Critical Reasoning Strategy
Download from: www.gmatclub.com 

[We want to warn you immediately that this strategy is not the easiest way to do CR (the easiest would be read-and-answer), but it lets you get the most questions right spending less time per correct answer. The bottom line is that it won't be easy to follow this strategy but if you do, it will reward you]
1. Read the question (this needed so that you would know what to look for and what to do: find an assumption, weaken, infer something or else; do not worry about the details in the question, read for keywords, such as strengthen, deny, or explain. Sometimes at the end of the Verbal section on the test, your brain won't even hold a keyword, so you may want to write it down symbolically; e.g. + for strengthen or - for weaken. 

2. Read the passage (Read it very attentively because in contrast to Reading Comprehension, there is very little text here and mostly everything is important; try to read only once. Reread only hard texts). 

3. As you read, look for the problem in the passage (evaluate how convincing it is) 

4. Paraphrase the passage (this a very important step because when you do a paraphrase, you check whether you understood the passage and at the same time you extract the skeleton of the argument, making it easier to identify the conclusion and the assumption. Very often, the paraphrase of the passage will be pretty close to the conclusion. It is not surprising, since the conclusion is the main point and evidence just supports it.) Your paraphrase should be as close to the text and as simple as possible so that you would understand it easily and at the same time could fully trust it. Do not make it too general nor too detail oriented. When you do a paraphrase, do it in three steps: Evidence1, Evidence2, and Conclusion; put "therefore" word before you start your conclusion, this will help you to set it off. 

5. Read the question again (now with more understanding of what is being asked; reading the question 2 times, will also help you to make sure you answer exactly what is stated and that you understand the question.) 

6. Answer before reading the answer choices (Why do this? Two reasons: one, if you can think of the correct answer or at least the general direction that the answer choice needs to be, you will identify it among the wrong choices much faster, thus spend less time reading the answers, which usually take 30 seconds to cover. The second reason is that often test takers are seduced by the author's wording. One reads a few words that were used in the passage and the brain identifies this choice with the passage, thus making it seem more right that it needs to be. The more problems you practice with, the more chance is you will guess the right answer even before reading it. And there is nothing more pleasant than seeing YOUR answer choices among the listed. ) 

7. Go through the answers, first time scan them for YOUR answer choice (usually you will guess correctly in 60-70% of cases), if you did not find it, reread them more attentively. 

8. Draw a grid to eliminate the wrong answers easier. Use "+" for a sure answer, "-" for a definitely wrong answer choice, and "~" or "?" for an answer that may be right or questionable. This will help to concentrate only on a few answer choices and will prevent you from reading same answers several times if you get confused or keep having troubles locating the right answer. 

9. Always remember to think how the answer choice relates EXACTLY to this situation; it may be out of scope by being too general. E.g. Advertisement: 

  For sinus pain, three out of four hospitals give their patients Novex. So when you want the most effective painkiller for sinus pain, Novex is the one to choose.

  Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the advertisement's 

  argument?

  (A) -- 

  (B) --

  (C) Many drug manufacturers increase sales of their products to hospitals by selling these products to the hospitals at the lowest price the manufacturers can afford.

  (D) Unlike some competing brands of painkillers, Novex is available 

      from pharmacies without a doctor's prescription.

  (E) --

As about this session we will be mostly concerned with one of the most important parts of a gmat argument, Assumption. Many CR questions directly ask for an assumption or are based on them, such as weaken and strengthen questions. Also, assumption of an argument is one of the only parts that we can influence to destroy or solidify an argument; thus if we can disprove an assumption, we can negate the whole argument because the conclusion will not make sense. On the other hand, if we can strengthen our assumption, thus patch a possible hole, we will create a stronger argument and our conclusion will be more credible. (Sometimes some of the evidence is doubted or is amended to add new meaning and change the argument, but generally, it is the assumption that is attacked to destroy an argument. In a case when evidence is completed with more info, we can still say that it is the assumption that the evidence we had was valid is being destroyed). Thus, to succeed in CR, it is crucial that you are able to extract an assumption fast; it will save you time on many questions. Practicing with assumptions does not take too long; 2-4 hours and your skills will be on top. Also, you will be a better speaker and a more critical writer if you are able to see assumptions of the writer who argues against you because as we have said, if you can kill an assumption, you will damage the argument. For example, if we play with Example 1 and add a piece of evidence that says that Christians sometimes steal, we will not be able to say with confidence that the police are wrong about Mike being a thief, since evidence proves that Christians do steal. 

We will also cover one of the most important steps of the CR approach, paraphrase. Paraphrase allows you to check how well you understood the passage as well as to see the structure stripped. Paraphrase should not take you more than 5-10 seconds after you have read the passage. Sometimes it is useful to write down some complicated relationship or something that will help you to understand the passage better, such as a diagram, for example. Other than that, don't write down anything else, the passage that you read will be so short that you should be able to remember all the details without writing down anything. 

Today we were supposed to learn that the assumption of an argument is 

· a bridge (link) between the evidence and the conclusion of an argument 

· never stated in the text 

· is the most vulnerable element of an argument 

· is the only element in the argument that can be influenced 

· should be easy for you to find by now 

Paraphrase
· Should be brief and take 5-10 seconds 

· Will state the main idea of the passage and be close to the conclusion 

· Will help you to understand the passage better 

· Will reveal the conclusion, evidence, and eventually, the assumption 

· Start your conclusion with Therefore 

Homework
Critical Reasoning: Section 10

Please download section 10 from the gmatclub.com’s CR section

Read through passages, but do not answer the questions, don’t even try. What you need to concentrate first is paraphrasing and pinpointing assumptions – to check yourself, below you will find paraphrases and assumptions for each question in chapter 10

	Question #
	Paraphrase
	Assumption

	3
	Old study – eating chocolate increases chances of getting heart disease; new study – chocolate does not increase heart disease chances; therefore, people will buy more chocolate


	People were not buying chocolate because they were afraid of heart disease

	4
	As climate of North America got hot and dry large mammals died while small ones survived


	This assumption is possible only after brining in an implied conclusion – change in climate killed the large animals.

Large mammals were more sensitive to heat than small ones

	5
	Higher profits will give higher bonuses, therefore, general economic recession year will bring lower bonuses than year of profits


	The Industry will not bring profits in the year of general economic recession

	6
	There’s less suitable area for gray wolves, however, bringing gray wolves back to the places where they have been hunted out is immoral


	People will keep hunting

	8
	Developed a safer equipment for Swedish market, brought it to US but doesn’t advertise this safety improvement


	Safety improvement should be advertize because it will help him win over it’s competitors

	9
	Few residents use public buses because there are enough automobiles, therefore, public bus system should not be subsidized


	Killing subsidy for the public bus system will not hurt the suburbs community

	14
	A survey was conducted, according to is employees with high ratings ware satisfied with the company’s system, therefore, the company’s best performing employees like the system


	Employees with high ratings are the company’s best performing employees

	16
	1970’s – fall in the average annual income of college graduates as compared to high school graduates;

1980’s – the average annual income of college graduates increases while the number of college graduates did not decrease


	N/A

	19
	Industrialists are accused of intervention in war to make profit, however, federal expenses for intervention were larger than profits, therefore, the accusation is wrongly motivated
	Federal money (expenses and profits) and industrialists’ money come from the same source


Critical Reasoning: Section 11

Please download section 11 from the gmatclub.com’s CR section

Read through passages, but do not answer the questions, don’t even try. What you need to concentrate first is paraphrasing and pinpointing assumptions – to check yourself, below you will find paraphrases and assumptions for each question in chapter 11

	Question #
	Paraphrase
	Assumption

	1.
	School board decided to reduce its staff by laying off the least effective teachers first


	It is possible to determine the level of teachers’ effectiveness

	2.
	Applied scientific research is emphasized because it leads to technological advancement; basic research should be paid attention to because it’s a base for applied research


	Basic research does not lead to technological advancement

	3.
	Decision to invest in electronic system has cost advantage over nonelectronic system, therefore, it will give advantage over competitors


	Competitors are not using the electronic system yet and won’t match it

	5.
	One museum sold 30K tickets, in a year 2 more museums opened and together the 3 of them sold 80K tickets, therefore, museums were worth the cost
	The first old museum did not sell more tickets next year, as compared to previous year, and it is due to the two new museums that the number of tickets sold increased



	8.
	Company needs to cut costs, so offer early retirement first, and then fire others to have the overall reduction of costs to 50 percent


	Reducing costs by firing will not hurt company’s productivity: 50 percent of managers left will be able to do the double work load

	9.
	Need to reduce airport congestion, so send passengers by rapid trains to several cities while realizing that it is the major airport that is congested


	Passengers will be willing to switch from air travel to trains

	12.
	Received 2000 letters, most of them support him, therefore, most people in the country support him


	People who wrote the letters represent the opinion of majority

	13.
	Government wanted to regulate what can be shown in tobacco and alcohol advertisement, as a result, these ads became more inventive and humorous


	Implied conclusion: tobacco and alcohol advertisement should be banned.
1. Use of tobacco and alcohol can be influenced by advertisements

2. The funny and inventive commercials are more persuasive than the old ones.



	15.
	Lead contamination dropped: federal regulation went into effect, but mainly because there was a drop in the use of leaded gasoline


	N/A – no conclusion

	17.
	Decrease in traditional child disease, and at the same time increase in rare infection among children whereas few adults are affected


	Children are more sensitive to rare infections than adults

	18.
	Plants come from less developed nations without compensation, but coal, oil and ores are extracted for payment


	The value and benefit from these plants are the same as from coal, oil, etc. They are comparable



	19.
	Donates an exhibit which demands a storage space, a routine conservation, therefore, it adds to museum’s expenses and does not help it financially


	The number of visitors to see the exhibit will not override the financial costs of keeping the exhibit

	20.
	Oil prices are remaining low, therefore, natural gas prices will also be low


	Oil and natural gas prices are interconnected


Useful Tips for Critical reasoning 

Principle: something fundamental that we do not question. This would be somewhat stronger than a fact because it is not specific to a limited number of cases but instead, apply to a broader range of scenarios(and often deeper in meaning). For instance, you will not talk about the principle that crime is increasing in large cities. Instead, it is a fact which applies to large cities. However, you will talk about the principles of Physics or the fundamental principles of Human Rights. I believe principles convey a stronger connotation than mere facts. 

Fact: something taken as true at face value (stats, historical events) 

Evidence: what is used to support a conclusion (examples, stats, historical events). Although these may include facts, it is usually stronger than facts because they are direct elements needed for the conclusion to stand whereas facts are not necessary for the latter to stand 

Pre-evidence: This is a bit of a stretch. It will not often be on the test but it seems very similar to "background" information as described below. 

Background: Elements needed to put the evidence into context but which, as stand alone pieces of information, might not constitute what is called an evidence necessary to arrive at a conclusion. For instance, blood tests performed on one thousand persons may reveal that 35% of those persons were HIV infected. However, the background information could be that the test was performed in more underinformed regions of the world where AIDS knowledge is at a minimum. As you can see, the fact that the test was performed in more underinformed regions is not in and of itself an evidence because it does not allow us to come to a conclusion. Instead, the 35% stats, as a stand-alone piece of info, is what will lead us to the conclusion we want. However, the background info is also crucial and cannot be omitted; it is required background info. 

Consideration: Something which was taken into account or given some thought before arriving to the conclusion. 

Premise: This is usually a required statement to arrive at a conclusion. Evidence and facts want to prove something to you whereas premises are there to logically lead you to a conclusion. The best example of premises is the ones included in syllogisms. For instance, you can say that(premise1) when it rains, you go outside. Then, it rains(premise2). You have to be outside(conclusion). 

Assumption: Unstated information which will link the argument to a logical conclusion. Without this, the argument falls apart. 

Conclusion: Self-explanatory 

Inference: Something that might not be explicitly stated or proved. For instance, you may say that 95% of GMAT test-takers have over 340. We can reasonably infer that Anthony will get more than 340 on his GMAT based on the fact given. I think the main difference b/w an inference and a conclusion is that the former might not be the final line of an argument. For instance, there could be facts/evidence given, an inference in b/w, and then the conclusion. An inference can be an intermediate step before the conclusion which will sum up the whole passage. Also, a conclusion seems to be stronger because it is based on stronger facts/evidence. As in my previous example, we can reasonably infer that Anthony got 340+ on his GMAT but we cannot conclude that he got 340+. See the nuance?
