CRITICAL REASONING
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BACKUP METHOD FOR EVALUATING BOLDFACE PROBLEMS:
* Decide whether each boldface is a FACT or a CLAIM.
- In most cases, this will be easy

"The unemployment rate in January was twice the r.m. last May"

-> FACT

"The observer's prediction will tum out to be wrong" --> CLAIM

- Some statements can be either
"The patrons of this restaurant are extremely wealthy"

For statements M\t'hipll could potentially be either facts or claims —
the presence o indicates a CLAIM

“clearly..."

"certainly..."

"must be..."

"probably..."

* 1L ook ¢ l] INDICATOR W (I)RL)S in the ,\\S\\l R C ll_l()l( ES that rum«.l
1

those choices to facts or cfaims! ... then ELIMINATE accordingly!
MUST BE FACTS: MUST BE CLAIMS: EITHER:
evidence Judgment consideration
“l'_'“".'":“m“ conclusion * explanation
indmng(s) position Justification
data stance support
observation(s) prediction
information hypothesis
fact belief
objection

* In THEIR arguments, Londuslons are always CLAIMS.
However, if they ask you to "draw a conclusion”,
a FACT that you can PROVE from the existing facts.

YOUR conclusion should be

e o (5] 40 0w oot v 1:09:55

bold face EXCELLENT slide claims or facts

In session for 3 hours, 47 minutes.
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o TWO-TIERED APPROACH:
Chat
sacond, Ron? thanks o Al

* Diagram the argument (either mentally or on paper)
Neha Mukherqea-Nathank yes thanks

_ * . . e
cheryl3007: When the boidface is just one part of a sentence, when PR‘ED ]CT t]]C answer to thC C[UCSI 1on
we evakiate it, should we take nto consideration the whole
sentence of just the boldface. 1remember encountering some tricky
quisstions ke that and they confused me, Thanks

Tammy: what & the answer? b or e?
Tammy: thanks

If you don't have sufficient understanding of the passage to make this work...

(2) BACKUP: CLASSIFICATION OF THE STATEMENTS
- * Disadvantage: May not get you down to one answer choice

* Advantage: Can cmplcz[y this method even if you don't
understand the argument
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bold face ideal and shortcut apporach

In sa=sion for 4 hours, 9 minutes.
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IDEAL APPROACH:
Try to make a FLOW DIAGRAM of the argument:

* Statements in boxes / bubbles
* ARROWS to represent the LOGICAL FLOW of the passage

* sometimes, TRANSITION WORD

("but", etc,) between
these boxes / bubbles

* identify, as precisely as you can, the role played by the statements in the passage.

My friend says that Dominican food isn't any good.
However, he's wrong. [ went to a Dominican restaurant last week,

and the food was great.

Friend:

BUT...

DF no good

"bowling pin"
(statement that
is included
precisely so that
we can debunk it)

Friend is,
4

wrong

~

Last wk DF

was good

USE __ . )
THEREFORE
EST" to

determing

the direction

of the arrow

bold face ideal approach flow diagram

In session for 2 hours, 50 minutes.
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"The conclusion above would be more reasonab%drawn if which of the
following were inserted into the argument as an additional premise?"

(A) FIND THE ASSUMPTION
(B) DRAW THE CONCLUSION

= 3/31 (9%

o0 e >

(C) STRENGTHEN / WEAKEN il
(D) EXPLAIN THE DISCREPANCY o mm P

"3

in session for 3 hours, 8 minutes.

CR additional premise assumption does not have to be true
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© & Adam
© % Amands Cardingle DECODING CR PROMPTS
O anishad04 <
C & dagan Some CR problems have "weird" prompts.
& Curtis Brennan
:;:' :m First, you have to understand the different question types.
= ::9” FIND THE ASSUMPTION: an assumption is NEEDED in the passage!
= ::Z'W 1 * An assumption is a statement that:
s aH b 15 NECESSARY for the argument to work.
* if you remove / negate the assumption, the passage FAILS.
G DRAW THE CONCLUSION: a conclusion MUST BE TRUE in the passage!
Al * A "conclusion" is a statement that:
* can be PROVED from the existing statements
* is NOT part of an argument.
STRENGTHEN / WEAKFEN:
* These statements
| - HELP or HURT the passage
but... ; .
- they are TREATED AS TRUE AHEAD OF TIME (if they're statements
- these are EXTRA CONSIDERATIONS (NOT NECESSARY)
EXPLAIN THE DISCREPANCY:
| commmmm oo ——s * The passage presents something that looks like a contradiction, or two things
2 that don't appear to "work" togéther.
\ ————— ————— - you want an EXTRA statement that reconciles these two things.
s In session for 3 hours, 8 minutes.

v [l o v 1:38:06

CR decoding CR prompts
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"The ob{'ve%tion to the argument above is based on doubts about the truth of
which of the following Statements?' the argument is faulty
if the statement .

l¢A) FIND THE ASSUMPTION |

(B) DRAW THE CONCLUSION

A TN 6/32 (18%)
LI | 1R 0%

(A 12/3267%)
(C) STRENGTHEN / WEAKEN o , 1832259
Nooe I 5/32(15%)

(D) EXPLAIN THE DISCREPANCY

this one is especially important: :ﬂ\l :\:légllac(li“’(sb;w%\bﬁd

K. y V=
"Which of the following must be studied in order to"evaluate'the argument
presented above? e LUk hine

to the passage

(A) FIND THE ASSUMPTION : _— Jumam
(B) DRAW THE CONCLUSION c mmm s
(C) STRENGTHEN / WEAKEN °o JuREm

None I 153205%

(D) EXPLAIN THE DISCREPANCY

In session for 3 hours.

CR excellent prompts for figuring questions
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Which of the following most logically completes the argument below?

Twenty percent of the stores in Morganville's downtown shopping district will fail within five years
because they will be competing directly with the SaveMart discount department store newly
opened in East Morganville. The downtown shopping district has lost business at this rate before
and has always completely rebounded. Confidence that it will rebound again from the losses it is
now about to suffer is ill founded, however, because

A. the stores likely to be put out of business by direct competition from SaveMart are the
downtown shopping district's anchor stores, on whose ability to draw shoppers many of the other
downtown stores depend

B. the bus line that has long connected the downtown area of Morganville with East Morganville
has a tradition of carrying shoppers who reside in East Morganville into downtown Morganville to
shop

C. when the downtown shopping district has rebounded before, the business premises of a failed
business were typically taken over by a business of the same kind as had been there before

D. SaveMart's business plan for the East Morganville store is based on earning low profits, if any,
during the first five years of the store's existence

E. it is conceivable that the downtown shopping district could shrink substantially without
collapsing altogether

Remember -- we need a REASON WHY this business downturn is WORSE than
previous ones.
(B) No indication that the shoppers won't continue to use the bus line.

(C)_]Ub( dcscn es what than >d before -- there's g(c) discussion Oflht. present downturn
tall (and hence no rationale for why it mig more serious)
()m of the ‘\I()QT ()\1’\1()\ INCORREC I P»\ ITTERNS you'll see in CR is g
escription of PA VIOR ... that is trying to, trick you into assuming fh.n 1|1L
past behavior w lll mmmuc' Y ou can't just assume that past patterns will continue

: 3 1 ! I : ' i 4 L : = 2

et M [B] 1 e | Pubic Screen S v 1:29:12)
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cr past behawour iS @ common wrong answer

In session for 2 hours, 12 minutes.
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EXTERNAI GIESS/INOT PROVED! v\pl.nn\

"Which of the following hypotheses best accounts for the findings of the

CXpCl’lmcnl, === von wounld only have to ACCOUNT FOR findings if something were
SURPRISING or IINEXPECTED about the findings. =

(A) FIND THE ASSUMPTION

(B) DRAW THE CONCLUSION

(C) STRENGTHEN / WEAKEN

(D) EXPLAIN THE DISCREPANCY

A I ] 8/31 (25%)
B | 8/31 (25%)
c I | 7/31 (22%)
D I ] 4/31 (12%)
None N 1 4/31 (12%)

o (] 10 o oo v 13439

in session for 3 hours, 5 minutes.

CR resolve the paradox prompt
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Amie 2> The violent crime raté (number of violent crimes per 1,000 residents) in Mcadowbrook is ﬁ\
Andrew f::-/ 60 percent higher now than it was four years ago. The corresponding increase for \/
Bob 2@ Parkdale is only 10 percent. These figures support the conclusion that residents of —— .
oystar £ = Meadowbrook are more likely to become victims of violent crime than are residents of | 111S 1S @ per-capita
Farsh ae P rate. | 3
jaye 2@ kel The pointof |
ot i : i : er-capita rates is
Memi 22 ae The argument above is flawed because it fails to take into account 0 get rid of the .
g s effect of population
Pc L@ A. Changes in the population density of both Parkdale and Meadowbrook over the ~ S17C- ) |
Robs (Away) ! past four years. (In fact, the point of
post S X B. How the rate of population growth in Meadowbrook over the past four years UNIIS ol the "“"’“
pares to the corresponding rate for Parkdale. "unitl PER unit2"

2 C. The ratio of violent to nonviolent crimes committed during the past four years in 15 generally to take
e 90 Meadowbrook and Parkdale. ouf the Qonl_o%lndlng

=== ' D. The violent crime rates in Meadowbrook and Parkdale four years ago. cifect of unitZ.)

Swa: higher percent doesnt transate higher no.. E. How Mecadowbrook’s expenditures for crime prevention over the past four years miles

Kurt: The crime rate could have been 10 percent and £ £ went up compare to Parkdale's expenditures. = gallon

by 60 percent & would be 16. If & was 40 percent and & went up s ok |

by 10 percen & would be 44. What' i . -> [f you hayve
hat's meaningful: e O :

iavc: Ron, wil sovng these questions affect . omak prép a2 g these finits, then

1) RELATIONSHIPS between numbers
The % increase in crime is much higher in Meadowbrook.

v 22,EXTRA VARIABLES: What might
affect these #'s that hasn't been said?
Venchei: lower growth, increased crime implies higher

| Same: population
Swa: population
Kurt: population stays constant

to --> This person is saying that the
percentage AARSAILR T Aol B U AT
(from a student who selected B) ﬁ;'gl:!\':l't:"r\"““ is an extra variable

o Audo - Ron Purewal

>

Samir: crime rate 4 years ago in meadowbrook may have

been much lower 4 years ago than that of parkdale --> These students have identified the

Kurt! PR PRt BSaMSS BRN T deRent and if it INITIAL / STARTING values of
the quantities as significant.

. commoTTTT | eSS

4 _— went up by 60 percent it would be 16. If it was 40
percent and it went up by 10 percen it would be 44.
L . ——— : : : insessn for theu, 5t vt

cr statistics good question per unit capita is unit INDEPENDENT
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sss #2: make abstract to be more concrete, yes, thanks ron
Arul Murugan: Thanks Ron
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QUICK SUMMARY of today's most important concepts:

1/
g_lqﬁgl({)ut for STATISTICS THAT DON'T COMPORT WITH EACH

e.g.
* Percentages / proportions / ratios VS absolute numbers

* Pcr-unit rates VS aggregate totals

E%ﬁl&dﬂon %%%hé%t)al

WOF

2/

MSSk urc that you BOIL ARGUMENTS DOWN TO THEIR

FFECTS THE CONCLUSION or LINE
ONINE |An the argument &

-->STAY FOCUSED

= (F)'? REA

cr statlstlcs watch out for percentlle per unit rates

In session for 3 hours, 36 mnutes.
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: :: ‘ SUMMARY: CONCLUSION / INFERENCE C.R. PROBLEMS
L]
E - * E&Lmﬁﬂ to pick the answer that is PROVED BEYOND A REASONABLE
Fan
: ' : *You need to STAY IN SCOPE
A ~| Upside: You can automatically eliminate certain answers (i.e., things that are
out of scope)
Downside: You have to read the passage VERY, VERY CAREFULLY
g

2

KNOW:

"Draw conclusion" / "Inference” CR problems are VERY different from ALL
other CR problem types.

Stephen Mulen: by Comcom *TO Truax? For C

first session: can u plz repeat why D i wrong

t
A fuschs - o Purewsl

»
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o4l _:_
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cr stay WITHIN the scope for conclusion and inference

In session fior 2 hours, 26 minutes.
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Excavation of the ancient city of Kourion on the # of Cyprus revealed a pattern of debris and collapsed
buildings typical of towns devastated by emhm@d Archaeologists have hypothesized that the destrugtionauns
due to a major earthquake known to have occurred near the island in A.D. 365.Which of the lblluwmw
most strongly supports the archacologists’ hypothesis?

(A) Bronze ceremonial drinking vessels that are often found in graves dating from years preceding and following
A.D. 365 were also found in several graves near Kourion.

(B) No coins minted after A.D. 365 were found in Kourion, but coins minted before that year were found in
abundance.

(C) Most modern histories of Cyprus mention that an earthquake occurred near the island in A.D. 365.

(D) Several small statues carved in styles current in Cyprus in the century between A.D. 300 and 400 were found
in Kourion.

(E) Stone inscriptions in a form of the Greek alphabet that was definitely used in Cyprus after A.D. 365 were
found in Kourion.

REMEMBER! . . .
unh}w "Iiuxi lélc assumption” -- you are NOT trying to pick something that MUST be true.

ingtead: : QoG R s
whatever they say. you just assume it's the case -- and see what sort of EFFECT it has on the argument.

the best thing you can do on STRENGTHEN / WEAKEN:
SIMPLIFY THE ARGIUMENT!

try your best to boil the argument down t¢ ONE OR TWO STATEMENTS
simplified argument: T
* Pl‘;;!\!lF :: kourion was destroyed by'an earthiquake:”
I% LUSTON: it must have been THEGRRGUARE THATHAPPENED IN YEAR 365:9

let's investigate (b) and (c):

(b) PINPOINTS THE DATE at year 365 (the coins suddenly stopped at 'car,.‘s?s --> this is strong
cxgdc{lgg)that something camclg'smlc happened in exactly
T STRENGTHENER!

(c) says that "there was an carthquake in 365."
...but this is i\llREADY "known to have occurred”
o s0 this 1s no help. : 2 =
if you re-iterate something that is already known, this is NOT a strengthener!

DOESN'T STRENGTHEN

e o (5] 40 0w oot v 1:05:09

cr strengthen weaken simplify the argument

In session for 1 hour, 41 minutes,



Fie Sesson View Tools Window Mep
HS o8V
 Particpants

| Particpants <
‘Ron Purewal (Moderator)

LY
NS
> 4

e

¥
bbbl
IR R R R R X R R EEER R

@ Chat

Show A

E—

Siva: what s the conclusion of this arg?
Seln: so would you suggest reading the question before reading the
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Twenty years ago, Balzania put in place regulations requiring operators of surface mines
to pay for the reclamation of mined-out land. Since then, reclamation technology has not
improved. Yet, the average reclamation cost for a surface coal mine being reclaimed
today is only four dollars pér ton of coal that the mine produced, less than half what it
cost to reclaim surface minegfin the years immediately after the regulations took effect.

ZThy) takes a\\ ay the effeet of the total volume of the mine.
Which of the following, if true, fdst Heipt g it 'TOP the Brop T reCramabion - Losts

described? The average cost of repairing the mined land has gone way down.
This decrease is NOT because the technology Iu\‘huomu more cfficient.

A\ N ? < ! ) P g
HAI E() \ lﬁ\ \% rl Smm.‘)%lhgr res I\(ﬁl} \\hg\ reclgaming I’LLJII’II\E {1» lmtd has LOHLI\L'\ ches on

costs, coal mines in Balzania continued t less expensive to operate than coal

mines in almost any other country.~~ The argument is only concerned with costs within
B. In the twenty years since the regulat” 6&"6& effect, the use of coal as a fuel has

declined from the level it was at in the previous twenty years., l_‘ b ean't v 00 f g

C. Mine operators have generally ceased surface mining in the: mountmnous areas of

Balzania because reclamation costs per ton of coal produced are particularly high

for mines in such areas. N()\Iw lh:,y don't have to reclaim the mines that are most expensive to
., reclaim!
D. Even after Balzania began requiring surface mine operators to pay reclamation

costs, surface mines continued to produce coal at a lower total cost than
underground mines. The cost of coal *production® doesn't matter,

E. As compared to twenty years ago, a greater percentage of the coal mined in
Balzania today comes from surface mines.

This doesn't affect reclamation costs.

One of the biggest issues in CR --

A |} 22199
— xeus | DON' n" answer choices UNTIL YOU
o = mom 2NoW WHAT YOUAKREYOEKING FOR.
E =a 321 a8
e e e - = -

e [5] 1 oe b Pubic Screan 6 v 1:20:51 jemm—

dont start examining answer choices until we are sure what we are looking for

In session for 2 hours, 21 minutes.
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OVERALL REVIEW OF "EXPLAIN THE SITUATION" CR PROBLEMS

1 * The PRIMARY CHALLENGE of these problems is to UNDERSTAND
WHAT THE QUESTION ACTUALLY IS!

The following TEMPLATE helps in understanding the question:

has happened / is true / is happening.

Normally, this would mean

THIS TIME, has happened / 1s true /
is happening instead:
EXPLAIN THIS

2 * The correct answer will ALWAYS be OUTSIDE THE SCOPE of
the passage (in at least some way).
== If‘guu se¢ a choige that *does® stay INSIDE the scope of the
passage, then it's incoirect. O

3 * you will have to make REASONABLE ASSUMPTIONS to make the
connection(s) required.

DO NOT USE FORMAL LOGIC --NO "MUST"s!!

Think like a "real world person” -- including the assumptions that
such people would make

T L Ll ] 'l S . = In session for & hours, 41 mnutes.
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Show | Al v D
[Sid: however trade deficts are high bacause of various govt spending A

Sund Varun: ...this 5 only true because & s recovering from a period
of high unemployment

Ravi 2: std of Iving will be low becuase of less jobs

Gaurav 2: do you want to say that the part after however
contradicts the conclusion and part after because gives the reason
fior the contradiction

abce2l: we should not quesion the fact before™ however”, right?

|
t
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I DO NOT QUESTION STATED FACTS I

what is this relationship?

KXXXXXRXXEXKXXEXEX XEXXXEXXXXXXXXX
KXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXX
KXXNKXNAN XN XXE NN XXX XXXXD
XKXXXXXXX.

RESPONSE:

However,

NANXXXXAXKXKKAXK KKK KXXXKXKX

NENXXXXAXXKK XXAXK XXXXXXXXXX,
bec:am;e KAXXEXXXEXXEX XXXXXXXX,

This means that we have to

"poke a hole" in the
argument WHILE STILL

ACCEPTING THE FACTS

HERE AS TRUE!!
THIS IS A WEAKEN QUESTION --

Y ou bring in something *from outside

the scope® to make the argument
wca&tcrl? g

I L Ly Lia L

II}]{()}[I{EEI-]- :;}"ht:l'l you [It'qinI-I: LESS
|'c515Lf111:1g: ]1"5,]%}'?:%?61}?{%#

The economist says that the
economy of Burdistan 1s strong,
because umemployment numbers
are low and the gdvernment has
heen creating new jobs at

record rates.

suppaort the economist's claim,

""" We we
this claim

to weaken
BECAUSE

the government jobs are
temporary and funded from

money that will soon be
exhausted.

however beacuse blanks weaken example

In session for 1hour, 12 minutes.



Fie Session View Tools Window Help

Ha 02 &

€ Participants
€ L E _/ Ok Partcpents 1
L & # O & Ron Purewal (Moderator) ~
W E) Ok Abha
& &) Ok Ages
L E O
W E) Ok Akhdesh
W E Ok cherd300?
& &) O Darshan
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Show (41 SiflLo]
Ugender: statement 2 supports | A|

Jaremy: 2 supports 1
Agnes: 52 used to suppot 1
Heha Mukhedea-Nathank 2 & supporting

Darshan: stmk 2 &5 used to support 1

Al: do you recommend this dagram v, the T diagram fos CR
quistions of just for boldface questions?

WA Ron - T hawe hean hawinn a kot of frouhle meating nofes 1 =

to
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A good way to think about paraphrasing:

"How would I explain this OUT LOUD?"
... i.e., without sounding as though you're reading a book

then ... this means that you don't really understand (or don't understand at all)
what the passage is saying.

[F that happens,

move on to the back-up method ("fact vs. claim"), which is something that you
can still use even if you don't understand the logical flow!

If you absolutely CAN'T do this (i.e., you're stuck with literal reading of the exact
words that are present),

if paraphrasing does not work move to other approach

I session for 4 hours, 5 mnutes.
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Shiorm :.Al "’: Q
Selin: yesh |
Farah: Wait, what & the answer C or E?

Farah: yes

Siva: If i know the other % i can compare who performed better igh
Siva: booz al are measured in total profies?

Farah: i chose C be i thought we were supposed to oitique the fact t |
said the pharmecutical division & growing be of the %
|
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PERCENTAGES ARE ]‘\OT NUMBERS!!!
*If
result doesn’t necess
|rn:rca\dc0¥n the qu?.m“'?

* Same goes for decreases.

If they ask you a question about " component
percentages”, this 1s very often the point!

Here is an illustration that is closer to home:

mily makes $100,000 per vear, and spends 51000 r month on food
(lnﬁ -'jlng Eroceries (n?? cELu%rl"anl Ii1:)(Jt1]|pL [{?}Lnf] in the year

-->In this case, food is 12% of the Immlyn budget.

1 the following vear, the family's primary breadwinner is laid off, and so the
Eumh only mikds 525,000 t]lml‘wgr y

Tho(ff \lvp cating out at restaurants, and so they only spend $500 per month on
- 6000 for the year

--> In this case, food is now 74@ the family budget.

Follow Moderahor

TRY TO MAKE YOUR OWN ANALOGIES!
For *all* CR problems
--> In other words, try to think of analogous situations in which the same sort

UI E}hcnnmcnm‘a occurs, but in whieli the objective subject matter 1s
srent

I L I L L

T ﬂ L L L
L i T T T

T L i T T

percentages are not numbers

In session for 1 hour, 56 mnutes.
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Denoma, a major consumer-electronics maker, had a sizeable!Héclink it hiles revenue for its
most recent fiscal year. This result appears surprising, because electronics retailers report that

although their overall sales were considerably lower than in the previous year.
revenue from Denoma models actually grew/] largely thanks to some innovative and popula

models that Denoma introduced.  something that LEADS to results

Which of the following, if true, does most to explain the apparently surprising result?

For this to work, Der

1a needs to sell *something else® besides its own models
- and that's ahat decreased Z X

A. Because of the need to educate the public about its new models’ capabilities,
Denoma'’s advertising spending was higher than normal over the period. l':f\t‘ll&‘:l:“' to

B. For the period at issue, Denoma’s major competitors reported declines in revenue that
were, in percentage terms, greater than Denoma’s. \W¢ k]\':llll care about Denoma's

compglitors.

C. A significant proportion of Denoma'’s revenue comes from making components for
other consumer-electronics manufacturers,

D. Unlike some of its major competitors, Denoma has no lines of business outside
consumer electronics to provide revenue when retail sales of consumer electronics are
weak.

E. During the period, consumer-electronics retailers sold remaining units of Denoma’s

superseded models at pnod@n were deeply discounted from those models’ original

i .- We know that, despite this statement, sales OF DENOMA MODELS are not the

§1c\'fnuc from Denoma . : 5 (I S—

ODELS wentup — has happened / is true / is happening.| 8 W 500
i Tlrc whole¢ J) ‘noma company's v
Normally, lhl? wovl ean sales would also increasd! N S——
I l']c W ]F ¢ ;nm{%w. X D
THIS TIME, sales DECREASE has happened / is true e £
is happening instead: i N TG
EXPLAIN THIS

We need something that would make the overall company sales go down -- besides the co's models.

resolve the paradox normally this happens this time something else happens reason explains both

T

1

F=eT.

" [ f 1Lt i ﬂ 1Ll f 1
L S— T L a3 ot L T u

In session for 6 hours, 31 minutes.
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£ @ /B g chands What are we weakening?
%57 B & Gy What are we weakening? . _ .
‘P -=/-IC\‘FUSU'IUI I:'.'i.:_".||:.'|:|\'|.I! s hat voluntéering (via is attendant ¢ndor Ins) act '.|'\
|| W| & Desck Bootandsr LENGTHENS people's lives (i.e., CAUSES people I«
£ @ /W 8 Edde ! '
L9 /W & curav2 We want to weaken this argument.
L @ 7B R Garsy Fiinay) :
£ @ /W 2 Gopalkol
£ @ /W g rchaed i Argument says VOLUNTEER ----= LONG LIFE
£ @ /B 5 Man1
£ @ /W g prakmehia
o @ 7 W 8 Pumendu v
o ) Another way is to show that SOMETHING
¢ cvidence suggesting ELSE causes BOTH "x" and "y'
Show [A1 7 (T it's BACKWARD
er words,
TR P ETIT) & eruallv causes X, ' '
Gaura 2: cause and effect If some quality contributes to both
Sund Varun: conchusion | volunteerism AND long life, then
Gopal Kol Stréngthen? the argument is weakened.
Sudhanshu 1: exphin the paradox
Cranca: wesken _=zrvolunteerism
Hisha Wadhwani weaken
- “ fem
long life
o
A busdio - Rion Purewal
»
4 | T
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weaken questions good wordi

ng causal effect solution

In session for 1 hour, 35 mnutes.
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Wbmpeoplemgagemmmh&hdpoﬂmlhmbmnmlmendmphm,

thebnmswmalopuws,whlchmdxmmpeopleafcclmgofweu—bmg.lthn

been suggested that regular release of endorphins increases people’s kmgcvny

Andamusncmnduluwhotegtﬂnﬂyedgagelnvolmmrwmk ¢l
' 1 average, than adults who_do not voluntee:

would be what we would expect cven if volmiteams does mot ‘When you

@bm\m- see a

blank you
Which of the following most logically completes the argument? “‘\ ‘i ‘0
l

FACTS!!!
claim

A. In the communities studied, women were much more likely to do regular t(;i)“ [hs_

volunteer work than men were, and women tend to live longer than men do. ank fits
B. The number of young adults who do regular volunteer work is on the increase into the
C. The feclings of well-being induced by endorphins can, at least for a time, mask drgument.
the symptoms of various conditions and diseases, provided the symptoms are |q| J.»'\LLY
mild. the "blank"

D. It is rare for a person to keep up a regular schedule of volunteer work throughout Llllult'(l’;‘\
are of the

his or her life.
s . same types
E. Some people find that keeping a commitment to do regular volunteer work to which
becomes a source of stress in their lives. you've
already
\% beconie
What are we weakening? accustomed.

I'he argument claims that volunteering (via its attendant endorphins) actually
LENGTHENS people's lives (i.e., CAUSES people to live longer)
We want to weaken this argument

L 1 . .

Sid: well | thought if symptons were masked then it will go

undiagnosed..

o o e ey =

weaken questions good wordlng causal effect

In session for 1 hour, 41 minutes,



