How many really suffer as a result of labor market problems? This is one of the most critical yet contentious social policy questions. In many ways, our social statistics exaggerate the degree of hardship. Unemployment does not have the same dire consequences today as it did in the 1930’s when most of the unemployed were primary breadwinners, when income and earnings were usually much closer to the margin of subsistence, and when there were no countervailing social programs for those failing in the labor market. Increasing affluence, the rise of families with more than one wage earner, the growing predominance of secondary earners among the unemployed, and improved social welfare protection have unquestionably mitigated the consequences of joblessness. Earnings and income data also overstate the dimensions of hardship. Among the millions with hourly earnings at or below the minimum wage level, the overwhelming majority are from multiple-earner, relatively affluent families. Most of those counted by the poverty statistics are elderly or handicapped or have family responsibilities which keep them out of the labor force, so the poverty statistics are by no means an accurate indicator of labor market pathologies.

Yet there are also many ways our social statistics underestimate the degree of labor-market-related hardship. The unemployment counts exclude the millions of fully employed workers whose wages are so low that their families remain in poverty. Low wages and repeated or prolonged unemployment frequently interact to undermine the capacity for self-support. Since the number experiencing joblessness at some time during the year is several times the number unemployed in any month, those who suffer as a result of forced idleness can equal or exceed average annual unemployment, even though only a minority of the jobless in any month really suffer. For every person counted in the monthly unemployment tallies, there is another working part-time because of the inability to find full-time work, or else outside the labor force but wanting a job. Finally, income transfers in our country have always focused on the elderly, disabled, and dependent, neglecting the needs of the working poor, so that the dramatic expansion of cash and in-kind transfers does not necessarily mean that those failing in the labor market are adequately protected.

As a result of such contradictory evidence, it is uncertain whether those suffering seriously as a result of labor market problems number in the hundreds of thousands or the tens of millions, and, hence, whether high levels of joblessness can be tolerated or must be countered by job creation and economic stimulus. There is only one area of agreement in this debate—that the existing poverty, employment, and earnings statistics are inadequate for one their primary applications, measuring the consequences of labor market problems.

1. Which of the following is the principal topic of the passage?

(A) What causes labor market pathologies that result in suffering

(B) Why income measures are imprecise in measuring degrees of poverty

(C) Which of the currently used statistical procedures are the best for estimating the incidence of hardship that is due to unemployment

(D) Where the areas of agreement are among poverty, employment, and earnings figures

(E) How social statistics give an unclear picture of the degree of hardship caused by low wages and insufficient employment opportunities

2. The author uses “labor market problems” in lines 1-2 to refer to which of the following?

(A) The overall causes of poverty

(B) Deficiencies in the training of the work force

(C) Trade relationships among producers of goods

(D) Shortages of jobs providing adequate income

(E) Strikes and inadequate supplies of labor

3. The author contrasts the 1930’s with the present in order to show that

(A) more people were unemployed in the 1930’s

(B) unemployment now has less severe effects

(C) social programs are more needed now

(D) there now is a greater proportion of elderly and handicapped people among those in poverty

(E) poverty has increased since the 1930’s

4. Which of the following proposals best responds to the issues raised by the author?

(A) Innovative programs using multiple approaches should be set up to reduce the level of unemployment.

(B) A compromise should be found between the positions of those who view joblessness as an evil greater than economic control and those who hold the opposite view.

(C) New statistical indices should be developed to measure the degree to which unemployment and inadequately paid employment cause suffering.

(D) Consideration should be given to the ways in which statistics can act as partial causes of the phenomena that they purport to measure.

(E) The labor force should be restructured so that it corresponds to the range of job vacancies.

5. The author’s purpose in citing those who are repeatedly unemployed during a twelve-month period is most probably to show that

(A) there are several factors that cause the payment of low wages to some members of the labor force

(B) unemployment statistics can underestimate the hardship resulting from joblessness

(C) recurrent inadequacies in the labor market can exist and can cause hardships for individual workers

(D) a majority of those who are jobless at any one time to not suffer severe hardship

(E) there are fewer individuals who are without jobs at some time during a year than would be expected on the basis of monthly unemployment figures

6. The author states that the mitigating effect of social programs involving income transfers on the income level of low-income people is often not felt by

(A) the employed poor

(B) dependent children in single-earner families

(C) workers who become disabled

(D) retired workers

(E) full-time workers who become unemployed

7. According to the passage, one factor that causes unemployment and earnings figures to overpredict the amount of economic hardship is the

(A) recurrence of periods of unemployment for a group of low-wage workers

(B) possibility that earnings may be received from more than one job per worker

(C) fact that unemployment counts do not include those who work for low wages and remain poor

(D) establishment of a system of record-keeping that makes it possible to compile poverty statistics

(E) prevalence, among low-wage workers and the unemployed, of members of families in which others are employed

8. The conclusion stated in lines 33-39 about the number of people who suffer as a result of forced idleness depends primarily on the point that

(A) in times of high unemployment, there are some people who do not remain unemployed for long

(B) the capacity for self-support depends on receiving moderate-to-high wages

(C) those in forced idleness include, besides the unemployed, both underemployed part-time workers and those not actively seeking work

(D) at different times during the year, different people are unemployed

(E) many of those who are affected by unemployment are dependents of unemployed workers

9. Which of the following, if true, is the best criticism of the author’s argument concerning why poverty statistics cannot properly be used to show the effects of problems in the labor market?

(A) A short-term increase in the number of those in poverty can indicate a shortage of jobs because the basic number of those unable to accept employment remains approximately constant.

(B) For those who are in poverty as a result of joblessness, there are social programs available that provide a minimum standard of living.

(C) Poverty statistics do not consistently agree with earnings statistics, when each is taken as a measure of hardship resulting from unemployment.

(D) The elderly and handicapped categories include many who previously were employed in the labor market.

(E) Since the labor market is global in nature, poor workers in one country are competing with poor workers in another with respect to the level of wages and the existence of jobs. 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/3000-rc-passage-88875.html> 

 

-----------

This report presents the results of a study conducted for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to assess the effects of two programs that were implemented to reduce the incidence of aggressive driving. The programs were conducted by the Marion County Traffic Safety Partnership (Indianapolis, Indiana), and The Tucson, Arizona, Police Department.

 

Samples of vehicle speed, collected unobtrusively in the special enforcement zones, and crash incidence served as the primary measures of the programs' effect. The total number of crashes in the Marion County special enforcement zones increased by 32 percent, compared to the same six-month period one year earlier; the number of those crashes with primary collision factors (PCFs) associated with aggressive driving increased by 41 percent. That is, the total number of crashes increased, but the crashes with aggressive driving PCFs increased at a greater rate. The change in proportion of crashes with the target PCFs provides a better measure than crash frequency because it eliminates the effects of changes in traffic volume and other factors that might have contributed to the overall increase in crash incidence.

 

In this regard, the Marion County zones experienced a six percent increase in the proportion of all crashes with aggressive driving PCFs, despite the extensive publicity and special enforcement efforts. The number of crashes in Tucson’s special enforcement zones increased by ten percent, but the number of crashes with aggressive driving PCFs increased by less than one percent. More important, the proportion of all crashes with target PCFs decreased by eight percent. That is, crash incidence increased overall in Tucson’s zones, but the proportion of those crashes with aggressive driving PCFs declined.

 

The original purpose of this report was to present, rather than compare, the two aggressive driving programs. However, comparisons are inevitable and the substantially different results of the two programs require an explanation. First, it is important to understand that it is impossible to control all of the variables that could influence the outcome of a study when conducting large-scale quasi-experiments, such as the programs described in this report. Highway maintenance projects and large residential developments that increase traffic volumes on surface streets are examples of unexpected and uncontrolled variables that can affect dependent measures in a field study involving driver behavior. Every attempt was made to identify and control relevant variables within each program, but the research was not originally designed to support systematic comparisons between the two programs. Marion County, Indiana, and Tucson, Arizona, are different in many ways, and it is possible that some of those differences could be responsible for the differential results reported here.

 

1. What is the main idea of this passage?

 

(A) The causes and effects of road rage

(B) A study on two aggressive driving programs

(C) A comparison of Marion County, Indiana to Tucson, Arizona

(D) A new proposal for highway maintenance

(E) The recent increase in fatal traffic accidents 
 

2. What is the primary purpose of this passage?

 

(A) To mediate between two traffic research syndicates

(B) To identify which factors have the most influence on PCFs

(C) To present a theory explaining how location affects collision frequency

(D) To defend the validity of a study on two aggressive driving programs

(E) To compare and discuss the results of a study of aggressive driving programs 
 

3. Which of the following is an accurate summary of the passage?

 

(A) This passage examines the science of human behavior using the example of a study performed in Marion County, Indiana about traffic accidents. It suggests that certain human behaviors can have adverse effects on traffic conditions and even cause major traffic accidents. The results of the study are discussed, and suggestions for reducing aggression are presented.

(B) This passage explores the relationship between location and aggressive driving. The drivers who participated in a study in Indiana were more likely to get into traffic accidents because of certain features of the area, such as residential developments and increased traffic volume. The passage then introduces the finding that aggressive driving does not cause nearly as many traffic accidents in Tucson, Arizona.

(C) The passage presents the results of two studies on aggressive driving behavior. Although each study observed that the number of auto crashes increased, the proportion of crashes caused by aggressive driving rose in one study and declined in the other. Inherent differences in the locations of the two studies are discussed, and the author suggests that these differences affect the studies' results.

(D) The passage attempts to defend the unpopular theory that aggressive driving is the leading cause of accidents in America. Evidence linking aggressive driving to fatal car accidents is given, and two strategies are proposed to counteract the effects of aggression: providing counseling for drivers and creating "special enforcement zones" where police can stop aggressive drivers.

(E) The passage theorizes that PCFs (Primary Collision Factors) have a major effect on traffic accidents, increasing their number by a large percentage each year in some places. One supporting example of this phenomenon is then explored: the results of a study that links a variety of variables, including location, traffic volume, and the creation of "special enforcement zones," to an increase in the number of traffic accidents. 
 

4. What attitude is expressed by the author of this passage?

 

(A) Mournfulness for the victims of traffic accidents

(B) Objective commitment to scientific accuracy

(C) Bewilderment at unexpected results

(D) Enthusiasm for increased law enforcement

(E) Disappointment in aggressive drivers 
 

5. The phrase might have contributed at the end of the second paragraph contributes to the tone of the passage in which of the following ways?

 

(A) It reinforces the timid, uncertain tone the author takes toward the research.

(B) It exemplifies the carefully analytical tone the author takes.

(C) It evokes the sarcastic tone present throughout the second paragraph.

(D) It marks a shift from certainty to uncertainty in the author's tone.

(E) It helps create suspense and foreboding in the passage. 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/agressive-driving-programs-114595.html> 
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What is the break down of this passage? What is the 1st , 2nd and 3rd para talking about ? I am having diffculty creating a passage map or outline the ideas...

 

Here is what I have understood please correct me :

 

Para 1 :Questions UN power and says UN doesnt have too much power to protect human rights 

 

Para 2 : No idea what this para is trying to convey...All i got is "UN exists since long term and its duties are blah blah blah "

not sure even if that is correct

 

Para 3:Torchure is prohibited by UN and talks more about torture and its consequesnces...dont know what in detail and have a hard time understanding...

 

Also, what is this ACTOR term ??? what does ACTOR mean? 

 

 

How do you approach these questions? I am lost in all the questions ...

 

What would be required for successful direct protection of human rights? The authority to command violating parties to do otherwise? The ability to enforce such a command? Overwhelming political pressure directed against human rights violations to the exclusion of other interests? No United Nations human rights body has such authority and power.

  

The United Nations‘ primary raison d‘etre in the human rights field as acted upon by the Human Rights Committee is long-term. It may be that the sum total of UN activity in this field is supposed to socialize or educate actors into changing their views and policies on human rights over time toward a cosmopolitan human rights standard as defined by United Nations instruments. Conversely one can say that the entirety of UN human rights activity is to dispense or withhold a stamp of legitimacy on member states according to their human rights record. It can be persuasively argued that in some cases a ruling regime lost ground in its struggle for legitimacy in the eyes of important actors because of violations of aforementioned rights. The United Nations‘ definition of human rights probably contributed to the process.

 

 At some point, socialization and manipulation of legitimacy must directly change specific behaviour and must lead to direct protection by some actor. In a few situations this linkage can already be demonstrated. In the case of Filartiga v. Peña Irala in the United States, a federal court held torture to be prohibited by customary international law, using United Nations instruments and actions as part of its reasoning. ―Once a tort can be considered to be in violation of the law of nations, Sec. 1350 allows immediate access to a federal court.… It is now generally accepted by the United States and the vast majority of other member nations of the United Nations that gross violations of human rights are, as a matter of international law, a legitimate concern of the world community.‖ This case opened the possibility of express prosecution of torturers of any nationality who appear in the jurisdiction of the United States. Other courts in the U.S. have also used United Nations instruments and activities as part of their decisions, and other states beyond the U.S. show some influence from UN instruments in their legal and administrative decisions. The 1998 Pinochet extradition case in London, described by Human Rights Watch as a ―wake-up call‖ to tyrants everywhere, was decided on the basis that both Britain and Chile had ratified the United Nations Convention against Torture.

 

 1. According to various points made by the author of the passage, all of the following are ways in which the UN can exert influence over human rights EXCEPT:

A. by persuading member states to change certain laws to avoid human rights violations.

B. by enforcing a UN command to cease any behaviour that does not adhere to UN standards.

C. by recognizing certain countries based on their human rights record.

D. by affecting the legal and political policies of member states.

E. by providing a stamp of legitimacy to some member countries

 

 

2. The passage suggests that the author would most likely agree with which of the following statements?

A. The UN has done little to affect the protection and establishment of human rights.

B. Human rights violations should be the primary concern of the UN.

C. International policies can be influenced by UN activities and proclamations.

D. Future human rights court cases may turn to UN policies for assistance.

E. The UN needs to be given military powers

 

 

3. The author mentions the case of Filartiga v. Peña Irala primarily in order to:

A. describe United Nations human rights activity that led to direct protection by an actor.

B. demonstrate the dangers of the UN‘s concentration on long-term effects.

C. provide evidence that torture is prohibited by international law.

D. cite a case in which the UN withheld legitimacy from a target state.

E. cite a case wherein UN intervention proved futile

 

 4. Regardless of what the rest of the passage might be arguing, the author‘s principal concern in the first paragraph is most likely to:

A. propose changes that would increase UN effectiveness in enforcing human rights.

B. indicate indirectly the shortfalls of UN human rights activity concerned with short-term change.

C. explain the UN‘s function in the field of human rights by giving examples.

D. describe the major activity of the UN in the field of human rights

E. to praise the policies of the United Nations 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/rc-99-passage-115183.html> 
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In 1975 Chinese survey teams

remeasured Mount Everest, the highest

of the Himalayan mountains. Like the

British in 1852, they used the age-old

(5) technique of “carrying in” sea level:

surveyors marched inland from the

coast for thousands of miles, stopping

at increments of as little as a few feet

to measure their elevation, and mark-

(10) ing each increment with two poles.

To measure the difference in elevation

between poles, surveyors used an

optical level—a telescope on a level

base—placed halfway between the

(15) poles. They sighted each pole, reading

off measurements that were then

used to calculate the change in elevation

over each increment. In sight of

the peaks the used theodolites—

(20) telescopes for measuring vertical and

horizontal angles—to determine the

elevation of the summit.

The Chinese, however, made

efforts to correct for the errors that

25) had plagued the British. One source

of error is refraction, the bending of

light beams as they pass through air

layers of different temperature and

pressure. Because light traveling.

(30) down from a summit passes through

many such layers, a surveyor could

sight a mirage rather than the peak

itself. To reduce refraction errors, the

Chinese team carried in sea level to

(35) within five to twelve miles of Everest’s

summit, decreasing the amount of air

that light passed through on its way to

their theodolites. The Chinese also

launched weather balloons near their

(40) theodolites to measure atmospheric

temperature and pressure changes

to better estimate refraction errors.

Another hurdle is the peak’s shape.

When surveyors sight the summit.

(45) there is a risk they might not all

measure the same point. In 1975

the Chinese installed the first survey

beacon on Everest, a red reflector

visible through a theodolite for ten

50) miles, as a reference point. One

more source of error is the unevenness

of sea level. The British

assumed that carrying in sea level

would extend an imaginary line from

(55) the shore along Earth’s curve to a

point beneath the Himalaya. In

reality, sea level varies according

to the irregular interior of the planet.

The Chinese used a gravity meter to

correct for local deviations in sea level.

 

Q32

It can be inferred from the passage that refraction would be most likely to cause errors in measurements of a mountain’s

elevation under which of the following conditions?

A. When there are local variations in sea level

B. When light passes through humid air

C. When theodolites are used relatively far from the mountain peak.

D. When weather balloons indicate low air temperature and pressure.

E. When sea level has been carried in to Within five to twelve miles of the summit.

 

Which of the following best describes the purpose of the sentence in lines 23-25

(“The Chinese…the British”)?

A. Introduce a definition

B. Signal a transition in focus

C. Summarize the preceding paragraph

D. Draw a contrast between two different theories.

E. Present information that contradicts the Preceding paragraph.

 

Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a possible source of error in surveying mountain elevation?
A. Mirages

B. Refraction

C. Inaccurate instruments

D. Variations in sea level

E. Uncertainty about the exact point to be Measured

 

Q35

The primary purpose of the passage is to
A. provide details about improvements to a process

B. challenge the assumptions underlying a new method

C. criticize the way in which a failed project was carried out

D. call for new methods to solve an existing problem

E. explain the theory behind a new technique 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/rc-mount-everest-113855.html> 
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The Bering Land Bridge, or Beringia, 

emerged in the Bering and Chukchi 

Seas following a gradual drop in sea 

level during the Quaternary period (the 

5 last 2 million years). About 20,000 years 

ago the land bridge extended from 

Unalaska Island of the Aleutian chain on 

the southeast, and from near the mouth 

of the Mackenzie River of Canada on 

10 the east to near the Kolyma and 

Indigirka rivers of eastern Siberia on the 

west, and northwestward to Cape 

Olyutorsky of the Koryak area north of 

the Kamchatka Peninsula. 

15 Archaeologists believe that the first 

humans to penetrate North America 

used this bridge, migrating from 

northeast Asia to northwestern Canada. 

This migration probably occurred during 

20 the last major phase of the Wisconsin 

glaciation, a period that began 

approximately 30,000 years ago and 

lasted approximately 20,000 years. As 

this period ended, the two continents 

25 were separated as major continental ice 

sheets and other glaciers melted and 

caused the sea level to rise again. 

When the bridge existed, much of the 

area was not glaciated; it supported 

30 Arctic vegetation, particularly tundra, dry 

grasslands, marsh vegetation, and 

boreal forests. These plants supplied 

ample food for grazing animals, 

including horses, reindeer, and such Ice 

35 Age species as mammoths, mastodons, 

and woolly rhinoceros. The presence of 

fish and bird fossils points to the 

possibility that Beringia could have 

supported human communities.

 

The author’s argument in the second paragraph would be most supported by the discovery of

 

A) a 20,000-year-old, undersized mammoth skeleton on the Kamchatka Peninsula

 

B) 18,000-year-old cave drawings depicting humans and animals near the Mackenzie River

 

C) fossilized vegetation at Cape Olyutorsky that may have been part of the mammoth’s diet

 

D) a 35,000-year-old reindeer skeleton near the Kolyma River

 

E) similar 20,000-year-old human skeletons on Unalaska Island and at Cape Olyutorsky 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/tough-rc-specific-question-116586.html> 
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What kinds of property rights apply to Algonquian family hunting territories, and how did they come to be? The dominant view in recent decades has been that family hunting territories, like other forms of private landownership, were not found among Algonquians (a group of North American Indian tribes) before contact with Europeans but are the result of changes in Algonquian society brought about by the European-Algonquian fur trade, in combination with other factors such as ecological changes and consequent shifts in wildlife harvesting patterns. Another view claims that Algonquian family hunting territories predate contact with Europeans and are forms of private landownership by individuals and families. More recent fieldwork, however, has shown that individual and family rights to hunting territories form part of a larger land-use system of muitifamilial hunting groups, that rights to hunting territories at this larger community level take precedence over those at the individual or family level, and that this system reflects a concept of spiritual and social reciprocity that conflicts with European concepts of private property. In short, there are now strong reasons to think that it was erroneous to claim that Algonquian family hunting territories ever were, or were becoming, a kind of private property system.

 

 1. It can be inferred from the passage that proponents of the view mentioned in highlighted text believe which of the following about the origin of Algonquian family hunting territories?

(A) They evolved from multifamilial hunting territories.

(B) They are an outgrowth of reciprocal land-use practices.

(C) They are based on certain spiritual beliefs.

(D) They developed as a result of contact with Europeans.

(E) They developed as a result of trade with non-Algonquian Indian tribes.

 2. The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) provide an explanation for an unexpected phenomenon

(B) suggest that a particular question has yet to be answered

(C) present a new perspective on an issue

(D)defend a traditional view from attack 

(E)reconcile opposing sides of an argument

 

3. According to the passage, recent fieldwork has revealed which of the following about rights to hunting territories in Algonquian societies?

(A) Rights at the individual level take precedence over those at the family level. 

(B) Rights at the multifamilial level take precedence over those at the family level.

(C) These rights developed as a result of changes in Algonquian society brought about by contact with Europeans.

(D) These rights developed in response to European challenges to Algonquian private land ownership.

(E)These rights developed in response to recent ecological changes that have negatively affected the availability of game. 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/algonquian-family-hunting-territories-112636.html> 

 

-----------

For over a decade the most common policy advice given to developing countries by international development institutions has been to copy the export-oriented path of the newly industrializing countries, the celebrated NIC's. These economies��Brazil, Hong Kong, Mexico, Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan�� burst into the world manufacturing market in the late 1960's and the 1970's; by 1978 these six economies, along with India, enjoyed unequaled growth rates for gross national product and for exports, with exports accounting for 70 percent of the developing world's manufactured exports. It was, therefore, not surprising that dozens of other countries attempted to follow their model, yet no countries��with the possible exceptions of Malaysia and Thailand��have even approached their success. In ��No More NIC's,�� Robin Broad and John Cavanagh search for the reasons behind these failures, identifying far-reaching changes in the global economy��from synthetic substitutes for commodity exports to unsustainable levels of foreign debt��as responsible for a glut economy offering little room for new entrants. Despite these changes, the authors maintain, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund��the foremost international development institutions��have continued to promote the NIC path as the way for heavily indebted developing countries to proceed. And yet the futility of this approach should, according to the authors, be all too apparent so many years into a period of reduced growth in world markets.

 

Q1: Given the information in the passage, which of the following is a true statement about the NIC's?

A. Their economic success among developing countries has been exceeded only by the successes of Malaysia and Thailand.

B. By 1978 they produced 70 percent of the world's manufactured exports.

C. In the late 1970's, their growth rates for gross national product were among the highest in the world.

D. In recent years their development has been heavily subsidized by major international development institutions.

E. They received conflicting policy advice from international development institutions in the late 1960's and the 1970's.

 

Q2: The author of the passage most clearly implies that Broad and Cavanagh disagree with the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund about which of the following?

A. The ways in which the global economy has changed in recent years

B. The causes of the unsustainable levels of foreign debt that the developing countries have incurred in recent years

C. The level of foreign debt that should be maintained by developing countries

D. The degree to which international development institutions should monitor the growth of developing countries

E. The degree to which heavily indebted developing countries should emphasize exports in their overall economic strategy

 

Q3: The author mentions Malaysia and Thailand in order to

A. acknowledge the appearance of implausibility in a broad claim

B. concede the possible existence of counter-examples to a generalization

C. offer additional evidence in support of a disputed conclusion

D. illustrate the broad applicability of a hypothesis

E. admit the limited scope of a standard analysis 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/rc-gmatprep1-broad-and-cavanagh-114309.html> 
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The United States hospital industry is an unusual market in that nonprofit and for-profit produce's exist simultaneously. Theoretical literature offers conflicting views on whether nonprofit hospitals are less financially efficient. Theory suggests that nonprofit hospitals are so much more interested in offering high-quality service than in making money that they frequently input more resources to provide the same output of service as for-profit hospitals. This priority might also often lead them to be less vigilant in streamlining their services—eliminating duplication between departments, for instance. Conversely, while profit motive Is thought to encourage for-profit hospitals to attain efficient production, most theorists admit that obstacles to that efficiency remain. For-profit hospital managers, for example, generally work independently of hospital owners and thus may not always make maximum financial efficiency their highest priority. The literature also suggests that widespread adoption of third-party payment systems may eventually eliminate any such potential differences between the two kinds of hospitals.

 

The same literature offers similarly conflicting views of the efficiency of nonprofit hospitals from a social welfare perspective. Newhouse (1970) contends that nonprofit hospital managers unnecessarily expand the quality and quantity of hospital care beyond the actual needs of the community, while Weisbrod (1975) argues that nonprofit firms-hospitals included—contribute efficiently to community welfare by providing public services that might be inadequately provided by government alone

 

 

1. The passage is primarily concerned with

(A) discussing the advantages of increased efficiency in a particular type of hospital 

(B) assessing obstacles to efficiency in a particular type of hospital

(C) describing conflicting assessments in the theoretical literature concerning particular types of hospitals

(D) Challenging evidence used to support an argument advanced in recent theoretical literature concerning a particular type of hospital

(E)emphasizing the advantages of one particular type of hospital over another type

 

2. The passage suggests which of the following about the managers mentioned In the highlighted text?

(A) They have generally been motivated to streamline hospital services as a result of direct

intervention by hospital owners. 

(B)They are more likely than managers of nonprofit hospitals to use unnecessary amounts of resources to provide services.

(C) Their most important self-acknowledged goal is to achieve maximum financial efficiency so that hospitals show a profit.

(D) Their decisions regarding services provided by their hospitals may not reflect hospital owners' priorities.

(E) They do not place a high priority on maximizing profits, despite their desire to achieve efficiency. 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/the-united-states-hospital-industr-112635.html> 
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Valuation of Education is a research method that assesses the value of educational attainment; its goal is to identify both the actual monetary value of diplomas and degrees to their recipients, in terms of expected salaries, and to identify the monetary value of educated employees over less educated employees to employers. The findings of the Valuation of Education method have increasingly influenced hiring procedures within academia, government, and, to a lesser degree, business and finance.

 

Valuation of Education gathers its research by comparing individuals in the same job category, but at different levels of educational attainment. Although the connection between education and salary is well-known, the most surprising finding of the method is that the correlation between education and job proficiency is consistent, regardless of job category; in other words, more progress within the education system translates to a greater value of an employee to virtually any business. Moreover, a worker who holds a degree higher than that of a coworker earns a proportionally greater salary than his or her counterpart, regardless of skill, and this salary ratio remains relatively constant across job categories.

 

However, one question remains: are the economic gains made by the highly educated as identified by Valuation of Education methods commensurate with the increasing price of education itself, or are these salary increases mere gestures that allow the highly educated to justify immense expenditures of time and money in pursuit of pecuniary gains?

 

The costs of education indeed justify themselves: even the increasing costs of advanced degrees are earned back by the majority of employees, while many other methods by which employees attempt to raise their pay scale have not proven to legitimate their costs. This is true despite the fact that education is often applicable across occupational fields, while other methods of advancement are targeted to specific occupations. For example, professional development or on-the-job training impact neither salary nor job proficiency as much as do higher levels of educational attainment.

 

 

According to the passage, which of the following statements is best supported by Valuation of Education's findings?

 

(A) An employee of the federal government who earns a Master's Degree can expect a larger jump in his or her lifetime earnings than can a businessperson who earns a Master's Degree.

 

(B) A community college will raise the salary of a professor with a Ph.D by a substantial amount and lower the salary of a colleague who did not receive a Ph.D solely to make her believe that her financial commitment to her Ph.D was worthwhile.

 

(C) A wholesaler who takes self-guided distance learning courses during his free time will build income and skills more effectively than a wholesaler who cuts back on his working hours in order to take community college courses.

 

(D) A government employee with a bachelor's degree who returns to school to receive an advanced degree will see a rise in income proportionally similar to the rise in income experienced by a university employee with a bachelor's degree who returns to school to receive an advanced degree.

 

(E) A businessperson with an advanced degree will both earn more money and be more proficient at his or her job than will a teacher with an advanced degree, regardless of the amount of on-the-job training held by either person. 
 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/valuation-of-education-kneton-99844.html> 

 

-------------

For years, U.S. employers have counted on a steady flow of labor from Mexico willing to accept low-skilled, low paying jobs. These workers, many of whom leave economically depressed villages in the Mexican interior, are often more than willing to work for wages well below both the U.S. minimum wage and the poverty line. However, thanks to a dramatic demographic shift currently taking place in Mexico, the seemingly inexhaustible supply of workers migrating from Mexico to the United States might one day greatly diminish if not cease.

Predictions of such a drastic decrease in the number of Mexican immigrants, both legal and illegal, are driven by Mexico’s rapidly diminishing population growth. As a result of a decades-long family planning campaign, most Mexicans are having far fewer children than was the norm a generation ago. The campaign, organized around the slogan that “the small family lives better,” saw the Mexican government establish family-planning clinics and offer free contraception. For nearly three decades, the government’s message concerning population hasn’t wavered. In fact, the Mexican Senate recently voted to extend public school sex education programs to kindergarten.

The result of Mexico’s efforts to stem population growth is nothing short of stunning. In 1968, the average Mexican woman had just fewer than seven children; today, the figure is slightly more than two. For two primary reasons, Mexico’s new demographics could greatly impact the number of Mexicans seeking work in the U.S. First, smaller families by their nature limit the pool of potential migrants. Second, the slowing of Mexico’s population growth has fostered hope that Mexico will develop a healthy middle class of people content to make their livelihoods in their home country.

Though the former of these factors is all but assured, the growth of a healthy middle class is far from a foregone conclusion. The critical challenge for Mexico is what it does with the next 20 years. Mexico must invest in education, job training, and infrastructure, as well as a social-security system to protect its aging population. If Mexico is willing to step forward and meet this challenge, America may one day wake up to find that, like cheap gasoline, cheap Mexican labor has become a thing of the past.

 

Q1. The passage does NOT indicate which of the following concerning Mexico’s current demographics?

A. Due to the government’s family planning campaign, Mexico’s population is currently diminishing.

B. On average, Mexican women are having approximately one-third the number of children that they had in 1968.

C. Many Mexicans still migrate to the United States in search of work.

D. As a result of declining birth rates, Mexico’s population is aging.

E. A healthy middle class in Mexico has not yet fully developed.

  

Q2. Which of the following can be inferred about U.S. employers of Mexican immigrants?

A. Most of these employers pay Mexican immigrants less money than they pay American citizens.

B. Some of these employers violate wage laws.

C. Many of these employers work in the agricultural industry.

D. Without Mexican immigrants, some of these employers would be forced to close their businesses.

E. The majority of these employers show no concern for the welfare of their workers.

 

Q3. One function of the final paragraph of the passage is to

A. relate why the number of Mexican immigrants seeking work in the United States is certain to decline.

B. detail the successes of Mexico’s family planning campaign.

C. explain why the number of Mexican immigrants seeking work in the United States may not dramatically decrease.

D. specify the types of infrastructure in which Mexico must invest.

E. notify American employers that they will soon need to find alternative sources of labor.

 

<http://gmatclub.com/forum/mexican-growth-104161.html> 

 

-----------

By the mid-fourteenth century, professional associations of canon lawyers (legal advocates in Christian ecclesiastical courts, which dealt with cases involving marriage, inheritance, and other issues) had appeared in most of Western Europe, and a body of professional standards had been defined for them. One might expect that the professional associations would play a prominent role in enforcing these standards of conduct, as other guilds often did, and as modern professional associations do, but that seems not to have happened. Advocates’ professional organizations showed little fervor for disciplining their erring members. Some even attempted to hobble efforts at enforcement. The Florentine guild of lawyers, for example, forbade its members to play any role in disciplinary proceedings against other guild members. In the few recorded episodes of disciplinary enforcement, the initiative for disciplinary action apparently came from a dissatisfied client, not from fellow lawyers.

At first glance, there seem to be two possible explanations for the rarity of disciplinary proceedings. Medieval canon lawyers may have generally observed the standards of professional conduct scrupulously. Alternatively, it is possible that deviations from the established standards of behavior were not uncommon, but that canonical disciplinary mechanisms were so inefficient that most delinquents escaped detection and punishment.

Two considerations make it clear that the second of these explanations is more plausible. First, the English civil law courts, whose ethical standards were similar to those of ecclesiastical courts, show many more examples of disciplinary actions against legal practitioners than do the records of church courts. This discrepancy could well indicate that the disciplinary mechanisms of the civil courts functioned more efficiently than those of the church courts. The alternative inference, namely, that ecclesiastical advocates were less prone to ethical lapses than their counterparts in the civil courts, seems inherently weak, especially since there was some overlap of personnel between the civil bar and the ecclesiastical bar.

Second, church authorities themselves complained about the failure of advocates to measure up to ethical standards and deplored the shortcomings of the disciplinary system. Thus the Council of Basel declared that canon lawyers failed to adhere to the ethical prescriptions laid down in numerous papal constitutions and directed Cardinal Cesarian to address the problem. In England, where medieval church records are extraordinarily rich, similar complaints about the failure of the disciplinary system to reform unethical practices were very common.

Such criticisms seem to have had a paradoxical result, for they apparently reinforced the professional solidarity of lawyers at the expense of the enforcement of ethical standards. Thus the profession’s critics may actually have induced advocates to organize professional associations for self-defense. The critics’ attacks may also have persuaded lawyers to assign a higher priority to defending themselves against attacks by nonprofessionals than to disciplining wayward members within their own ranks.

  

7. Which one of the following best states the main conclusion of the passage?

(A) Professional organizations of medieval canon lawyers probably only enforced ethical standards among their own members when provoked to do so by outside criticisms.

(B) Professional organizations of medieval civil lawyers seem to have maintained stricter ethical standards for their own members than did professional organizations of medieval canon lawyers.

(C) Professional organizations of medieval canon lawyers apparently served to defend their members against critics’ attacks rather than to enforce ethical standards.

(D) The ethical standards maintained by professional associations of medieval canon lawyers were chiefly laid down in papal constitutions.

(E) Ethical standards for medieval canon lawyers were not laid down until professional organizations for these lawyers had been formed.

 

8. According to the passage, which one of the following statements about law courts in medieval England is true?

(A) Some English lawyers who practiced in civil courts also practiced in church courts, but others served exclusively in one court or the other.

(B) English canon lawyers were more likely to initiate disciplinary proceedings against their colleagues than were English civil lawyers.

(C) English civil lawyers maintained more stringent ethical standards than did civil lawyers in the rest of Europe.

(D) English ecclesiastical courts had originally been modeled upon English civil courts.

(E) English ecclesiastical courts kept richer and more thorough records than did English civil courts.

 

9. The author refers to the Florentine guild of lawyers in the first paragraph most probably in order to

(A) introduce a theory about to be promoted

(B) illustrate the type of action referred to in the previous sentence

(C) underline the universality of a method discussed throughout the paragraph

(D) point out a flaw in an argument presented earlier in the paragraph

(E) rebut an anticipated objection to a thesis just proposed

 

10. The author refers to the Council of Basel (line 47) primarily in order to

(A) provide an example of the type of action needed to establish professional standards for canon lawyers

(B) contrast the reactions of English church authorities with the reactions of other bodies to violations of professional standards by canon lawyers

(C) bolster the argument that violations of professional standards by canon lawyers did take place

(D) explain how rules of conduct for canon lawyers were established

(E) describe the development of a disciplinary system to enforce professional standards among canon lawyers

 

11. According to the information in the passage, for which one of the following ethical violations would documentation of disciplinary action against a canon lawyer be most likely to exist?

(A) betraying a client’s secrets to the opposing party

(B) bribing the judge to rule in favor of a client

(C) misrepresenting credentials in order to gain admission to the lawyers’ guild

(D) spreading rumors in order to discredit an opposing lawyer

(E) knowingly helping a client to misrepresent the truth

 

12. Which one of the following is most analogous to the “professional solidarity” referred to in lines 56-57?

(A) Members of a teachers’ union go on strike when they believe one of their colleagues to be falsely accused of using an inappropriate textbook.

(B) In order to protect the reputation of the press in the face of a largely hostile public, a journalist conceals distortions in a colleague’s news article.

(C) Several dozen recording artists agree to participate in a concert to benefit an endangered environmental habitat.

(D) In order to expedite governmental approval of a drug, a government official is persuaded to look the other way when a pharmaceutical manufacturer conceals evidence that the drug may have minor side effects.

(E) A popular politician agrees to campaign for another, less popular politician belonging to the same political party.

 

13. The passage suggests that which one of the following is most likely to have been true of medieval guilds?

(A) Few guilds of any importance existed before the mid-fourteenth century.

(B) Many medieval guilds exercised influence over the actions of their members.

(C) Most medieval guilds maintained more exacting ethical standards than did the associations of canon lawyers.

(D) Medieval guilds found it difficult to enforce discipline among their members.

(E) The ethical standards of medieval guilds varied from one city to another.

 

14. The author would be most likely to agree with which one of the following regarding the hypothesis that medieval canon lawyers observed standards of professional conduct scrupulously?

(A) It is untrue because it is contradicted by documents obtained from the ecclesiastical courts.

(B) It is unlikely because it describes behavior markedly different from behavior observed in the same situation in modern society.

(C) It is unlikely because it describes behavior markedly different from behavior observed in a similar area of medieval society.

(D) It is impossible to assess intelligently because of the dearth of civil and ecclesiastical documents.

(E) It is directly supported by documents obtained from civil and ecclesiastical courts. 
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---------

Unlike the United States with its generalissimo politicians - Washington, Jackson, Grant, and Eisenhower- the ‘martial arts’ have been conspicuously absent from Canadian politics. The exception to the rule is former Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau, who became the first Canadian leader to bring a gunslinger ethos to Canadian politics. Trudeau introduced Canada to the refined art of single combat; it was the politics of “doing it my way”. Single-combat confrontation implied much more than the renegade in power did, and far less than the tricks of William Lyon Mackenzie King, prime minister intermittently between 1921 and 1948.

 

Trudeau’s unique background prepared him for the role of authoritarian leader he would assume later in life. Born on October 18, 1919, Trudeau lived in French-speaking Montreal, but heard English at home from his mother, making it easy for the young politician to appeal to all sectors of Canada, a bilingual country. As a young man, he walked and cycled through Europe, finding himself on occasion on the wrong side of the bars in foreign jails. By 1940, Trudeau entered the law faculty at the University of Montreal. As a student he enlisted in the Canadian Officers Training Corps, where he was given a commission as a lieutenant, a rank he held until his retirement in 1947. Trudeau, a renowned sportsman, held a brown belt in karate, knew how to skin dive and could descend 150 feet off a cliff with ease. He continued performing flamboyant physical feats even in later life as Canada’s fifteenth prime minister, astounding Canadians with his prowess. The public’s adoration made it possible for him to practice his personal brand of ‘do it my way’ politics, initiating profound and long-lasting changes to his country.

 

Other leaders would never have undertaken to deal with such taboo issues as divorce, abortion and homosexuality– matters likely to infuriate conservative Canada from coast to coast. Even the powerful Mackenzie King dared not touch any of the three, though Trudeau tackled them together in an omnibus bill as Minister of Justice under Lester B. Pearson. His reason for loosening legislation on these issues was, as he put poetically put it, "The state has no business in the bedrooms of the nation." The myths-makers have it that this was Trudeau's first deliberate ‘gun slinging’ move, performed with the ultimate goal of attaining national leadership. Contrary to popular belief, Trudeau had no leadership aspirations at the time; all he had was a passion for combat that eclipsed other religious considerations. Trudeau instigated far-reaching changes in legislation governing divorce, abortion and homosexuality that have had a major impact on Canada, shaping the country into what it is today.

 

13. The primary focus of the passage is on which of the following?

 

A. Comparing two Canadian prime ministers and contrasting their personal style of leadership

B. Describing the leadership style of one of Canada’s prime ministers

C. Evaluating the success of the leadership style of one of Canada’s prime ministers

D. Summarizing the contribution of one of Canada’s prime ministers

E. Tracing the long-term impact of legislation put forward by one of Canada’s prime ministers

 

14. It can be inferred from the passage that former Prime Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King

 

A. Was opposed to abortion and put forward legislation making it illegal

B. Was opposed to abortion but did not put forward legislation making it illegal

C. Was in favor of abortion and put forward legislation making it legal

D. Was in favor of abortion but did not put forward legislation making it legal

E. Did not put forward legislation making abortion legal

 

15. The author of the passage mentions Trudeau’s accomplishments in sports primarily in order to

 

A. Explain the source of Trudeau’s physical stamina

B. Illustrate that he had earned the adoration of the Canadian public

C. Contrast it to his personal brand of ‘do it my way’ politics

D. Provide one reason why he was able to single-handedly push through legislation that should normally have shocked conservative Canada

E. Provide one reason why he was able to single-handedly thwart legislation that should normally have shocked conservative Canada

 

16. The quotation "The state has no business in the bedrooms of the nation," is most probably used to

 

A. Present the opinion that the state should have less of a say in issues that are essentially not public matters

B. Present the opinion that the state should have less of a say in issues that are essentially public matters

C. Present the opinion that the state should have more of a say in issues that are essentially not personal matters

D. Provide an example of Pierre Elliot Trudeau’s flamboyant style that he used to captivate the Canadian public

E. Contrast Pierre Elliot Trudeau’s flamboyant style with that of Lester B. Pearson 
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--------------

When A. Philip Randolph assumed the leadership of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, he began a ten-year battle to win recognition from the Pullman Company, the largest private employer of Black people in the United States and the company that controlled the railroad industry's sleeping car and parlor service. In 1935 the Brotherhood became the first Black union recognized by a major corporation. Randolph's efforts in the battle helped transform the attitude of Black workers toward unions and toward themselves as an identifiable group; eventually, Randolph helped to weaken organized labor's antagonism toward Black workers.

In the Pullman contest Randolph faced formidable obstacles.The first was Black workers' understandable skepticism toward unions, which had historically barred Black workers from membership. An additional obstacle was the union that Pullman itself had formed, which weakened support among Black workers for an independent entity.

The Brotherhood possessed a number of advantages, however, including Randolph's own tactical abilities. In 1928 he took the bold step of threatening a strike against Pullman. Such a threat, on a national scale, under Black leadership, helped replace the stereotype of the Black worker as servant with the image of the Black worker as wage earner. In addition, the porters' very isolation aided the Brotherhood. Porters were scattered throughout the country, sleeping in dormitories in Black communities; their segregated life protected the union's internal communications from interception. That the porters were a homogeneous group working for a single employer with a single labor policy, thus sharing the same grievances from city to city, also strengthened the Brotherhood and encouraged racial identity and solidarity as well. But it was only in the early 1930's that federal legislation prohibiting a company from maintaining its own unions with company money eventually allowed the Brotherhood to become recognized as the porters' representative.

Not content with this triumph, Randolph brought the Brotherhood into the American Federation of Labor, where it became the equal of the Federation's 105 other unions. He reasoned that as a member union, the Brotherhood would be in a better position to exert pressure on member unions that practiced race restrictions. Such restrictions were eventually found unconstitutional in 1944.

 

 

13. According to the passage, by 1935 the skepticism of Black workers toward unions was

(A) unchanged except among Black employees of railroad-related industries

Line

(B) reinforced by the actions of the Pullman Company’s union

(C) mitigated by the efforts of Randolph

(D) weakened by the opening up of many unions to Black workers

(E) largely alleviated because of the policies of the American Federation of Labor

 

 

14. In using the word “understandable” (line 14), the author most clearly conveys

(A) sympathy with attempts by the Brotherhood between 1925 and 1935 to establish an independent union

(B) concern that the obstacles faced by Randolph between 1925 and 1935 were indeed formidable

(C) ambivalence about the significance of unions to most Black workers in the 1920’s

(D) appreciation of the attitude of many Black workers in the 1920’s toward unions

(E) regret at the historical attitude of unions toward Black workers

 

15. The passage suggests which of the following about the response of porters to the Pullman Company’s own union?

(A) Few porters ever joined this union.

(B) Some porters supported this union before 1935.

(C) Porters, more than other Pullman employees, enthusiastically supported this union.

(D) The porters’ response was most positive after 1935.

(E) The porters’ response was unaffected by the general skepticism of Black workers concerning unions.

 

16. The passage suggests that if the grievances of porters in one part of the United States had been different from those of porters in another part of the country, which of the following would have been the case?

(A) It would have been more difficult for the Pullman Company to have had a single labor policy.

(B) It would have been more difficult for the Brotherhood to control its channels of communication.

(C) It would have been more difficult for the Brotherhood to build its membership.

(D) It would have been easier for the Pullman Company's union to attract membership.

(E) It would have been easier for the Brotherhood to threaten strikes.

 

17. The passage suggests that in the 1920's a company in the United States was able to

(A) use its own funds to set up a union

(B) require its employees to join the company's own union

(C) develop a single labor policy for all its employees with little employee dissent

(D) pressure its employees to contribute money to maintain the company's own union

(E) use its resources to prevent the passage of federal legislation that would have facilitated the formation of independent unions

 

18. The passage supplies information concerning which of the following matters related to Randolph?

(A) The steps he took to initiate the founding of the Brotherhood

(B) His motivation for bringing the Brotherhood into the American Federation of Labor

(C) The influence he had on the passage of legislation overturning race restrictions in 1944

(D) The influence he had on the passage of legislation to bar companies from financing their own unions

(E) The success he and the Brotherhood had in influencing the policies of the other unions in the American Federation of Labor 
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Take a very commonplace, often discussed and critical topic: Are we detecting a greenhouse effect, and related to this, is it exacerbated by "homogenic factors," i.e., human actions? Most would be inclined to give a positive answer to both of these questions. But, if pushed, what would be the evidence, and how well grounded would it be for such affirmations?

 

Within scientific communities and associated scientifically informed circles, the answers have to be somewhat more ambiguous, particularly when rigorous questions concerning evidence are raised. Were scientific truth to be a matter of consensus, and some argue that scientific truth often turns out to be just that, then it is clear that there is beginning to be a kind of majority consensus among many earth science practitioners that the temperature of the Earth, particularly of the oceans, is indeed rising and that this is a crucial indicator for a possible greenhouse effect.

 

Most of these scientists admit that the mean oceanic temperature has risen globally in the last several decades. But this generalization depends upon how accurate measurements may be, not just for samples, but also for the whole Earth. Hot spots, for example the now four year old hot spot near New Guinea which is part of the El Niño cycle, does not count by itself because it might be balanced by cold spots elsewhere. And the fact of the matter is that "whole earth measurements" are still rare and primitive in the simple sense that we simply do not have enough thermometers out. Secondly, even if we had enough thermometers, a simply synchronic whole earth measurement over three decades is but a blip in the diachronic history of ice age cycles over the last tens of thousands of years. Thirdly, even if we know that the earth is now heating up, has an ever increasing ozone hole, and from this strange weather effects can be predicted, how much of this is due to homogenic factors, such as CFCs, CO2 increases, hydrocarbon burning, and the like? Is it really the case, as Science magazine claimed in l990, "24% of greenhouse encouraging gases are of homogenic origin"?

 

17. In this passage the author is primarily interested in

(A) Whether scientific truths are simply a matter of consensus

(B) Determining how well established the greenhouse effect is and to what degree it is worsened by human actions

(C) Whether the hot spot El Niño is balanced elsewhere by cold spots

(D) Determining if most scientists would be inclined to give a positive answer to the question of whether there is a greenhouse effect and if it is worsened by human actions

(E) Making a simple synchronic whole earth measurement more than a blip in the diachronic history of Ice Age cycles over the last tens of thousands of years.

 

18. The author of the passage would be most likely to agree with which of the following statements about the greenhouse effect?

(A) 24% of greenhouse encouraging gases are of homogenic origin.

(B) There is a greenhouse effect that is exacerbated by homogenic factors.

(C) The ozone hole is increasing due to homogenic factors, such as CFCs, CO2 increases, hydrocarbon burning, and the like.

(D) One can determine if mean oceanic temperatures have risen globally in the last several decades only if measurements of ocean temperatures are precise.

(E) Hot spots, such as the El Niño cycle, should not be counted as a factor in the greenhouse effect.

 

19. It can be inferred from the passage that

(A) We cannot be certain that strange weather effects are a result of the earth heating up and an ever-increasing ozone hole.

(B) The greenhouse effect is the most widely discussed topic in the scientifically informed circles.

(C) If the temperature of the oceans has ceased to rise at an ever-increasing rate, then the rate of global warming has increased.

(D) Strange weather effects have been shown to be due to the diachronic effects of hydrocarbon burning and not to increases in CFC.

(E) Strange weather effects are caused by the increase use of CFCs, CO2, and similar gasses.

 

20. The author’s claim that, a simply synchronic whole earth measurement over three decades is but a blip in the diachronic history of ice age cycles over the last tens of thousands of years would be strengthened if the author

(A) Indicated the minimum number of thermometers necessary for a whole earth measurement.

(B) Described the factors that precipitated the start of a new ice age.

(C) Compare synchronic whole earth measurements with diachronic whole earth measurements.

(D) Proved that the mean number of years required to detect significant changes in weather patterns is greater than thirty.

(E) Specified the exact location and quantity of thermometers placed by scientists around the globe. 
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---------------

The overseas Chinese number only 55 million and are politically powerless in many of the Asian lands through which they are sprinkled. Yet they are one of the world’s great economic engines, commanding resources far beyond their numbers. They are most likely to have a hand in converting China into a giant that could dominate the 21st century.

 

The enormous wealth of the overseas Chinese has been accumulated and is deployed through a distinctive form of social and business organization. They are held together not by law, government and public ideals; or by a concept of national solidarity, but by personal acquaintance, trust and obligation. The result has been a highly decentralized business structure based on secretive, entrepreneurial, family-owned firms that are run autocratically but cooperate smoothly and informally with each other, often across national borders.

 

Wary of governments and laws, the Chinese found that dialect, kinship, a common origin in a clan, a village or a county gave a sure footing of trust for a business deal conducted even at great distance. The certainty this gave and the informality it allowed shaped the loftiest transactions as well as the most humble. 

 

The knots in this worldwide net are family-owned firms. Even in listed companies, the founding family’s control and accumulation of capital are principal aims. A system based on a multitude of owner-managed firms with intimate links to others like them has the two big advantages of fast decision-making and acute sensitivity to markets. The businesses in which the overseas Chinese have done best – trading, property, commodities, shipping, mining and timber are lines in which, even on a global scale, an instinct for the right price, time and place counts for more than complex management skills. 

 

But despite all, however distressing China’s politics maybe, the overseas Chinese have always felt the cultural, linguistic and often familial pull of the place they came from, thus elevating the family spirit to national scale. This feeling has already borne much fruit in the form of universities, hospitals and investments provided for the mainland by overseas Chinese businessmen.

 

 

According to the passage which of the following is true in relation to the overseas Chinese?

 

(A) They are free from the bindings of law and fiscal policies.

 

(B) The rapidly expanding numbers of overseas Chinese are heading towards constituting a major part of the world’s population.

 

(C) They are disillusioned by the pathetic socio-political conditions of China and bear no affections for their nation.

 

(D) Despite their minority, the overseas Chinese are highly resourceful economic contrivers with the potential to influence the world in future.

 

(E) The Chinese when overseas prefer to establish commercial ties only with the natives of China.

 

 

With which of the following statements would the author of the passage above be least likely to agree?

 

(A) Despite their success the overseas Chinese have failed to contribute towards the distressing state of circumstances in China.

 

(B) The Chinese have an admirable propensity to assess the correct price, time and place for commercial activity.

 

(C) A system constituted chiefly by family owned firms has facilitated decision-making and responsiveness to markets for the overseas Chinese.

 

(D) The overseas Chinese found common vernacular and familial relationships reassuring in business conducted over great distances.

 

(E) The astounding wealth of the overseas Chinese has been amassed and is spread out through a credible socio-economic organization. 
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Since World War II considerable advances have been made in the area of health-care services. These include better access to health care (particularly for the poor and minorities), improvements in physical plants, and increased numbers of physicians and other health personnel. All have played a part in the recent improvement in life expectancy. But there is mounting criticism of the large remaining gaps in access, unbridled cost inflation, the further fragmentation of service, excessive indulgence in wasteful high-technology “gadgeteering,” and a breakdown in doctor-patient relationships. In recent years proposed panaceas and new programs, small and large, have proliferated at a feverish pace and disappointments multiply at almost the same rate. This has led to an increased pessimism—“everything has been tried and nothing works”—which sometimes borders on cynicism or even nihilism.

It is true that the automatic “pass through” of rapidly spiraling costs to government and insurance carriers, which was set in a publicized environment of “the richest nation in the world,” produced for a time a sense of unlimited resources and allowed to develop a mood whereby every practitioner and institution could “do his own thing” without undue concern for the “Medical Commons.” The practice of full-cost reimbursement encouraged capital investment and now the industry is overcapitalized. Many cities have hundreds of excess hospital beds; hospitals have proliferated a superabundance of high-technology equipment; and structural ostentation and luxury were the order of the day. In any given day, one-fourth of all community beds are vacant; expensive equipment is underused or, worse, used unnecessarily. Capital investment brings rapidly rising operating costs.

Yet, in part, this pessimism derives from expecting too much of health care. It must be realized that care is, for most people, a painful experience, often accompanied by fear and unwelcome results. Although there is vast room for improvement, health care will always retain some unpleasantness and frustration. Moreover, the capacities of medical science are limited. Humpty Dumpty cannot always be put back together again. Too many physicians are reluctant to admit their limitations to patients; too many patients and families are unwilling to accept such realities. Nor is it true that everything has been tried and nothing works, as shown by the prepaid group practice plans of the Kaiser Foundation and at Puget Sound. In the main, however, such undertakings have been drowned by a veritable flood of public and private moneys which have supported and encouraged the continuation of conventional practices and subsidized their shortcomings on a massive, almost unrestricted scale. Except for the most idealistic and dedicated, there were no incentives to seek change or to practice self-restraint or frugality. In this atmosphere, it is not fair to condemn as failures all attempted experiments; it may be more accurate to say many never had a fair trial.

1. The author implies that the Kaiser Foundation and Puget Sound plans (lines 47-48) differed from other plans by

(A) encouraging capital investment

(B) requiring physicians to treat the poor

(C) providing incentives for cost control

(D) employing only dedicated and idealistic doctors

(E) relying primarily on public funding

2. The author mentions all of the following as consequences of full-cost reimbursement EXCEPT

(A) rising operating costs

(B) underused hospital facilities

(C) overcapitalization

(D) overreliance on expensive equipment

(E) lack of services for minorities

3. The tone of the passage can best be described as

(A) light-hearted and amused

(B) objective but concerned

(C) detached and unconcerned

(D) cautious but sincere

(E) enthusiastic and enlightened

4. According to the author, the “pessimism” mentioned at line 35 is partly attributable to the fact that

(A) there has been little real improvement in health-care services

(B) expectations about health-care services are sometimes unrealistic

(C) large segments of the population find it impossible to get access to health-care services

(D) advances in technology have made health care service unaffordable

(E) doctors are now less concerned with patient care

5. The author cites the prepaid plans in lines 46-48 as

(A) counterexamples to the claim that nothing has worked

(B) examples of health-care plans that were over-funded

(C) evidence that health-care services are fragmented

(D) proof of the theory that no plan has been successful

(E) experiments that yielded disappointing results

6. It can be inferred that the sentence “Humpty Dumpty cannot always be put back together again” means that

(A) the cost of health-care services will not decline

(B) some people should not become doctors

(C) medical care is not really essential to good health

(D) illness is often unpleasant and even painful

(E) medical science cannot cure every ill

7. With which of the following descriptions of the system for the delivery of health-care services would the author most likely agree?

(A) It is biased in favor of doctors and against patients.

(B) It is highly fragmented and completely ineffective

(C) It has not embraced new technology rapidly enough

(D) It is generally effective but can be improved

(E) It discourages people from seeking medical care

8. Which of the following best describes the logical structure of the selection?

(A) The third paragraph is intended as a refutation of the first and second paragraphs.

(B) The second and third paragraphs explain and put into perspective the points made in the first paragraph.

(C) The second and third paragraphs explain and put into perspective the points made in the first paragraph.

(D) The first paragraph describes a problem, and the second and third paragraphs present two horns of a dilemma.

(E) The first paragraph describes a problem, the second its causes, and the third a possible solution.

9. The author’s primary concern is to

(A) criticize physicians and health-care administrators for investing in techno¬logically advanced equipment

(B) examine some problems affecting delivery of health-care services and assess their severity

(C) defend the medical community from charges that health-care has not improved since World War II

(D) analyze the reasons for the health-care industry’s inability to provide quality care to all segments of the population

(E) describe the peculiar economic features of the health-care industry that are the causes of spiraling medical costs 
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Agricultural progress provided the stimulus necessary to set off economic expansion in medieval France. As long as those who worked the land were barely able to ensure their own subsistence and that of their landlords, all other activities had to be minimal, but when food surpluses increased, it became possible to release more people for governmental, commercial, religious and cultural pursuits.

However, not all the funds from the agricultural surplus were actually available for commercial investment. Much of the surplus, in the form of food increases, probably went to raise the subsistence level; an additional amount, in the form of currency gained from the sale of food, went into the royal treasury to be used in waging war. Although Louis VII of France levied a less crushing tax burden on his subjects than did England’s Henry II, Louis VII did spend great sums on an unsuccessful crusade, and his vassals—both lay and ecclesiastic—took over spending where their sovereign stopped. Surplus funds were claimed both by the Church and by feudal landholders, whereupon cathedrals and castles mushroomed throughout France.

The simultaneous progress of cathedral building and, for instance, vineyard expansion in Bordeaux illustrates the very real competition for available capital between the Church and commercial interests; the former produced inestimable moral and artistic riches, but the latter had a stronger immediate impact upon gross national product. Moreover, though all wars by definition are defensive, the frequent crossings of armies that lived off the land and impartially burned all the huts and barns on their path consumed considerable resources.

Since demands on the agricultural surplus would have varied from year to year, we cannot precisely calculate their impact on the commercial growth of medieval France. But we must bear that impact in mind when estimating the assets that were likely to have been available for investment. No doubt castle and cathedral building was not totally barren of profit (for the builders, that is), and it produced intangible dividends of material and moral satisfaction for the community. Even wars handed back a fragment of what they took, at least to a few. Still, we cannot place on the same plane a primarily destructive activity and a constructive one, nor expect the same results from a new bell tower as from a new water mill. Above all, medieval France had little room for investment over and above the preservation of life. Granted that war cost much less than it does today, that the Church rendered all sorts of educational and recreational services that were unobtainable elsewhere, and that government was far less demanding than is the modern state—nevertheless, for medieval men and women, supporting commercial development required considerable economic sacrifice.

1. According to the passage, agricultural revenues in excess of the amount needed for subsistence were used by medieval kings to

(A) patronize the arts

(B) sponsor public recreation

(C) wage war

(D) build cathedrals

(E) fund public education

2. According to the passage, which of the following was an important source of revenue in medieval France?

(A) Cheese

(B) Wine

(C) Wool

(D) Olive oil

(E) Veal

3. The passage suggests that which of the following would have reduced the assets immediately available for commercial investment in medieval France?

I. Renovation of a large cathedral

II. A sharp increase in the birth rate

III. An invasion of France by Henry II

(A) III only

(B) I and II only

(C) I and III only

(D) II and III only

(E) I, II, and III

4. It can be inferred from the passage that more people could enter government and the Church in medieval France because

(A) the number of individual landholdings in heavily agricultural areas was beginning to increase

(B) an increase in the volume of international trade had brought an increase in the population of cities

(C) a decrease in warfare had allowed the king to decrease the size of the army

(D) food producers could grow more food than they and their families needed to survive

(E) landlords were prospering and thus were demanding a smaller percentage of tenants’ annual yields

5. The author implies that the reason we cannot expect the same results from a new bell tower as from a new water mill is that

(A) bell towers yield an intangible dividend

(B) bell towers provide material satisfaction

(C) water mills cost more to build than bell towers

(D) water mills divert funds from commerce

(E) water mills might well be destroyed by war

6. The author of the passage most probably bases his central argument on which of the following theoretical assumptions often made by economists?

(A) Different people should be taxed in proportion to the benefit they can expect to receive from public activity.

(B) Perfect competition exists only in the case where no farmer, merchant, or laborer controls a large enough share of the total market to influence market price.

(C) A population wealthy enough to cut back its rate of consumption can funnel the resulting savings into the creation of capital.

(D) A full-employment economy must always, to produce one good, give up producing another good.

(E) There is a universal tendency for population, unless checked by food supply, to increase in a geometric progression.

7. The author suggests that commercial expansion in medieval France “required considerable economic sacrifice” (lines 59-60) primarily for which of the following reasons?

(A) Cathedrals cost more to build and rebuild than did castles.

(B) The numerous wars fought during the period left the royal treasury bankrupt.

(C) Louis VII levied a more crushing tax burden on his subjects than did Henry II.

(D) Although much of the available surplus had been diverted into vineyard expansion, the vineyards had not yet begun to produce.

(E) Although more food was being produced, the subsistence level was not very far above the minimum required to sustain life.

8. The passage implies that which of the following yielded the lowest dividend to medieval men and women relative to its cost?

(A) Warfare

(B) Vineyard expansion

(C) Water mill construction

(D) Castle building

(E) Cathedral building

9. Which of the following statements best expresses the central idea of the passage?

(A) Commercial growth in medieval France may be accurately computed by calculating the number of castles and cathedrals built during the period.

(B) Competition between the Church and the feudal aristocracy for funds created by agricultural surplus demonstrably slowed the economic growth of medieval France.

(C) Despite such burdens as war and capital expansion by landholders, commerce in medieval France expanded steadily as the agricultural surplus increased.

(D) Funds actually available for commerce in medieval France varied with the demands placed on the agricultural surplus.

(E) The simultaneous progress of vineyard expansion and building in medieval France gives evidence of a rapidly expanding economy. 
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The National Security Act of 1947 created a national military establishment headed by a single Secretary of Defense. The legislation had been a year-and-a-half in the making—beginning when President Truman first recommended that the armed services be reorganized into a single department. During that period the President’s concept of a unified armed service was torn apart and put back together several times, the final measure to emerge from Congress being a compromise. Most of the opposition to the bill came from the Navy and its numerous civilian spokesmen, including Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal. In support of unification (and a separate air force that was part of the unification package) were the Army air forces, the Army, and, most importantly, the President of the United States.

Passage of the bill did not bring an end to the bitter interservice disputes. Rather than unify, the act served only to federate the military services. It neither halted the rapid demobilization of the armed forces that followed World War II nor brought to the new national military establishment the loyalties of officers steeped in the traditions of the separate services. At a time when the balance of power in Europe and Asia was rapidly shifting, the services lacked any precise statement of United States foreign policy from the National Security Council on which to base future programs. The services bickered unceasingly over their respective roles and missions, already complicated by the Soviet nuclear capability that for the first time made the United States subject to devastating attack. Not even the appointment of Forrestal as First Secretary of Defense allayed the suspicions of naval officers and their supporters that the role of the U.S. Navy was threatened with permanent eclipse. Before the war of words died down, Forrestal himself was driven to resignation and then suicide.

By 1948, the United States military establishment was forced to make do with a budget approximately 10 percent of what it had been at its wartime peak. Meanwhile, the cost of weapons procurement was rising geometrically as the nation came to put more and more reliance on the atomic bomb and its delivery systems. These two factors inevitably made adversaries of the Navy and the Air Force as the battle between advocates of the B-36 and the supercarrier so amply demonstrates. Given severe fiscal restraints on the one hand, and on the other the nation’s increasing reliance on strategic nuclear deterrence, the conflict between these two services over roles and missions was essentially a contest over slices of an ever-diminishing pie.

Yet if in the end neither service was the obvious victor, the principle of civilian dominance over the military clearly was. If there had ever been any danger that the United States military establishment might exploit, to the detriment of civilian control, the goodwill it enjoyed as a result of its victories in World War II, that danger disappeared in the interservice animosities engendered by the battle over unification.

1. The author makes all of the following points about the National Security Act of 1947 EXCEPT

(A) It provided for a single Secretary of Defense.

(B) The legislation that came out of Congress was a compromise measure.

(C) The legislation was initially proposed by President Truman.

(D) The Navy opposed the bill that eventually became law.

(E) The bill was passed to help the nation’s demobilization effort.

2. Which of the following best describes the tone of the selection?

(A) Analytical and confident

(B) Resentful and defensive

(C) Objective and speculative

(D) Tentative and skeptical

(E) Persuasive and cynical

3. According to the passage, the interservice strife that followed unification occurred primarily between the

(A) Army and Army air forces

(B) Army and Navy

(C) Army air forces and Navy

(D) Navy and Army

(E) Air Force and Navy

4. It can be inferred from the passage that Forrestal’s appointment as Secretary of Defense was expected to

(A) placate members of the Navy

(B) result in decreased levels of defense spending

(C) outrage advocates of the Army air forces

(D) win Congressional approval of the unification plan

(E) make Forrestal a Presidential candidate against Truman

5. According to the passage, President Truman supported which of the following??

I. Elimination of the Navy

II. A unified military service

III. Establishment of a separate air force

(A) I only

(B) II only

(C) I and II only

(D) II and III only

(E) I, II, and III

6. With which of the following statements about defense unification would the author most likely agree?

(A) Unification ultimately undermined United States military capability by inciting interservice rivalry.

(B) The unification legislation was necessitated by the drastic decline in appropriations for the military services.

(C) Although the unification was not entirely successful, it had the unexpected result of ensuring civilian control of the military.

(D) In spite of the attempted unification, each service was still able to pursue its own objectives without interference from the other branches.

(E) Unification was in the first place unwarranted and in the second place ineffective.

7. According to the selection, the political situation following the passage of the National Security Act of 1947 was characterized by all of the following EXCEPT

(A) a shifting balance of power in Europe and in Asia

(B) fierce interservice rivalries

(C) lack of strong leadership by the National Security Council

(D) shrinking postwar military budgets

(E) a lame-duck President who was unable to unify the legislature

8. The author cites the resignation and suicide of Forrestal in order to

(A) underscore the bitterness of the interservice rivalry surrounding the passage of the National Security Act of 1947

(B) demonstrate that the Navy eventually emerged as the dominant branch of service after the passage of the National Security Act of 1947

(C) suggest that the nation would be better served by a unified armed service under a single command

(D) provide an example of a military leader who preferred to serve his country in war rather than in peace

(E) persuade the reader that Forrestal was a victim of political opportunists and an unscrupulous press

9. The author is primarily concerned with

(A) discussing the influence of personalities on political events

(B) describing the administration of a powerful leader

(C) criticizing a piece of legislation

(D) analyzing a political development

(E) suggesting methods for controlling the military 
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Public general hospitals originated in the almshouse infirmaries established as early as colonial times by local governments to care for the poor. Later, in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the infirmary separated from the almshouse and became an independent institution supported by local tax money. At the same time, private charity hospitals began to develop. Both private and public hospitals provided mainly food and shelter for the impoverished sick, since there was little that medicine could actually do to cure illness, and the middle class was treated at home by private physicians.

Late in the nineteenth century, the private charity hospital began trying to attract middle-class patients. Although the depression of 1890 stimulated the growth of charitable institutions and an expanding urban population became dependent on assistance, there was a decline in private contributions to these organizations which forced them to look to local government for financial support. Since private institutions had also lost benefactors; they began to charge patients. In order to attract middle-class patients, private institutions provided services and amenities that distinguished between paying and non-paying patients and made the hospital a desirable place for private physicians to treat their own patients. As paying patients became more necessary to the survival of the private hospital, the public hospitals slowly became the only place for the poor to get treatment. By the end of the nineteenth century, cities were reimbursing private hospitals for their care of indigent patients and the public hospitals remained dependent on the tax dollars.

The advent of private hospital health insurance, which provided middle-class patients with the purchasing power to pay for private hospital services, guaranteed the private hospital a regular source of income. Private hospitals restricted themselves to revenue-generating patients, leaving the public hospitals to care for the poor. Although public hospitals continued to provide services for patients with communicable diseases and outpatient and emergency services, the Blue Cross plans developed around the needs of the private hospitals and the inpatients they served. Thus, reimbursement for ambulatory care has been minimal under most Blue Cross plans, and provision of outpatient care has not been a major function of the private hospital, in part because private patients can afford to pay for the services of private physicians. Additionally, since World War II, there has been a tremendous influx of federal money into private medical schools and the hospitals associated with them. Further, large private medical centers with expensive research equipment and programs have attracted the best administrators, physicians, and researchers. As a result of the greater resources available to the private medical centers, public hospitals have increasing problems attracting highly qualified research and medical personnel. With the mainstream of health care firmly established in the private medical sector, the public hospital has become a “dumping ground.”

1. According to the passage, the very first private hospitals

(A) developed from almshouse infirmaries

(B) provided better care than public infirmaries

(C) were established mainly to service the poor

(D) were supported by government revenues

(E) catered primarily to the middle-class patients

2. It can be inferred that the author believes the differences that currently exist between public and private hospitals are primarily the result of

(A) political considerations

(B) economic factors

(C) ethical concerns

(D) legislative requirements

(E) technological developments

3. It can be inferred that the growth of private health insurance

(A) relieved local governments of the need to fund public hospitals

(B) guaranteed that the poor would have access to medical care

(C) forced middle-class patients to use public hospitals

(D) prompted the closing of many charitable institutions

(E) reinforced the distinction between public and private hospitals

4. Which of the following would be the most logical topic for the author to introduce in the next paragraph?

(A) A plan to improve the quality of public hospitals

(B) An analysis of the profit structure of health insurance companies

(C) A proposal to raise taxes on the middle class

(D) A discussion of recent developments in medical technology

(E) A list of the subjects studied by students in medical school

5. The author’s primary concern is to

(A) describe the financial structure of the healthcare industry

(B) demonstrate the importance of government support for health-care institutions

(C) criticize wealthy institutions for refusing to provide services to the poor

(D) identify the historical causes of the division between private and public hospitals

(E) praise public hospitals for their willingness to provide health care for the poor

6. The author cites all of the following as factors contributing to the decline of public hospitals EXCEPT.

(A) Government money was used to subsidize private medical schools and hospitals to the detriment of public hospitals.

(B) Public hospitals are not able to compete with private institutions for top flight managers and doctors.

(C) Large private medical centers have better research facilities and more extensive research programs than public hospitals.

(D) Public hospitals accepted the responsibility for treating patients with certain diseases.

(E) Blue Cross insurance coverage does not reimburse subscribers for medical expenses incurred in a public hospital.

7. The author’s attitude toward public hospitals can best be described as

(A) contemptuous and prejudiced

(B) apprehensive and distrustful

(C) concerned and understanding

(D) enthusiastic and supportive

(E) unsympathetic and annoyed

8. The author implies that any outpatient care provided by a hospital is

(A) paid for by private insurance

(B) provided in lieu of treatment by a private physician

(C) supplied primarily by private hospitals

(D) a source of revenue for public hospitals

(E) no longer provided by hospitals, public or private

9. Which of the following titles best describes the content of the passage?

(A) Public versus Private Hospitals: A Competitive Mismatch

(B) Historical and Economic Factors in the Decline of the Public Hospital

(C) A Comparison of the Quality of Care Provided in Public and Private Hospitals

(D) A Proposal for Revamping the Health Delivery Services Sector of the Economy

(E) Economic Factors That Contribute to the Inability of the Poor to Get Adequate Care 
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Until the 1980s, most scientists believed that noncatastrophic geological processes caused the extinction of dinosaurs that occurred approximately 66 million years ago, at the end of the Cretaceous period. Geologists argued that a dramatic drop in sea level coincided with the extinction of the dinosaurs and could have caused the climatic changes that resulted in this extinction as well as the extinction of many ocean species.

This view was seriously challenged in the 1980s by the discovery of large amounts of iridium in a layer of clay deposited at the end of the Cretaceous period. Because iridium is extremely rare in rocks on the Earth’s surface but common in meteorites, researchers theorized that it was the impact of a large meteorite that dramatically changed the earth’s climate and thus triggered the extinction of the dinosaurs.

Currently available evidence, however, offers more support for a new theory, the volcanic-eruption theory. A vast eruption of lava in India coincided with the extinctions that occurred at the end of the Cretaceous period, and the release of carbon dioxide from this episode of volcanism could have caused the climatic change responsible for the demise of the dinosaurs. Such outpourings of lava are caused by instability in the lowest layer of the Earth’s mantle, located just above the Earth’s core. As the rock that constitutes this layer is heated by the Earth’s core, it becomes less dense and portions of it eventually escape upward as blobs or molten rock, called “diapirs,” that can, under certain circumstances, erupt violently through the Earth’s crust.

Moreover, the volcanic-eruption theory, like the impact theory, accounts for the presence of iridium in sedimentary deposits; it also explains matters that the meteorite-impact theory does not. Although iridium is extremely rare on the Earth’s surface, the lower regions of the Earth’s mantle have roughly the same composition as meteorites and contain large amounts of iridium, which in the case of a diapir eruption would probably be emitted as iridium hexafluoride, a gas that would disperse more uniformly in the atmosphere than the iridium-containing matter thrown out from a meteorite impact. In addition, the volcanic-eruption theory may explain why the end of the Cretaceous period was marked by a gradual change in sea level. Fossil records indicate that for several hundred thousand years prior to the relatively sudden disappearance of the dinosaurs, the level of the sea gradually fell, causing many marine organisms to die out. This change in sea level might well have been the result of a distortion in the Earth’s surface that resulted from the movement of diapirs upward toward the Earth’s crust, and the more cataclysmic extinction of the dinosaurs could have resulted from the explosive volcanism that occurred as material from the diapirs erupted onto the Earth’s surface.

1. The passage suggests that during the 1980s researchers found meteorite impact a convincing explanation for the extinction of dinosaurs, in part because

(A) earlier theories had failed to account for the gradual extinction of many ocean species at the end of the Cretaceous period

(B) geologists had, up until that time, underestimated the amount of carbon dioxide that would be released during an episode of explosive volcanism

(C) a meteorite could have served as a source of the iridium found in a layer of clay deposited at the end of the Cretaceous period

(D) no theory relying on purely geological processes had, up until that time, explained the cause of the precipitous drop in sea level that occurred at the end of the Cretaceous period

(E) the impact of a large meteorite could have resulted in the release of enough carbon dioxide to cause global climatic change

2. According to the passage, the lower regions of the Earth’s mantle are characterized by

(A) a composition similar to that of meteorites

(B) the absence of elements found in rocks on the Earth’s crust

(C) a greater stability than that of the upper regions

(D) the presence of large amounts of carbon dioxide

(E) a uniformly lower density than that of the upper regions

3. It can be inferred from the passage that which one of the following was true of the lava that erupted in India at the end of the Cretaceous period?

(A) It contained less carbon dioxide than did the meteorites that were striking the Earth’s surface during that period.

(B) It was more dense than the molten rock, located just above the Earth’s core.

(C) It released enough iridium hexafluoride into the atmosphere to change the Earth’s climate dramatically.

(D) It was richer in iridium than rocks usually found on the Earth’s surface.

(E) It was richer in iridium than were the meteorites that were striking the Earth’s surface during that period.

4. In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with doing which one of the following?

(A) describing three theories and explaining why the latest of these appears to be the best of the three

(B) attacking the assumptions inherent in theories that until the 1980s had been largely accepted by geologists

(C) outlining the inadequacies of three different explanations of the same phenomenon

(D) providing concrete examples in support of the more general assertion that theories must often be revised in light of new evidence

(E) citing evidence that appears to confirm the skepticism of geologists regarding a view held prior to the 1980s

5. The author implies that if the theory described in the third paragraph is true, which one of the following would have been true of iridium in the atmosphere at the end of the Cretaceous period?

(A) Its level of concentration in the Earth’s atmosphere would have been high due to a slow but steady increase in the atmospheric iridium that began in the early Cretaceous period.

(B) Its concentration in the Earth’s atmosphere would have increased due to the dramatic decrease in sea level that occurred during the Cretaceous period.

(C) It would have been directly responsible for the extinction of many ocean species.

(D) It would have been more uniformly dispersed than iridium whose source had been the impact of a meteorite on the Earth’s surface.

(E) It would have been more uniformly dispersed than indium released into the atmosphere as a result of normal geological processes that occur on Earth.

6. The passage supports which one of the following claims about the volcanic-eruption theory?

(A) It does not rely on assumptions concerning the temperature of molten rock at the lowest pan of the Earth’s mantle.

(B) It may explain what caused the gradual fall in sea level that occurred for hundreds of thousands of years prior to the more sudden disappearance of the dinosaurs.

(C) It bases its explanation on the occurrence of periods of increased volcanic activity similar to those shown to have caused earlier mass extinctions.

(D) It may explain the relative scarcity of iridium in rocks on the Earth’s surface compared to its abundance in meteorites.

(E) It accounts for the relatively uneven distribution of iridium in the layer of clay deposited at the end of the Cretaceous period.

7. Which one of the following, if true, would cast the most doubt on the theory described in the last paragraph of the passage?

(A) Fragments of meteorites that have struck the Earth are examined and found to have only minuscule amounts of iridium hexafluoride trapped inside of them.

(B) Most diapir eruptions in the geological history of the Earth have been similar in size to the one that occurred in India at the end of the Cretaceous period and have not been succeeded by periods of climatic change.

(C) There have been several periods in the geological history of the Earth, before and after the Cretaceous period, during which large numbers of marine species have perished.

(D) The frequency with which meteorites struck the Earth was higher at the end of the Cretaceous period than at the beginning of the period.

(E) Marine species tend to be much more vulnerable to extinction when exposed to a dramatic and relatively sudden change in sea level than when they are exposed to a gradual change in sea level similar to the one that preceded the extinction of the dinosaurs. 
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In the eighteenth century, Japan’s feudal overlords, from the shogun to the humblest samurai, found themselves under financial stress. In part, this stress can be attributed to the overlords’ failure to adjust to a rapidly expanding economy, but the stress was also due to factors beyond the overlords’ control. Concentration of the samurai in castle-towns had acted as a stimulus to trade. Commercial efficiency, in turn, had put temptations in the way of buyers. Since most samurai had been reduced to idleness by years of peace, encouraged to engage in scholarship and martial exercises or to perform administrative tasks that took little time, it is not surprising that their tastes and habits grew expensive. Overlords’ income, despite the increase in rice production among their tenant farmers, failed to keep pace with their expenses. Although shortfalls in overlords’ income resulted almost as much from laxity among their tax collectors (the nearly inevitable outcome of hereditary office-holding) as from their higher standards of living, a misfortune like a fire or flood, bringing an increase in expenses or a drop in revenue, could put a domain in debt to the city rice-brokers who handled its finances. Once in debt, neither the individual samurai nor the shogun himself found it easy to recover.

 

It was difficult for individual samurai overlords to increase their income because the amount of rice that farmers could be made to pay in taxes was not unlimited, and since the income of Japan’s central government consisted in part of taxes collected by the shogun from his huge domain, the government too was constrained. Therefore, the Tokugawa shoguns began to look to other sources for revenue. Cash profits from government-owned mines were already on the decline because the most easily worked deposits of silver and gold had been exhausted, although debasement of the coinage had compensated for the loss. Opening up new farmland was a possibility, but most of what was suitable had already been exploited and further reclamation was technically unfeasible. Direct taxation of the samurai themselves would be politically dangerous. This left the shoguns only commerce as a potential source of government income.

 

Most of the country’s wealth, or so it seemed, was finding its way into the hands of city merchants. It appeared reasonable that they should contribute part of that revenue to ease the shogun’s burden of financing the state. A means of obtaining such revenue was soon found by levying forced loans, known as goyo-kin; although these were not taxes in the strict sense, since they were irregular in timing and arbitrary in amount, they were high in yield. Unfortunately, they pushed up prices. Thus, regrettably, the Tokugawa shoguns’ search for solvency for the government made it increasingly difficult for individual Japanese who lived on fixed stipends to make ends meet.

 

1.The passage is most probably an excerpt from

(A) an economic history of Japan

(B) the memoirs of a samurai warrior

(C) a modern novel about eighteenth-century Japan

(D) an essay contrasting Japanese feudalism with its Western counterpart

(E) an introduction to a collection of Japanese folktales

 

2.Which of the following financial situations is most analogous to the financial situation in which Japan’s Tokugawa shoguns found themselves in the eighteenth century?

(A) A small business borrows heavily to invest in new equipment, but is able to pay off its debt early when it is awarded a lucrative government contract.

(B) Fire destroys a small business, but insurance covers the cost of rebuilding.

(C) A small business is turned down for a loan at a local bank because the owners have no credit history.

(D) A small business has to struggle to meet operating expenses when its profits decrease.

(E) A small business is able to cut back sharply on spending through greater commercial efficiency and thereby compensate for a loss of revenue.

 

3.Which of the following best describes the attitude of the author toward the samurai discussed in lines 11-16?

(A) Warmly approving

(B) Mildly sympathetic

(C) Bitterly disappointed

(D) Harshly disdainful

(E) Profoundly shocked

 

4.According to the passage, the major reason for the financial problems experienced by Japan’s feudal overlords in the eighteenth century was that

(A) spending had outdistanced income

(B) trade had fallen off

(C) profits from mining had declined

(D) the coinage had been sharply debased

(E) the samurai had concentrated in castle-towns

 

5.The passage implies that individual samurai did not find it easy to recover from debt for which of the following reasons?

(A) Agricultural production had increased.

(B) Taxes were irregular in timing and arbitrary in amount.

(C) The Japanese government had failed to adjust to the needs of a changing economy.

(D) The domains of samurai overlords were becoming smaller and poorer as government revenues increased.

(E) There was a limit to the amount in taxes that farmers could be made to pay.

 

6.The passage suggests that, in eighteenth-century Japan, the office of tax collector

(A) was a source of personal profit to the officeholder

(B) was regarded with derision by many Japanese

(C) remained within families

(D) existed only in castle-towns

(E) took up most of the officeholder’s time

 

7.Which of the following could best be substituted for the word “This” in line 47 without changing the meaning of the passage?

(A) The search of Japan’s Tokugawa shoguns for s

lvency

(B) The importance of commerce in feudal Japan

(C) The unfairness of the tax structure in eighteenth century Japan

(D) The difficulty of increasing government income by other means

(E) The difficulty experienced by both individual samurai and the shogun himself in extricating themselves from debt 
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(This passage was adapted from an article written in 1992.)

 

Some observers have attributed the dramatic growth in temporary employment that occurred in the United States during the 1980s to increased participation in the workforce by certain groups, such as first-time or reentering workers, who

 

supposedly prefer such arrangements. However, statistical analyses reveal that demographic changes in the workforce did not correlate with variations in the total number of temporary workers. Instead, these analyses suggest that

 

factors affecting employers account for the rise in temporary employment. One factor is product demand: temporary employment is favored by employers who are adapting to fluctuating demand for products while at the same time seeking

 

to reduce overall labor costs. Another factor is labor’s reduced bargaining strength, which allows employers more control over the terms of employment. Given the analyses, which reveal that growth in temporary employment now far exceeds   the level explainable by recent workforce entry rates of groups said to prefer temporary jobs, firms should be discouraged from creating excessive numbers of temporary positions. Government policymakers should consider mandating benefit   coverage for temporary employees, promoting pay equity between temporary and permanent workers, assisting labor unions in organizing temporary workers, and encouraging firms to assign temporary jobs primarily to employees who explicitly indicate   that preference.

 

 

Questions 50–56 refer to the passage above.

 

50. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) present the results of statistical analyses and propose further studies

(B) explain a recent development and predict its eventual consequences

(C) identify the reasons for a trend and recommend measures to address it

(D) outline several theories about a phenomenon and advocate one of them

(E) describe the potential consequences of implementing a new policy and argue in favor of that policy

 

51. According to the passage, which of the following is true of the “factors affecting employers” that are mentioned in lines 10–19?

(A) Most experts cite them as having initiated the growth in temporary employment that occurred during the 1980s.

(B) They may account for the increase in the total number of temporary workers during the 1980s.

(C) They were less important than demographic change in accounting for the increase of temporary employment during the 1980s.

(D) They included a sharp increase in the cost of labor during the 1980s.

(E) They are more difficult to account for than are other factors involved in the growth of temporary employment during the 1980s.

 

52. The passage suggests which of the following about the use of temporary employment by firms during the 1980s?

(A) It enabled firms to deal with fluctuating product demand far more efficiently than they did before the 1980s.

(B) It increased as a result of increased participation in the workforce by certain demographic groups.

(C) It was discouraged by government-mandated policies.

(D) It was a response to preferences indicated by certain employees for more flexible working arrangements.

(E) It increased partly as a result of workers’ reduced ability to control the terms of their employment.
 

53. The passage suggests which of the following about the workers who took temporary jobs during the 1980s?

(A) Their jobs frequently led to permanent positions within firms.

(B) They constituted a less demographically diverse group than has been suggested.

(C) They were occasionally involved in actions organized by labor unions.

(D) Their pay declined during the decade in comparison with the pay of permanent employees.

(E) They did not necessarily prefer temporary employment to permanent employment.

 

54. The first sentence in the passage suggests that the “observers” mentioned in line 1 would be most likely to predict which of the following?

(A) That the number of new temporary positions would decline as fewer workers who preferred temporary employment entered the workforce

(B) That the total number of temporary positions would increase as fewer workers were able to find permanent positions

(C) That employers would have less control over the terms of workers’ employment as workers increased their bargaining strength

(D) That more workers would be hired for temporary positions as product demand increased

(E) That the number of workers taking temporary positions would increase as more workers in any given demographic group entered the workforce

 

55. In the context of the passage, the word “excessive” (line 23) most closely corresponds to which of the following phrases?

(A) Far more than can be justified by worker preferences

(B) Far more than can be explained by fluctuations in product demand

(C) Far more than can be beneficial to the success of the firms themselves

(D) Far more than can be accounted for by an expanding national economy

(E) Far more than can be attributed to increases in the total number of people in the workforce

 

56. The passage mentions each of the following as an appropriate kind of governmental action EXCEPT

(A) getting firms to offer temporary employment primarily to a certain group of people

(B) encouraging equitable pay for temporary and permanent employees

(C) facilitating the organization of temporary workers by labor unions

(D) establishing guidelines on the proportion of temporary workers that firms should employ

(E) ensuring that temporary workers obtain benefits from their employers 
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Recent years have brought minority-owned businesses in the United States unprecedented opportunities—as well as new and significant risks. Civil rights activists have long argued that one of the principal reasons why Blacks, Hispanics, and other minority groups have difficulty establishing themselves in business is that they lack access to the sizable orders and subcontracts that are generated by large companies. Now Congress, in apparent agreement, has required by law that businesses awarded federal contracts of more than $500,000 do their best to find minority subcontractors and record their efforts to do so on forms filed with the government. Indeed, some federal and local agencies have gone so far as to set specific percentage goals for apportioning parts of public works contracts to minority enterprises.

Corporate response appears to have been substantial. According to figures collected in 1977, the total of corporate contracts with minority businesses rose from $77 million in 1972 to $1.1 billion in 1977. The projected total of corporate contracts with minority businesses for the early 1980’s is estimated to be over 53 billion per year with no letup anticipated in the next decade. Promising as it is for minority businesses, this increased patronage poses dangers for them, too. First, minority firms risk expanding too fast and overextending themselves financially, since most are small concerns and, unlike large businesses, they often need to make substantial investments in new plants, staff, equipment, and the like in order to perform work subcontracted to them. If, thereafter, their subcontracts are for some reason reduced, such firms can face potentially crippling fixed expenses. The world of corporate purchasing can be frustrating for small entrepreneurs who get requests for elaborate formal estimates and bids. Both consume valuable time and resources, and a small company’s efforts must soon result in orders, or both the morale and the financial health of the business will suffer.

A second risk is that White-owned companies may seek to cash in on the increasing apportionments through formation of joint ventures with minority-owned concerns. Of course, in many instances there are legitimate reasons for joint ventures; clearly, White and minority enterprises can team up to acquire business that neither could acquire alone. But civil rights groups and minority business owners have complained to Congress about minorities being set up as “fronts” with White backing, rather than being accepted as full partners in legitimate joint ventures.

Third, a minority enterprise that secures the business of one large corporate customer often runs the danger of becoming—and remaining—dependent. Even in the best of circumstances, fierce competition from larger, more established companies makes it difficult for small concerns to broaden their customer bases: when such firms have nearly guaranteed orders from a single corporate benefactor, they may truly have to struggle against complacency arising from their current success.

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) present a commonplace idea and its inaccuracies

(B) describe a situation and its potential drawbacks

(C) propose a temporary solution to a problem

(D) analyze a frequent source of disagreement

(E) explore the implications of a finding

2. The passage supplies information that would answer which of the following questions?

(A) What federal agencies have set percentage goals for the use of minority-owned businesses in public works contracts?

(B) To which government agencies must businesses awarded federal contracts report their efforts to find minority subcontractors?

(C) How widespread is the use of minority-owned concerns as “fronts” by White backers seeking to obtain subcontracts?

(D) How many more minority-owned businesses were there in 1977 than in 1972?

(E) What is one set of conditions under which a small business might find itself financially overextended?

3. According to the passage, civil rights activists maintain that one disadvantage under which minority-owned businesses have traditionally had to labor is that they have

(A) been especially vulnerable to governmental mismanagement of the economy

(B) been denied bank loans at rates comparable to those afforded larger competitors

(C) not had sufficient opportunity to secure business created by large corporations

(D) not been able to advertise in those media that reach large numbers of potential customers

(E) not had adequate representation in the centers of government power

4. The passage suggests that the failure of a large business to have its bids for subcontracts result quickly in orders might cause it to

(A) experience frustration but not serious financial harm

(B) face potentially crippling fixed expenses

(C) have to record its efforts on forms filed with the government

(D) increase its spending with minority subcontractors

(E) revise its procedure for making bids for federal contracts and subcontracts

5. The author implies that a minority-owned concern that does the greater part of its business with one large corporate customer should

(A) avoid competition with larger, more established concerns by not expanding

(B) concentrate on securing even more business from that corporation

(C) try to expand its customer base to avoid becoming dependent on the corporation

(D) pass on some of the work to be done for the corporation to other minority-owned concerns

(E) use its influence with the corporation to promote subcontracting with other minority concerns

6. It can be inferred from the passage that, compared with the requirements of law, the percentage goals set by “some federal and local agencies” (lines 14-15) are

(A) more popular with large corporations

(B) more specific

(C) less controversial

(D) less expensive to enforce

(E) easier to comply with

7. Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the author’s assertion that, in the 1970’s, corporate response to federal requirements (lines 18-19) was substantial

(A) Corporate contracts with minority-owned businesses totaled $2 billion in 1979.

(B) Between 1970 and 1972, corporate contracts with minority-owned businesses declined by 25 percent.

(C) The figures collected in 1977 underrepresented the extent of corporate contracts with minority-owned businesses.

(D) The estimate of corporate spending with minority-owned businesses in 1980 is approximately $10 million too high.

(E) The $1.1 billion represented the same percentage of total corporate spending in 1977 as did $77 million in 1972.

8. The author would most likely agree with which of the following statements about corporate response to working with minority subcontractors?

(A) Annoyed by the proliferation of “front” organizations, corporations are likely to reduce their efforts to work with minority-owned subcontractors in the near future.

(B) Although corporations showed considerable interest in working with minority businesses in the 1970’s, their aversion to government paperwork made them reluctant to pursue many government contracts.

(C) The significant response of corporations in the 1970’s is likely to be sustained and conceivably be increased throughout the 1980’s.

(D) Although corporations are eager to cooperate with minority-owned businesses, a shortage of capital in the 1970’s made substantial response impossible. 
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The poetic expressiveness and creativity of Japanese women poets of the Manyoshu era is generally regarded as a manifestation of the freedom and relatively high political and economic status women of that era enjoyed. During the Heian period (A.D. 794-1185) which followed, Japanese women became increasingly relegated to domestic roles under the influence of Buddhism and Confucianism, which excluded women from the political and economic arenas. Yet, since poetry of the period came to be defined solely as short lyrical poetry, known as waka, and became the prevailing means of expressing love, women continued to excel in and play a central role in the development of classical Japanese poetry. Moreover, while official Japanese documents were written in Chinese, the phoenetic alphabet kana was used for poetry. Also referred to as onna moji ("women's letters"), kana was not deemed sufficiently sophisticated for use by Japanese men, who continued to write Chinese poetry, increasingly for expressing religious ideas and as an intellectual pastime. Chinese poetry ultimately yielded, then, to waka as the mainstream of Japanese poetry. 

 

Question 4 

 

Based on the passage, mainstream Japanese poetry of the Heian period can best be described as 

(A) philosophical in its concern 

(B) more refined than the poetry of the Manyoshu era 

(C) an outgowth of Buddhism and Confucianism 

(D) sentimental in nature and lyrical in style 

(E) written primarily for a female audience 

 

Question 5 

 

Which of the following statements about kana finds the LEAST support in the passage? 

(A) It was based on the sound of the Japanese language. 

(B) It was used primarily by Japanese women. 

(C) It was used for Japanese poetry but not for Japanese prose. 

(D) It was used in Japan after A.D. 793. 

(E) It was considered inappropriate for austere subject matter. 

 

Question 6 

 

The author's primary purpose in the passage is to 

(A) refute a commonly accepted explanation for the role of women in the development of Japanese poetry 

(B) identify the reasons for the popularity of a distinct form of literary expression in Japan 

(C) distinguish between the Japanese poetry of one historical period with that of another 

(D) trace the influence of religion on the development of Japanese poetry 

(E) provide an explanation for the role of women in the development of Japanese poetry 
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During the Victorian period, women writers were measured against a social rather than a literary ideal. Hence, it was widely thought that novels by women should be modest, religious, sensitive, guileless, and chaste, like their authors. Many Victorian women writers took exception to this belief, however, resisting the imposition of nonliterary restrictions on their work. Publishers soon discovered that the gentlest and most iddylike female novelists were tough-minded and relentless when their professional integrity was at stake. Keenly aware of their artistic responsibilities, these women writers would not make concessions to secure commercial success.

The Brontes, George Eliot, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and their lesser-known contemporaries repudiated, in their professional lives, the courtesy that Victorian ladies might exact from Victorian gentlemen. Desiring rigorous and impartial criticism, most women writers did not wish reviewers to be kind to them if kindness meant overlooking their literary weaknesses or flattering them on their accomplishments simply because of their sex. They had expected derisive reviews; instead, they found themselves confronted with generous criticism, which they considered condescending. Elizabeth Barrett Browning labeled it “the comparative respect which means... absolute scorn.”

For their part, Victorian critics were virtually obsessed with finding the place of the woman writer so as to judge her appropriately. Many bluntly admitted that they thought Jane Eyre a masterpiece if written by a man, shocking or disgusting if written by a woman. Moreover, reactionary reviewers were quick to associate an independent heroine with carefully concealed revolutionary doctrine; several considered Jane Eyre a radical feminist document, as indeed it was. To Charlotte Bronte, who had demanded dignity and independence without any revolutionary intent and who considered herself politically conservative, their criticism was an affront. Such criticism bunched all women writers together rather than treating them as individual artists.

Charlotte Bronte’s experience served as a warning to other women writers about the prejudices that immediately associated them with feminists and others thought to be political radicals. Irritated, and anxious to detach themselves from a group stereotype, many expressed relatively conservative views on the emancipation of women (except on the subject of women’s education) and stressed their own domestic accomplishments. However, in identifying themselves with women who had chosen the traditional career path of marriage and motherhood, these writers encountered still another threat to their creativity. Victorian prudery rendered virtually all experience that was uniquely feminine unprintable. No nineteenth-century woman dared to describe childbirth, much less her sexual passion. Men could not write about their sexual experiences either, but they could write about sport, business, crime, and war—all activities from which women were barred. Small wonder no woman produced a novel like War and Peace. What is amazing is the sheer volume of first-rate prose and poetry that Victorian women did write.

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) refute the contention that no Victorian woman writer produced a novel like War and Peace

(B) trace the historical relationship between radical feminist politics and the Victorian novels written by women

(C) show how three Victorian women writers responded to criticism of their novels

(D) resolve the apparent contradiction between Victorian women writers’ literary innovativeness and their rather conservative social views

(E) describe the discrepancy between Victorian society’s expectations of women writers and the expectations of the women writers themselves

2. According to the passage, Victorian women writers “would not make concessions” (line 13) to publishers primarily because they felt that such concessions would

(A) require them to limit descriptions of uniquely feminine experiences

(B) compromise their artistic integrity

(C) make them vulnerable to stereotyping by critics

(D) provide no guarantee that their works would enjoy commercial success

(E) go against the traditions of English letters

3. The passage suggests that Victorian criticism of works by women writers was

(A) indulgent

(B) perfunctory

(C) resourceful

(D) timely

(E) apolitical

4. The author of the passage quotes Elizabeth Barrett Browning (lines 28-29) in order to demonstrate that Victorian women writers

(A) possessed both talent and literary creativity

(B) felt that their works were misunderstood

(C) refused to make artistic concessions

(D) feared derisive criticism

(E) resented condescending criticism

5. It can be inferred from the passage that Charlotte Bronte considered the criticisms leveled at Jane Eyre by reactionary reviewers “an affront” (line 43) primarily because such criticism

(A) exposed her carefully concealed revolutionary doctrine to public scrutiny

(B) assessed the literary merit of the novel on the basis of its author’s sex

(C) assumed that her portrayal of an independent woman represented revolutionary ideas

(D) labeled the novel shocking and disgusting without just cause

(E) denied that the novel was a literary masterpiece

6. Which of the following statements best describes the “threat” mentioned in line 57 of the passage?

(A) Critics demanded to know the sex of the author before passing judgment on the literary quality of a novel.

(B) Women writers were prevented from describing in print experiences about which they had special knowledge.

(C) The reading public tended to prefer historical novels to novels describing contemporary London society.

(D) Publishers were urging Victorian women writers to publish under their own names rather than under pseudonyms.

(E) Women writers’ domestic responsibilities tended to take time away from their writing.

7. The passage suggests that the attitude of Victorian women writers toward being grouped together by critics was most probably one of

(A) relief

(B) indifference

(C) amusement

(D) annoyance

(E) ambivalence

8. It can be inferred from the passage that a Victorian woman writer who did not consider herself a feminist would most probably have approved of women’s

(A) entering the noncombat military

(B) entering the publishing business

(C) entering a university

(D) joining the stock exchange

(E) joining a tennis club

9. The passage suggests that the literary creativity of Victorian women writers could have been enhanced if

(A) women had been allowed to write about a broader range of subjects

(B) novels of the period had been characterized by greater stylistic and structural ingenuity

(C) a reserved and decorous style had been a more highly valued literary ideal

(D) publishers had sponsored more new women novelists

(E) critics had been kinder in reviewing the works of women novelists 
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Many United States companies have, unfortunately, made the search for legal protection from import competition into a major line of work. Since 1980 the United States International Trade Commission (ITC) has received about 280 complaints alleging damage from imports that benefit from subsidies by foreign governments. Another 340 charge that foreign companies “dumped” their products in the United States at “less than fair value.” Even when no unfair practices are alleged, the simple claim that an industry has been injured by imports is sufficient grounds to seek relief.

Contrary to the general impression, this quest for import relief has hurt more companies than it has helped. As corporations begin to function globally, they develop an intricate web of marketing, production, and research relationships. The complexity of these relationships makes it unlikely that a system of import relief laws will meet the strategic needs of all the units under the same parent company.

Internationalization increases the danger that foreign companies will use import relief laws against the very companies the laws were designed to protect. Suppose a United States-owned company establishes an overseas plant to manufacture a product while its competitor makes the same product in the United States. If the competitor can prove injury from the imports—and that the United States company received a subsidy from a foreign government to build its plant abroad—the United States company’s products will be uncompetitive in the United States, since they would be subject to duties.

Perhaps the most brazen case occurred when the ITC investigated allegations that Canadian companies were injuring the United States salt industry by dumping rock salt, used to de-ice roads. The bizarre aspect of the complaint was that a foreign conglomerate with United States operations was crying for help against a United States company with foreign operations. The “United States” company claiming injury was a subsidiary of a Dutch conglomerate, while the “Canadian” companies included a subsidiary of a Chicago firm that was the second-largest domestic producer of rock salt.

1. The passage is chiefly concerned with

(A) arguing against the increased internationalization of United States corporations

(B) warning that the application of laws affecting trade frequently has unintended consequences

(C) demonstrating that foreign-based firms receive more subsidies from their governments than United States firms receive from the United States government

(D) advocating the use of trade restrictions for “dumped” products but not for other imports

(E) recommending a uniform method for handling claims of unfair trade practices

2. It can be inferred from the passage that the minimal basis for a complaint to the International Trade Commission is which of the following?

(A) A foreign competitor has received a subsidy from a foreign government.

(B) A foreign competitor has substantially increased the volume of products shipped to the United States.

(C) A foreign competitor is selling products in the United States at less than fair market value.

(D) The company requesting import relief has been injured by the sale of imports in the United States.

(E) The company requesting import relief has been barred from exporting products to the country of its foreign competitor.

3. The last paragraph performs which of the following functions in the passage?

(A) It summarizes the discussion thus far and suggests additional areas of research.

(B) It presents a recommendation based on the evidence presented earlier.

(C) It discusses an exceptional case in which the results expected by the author of the passage were not obtained.

(D) It introduces an additional area of concern not mentioned earlier.

(E) It cites a specific case that illustrates a problem presented more generally in the previous paragraph.

4. The passage warns of which of the following dangers?

(A) Companies in the United States may receive no protection from imports unless they actively seek protection from import competition.

(B) Companies that seek legal protection from import competition may incur legal costs that far exceed any possible gain.

(C) Companies that are United States-owned but operate internationally may not be eligible for protection from import competition under the laws of the countries in which their plants operate.

(D) Companies that are not United States-owned may seek legal protection from import competition under United States import relief laws.

(E) Companies in the United States that import raw materials may have to pay duties on those materials.

5. The passage suggests that which of the following is most likely to be true of United States trade laws?

(A) They will eliminate the practice of “dumping” products in the United States.

(B) They will enable manufacturers in the United States to compete more profitably outside the United States.

(C) They will affect United States trade with Canada more negatively than trade with other nations.

(D) Those that help one unit within a parent company will not necessarily help other units in the company.

(E) Those that are applied to international companies will accomplish their intended result.

6. It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes which of the following about the complaint mentioned in the last paragraph?

(A) The ITC acted unfairly toward the complainant in its investigation.

(B) The complaint violated the intent of import relief laws.

(C) The response of the ITC to the complaint provided suitable relief from unfair trade practices to the complainant.

(D) The ITC did not have access to appropriate information concerning the case.

(E) Each of the companies involved in the complaint acted in its own best interest.

7. According to the passage, companies have the general impression that International Trade Commission import relief practices have

(A) caused unpredictable fluctuations in volumes of imports and exports

(B) achieved their desired effect only under unusual circumstances

(C) actually helped companies that have requested import relief

(D) been opposed by the business community

(E) had less impact on international companies than the business community expected

8. According to the passage, the International Trade Commission is involved in which of the following?

(A) Investigating allegations of unfair import competition

(B) Granting subsidies to companies in the United States that have been injured by import competition

(C) Recommending legislation to ensure fair

(D) Identifying international corporations that wish to build plants in the United States

(E) Assisting corporations in the United States that wish to compete globally 
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