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Question Stems and answers
Family 1 Must be true, Main point, method of reasoning, flaw in the reasoning, parallel reasoning
All the stimulus must be true and whatever the author states should be considered as true even if logic is wrong
If an answer choice references something that is not included or encompassed by the stimulus, it will be incorrect.
Any infor in an answer choice that does not appear either directly in the stimulus or as a combination of items in the stimulus will be incorrect
Family 2 – Assumption, strengthen/support, resolve the paradox
Accept answer choice as given, we are calling into question the stimulus
The info of the stimulus is suspect. There are often reasoning errors present, and depending on the question, you will help shore up the argument in some way
Answer choices are as given even if new info. You must find the best fit.
Family 3 - Weaken
Info in the stimulus is suspect.  Often reasoning errors and further weaken the argument
Find which evidence best attacks the stimulus
Must be true and paradox types of question do not include a conclusion in the passage.
Except types of questions does not mean the opposite such as all strengthen except.  Does not mean to look for the one that weakens necessarily.
Prephase answers! Actively think about what the answer will be.
Must be true (Correct)  (Incorrect) not necessarily true (could not necessarily be the case or never the case)
Strengthen (Correct) (Incorrect) – not strengthen or be neutral or weaken
Weaken (correct) (incorrect) no weaken, could be neutral or strengthen
Go through each answer choice and mark ones as incorrect or correct
The test makers are looking to find ways to see where you will make a mistake
Chapter 4 Must be true questions
Require you to select answer choice that is proven in the stimulus. 
FACT TEST
The correct answer to a Must Be True question can always be proven by referring to the facts stated in the stimulus.
They may have answers that are likely to be true or maybe true but they are not right.
Question types
Which of the following must be true, best supported by the statement above, support an assertion, inferred, supported
Reasoning provided for accepting the following
What did you read in the stimulus and what do you know on the basis of that reading?
Try to prephrase the answer but if you can’t that is okay. Because no argument is present and you have no reaction to nothing.
Go through the 9 objectives
In objective 6 where you prephrase try to make a connection with each premise. Look to see what is the one or two words per premise
Do not make your own assumptions not in the stimulus
If you must you can return to the stimulus to get a better grasp of the passage.
2 answer types in must be true
paraphrased answers
answers that are the sum of two or more stimulus statements
types of incorrect answer choices in must be true types of question
1. could be true or likely to be true answers
not necessarily right or wrong
2. Exaggerated answers
Take infor from the stimulus and then stretch that info to a broader statement
Some vendors did …  -but in the answer choice most of the vendors did … and that is incorrect.
3. “New” Information answers
examine the scope of the argument to make sure the “new” information does not fall within the sphere of a term or concept in the stimulus
examine the answer to make sure it is not the consequence of combining stimulus elements
4. The Shell Game
An idea or concept is raised in the stimulus, and then a very similar idea appears in the answer choice, but the idea is changed just enough to be incorrect but still attractive.
5. The opposite answer
complete opposites of the states facts in the stimulus
6. The reverse answer
uses the same terms in the stimulus but reverses the elements in the sentence to make it an unsupported statement.
#5 of problem set… Often means usually but it does not mean most. However “more often than not” means most
Chapter 5 Main Point Questions
The answer selected must follow from the information in the stimulus. 
Even if an answer is true it might not be correct as it doesn’t capture the main point of the stimulus.
Main point questions all contain an argument.
P. Obj #2 – identify the argument. 
Answer to the question should be a rephrasing of the argument
Be careful: arguments are not always at the end of the stimulus
Answers that are incorrect:
Answers that are true but don’t encapsulate the author’s point
Answers that repeat the premise of the argument
You must isolate the conclusion and then look for a paraphrase of that conclusion
If you are unable to identify the conclusion use the “therefore” test of the statements in question.
Identifying Main point questions usually asks what the conclusion or main point is.

Chapter 6: Weaken Conclusion
Undermines the author’s argument as decisively as possible.  
Rules to watch for when attempting this problem.
The stimulus will contain an argument. Understand the structure of the argument and it will give you perspective necessary to attack the author’s position.
Focus on the conclusion.  
There are often reasoning errors present, and you must read the argument very carefully.
Weaken questions often yield strong prephrases.  Be sure to actively consider the range of possible answers before proceeding to the answer choices.
Answer choices are accepted as given, even if they include “new” information.  
Weaken questions usually contain words such as weaken, attack, undermine, refute, argue against, call into question, cast doubt, challenge, damage, counter
The stem indicates that you should accept the answer choice as true, usually with the following phrase “Which of the following, if true…”
Attack the conclusion and evaluate the premises
The Premise – You can attack an argument by attacking the premise.  However the GMAT sees this as being too easy and most correct GMAT weaken question answers leave the premises untouched.
The conclusion – the correct answer will undermine the conclusion by showing that the conclusion fails to account for some element or possibility.  
Answers that weaken the argument’s conclusion will attack assumptions made by the author. 
The author will fail to consider other possibilities or leave out a key piece of information.  The author usually assumes that these elements do not exist.  
Always look for the answer that attacks the way the author comes to the conclusion.  Do not worry about the premises and instead focus on the effect the answer has on the conclusion.
Personalize the argument. Imagine how you would respond if you were talking directly to the author.  
Weakening scenarios
Author fails to consider all of the possibilities, or relies upon evidence that is incomplete.
Author attempts to compare two or more items that are essentially different.
The author qualifies or limits the conclusion in such a way as to leave the argument open to attack.
Incorrect answer traps
Opposite answers – In this case they would strengthen the argument.  
Shell game answers.  Shell game occurs when an idea or concept is raised in the stimulus and then a very similar idea appears in the answer choice, but the idea is changed just enough to be incorrect but still attractive.  
Out of scope answers.  
The conclusion is the part of the argument that is most likely to be attacked, but the correct answer choice will not simply contradict the conclusion. Instead, the correct answer will undermine the conclusion by showing that the conclusion fails to account for some element or possibility.  
Chapter 7 – Cause and effect reasoning
Most causal conclusions are flawed because there can be alternative explanations for the stated relationship;
Causality occurs when one event is said to make another occur.  The cause is the event that makes the other occur; the effect is the event that follows from the cause.  
There are usually key identifying terms that help you recognize cause and effect 
Cause by, because of, responsible for, reason for, leads to, induced by, promoted by, determined by, produced by, produced by, product of, played a role in, was a factor in, is an effect of. 
If the causal statement is in the conclusion then the reasoning is flawed. 
If the causal statement is in the premise then the argument is flawed.
Scenarios that tend to lead to causal conclusions in critical reasoning questions (although there may be some correlation there may not be a causal factor in the events)
1. One event occurs before another
2. Two or more events occur at the same time.
GMAT does not make basic assumptions that are similar to the real world.  
When gmat speaker concludes that one occurrence caused another, that speaker also assumes that the stated cause is the only possible cause of the effect and that consequently the stated cause will always produce the effect.
Every argument with a causal conclusion that appears on the gmat the speaker believes that the stated cause is in face the only cause and all other theoretically possible causes are not.
Attacking a cause and effect relationship in weaken questions, it helps to perform one of the following tasks:
Find an alternative cause for the stated effect
Author believes there is only one cause, so identifying another cause weakens the conclusion
Show that even when the cause occurs, the effect does not occur
When the effect event does not occur from the cause then this will weaken the conclusion.
Show that although the effect occurs, the cause did not occur.
Show that the stated relationship is reversed
Show that a statistical problem exists with the data used to make the causal statement
Diagraming the cause and effect relationship can help you visualize the situation but do not do this on the test as it may take too long
Chapter 8 Strengthen and assumption questions
Fundamental rules of these types of questions
1. The stimulus will contain an argument. This is because you are being asked about the author’s reasoning and this requires the author to state a conclusion.
2. Focus on the conclusion
3. The information in the stimulus is suspect. There are reasoning errors present and you must read the argument very carefully in order to know how to shore up the argument.
These questions often yield strong prephrases
The answer choices are accepted as given, even if they include “new” information.  
Strengthen questions ask you to support the argument in any way possible.
Ie the player won the tournament support for the conclusion that the player is an outstanding player.
Assumption questions ask you to identify a statement that the argument assumes or supposes.  An assumption is an unstated premise and is necessary for the argument to be true.
Ie the player almost always hits the ball can give proof that the player is an outstanding player
Strengthen questions
Looks for answers that provide support
Questions my stem the word strengthen, support, helps, most justifies
Effective strategy to strengthen arguments:
1. Identify the conclusion – also when looking for the answer ask yourself “would this answer choice assist the author in some way?” 
2. Personalize the argument – 
3. Look for weakness in the argument – a weak spot in an argument is tailor-made for an answer that eliminates that weakness.  Look for an answer that will eliminate the weakness
4. Arguments that contain analogies or use surveys rely upon the validity of those analogies and surveys.  Answer choices that strengthen the analogy or survey, or establish their soundness, are usually correct.
5. Correct answer can strengthen the argument just a little or a lot.
Incorrect answer choices for strengthening
1. Opposite answers – they weaken the argument
2. Shell game answers – shell game occurs when an idea or concept is raised in the stimulus and then a very similar idea appears in the answer choice, but the idea is changed just enough to be incorrect but still attractive. 
3. Out of scope answers. 
Cause and effect relationship – strengthen
A. eliminate any alternate causes for the states effect
Author believes there is only one cause that is stated, and eliminating other causes strengthens.
B. Show that when the cause occurs the effect occurs
The author believes that the effect will always occur and any scenario where the effect does occur strengthens.  The answer can appear as an example
C. show that the when the cause does not occur, the effect does not occur.
This answer can appear as an example as well
D. eliminate the possibility that the stated relationship is reversed
Author believes in the cause and effect relationship not the other way around. 
E. Show that the data used to make the causal statement are accurate or eliminate possible problems with the data.
Assumption Questions
Unstated premise of the argument.  The author takes for granted and leaves unsaid.  
On the test you must determine what assumptions the author has made when formulating the argument.
The answer you select as correct must contain a statement that the author relies upon and is fully committed to in the argument.
Bc the stmt must be something the author believed when formulating the argument, assumption answer choices cannot be extraneous information. I.E. All dogs are smart – correct answer all black dogs are smart.  Wrong answer all cats and dogs are smart. 
Must be true and assumption questions
Difference is assumptions are made before the conclusion is stated and must be true answers contain statements that follow from the argument made in the stimulus.
Assumptions as supporters or defenders.
An assumption is described solely as linking statement, one that links two premises or links a premise to the conclusion.  
The Supporter is an assumption that connects pieces of the argument
Supports often connect “new” or “rogue” pieces of information in the argument.  The new or rogue pieces are usually referred to the argument of the stimulus.
Closes any gap that the author has not stated to come to the conclusion.
The Defender assumptions protect the argument by eliminating ideas that could weaken the argument.
“When you read an GMAT argument from the perspective of the author, keep in mind that he or she believes that their argument is sound.  In other words, they do not knowingly make errors of reasoning.”
Review the argument and if it does not reveal any conspicuous flaws then you should expect a defender type assumption as your answer.
In order to believe that the argument is “well considered and airtight” an author must assume that every possible objection has been considered and rejected.  
All other causes or even reverse cause and effect has been considered by the author and does not believe it to be true.
Mentioning that any other cause of the effect is not true would strengthen the argument.
Assumption Negation Technique
Use this technique to confirm your answer is correct.
Technique steps
1. Logically negate the answer choices under consideration.
2. The negated answer choice that attacks the argument will be the correct answer.
Logical opposite is not the same as polar opposite.  
I went to the beach every day last week.
(logical) I did not go to the beach every day last week.
(Polar) I did not go to the beach any day last week.
Logical opposites are opposites of when something is not that such as sour logical opposite is not sour while people may think it is sour. That is incorrect.
All = Not all; some = none
Always = not always, everywhere = not everywhere, sometimes = never, somewhere = nowhere
Quirks of assumptions
1. Watch for answer starting with the phrase “at least one” or “at least some”
these answers are usually correct but use the negation technique to make sure it is the correct answer.
2. Avoid answers that claim an idea was the most important consideration for the author.
These answers have usually been wrong because the idea under discussion was very important but not necessarily the most important idea.
3. Watch for the use of “not” or negatives in assumptions answer choices.
Do not rule out negative answer choices.  Because assumptions can have the role of the defender is to eliminate ideas that could attack the argument.  
Assumptions and causality
Correct answers to an assumption question will normally fit one of the following categories:
A. Eliminate an alternate cause for the stated effect
B. Shows that when the cause occurs, the effect occurs,
C. Shows that when the case does not occur, the effect does not occur
D. Eliminates the possibility that the stated relationship is reversed.
E. Shows that the data used to make the causal statement are accurate, or eliminates possible problems with the data.
Assumption – Fill in the blank
Filling in the missing premise which is basically the assumption.
Main point – fill in the blank
Fill the blank with the answer choice that best represents the main point of the argument.
Each sentence for main point fill in the blank questions begins with a conclusion indicator that modifies the blank.
Simply look for the answer that best summarizes the point of the author’s argument.
Chapter 9 – Resolve the paradox questions
Easy to recognize
Features of Paradox questions
No Conclusion
Author presents to you two contradictory facts and you try to solve it. If there is no conclusion and no  paradox then it’s a Must be True question or Cannot be True question
Language on contradiction
But, however, yet, although, paradoxically, surprisingly. 
Features of the question stem
An indication that the answer choices should be accepted as true
Key words (resolve, explain, reconcile) (paradox, discrepancy, contradiction, conflict, puzzle)
Active resolution
The correct answer will positively resolve the paradox so that  both sides are true and the conditions in the stimulus have been met.
Correct answer must show how both sides coexist
You must select the answer choice that contains a possible cause of the situation. 
If the paradox has two similar items and the answer choice describes their difference then it is wrong.
If the paradox items are different and the answer choice explains why they are different then that is the correct answer choice.
Address the facts
The answer choices must address the facts stated. It must conform to the specifics of the stimulus otherwise how will you solve the paradox.
–In answering the question about the weight gain and the calorie intake keep track of the groups mentioned such as groups that exceed the calorie intake and answer choice A those who do not exceed.
Each answer choice should be taken as true
Chapter 10: Method of Reasoning and Flaw in the reasoning questions
Method of Reasoning
You are told to identify the logical organization of the argument
These are abstract “must be true” type of questions.
Use info in the stimulus to prove or disprove each answer.
Features of Method of reasoning questions
1. You can use only the information in the stimulus to prove the correct answer choice
2. Any answer choice that describes an element or a situation that does not occur in the stimulus in incorrect.
The stimulus in a method question can contain valid or flawed reasoning
Types of questions stem include method of the argument… argument proceeds by, the argument derives its conclusion by, etc.
Flaw in the reasoning
Question stem is very similar to the method of reasoning but flaw in reasoning also states that the reasoning in the stimulus is flawed.
Question stems include the following: the argument is vulnerable, which of the following most accurately describes the flaw in the argument
Carefully consider the reasoning used in the stimulus.
Correct answer will identify the incorrect reasoning used and describes it in a general term
Prephasing
These types of questions focus on the form of the argument instead of the concrete facts. 
GMAT can use one or two words to describe entire sections of the stimulus, and you are rigorously tested on your knowledge of the mechanics of the argument and your ability to discern the references in the answer choice.
You must understand the structure of the argument and this may seem like all the answer choices are implausible.
Make a general abstract prephrase of what occurred in the argument and then rigorously examine each answer choice to see if the test makers have created something similar
Fact Test in method and flaw questions
“If an answer choice describes an event that did not occur in the stimulus, then that answer choice is incorrect.”
Example answer choice – “The argument accepts a claim on the basis of public opinion of the claim”
All parts of the argument must be included in the stimulus
1. Identify where the author accepts the claim
2. where the author accepts it based on public opinion of the claim. 
If both are not present in the stimulus then it is incorrect.
Watch out for answer that are partially true.
IE – the author disagrees with the analogy used by the critic
Find the disagreement in the stimulus
Find the analogy in the stimulus
Stimulus Note
Both question types will include a conclusion.
Look out for conclusion indicators
Incorrect answers in method and flaw questions
1. New Element answers
all correct answers must be within the stimulus
2. Half right, Half wrong answers.
3. Exaggerated Answers
Be careful not all answers that are extreme are incorrect.
4. The opposite answer
5. The Reverse answer
contains familiar elements from the stimulus, but reverses them in the answer. 
Method of Reasoning – Bolded Argument
The question bolds a part of the stimulus and asks you for the role of the bolded portion.
Answer choices have you identify each piece of the argument
Method-AP stimulus structure
Some problems include two conclusions (a main one and a subsidiary)
Traditional structure of conclusion at the bottom. If it is not present at the bottom be prepared to answer a question about a part of the argument other than the conclusion.
Create wrong answers. Be sure you know what part of the stimulus you are being asked about.
Chapter 11 – Parallel reasoning question
Parallel reasoning questions
Has you chose an answer similar to the reasoning provided in the stimulus.
First identify the method of argumentation then match that reasoning to the reasoning.
Question stem will talk about paralleling the argument, exhibit similar patterns, etc.
Parallel flaw questions
The stimulus can contain either valid or invalid reasoning
Question stem will include terms like flawed in the reasoning, or questionable pattern
The peril of abstraction
You must understand the structure of the argument, and you must understand the structure in each of the five answer choices.
Solving parallel reasoning questions
The structural basis of these questions forces you to compare the big picture elements of the argument
Intent of the conclusion, force and use of the premises, the relationship of the premises and the conclusion, and the soundness of the argument.  
Elements of an argument that do not need to be parallel in the questions:
Topic of the stimulus
The order of presentation of the premises and conclusion in the stimulus – ie premise, premise, conclusion.
Elements that are paralleled in the arguments
The method of reasoning – this is very important. Types of reasoning can be causal reasoning or conditional reasoning. If you can identify the type of reasoning go to the answer choices and attack it.
The validity of the argument – if the stimulus has valid reasoning then eliminate any answer choice that is invalid in reasoning and vice versa is the same. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The conclusion – you must parallel the subcomponents, including the premises and conclusion.  When matching the conclusions you must match the certainty level or intent of the conclusion in the stimulus
For example if the stimulus conclusion has absolutes such as must, never, always, etc. the correct answer must include absolutes to match the reasoning
If the stimulus conclusion gives an opinion (should) will be matched by the same idea in the correct answer choice
Conditional conclusion in the stimulus will be matched by a conditional conclusion
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Identify the question stem drill
1. Resolve the paradox
2. must be true
3. weakens
4. Assumption
5. Parallel reasoning
6. Main point
7. Strengthen
8. Flaw in the reasoning
9. Method of reasoning – how the advertisement proceed
10. Evaluate the argument
11. Method of reasoning
12. Must be true

Must be True problem set
3.1700 drive to refusal, 1588 contemporary standard 2 in after 24 hammer blows.
Weakening Problem set
1. Calls into question. Cognitive makes people happy, answers that weakens is when physical pleasures are better
2. Note the conclusion talks about pacific logger heads not atlantic.
6. Find the right conclusion. “the proposal is pointless.”
Cause and effect problem set
1. Argument – air traffic control screens are looking key information because of the new anticollision device
A – out of scope because argument says the device is causing loss of key information, stmt a states it is preventing collisions which is not relevant
B – This strengthens the argument because it says that the timing is right in the argument
C – out of scope – changing to new frequency has no relevance to how the current frequency affects control screen
D – Correct bc stmt d shows how the timing in the argument is different from what is stated in the argument
E – stating it is in only large airports doesn’t address the fact of all airports
2. Argument – some weight gain on anti-depressants is unlikely to be preventable
A – Talking about over-weight patient is not relevant to how weight gain is unlikely preventable. Too strong of a statement what if depression is more serious than the patient being overweight.
B – maybe the case as it can support the fact that those who are trying to lose weight should not go on anti-depressants as they will likely gain weight – out of scope because it talks about those who are trying to lose weight. Nothing about losing weight.
C – restatement of a premise that some patients will gain weight from taking it. 
D – the stimulus states that even though the patient is dieting they will still experience weight gain
E – No mention in the stimulus that the patients should maintain their weight nor does it say that they can cause it si unlikely that they cannot gain weight
3. Argument – avg citizen is more likely than ever to become a victim of a serious crime.
A – strengthen argument as more crime rate but nothing about how the avg citizen is more likely to be a victim
B – Arg talks about the avg citizen nothing about the different age groups.
C – increase in more calls but the calls were due to a rise in more people willing to report while it can be the crime rate has stayed the same
D – Teenagers is not in the scope and it assumes too much that the teenagers are the ones committing the crime.
E – Repeat offenders commit most of the crime but does not address the issue that they can still be committing crimes to more than one group of people.
4. Prenatal care, significantly decreases the risk of low birth weight babies
A – not relevant bc stmt talks about normal birth weight while the argument is about low birth weight babies
B – It shows that the data could be recorded incorrectly for those who are premature which means the baby is low weight too
C – doesn’t change the data of the low birth weight 
D – doesn’t change the argument that it would decrease/increase the risk
E – Restatment of a premise which would strengthen. We want to weaken
5. Arg: Too much TV increases’ risk of developing personality disorders
A – this is not a questionable aspect of the argument
B – doesn’t need to define it.
C – takes two events and makes it a causal relationship
D – nothing about sample data
E – this switches the argument not correct.
6. Violent crime is out of control and to be safe from personal attack, one should not leave one’s home
A – There is more comprehensive coverage, this can mean although the crime rate stayed the same the news is doing more coverage which can make it seem like there is more crime.
B – this strengthens the argument that there is more crime
C – strengthening that people would more likely experience a personal attack
D – Stmt talks about murders only but doesn’t address the issue of assaults (still a maybe)
E – News magazines is not talked about in the premise only newspapers and televised news programs 
Strengthening problem sets
1. SA was once joined on its east coast with what is now the west coast of Africa.
A. shows support for the conclusion that the two coasts were once together since there had found similar rocks
B. Too specific also there could be more people who have moved. Also people travel and migrate to different areas. 
C. No proof that they are similar they may just have similar weathers nothing about the movement of land.
D. This also assumes that people had lived in those areas during the time of the shift. Too far reaching.
E. Plants have been found but what if there.  There could be more.  Also it doesn’t mention the coasts. 
2. We should restructure workday to allow people flexibility in scheduling their work hours.  (Prephrase would be people would use the flexability to go to sleep.)
A. Overwork does not mean the flexibility of schedule.  They can still be flexible with their over-time
B. Makes the connection of how flexibility would make people sleep more.
C. It varies by person but nothing mention how flexibility comes to help.
D. States that they reduced the number of hours worked but nothing about how the flexibility  had prevented more people from being sleep deprived.
E. Length of day does not consider the flexibility.
3. Workers working with MBTE get symptoms.  MBTE will be used more as a result there will be more symptoms (increased incidence)
A. Str – as it eliminates the effect to be attributed to toher causes. (Type A)
B. ?? – mentions symptoms are serious threats but doesn’t mention how using MBTE will be more cause more symptoms incindences.
C. Str – More proof of causality. Type B
D. Str – more proof of causality Type B
E. Str – validates the data Type E.
4. Gal causes rats to crave fatty foods
A. Talks about the premise not the conclusion on how the Gal causes rats to crave a type of food.
B. Conclusion did not talk about how the rat had more fat in the brain.
C. Doesn’t str or wkn argument. States fact that can be for both sides
D. This str the causal relationship as it shows that cause made the effect occur. Type A.
E. Metabolism has not relevance to how the rat craves food.
Statement negation Drill
1. Tax increase will result in less revenue for the govt
2. The council member couldn’t reverse her position.
3. The voting patterns in this precinct did not change significantly in the past year.
4. The pattern of behavior in adolescents is kinda determined by the environment they are raised in.
5. Organic farming methods do not promote crop resistance to pest attack.
6. None of the missions succeeded.
7. The positive effects of the US immigration policy is not everywhere.  
8. Will not reach the scene in time.
Assumption Question Problem Set
1. Salary and complexity should be reduced for the new employees
A. It’s not a comparison of their duties to other employees.
B. Makes a connection on how the complex nature of the job allowed them to have a higher salary.  (WRONG) Author makes no assumption on the salary they are being paid rather only their salary should be reduced.
C. They are not experienced however they were still hired and asked perform a task (Correct) (Supporter) Not all new employees are inexperienced so it must be clarified.
D. This does a comparison on why the salary is right where it is. However, that’s not what the author is asking.
E. Makes a comparison that is not necessary.
2. We must do without nonrenewable resources or turn to renewable resources to take its place
A. There is no connection to how wel will turn to renewable resources.
B. One assumption that’s important in the argument cause it shows that we cannot turn to other resources.
C. Only talks about human consumption. What if something else takes the renewable resource.
D. Weakens the argument
E. Weakens
3. Sugars play a vital role in mood elevations, helping one to feel relaxed and anxiety-free. 
A. says it requires the certain level or serotonin which is too strong of a word
B. Conclusion does not mention of what happens when you do not consume sugar
C. Strong assumption to say that serotonin can only be produced.
D. Promotes is not a strong of a word and makes the connection of serotonin and relaxation.
E. No mention of what would happen if the opposite event occurs of being high in protein-rich foods.
4. Evoking sympathy for large mammals is easier than other kinds of organisms which may have a much larger ecosystem impact.
A. (Correct) It makes the connection that large mammals do not have much of an environmental impact which the conclusion states public campaigns for endangered species are unlikely to have much impact on most important env problems.
B. Out of scope 
C. Not what the conclusion has talked about
D. Makes the connection of animals people sympathize to environmental problems(WRONG too strong of an assumption to say they will ignore it)
E. Too strong of a case by mentioning “Only”
5. Both people independently discovered calculus.
A. Not an assumption that is too important.
B. Conclusion does not mention anything about a third, rather it mentions they did not help each other out to discover calc but still can be valid point
C. Weakens argument
D. even if they knew it still does not support they independently discovered it.
E. Helps close gaps where it could have been something else to help them discover it.
Resolve the paradox question problem set
1. Job safety training increase safer environ. 1980’s increase in months immediately following the changes in the training programs.
A. Different subset group
B. Could be a factor, more people more likely an injury will occur
C. There would be an increase before the job training as well
D. does not address the issue at hand.
E. states they were there before but does not address why there is more injury after training.
2. High and low levels of nicotine choose, however same nicotine level in both smokers at the end of the day.
A. Addresses the issue that there is a limit to how much nicotine can be absorbed. 
B. different groups – stimulus says smokers who smoke one pack of cig
C. does not talk about the varying levels
D. tar is not relevant in this case
E. decreases levels but doesn’t answer how the levels are the same.
3. Sugar is caramelized, water evaporated, more iron per calorie in raisins than grapes.
A. Does not address the issue at hand rather states a fact of amounts.
B. States that the same content of grape and raisin but raisin has less calorie but the same amount of iron.
C. body absorbtion is irrelevant.
D. does not address why there is more iron.
E. no need to mention other food items.
4. Different calls for different predators. The question asks why they are used. It would have been C if it stated that it was to distinguish the different predators but it was not stated. Explain why they behave in that manner.
A. No mention of the number of predators out of scope
B. only address land predators
C. a way for the monkey to distinguish which animal is attacking since no animals can do both. 
D. this goes a second step by stating what their actions are. (Correct) because it shows why they make different calls to tell others how to react. 
E. address land but air it can be more than one animal.
Method of Reasoning and Flaw in the Reasoning
1. Jorge: Can’t write about rock music cause you didn’t grow up in that time and not written for you.
Ruth: Reasoning is wrong, writers of Roman. 
C. not used as an object worth of serious consideration
D. Ruth does offer a counter analogy based on his assumption.
2. Anne: Comet is very far and we will be able to see flare, which is very unusual. SUE: Can’t state it is unusual because we don’t track every comet. 
D: she offers an explanation that shows how the evidence can occur. She says its rare to happen however sue says its cause we observe halley’s comet very carefully.
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1. Determine whether the stimulus contains an argument or if it is only a set of factual statements
2. If the statement contains an argument, identify the conclusion of the argument.  If the stimulus contains a fact set, examine each fact.
3. If the stimulus contains an argument, determine, whether the argument is strong or weak
4. Read closely and know precisely what the author said. Do not generalize! (Look for word modifiers)
5. Read carefully and identify the question stem. Do not assume that certain words are automatically associated with certain questions.
6. Prephase; after reading the question stem, take a moment to mentally formulate your answer to the question stem. (Make a connection with all the premises and stimulus provided) 
7. Always read each of the five answer choices.
8. Separate the answer choices into contenders and losers.  After completing this process, review the contenders and decide which answer is the correct one.
9. If all five answer choices appear to be Losers, return to the stimulus and re-evaluate the argument.
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