
Use of “And” 
 

 
 
 
According to this sentence, I was late for some OTHER reason than the truck crash. 
 
Basically, AND does the following in a sentence: 
Ø AND creates a parallel structure between elements which are : 

- Presumed to be independent (unless they are in a sequence) 
- Equal in priority/importance. 
-  

Some examples of above: 

 
 
Here are two common ways to present Cause and effect: 
 

- One is to use modifier: 

- Another way is by using and: 

 
 
Now we’ll see four different sentences to analyse the use of and: 
 

Three ideas: devouring lunch, gulping drinks, falling asleep. 
These are three separate actions and none of them is prioritised over the other and 
none is a component of other one→ Need parallel structures 
So we see that the above structure is perfectly parallel. 



 
 

Similar to last example, there are three ideas, but gulping  and falling asleep are 
used as a modifier in this sentence which doesn’t make sense here, though 
grammatically they are correct and parallel, but doesn’t make any sense. 
 

Three actions: devouring, crunching, and burping. 
Crunching and burping are further description of Ron devouring the lunch, so they 
should be modifiers. 
Parallel structure doesn’t make sense here. 
You cannot judge grammatical structures until you understand 
what the context of the sentence is.  
 

Similar to above example, there are three actions in this sentence too. 
Use of crunching and burping as modifiers is appropriate and makes sense as they 
provide further description of Ron devouring his lunch. 
 
 
 
 
Let’s take a look at the question: 
 

When we look at a sentence we should use two things: 
- Common sense/real world thinking 
- The sentence is a unit in the sense that it should some sort of “unified” 

meaning 
In the original sentence, when we use and between mining and producing , it 
means that mining the heat had nothing to do with producing energy, which 
certainly is not the case.  
So, we don’t want and here. 
A and B can be omitted.  



To select the correct answer between C, D, and E we use simple parallelism 
concept and find that only D is parallel with the concept of generating 
electricity and heating homes and factories. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Let’s take a look at another question: 
 

 
In the above sentence we can see that the underlined part is an explanation to 
the non-underlined part, so both these parts shouldn’t be separated by an and. 
 
So, we can omit choices A and B. 
In choice C, which modifies the part which it is closest to, which is in case is 
courtship, which is incorrect. (I used a lot of which while explaining which ;)) 
So we can omit choice C. 
 
D versus E: 
There are two issues here: 

- In choice D assisting flies to taste is not idiomatically correct and is also not 
the right idea. Hydrocarbons don’t assist flies in tasting. 

- In choice D those of is redundant here. 
The correct choice is E. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Let’s take a look at another problem: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
With reference to the topic of and let’s analyse the use of and  in the sentences. 
 
Do we need an and here? 
 
Hindu deities dating from xxx empire and Hindu deities fashioned from blah blah 
blah are two independent ideas. They need to be separated, not to be followed by a 
modifier as is the case with choices with A, B, and C. 
So we can eliminate A, B, and C from our learning of the use of and. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Let’s take a look at another question: 
 

 
 
We have two ideas here: 

- (Be able) to move into a new housing. 
- Apply part of rent to a purchase later. 

These two are independent ideas and need to be separated, so we can omit all the 
choices which do not have an and, which are C, D, and E. 
C and D can be omitted because of enables too (singular verb for plural programs) 
 
In choice A use of to be able  is redundant as we already use enable. 
 
So the correct choice is B. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Let’s take a look at another question: 
 

 
 
 

This is tricky because we have to establish the meaning of the sentence correctly. 
 
If we take a look at the non-underlined part of the sentence we find digital imprint 
division which implies that the publishing house is publishing these books in order to 
sell them. Therefore, we cannot use an and here. 
So we can eliminate C, D, and E. 
 
Between A and B, A is perfectly parallel with the correct use of either X or Y. 
 
So, correct choice is A. 
 
 
 
 
 


