Subject - verb agreement practice passages
Here you will find some sentences that will help familiarize with subject verb agreement. Many of them are from previous GMAT retired materials. Keep these basic facts while amending the errors if any.
1. The first job is to identify the various clauses in each passage. Which are the main clauses and which are the subordinate clauses etc?
1. According to scientists at the University of California, the pattern of changes that have occurred in human DNA over the millennia indicate the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor who lived in Africa sometime between 140,000 and 280,000 years ago.

the pattern of changes that have occurred in human DNA over the millennia indicate the possibility

changes that have occurred in human DNA over the millennia
the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor
Ancestor who lived in Africa sometime between 140,000 and 280,000 years ago.

2. Then identify the verb in each of the clauses, by Asking the question what is the action done in the context. . Then identity the subject of these verbs by asking the question –“who is doing that action”. 

3. Ignore the middle men after the main subject, a phrase or clause that normally starts with a preposition such as “of”, “in”, “with” etc.

4. You can temporarily ignore the portion in the parentheses. 
5. Bring the subject and verb next to next to see whether they tally in number, gender and person 
6. The relative pronouns such as “which”, “who”, “what”, that, etc will always stand for the noun preceding it. If there is no noun before the relative pronoun, then the relative pronoun has to find its noun which is logically befitting. 
7. In GMAT, the non-underlined portion is taken to be always correct and then underlined portion has to be corrected to tally with that. 

8. In the case of reversed sentences, where the verb is most likely to precede the subject, reset the sentence in the classical form and match the subject verb. 
Example:   Reversed form: Out of America's fascination with all things antique have grown a market for bygone styles of furniture and fixtures that are bringing back the chaise lounge, the overstuffed sofa, and the claw-footed bathtub.

Classical form:  A market for bygone styles of furniture and fixtures that are bringing back the chaise lounge, the overstuffed sofa, and the claw-footed bathtub have grown out of America's fascination with all things antique
In the following practice session, some portions that are not essential are highlighted in color in the first few examples.  Obscure them temporarily and practice to see if subjects and verbs tally. 
1. According to scientists at the University of California, the pattern of changes that have occurred in human DNA over the millennia indicate the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor who lived in Africa sometime between 140,000 and 280,000 years ago.

2.  After suffering $2 billion in losses and 25,000 layoffs, the nation’s semiconductor industry, which makes chips that run everything from computers and spy satellites to dishwashers, appears to have made a long-awaited recovery.

3. Although the bite of brown recluse spiders are rarely fatal, they cause chronic flesh wounds, posing the greatest danger to the infant and elderly, who are particularly vulnerable to its poison.

4.  Among the emotions on display in the negotiating room were anger for        repeatedly raising the issue over and over again and preventing the raw wounds from earlier battles from ever beginning to heal.

5. As the etched lines on computer memory chips have become thinner and the chips’ circuits more complex, both the power of the chips and the electronic devices they drive have vastly increased.

6. Chronic low-level leaking, along with the routine discharge of drilling mud and mineral salts, are what make offshore oil drilling environmentally risky.

7. Developing nations in various parts of the world have amassed $700 billion in debts; at stake, should a significant number of these debts be repudiated, is the solvency of some of the world’s largest multinational banks.

8. During the first nine months of 1979, textbook publishers incurred substantial costs for creating products that, due to a decline in public funding for instructional material, never were sold.

9. Efforts to equalize the funds available to school districts, a major goal of education reformers and many states in the 1970’s, has not significantly reduced the gaps existing between the richest and poorest districts

10. Green anole lizards, familiar to schoolchildren as chameleons, have recently become familiar to biologists as an excellent animal for laboratory studies of the interaction between stimuli with hormones

11. If additional deposits of oil are found, it will expand the amount that can be used as fuel and reduce the price of oil, even if the deposits are not immediately tapped

12. In 1980, for the first time, the number of foreigners touring the United States were in excess of the number of Americans going abroad.

13. In England the well-dressed gentleman of the eighteenth century protected their clothing while having their wig powdered by poking their head through a device that resembled the socks 

14. Inflation in medical costs slowed in 1986 for the fifth consecutive year but were still about 50 percent greater than the rate of price increases for other items included in the consumer price index.

15. Founded by the Iranian prophet and reformer Zoroaster in the sixth century B.C., Zoroastrianism, containing both monotheistic and dualistic features, were influencing the three other major Western religions.

16. Most Corporations pay at least twice as much to full-time employees, if the value of benefits, sick days, and paid vacation days are included in earnings, than to part-time employees, whose hourly wages are often higher than those of their full-time colleagues.

17. New techniques in thermal-scanning photography, a process that records radiation from surface areas, makes it possible to study the effects of calefaction, or warming, of a river in greater detail than ever before.

18. Not all employment selection mechanisms that have a “disparate effect,” that is, that screens out a percentage of minorities or women disproportionate to their presence in the relevant labor market are unlawful.

19. The influence of modern European architecture and construction are more apparent nowhere in Prakta than in their government buildings.

20.One of four babies are now born to mothers aged thirty years or more, compared with just one of six born in 1975.

21. Psychologists now contend that the way adults think and feel are determined as much by their peers in early childhood than by their parents.

22. Recent essays by Garrison Keillor, the humorist and host of the public radio show, A Prairie Home Companion, describes what might happen if Huns, Goths, and Visigoths were to invade Chicago.

23. Scientific interest in providing suitable habitats for bottom-dwelling animals such as river clams arise not because they are important sources of human food but because of their  role as an integral link in the aquatic food chain.

24. The Audubon Society and other conservation groups, concerned over what they have perceived to be the serious threatening of the environment as posed by the policies of the government, is preparing for a major political effort.

25. The bank acknowledged that it will continue to experience difficulties as it attempts to deal with the precipitous fall of the dollar against the yen and the dislocations reflected in the stock market decline.

26. The endurance and consistency of baseball star Lou Gehrig, known as “The Iron Horse,” is legendary.

27. The growing demand for housing, longer commuting trips and vexing   traffic congestion has all but eliminated the cost advantage of owning a house in many rural communities

28. The lack of complete historical records from the mid-to-late 1800’s have made some Black inventions difficult to trace to their originators.

29. The pattern of whisker spot on the face of a male lion, like human fingerprints, are a lifelong means of identification, since they are both unique and unchanging.

30. The prospect of a new wave of automobile imports have  prompted domestic manufacturers to reduce staff, close plants, and offering buyers financial incentives so they stay competitive.

31. The rise in the Commerce Department’s index of leading economic indicators suggest that the economy should continue its expansion into the coming months, but that the diverse performance of the index’s individual components indicate that economic growth will proceed at a more moderate pace than in the first quarter of this year.

32. The themes that Rita Dove explores in her poetry is universal, encompassing much of the human condition while occasionally deals with racial issues.

33.  Unprecedented increases in the prime lending rate this year has probably been brought about by business community’s uncertainty about the President’s position on the budget deficit.

34. There are more than forty newspapers published in the cities of Kerala, a state on the Malabar Coast, which signifies that Keralans are by far India’s most literate citizens.

35.Thomas Eakins’ powerful style and his choices of subject—the advances in modern surgery, the discipline of sport, the strains of individuals in tension with society or even with themselves—was as disturbing to his own time as it is compelling for ours.

36. Through the years, the exquisitely subtle flavors and superb richness of Kenyan coffee has attracted an international following of discerning consumers.

37. Two valence states of uranium, one with a deficit of four electrons and the other one with a deficit of six, occurs in nature and contributes to the diversity of uranium’s behavior.

38.  Neither First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt nor Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins sought recognition by the press, and both cautiously allowed others of the Roosevelt brain trust to take credit for the genesis of historic programs in public employment, relief, and social security that was in large measure what they had been responsible for.

39. The market for recycled commodities like aluminum and other metals remain strong despite economic changes in the recycling industry.

40. In Scotland, the number of wild salmons have been reduced because of uncontrolled deep sea and coastal netting, by pollution, and by various other threats to the fish’s habitat.

41. Most of the purported health benefits of tea comes from antioxidants—compounds also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C that inhibit the formation of plaque along the body’s blood vessels

42. Scientists have recently discovered that the ultrathin, layered construction of a butterfly’s wings, the same as the one making some butterflies shimmer via the phenomenon of iridescence, are enabling the insect to control how much heat energy is absorbed by its wings and how much is reflected away.

43. Although women’s wages are improving, Department of Labor statistics show that the ratio of their earnings with that of men have been roughly static since 1960.

44. A new generation of sophisticated copy machines, capable of unprecedented detail and accuracy, are prompting the development of more complex currency designs to prevent counterfeiting.

45. The sloth, which is a South American mammal related to armadillos and anteaters, live in tropical forests where they travel through the trees upside down.

46. The chairman of the board of directors have decided that this year’s profits will be used for research and development, rather than for a shareholder dividend.

47. A 32% wage hike, working four days a week, and above all a higher standard of factory safety is a demand that management must meet if it wishes to avoid a crippling strike. 

48. Although the losing party disapproved of every aspect of the opponent’s platform, they later conceded that there must be a basis for a cooperative government 

49. The number of students in public schools have grown steadily since the

mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, are at a record high.

50. The yield of natural gas from Norway’s Troll gas fields are expected to increase annually until the year 2005.

51. The milk secreted by the mammary glands of many mammals contains cannabinoids, substances that are known to stimulate certain receptors in the brain. 

52. In California, a lack of genetic variation in the Argentine ant has allowed the species to spread widely; due to their being so genetically similar to one another, the ants consider all their fellows to be a close relative and thus do not engage in the kind of fierce inter-colony struggles that limits the spread of this species in its native Argentina.

53. Navigators have known for thousands of years that the ocean has variable currents, but it is only in the last half century that a reasonably clear picture of the patterns and causes of ocean currents have emerged.

54. For similar cars and drivers, automobile insurance for collision damages have always cost more in  New York than in Los Angeles.
55. Repairing typical collision damages cost more in Greatport than in Fairmont.

56. The greatest growth in India’s economy in recent years have been in the IT related BPO sectors in which workers earn wages that are much higher than in old economy sectors.

57. The official remuneration together with the perks for Government teachers have always been too low to attract the best candidates to the job.

58. New items developed in the proposed automobile mode this year includes a safer air bag and an ergonomically designed driver’s seat.

59. The catalytic converter designed to reduce nitrogen dioxide emission in automobiles have not been as successful as anticipated. 

60. The idea that equipping homes with electrical appliances and other “modern” household technologies will eliminate drudgery, save labor time, and increase leisure for women who are full-time home workers remain largely on paper.

61. For many years, caffeine’s effect, which is stimulatory in nature, have been attributed to its inhibition of the production of an enzyme

62. A summary of both the crime reports of the FBI and the victimization reports of the CIA show that both are overly stated.

63. As vital as their igloos, which permit the inuits to live in reasonable comfort, and as ingenious, are their winter clothing, so perfect in design and material that the inuits are nearly impervious against any arctic weather.

64. The persistence of high military expenditures over the years have tended to draw people with commercial acumen to military projects. 

65. Many psychologists contend that the deliberate and even brutal aggression integral to some forms of competitive athletics increase the likelihood of imitative violence that erupts among crowds of spectators. 

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Now some tricky situations; in this type of contexts, there is a relative pronoun such as which, that, who, when and where etc. One general rule is that these relative pronouns mostly modify the noun that is touching or lying before it. But sometimes there are exceptions to this touch rule. It is logically possible for the pronoun to refer to a farther noun, if the word before is not a noun, or even if there is a noun, it won’t be the appropriate noun to be modified as per commonsense.  In that case, we have to go by the dictates of the context and arrive at the meaningful antecedence for the pronoun, Depending upon the nature and number of the actual modified noun, the subject - verb combine will be decided. 
1.  Biologists believe that they have found one of the substances that tell individual genes both when to become active and when to remain quiescent in the earliest phases of an embryo’s development; There are several substances that tell individual genes – Therefore, substance is the reel referent of the relative pronoun –that- . The assume plurality in this case and hence the verb is also plural – tell-   
2. Byron possessed powers of observation that would have made him a great anthropologist and that makes his letters as a group the rival of the best novels of the time
3. Powers of modification; here it is neither the powers nor the observation that can operate in isolations. Of observation is said to be an essential modifier of the noun powers, without which, the full meaning is not going to be explicit. So we have to reckon the power as the real subject and not observation. 

4. In the most common procedure for harvesting forage crops such as alfalfa, as much as  20 percent of the leaf and small-stem material, which is the most nutritious of all the parts of the plant, shattered and fell to the ground.
5. The auto industry has experienced one of its most significant trends in the last 50 years, which is the migration of motorists from passenger cars to minivans, sport utility vehicles, and pickups.

6. A study by the Ocean Wildlife Campaign urges states to undertake a number of remedies to reverse a decline in the shark population, which includes the establishment of size limits for shark catches, closing state waters for shark fishing during pupping season, and requiring commercial fishers to have federal shark permits.

7. A South American bird that forages for winged termites and other small insects while swinging upside down from the foliage of tall trees, the graveteiro belongs to the ovenbird family, a group of New World tropical birds that includes more than 230 species and that are represented in virtually every kind of habitat.

8. Emily Dickinson’s letters to Susan Huntington Dickinson, which were written over a period beginning a few years before Susan’s marriage to Emily’s brother and ending shortly before Emily’s death in 1886, outnumber

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

When *either-or”, “neither – nor” “not only- but also” are used, the subject closest to the verb decides the verb form.

Either Tom or I go to the court 

Either I or Tom goes to the court

Either we or Tom goes to the court

Either Tom or we go to the court. 

Neither Tom nor Dick goes to the court 

Neither Tom and Dick nor Harry goes to the court

Neither Harry nor Tom and Dick go to the court.

Not only Tom but also Dick and Harry go to the court

Not only Dick and Harry but also Tom goes to the court. 

All the above are correct choices  
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

When the definite article “the” appears before the impersonal pronoun “one”, the verb in the subordinate clause will be singular.  However if the definite article “the” is not there, then the subordinate clause may take plural verb.



Tom is the one of the students who has achieved centum in Maths
Tom is one of the students who have achieved centum in Maths. 

When two nouns are joined by the conjunction “and”, the nouns become compound and plural. 
Jack and Jill roll down the hill 

Tom and Jerry make merry 

When a noun is followed by words or phrases such as - with, of, together with, in addition to, along with, and as well as -, the number of the subject does not change. In such cases, the verb is decided by the subject that precedes such expressions. If the main subject is singular, the verb is singular and if the number of the subject is plural, the verb will also be plural
 
Tom goes to court

Tom and Dick go to court
Tom with Dick goes to court
Tom along with Dick goes to court
Tom together with Dick goes to court
Tom in addition to Dick goes to court
Tom as well as Dick goes to court 
 

An amount of money or measurement of time or distance is taken as singular nouns, though plural words may involve. 
 
Fifty rupees is too small an amount for the auto drivers.
Three hours is too much of time to travel between Delhi and Chennai by air
42 kilometers and 195 meters is the running distance of the marathon race    

However, when the rupees are used to mean themselves, a plural verb is used.
Rupees are used as currency in India
In sentences that begin with “there is” or “there are”, (there is not the subject) the verb normally is in front of the true subject and is therefore its form is decided by the nature of the subject.
 
There is a hole in my bucket
There are large mountains in the Himalayan range
There are a brother and a sister in my class.   

“A number of “something is always plural. “The number of” something is always singular
 
A number of films are due for release this month.
The number of films to be released this month is ten  
Some collective nouns are always singular 
The army is leaderless

The team is playing below its standard. 

However, some collective nouns sometimes can be either singular or plural 

The police are searching for the fugitive vigorously
The staff are demanding a rise. 

Mass nouns such as water, milk, individual gas, and abstract nouns are always considered non- countable and singular. 
Industrial water contains lots of effluents

Oxygen is thin on the mountains

My anger knows no bounds

Hunger is the basic problem of third world countries
Proper names of countries, sciences are singular
The Unites States is a big country.

Statistics is a tough science

Measles is a deadly disease

Economics is a complicated science
P.S: This is just an overview and a threshold; those who want to add to it may do so at will. 
Prepared by daagh 
