MGMAT SC SUMMARY
1. Subject-Verb Agreement

Every sentence must have a Subject and a verb. The subject is the noun that performs the action expressed by the verb:

Right: The DOG with the gray ears RUNS out of the house.

Subject and Verb Must Both Exist
If a sentence is missing the subject or the verb, the sentence is a Fragment: in other words, it is not a complete sentence!

Wrong: The electron named in 1894.
Right: Stoney NAMED the electron in 1894.
Right: The electron WAS NAMED in 1894.

A sentence can be a fragment in another way: it could stand with a Connecting Word and contain no Main Clause (a clause that could stand alone as a sentence as is, with its own subject and verb):

Wrong: BECAUSE the dog was never mine.

Wrong: WHICH will be approved tomorrow.

Subject and Verb Must Make Sense Together

A correct answer must have a clear meaning. Thus, it must make logical sense.

Wrong: The development of a hydrogen car based on expected performance parameters will be able to travel hundreds of miles without refueling.

Right: Once developed, a hydrogen CAR based on expected performance parameters Will BE able to travel hundreds of miles without refueling.

Subject and Verb Must Agree In Number
Last but not least, the subject and the verb must agree in number. The number can be singular (one) or plural (more than one).

A singular subject requires a singular verb form: The dog runs out of the house.
A plural subject requires a plural verb form: The dogs run out of the house.

Eliminate the Middlemen, and Skip the Warm-up

The GMAT hides the subject in a few ways. The most common way by far is to insert words between the subject and the verb. There are a few common types of middlemen and warm ups:




1) Prepositional Phrases
A Prepositional Phrase is a group of words headed by a Preposition.

	of mice
	in Zambia
	to the store
	for milk

	on their orders
	by1800
	at that level
	from the office



Near Galway, the houses on the road to Spiddle, are gorgeous.

2) Subordinate Clauses
These clauses, which begin with connecting words such as who or which, cannot stand alone as sentences. Instead, they are always attached to a main clause. Like prepositional phrases, many subordinate clauses modify other parts of the sentence, acting as "big adjectives" or "big adverbs." Some subordinate clauses even act as "big nouns."

Right: When the auditors left, the executive who had been interviewed was glad.

And  vs. Additive Phrases
The word and can unite two or more singular subjects, forming a compound plural subject.

Right:Joe AND his friends ARE going to the beach.
Right: Mathematics. history. AND science ARE mandatory high-school subjects.

Other additive phrases are:
Along with, In addition to, as well as, accompanied by, together with, including

Or, Either •••Or, &Neither •••Nor
Right: Neither the coach nor the players ARE going to the beach.
Right: Neither the players nor the player IS going to the beach.

Collective Nouns: Almost Always Singular
Some examples include the following:
People: agency, army, audience, class, committee, crowd, orchestra, team
Items: baggage, citrus, equipment, fleet, fruit, furniture

Indefinite Pronouns: Usually Singular
Anyone, Anybody, Anything, No one, Nobody, Nothing
Each, every (as pronouns, Someone, Somebody, Something
Everyone, Everybody, Everything, Whatever, Whoever
Either, neither (may require a plural verb if paired with or/nor)

Indefinite pronouns that can be either singular or plural depending on the context:
THE SANAM PRONOUNS: Some, Any, None, All, More/Most

(Technically, none of  +  plural noun can take either a singular or a plural verb form. But not one is always singular: Not one of my friends IS here this weekend.)


Each and Every: Singular Sensations

Right: Every dog HAS paws.
Right: Every dog and cat HAS paws.
Right: Each of these shirts IS pretty.

Right: They each are great tennis players.
Here, the plural subject they requires the plural verb form are.

Quantity Words and Phrases
The phrase The number of takes a singular verb, but A number of takes a plural verb.
Right: The number of hardworking students in this class lS quite large.

On the other hand, a number of is an idiomatic expression

Right: A number of students in this class ARE hard workers.

The words majority, minority, and plurality are either singular or plural, depending on their context.
Right: The majority of the students in this class ARE hard workers.

Right: In the Senate, the majority HAS coalesced into a unified voting block.

Subject Phrases and Clauses: Always Singular
Right: Having good friends IS a wonderful thing.
Right: Whatever they want to do is fine with me.




















2. Parallelism

Comparable sentence parts must be structurally and logically similar.

Wordy: The employees were upset by the company's low pay, poor working conditions, and that they did not have enough outlets for their creativity.

Right: The employees were upset by the company's low ~ poor working conditions, and. shortage of outlets for employees' creativity.

Parallel Markers

	X and Y 

	X, Y, and Z 
	Both X and Y

	X or Y
	Either X or Y EITHER

	Not X but Y 


	Not only X but also Y 

	X rather than Y 
	From X to Y



Parallel Elements
Almost anything in a sentence can be made parallel to a similar Parallel Element.

Subordinate Clauses: They contended that the committee was biased AND that it should be disbanded.

Parallel clauses should start with the same word.
Wrong: I want to retire to a place WHERE I can relax AND THAT has low taxes.
Right: I want to retire to a place WHEREI can relax AND WHERE the taxes are low

Wrong: Ralph likes BOTHTHOSE WHO are popular AND WHO are not.

Right: Ralph likes BOTHTHOSE WHO are popular AND THOSE WHO are not.

Idioms with Built-In Parallel Structure
	X Acts As Y  
	Distinguish X From Y   
	X is the Same As Y
	As X, So Y

	Estimate X To Be Y
	X is good, and So Too is Y
	Between X And Y
	X Instead Of Y

	Compared To X, Y
	X is Known To Be Y
	Think Of X As Y
	Consider X Y

	X is Less Than Y
	X is Thought To Be Y
	In Contrast To X, Y
	Make X Y

	View X As Y
	Declare X Y
	Mistake X For Y
	Whether X Or Y

	X-Develops Into Y
	Not Only X  But Also Y
	X Differs From Y
	Regard X As Y







3. PRONOUNS

A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun, so that we do not have to repeat that noun elsewhere in the sentence.

Right: Gasoline has become so expensive that IT now consumes as much as 16% of personal income in some rural areas.

The Antecedent Must Exist
The first task is to find the antecedent in the sentence.
Wrong: The park rangers discussed measures to prevent severe wildfires, which would be devastating to IT.

Right: The rangers discussed measures to prevent severe wildfires, which would be devastating to THE PARK.
The antecedent to which you, want to refer must actually exist in the sentence and be functioning as a noun.

The Antecedent & Pronoun Must Make Sense Together
The next task is to check whether the antecedent and the pronoun agree logically.


Wrong: Although the term "supercomputer" may sound fanciful or exaggerated, IT is simply an extremely fast mainframe that can execute trillions of calculations every second.

Right: Although the term "supercomputer" may sound fanciful or exaggerated, IT simply REFERS TO an extremely fast mainframe that can execute trillions of calculations every second.

The Antecedent Must Be Unambiguous
Every pronoun on the GMAT must clearly refer to only one antecedent. Sentences in which there are two or more possible antecedents for any pronoun should be rewritten.

Wrong: Researchers claim to have developed new "nano-papers" incorporating tiny cellulose fibers, which THEY allege give THEM the strength of cast iron.

Right: Researchers claim to have developed new "nano-papers" incorporating tiny cellulose fibers, which allegedly give THESE MATERIALS the strength of cast iron.

The Antecedent & Pronoun Must Agree in Number
If the antecedent is singular, the pronoun that refers to it must be singular. If the antecedent is plural, the pronoun that refers to it must be plural.

Awkward: Confronted by radical changes in production and distribution, modern Hollywood studios are attempting various experiments in an effort to retain ITS status as the primary arbiter of movie consumption.


Right: Confronted by radical changes in production and distribution, modern Hollywood studios are attempting various experiments in an effort to retain THEIR status as the primary arbiters of movie consumption.

Pronoun Case
"Case" means grammatical role or function. There are 3 cases in English: subject, object, and possessive.

1) Subject pronouns can be the subjects of sentences.
                I / you / he / she / it / we/ they / who.  
They arrived late.
 
2) Object pronouns can be the objects of verbs or prepositions.
               Me/  you/  him  /her / it / us / them / whom. 
No one saw them or talked to them.

3) Possessive pronouns indicate ownership or a similar relation.
               My/mine your/yours his her/hers its our/ours their/theirs whose
Their presence went unnoticed.

This, That, These, and Those
The Demonstrative Pronouns are this, that, these, and those. You may use any of these pronouns as adjectives in front of nouns.

Right: New "nano-papers" incorporate fibers that give THESE MATERIALS strength.

That or those indicating a New Copy or copies must be modified

Right: The money spent by her parents is less than THAT SPENT by her children.

Right: Her company is outperforming THAT OF her competitor.

A little oddly! The GMAT insists that any "New Copy" that or those agree in number with the previous version. If you must change number, repeat the noun.

Wrong: Her company is outperforming THOSE OF her competitors.
Right: Her company is outperforming THE COMPANIES OF her competitors.

Finally, on the GMAT, do not use this or these in place of nouns. Also, do not use that or
those in place of nouns (unless you modify that or those). Use it, they, or them instead.

Wrong: Her products are unusual; many consider THESE unique.
Right: Her products are unusual; many consider THEM unique.




4. Modifiers/Pronouns & Modifiers Advanced


	Noun Modifiers
	Verb Modifiers

	A) Adjective or adjective phrase
(B) Prepositional phrase
(C) Participle or participial phrase
(D) Relative clause.
(E) Appositive
(F) Subgroup modifier
	G) Adverb
(H) Prepositional phrase
(I) Participle or participial phrase
(j) Adverbial clause (starts with a
subordinator)
(K) Absolute phrase



Adjectives & Adverbs:
Adjectives and adverbs are one-word modifiers. An Adjective modifies ~ a noun or a pronoun, whereas an Adverb modifies almost anything and; a noun or a pronoun. An adverb often modifies a verb, but it can also describe an adjective, another adverb, a preposition, a phrase, or even a whole clause.

Right: The SMART student works QUICKLY.

Often, the GMAT provides two grammatically correct phrasings. For instance, one phrasing might be [Adjective + Adjective +Noun], in which the two adjectives both modify the noun. The other phrasing would be [Adverb +Adjective + Noun], in which the adverb modifies the adjective, which in turn modifies the noun. These two phrasings do not mean the same thing. Pick the phrasing that reflects the authors-intent.

Wrong: James Joyce is Max's SUPPOSEDLY Irish ancestor.
Right:   James Joyce is Max's SUPPOSED Irish ancestor.


James; Joyce mayor may not be Max's ancestor, but James Joyce was certainly Irish. Thus, we want the adjective supposed, so that we can modify the noun ancestor.


Wrong: Max's grandmother is his SUPPOSED Irish ancestor.
Right: Max's grandmother is his SUPPOSEDLY Irish ancestor.

Adjectives that have been observed alternating with their corresponding adverbs (in -ly) in released GMAT problems include corresponding, frequent; independent, rare, recent, seeming, separate, significant, supposed, and usual

Position of Nouns Modifiers:

Follow the Touch Rule:
A NOUN and its MODIFIER should TOUCH each other. If the modifier is next to a different noun, we have a Misplaced Modifier.

Wrong: Jim biked along an old dirt road to get to his house, which cut through the woods.

 
Right: To get to his house, Jim biked along an old dirt road, which cut through the woods.


If the noun we want to modify is not even in the sentence, we have a Dangling Modifier.

Wrong: Resigned the bad news, There was no commotion in the office.
Wrong: There was no commotion in the office, resigned to the bad news.

Right: Resigned to the bad news. The office Workers made no commotion.


Noun Modifiers with relative Pronouns:

Noun modifiers are often introduced by Relative Pronoun. Such as the following:

Which That Who Whose Whom Where When
The pronouns who and whom must modify people. On the other hand, the pronoun which must modify things. According to the GMAT, clauses led by the pronoun that cannot modify people. Other grammatical authorities disagree, but what matters on test day is the GMAT's point of view.

Wrong: The scientists THAT made the discovery were rewarded.
Right: The scientists WHO made the discovery were rewarded.

Surprisingly, the pronoun whose can modify either people or things, according to the
GMAT: The town whose water supply was contaminated.

Who is used as the subject of the verb in a relative clause, whereas whom is used as the object of the verb or of a preposition

Wrong: The security guard WHO we met was nice.
Right: The security guard WHOM we met was nice.

That or whom can be dropped when the modified noun is the object of the modifying clause.

Right: The movie THAT we watched last Friday was scary.
Right: The movie we watched last Friday was scary.

The pronoun where can be used to modify a noun place, such as area, site, country or
Nevada. Where cannot modify a "metaphorical" place, such as condition, situation, case, circumstances, or arrangement. In these cases, use in which rather than where.

Wrong: We had an arrangement WHERE he cooked and I cleaned.
Right: We had an arrangement IN WHICH he cooked and I cleaned.

The pronoun when can be used to modify a noun event or time, such as period, age, 1987, or decade. In these circumstances, you can also use in which instead of when.








Essential vs. Non-essential Noun Modifiers
Punctuation distinguishes between essential and non-essential modifiers:

Put COMMAS between NON-ESSENTIAL modifiers and their nouns.
Put NO COMMAS between ESSENTIAL modifiers and their nouns.

If you have a choice between which and that, then follow this general rule:
Use WHICH (and commas) if the modifier is non-essential.
Use THAT (and no commas) if the modifier is essential.

Non-essential: This mansion, WHICH HAS BEEN RECENTLY PAINTED RED, Is owned by the tees;

Essential: The mansion THAT HAS BEEN PAINTED RED is owned by the Lees.

In some circumstances, you do not have a simple choice between Which and That (e.g., when Which is used with a preposition). 
However, you should still obey the comma rule:
Use commas with non-essential uses of Which, but not with essential uses of Which.

Non-essential: This mansion, FORWHICH I YEARN, is owned by the Lees.

Essential: The mansion FOR WHICH I YEARN is owned by the lees.

Other relative pronouns, such as who, can be used in essential or in non-essential modifiers.
With these other pronouns, continue to observe the comma rule: use commas only with non-essential modifiers.

Verb Modifiers
The most basic verb modifier is an adverb. These modifiers answer questions about the verb, such as "how," "when," "where," "why," etc.


Example: 
Adverb: FREQUENTLY, I walk to the store. (Before Verb)
               I FREQUENTLY walk to the store. (Before Verb)

Subordinator: WHEN my car is broken. I walk to the store. (Before verb)
                        I walk to the store WHEN my car is broken. (After Verb)


Present Participle with commas:  WHISTLING "Beat It”, I lifted the weight. (Before verb)

Preposition + Simple Gerund:  BY CONCENTRATING, I lifted the weight, (Before verb)
                                                     I lifted the weight BY CONCENTRATING (After verb)

Verb modifiers can be placed more frequently than noun modifiers, which must generally touch the modified noun.

Wrong: The nameless symphony was at last performed, decades after it was composed, yesterday.

Right: The nameless symphony was at last performed yesterday, decades after it was composed.


Which vs. the Present Participle –Ing
Use WHICH only to refer to the noun immediately proceeding it-never to refer to an entire clause.

Wrong: Crime has recently decreased in our neighborhood, WHICH has led to a rise in property values.

Right: The recent decrease in crime in our neighborhood has led to a rise in property values.
Right: Crime has recently decreased in our neighborhood, leading to a rise in property values.
































5. Verb Tense, Mood, & Voice

We must consider three other features of verbs that are tested on the GMAT: tense, mood, and voice.

Verb Tense indicates when the action of the verb takes place.
Verb Mood indicates what the writer believes about, or wants to do with, the action. Two verb moods are tested on the GMAT: indicative and subjunctive. Most verbs are in the indicative mood, which we use to describe knowledge or beliefs. Occasionally, we use verbs in the subjunctive mood to express suggestions, desires, or hypothetical events.

Verb Voice indicates who or what is doing the action. (Active & Passive)

VERB TENSE, MOOD, & VOICE STRATEGY
Do not use the Present Progressive for general definitions. Instead, use the Simple Present.

Wrong: Cherenkov radiation is light that particles AREEMITTING when they ARE TRAVELING faster than the effective speed of light in any medium.

Right: Cherenkov radiation is light that particles EMIT when they TRAVEL faster than the effective speed of light in any medium.


In GMAT sentences, do not use the Present Progressive to indicate future actions.

Wrong: Quentin IS MEETING Harvey for lunch tomorrow.
Right: Quentin WILL MEET Harvey for lunch tomorrow.

Verbs that express general states do not normally take progressive forms. Such State Verbs include know or signify.


Wrong: This inscription IS SIGNIFYING the emperor's birth.
Right: This inscription SIGNIFIES the emperor's birth.


Keep Verb Tenses Consistent
Sentences with more than one action do not necessarily require more than one verb tense.
Right: She WALKED to school in the morning and RAN home in the afternoon.
Right: She WALKS to school in the morning and RUNS home in the afternoon.
Right: She WILL WALK to school in the morning and RUN home in the afternoon.

However, some sentences with more than one action do require you to switch verb tenses.
Right: He IS thinner now because he SPENT the last six months on a strict diet.


In a more subtle example, you can use the Past Progressive to describe a background event, while you use Simple Past to describe a more important event in the foreground.

Right: She WAS PLAYING with her friends when the babysitter ARRIVED.

To summarize, the Present Perfect indicates either 'continued action or continued effect of a completed action.

If you use since, you must use the Present Perfect to indicate continued action or effect:
Wrong: Since 1986 no one BROKE that world record.
Right: Since 1986 no one HAS BROKEN that world record.

Likewise, Present Perfect should be used with within phrases, such as within the past five minutes or within the last ten days, to indicate continued action or continued effect.

If you want to talk about a specific, completed time period, use the Simple Past, not the
Present Perfect:

Wrong: Veronica HAS TRAVELED all over the world in 2007.
Right: Veronica TRAVELED all over the world in 2007.

Past Perfect: The Earlier Action
If two actions in a sentence occurred at different times in the past, we often use the ~
Perfect tense for the earlier action and Simple Past for the .later action

Past Perfect = HAD + Past Participle
Right: The film HAD STARTED by the time we ARRIVED at the theater.
Right: The teacher THOUGHT that Jimmy HAD CHEATED on the exam.

Note that we do not always use the Past Perfect for earlier actions. In general, you should use Past Perfect only to clarify or emphasize a sequence of past events. The earlier event should somehow have a bearing on the context of the later event. Moreover, if the sequence is already obvious, we often do not need Past Perfect.

Right: Antonio DROVE to the store and BOUGHT some ice cream.

Perfect Tenses: Only When Necessary
Do not use the perfect tenses when the simple tenses will do. The GMAT prefers simplicity.

Wrong: Joe LEARNED about an epoch in which dinosaurs HAD WALKED the earth.
Right: Joe LEARNED about an epoch in which dinosaurs WALKED the earth.



Tense Sequence
Right: The scientist BELIEVES that the machine Will BE wonderful.
                                  Present                                   Future

Right: The scientist BELIEVED that the machine WOULD BE wonderful.
                                   Past                                      Conditional

Wrong: The scientist Believes that the machine WOULD BE wonderful.
                                   Present                               Conditional

Wrong: The scientist BELIEVED that the machine WILL BE wonderful.
                                    Past                                        Future

The Subjunctive Mood
In English, most sentences express facts with the Indicative Mood or commands with the Imperative Mood. You can expect to see the Subjunctive Mood in two special situations:

(1) Unlikely or unreal conditions (usually after if or a similar word).

       (2) Proposals, desires, and requests formed with certain verbs and the word that.

The Hypothetical Subjunctive
We use the Hypothetical Subjunctive form in a few circumstances to indicate unlikely or unreal conditions. Principally, this form occurs after if, as if, or as though.

Right: To overcome my fear of germs, I will think about disease as though it WERE harmless.

The basic form of the Hypothetical Subjunctive is equivalent to the Simple Past of every verb, with one exception. For the verb to be, the form were is always used.

If ••• Then Constructions
Sentences that use the word if do not always use the Hypothetical Subjunctive. Sentences with an if condition and a then outcome can follow any of several tense/mood patterns.

Right: IF you study diligently, [THEN] you will score highly.
Right: You will score highly IF you study diligently.

Here are the five common patterns of if... then sentences.

(1) General Rule with no uncertainty
IF Sophie EATS pizza, THEN she BECOMES ill.
IF Present, THEN Present.

This pattern is equivalent to whenever: WHENEVER Sophie EATS pizza, she BECOMES ill

(2) General Rule with some uncertainty
IF Sophie EATS pizza, THEN she MAY BECOME ill.
IF Present, THEN Can or May.


(3) Particular Case (in the future) with no uncertainty
IF Sophie EATS pizza tomorrow, THEN she WILL BECOME ill.
IF Present, THEN Future.

(4) Unlikely Case (in the future)
IF Sophie ATE pizza tomorrow, THEN she WOULD BECOME ill.
IF Hypothetical Subjunctive, THEN Conditional.

(5) Case that Never Happened (in the past)
IF Sophie HAD EATEN pizza yesterday, THEN she WOULD HAVE BECOME ill.
IF Past Perfect, THEN Conditional Perfect.

The helping verbs would and should should NEVER go in the if part of the sentence!

The Command Subjunctive
The Command Subjunctive is used with certain Bossy Verbs, such as require or propose.
Bossy Verbs tell people to do things.

Right: The agency REQUIRED that Gary BE ready before noon.
Right: We PROPOSE that the school board DISBAND.

The subjunctive construction with a Bossy Verb is always as follows:
Bossy Verb + THAT + subject + Command Subjunctive

Right: We PROPOSE THAT the school board DISBAND.

What makes the Command Subjunctive complicated is that not every Bossy Verb uses the Command Subjunctive. In fact, with some of the most common Bossy Verbs, such as want, you cannot use the Command Subjunctive, but rather an infinitive (to + the bare form):
Right: The vice-president WANTS her TO GO to the retreat.

Wrong: The vice-president WANTS THAT she GO to the retreat.

Common Verbs that take ONLY the Command Subjunctive:
Demand, dictate, insist, mandate, propose, recommend, request, stipulate, suggest
We demand THAT HE BE here.

Verbs that take ONLY the Infinitive:
Advice, allow, forbid, persuade, want
We allow HIM TO BE here.

Verbs that take EITHER the Command Subjunctive OR the Infinitive
Ask, beg, intend, order, prefer, urge, and require (pay particular attention to require)

We require THAT HE BE here. OR We require HIM TO BE here.

A few Bossy Verbs most notably prohibit, take other constructions altogether:

Right: The agency PROHIBITED Gary FROM WORKING on weekends.
The Command Subjunctive can also be used with nouns derived from Bossy Verbs, such as a demand or a request.

Right: His demand THAT he BE paid full severance was not met.
Also, the Command Subjunctive is possible with It is X in which X is an adjective, such as essential, that conveys urgency. It is X is not commonly tested on the GMAT.

Right: It is essential THAT Gary BE ready before noon.

Other adjectives conveying urgency include advisable, crucial desirable, fitting, imperative, important, mandatory; necessary, preferable, urgent, and vital. 
Note also that you can use an infinitive in these constructions: It is essential for Gary to be ready before noon.

Avoid the use of the Command Subjunctive after weather. This usage is old-fashioned.
Wrong: I like ice cream, WHETHER it be chocolate, vanilla, or any other flavor.
Right: I like ice cream, WHETHER it is chocolate, vanilla, or any other flavor.

Active vs. Passive Voice
Whoever actually performs the action in the sentence may follow the verb in a phrase headed by the preposition by (by the hungry students). Use by only for the actual doers of the action. Use through or because o/when you want to describe any instrument or means, which might be an awkward subject inactive voice.
 
Wrong: The pizza WAS accidentally EATEN BY a quirk of fate.

Wrong: A quirk of fate accidentally ate the pizza.

Right: THROUGH a quirk of fate, the pizza WAS accidentally EATEN.

Only Transitive Verbs (verbs that take direct objects) can be written in the passive voice.

Verbs that do not take direct objects should never be written in the passive voice.
Wrong: The aliens WERE ARRIVED on Neptune in the 20th century.
Right: The aliens ARRIVED on Neptune in the 20th century.

Is Passive Voice Ever the Correct Answer?

Passive voice is sometimes used in correct answer choices on the GMAT.
During this operation, new blood vessels are inserted, bypassing blockages.

This sentence includes the passive voice verb formation are inserted.
The passive voice is also required when the non-underlined portion of the sentence contains the person or agent performing the action preceded by the word by.

Wrong: The shuttle launch seen around the world by people of all ages, all races, and all religions.

Right: The shuttle launch WAS seen around the world by people of all ages, all races, and all religions.
6. Comparisons

Comparison Signals

	as
as (adj.) as
as much as
as little as
as fast as
like

	unlike
more than
less than
faster than
different from the same as
in contrast to/with




Unlike vs. As
        Like is a preposition. This means that LIKE must be followed by nouns, pronouns, or noun phrases. Never put a clause or a prepositional phrase after like! 

Right: LIKE her brother, Ava aced the test.

Note that like can be followed by gerunds (-Ing forms used as nouns):
 LIKE swimming, Skiing is great exercise.

On the other hand, as can be either a preposition (appearing with a noun) or a conjunction
(appearing with a clause). You can correctly use as to compare two clauses. Again, however, you cannot use like to compare clauses.

Wrong: LIKE her brother DID. Ava aced the test.
Right: AS her brother DID. Ava aced the test.

Keeping Comparisons Parallel
Comparisons must be logically parallel. That is, they must compare similar things.

Awkward: Frank's build, LIKE his brother, is broad and muscular.
Right: Frank's build. LIKE his brother's, is broad and muscular.
Right: Frank's build. LIKE that of his brother, is broad and muscular.
Right: Frank. LIKE his brother has a broad and muscular build.

Comparisons must be structurally parallel. That is, they must have a similar grammatical structure.
Awkward:  I like to run through forests more than I enjoy walking through crowds.
Right: I like running through forests MORE THAN walking through crowds.






Omitted Words
As we have already seen, you can often omit words in the second part of a comparison.
Possessive nouns provide one opportunity. All of the following sentences are correct.

My car is bigger than Brian's [car}.
My toes are longer than Brian's [toes}.
My car is bigger than the Smiths' [car}.
My toes are longer than the Smiths' [toes}.
You can also omit units, verbs and even whole clauses from the second term, as long as there is no ambiguity.

Right: Whereas I drink 2 quarts of milk a day, my friend drinks 3 [quarts}.
Right: I walk faster than Brian [walks}.
Right: I walk as fast now as [I walked} when I was younger.

In general, you should put in the omitted words or appropriate Helping Verbs (such as be, do, and have) only if you need' to remove ambiguity.

Right: Vishal eats more carrots than donuts. (Donuts must be the object)

Wordy: Vishal eats more carrots than HE DOES donuts.

Comparative and Superlative Forms
When comparing two things, use the Comparative Form of an adjective or adverb. When
comparing more than two things, use the Superlative Form of an adjective or adverb.

Regular Forms
Comparative: She is SHORTER than her sister. (Add -er)
Superlative: She is the SHORTEST of her five siblings. (Add -est)

Do not compare an adverb that ends in -ly by changing the ending to -er: This error is common in speech. Instead, add more.

Wrong: Adrian runs QUICKLY. He runs QUICKER than Jacob.
Right: Adrian runs QUICKLY. He runs MORE QUICKLY than Jacob.











7. Odds & Ends
Connecting Words
The following is a list of common connecting words:
Coordinating Conjunctions: For,  And,  Nor,  But Or Yet,  So
Subordinators: Although,  Because, Before,  After,  Since,  When,  If, Unless,  That Though,  While

Wrong: Citizens of many countries are expressing concern about the environmental damage caused by the widespread release of greenhouse gases may be impossible to reverse.

Right: Citizens of many countries are expressing concern THAT the environmental damage caused by the widespread release of greenhouse gases may be impossible to reverse.

Another way to fix the sentence is to put may be impossible to reverse inside a noun modifier.

Right: Citizens of many countries are expressing concern about the environmental damage caused by the widespread release of greenhouse gases, DAMAGE THAT may be impossible to reverse.


Connecting Punctuation
There are four major punctuation marks that can connect sentence parts:
Comma
Wrong: Earl walked to school, AND later ate his lunch.

Right: Earl walked to school AND later ate his lunch.

Right: Earl walked to school, AND HE later ate his lunch.

Semicolon
The semicolon (;) connects two closely related statements.

Right: Earl walked to school; he later ate his lunch.
Right: Andrew and Lisa are inseparable; they do everything together.
Right: The dam has created dead zones, WHERE fish have disappeared.
Wrong: The dam has created dead zones; fish have disappeared.

The semicolon is often followed by a Conjunctive Adverb or other transition expression, such as however, therefore, or in addition.

Wrong: Andrew and Lisa are inseparable, Therefore, we never see them apart.
Right: Andrew and Lisa are inseparable; THEREFORE, we never see them apart.



A minor use of the semicolon is to separate items that themselves contain commas.
Wrong: I listen to Earth, Wind & Fire, Wow, Owls, and Blood, Sweat & Tears.

Right: I listen to Earth, Wind & Fire; Wow, Owls; and Blood, Sweat & Tears.

Colon
The colon (:) provides further explanation for what comes before it.

Wrong: I love listening to: classical, rock, rap, and pop music.
Right: I love listening to many kinds of music: classical, rock, rap, and pop.

Dash
The dash (-) is a flexible punctuation mark that the GMAT occasionally employs. You can use a dash as an emphatic comma, semicolon or colon.

Right: By January 2, 2000, the so-called "Y2K problem" was already widely considered a joke--although the reason for the non-event was the huge corporate and governmental investment in prior countermeasures.

Sometimes, a dash is preferred.
For instance, you should use dashes to separate an appositive from an item in a list:
Right: My three best friends-Danny, Jimmy, and Joey-and I went skiing.

Right: Post-MBA compensation for investment bankers tends to surge far ahead of that for management consultants-by tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of dollars a year.

Quantity
In English, words and expressions of quantity are subject to strict grammatical rules. The
GMAT tests your knowledge of these quantity rules.
Rule #1: Words used for countable things vs. words used for Uncountable things

	Countable Modifiers

	Uncountable Modifiers


	MANY hats
NOT MANY hats
FEW hats
FEWER hats
FEWEST hats
NUMBER of hats
FEWER THAN 10 hats

	MUCH patience
NOT MUCH patience
Little patience
LESS patience
LEAST patience
AMOUNT of patience
LESSTHAN a certain AMOUNT of patience
GREAT patience
GREATER patience





Do not use less with countable items.
Right: We have LESSTHAN twenty dollars.

Rule #2: Words used to relate two things vs. words used to relate three or more things
Rule #3: The Number or Number O/versus A Number or The Numbers Of
.
A NUMBER of dogs ARE chasing away the cats.
THE NUMBER of dogs in Montana IS steadily increasing.
Numbers is possible in a few contexts. If you wish to make a comparison, use
Greater than, not more than

The rare Montauk beaked griffin is not extinct; its NUMBERS are now suspected to be much GREATER than before.

Rule #4: Increase and Decrease vs. Greater and Less

Right: The price of silver INCREASED by ten dollars.
Right: The price of silver is five dollars GREATER than the price of copper.

Watch out for redundancy in sentences with the words increase and decrease.

Wrong: The price of silver FELL by a more than 35% DECREASE
Right: The price of silver DECREASED by more than 35%.
Right: The price of silver FELL by more than 35%.






















8. GMC/S-V/PARALLELISM: ADVANCED

Concision: Specific. Patterns of Wordiness

V-A-N=Verb > Adjective (or Adverb) > Noun

V-A-N Pattern 1: Prefer a Verb to an Action Noun

Wordy: The townspeople's REVOLUTION WAS AGAINST the king.
Better: The townspeople REVOLTED AGAINST the king.

An Action Noun, such as revolution, is a noun that expresses an action

V-A-N Pattern 2: Prefer a That-Clause (with Verbs) to a Series of Phrases (with Nouns)

Wordy: The hypothesis ABOUT the COMPOSITION OF the universe AS largely dark energy seems strange.

Better: The hypothesis THAT the universe IS largely COMPOSED OF dark energy seems strange.

"Idea" nouns, such as hypothesis, idea, or suggestion, lend themselves particularly well to this pattern. Other examples include belief, discovery, evidence, indication, and report.

V-A-N Pattern 3: Prefer a Verb to an Adjective

Wordy: The artist WAS INFLUENTIAL TO the movement.
Better: The artist INFLUENCED the movement.

V-A-N Pattern 4: Prefer an Adjective to a Noun

Wordy: THERE IS AN ABUNDANCE OF funds for school construction.
Better: Funds for school construction AREABUNDANT.

V-A-N Pattern 5: Prefer an Adverb to a Prepositional Phrase

Wordy: Oil prices have fallen, but prices at the gasoline pump have not fallen TO
A COMPARABLEEXTEN

Better: Oil prices have fallen, but prices at the gasoline pump have not fallen COMPARABLY.

Concision Pattern 6: Prefer an Adjective to an Adjective Clause with Be

Wordy: Marcos is a professor WHO IS ADMIRABLE.
Better: Marcos is an ADMIRABLE professor.




This principle works similarly with nouns that identify or describe other nouns:

Wordy: Joan, WHO IS a FIREFIGHTER, works in Yosemite Park.

Better: Joan, a FIREFIGHTER, works in Yosemite Park.

Concision Pattern 7: Remove IT IS... THAT. ..

Wordy: IT IS without fear THAT children should play.
Better: Children should play without fear.

None of these Concision patterns expresses a rule but rather a preference.

Concision: Don't Make It Too Short
"Too Short" Pattern 1: Keep the Prepositional Phrase if You Need To
Too Short: I talked to the BOSTON SOLDIER.
Better: I talked to the SOLDIERFROM BOSTON.

In many cases, when we have one noun modified by a prepositional phrase, we can turn the phrase into a Noun-Adjective and put it in front of the first noun, thus shortening the
whole expression. A Noun-Adjective is a noun that is placed in front of another noun and that functions as an adjective.

Right: A wall OF stone
Or 
A stone wall
(stone is a Noun-Adjective)

However, if the preposition is not of, then you should avoid collapsing the prepositional phrase. 
	Too Short                                                     
	Better

	Aegean Sea salt                                 
	salt FROM the Aegean Sea

	Ural Mountain ore                                      
	ore FROM the Ural Mountains

	Danube River access                            
	Access TO the Danube River

	Population changes of honeybees       
	changes IN the population of honeybees



Whenever you have a time period, quantity or other measurement as the first word, keep the prepositional phrase with of Never modify a measurement using a Noun-Adjective. Also, you should generally avoid using a possessive (s or s') to modify a measurement.

	Too Short                                                                                                  
	Better

	Memorial Day week                                                                 
	OR Memorial Day's week

	The merger year                                                                             
	the year OF the merger

	The oxygen amount                                                                        
	the amount OF oxygen

	The honeybee population density                       
	The density OF the honeybee population
OR the honeybee population's density






                      
                                                      
"Too Short" Pattern 2: Keep That Of or Those Of if You Need To

Too Short: The face I see in ads every day is a famous actor.
Better: The face I see in ads every day is THATOF a famous actor.

Note that the GMAT sometimes inserts an unnecessary that of or those of, which you, do have to remove.

Wordy: The fields I most enjoy studying are THOSE OF physics and chemistry.
Better: The fields I most enjoy studying are physics and chemistry.

"Too Short" Pattern 3: Keep That after a Reporting Verb

Too Short: The study INDICATES the problem has vanished.
Better: The study INDICATES THAT the problem has vanished.

The GMAT insists that the following Reporting Verbs take that whenever you follow them with a clause: 
Agree, Claim, Contend, Declare, Find, Indicate, Reveal, Rule, Show, announce, assert, believe, confess, demonstrate, doubt, expect, hold, know, mention, observe, proclaim, reason, recognize, repeat, state, think, and warn, as. Well as various forms with the verb be, such as be convinced, be certain, be assured, and so forth.

The main exception to this pattern seems to be the verb say. Somewhat oddly, the GMAT 'does not require you to put that after the verb say:

Right: The water was so cold that people SAID polar bears would shiver.

Parallelism: Concrete Nouns and Action Nouns
We can divide nouns into two categories:
1) Concrete nouns refer to things, people, places, and even time periods or certain events.  Rock, continent, electron, politician, region, holiday, week

      2) Action nouns refer to actions, as their name implies. They are often formed from verbs. Eruption, pollution, nomination, withdrawal, development, change, growth

To maintain logical parallelism, avoid making concrete nouns and action nouns parallel.
-Ing verb forms used as nouns are called Gerunds. Gerund phrases are divided into two categories as well:

A) Simple Gerund Phrases

Tracking satellites accurately is important for the space agency.

Simple gerund phrases are "Nouns on the Outside, Verbs on the Inside." That is, the underlined phrase acts as a noun:

Something is important for the space agency.

B) Complex Gerund Phrases
The accurate tracking of satellites is important for the space agency.

Complex gerund phrases are "Nouns Through and Through." The -Ing gerund form is made fully into a noun.

Simple gerund phrases are never parallel to complex gerund phrases-even though they both are -Ing forms of a verb, and both are used as nouns!

Wrong: I enjoyed drinking the water AND the wine tasting.
Drinking the water is a simple gerund phrase, but the wine tasting is a complex gerund phrase.

Right: I enjoyed drinking the water AND tasting the wine.

Of the two types of gerund phrases, only complex ones can be parallel to action nouns.

Wrong: The rebels demanded the withdrawal of government forces from disputed regions, significant reductions in overall troop levels, raising the rebel flag on holidays, AND a general pardon.

Right: The rebels demanded the withdrawal of government forces from disputed regions, significant reductions in overall troop levels, THE raising OF the rebel flag on holidays, AND a general pardon.

In any list of action nouns, always choose the complex gerund phrase (often with articles and the word Of) over the simple gerund phrase!

What Else Is Considered Parallel
We can outline Parallelism Categories for many other sentence elements as well.
(I) Working Verbs
Only working verbs are parallel to other working verbs.
The plant BOTH exceeded output targets AND ran more smoothly than ever.

(2) Infinitives
Infinitives are the TO form of the verb
Wrong: It is critical to suspend activities, to notify investors AND say nothing.
Right: It is critical to suspend activities, notify investors AND say nothing.
Right: It is critical to suspend activities, to notify investors AND to say nothing.
Right: It is critical EITHER to suspend activities OR to notify investors.

(3) Adjectives, Past Participles, and Present Participles (used as adjectives)
A mastodon carcass thawed only once AND still fresh is on display.

(4) Clauses
Only clauses starting with the same word should be made parallel. In general, clauses should not be made parallel to anything besides another clause.

Wrong: A mastodon carcass, thawed only once AND which is still fresh, is on display.

Right: A mastodon carcass, which has been thawed only once AND which is still fresh, is on display.

9. PRONOUND & MODIFIERS: ADVANCED

Other Pronouns
The major pronouns to worry about are the Deadly Five (It, Its, They, Them, Their), as well as the Demonstrative Pronouns (This, That, These, and Those).

There
there acts a lot like a pronoun. The antecedent place is often referred to in a prepositional phrase and should be a noun, not an adjective

Wrong: At current prices, Antarctic oil may be worth drilling for, if wells can be dug THERE and environmental concerns addressed.

Right: At current prices, oil in Antarctica may be worth drilling for, if wells can be dug THERE and environmental concerns addressed.

Itself. Themselves. One Another. Each Other

The Reflexive Pronouns itself and themselves are used as objects to refer directly back to the subject: The panda groomed itself.

Right: After the agreement surfaced, the commission dissolved IT.

Right: After the agreement surfaced, the commission dissolved ITSELF.

The Reciprocal Pronouns one another and each other are used to indicate interaction between parties.

Wrong: The Guests at the party interacted with THEMSELVES.
Right: The Guests at the party interacted with ONE ANOTHER.

Such and Other/Another
The words such and other/another often combine with a general noun to indicate an antecedent. Such means "like the antecedent."

After the land-use agreement surfaced, the commission decided to subject any SUCH contracts to debate in the future.

After the land-use agreement surfaced, the commission decided to subject any OTHER contracts to debate in the future.

One
One indicates an indefinite copy or a single, indefinite part of a collection.

After walking by the chocolates so many times, Roger finally had to eat ONE.

After walking by the chocolates so many times, Roger finally had to eat THEM.

After walking by the chocolates so many times, Roger finally had to eat ONE. IT was delicious, but HE could eat only half of IT.

Do So versus Do It

Do so can refer to an entire action, including a verb, its objects, and its modifiers.

Right: Quinn did not eat dinner quickly, but her brother DID SO.

The expression do so functions like a pronoun.

Alternatively, you can simply repeat the helping verb without so.

Right: Quinn DID NOT eat dinner quickly, but her brother DID.

On the other hand, in the phrase do it, the pronoun it must refer to an actual noun antecedent.

Right: Quinn failed to do the homework, but her brother did IT.


Placeholder It
The three situations in which you should use Placeholder It on the GMAT.

(1) Postpone Infinitive Subjects

Awkward: TO RESIST temptation is futile.

Right: IT is futile TO RESIST temptation.


      (2) Postpone That-Clause Subjects

Awkward: THAT we scored at all gave us encouragement.
Right: IT gave us encouragement THAT we scored at all.

     (3) Postpone Infinitive or That-Clause Objects

Right: She made IT possible for us TO ATTEND the movie.

You cannot say this sentence any other way, unless you change the infinitive phrase to attend into the action noun attendance. Then you should drop the Placeholder It:

Right: She made possible our attendance at the movie
Right: She made our attendance at the movie possible.

Avoiding Pronouns Altogether

Sometimes, the best way to deal with a pronoun problem is to eliminate pronouns,
Wrong: After roasting the deer, the hunter extinguished the fire and then searched for a tree to hang IT from.

Right: After roasting the deer, the hunter extinguished the fire and then searched for a tree to hang THE DEER from.



Modifiers: Exceptions to the Touch Rule
In general, noun modifiers must touch their nouns. However, there are a few exceptions to the Touch Rule.

1) A "mission-critical" modifier falls between. This modifier is often an Of phrase that defines the noun.

Wrong: He had a way that impressed the scouts OF DODGING OPPONENTS.
Right: He had a way OF DODGING OPPONENTS that impressed the scouts.
Best: His way OF DODGING OPPONENTS impressed the scouts.

Other examples include parts of a whole.
Right: An ice sheet covers 80 percent OF THE SURFACE OF GREENLAND, an area roughly the size of Alaska.

    2) A very short predicate falls between, shifting a very long modifier back.

Right: A new CEO has been hired who will transform the company by decentralizing authority to various division heads while increasing their accountability through the use of public scorecards.

The alternative construction is confusing, because the modifier is extremely lengthy:

Awkward: A new CEO who will transform the company by decentralizing authority to various division heads while increasing their accountability through the use of public scorecards has been hired.

     3) A short non-essential phrase intervenes and is set off by commas.
Right: Our system of Presidential elections favors states, such as Delaware, that by population are over-represented in the Electoral College.

     4) The modifier is part of a series of parallel modifiers, one of which touches the noun.

Right: In heraldry, the term "tincture" refers to a color emblazoned on a coat of arms and labeled with a special French word.

Possessive Nuances
You should not choose OF X’s on the GMAT. Choose either the form OF X or the form X’s.

Wrong: The orca, a relative of the blue whale's, is found throughout the globe.

Right: The orca, a relative of the blue whale, is found throughout the globe.

Subgroup Modifiers
When you want to describe a part of a larger group with a modifier, use one of the following three Subgroup Modifier constructions.

Right: This model explains all known subatomic particles, SOME OF WHICH WERE only recently discovered.

Right: This model explains all known subatomic particles, SOME OF THEM only recently discovered.

Right: This model explains all known subatomic particles, SOME only recently discovered.

Notice that only the which construction has a working verb {were} in it.

In place of some, you can substitute the other SANAM pronouns {an} none, all, more/most), as well as man} each, either, neither, half, one, and any other number or pronoun that picks out a subgroup.

Absolute Phrases
Absolute phrases are composed of a noun plus a noun modifier. These phrases do not have to modify what they touch; rather, they modify the main clause in some way.

Right: His head held high. Owen walked out of the store.

Right: Owen walked out of the store with his head held high.

The absolute phrase His head held high is composed of a noun (His head) and a noun modifier (held high) that describes the noun.

Right: Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, results that suggest the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of Years ago.

The absolute phrase in this sentence, results that suggest the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago, is composed of the noun results and the noun modifier that suggest... years ago.

Wrong: Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, which suggests the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago.

Wrong: Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, AND THIS suggests the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago.

Right: Scientists have found high levels of iridium in certain geological formations around the world, SUGGESTING the cataclysmic impact of a meteor millions of years ago.














10. VERBS & COMPARISIONS: ADVANCED

Helping Verbs
The three Primary Helping Verbs are BE, DO and HAVE.
You can use helping verbs to stand for longer verbs or verb phrases.

Wordy: I have never seen an aardvark, but my father has seen an aardvark.
Better: I have never ~ an aardvark, but my father HAS.

The first instance of the verb should usually match the helping verb in tense. If you need to change tenses, repeat the whole verb in the new tense.
Wrong: I have never seen an aardvark, but last year my father did
Right: I have never seen an aardvark, but last year my father saw one.

Note that the helping verbs be, do and have stand for the positive form of a verb phrase, even if the full verb phrase expressed elsewhere in the sentence is negative.

Right: Some people do not eat soup, but others did. 
Right: Some people do not eat soup as others did. 



Verbals: An Overview

Verbals are verb forms used as adjectives, adverbs, or nouns.

When To Use Which Verbal or Verb
You should note the differences between using a present participle and using an infinitive at the end of a sentence.
Present Participle: Investors sold the stock rapidly, CAUSING panic.
Infinitive: Investors sold the stock rapidly TO CAUSE panic.

You should also recognize the subtle differences between using a present participle (or a relative clause) and using an infinitive to modify a noun. 

Consider the following correct examples and their meaning:
Present Participle: A technique ALLEVIATING pain is growing popular.

Relative Clause: A technique THAT ALLEVIATES pain is growing popular.
Infinitive: A technique TO ALLEVIATE pain is growing popular.






More on Like and As

Like means "similar to" or "in a manner similar to." A prepositional phrase with like can modify a noun or a verb, creating a comparison.

Unlike is very common on the GMAT. Remember that you must ensure parallelism with unlike, even though unlike indicates that the two items are not like each other.

Right: UNLIKE you. I danced last night. (You did not dance last night.)

Unlike can come at the end of a sentence (just as like can),

Right: Most materials under a wide range of conditions resist the flow of electric current to some degree, UNLIKE superconductors, which demonstrate zero electrical resistance.


As is either a conjunction or a preposition, depending on the context.

Conjunction As appears with a clause. It has three uses:
Duration As: AS I strolled to the store, I smelled the air. (= while, during)

Causation As: I will not tell you, AS you already know. (= since, because)

Comparison As: You should walk AS she wants you to. (= in the same way)

It sometimes appears together with just, so, or even so too.

Right: JUST AS the trains were late yesterday, the buses are late today.

Right: JUST AS the trains were late yesterday, SO TOO are they late today.


Comparison As can also appear with a phrase, rather than a full clause.

Right:  AS in the previous case. the judge took an early break.

Preposition As is used with a noun or noun phrase. It also has three uses:

Function As: AS your leader, I am in charge. (= in the role of)

Equation As: I think of you AS my friend. (= you are my friend)

Stage As: AS a child, I thought I could fly. (= when I was)

The structure as... as... creates a comparison. The first as is followed by an adjective or adverb. The second as is followed by a noun, a phrase, or even a whole clause

Right: They are AS hungry AS they were last night.






Numbers in Comparisons

If you want to relate the quantities by multiplication, use times and as... as... together.

Right: The man is FIVE TIMES AS OLD AS his grandson.
Wrong: The man is FIVE TIMES OLDER THAN his grandson.

Use times without as or than to indicate direct multiplication. (Twice means two times.)

Right: The cost of a ticket is $12, SIX TIMES the cost ten years ago.

Right: The concert was attended by 300 people, TWICE the previous attendance.

If you want to relate two quantities by addition or subtraction, use more than or less than.

Right: I am TEN years OLDER THAN you.
Wrong: I am TEN years AS OLD AS you.


The words more and less are rather flexible. They can be used as nouns (or pronouns),
adjectives, or adverbs.

Right: I own MORE THAN I should. (more = noun or pronoun)

Right: I own MORE SHIRTS THAN I should. (more = adjective)

Right: I sleep MORE THAN I should. (more = adverb)

In numerical comparisons, the words high and low, as well as higher and lower, should only be used as adjectives.

Right: My bills are LOWER than they were last year.
Wrong: I spend LOWER than I did last year.
Right: I spend LESS than I did last year.
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