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· Principle 1: Engage In Passage
· Quick and effective method is to pretend that you really like this stuff.
· Another way is to help yourself get into the passage psychologically is to identify the good guys and bad guys.
· Recruiting for you Memory work Inc.
1. To let in all the talented, important people
2. To keep out all the people who will not contribute.
· Principle 2: Look for the Simple Story
· Every GMAT passage has a simple story – the gist or code meaning of the passage. You must find the simple story in the first read-through. 
· How to identify simple story –
1. Text It To me
2. Make a table of content
3. Look for Content and Judgment
a. Content: the scientific or historical subject of the passage.
i. Causes ( effects, evidences, logical results)
ii. Process ( steps, means, ends)
iii. Categories (examples, generalities)
b. Judgment: what author and any other people believe about the content
i. Theories and Hypothesis
ii. Evaluations and Opinions
iii. Comparisons and Contrasts
iv. Advantages and Disadvantages
· Reminder: Don’t forget the Twist. On GMAT , there will often be some important qualification and contrasts  - a key twist or two in the road.
· Principle 3: Link to What you already know
· Concretizing – actively imagine that the words are referring to. Re-explain the original text to yourself.
· Link to the ideas that you already know that are not mentioned in the passage.
· Principle 4: Unpack the Beginning 
· You must understand the first few sentences of every passage, because they supply critical context to the entire passage.
1. Grab the concrete noun first
2. Turn action back into verbs
3. Put only ONE simple thought in a sentence
4. Link each subsequent sentence to the previous one, using this or these
5. Simplify or “quote off” details.
· Principle 5: Link to What you have just Read
· As you read further, you must continue to ask about the meaning and purpose of what you are reading. What does this sentence mean in relation to everything else I have read?
· Relationship a sentence can have with previous text –
1. Is the new sentence expected or surprising?
2.  Does this support or oppose the earlier material?
3. Does it answer or ask a question?
· Content/Judgment framework can guide you. But DO NOT use this as checklist, rather simple be aware of the various possible relationships.
· Principle 6: Pay Attention to Signals
·  Paragraph beaks are important. Indicate something new.
· Signal words indicate relationship to previous texts.
Relationship				Signal
Focus Attentions		     --	As for; Regarding; In reference to
Add to previous text 		     --	Furthermore; Moreover; In addition to; As well as; Also; Likewise; Too
Provide Contrasts		     --	On one hand/ on another hand; While; Rather; Instead; In contrast; Alternatively
Provide Conceding Contrasts	     --	Granted; It is true that; Certainly; Admittedly
(Author unwillingly agrees)	  
Provide emphatic contrast	--	But; However; Even; so; All the same; Still; That said; nevertheless; Nonetheless; Yet;Otherwise
(Author asserts own position)	Despite [concession]; [assertions]
Dismiss previous point                 --	In any event; In any case
Point out similarity		     --	Likewise; In the same way
Structure the discussion	     --	First, Second, ect; to begin with; Next; Finally; Again 
Give Example			     --	For example; In particular; For instance
Generalize                                      --	In general; To a great extent; Broadly speaking
Sum up, perhaps with exception--   In conclusion; Brief; Overll; Except for; Besides
Indicate logical result		    --	Therefore; Thus; As a result; So; Accordingly: Hence
Indicate logical cause		    --	Because; Since; As; Resulting from
Restate for clarity		    --	In other words; That if; Namely; So to speak
Hedge or soften position	    --	Apparently; At least; Can, Could, May, Might, Should; Positively; Likely
Strengthen position		    --	After all; Must, have to; Always, Never, ect
Introduce surprise 		    --	Actually; In fact; Indeed
Reveal author’s attitude 	    --	Fortunately; Unfortunately; other adverbs; So-called. 

· Principle 7: Pick Up the Pace
·  Go faster after the first paragraph
· DO NOT get lost in details later in the passage.
· Only pay close attention to the following elements of the passage –
1. Beginning of the Paragraph – 1st or 2nd sentence functions as topic sentence, indicating the content and/or purpose of the paragraph
2. Big Surprises or change in the direction
3. Big result, answer or payoff
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· Point  - Most important message of the passage
· Crux of the simple story
· Purpose of the passage
·  The most important message that the author is trying to convey
· Analogous to the Conclusion of an argument (Critical Reasoning)
· Common varieties of point 
1. Resolution: Resolve an issue or a problem
2. Answer: answers a question ( similar to Resolution)
3. New Idea: describe a surprising new idea, theory or research result
4. Reason: explains an observation
· Background, Support and Implications
·  The other common components all relate to the Point in some way – 
1. The background information you need to understand the Point.
2. The support in evidence, assertions, and opinions For the Point.
3. Implications are the results from the Point.
· Foreshadowing 
· Foreshadowing sets up the Point.
· Not always present
Foreshadowing				Point 
Problem……………   leads to  …………. Resolution
Question…………..   leads to  …………. Answer
Old Idea ………..…   leads to  …………. New Idea
Observation..……   leads to  …………. Reason or New Idea
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· Create Headline List of the passage during first read. Spend Aprox 6 mins ( Headline and answering questions)
· Headline List
1. Should summarize or indicate the main idea of each paragraph
· Most para have one topic senesce – first or second or both sentence
· Use Text It To Me or TOC style 
2.  Read the rest of the paragraph with an eye for big hidden surprise or results
3. Follow the same process for subsequent paragraphs
4. Once finish passage, identify the passage’s Point.
· Common Notations
· Abbreviate long terms, particularly proper nouns
· User arrows ( ) to indicate cause-effect relationship or changes over time.
· Point of view, arguments use this notation --- Historians: econ. interests   war
· Mark Ex for Examaples
· Number each paragraph
· Using Headline List
· DO NOT use to answer question.
· Use to answer General Question
· Use as search tool to refer back to passage while answering Specific Question
· Common structure of Short Passage 
Point First 					        Point Last 						Point in Middle
POINT						        Background						Background
E.g. X is true				         E.g. Phenomenon Q happens				E.g. Phenomenon Q happens

Support: Here’s Why			       Support: There is theory X and Y                                                  POINT
						                  Pros and Cons					     Theory X explains Q
(Optional Implications)				            
Here’s what could result                                              POINT 					    Support: Here’s why
  Theory X is better					   (Optional Implications)
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· 
· Create SKELETAL SKETCH for long passage. Spend aprox 8 mins creating skeletal sketch, identifying point and answering questions
· SKELETAL SKETCH 
1. Skull – Top of the skeletal is the most defined structure .
· First para is most important that other paras  
· Take notes for every sentence
2. Limbs – short headlines or one-sentence summaries of each remaining paras
· Subsequent paras  are generally not as important as first para.
· Read each body para to determine it’s main point or purpose. – Focus on 1st/2nd sentence.
· Read remainder sentence quickly, intentionally skimming over details.
· Be on look out for big surprise. ( GMAT buries it within body, you add them in skelatal sketch).
· Construct simple story
3. Once you have finished the passage, identify the  Point
· Glance back on your notes and mark the Point.
· Common structure of Long Passage 
Point First 					        Point Last 						Point in Middle
POINT						        Background						Background
E.g. X is true				         E.g. Phenomenon Q happens				E.g. Phenomenon Q happens

Support: Here’s Why			       Support: There is theory X and Y                                                  POINT
						                  Pros and Cons					     Theory X explains Q
(Optional Implications)				            
Here’s what could result                                              POINT 					    Support: Here’s why
  Theory X is better					   (Optional Implications)
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· General Questions 
· What is the main idea of this passage?
· Dive right into the answer choices and start eliminating.
· An incorrect answer choice may pertain only to a detail in a body paragraph.
· Strategy – If stuck between two answer choices, use a SCORING SYSTEM to assign a value to each one. (2 point if relates to first para and 1 point for each additional related paragraph)
· Common questions –
· The primary purpose of this passage is ….?
· The main idea of this passage is …?
· Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage?
· The passage as a whole can be best characterized as which of the following?
· Specific Questions
· Deal with details, inferences, assumptions, and arguments.
· DO NOT look at the answer choices, four out of 4 times are meant to mislead you.
· Strategy – Identify the KEY WORDS in the question. Then go back to the passage and find those key words.
· You may have to do a little thought work or take few notes – know the “Mantra” to answer the question.
· Strategy – Find one or two PROOF SENTENCES to defend the correct answer choice.
· Strategies for All reading Comprehension questions
· Strategy – Justify every word in answer choice. Every word must be correct and true.
· Strategy – AVOID extreme words if possible. ( all and never). GMAT prefers moderate language and idea.
· Strategy – Infer as little as possible.
· If the answer choice answers the question AND can be confirmed by language in the passage, it will be correct one.
· Eliminate any answer choices that require any logical stretch or leap. 
· When you read the passage suggest … or The passage implies…, you should rephrase that language: The passage STATES JUST A LITTLE DIFFERENTLY….You must be able to prove the answer, Just as if the question asked you to look it up in the passage.
· Think the same way on Critical Reasoning problems. ( Draw Conclusion)
· Stick with the words on the screen.
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· Strategy – Preview the first question
· Type of wrong answer choices – 
1. Out of scope (40-50% )
· Introduces an unwarranted assertions supported nowhere in the passage.
· Might be “Real World Plausible” – if not supported by passage, it is out of scope
2. Direct Contradiction (20-25%)
· States the exact opposite of something asserted in the passage. 
· Paradoxically attractive, because it relates to the passage closely.
· Found in all question types, but less often in General questions.
3. Mixed-Up (10-15%)
· Scramble together disparate content from the passage.
· Tries to trap student who simply matches the language not meaning.
· Found more often in Specific questions. 
4. One Word Wrong (10-15%)
· Just one word ( or may two) is incorrect. Includes extreme words
· More prevalent in General questions.
5. True But Irrelevant (~ 10%)
· True according to passage, but does not answer the given question.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]May be too narrow or simply unrelated.
· More prevalent in General questions.
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