In the wonderland of GMAT 
1. Pronoun ambiguity: 
Logic and grammar are the two essential things required to solve pronoun ambiguity
Example 
This picture of Beethoven was sketched by a close friend of his by memory a few weeks after his death. 

A. was sketched by a close friend of his by memory a few weeks after his death 

B. was sketched by his close friend from memory a few weeks after his death 

C. on his death bed, was sketched by a close friend of his from memory a few weeks later 

D. was sketched by a close friend a few weeks after his death by memory 

E. was sketched from memory a few weeks after his death by a close friend of his
Here there is no issue about the pronoun his referring to someone’s death other than Beethoven. Logically  if the death pertained to his friend’s death, then how could he have drawn the sketch? So the issue must be decided on other issues. B is the best answer 
2. instead of and rather than

Although instead of and rather than are almost the same and interchangeable usage- wise, we find rather than being preferred in GMAT. Of course, instead of is a preposition and will always be followed by a noun, while rather than need not be followed by a noun. 
In commercial garment construction, one advantage of serging over single-needle sewing is that the seam allowance is overcast as the seam is sewn instead of a separate process requiring deeper seam allowances. 

A.
instead of 

B.
rather than in 

C.
in contrast with 

D.
as opposed to 

E.
as against being done in  
Ans: C
3.  consider 

although taken correct in all areas other than GMAT,   Consider as/Consider to be/ consider that ---  are wrong in GMAT –Just say consider x y
George Sand (Aurora Lucile Dupin) was one of the first

European writers to consider the rural poor to be

legitimate subjects for literature and portray these

with sympathy and respect in her novels.

(A) to be legitimate subjects for literature and

portray these

(B) should be legitimate subjects for literature and

portray these

(C) as being legitimate subjects for literature and

portraying them

(D) as if they were legitimate subjects for literature

and portray them

(E) legitimate subjects for literature and to portray

them

Ans E. 
4. Like and just like
Like and just like --- When you find both choices like and just like in the same question, then drop just like; like is the certain winner over just like. 
Like many self-taught artists, Perle Hessing did not begin to paint until she was well into middle age.

(A) Like

(B) As have

(C) Just as with

(D) Just like

(E) As did

5. Being
Usually wrong except one or two occasions. One of those rare occasions is given below. 
Heavy commitment by an executive to a course of action, especially if it has worked well in the past, makes it likely to miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpret them when they do appear. 

A.
Heavy commitment by an executive to a course of action, especially if it has worked well in the past, makes it likely to miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpret them when they do appear. 

B.
An executive who is heavily committed to a course of action, especially one that worked well in the past, makes missing signs of incipient trouble or misinterpreting ones likely when they do appear. 

C.
An executive who is heavily committed to a course of action is likely to miss or misinterpret signs of incipient trouble when they do appear, especially if it has worked well in the past. 

D.
Executives being heavily committed to a course of action, especially if it has worked well in the past, makes them likely to miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpreting them when they do appear. 

E.
Being heavily committed to a course of action, especially one that has worked well in the past is likely to make an executive miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpret them when they do appear. Ans: E
Because the enemy’s new ship is the quietest and it is therefore the most elusive submarine, it is being increasingly viewed by the military as a threat to security.

(A) and it is therefore the most elusive submarine, it is being increasingly viewed

(B) it is therefore the most elusive of submarines, and it has increased the view

(C) and therefore the most elusive submarine, it is being increasingly viewed

(D) and therefore it is the most elusive of submarines, there is an increasing view

(E) therefore being the most elusive of submarines, it is increasingly viewed    Ans :C

6. Hopefully 
Hopefully is always wrong in GMAT; just say ‘is hoped that’ 
The use of gravity waves, which do not interact with matter in the way electromagnetic waves do, hopefully will enable astronomers to study the actual formation of black holes and neutron stars.

(A) in the way electromagnetic waves do, hopefully will enable

(B) in the way electromagnetic waves do, will, it is hoped, enable

(C) like electromagnetic waves, hopefully will enable

(D) like electromagnetic waves, would enable, hopefully

(E) such as electromagnetic waves do, will, it is hoped, enable
Ans B 

The modernization program for the steel mill will cost approximately 51 million dollars, which it is hoped can be completed in the late 1980’s.

(A) The modernization program for the steel mill will cost approximately 51 million dollars, which it is hoped can be completed in the late 1980’s.

(B) The modernization program for the steel mill, hopefully completed in the late 1980’s, will cost approximately 51 million dollars.

(C) Modernizing the steel mill, hopefully to be completed in the late 1980’s, will cost approximately 51 million dollars.

(D) The program for modernizing the steel mill, which can, it is hoped, be completed in the late 1980’s and cost approximately 51 million dollars.

(E) Modernizing the steel mill, a program that can, it is hoped, be completed in the late 1980’s, will cost approximately 51 million dollars.
Ans: E 
7. Just because 
Just because is not accepted in GMAT. Look for some other choice 
Just because King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886 did not mean that he also won the loyalty of its citizens: the invading Danes were well aware of this weakness and used it to their advantage in 893.
(A) Just because King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886 did not mean that he

(B) The fact that King Alfred had occupied and fortified London in 886 did not mean that he had

(C) Just because King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886, it did not mean he

(D) The fact that King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886, it did not mean that he

(E) Just because King Alfred had occupied and fortified London in 886, it did not mean he

Ans: B 
8. Equivalent
Equivalent ---- used to denote a comprehensive and all - embracing term to compare overall qualities. It is not used to compare the ordinary aspects or one or two qualities. The preferred choice in such cases is to use --- as many as or as much as --- depending upon the countability 
According to a study by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, companies in the United States are providing job training and general education for nearly eight million people, about equivalent to the enrollment of the nation’s four-year colleges and universities.

(A) equivalent to the enrollment of

(B) the equivalent of those enrolled in

(C) equal to those who are enrolled in

(D) as many as the enrollment of

(E) as many as are enrolled in
Ans E
9. like vs such as 
 Whenever like is pitted against such as in some topics, 
the right choice almost often will use such as x or such x as., 
Only in spoken language is Like wrongly used for giving examples,   whereas in formal language, like is used on ly for comparing nouns.  
Based on the growth rates of large modern reptiles such as the Galapagos tortoise and examinations of fossils of juvenile dinosaurs, scientists estimate that the largest dinosaurs probably lived to be between 100 and 200 years old.

(A) Based on the growth rates of large modern reptiles such as

(B) On the basis of growth rates of large modern reptiles such as

(C) Based on the growth rates of large modern reptiles like

(D) On the basis of growth rates of large modern reptiles, like those of

(E) Based on such growth rates as those of large modern reptiles like
Ans: B
10. Compared with or compared to 

Never bother whether it is compared with or compared to. Both are equally acceptable to GMAT and no choice is rejected based on this difference. As far GMAT is concerned, the correct choice is always decided on other errors. 
One of four babies are now born to mothers aged thirty years or more, compared with just one of six born in 1975.

(A) of four babies are now born to mothers aged thirty years or more, compared with just one of six born

(B) of four babies is now born to a mother whose age is thirty or older, compared to just one of six babies who were born

(C) baby in four are now born to mothers aged thirty or older, compared to just one in six

(D) baby in four is now born to a mother aged thirty or older, compared with just one in six

(E) baby in four is now born to mothers aged thirty years or more, compared to just one in six.
Ans:D

11. which or that
Never worry about whether to use which or that. Both are acceptable in GMAT. This is a controversial topic according to GMAT and the correct choice is chosen on eliminating other errors in the given choice. 
Carnivorous mammals can endure what would

otherwise be lethal levels of body heat because they

have a heat-exchange network which kept the brain

from getting too hot.

(A) which kept

(B) that keeps

(C) which has kept

(D) that has been keeping

(E) having kept
Verb form; Rhetorical construction

The use of the past tense (kept) is incorrect

because a current situation is discussed; the

present tense (keeps) is consistent with the other

verbs in the sentence. In (A) and (C), which

introduces a restrictive clause. Some writers

follow the convention that which can only be used

for nonrestrictive clauses, but insistence on this

rule is controversial, and both (A) and (C) can be

rejected on other grounds.

A Kept is the wrong tense.

B Correct. Th e verb keeps indicates a current

situation and is consistent with the other

verbs in the sentence. Th e sentence is clear

and concise.

C Mistaken shift in tense: In this sentence the

present tense expresses a timeless general

principle; in contrast, has kept indicates a

More definite context and time period and
Suggests that the heat-exchange network

may no longer have this effect.
D Has been keeping is the wrong tense.

E Having is awkward and imprecise; kept is

the wrong tense.

12. Correlative conjunctions 
Whenever you see the pairs of correlative conjunctions such as: 
Not x --- but y 

not only x -- but also y
not just x but  also y 

either x ----or y

neither x--- nor y 
both x and y

whether x--- or y .
Some biographers have not only disputed the common notion that Edgar Allan Poe drank to excess but also questioned whether he drank at all.

(A) have not only disputed the common notion that Edgar Allan Poe drank to excess but also questioned whether he drank

(B) not only have disputed the common notion that Edgar Allan Poe drank to excess but also over whether he drank

(C) have disputed not only the common notion that Edgar Allan Poe drank to excess but also whether he may not have drunk

(D) not only have disputed the common notion that Edgar Allan Poe drank to excess but also questioned whether or not he had drunk

(E) have disputed the common notion not only that Edgar Allan Poe drank to
Ans A
Check whether the choices maintain parallelism. The form that is stated on the right side of the first arm of the conjunctions must parallel the right side off he other arm. In these, be more careful with not only --- bust also. Not only but also does not indicate contrast but additional emphasis.
The computer software being designed for a project studying Native American access to higher education will not only meet the needs of that study, but also has the versatility and power of facilitating similar research endeavors. 

(A) but also has the versatility and power of facilitating 

(B) but also have the versatility and power to facilitate 

(C) but it also has the versatility and power to facilitate 

(D) and also have the versatility and power of facilitating 

(E) and it also has such versatility and power that it can facilitate

Ans B 
Sometimes not only appears without but also and is accepted s correct.
By pressing a tiny amount of nitrogen between two diamonds to a pressure of 25 milliion pounds per square inch, scientists not only were able to transform the gas into a solid, but they also created a semiconductor similar to silicon 

A. not only were able to transform the gas into a solid, but they also created
B. not only were able to transform the gas into a solid but also creating 

C. were able not only to transform the gas into a solid but to create 

D. were able not only to transform the gas into a solid but also creating 

E. were able not only to transform the gas into a solid but they were also able to create 

Ans  is C by virtue of proper maintenance of parallelism 

13. Inessential modifiers
The inessential modifiers set off by commas on either sides can be ignored for the most part to facilitate detection of SV agreement, comparisons etc. 
14. SANAM pronouns 
There has been no choice where the singularity of plurality of none has been established in GMAT. Do not bother about the number of none. In almost all cases in GMAT, it is used in       singular sense, but the point is that no choice is ditched on the character of none, whether it is simply none or none of a singular or none of a plural.   

 So also do not bother much about the Sanam Pronouns (Some, any, none, all, more, or most); They are being hardly tested in GMAT, because of their controversial nature. 

To quote MGMAT 

“in general, the rules given in the SC guide for "sanam" pronouns are much too inflexible; we are going to edit that information in the next edition.

or, we may just remove the information entirely, because it has so far been completely irrelevant to the test.

* total number of times "any" is tested in og12: zero

* total number of times "any" is tested in 2nd ed verbal supplement: zero

* total number of times "any" is tested in the GMATPrep SC's of the last three years: zero

the same goes for "none", whose only appearance in the official guides is in a non-underlined part (in problem 22). incidentally, that one appearance also violates the "sanam" rule (in that example, none + of + plural is singular, not plural).

... so these pronouns aren't worth worrying about. their usage is hotly contested among experts on the English language, so there's no way they are going to be tested (thus explaining their very conspicuous absence from the official SC problems -- these are all very common words, so it's clear that they have been omitted on purpose.) “
15. The verbatim use of 'So as to'
The verbatim use of 'So as to' is usually wrong in GMAT; choose other relevant choices instead 

Congress is debating a bill requiring certain employers provide workers with unpaid leave so as to care for sick or newborn children.

(A) provide workers with unpaid leave so as to

(B) to provide workers with unpaid leave so as to

(C) provide workers with unpaid leave in order that they

(D) to provide workers with unpaid leave so that they can

(E) provide workers with unpaid leave and
Ans: D

In 1527 King Henry VIII sought to have his marriage to Queen Catherine annulled so as to marry Anne Boleyn.

(A) so as to marry

(B) and so could be married to

(C) to be married to

(D) so that he could marry

(E) in order that he would marry
Ans D 

However, so x as to is accepted if it is used as so adjective as to verb – Eg: so impressive as to attract million viewers

Climatic shifts are so gradual as to be indistinguishable at first from ordinary fluctuations in the weather.

(A) so gradual as to be indistinguishable

(B) so gradual they can be indistinguishable 

(C) so gradual that they are unable to be distinguished

(D) gradual enough not to be distinguishable

(E) gradual enough so that one cannot distinguish them
Ans: A 
16. Participial modifiers, both present and past
Participial modifiers, both present and past, modify the noun they touch when they are not preceded by the comma. If however they are preceded by a comma, then they have the freedom either to modify the entire clause lying before or any noun or noun phrase in the preceding clause or even a noun concept prevalent in the preceding part. 
Example 
Among lower-paid workers, union members are less likely than nonunion members to be enrolled in lower-end insurance plans imposing stricter limits on medical services and requiring doctors to see more patients, and spend less time with each.
(A) imposing stricter limits on medical services and requiring doctors to see more patients, and spend

(B) imposing stricter limits on medical services, requiring doctors to see more patients, and spending

(C) that impose stricter limits on medical services, require doctors to see more patients, and spend

(D) that impose stricter limits on medical services and require doctors to see more patients, spending

(E) that impose stricter limits on medical services, requiring doctors to see more patients and spending
Ans D
17. A present participle and past participle together in a sentence
 It is perfectly acceptable to use a present participle and past participle together in a sentence and take them as parallel structures.
Example 
First discovered more than 30 years ago, Lina's sunbird, a four-and-a-half-inch animal found in the Philippines and that resembles a hummingbird, has shimmering metallic colors on its head: a brilliant orange patch, bordered with red tufts, in the center of its breast and a red eye.

A. found in the Philippines and that resembles

B. found in the Philippines and that, resembling

C. found in the Philippines and resembling

D. that is found in the Philippines and it resembles

E. that is found in the Philippines and that, resembling
2. Scientists have recently discovered what could be the largest and oldest living organism on Earth, a giant fungus that is an interwoven filigree of mushrooms and root like tentacles spawned by a single fertilized spore some 10,000 years ago and extending for more than 30 acres in the soil of a Michigan forest. 

(A) extending      

(B) extends 

(C) extended 

(D) it extended 

(E) is extending

18. The problem of using it without an antecedent  
20. Whenever you find the pronoun it referring to a phrase rather than a single -word antecedent, then it is mostly wrong. Avoid such choices containing it. You may appropriately choose a choice that does not contain it, mostly a choice that uses as is the case with.  

Example: There are hopeful signs that we are shifting away from our heavy reliance on fossil fuels: more than ten times as much energy is generated through wind power now than it was in 1990. 

A) generated through wind power now than it was 
B) generated through wind power now as it was 
C) generated through wind power now as was the case 
D) now generated through wind power as it was 
E) now generated through wind power then was the case 
 Ans C 
19.Specailly vs especially 

 "specially", means "in a special way” or in a distinvt way,  just as it is used in – This is s specially made dress for the physically challenged persons. 
"especially", means  “particularly" or exceptionally or note worthily 

“Example 

Sulfur dioxide, a major contributor to acid rain, is an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the respiratory system’s ability to deal with all other pollutants.

A. an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the respiratory system’s ability to deal

B. an especially serious pollutant because of diminishing the respiratory system’s capability of dealing

C. an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the capability of the respiratory system in dealing

D. a specially serious pollutant because it diminishes the capability of the respiratory system to deal

E. a specially serious pollutant because of diminishing the respiratory system’s ability to deal
Ans A: Apart from that the word especially is required to denote the particularly serious nature of the pollution by the chemical, the issue is also decided by eliminating another usage namely verb-+ing ( for dealing /in dealing).
20. The possessive(pronoun) poison; 
MGMAT says that the issue of possessive poison is not worth worrying about, since there has been hardly any case that has been rejected on the score of the possessive pronoun’s antecedence in the realm of GMAT. 

The take away of possessive pronoun custom is;

1. A possessive pronoun can  stand for a possessive noun 

2. A possessive pronoun can stand for a non- possessive (such as an object case). 

3. A non possessive (such as an object case) can stand for a non- possessive noun. 
Most important : The only case where it can‘t be accepted is  when a non-possessive is used to stand for a possessive noun. 

Example: 

Agatha Christie's travels with her archaeologist husband inspired her to write several mystery novels; travelers to Egypt can still stay at the Old Cataract Hotel, the model for the hotel in one of Christie's most famous books. 

A) Agatha Christie's travels with her archaeologist husband inspired her to write several mystery novels --- Here the first her is a possessive while the second her is a non- possessive (an object pronoun). The first one is acceptable while the second one trying to stand for Agatha Christie’s is not correct. 
B) Agatha Christie used her travels with her archaeologist husband to inspire several mystery novels – She inspired herself to write many novels. She did not inspire mystery novels, case of altered intent. 
C) Because her husband was an archaeologist, Agatha Christie was able to use their travels as inspiration for several of her mystery novels--- wrong meaning. Her husband being an archeologist has nothing to do with her inspiration. 
D) Together with her archaeologist husband, Agatha Christie was inspired to incorporate their travel into several of her mystery novels --- Adds an addition-altered dimension that her husband was also inspired to write mystery novels -- 
E) Agatha Christie's travels with her archaeologist husband served as inspiration for several of her mystery novels – the correct pronoun reference. Both the first her and the second her are possessives and hence can very well refer to another possessive namely Agatha Christie’s. 
