[bookmark: _GoBack]Nov13, 2009: Sentence Correction

Here start the session, take 1:30 minutes and try to solve below question:
 
[image: Machine generated alternative text: Sulfur dioxide, a major contributor to acid rain, is an especially
serious pollutant because it diminishes the respiratory system’s
abili’ to deal with all other pollutants.
A an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the respiratory system’s
ability to deal
B an especially serious pollutant because of diminishing the respiratory system’s
capability of dealing
c an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the capability of the
respiratory system in dealing
a specially serious pollutant because it diminishes the capability of the
respiratory system to deal
a specially serious pollutant because of diminishing the respiratory system’s
ability to deal]

Now, let’s analyze it. Check for the variation in answer choices (below)
 [image: Machine generated alternative text: Sulfur dioxide, a major contributor to acid rain, is an especially
serious pollutant because it diminishes the respiratory system’s
abili’ to deal with all other pollutants.
A an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the respiratory system’s
ability to deal
B an especially serious pollutant because of diminishing the respiratory system’s
capability of dealing
c an especially serious pollutant because it diminishes the capability of the
respiratory system in dealing
a specially serious pollutant because it diminishes the capability of the
respiratory system to deal
a specially serious pollutant because of diminishing the respiratory system’s
ability to deal]
Now, as we compare answer sentences, we see these sentences are different from one another on basis of idioms and the word especially/specially.

Also, in first look, many of us would neglect answer choices because of pronoun ‘it’. Technically, it has been used here as ambiguous pronoun but is it so, let’s find it out?
 
[image: Machine generated alternative text: “PRONOUN AMBIGUITY” is NOT an absolute rule.
Background:
Consider the following
You’re talking to someone on the phone
and they say
“Take the pizza out of the box and put..” -- and then get cut off the phone.
your brain intuition AUTOMATICALLY associate “it” with “the pizza”,
even though it’s technically ambiguous.
Let’s look at grammatical roles played by the different words:
Take the pizza out of the box -and- put it.... ....into the oven.
action dir.ect re obj. of action dirçct
(verb) object p p. prep. (verb) object
PARALLEL to RICIT DA D A i i ii this added
the pronoun.  cçntct rnkšs it
çlear ttlat pizza”
is the intended
reterent, and t at
In general: “box” is not.
IMPORTANT TAKEAWAY:
The GMAT will usually TOLERATE PRONOUN AMBIGUITY if:
(1) the CONTEXT IS OBVIOUS
(2) the PRONOUN is PARALLEL to the INTENDED NOUN
(3) the PRONOUN is NOT PARALLEL to the OTHER NOUN(S)]
 
Now, it used in the sentence is tolerable as it passes all three criterion (mention above). So based on this theory, lets solve our actual question:[image: Machine generated alternative text: subict of 1ause obj of preposition
Sulfur dioxide, a major contributor to acid rain, is an especially
. subi . verb. .
serious pollutant because irdiminishes the respiratory system s
ability to deal with all other pollutants. IDICMS
an especially serious pollutantibeca use it diminishesithe respiratory system’s
ability to deal * context clear? YES (sulfur dioxide)
____________ TECHNICALLY “AMBIGUOUS” .
intended to be sulfur dioxide * parallel to intended referent? YES
* NONparallel to WRONG words?
. YES]
 
[image: Machine generated alternative text: Other issues in the problem:
* ESPECIALLY vs. SPECIALLY
“especially” = “to an unusually high degree” or “more so than comparable things”
T/içse paintings are all attractive. but tlwt one is especially attractive because of its use of
clii aroscuro. .
“specially” donc in a special manner
This dish, which is not on (lie normal menu, was specially prepared for our guest.]
Options remain ABC
 
Now, Which idiom is correct - ‘Because of diminishing’ or ‘because it diminishes’?
Because of VERBing = incorrect idiom (note: Because of NOUN\Because CLAUSE is correct) so based on these B can be ruled out. 
[image: Machine generated alternative text: a specially serious pollutantibecause of diminishingithe respiratory system’s
‚ability to deal because of VERB1ng inconcct idiom (correct: because (‘LA USE
because ofVOUN)]
Also,
 
[image: Machine generated alternative text: y an especially serious pollutantibecause it diminishesIthecapabiIity of the
respiratory system in dealing
had idioiii]
 
More reference problems(on this concept):
[image: Machine generated alternative text: rcfcrcncc problems:
VERBAL VERBAL
istED 2ndED
#71 #68 -->unaccepta.ble
pronoun ambig.
#19 #21 -->acceptablç
fOflOUfl ambig.]
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"PRONOUN AMBIGUITY" is NOT an absolute rule.

Background:
Consider the following:

You're talking to someone on the phone
and they say

"Take the pizza out of the box and py

‘your brain / intuition AUTOMATICALLY associate "it" with "the pizza”,
even though it's technically ambiguous.

Let's look at grammatical roles played by the different words:
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The GMAT will usually TOLERATE PRONOUN AMBIGUITY if:

(1) the CONTEXT IS OBVIOUS

(2) the PRONOUN is PARALLEL to the INTENDED NOUN
(3) the PRONOUN is NOT PARALLEL to the OTHER NOUN(S)
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IDIOMS
an especially serious pollutant|becauseit diminishes|the respiratory system’s
ili * context clear? YES (sulfur dioxide
ability to deal TECHNICALLY "AMBIGUOUS" ) ( )
intended to be sulfur dioxide parallel to intended referent? YES
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Other issues in the problem:
* ESPECIALLY vs. SPECIALLY

"especially” = "to an unusually high degree" or "more so than comparable things"

T1evepmlml1gv are all attractive, but that one is especially attractive because of its use of
chiardscuro.

“specially” = done in a special manner

This dish, which is not on the normal menu, was specially prepared for our guest.
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ability to deal because of VERBing = incorrect idiom  (correct: because CLAUSE

because of NOUN )




