PRONOUN USAGE —MYTHS & FACTS

Before delving into the article, let us look at sosentences and test our knowledge of proi
usage.

a. The UV radiation emitted by the Sun is carcimwgend hazardous in ozc-free area:

b. The UV radiation emitted ke Sun is highly dangerous because it has a ver
wavelength.

c. A solar flare emitted by the Sun can destrogramunication satellite because scient
estimated that its temperature is high enough ¢elacate further damay

In terms of pronounisage, which of the above sentence(s) do you thiake incorrect
Read on for the answers.



COMMON CONFUSION

Students usually falter with the usage of prondeesause of some existing myths regartc
pronouns. Through the next four articles irs series, we will present four such myths and kt
them down once and for all. After reading theselag, you'll have a much better understanc
of correct pronoun usage and be able to identibypun errors

THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE

Before we gmn to talk about myths, let me reinforce the unded principle behind pronou
usage.

‘A pronoun should have only one Logical Antecedent’.

This is the only principle behind proun usage. For instance, there can be multiple nioua
sentence. But if the pronoun in the sentence ltlgioafers to only one noun, that is, if only o
noun makes sense when the pronoun is replacedihytlitat case we have only one logi
antecednt for the pronoun. Such a sentence remains lbgsmund because despite |
presence of multiple nouns, the logical meaningpisveyed by replacing the pronoun with o
one particular noun. If in a sentence that hasiplelhouns a pronoun can teplaced by mor
than one noun and the sentence gives logical mgdyill such replacements, then
certainly have pronoun ambiguity. In such a caseptionoun seems to have more than
logical antecedent.

PROBLEM SOLVING

With this point in mindlet us now revisit the sentences in the abovecese

a. The UV radiation emitted by the Sun is carcimig@nd hazardous in ozc-free area:
There isn’t any pronoun used in this sentence bhadéntence is corre

b. The UV radiation emitteldy the Sun is highly dangerous because it hasyaloer
wavelength.
There are three nouns in this sentence. “UV ramhti‘Sun” and “wavelength

Now keeping our above mentioned principle in mietius see which one among these thre
be a logical antecedent.

i. Is “UV radiation” a logical antecedent of theopoun “it” in this sentenct

In other words, does the statement “UV radiation &aery low wavelength” make sense in
context?



Yes. It does. It is perfectly logical to talk abdié waelength of radiation. The sentence *“l
radiation has a very low wavelength and so the bifted by the Sun is highly dangerot
makes sense in this context. S8/ radiation” is a logical antecedent of the prond‘it”.

ii. Is “Sun” a logical antecedeof the pronoun “it” in this sentenc

Again, ask yourself the followin

Does the statement “Sun has a very low wavelengtKe sense in this conte

No. The statement isn’t logical. The sentence “Basa very low wavelength” doesn’t me
sense at all. SGun” isn’t a logical antecedent of the pronouri.

iii. Is “wavelength” a logical antecedent of the@poun “it” in this sentence? To answer t
guestion, ask yourself the followin

Does the statement “wavelength has a very low veagth” makesense in this contex

No. It doesn't. It isn’t logical at all. S‘'wavelength” isn’t a logical antecedent of the pvan
“it” .

The UV radiation emitted by the Sun is highly dangerous because it has a
very low wavelength.

Sowe have only one logical antecedent of the prorfdaim this sentence. So this sentenct
correct.

c. A solar flare emitted by the Sun can destrogramunication satellite because scient
estimated that its temperature is high enough ¢elacat further damage.

There are four possible antecedents in this seatdi®y are “solar flare”, “Sun
“‘communication satellite” and “temperatur

Now following a similar approach as in the previexampli

i. Does the statement “Solar flare’s tempele is high enough to accelerate further damage
communication satellite” make sense in this cor?

Yes. It is perfectly logical. SGolar flare” is a logical antecedent of the prondii”.

ii. Does the statement “Sun’s temperature is higbugh tc accelerate further damage t
communication satellite” make sense in this cor?
Yes! ThereforéSun” is a logical antecedent of the pronoun.

iii. Does the statement “Communication Satellitesperature is high enough to accele
further damge to a communication satellite” make sense indbrgext’

Yes. A satellite might have high temperature. kslmake sense. “Communication satellite
Is a logical antecedent of the pronoun.

iv. Does the statement “Temperature’s temperaghigh enough to accelerate further dam
to a communication satellite” make sense in thigext”



NO! It is not at all logical to say so. Theref(‘temperature” is not a logical antecedent of
pronoun “it”.

=1 wf{rJ flare emicted by fh{’ "Tml Cinl destroy a commnunica tion mfu‘ﬂ!{’ {Jtmuw ’
scfentists estimated Hmr_ﬁ temperature is high enough to aceelerate further
demuoge T e

The pronoun “it” in this sentence has more thanlogial antecedent. So there is pron:
ambiguity in this sentence.

In the above examples, wherever a pronoun is wgedepliced the pronoun with the possil
antecedents and checked if the sentences made

If no antecedents make sense, we say there igimal@ntecedent to the prono

If more than one antecedent makes sense, we daéhe is pronoun ambiguity ihe sentenci

IN THE CONTEXT OF GMAT

Pronoun errors are quite often tested on GMAT aNtA& continues to confuse students w
these errors. Furthermore pronoun errors are nde@sministic as SV errors or Modifier err
are. Therefore, pronounrer should be used as a last reason to reject tawnaghoice, only afte
all other deterministic errors have been usederptiocess of elimination. Such scenarios ari
quite a few difficult questions on the GM/

DEBUNKING MYTHS ABOUT PRONOUNS

So now we will look at some of the myths studentgehi@egarding the usage of pronouns
will debunk them. Given below in the table are sahthe most common myths surround
pronoun usage and the actual facts associatediveth



Tentative

Date of
Publishing
A pronoun can refer only toe  Long Distance Relationships can 20d Oct
the nearest noun work! (Between antecedents and
pronouns @)

A pronoun in a clause cannot Love {between antecedent and 4th Oct
refer to a noun in another pronoun) knows no boundaries!
clause
Antecedent of a pronoun Prepositional Phrases are not 7% Oct
cannot lie in a prepositional  black holes! Antecedents can
phrase come out of them!!
Antecedent should always At times the best need not appear 9th Oct
appear before the respective  first!
pronoun.

Keep an eye on this thread to read in detail attm#e myths and the facts associated with |
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