Most statements that takes place in future ar claims.
· Subjunctive Opinions – 
· Anything that expresses an opinion is likely to be claim. 
· Similarly anything that can not be proven, only argued is likely to be claim
· Cause and Effect – 
· Cause and effect are signaled by number of key words – 
 If X happens, then Y happens. 
As a result of or because of or since X, Y will happen.
X happens, so Y will happen.
· Second: Use the “Therefore” Test
· The conclusion of an agrument is a FINAL claim. In other words every other claim leads to the conclusion, which is logically last in the sequesce of events.
·  IF you have two claims, ask: Does X leads to Y or Y leads to X ?. Apply Therefore test – 
“X, therefore Y” If this words Y is the conclusion.
“Y, therefore X.” If this words X is the conclusion.
· Use Therefore test only if the question does not tell you what is the conclusion is or does not give you keywords from the argument that point to the conclusion.
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· Four Major types of Critical reasoning questions on GAMT - 
1. Find Assumption
2. Draw Conclusion
3. Strengthen the Conclusion
4. Weaken the Conclusion.

· “EXCEPT” Questions 
Sometimes GMAT will make question more complex by using the word EXCEPT. This is not a new question type.
· In order to clarify the question stem, rephrase the EXCEPT statement into question, inserting the word “NOT” and eliminating the word “EXCEPT”.
· Each of the following helps to explain event X EXCEPT : 
· Rephrase – Which one does NOT explain event X ? 
· Each one of the following weakens the conclusion EXCEPT:
·  Rephrase – Which one does not weaken the conclusion?
· Each one of the following strengthen the conclusion EXCEPT:
·  Rephrase – Which one does not strengthen the conclusion?
· Each one of the following makes the argument logically correct EXCEPT:
·  Rephrase – Which one does not make the argument logically correct?
· “Fill in the Blank” Questions – This is not a new question type, simple disguised version of the above types of questions
· Boundary words in the Argument 
Boundary words or phrases narrow/limit the scope of a premise.
Premise:  The percentage of literate adults has increased. (Percentage limits the scope, restricts the meaning to percentage as opposed to actual number).
Conclusion: Controversial speech should be allowed, provided it does not incite major violence. (Provided it does not incite major violence – limits the scope to some type of controversial speeches as opposed to all type. Major limits the violence as opposed to any violence).
· Extreme words in the Argument 
Extreme words such as always, never, all and none are opposite of boundary words. They make argument very borad or far-reaching.
Conclusion: Sugar is never healthy for anyone trying to lose weight. (never opens up this argument, placing no limitation on the claim that sugar is unhealthy.)
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· Assumption serves as necessary gap between the premises and conclusion.
· Close Ties to the Conclusion – 
· You should look assumption to – 
· Bridge the Gap between any premise and the conclusion and 
· Support/strength/validate the conclusion.
· Negating an assumption is a powerful technique – If answer choice in a Find Assumption question is negated and the argument becomes nonsensical, then the answer choice is almost correct.
· Categories of Assumptions  – 
1. Assumption can serve to fill in a logic gap – 
· The correct answer will generally address the gap between premise and the conclusion. 
P + __  C
        
        A
2. Assumption can establish the feasibility of the premise of the argument – 
· If premise claims that applying this pesticide will kill termites, then we are assuming that this pesticide CAN kill termites.
· “Feasibility” means “ability” to occur or to be true. 
· Generally, the premises in “feasibility” arguments reflect opinions or claims of some sort. The right answer will address the assumption that these opinions are true or that a sequence of events can occur in the way the argument assumes it will.
P1 + P2  C
      
 A

3. Assumption can eliminate alternate paths to reach a given conclusion – 
· Many GMAT arguments contain linear paths: P1 and P2 are true, therefore C is true. However, the speaker often ignores the possibility of a different path to reach same conclusion.
· Argument will often superlative qualifier in the conclusion.
· E.g. There are no better ways to gain promotion than to play golf with one’s boss.


X                             Z
Best way                                      Better way 
						Y


4. Assumption can eliminate alternate cause for a given conclusion – 
· Many GMAT conclusions are statements of cause and effect. For these, the given premises simple note a correlation between tow phenomena, without commenting on any causal relationship between them.
· Correlation means two things occur together without necessarily indicating why.

                                 
X        		Z     because			Z                   Y

	
· Wrong Answer Choice Types  – 
1. No Tie to the Conclusion
2. Wrong Direction 
3. Switching Terms – Proportion and hard numbers are different. 

· LEN: The Least Extreme Negation Technique (Advance) – 
· Use only when two more answer choices are tempting. 
· Negating any correct assumption will destroy the argument.
· Negate by inserting – NOT NECESSARILY. ( Sam is the most honest person in the whole county. Instead of using DISHONEST, rephrase it - Sam is not necessarily the most honest person in the whole county).
· Always, only, all: Insert Not necessarily or sometime.
· Never, non, not one, not once: change to at least one or at least once.
· Some, a few, several: change to No or None.
· Sometimes, on occasion, often: change to Never.
· At least, at most, more than, less than: change to mathematical opposite term. ( she has at least three job  she has less than three jobs).
· Best worst, greatest, smallest, highest: insert Not Necessarily.
· If not sure using “Not Necessarily”
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· Draw conclusion questions ask to conclude something from the set of given premises. Different forms of questions –
· If the statement above is true, which of the following must be true?
· Which of the following conclusions can best be drawn from the information above?
· The statement above, is true, best support which of the following assertions?
·  Which of the following can properly inferred from the statement above?
· If you are asked to DRAW a conclusion, that conclusion must be true as a result of only the given premise.
· Stay close to the premises
· Conclusion you select should necessarily be supported by at least some of the premises. 
· Conclusion does not need to adhere to all of the premises.
· A correct answer might simple restate one or more of the premises, using synonyms. Alternatively it might be a mathematical or logical deduction.
· Use real Numbers 
· IF argument involved percentage, it can be helpful to use concrete, real numbers. 
· Make an Inference 
· Word inference is essentially a synonym for conclusion.
· Inference should also follow directly from the premises; it should be unequivocally true according to those premises.
·  Wrong Answer Choice Type
· Out of Scope – requires at least one piece of information no explicitly presented in the argument.
· Wrong Direction
· Switching Terms
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· Strengthen Conclusion question asks to provide additional support for a given conclusion. Different forms – 
· Which of the following, if true, most strengthen the argument above?
· Which of the following, if true, most strongly support the scientist’s hypothesis?
· Which of the following provides the strongest reason to expect that the  plan will be successful?
· A premises that strengthen the conclusion should do at least one of following- 
· Fix a weakness of the conclusion, OR
· Validate an assumption made by the argument, OR
· Introduce additional supporting evidences. 
· This is different from finding an assumption in that an assumption will be necessary for a conclusion to follow from the premises.
· A premise can strengthen or support a conclusion without being necessary for that conclusion.
· Create S-W-Slash Chart
· Use lower case “s” and upper case “S” to decide between two Attractive Answer choise.
· Wrong Answer Choice – 
· No Tie to the conclusion
· Wrong Direction
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· These questions appear on GMAT slightly more frequently that Strengthen the conclusion question.
· The different forms – 
· Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?
· Which of the following, if true, could present the most serious disadvantage of XYZ Corporation’s new marketing initiative?
· Which of the following, if true, most strongly support the view that the drug treatment program will NOT be successful?
· Correct answers do not need to make the conclusion false or invalid. It needs to make less likely that the stated conclusion is valid.
· Almost all the correct answers to Weaken Conclusion question will Introduce a new price of evidence that undermines a faulty or tenuous assumption OR that negatively impacts the conclusion directly.
· Rule1: Argument / Counterargument – 
·  Two opposite points of view.
· Take notes and diagram should be used to handle the intricacies.
Merge =/= best			N: merge = best
Pln for prof				pln for prof

Empl resent				Similar Cultures
	Redund ppl and proc
[bookmark: _GoBack]

· Rule2: Use S-W-Slash Chart
· Rule 3: Weaken “EXCEPT” Question – Tricky questions, take a moment to untangle the knot.
· Rule 4: Wrong Answer Choice Type
· No Tie to the conclusion
· Wrong Direction
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· Explain and Event or Discrepancy 
· Like Draw Conclusion argument, Explain an Event argument will contain only premises. There will be no conclusion.
· The information provided will be somehow puzzling or contradictory via signals such as yet, however, nonetheless or paradoxically.
· More explicit signals such as the result are surprising because ….
· To solve – Look for answer choice that provice a new, fact based premise that directly illustrates why the apparent discrepancy is not a discrepancy at all.
· Analyze the Argument Structure 
· These questions ask to describe the tile of a part or parts of the argument. 
· Complex and often with argument/counterargument
· Take notes and T-diagram.
· One subtype is two boldface statements. We need to find out the role boldface statement plays (Very Important, questions have increased recently) 
·  The statement in boldface is the author’s CONCLUSION.
· The statement in boldface is a premise that SUPOPRTS the author’s CONCLUSION.
· The statement in boldface is a premise that WEAKENS the author’s CONCLUSION.
· To Solve –
· Categorize boldface statement E.g.:     #1 Premise Against                            #2Conclusion
· Alternate approach (quick): Label each boldface statement as one of following
· Fact  ( a verifiable statement)
· Opinion (a minor claim, or an opinion of someone other than author)
· Conclusion ( the major claim of the aithor)
· Evaluate the Conclusion
· Ask to identify information that would help to evaluate the validity of a given conclusion.
· The argument or question will tend to introduce some type of classic hypothesis: Eg. If X then Y, or C causes Y. 
· The correct answer will provide a way to test the hypothesis and determine whether X will actually lead to Y.
· The wrong answers appear to address pieces of the argument, but they do not actually allow you to test the proposed causal connection between X and Y.
· Resolve a Problem
· Ask to solve a problem posed by a passage of premises.
· Occasionally, the problem itself will be posed in the question.
· E.g. - Which of the following would best counteract the drug’s effect?
· E.g.  – TO discourage the described counterfeiting, the best approach would be 
· The correct answer should directly counteract or fix the problem.
· You will not have to make additional assumptions to apply to resolution.
· Furthermore the correct answer will tend to appear as a new premise.
· Provide an Example
· Ask to select a situation that best exemplifies the main point – the conclusion – of a given argument.
· TO Solve – 
· Identify the general principle described in the argument,
· Look for an answer choice that describe s an example from which you could deduce the principle itself.
· E.g. – Which of the following illustrate the process described above?
· Restate the Conclusion 
· Ask to identify the main point – the conclusion – of argument
· To solve – 
· Use the diagram to locate the conclusion and choose the answer choice the best restate or paraphrase it. 
· Do not add in any outside thinking.
· E.g. – Which of the following statements best summarizes the main point of the argument above?
· Mimic the Argument 
· Ask to analyze the logically flow of an argument and then choose the answer choice most closely mimic this argument flow or structure.
· Look for an answer with the same message or “moral” as the passage has.
· E.g. – Which of the following argument has a line reasoning most similar to that in the argument above?
