PARALLELISM CONTINUED...

WEe'll go through a few questionsfor a quick recap of last set of notes:

Tell whether each of the following sentences is properly parallel:

This animal lives in grass and trees.

This animal lives in grass and in trees.

This animal lives both in grass and in trees.
This animal lives in both grass and in trees.

This animal lives both in grass and trees.

This animal lives in both grass and trees.

We'll go through each sentence one by one:

The signal words in the above sentences are both/and.

1. Thisanimal livesingrass | and trees.

Noun Noun

Prep Phrase Prep Phrase

3. Thisanimal lives| hoth | ingrass| and in trees.
Prep Phrase Prep Phrase

2. Thisanimal livesingrasd @9 |in trees. ‘/

4. Thisanimal livesin| hoth |grasy and in trees.
Noun Prep Phrase




5. Thisanimal lives| hoth | ingrass| and trees. ‘!t

Prep Phrase Noun
6. Thisanimal livesin] yp | arass [ gy | trees \/
Noun Noun

Takeaway: If thereisno SIGNAL on thefront (asisthecasewith “and” or
“or”), you need to figure out the parallelism from right to left.

Let’stake alook at aproblem:

14 The largest trade book publisher in the US has announced the creation of & new digital imprint
divisicn, under which it will publish abeut 20 puraly digital works to be sold anline as either slectronic
haoks ar downlnadahle coples that can be printed upan purchase.

Al
B)

]
i)

D)
E)

works to b2 sold onling as either alectranic books or

works to sell them online, either as electronic bucks or

works and it will sedl them online as either dectronic books or &s
warks, and selling them online as aither electronic boeks or as
werks, and it will sell them online as either electronic books or

Let’s analyse the choices:

We'll first check the parallelism in the choices as we can see SIGNAL words here.

The SIGNALS are "EITHER" and "OR".

A) works to be sold online asﬁ'meﬁelectronic I;H:mk

(A)is perfectly parallel with electronic books following either and downloadable

copies following or.

Pf works to sell them nnlineé Eitha'ias electronic bn.nk ar

(B) is not parallel as as electronic books follows either which is not parallel with
downloadable copies following or.

,6.’}" works and it will sell them online as|either|electronic boo

slorjas

Similarly, (C) isalso not parallel



£ works, and selling them online as|either|gle

And (D) isnot parallel due to same reason as (B) and (C).

E) works, and it will sell them online ag[eitherJelectronic bookd[or]

(E) is absolutely parallel (w.r.t. either and or)

Now we have to pick the correct choice from A and E.

The prime difference we see in the two sentences is the use of and.
Let’stake alook at and analogy:

if you connect two sentences / clauses with "and",
you are implying (unless other transition words are present) that
these 2 ideas are independent of one another. -- "spoken language trap
"There was a great deal of traffic tc:da}ml was late to work"

-= the traffic is NOT responsible for my being late. these are presented as two independent
evelts.,

"There was a great deal of traffic today | ;|;a I ||LJ§|I was late to work"

--= the trafTic made me late.

Sentence A isalittle better asthe use of and in E is not very appropriate.
Also, to be sold defines the meaning more clearly.

NOUN +no comma + to be VERBed == this is poing to happen to the WOLUN



Let’stake alook at some more different type of sentences:

Tell whether each of the following sentences is properly parallel:

This student cheats on exams by copying other students' answers and writing hints on hidden slips of paper.
This student cheats on exams by copying other students' answers and writes hints on hidden slips of paper.

This student cheats on exams by copying other students' answers and stealing food from the school cafeteria.

This student cheats on exams by copying other students’ answers and steals food from the school cafetena.

Let’s first analyse that why two sentences should be parallel (apart from being
mechanically parallel).

A REALLYI' BASIC NON-PARALLEL SENTENCE:
“”I.til.“iI:_ :.I'II{ ltlm,“”“_ o) a
| I liket *'fl‘k. i . ;} HI%-LI]mdsbLh;;rLd k.r.]ﬁ why these 2 elements
| likﬂmmm weights.

--= not parallel

but...
WHY SHOULD THESE WORDS BE PARALLEL IN THE FIRST PLACE?

reason #2;: THE IDEAS ARE PARALLEL!

takeaway:

PARALLELISM IS NOT RANDOM!

Y ou only want structures to be parallel IF THE IDEAS REPRESENTED BY
THOSE WORDS are parallel.

We'll use the same principle to find out which of the above 4 sentences are parallel.

e n n Ca

his 15 "ril THOD

W CHEATING
this IENEA 15 mot

w I'E'I;L 15 ANOT HER
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iti on hidden slips nf}mpea



‘/ ST a1
TO THIS.

Asexplained earlier, we moveright to left to analyse the parallelism of the sentence.
Writing hints (a method of cheating) should be parallel to something on left of and,
we find copying other students answers parallel to the meaning and grammar of the
clause onright of and.

This waord1s "fake pamllel” — this 15 2 method of cheating.

s actually tmrelevant, since the IDEA , . .

15 not parallel to anything. chere is there another method of cheating?
This student.cheats on exams by 3 i mts on hidden slips of paper.

Similar to above, we do find an idea parallel to writes hints (a method of cheating) but
copying is not grammatically parallel to writes.

= BAD IMG and how the '\.II.IJLI]Id\xH o
This studen

Mr students’ an mmsﬁ%@. from the school c:afe‘teri;

Now in this sentence, stealing food (a generally bad thing to do, of courseits not a
method of cheating for sure) should be parallel to smilar idea on left. We have to idea
being presented on the left of and, cheats and copying. Now , in the context of the
sentence . Now , in the context of the sentence copying is a method how a student
cheats, it’s more of a secondary idea. Cheats is another generally bad thing to do but it
is not parallel to sealing grammatically.

If copying and stealing were to be parallel then it would mean that they are parallel in
meaning too, i.e. , both are methods of cheating which they are not.

™ this is A GENERALLY BA D THING
this i'ﬁ__lll'.l_i.‘ other GENERETLY that the student does
0

F ‘tf}l BLIT WO DS {‘\ PARALLEL THEN YOI ARE
1

|
GIVING THEM PARALLEL MEANINGS!

| method of cheating —
= not parallel l anything :
This studentm Bymg other shifents anw.-ef'rmn the school cafeteria
i

Vv

Similar to the analogy explained above, we can make out that this sentence is parallel.



Let'stake alook at GMAT Prep Problem:

3G. Scientists at the Los Alamos Mational Laboratory have succeeded for the first ima in mlnlng heat
from the Earth's interior 3 ] : : 2, 6 : :
dectridly and heating factories and homes.

& and producing enargy an a commercial scale, enaunh for effident generation of 2lectricity 2nd h=ating
B. and producing encugh energy on a commerdal scale for electricty to be generated effidently and to
heat

C. for energy production on a commerdal scale, enough for genersting electridby efficiently and o heat
D. to praduce enarqy on a cammerdal scale, enough fer ganerating electricity effizizantly and for haating
E. tc produce enough energy on a commersial scale for efficient gensration of sectridty and heat

In the above problem, we can see that there are two uses of and, one in the beginning
of underlined sentence and one towards the end of it.

The one towards the end of sentence is common to all 5 choices while there are only
two choices where and appears in the beginning, so we should attack the and towards
the end of the sentence.

Now and isasignal word, so we should look for parallel structures preceding and
following and.

Heating and generation of electricity are outcomes of increased energy. They are
parallel in meaning, so now we have to check for grammatically correct usage.

(A) — generation vs heating

(B) — generated vs to heat

(C)- generating vsto heat

(D) —for generating vs for heating
(E) — geanration vs heat

X < XX




