( Read the question in the order presented on the screen
First read stimulus ( Then read question stem ( Then read answer choices one by one

( Critical Reasoning Primary objectives:

(1) Determine whether stimulus contains an argument or if it is only a set of factual statements.

To achieve this object, you must recognize whether a conclusion is present

Premise + conclusion = argument

A premise is a fact, proportion, or statement from which a conclusion is made.

Premise Indicators:

Because
Since

For
For example

For the reason that
In that
Given that

As indicated by

Due to

Owing to

This can be seen from

We know this by

Conclusion Indicators: 
Thus

Therefore 
Hence

Consequently

As a result

So

Accordingly

Clearly
Must be that

Shows that

Conclude that

Follows that

For this reason
Note: argument does not mean fight. Any GMAT argument can be seen as an artificial conversation.
Note: If stimulus is not a fact set, you must identify the conclusion before reading the question stem.

(2) Objective 2: If the stimulus contains an argument identify the conclusion of the argument.  If the stimulus contains a fact set, examine each fact.

Additional premise indicators:

Furthermore

Moreover

Besides

In addition

What’s more

      Counter premise Indicators:
      When creating an argument, an author will sometimes bring up a counter premise – a    

      premise that actually contains an idea that is counter to the argument. 

      But

      Yet

      However

     On the other hand

     Admittedly

     In contrast

     Although

     Eventhough

     Still

     Whereas

     In spite of

     Despite

    After all

( Even within a single-speaker stimulus the test makers can raise alternate viewpoints

Example: “some people propose …”, “Many people believe …”

( When we are evaluating GMAT arguments, we are primarily concerned with validity, not about truth.

Validity: The logical relationship of the pieces of the argument and how well do the premises, if accepted, prove the conclusion?

( On the GMAT the below words are synonyms

Strong = good = valid = sound

Weak = bad = Invalid = Unsound

Objective 3: If the stimulus contains an argument, determine whether the argument is strong or weak.
Weak argument example:

The A area has just over one million residents. B area has almost 2 million residents. C area has almost 20 million residents. Therefore, we should move to area A.
Strong argument example: 

Trees that shed their foliage annually are deciduous trees. Black Oak trees shed their leaves every year. Therefore, Black Oak trees are deciduous. 

On the GMAT, Inference means “Must be true”

Assumption: unstated premise. 
In one sense, an assumption occurs “before” the argument, that is, while the argument is being made. An inference is made “after” the argument is complete, and follows from the argument. 
Objective 4: Read closely and know precisely what the author said. Do not generalize.
Quantity words:
All

Every

Most

Many

Some

Several

Few

Sole

Only

Not all

None

Probability Indicators:

Must
Will

Always

Not always

Probably

Likely

Would

Not necessarily

Could 

Rarely

Never

Note: Probability indicators refer to the likelihood of occurrence, or the obligation present.

Example: “The Mayor should resign” OR “The law will pass”
( If stimulus has no conclusion, then the only possible question stems are: Must be true (or) Resolve the paradox.

( The word inferred means “must be true”

( The below two words meanings are equivalent in GMAT question stem.

EXCEPT = LEAST

( Prephrase: After reading the question stem, take a moment to mentally formulate your answer to the question stem. 

( When we speak of opposites on the GMAT, we mean logical opposites not polar opposites.

Example: The logical opposite of wet on the GMAT is not wet.

( When evaluating the answer choices, classify them as contenders or losers.
( On the GMAT CR, many can include all
( Often means frequently, but frequently is not same as most. 
Most = more often than not

The word tends means most
( The word ineffective is a strong word on the GMAT CR. Watch out!
( In Weakening questions there is a conclusion always present. 
( The below words in question stem means Weakening question:

Weaken, attack, undermine, refute, argue against, call into question, cast doubt, challenge, damage, counter. 

( cause (vs) effect:

The cause is the event that makes the other occur.
The effect is the event that follows from the cause. 

By definition, the cause must occur before the effect, and the cause is the “activator” or “igniter” in the relationship. The effect always happens at some point in time after the cause.
( The cause makes the effect happen
( The following terms often introduce a cause and effect relationship.

Caused by

Because of

Responsible for

Reason for

Leads to

Induced by

Promoted by

Determined by

Produced by

Product of

Played a role in

Was a factor in

Is an effect of

( Most students assume that the GMAT makes basic assumptions that are similar to the real world; this is untrue and is a dangerous mistake to make.
( 
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( In Weaken questions, attacking cause and effect relationship almost always consists of performing one of the following tasks:

(A) Find an alternative cause for the stated effect

(B) Show that even when the cause occurs, the effect does not occur

(C) Show that although the effect occurs, the cause did not occur

(D) Show that the stated relationship is in fact reversed

(E) Show a statistical problem exists with the data used to make the casual statement.

( Strengthen synonyms: 

Support, helps, most justifies

( etcetera = Etc, and so on, continuing in the same way.

( Think of assumption as the foundation of the argument, on which premise and conclusion rest upon. 

( difference between “Must be True” and Assumption questions

After versus Before

Assumption: Statements that were used to make the conclusion

Must be true: Follow from the argument made

( “Art is often shocking” is different from “Most art is shocking”
(Negating an answer choices turns an Assumption question into a weaken question.

( In assumption questions, majorly two types:

Supporter Assumption: These assumptions link together new or rogue elements in the stimulus or fill logical gaps in the argument

Defender Assumption: These assumptions contain statements that eliminate ideas or assertions that would undermine the conclusion. In this sense, they “defend” the argument by showing that a possible source of attack has been eliminated.

( Logical Opposites:

	All
	Not All

	Some
	None

	Always
	Not Always

	Everywhere
	Not Everywhere

	Sometimes
	Never

	Somewhere
	Nowhere

	Will
	Will not/ Might not

	Could
	Cannot

	
	


Lets assume 0 to 100 marbles

All = 100 Marbles

Not All = 0 to 99
Some = 1 to 100

None = 0

( In assumption questions, watch for the answer choices starting with: at least one/ at least some. The chances of this to be correct answer are high. Use proper negation (“None”) and check the answer with the assumption negation technique.
( In assumption questions, avoid answers that claim an idea was the most important consideration for the author.
( Fill in the Blank questions are almost always assumption questions in disguise.
( Few words that provides contradiction: But, However, Yet, Although, Paradoxically, Surprisingly

( Reasoning Method and Flaw questions are most likely to show up when a test taker is doing very well on the GMAT.
( although: when you see this word in critical reasoning, the words that follow are counter premise to the conclusion.
( In critical reasoning, the alternate clause is described as an “alternate explanation”. In most cases, a casual counterargument can be described as offering an alternative explanation.

( Parallel reasoning questions appear if a student is doing pretty well on GMAT.
( First identify whether the reasoning given is casual reasoning, conditional reasoning or circular reasoning.
     Then identify whether the conclusion is valid or in valid.

( Absolute conclusions: Conclusions having words such as must, never, always
     Opinion conclusions: should

( Functionally identical words:

Majority of voters = Most of the voters/More than half of the voters

Must be present = Must not be absent

( To do well on GMAT for parallel reasoning questions follow the below steps

(1) Match the Method of Reasoning

(2) Match the conclusion

(3) Match the premises
(4) Match the validity of the argument. Valid must match Valid and Invalid must match the Invalid.
