Sentence Corrections Notes

Subject Verb agreement
Each Clause must have SV pair.
Worg-ing not function as a verb if not use with verb to be. Suggesting does not function as a verb.
Singular/plural words:  None, Some, More, Most All
Singular words: Politics, No one 
Plural Words:  Broadcast,  People
Collective nouns: audience, committee are singular
Either or; neither nor: Verbs agree with whatever follows “or/nor”
Change to singular: Each/every, either/neither, one of/the number of
Every boy and girl is going to fetch a pale of water
Neither siblings of Jack is going to fetch a pale of water.
The number of kids available to fetch a pale of water has increased.

Each and Every/Anybody/Nobody (Indefinite pronouns): Always singular. Except in the
case of 5 pronouns (Some, Any, None, All, More/Most) – In this case, you have to look at the “Of” phrase that follows these indefinite pronouns and then use the plurality of that word. Quantity Phrases like majority, minority etc are also treated the same way

	Singular
	Plural
	Conditional

	Singular subject
	Plural subject
	Or/Nor

	Collective nouns
	A number of
	Numerical words

	Indefinite pronouns: each, every,
	a AND b
	SANAM: Some, Any, None, All, Most

	The number of
	
	

	Anybody, nobody
	
	

	
	
	




	Countable Nouns

	Uncountable Nouns


	1 object, 2 object, 3 object – Plural form exists
	Plural form does not exist. Can not count as 1 object, 2 object

	Few songs
Number of songs
Numerous songs
Many songs

	Less music
Amount of air
Much attention
Little attention
Great patience
Equal justice

	More music & more songs
Most patience & most people
Enough patience & enough songs
All attention & all songs



Pronouns 
A pronoun should refer back to a specific noun (antecedent) and must agree in number with this noun. It should also be unambiguous.

1. Usage of which vs. that: “Which” is used to describe a dependent clause. It follows a comma while relating to a noun directly before it.
2. Usage of who vs. whom: Use the question test. If the answer is “I/he/she” then use “who”; if the answer is “him/her” then use whom. If the word follows a preposition, use “whom”
3. Do it vs. do so – “It” is an ambiguous pronoun, so it’s better to use “do so” in most cases.
4. One vs. you – If “one” is used it has to be followed up appropriately. You cannot mix both.
5. It, its, they, them, their – Always check the antecedent if you spot one of these. It and its are singular while they, them and their are plural.
6. This, that, these and those: These are also used as adjectives sometimes, but if they are used as a pronoun, make sure to check the viability of the antecedent.
 
Modifiers
Must be placed close to the noun or verb that it modifies.
	Modifiers
	Nouns
	Verbs
	Clauses

	Words
	Adjectives
	Adverbs
swiftly, correspondingly
	

	Phrases
	Prepositional ph. : on the table
Adjective ph. red in color
Noun ph. author who writes fiction
Ver-ing & Verb ed ph. colored in red
	Prepositional ph. on Thursday evenings
	Verb-ing ph 
To verb ph.

	Clauses
	Relative pronoun clauses. That is kept on the table
	Clauses beginning with when, because
	

	

	Placement rules
	Mod MUST be placed as close as possible to the NOUN
	Mod MUST be placed as close as possible to the Verb
	



Misplaced Modifiers
1. These are modifiers that are placed in the wrong part of the sentence.
2. If an adjective is the modifier, it must be placed right NEXT to the noun it modifies.
3. If an adjective modifies a noun idea, it can modify either of the two nouns, but it must be placed next to it as well.
4. If the modifier is a participial phrase, and is not set off by a comma, it should be closest to the noun described. If there is a comma, it can be anywhere.
5. If a sentence begins with a participial phrase, the first word after the phrase should be what the phrase is describing.
6. An appositive should always be placed closest to the noun.
7. Adverbs have more relaxed rules and are hence not as frequently tested on the GMAT.

Dangling Modifiers
These are modifiers that don’t have anything specific that is being modified. 
An answer choice that corrects this would usually add a new word.
Choosing between adjectives and adverbs on the GMAT
1. Look at the word that the phrase is modifying. If the word is a noun, choose the adjective. If the word is a verb, choose the adverbs.
2. Adverbs are easily identified, mostly, because they end with “ly” – quickly, slowly etc.

Parallelism
1. Identify Lists
· Presence of certain words called markers indicate presence of a list.
· Words suchas:and,or,but,either..or,not..but,ratherthan,from..to,both..and
· Certain verbs that show similarity such as: is, represents, appears
2. Check Validity of Lists
· All elements of the list must talk about a common topic/theme/idea.
3. Check Correctness (or parallelism) of Lists
· All elements of list must maintain same structure 
· Each element of list must play same role.
-->In a series of two or more elements, what you do on #2 determines what you do on 3+. In other words, everything after #2 must match #2: 
· I like to swim, to run, and to dance. 
· I like to swim, run, and dance.
are okay.
--> Two gerunds + noun is okay   Ex: He liked sailing, swimming and girls.
But two infinitives + noun is NOT okay   Ex: He liked to sail, to swim and girls.

Comparison errors
The compared items must be logically similar, grammatically similar and idiomatically similar.  Common Error Types:
1. Unclear Comparisons
2. Illogical Comparisons
3. Comparative vs. Superlative forms – Use comparative for two objects and superlative
4. for more than two objects.
5. Like vs. As: Like is used to compare nouns. As is used for all other comparisons.

Idioms
	Idiom
	Example

	As vs Like
Like is used to compare nouns.
As is used to compare actions
	
Sam acts like her mentor 
Joe acts as Susan mentor

	Such as vs Like
“like” means similar to, and “such as” means for example
	
I have a shirt like yours
Many forms of exercise exists such as walking, running and swimming

	As Long As vs So Long As
As long as -deals with physical comparison
So long as - deals with a condition

	
The baseball bat was as long as the club
So long as you maintain your cool, the meeting should be fine

	Native to/Native of
	Penguins are native to the Antarctic.
Steve is a native of Canada

	Each other vs One another
Each  when 2 person, one.. when more than 2
	
Ross and Rachel love each other
The three brothers love one another

	
	

	
	


 
1. Among/Between X and Y
2. As a result of
3. Believe to be (Not believe as)
4. Distinguish X from Y
5. From X toY
6. In contrast to/with X, Y ...
7. Just as X, so Y
8. Not only X but also Y
9. So X as to Y
10. So X that Y
11. Whether to


Verb tenses
1. If different actions are performed at different time periods, make sure the tense is consistent for each of them.
2. Choosing between simple tense and perfect tense when both occur together: Simple goes with the near past, and perfect goes with the far past.
3. Simple and Continuous: Use simple unless the action is actually ongoing.
4. Has had/had had: Has had is present perfect and had had is past perfect.
5. If ... Then Clauses:
a. If <present> --- will <verb>
b. If <past> --- would <verb>
c. If <had-future> --- would have <verb>

If then Constructions
If..then constructions are used to Express Conditions. 

	If Clause Tense
	Then Clause Tense
	Usage

	Simple present
	Simple Present
	Fact

	
	Simple Future –will
	Certainty

	
	Simple Future - may
	Possibility

	Simple Past
	Simple past
	Fact

	
	Would Verb
	Uncertainty

	Past Perfect
	Hould have - verb
	Event not occurred



Subjunctive
The subjunctive mood (always plural) is used in dependent clauses that do the following: 
1. express a wish, mostly followed by “were”   
· She wishes her boyfriend were here. 

2. Begin with if and express a condition that does not exist (is contrary to fact)
· If Juan were more aggressive, he would be a better hockey player.
· If she were coming, she would be here by now.
· If I were you, I would not go there.

3. Begin with as if and as though when such clauses describe a speculation or condition contrary to fact 
· He acted as if he were guilty.

4. Begin with that and express a demand, requirement, request, or suggestion.(OG Q.145) and second verb is in infinitive form 
· I requested that he be present at the hearing.
· I insist that the chairman resign! 
· Their main demand was that the lawsuit be dropped

Since none of the major airlines finalized the deal of Bombardier CSeries airplanes, the investors who had hoped to see such a deal, pushed Bombardier's shares down 33 cents to $4.41 in midday trading on the Toronto Stock Exchange.
This question tests your ability to establish appropriate verb sequencing and use past perfect tense judiciously. The sequence of events is as follows:
1: Investors hoped to see the deal
2: No major airlines finalized the deal
3: The investors pushed the stocks down
The related events in this sentence are events 1 and 3. It is clear that Event 1 took place prior to Event 3 and hence the use of past perfect tense for “hoped” as “had hoped” is appropriate.

This sentence is hence correct as is.
	
	Past
	Present
	Future

	Simple
	Verb-ed
Facts from the past not valid today.
	Verb
Facts Currently Valid

	Will Verb
Facts that will happen in the future
will/may/shall

	Progressive
	Describe an ongoing event when another action occurred.
Amy was sleeping when the telephone rang
	Ongoing event happening right now.
	Ongoing actions that will happen in future when another actions occurs
Amy will be studying when Mary's concert will begin

	Perfect
	Use Past Perfect tense to express the earlier of the 2 events. Events should be in past tense. Events should be related. Later event could be expressed using time marker information.
Had+PP

	Event started in the past an continue in the present.
Cont. Action:  I have practice yoga for 2 years
Cont. effect: the maid has cleaned the kitchen very good
Undefined Time: Amy has seen Europe
	Future Perfect tense to express the earlier of the 2 events. Events should be in future tense. Events should be related. Later event could be expressed using either simple present tense
or simple future tense.
Amazon will have sold

	Perfect Progressive
	Talk about a situation that happened over a period up to a particular past time.
has been + ing
She had been studying for 2 years before she got the job.
	Express a situation started in the past and has been in progress until now.
had been + ing
The competition has been running every year since 1980
	2 actions in the future and one will be finish at a time in the future before another event.
will have been + ing
By the time we reach the theater the show would have finished.




Miscellaneous errors 
1. Subjunctive Mood – This refers to either hypothetical situations or situations where something is being ordered or demanded. In the former case, use “were” or “would” (If I were rich) even if the subject is singular. In the latter case, the verb should be followed by a “that” (She demanded that I leave)
2. Number words – Countable vs. uncountable. Make sure to check for plurality.
3. Where/When – Where has to represent a location and when has to represent a time.
4. Each other/One another – Each other is used for two things; one another for many.
5. Whether/If – Whether is used to provide a list of alternative possibilities, while “if” represents a conditional statement.
6. Everyday/Every day – The former is an adjective, while the latter means daily.
7. Preposition/Conjunction – When these are interchangeable or you have a word that can represent either, separate the sentence into two parts and see if they are independent clauses. If they are, then use a conjunction.
8. Sentences ending with prepositions could be correct.
9. Like vs. Such As – Use like to suggest similarity, and such as to list examples.
10. Compare to vs. Compare with – Compare to is for relating something to something else that’s usually unrelated and compare with is used for actual comparisons.
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	Able to
	based on
	date from
	hypothesize that
	mistake for
	prejudiced against
	[the] same as

	 ability to
	 because of
	 deal with
	 in contrast to
	 model after
	 permit to
	 see as

	 accede to
	 believe to be
	 debate over
	 in danger of
	 more than
	 persuade to
	 send to

	 according to
	 between [a] and [b]
	 decide to
	 in order to
	 move away from
	 predisposed to
	 sense of so…that

	 account for
	 call for
	 defend against
	 in violation of
	 meet with
	 pressure to
	 spend on

	 accuse of 
	 craving for
	 define as
	 inclined to
	 meet
	 prevent from
	 subject to

	 acquaint with
	 choice of
	 delighted by
	 infected with
	 [a] native of
	 prized by
	 substitute [a] for [b]

	 agree with
	 choose from
	 demonstrate that
	 instead of
	 native to
	 prohibit from
	 suffer from

	 allow for
	 choose to
	 depend on
	 Introduce to
	 neither…nor
	 protect against
	 superior to

	 amount to
	 claim to
	 depict as
	 isolate from
	 not [a] but [b]
	 provide with
	 supplant by

	 appear to
	 collaborate with
	 descend from
	 intent to
	 not only…but also
	 preferable to
	 suspicious of

	 apply to
	 conclude that
	 different from
	 in search of
	 not so much…as
	 prior to
	 sympathy for

	 argue over
	 consequence of
	 difficult to
	 inside
	 necessity of
	 partake of
	 sympathize with

	 as __ as
	 consider
	 distinguish [a] from [b]
	 just as…so too
	 necessity for
	 practice for
	 separate from

	 associate with
	 consistent with
	 draw on
	 less than
	 name
	 practice to
	 target at

	 assure that
	 continue to
	 due to
	 likely to
	 on account of
	 practice of
	 think of…as

	 at a disadvantage
	 contrast with
	 desirous of
	 liken to 
	 opportunity for
	 question whether
	 threaten to

	 attempt to
	 contribute to
	 divergent from
	
	 opportunity to
	 range from [a] to [b]
	 train to

	 attend to
	 convert to
	 decide on
	
	 opposed to
	 rather than
	 transit to

	 attention to
	 cost to/of
	 [in an] effort to
	
	 opposite of
	 regard as
	 try to

	 attest to
	 credit with
	 either…or
	
	 ought to
	 replace with
	 type of

	 attribute to
	 comply with
	 encourage to
	
	 off 
	 require to
	 tamper with

	 available to
	 conform to
	 estimate to be
	
	
	 required of
	 tie to

	 afflicted with
	 consider to be
	 expose to
	
	
	 [the] responsibility to
	 try to

	 argue with
	 composed of
	 extend to
	
	
	 responsible for
	 tend

	 averse to
	 compare with/to
	 extent of
	
	
	 result from
	 tend to

	 ask of
	 consist in
	 equal to
	
	
	 result in
	 use as

	 agree to
	 consist with
	 fear that
	
	
	 rule that
	 [the] use of

	 angry at 
	 consist of
	 fluctuations in
	
	
	 result of 
	 view as

	
	 correspond to
	 forbid to
	
	
	
	 vote for

	
	 correspond with 
	 force to
	
	
	
	 visit

	
	
	 frequency of
	
	
	
	 willing to

	
	
	 from [a] to [b]
	
	
	
	 worry about

	
	
	 fail in 
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