Intro – Summarize issue, state thesis, acknowledge other side has some merit, introduce examples
Restate argument, point out flaws or state intention to discuss them below
The argument claims that ....(restate)
Although the argument may appear well-founded at a superficial level, a critical assessment indicates otherwise. Stated in this way, the argument fails to address several key factors, on the basis of which its reasoning could be evaluated. Consequently, the conclusion relies on assumptions for which there is a paucity of evidence; hence, the argument is fallacious and ultimately unconvincing.

Each Body paragraph – introduce one flaw, explain why it is a flaw, suggest ways to fix the flaw
1st Para - First,...
First, the argument readily assumes that......
This statement is a stretch....
For example,...
Clearly,...
The argument could have been much clearer if it explicitly stated that...

2nd Para - Second/In addition,...
Second, the argument claims that....
This is again a very weak and unsupported claim as the argument does not demonstrate any correlation between....and...
To illustrate,...
While,...
However,....indeed....
In fact, it is not at all clear...rather....
If the argument had provided evidence that.....then the argument would have been a lot more convincing.

3rd Para - Third/Finally,...
Finally,...
(pose some questions for the argument).....Without convincing answers to these questions, one is left with the impression that the claim is more of a wishful thinking rather than substantive evidence

Conclusion – restate thesis, re-acknowledge other side, briefly summarize how examples supported thesis
The argument is flawed/weak/unconvincing because of the above -mentioned...Ultimately, the argument can be strengthened if/by...
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the argument is flawed for the aforementioned reasons and is therefore unconvincing. In order to assess the merits of the argument, it is essential to have full knowledge of all relevant factors. The conclusion could be considerably strengthened if the author clearly mentioned all the relevant facts pertaining to…x,y,z. Without this information, the argument remains unsubstantiated and vulnerable to criticism.


Good words
-paucity
-substantiate
-corroborate
-delineate
-elucidate
-infer
-diametric
-undermine

