The use of the relative pronoun “which”
The word “which” is used both an interrogative pronoun and as a relative pronoun. It is preceded by a noun and acts as the subject of the subordinate clause. Many errors are built in GMAT involving the use of the word” which”, mainly leading to misplaced reference of the pronoun. 
A few points to remember in the meantime. A comma always precedes the relative pronoun, which’. The significance of the comma is to indicate that whatever follows that is a non-essential stuff and hence have to be set of with a comma. On the contrary when some essential thing is to placed after the relative pronoun , then we have to use the pronoun  ‘that’ without the comma, indicating that the stuff that follows is  a necessary item to complete the meaning of the clause. That is the reason ‘that’ is called  a restrictive pronoun, while ‘which’ is called a non-restrictive pronoun. 

Example:

The man carried his documents in a suitcase that was grey in color- here the focus is on the color of the brief case and hence is essential to the sentence and restricts the brief case  to the only one that is grey. 

The man carried his documents in a suitcase, which was grey in color- Here the stress is on the man carrying his travel documents in a suit case; incidentally that happens  to be grey in color. It could have been any other color also.  Thus the use of ‘which’ is said to be non-restrictive in its usage 

 Touch rule of relative pronouns
As per the normal touch rule, all relative pronouns such as which, who, where, when and that are required to touch the nouns that are  lying immediately before them. However, at times such nouns turn out to be phrases that are structured as – noun + preposition + noun, confusing whether we should consider the touching noun or the distant noun. Depending upon the context, in such cases exemption is given to the relative pronoun to skip the nearby noun and the prepositions as intermediaries or integral and inseparable part of the distant nouns  and therefore refer to the distant noun. MGMAT calls thisphenomenon  a mission critical modifier 
Some common examples 
1. A substance derived from the Madagascar periwinkle, which has proved useful in decreasing mortality among young leukemia patients, is cultivated in China as part of a program to integrate traditional herbal medicine into a contemporary system of health care.

(A) A substance derived from the Madagascar periwinkle, which has proved useful in decreasing mortality among young leukemia patients,

(B) A derivative, which has proved useful in decreasing mortality among young leukemia patients, of the Madagascar periwinkle,

(C) A Madagascar periwinkle derivative, which has proved useful in decreasing mortality among young leukemia patients,

(D) The Madagascar periwinkle has a derivative which has proved useful in decreasing mortality among young leukemia patients, that

(E) The Madagascar periwinkle, a derivative of which has proved useful in decreasing mortality among young leukemia patients
E is the answer 
2.Carnivorous mammals can endure what would otherwise be lethal levels of body heat because they have a heat-exchange network which kept the brain from getting too hot.
(A) which kept
(B) that keeps
(C) which has kept
(D) that has been keeping
(E) having kept 
  B is the answer 
3.  In the past several years, astronomers have detected more than 80 massive planets, most of them as large or larger than Jupiter, which circle other stars.

A. most of them as large or larger than Jupiter, which circle

B. most of them as large or larger than Jupiter and circling

C. most of them at least as large as Jupiter, circling

D. mostly at least as large as Jupiter, which circle

E. mostly as large or larger than Jupiter, circling

Answer is C 

Exemption to touch rule 

Emily Dickinson’s letters to Susan Huntington Dickinson were written over a period beginning a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother and ending shortly before Emily’s death in 1886, outnumbering her letters to anyone else.


A. Dickinson were written over a period beginning a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother and ending shortly before Emily’s death in 1886, outnumbering
B. Dickinson were written over a period that begins a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother and ended shortly before Emily’s death in 1886, outnumber
C. Dickinson, written over a period beginning a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother and that ends shortly before Emily’s death in 1886 and outnumbering
D. Dickinson, which were written over a period beginning a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother, ending shortly before Emily’s death in 1886, and outnumbering
E. Dickinson, which were written over a period beginning a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother and ending shortly before Emily’s death in 1886, outnumber

The correct choice is E, although the’ which’ does not refer to Huntington Dickinson, but the letters; to   Susan Huntington Dickinson is reckoned as an essential modifier phrase to the letters and hence  part of the distant noun ‘letters.’  
According to Manhattan GMAT, in general, a noun modifier should touch their nouns, however there are 4 exceptions to this case:
1. A "mission critical" modifier falls in between
2. A very short predicate falls between, shifting a very long modifier back
3. A short non-essential phrase intervenes and is set off by commas
4. The modifier is part of a series of parallel modifiers, one of which touches the noun

