1. A large number of drivers routinely violate highway speed limits. Since driving at speeds that exceed posted limits is a significant factor in most accidents, installing devices in all cars that prevent those cars from traveling faster than the speed limit would prevent most accidents. 
　　 
Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A) A person need not be a trained mechanic to install the device properly. 
B) Most accidents are caused by inexperienced drivers. 
C) A driver seldom needs to exceed the speed limit to avoid an accident when none of the other drivers involved are violating the speed limit. 
D) Most drivers who exceed the speed limit do so unintentionally. 
E) Even if the fines for speed-limit violations were increased, the number of such violations would still not be reduced.
*********************************************************************
2. Singing in the Rain Umbrella Corp. plans to institute a marketing campaign in which it sells  umbrellas at the exits of subway stations during rainy weather. The umbrellas will be sold at a price that is slightly higher than normal. The company thinks the sales of these higher - priced umbrellas will be greater than normal sales of umbrellas, because the purchasers of these umbrellas will be forced to buy them if they do not want to get wet.

The author assumes which of the following about the purchasers of the umbrellas in predicting the sales of the umbrellas?

A) Customers who do not feel immediate pressure to purchase will not do so.
B) Normally priced umbrellas are not profitable for singing in the Rain Umbrellas Corp.
C) Very few people buy Singing in the Rain’s normally priced umbrellas.
D) Singing in the Rain Umbrellas Corp. will have to stop selling normally priced umbrellas when it starts selling higher priced umbrellas.
E) Most potential customers of Singing in the Rain’s higher priced umbrellas will not have acquired an umbrella previously.
*********************************************************************
In an effort to reduce the amount of fat and the number of calories that they consume, many citizens of the United States are making significant changes in their diets. For them staying in shape and looking fit now take precedence over eating foods that are filling and that taste good. It is likely that if they maintain these new priorities with consistent regard for other health issues, the length and quality of their lives will increase significantly.

Which one of the following is an assumption upon which the argument is based?

A) Eating foods that are filling and tastes good is inconsistent with staying in shape and looking fit.
B) Controlling the quality of one’s life requires more than mere dietary adjustments.
C) A combination of diet and exercise is necessary if one wishes to stay in shape and look fit.
D) Many citizens of the United States have only recently discovered the importance of diet to living a longer, healthier life.
E) Staying in shape and looking good are current goals for most citizens of the United States
*********************************************************************
4. A mail order company recently had a big jump in clothing sales after hiring a copywriter and a graphic artist to give its clothing catalog a magazinelike format designed to appeal to a more upscale clientele. The company is now planning to launch a housewares catalog using the same concept.

The company’s plan assumes that:

A) Other housewares catalogs with magazinelike formats do not already exist.
B) An upscale clientele would be interested in a housewares catalog.
C) The same copywriter & graphic artist could be employed for both the clothing & housewares catalogs.
D) A magazinelike format requires a copywriter and a graphic artist.
E) Customers to whom the old clothing catalog appealed would continue to make purchases from catalogs with the new format.
*********************************************************************
5. A large number of drivers routinely violate highway speed limits. Since driving at speeds that exceed posted limits is a significant factor in most accidents, installing devices in all cars that prevent those cars from traveling faster than the speed limit would prevent most accidents.
　　 
Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

A) A person need not be a trained mechanic to install the device properly. 
B) Most accidents are caused by inexperienced drivers. 
C) A driver seldom needs to exceed the speed limit to avoid an accident when none of the other drivers involved are violating the speed limit. 
D) Most drivers who exceed the speed limit do so unintentionally. 
E) Even if the fines for speed-limit violations were increased, the number of such violations would still not be reduced.
*********************************************************************
6. In the United States, landowners are effectively insured against natural disasters because the government subsidizes all land repairs by providing emergency relief after natural disasters. This “subsidy” is a partial cause for the high percentage of houses built on disaster-prone lands because it gives owners no financial incentive to research whether the land on which they build their houses is secure against disaster, argues an actuary. If owners were more selective, then potential house sites would need to be safe before being developed.

The actuary's argument makes which of the following assumptions?

A) Natural disasters are most costly when they strike large houses built close together.
B) A large percentage of landowners own several different lands across states.
C) The most careful site selection tends to be by owners building the more expensive houses.
D) The difference in the relief amounts paid to owners by different states has no major effect on site selection.
E) Potential builders can know which lands are secure against disaster.
*********************************************************************
7. “ on the whole,” Ms. Dennis remarked, “ engineering students are lazier now than they used to be. I know because fewer and fewer of my students regularly do the work they are assigned.

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

a. Engineering students are working less because, in a booming market, they are spending more and more time investigating different job opportunities.
b. Whether or not students do the work they are assigned is a good indication of how lazy they are.
c. Engineering students should work harder than students in less demanding fields.
d. Ms. Dennis’ students are doing less work because Ms. Dennis is not as effective a teacher as she once was.
e. Laziness is something most people do not outgrow.
*********************************************************************
8. Unlike other forms of narrative art , a play, to be successful, must give pleasure to its immediate audience by reflecting the concerns and values of that audience. A novel can achieve success over months or even years, but a play must be a hit or perish, Successful drama of the Restoration period, therefore, in a good index to the typical tastes and attitudes of its time.

The author of the above passage assumes that:

A) Plays written for restoration audiences do not appeal to modern audiences.
B) Plays are superior to novels as a form of narrative art
C) Restoration audiences were representative of the whole population of their time
D) Playgoers and novel readers are typically distinct and exclusive groups.
E) Restoration drama achieved popular success at the expense of critical success.
*********************************************************************
9. There are few things worse for a new parent than listening to a baby scream in hunger while a bottle of formula slowly warms up in a bowl of hot water. So why not just pop the bottle in the microwave and zap it in 20 seconds? Because microwaves heat fluids unevenly, and a hot pocket in the formula could seriously injure the baby.

Which of the following is presupposed in the argument against heating formula in the microwave?

A. Babies generally refuse to eat formula that has been heated in a microwave.
B. Microwave radiation might break down some of the proteins in formula that are vital to a baby’s health.
C. Different microwaves use different amounts of power, and consequently some models could heat a bottle to scalding temperature faster than others.
D. Parents cannot be expected to consistently even out the temperature of a microwaved bottle by shaking it vigorously before giving it to the baby.
E. Once formula has been heated, any leftover formula should be discarded, because otherwise the formula could spoil between feedings and make the baby sick.
*********************************************************************
10. As dietitian for this 300-person school, I am concerned about the sudden shortage of beef. It seems that we will have to begin to serve fish as our main source of protein. Even though beef costs more per pound than fish, I except that the price I pay for protein will rise if I continue to serve the same amount of protein using fish as I did with beef.

The speaker makes which of the following assumptions?

A. fish is more expensive per pound than beef
B. students will soon be paying more for their meals
C. cattle ranchers make greater profit than fishermen
D. per measure of protein, fish is more expensive than beef
E. cattle are more costly to raise than fish.
*********************************************************************
11. Plant geneticists continue to modify and refine the DNA of agricultural products, altering genes that affect the abundance and taste of the crop. Eventually, the entire genome of every major food crop will be subject to such manipulation. Once these scientists have mastered the DNA of all major food crops, no obstacles to abundant, delicious vegetables and grains will remain.

The argument to the left is based on which of the following assumptions?
A. All obstacles to agricultural production are susceptible to genetic remedies.
B. Obstacles to the agricultural production are susceptible only to genetic remedies.
C. There is already a visible change in produce size at supermarkets, attributable to genetic manipulation of crops.
D. Produce taste tests should be conducted to compare genetically modified produce & natural produce.
E. Consumers have grown increasingly skeptical of the merits of genetically modified produce.
*********************************************************************
12. Some geologists argue that if oil is as common in unsampled areas of the world as it is in those already sampled, our current estimate of reserves that exist underground must be multiplied by a factor of 10,000. From this we can conclude that we can meet the oil needs of the entire world for at least five centuries, even assuming that future consumption grows at an accelerating rate.

To reach the stated conclusion, the author must assume which of the following? 

A) It is possible to recover the oil contained in unexplored areas of the world
B) The consumption rate for oil will not grow rapidly 
C) Oil will remain an important energy source for at least 500 years 
D) The world will achieve and maintain zero population growth 
E) New technology will make oil discovery and drilling more feasible than ever before
*********************************************************************
13. When storing Renaissance oil paintings, museums conform to standards that call for careful control of the surrounding temperature and humidity, with variations confined within narrow margins. Maintaining this environment is very costly, and recent research shows that even old oil paint is unaffected by wide fluctuations in temperature and humidity. Therefore, museums could relax their standards and save money without endangering their Renaissance oil paintings.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. Renaissance paintings were created in conditions involving far greater fluctuations in temperature and humidity than those permitted by current standards.
B. Under the current standards that museums use when storing Renaissance oil paintings, those paintings do not deteriorate at all.
C. Museum collections typically do not contain items that are more likely to be vulnerable to fluctuations in temperature and humidity than Renaissance oil paintings.
D. None of the materials in Renaissance oil paintings other than the paint are vulnerable enough to relatively wide fluctuations in temperature and humidity to cause damage to the paintings.
E. Most Renaissance oil paintings are stored in museums located in regions near the regions where the paintings were created.
*********************************************************************
14. A psychobiologist recently discovered that gorillas that have weakened immune systems tend to be more antisocial than do gorillas with normal or high immune system activity. She concluded from this that the immune system, at least in gorillas, protects against antisocial behavior as well as against diseases of the body.

The psychobiologist's conclusion depends on which of the following assumptions?

A) High immune system activity protects against antisocial behavior in gorillas better than normal immune system activity does.
B) Antisocial behavior in gorillas is similar to physical diseases in the way it affects body systems.
C) Gorillas with high immune system activity cannot develop antisocial behavior.
D) Antisocial behavior does not cause gorillas immune system activity to decrease.
E) Behavioral training to cure antisocial behavior is not as effective as pharmacological treatment.
*********************************************************************
15. When news periodicals begin forecasting a recession, people tend to spend less money on discretionary purchases. Therefore, the perceived threat of recession decreases the willingness of people to purchase products that they regard as optional or luxury goods.

The argument above assumes that _

A) there are more luxury goods available after a recession is forecast
B) recently, the threat of recession has been increasingly publicized as news periodicals have grown more pervasive
C) most people do not regularly read news periodicals
D) people's perception of the threat of recession increases when news periodicals begin forecasting a recession
E) the people who spent the most money before a recession was forecast were among those who curtailed their spending after the recession became apparent
*********************************************************************
16. Rhizobium bacteria living in the roots of bean plants or other legumes produce fixed nitrogen  which is one of the essential plant nutrients & which for non-legume crops, such as wheat normally  must be supplied by applications of nitrogen-based fertilizer. So if biotechnology succeeds in  producing wheat strains whose roots will play host to Rhizobium bacteria, the need for artificial fertilizers will be reduced.

The argument above makes which one of the following assumptions?

A) Biotechnology should be directed toward producing plants that do not require artificial fertilizer.
B) Fixed nitrogen is currently the only soil nutrient that must be supplied by artificial fertilizer for growing wheat crops.
C) There are no naturally occurring strains of wheat or other grasses that have Rhizobium bacteria living in their roots.
D) Legumes are currently the only crops that produce their own supply of fixed nitrogen.
E) Rhizobium bacteria living in the roots of wheat would produce fixed nitrogen.
*********************************************************************
17. In a recent poll, 71% of respondents reported that they cast votes in the most recent national election. Voting records show, however, that only 60% of eligible voters actually voted in that election.

Which of the following pieces of evidence, if true, would provide the best explanation for the apparent discrepancy?

A. The margin of error for the survey was plus or minus five three percentage points.
B. Fifteen percent of the survey's respondents were living overseas at the time of the election.
C. Prior research has shown that that people who actually do vote are also more likely to respond to polls than those who do not vote.
D. Many people who intend to vote are prevented from doing so by last-minute conflicts on election day or other complications.
E. Some people confused the national election with other recent elections when responding to the  poll.
*********************************************************************
18. Book Review: When I read a novel set in a city I know well, I must see that the writer knows the city as well as I do if I am to take that writer seriously. If the writer is faking I know immediately and do not trust the writer. When a novelist demonstrates the required knowledge, I trust the story teller, so I trust the tale. This trust increases my enjoyment of a good novel. Peter Lee's second novel is set in San Francisco, in this novel, as in his first, Lee passes my test with flying colours.

Which one of the following can be properly inferred from the passage?

A) The book reviewer enjoys virtually any novel written by a novelist whom she trusts.
B) If the book reviewer trusts the novelist as a storyteller, the novel in question must be set in a city the book reviewer knows well.
C) Peter Lee's first novel was set in San Francisco.
D) The book reviewer does not trust any novel set in a city that she does not know well.
E) The book reviewer does not believe that she knows San Francisco better than Peter Lee does.
*********************************************************************
19. A politician wrote the following: "I realize there are some short-comings to the questionnaire method. However, since I send a copy of the questionnaire to every home in the district, I believe the  results are quite representative...I think the numbers received are so large that it is quite accurate  even though the survey is not done scientifically."

The writer of the above statement makes which of the following assumptions:

A) Most people who received the questionnaire have replied. 
B) Most people in the district live in homes.
C) The questionnaire method of data collection is unscientific.
D) The large number of replies means that a high proportion of those sampled have replied.
E) A large, absolute number of replies is synonymous with accuracy.
*********************************************************************
20. Surveys consistently show that the best-selling ice cream flavor is vanilla, although those
who prefer chocolate rarely order vanilla. Vanilla-flavored candy, then, probably sells better
than chocolate-flavored candy. 

Which of the following is an assumption upon which the author of the argument relies?

A) Because someone prefers vanilla ice cream does not mean he prefers vanilla-flavored candy.
b) Children who prefer vanilla ice cream also tend to like chocolate candy.
c) Those who prefer neither vanilla nor chocolate ice cream also prefer other flavors of candy.
d) Someone who prefers vanilla ice cream may still order chocolate on occasion.
e) Preferences for certain ice cream flavors are similar to preferences for candy flavors.
*********************************************************************
21. Country Z's National Health-Care Program(NHCP) provides free health care to all citizens. In the last five years, NHCP has received increase funds, both in absolute terms and as a percent of country Z's gross national product. Yet the standard of health care in the country Z has decreased. Meanwhile, the standard of health care in other industrialized countries has increased. Clearly, over the past five years, NHCP must have become an overgrown and wasteful bureaucracy.

The conclusion reached i the passage depends on which of the following assumption?

A) NHCP should not have received increased funds during the past five years.
B) In the last five years, the need for health care among country Z's citizens did not increase to beyond the amount of health care that could have been provided by a proper expenditure of the increased funding.
C) NHCP was suspected of wasteful money management five years ago, but no action was taken to improve NHCP's money management procedures.
D) The standard of health care in country Z five years go was good related to the standards of health care in other industrialized countries at that time.
E) Most other industrialized countries have free national health care programs similar to NHCP.
*********************************************************************
22. Resident of the apartment complex are considering two possible plans for collecting recyclable trashes.

Plan I: Residents will deposit recyclable trash i municipal dumpsters located in the parking lot. The trash will be collected on the first and the fifteenth days of each month.

Plan II: Residents will be given individual containers for recyclable trash. The containers will be placed at curb twice a week for trash collection.

Which of the following points raised at a meeting of the residents, if valid, would most favor one of the recycling plans over the other?

A) Residents will be required to exercise care in separating recyclable trash from non-recyclable trash
B) For trash recycling to be successful, residents must separate recyclable bottles and cans from recyclable paper products.
C) Penalties will be levied against residents who fail to sort their trash correctly.
D) Individual recycling containers will need to be made of a strong and durable material.
E) Recyclable trash that is allowed to accumulate for two weeks will attract rodents.
*********************************************************************
23. Although it is sometimes claimed that consuming caffeine at high levels does not cause insomnia, statistical evidence shows that it does. Study after study has found that people with high levels of caffeine consumption from beverages such as coffee, tea, and soft drinks are far more likely to suffer from insomnia than people who consume little or no caffeine.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. Consumption of caffeine from sources other than coffee, tea, and soft drinks is unlikely to cause insomnia.
B. Caffeine consumption is the only commonly occurring cause of insomnia.
C. People suffering from insomnia do not typically respond to their lack of sleep by consuming much more caffeine than they would if they did not suffer from insomnia.
D. The only evidence available to show whether caffeine causes insomnia is statistical evidence showing correlations between caffeine consumption and insomnia.
E. Anyone who regularly consumes caffeine in more than moderate quantities will suffer from insomnia.
*********************************************************************
24. The imported sparkling water charges higher than its domestic carbonated counterpart. Neither consumers nor their guests will taste the difference, but if people would be embarrassed if it were learned that they were serving a domestic sparkling water, then serve it in a leaded crystal decanter.

The argument above rests on which of the following assumptions?

1) Although there is no difference in taste, sparkling waters taste better when they are decanted.
2) Import duties that are passed on to consumers do not artificially deflate the price of imported waters.
3) Domestic water is not carbonated to make it more sparkling.
4) Some people may purchase an imported sparkling water over a domestic one as a status symbol.
5) Only carbonation is added to make most sparkling waters active.
*********************************************************************
25. Journalist: Workers at Facsum Inc. have threatened to strike if management does not meet their demands for an immediate 5% pay raise and a paid lunch break. Further, workers are insisting that the company rehire 12 employees who were laid off for complaining about substandard wages and working conditions. It is well-known that Facsum reported that negative profits in 3 of its previous 4 quarterly earnings reports. We believe a strike is inevitable. 

Identify an assumption required by the journalist’s argument 

A) The workers would likely be willing to compromise with respect to the paid lunch break. 
B) Facsum is unwilling to negotiate with the workers. 
C) The majority of the losses were due to a significant decline in profit margins. 
D) The 12 laid-off employees were not laid off for any performance-related reasons. 
E) Facsum likely does not have sufficient cash flow or cash reserves to support increased expenses.
*********************************************************************
26. In the United States in 1986, the average rate of violent crime in states with strict gun-control laws was 645 crimes per 100,000 persons—about 50 percent higher than the average rate in the eleven states where strict gun-control laws have never been passed. Thus one way to reduce violent crime is to repeal strict gun control laws.

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the argument above?

(A) The annual rate of violent crime in states with strict gun-control laws has decreased since the passage of those laws.
(B) In states with strict gun-control laws, few individuals are prosecuted for violating such laws.
(C) In states without strict gun-control laws, many individuals have had no formal training in the use of firearms.
(D) The annual rate of nonviolent crime is lower in states with strict gun-control laws than in states without such laws.
(E) Less than half of the individuals who reside in states without strict gun-control laws own a gun.
*********************************************************************
27. We, the Town Councilmen, encourage the use of hemp shopping bags instead of plastic bags to limit non-biodegradable garbage, we propose to ban the sale of any plastic bags for which there are hempen substitutes. The Council’s experts have argued that hempen bags are healthier for the environment, because most hemp varieties are completely biodegradable.

Which of the following, if true, suggests that the plan to ban sale of plastic bags is ill-suited to the Town Councilmen’s goal of improving the environment?

A)Though biodegradable plastic bags are also available, the members of the Town Council believe biodegradable hempen bags are environmentally friendlier.
B)A hemp mill in which most of the population of the town is employed plans to increase the production of biodegradable hempen bags.
C)After other cities ordered similar measures against sale of plastic bags, the environmental improvements were not discernible for the first several years.
D)Since most of population of the town prefer plastic bags to hempen bags for many uses, it is probable many will buy them in neighboring towns where plastic bags are available for sale
E)Products other than hemp pulp often go into the making of bags of hemp that are totally biodegradable.
*********************************************************************
28. Michael: Marriage is increasingly a dying institution. Today, over 95% of Americans know someone who is divorced.

Jason: Your statistic doesn't mean that much. With up to 50% of marriages ending in divorce, nearly everyone in America either will be divorced or will know someone who is divorced in their lifetime

Which of the following assumptions is necessary to Jason’s argument?

A. There will always be some marriages that end in divorce.
B. The divorce rate has not become significantly higher in recent years, compared to the past.
C. Approximately 25% of Americans will be divorced at some point in their lives.
D. Michael’s statistics are, in fact, accurate.
E. Once someone has been divorced the first time, it becomes more likely that he or she will have a second divorce.
*********************************************************************
29. Many youngsters between the ages of 15-30 are suffering from limited attention span. A recent study has shown that 80% of these youngsters who have this disorder are interrupted by, the ringing or beeping of their mobile phones, once every in ten minutes. In all likelihood Robert, aged 24, has the limited attention span disorder because he attends to his mobile once every five minutes.

A) Fails to consider that there might be other causes for youngsters developing limited attention span disorder.
B) Does not take into account the probability that Robert might be among the 20% of the people who are not interrupted by their mobile phones once every 15 minutes.
C) Uses a coincidence to establish a causal relationship between two unrelated variables.
D) It assumes the converse of the relationship it established by the study to be true.
E) Takes a very myopic view of limited attention span.
*********************************************************************
30. There are Congressmen who say that the development of a space based missile defense system will provide economic benefits only to military contractors. This claim is not true. A space based missile defense system, even if it has no current applications for civilian businesses, will still benefit civilian businesses because those businesses will be able to find profitable uses for the government developed technology in the future.

Which of the following statements, if true, provides the most support for the argument that a space based missile defense system could provide future economic benefits for civilian businesses?

A. Several new materials developed for the Apollo space program were later adapted to provide basic components of the modern computer and electronics industries.
B. The missile defense system in question will not require the development of any new technologies.
C. Space based missile defense programs may be the only way to defend civilian populations against preemptive nuclear attacks.
D. Space based missile defense programs, although more expensive than traditional land based systems, are theoretically more effective than traditional land based systems.
E. The scientists employed on the project could make extraordinary advances in the capabilities of intercontinental ballistic missiles used by the army.
*********************************************************************
31. The commissioner of a professional sports league dictated that teams could not put players on the field who had a greater than 20 percent chance of suffering a career ending spinal injury during competition. The commissioner justified this decision as a way to protect players from injury while protecting the league from lawsuits.

Which of the following, if true, would most undermine the effectiveness of the commissioner’s new policy?

A. Spinal injuries can result in paralysis, loss of fine motor skills, and even death.
B. The previous year, more than seven players in the league suffered career ending spinal injuries.
C. The players’ union agrees that the risk of injury is an inevitable part of playing the game at a professional level.
D. There is no scientifically valid method for determining the likelihood of any player suffering a career ending spinal injury at any given time.
E. Players barred from playing because of this new regulation will be entitled to compensation for lost wages at a level determined by the commissioner’s office.
*********************************************************************
32. Editorial: “Spam,” or unsolicited commercial email, exists only because a significant number of people buy the advertised products. A response by just one recipient out of every thousand receiving a spam message makes spam profitable enough to encourage certain businesses to send more. But any benefits the few respondents receive from the purchased products are surely outweighed by the nuisance that spam creates for the vast number of uninterested recipients. Therefore, it is socially irresponsible to buy anything advertised through spam.

Which of the following, if assumed, would enable the conclusion of the editorial’s argument to be properly drawn?

A. Doing anything that encourages a person or organization to act in a way that creates a nuisance for many more people than it benefits is socially irresponsible.
B. Any socially irresponsible action creates a nuisance for at least some other people.
C. At least some socially irresponsible actions create a nuisance for a vast number of people while  benefiting few if any people.
D. It is socially irresponsible for a business to send spam to a vast number of uninterested recipients  in order to reach only a few interested recipients.
E. When deciding whether to purchase an advertised product, one should consider whether the benefits one will receive from the product outweigh the nuisance the advertising creates for other people.
*********************************************************************
33. For years, Tyrannia has supplied itself with enough beans and lard by keeping demand below average. However, consumption of lard per capita is increasing toward average as Tyrannia’s income per capita is increasing toward average, and producing one pound of lard requires multiple pounds of beans. Therefore, if income per capita keeps increasing while bean production cannot grow, Tyrannia will need to import beans, lard, or both.
Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?
A) There will be no sizeable decrease in Tyrannia’s aggregate land allocated to growing beans.
B) Since the shootings stopped and incomes grew, Tyrannia’s population has stayed practically unchanged.
C) In Tyrannia, consumption of lard per capita is practically equal across all income levels.
D) The price of neither lard nor beans is subject to controls by Tyrannia’s government.
E) Tyrannian people who increase consumption of lard will not drastically reduce consumption of beans.
*********************************************************************
34. St.John's is the best school in the city because one or more of its students have always got  selected to the national math olympiad team in the past ten years.

Which of the following is an underlying assumption of the argument above?

A. If a student of a school doesn't get selected to the national math olympiad team, then that school cannot be considered good
B. At least one of the students of the best school in a city is highly talented in math.
C. Selection to the national math olympiad team is extremely difficult
D. Selection of students of a school to the national math olympiad team can be a good indicator of the quality of that school.
E. Most of the brightest students do not compete for a place in the national math olympiad team
*********************************************************************
35. A reduction in the number of people filing new claims for state unemployment benefits is one of  the first signs that a nationwide recession is coming to an end. Usually such a reduction indicates  that companies are not dismissing as many people, a sure sign of economic recovery. The number  of people collecting state unemployment benefits has dropped considerably over the last three  months, so the recession is coming to an end.

Which of the following is assumed in the passage above?

A. A majority of the number of people who became eligible to file unemployment benefits from the state in the past three months chose to do so.
B. The drop in the number of people collecting unemployment benefits from the state cannot be traced to a reduction in the number of people being dismissed from minimum wage jobs.
C. A substantial number of people who had been collecting unemployment benefits have been rehired by their former employers during the last three months.
D. A substantial number of people have not in the last three months moved from one state where they have collected unemployment benefits to another state where they continue to receive jobless benefits.
E. The reduction in the number of people collecting unemployment benefits from the state is not because of an increase in the number of people whose benefits came to an end.
*********************************************************************
36. The Daisygen Company genetically engineers flowers which are then sent to retailers in locations around the world. By splicing a rose with a species of onion they managed to create a flower that looks like the classic, and still very popular, red rose, but that takes much longer to wilt. A longer expiration period presents an important advantage to international flower importers and to individual consumers. Clearly, sales of the Daisygen rose will outnumber those of the original rose species.

Which of the following is an assumption underlying the conclusion?

a)The genes which were spliced into the rose are not also responsible for the onion's tearing effect.
b)Consumers are interested in a flower that will last longer.
c)Plastic flowers have not affected the import and export of natural flowers.
d)Although extremely popular, the original rose was not the highest selling flower species of all.
e)A longer expiration period will allow importers more time for delivery of the Daisygen roses.
*********************************************************************
37. Jonathan: Have you heard about this new proposed development project? They want to build a 950-unit apartment complex along the waterfront. That means that over 1,000 additional vehicles will be passing through the main downtown intersection each day, which will increase fumes and congestion to unacceptable levels.

Daria: Is that really such a large increase? When I'm sitting at the downtown coffee shop, I see at least 50 vehicles go through that intersection every time the light changes. Assuming the light changes every three minutes, that's 1,000 vehicles passing through every hour.

Daria's argument relies on the assumption that

(A) changes in the traffic light patterns could mitigate the effect of the development
(B) the traffic at the time of day Daria sits at the coffee shop represents a typical level
(C) residents of apartment complexes usually own at least one car per apartment
(D) Jonathan's understanding of the impact of fumes and congestion on the quality of life downtown is reasonably accurate
(E) large numbers are useful talking points for political opponents of development because 
they are easily misinterpreted
*********************************************************************
38. In order to ensure a successful vote on the issue of abortion rights, the government is pressurizing the leaders of the state political party to replace several delegates to the national convention. The governor is insisting that certain individuals with a history of voting in favor of abortion rights be replaced with new delegates who have voted against abortion rights in the past.

The governor's action demonstrates that he is making which of the following assumptions?

a)Voting on abortion issues is an important part of the national political agenda.
b)The current delegates will probably not share the Governor's views on such issues as the national budget or federal spending limits.
c)The proposed new delegates will continue to vote on abortion issues in the same way that they have voted in the past.
d)The national delegation will not have an opportunity to vote on any issues other than abortion rights.
e)He wants fresh delegates to represent the national convention.
*********************************************************************
39. During the past 20 years, computer scientists focused increasingly on starting and running successful businesses. However, since businesses must be profitable, computer scientists must focus on developing products that generate profit. Consequently, computer science has lost its creative aspect
.
Which of the following assumptions is most necessary in order for the conclusion above to be drawn from the argument above?

A) All computer programs must lack creativity in order to be well received. 
B) Some computer scientists entirely disregarded creativity and chose instead to pursue profit. 
C) A program cannot be both creative and profitable. 
D) Computer scientists are obsessed with the profitability of their work. 
E) Non-profit institutions use large amounts of software.
*********************************************************************
40. Economic considerations color every aspect of international dealings, and nations are just like individuals in that the lender sets the terms of its dealings with the borrower. That is why a nation that owes money to another nation cannot be world leader.

The reasoning in the passage assumes which one of the following?

A) A nation that does not lend to any other nation cannot be a world leader.
B) A nation that can set the terms of its dealings with other nations is certain to be a world leader.
C) A nation that has the terms of its dealings with another action set by that nation cannot be a world leader.
D) A nation that is a world leader can borrow from another nation as long as that other nation does not set the terms of the dealings between the two nations.
E) A nation that has no dealings with any other nation cannot be world leader.
*********************************************************************
41. The legislature of the Philippines voted recently to abolish the death penalty. In contrast, the death penalty remains legal in the United States. The difference in the legality of capital punishment demonstrates that the majority of American citizens believe in the death penalty, while the majority of Filipino citizens do not.

 Which of the following is an assumption upon which the above argument depends?

a) There are more murders per year in the United States than in the Philippines.
b) The legal status of capital punishment in the United States and the Philippines aligns with how the majority of citizens in those respective countries view the death penalty.
c) There are not strong voices opposing the death penalty in the United States.
d) Most American citizens who believe in the death penalty think that it acts as a deterrent for potential criminals, while most Filipino citizens do not.
e) The legal standard used to determine whether a criminal should be sentenced to the death penalty in the United States is similar to the legal standard used in the Philippines before capital punishment was abolished there.
*********************************************************************
42. Parent: The city education department is unable to distinguish between annoyances and important problems. For instance, prohibiting students from having cell phones is an overreaction. If a student uses one and thus interferes with instruction, confiscate it. All in all, we need educational leadership that can solve problems, not create them.

 Which of the following is an assumption made by the parent?

a) Students having cell phones does not constitute an important problem for the city schools.
b) Students have no need for cell phones in school.
c) Faculty and staff should be allowed to possess cell phones.
d) Students need to have cell phones because some of them have no stay-at-home parent.
e) An interest in solving problems is the most important attribute of an educational leader.
*********************************************************************
43. Because most hospitals suffer a chronic undersupply of physicians, patients must sometimes wait hours in the emergency room to see a doctor. Nurses should therefore perform initial examinations in hospital emergency rooms to determine which patients merit immediate treatment and which can wait until the emergency physicians have more time to see them.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument above is based?
A) Hospitals should expand their medical staffs.
b) Physicians cannot be trained to perform initial examinations themselves.
c) Emergency rooms will run more smoothly if initial examinations are performed.
d) Hospitals are always fully staffed with nurses.
e) Nurses are competent to judge the severity of patients’ conditions.
*********************************************************************
44. Although only 2 percent of drivers on Lalaland’s highways drove sports cars, 25 percent of all vehicles ticketed for drunk driving in the past 90 days were sports cars. Clearly, sports car drivers on Lalaland highways are more likely to drive drunk than are drivers of other kinds of vehicles.

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

A. Drivers on Lalaland highways drive drunk more often than do drivers on highways not covered in the report. 
B. Many of the vehicles ticketed for drunk driving were ticketed more than once during the time period
 covered by the report. 
C. Drivers who are ticketed for drunk driving are more likely to drive drunk regularly than are drivers who are not ticketed. 
D. The number of drivers ticketed for drunk driving was greater than the number of sportscars. 
E. Drivers of sports cars are less likely to be ticketed for drunk driving than are drivers of other kinds of cars.
*********************************************************************
45. Scientist: Understanding public policy is as much a part of being a good and effective citizen as voting is. Currently, important public policy issues that are grounded in science often get reframed in, for example, economic terms, for most adults have trouble grasping scientific concepts. Greater familiarity with science is necessary for these adults because having it would enable them to finally understand the policies that affect their lives. 

The scientist’s argument above makes which of the following assumptions?

A. Adults who are familiar with science take different positions on public policy issues than do adults who are not familiar with science.
B. Not using other terms to reframe public policy issues grounded in science will improve citizens’ understanding of those issues.
C. To be a good and effective citizen, an adult must be able to understand basic concepts in both science and economics.
D. When public policy issues grounded in science are reframed in other terms, those reframed versions do not provide adults with a true understanding of those issues.
E. Most adults understand economic concepts better than they do scientific concepts.
*********************************************************************
46. In a certain wildlife park, park rangers are able to track the movements of many rhinoceroses because those animals wear radio collars. When, as often happens, a collar slips off, it is put back on. Putting a collar on a rhinoceros involves immobilizing the animal by shooting it with a tranquilizer dart. Female rhinoceroses that have been frequently recollared have significantly lower fertility rates than uncollared females. Probably, therefore, some substance in the tranquilizer inhibits fertility. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. The dose of tranquilizer delivered by a tranquilizer dart is large enough to give the rangers putting collars on rhinoceroses a generous margin of safety.
B. The fertility rate of uncollared female rhinoceroses in the park has been increasing in the past few decades.
C. Any stress that female rhinoceroses may suffer as a result of being immobilized and handled has little or no negative effect on their fertility.
D. The male rhinoceroses in the wildlife park do net lose their collars as often as the park’s female rhinoceroses do.
E. The tranquilizer used in immobilizing rhinoceroses is the same as the tranquilizer used in working with other large mammals.
*********************************************************************
47. With a record number of new companies starting up in Derderia and with previously established companies adding many jobs, a record number of new jobs were created last year in the Derderian economy. This year, previously established companies will not be adding as many new jobs overall as such companies added last year. Therefore, unless a record number of companies start up this year, Derderia will not break its record for new jobs created.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument relies?

a) Each year, new companies starting up create more new jobs overall than do previously established companies.
b) Companies established last year will not add a greater number of jobs overall this year than they did last year.
c) This year, the new companies starting up will not provide substantially more jobs per company than did new companies last year.
d) This year, the overall number of jobs created by previously established companies will be less than the overall number of jobs lost at those companies.
e) The number of jobs created in the Derderian economy last year was substantially larger than the number of jobs lost last year.
*********************************************************************
48. 55% of small businesses that have tried an internet-based coupon promotion service are dissatisfied with the service; 45% of small businesses are not paying attention to the paltry revenue it generates. So if your small business has tried this coupon promotion service, you’re either dissatisfied or not paying attention.

Which of the following is an assumption on which this argument depends?

a) You own a small business.
b) If you own a small business, then you’ve tried this coupon promotion service.
c) No small businesses that have tried the internet-based coupon promotion service are both dissatisfied with the service and not paying attention to the revenue it generates.
d) The dissatisfied businesses are dissatisfied because of the lack of revenue.
e) No small business that requires a coupon promotion service is viable.
*********************************************************************
49. Cheetah Sweet, a popular energy drink, has recently released a line of zero calorie energy drinks for athletes who seek flavor and hydration without sugar. But Cheetah Sweet’s zero calorie drinks contain a number of chemicals known to have a deleterious effect on the body, so clearly these athletes would be better served by consuming regular Cheetah Sweet instead.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A) The chemicals affect anyone who drinks Cheetah Sweet’s zero calorie line.
B) Cheetah Sweet’s zero calorie line cannot be altered to remove the chemicals.
C)Regular Cheetah Sweet is at least as tasty as Cheetah Sweet’s zero calorie line.
D) Sugar does not have a more deleterious effect on the body than the chemicals in question.
E) Cheetah Sweet has no plans to discontinue its regular line.
*********************************************************************
50. The perceived value of goods and services, rather than just their price, is becoming an increasingly prominent factor in the purchase decisions of modern consumers, a new report has indicated. Thus it can be concluded that consumers will be increasingly willing to spend extra on goods and services that are high-quality and durable. 

For the above statements to be true, which of the following must be true? 

A) The price of a product plays no role in the making of purchase decisions by modern consumers.
B) There is a positive relation between the quality of a product and its durability.
C) The modern consumer is not likely to allow the quality of a product to determine his purchase decision.
D) The ideal way for manufacturers to charge more for their products is to increase the perceived value of their products in the minds of the modern consumer.
E) The durability of a product is in some way related to its perceived value in the minds of modern consumers.
*********************************************************************
51. Graduates of medical schools are interested in practical work as practicing physicians. However, research laboratories mainly deal with theoretical work, and therefore, they are reluctant to hire personnel who are not interested in research. Consequently, research laboratories rarely hire graduates of medical schools.

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

A)Graduates of medical schools are interested in working for research laboratories.
B)The only people not interested in research work are those who are interested in practical work.
C)Most employees of research laboratories are not graduates of medical schools.
D)Research laboratories would hire graduates of medical schools if such graduates were interested in research work.
E)Few medical school graduates who are interested in practical work are also interested in research.
*********************************************************************
52. The program to control the entry of illegal drugs into the country was a failure in 1987. If the program had been successful, the wholesale price of most illegal drugs would not have dropped substantially in 1987.

The argument in the passage depends on which of the following assumptions?

A) The supply of illegal drugs dropped substantially in 1987.
B) The price paid for most illegal drugs by the average consumer did not drop substantially in 1987.
C) Domestic production of illegal drugs increased at a higher rate than did the entry of such drugs into the country.
D) The wholesale price of a few illegal drugs increased substantially in 1987.
E) A drop in demand for most illegal drugs in 1987 was not the sole cause of the drop in their wholesale price.
*********************************************************************
According to the new office smoking regulations, only employees who have enclosed office may smoke at their desks. Virtually all employees with enclosed offices are at the professional level, and virtually all secretarial employees lack enclosed offices. Therefore, secretaries who smoke should be offered enclosed offices.

Which of the following is an assumption that enables the conclusion above to be properly drawn?

A) Employees at the professional level who do not smoke should keep their enclosed offices.
B) Employees with enclosed offices should not smoke at their desks, even though the new regulations permit them to do so.
C) Employees at the secretarial level should be allowed to smoke at their desks, even if they do not have enclosed offices.
D) The smoking regulations should allow all employees who smoke an equal opportunity to do so, regardless of an employee’s job level.
E) The smoking regulations should provide equal protection from any hazards associated with smoking to all employees who do not smoke.
*********************************************************************
53. According to the new office smoking regulations, only employees who have enclosed office may smoke at their desks. Virtually all employees with enclosed offices are at the professional level, and virtually all secretarial employees lack enclosed offices. Therefore, secretaries who smoke should be offered enclosed offices.

Which of the following is an assumption that enables the conclusion above to be properly drawn?

A) Employees at the professional level who do not smoke should keep their enclosed offices.
B) Employees with enclosed offices should not smoke at their desks, even though the new regulations permit them to do so.
C) Employees at the secretarial level should be allowed to smoke at their desks, even if they do not have enclosed offices.
D) The smoking regulations should allow all employees who smoke an equal opportunity to do so, regardless of an employee’s job level.
E) The smoking regulations should provide equal protection from any hazards associated with smoking to all employees who do not smoke.
*********************************************************************
54. Bonuses at DSR Industries cannot be awarded unless profits exceed a ten percent return on stock- holders’ investments in the company. Higher profits mean higher bonuses. Therefore, bonuses in a year of general economic recession will be considerably lower than bonuses in a year of peak profits at DSR.

The conclusion above depends on the assumption that

A) the firm will have relatively low profits in recession years
B) the amount represented by a ten percent return on stockholders’ investments in the company will increase from year to year
C) profits rarely exceed a ten percent return on stockholders’ investments in the company
D) profits in excess of a ten percent return on stockholders’ investments in the company are all distributed in the form of bonuses
E) bonuses at DSR never drop to zero
*********************************************************************
55. The current pattern of human consumption of resources, in which we rely on nonrenewable resources, for example metal ore, must eventually change. Since there is only so much metal ore available, ultimately we must either do without or turn to renewable resources to take its place.

Which one of the following is an assumption required by the argument?

A) There are renewable resource replacements for all of the nonrenewable resources currently being consumed.
B) We cannot indefinitely replace exhausted nonrenewable resources with other nonrenewable resources.
C) A renewable resource cannot be exhausted by human consumption.
D) Consumption of nonrenewable resources will not continue to increase in the future.
E) Ultimately we cannot do without nonrenewable resources.
*********************************************************************
56. In humans, ingested protein is broken down into amino acids, all of which must compete to enter the brain. Subsequent ingestion of sugars leads to the production of insulin, a hormone that breaks down the sugars and also rids the bloodstream of residual amino acids, except for tryptophan, Tryptophan then slips into the brain uncontested and is transformed into the chemical serotonin, increasing the brain's serotonin level. Thus sugars can play a major role in mood elevation, helping one to feel relaxed and anxiety-free.

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A) Elevation of mood and freedom from anxiety require increasing the level of serotonin the brain.
B) Failure to consume foods rich in sugars results in anxiety and a lowering of mood.
C) Serotonin can be produced naturally only if tryptophan is presented in the bloodstream.
D) Increasing the level of serotonin in the brain promotes relaxation and freedom from anxiety.
E) The consumption of protein-rich foods results in anxiety and a lowering of mood.
*********************************************************************
57. In the past the country of Siduria has relied heavily on imported oil. Siduria recently implemented a program to convert heating systems from oil to natural gas. Siduria already produces more natural gas each year than it burns, and oil production in Sidurian oil fields is increasing at a steady pace. If these trends in fuel production and usage continue, therefore, Sidurian reliance on foreign sources for fuel should decline soon.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. In Siduria the rate of fuel consumption is rising no more quickly than the rate of fuel production.
B. Domestic production of natural gas is rising faster than is domestic production of oil in Siduria.
C. No fuel other than natural gas is expected to be used as a replacement for oil in Siduria.
D. Buildings cannot be heated by solar energy rather than by oil or natural gas.
E. All new homes that are being built will have natural-gas-burning heating systems.
*********************************************************************
58. Since the new publisher took control, a news magazine’s covers have featured only models and movie stars. Previously, the covers had displayed only politicians, soldiers, and business leaders. A leading gossip columnist claimed that the changes made the magazine relevant again. However, many newspaper editorials disagreed and suggested that the new publisher is more interested in boosting sales than in reporting important news events. 

Which of the following is an assumption necessary for the argument made by the gossip columnist’s opponents?

A) The charitable activities of models and movie stars often focus public attention on pressing problems.
b) Final authority for choosing the cover subject of the magazine lies with the publisher.
c) A magazine can boost sales while highlighting the coverage of important world leaders.
d) Some of the movie stars featured are now running for political office.
e) Magazine issues with models or movie stars on the covers are purchased at a rate more than
three times greater than is the case with issues featuring politicians on the covers. 
*********************************************************************
59. Often considered a branch of folklore studies, cryptzoology is the study of hidden or mythological animals such as the Yeti or the unicorn. However, cryptzoologists use methods more akin to the field of zoology to seek evidence to existence of such creatures, rather than study the legends formed around the creatures in human societies. Therefore, cryptozoology should not be classified as a branch of folklore studies.
The above conclusion is properly drawn if which of the following is assumed?
A) Unequivocal proof of the existence of the Yeti and the unicorn has been found.
B) Cryptzoology is studied in prestigious universities all over the world.
C) Folklorists investigate the legends themselves rather than try to prove them to be real.
D) Some cryptzoologists are acclaimed anthropologists and folklorists.
E) Folklorists often shy away from fieldwork.
*********************************************************************
60. The new vehicle inspection program is needed to protect the quality of the state’s air, for us and for our children. Auto exhausts are a leading contributor to coughing, wheezing, choking, and pollution. The state’s long-term interests in the health of its citizens and in this area as a place to live, work, and conduct business depend on clean air.  

Which of the following is an unstated assumption made by the author?

A. Working and conducting business may be different activities.
B. The Minister believes that Indian companies are looking for business expansion. The state has been interested in the health of its citizens even before this inspection program was proposed.
C. Exhaust emissions contribute to pollution.
D. The new inspection program will be effective.
E. Our ancestors did not suffer from air pollution.
*********************************************************************
61. If only the people using a carpool and only small cars with single passengers were allowed to use the roads that remain over crowded throughout the day, it would greatly reduce the congestion on these roads. This will also reduce the accident rates.

Which of the following has been assumed by the above passage?

a) Using small cars would be more convenient for people.
b) As yet, not many people use a carpool.
c) A reduction in traffic would lead to people driving at a higher speed.
d) All the roads remain overcrowded.
e) The roads are not built to cope with high traffic.
*********************************************************************
62. Almost all microbe species live together in dense, interdependent communities, supporting the environment for each other, and regulating the population balances for their different species through a complex system of chemical signals. For this reason, it is currently impossible to cultivate any one such species in isolation. Thus, microbiologists lack complete knowledge of most microbe species.

Which one of the following, if assumed, enables the argument's conclusion to be properly drawn?
A) It is currently impossible for microbiologists to reproduce the complex system of chemical signals with which microbe communities regulate the population balances for their different species.
B) If it is currently impossible to reproduce the environmental supports and chemical signals in dense, interdependent communities of microbe species, then it is also impossible to cultivate any microbe species from such a community in isolation.
C) No microbiologist can have complete knowledge of any species of organism unless that microbiologist can cultivate that species in isolation.
D) At least some microbiologists lack complete knowledge of any microbe species that live together in dense, interdependent communities.
E) No microbe species that normally lives together with other microbe species in dense, interdependent communities can survive outside such a community
*********************************************************************
63. In addition to the labor and materials used to make wine, the reputation of the vineyard where the grapes originate plays a role in determining the price of the finished wine. Therefore, an expensive wine is not always a good wine.

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A) The price of a bottle of wine should be a reflection of the wine's quality.
B) Price is never an accurate indication of the quality of a bottle of wine.
C) The reputation of a vineyard does not always indicate the quality of its wines.
D) The reputation of a vineyard generally plays a greater role than the quality of its grapes in determining its wines' prices.
E) Wines produced by lesser-known vineyards generally are priced to reflect accurately the wines' quality.
*********************************************************************
64. Photography is no longer an art form. Nowadays everyone has access to digital cameras that only need to be pointed at the subject in order to generate a perfect image.

The writer of the argument apparently assumes that 

A. the selection of the subject is not an important artistic factor in photography 
B. digital cameras will continue to improve in quality 
C. digital cameras can never go wrong 
D. photography with all other types of camera is an art form 
E. art is not perfect
*********************************************************************
65. The program to control the entry of illegal drugs into the country was a failure in 1987. If the program had been successful, the wholesale price of most illegal drugs would not have dropped substantially in 1987.

The argument in the passage depends on which of the following assumptions?

A) The supply of illegal drugs dropped substantially in 1987.
B) The price paid for most illegal drugs by the average consumer didn't drop substantially in 1987.
C) Domestic production of illegal drugs increased at a higher rate than did the entry of such drugs into the country.
D) The wholesale price of a few illegal drugs increased substantially in 1987.
E) A drop in demand for most illegal drugs in 1987 was not the sole cause of the drop in their wholesale price.
*********************************************************************
66. State university's physics department requires that all tenured professors be "deliverable-oriented" in other words, focused on the creation and publication of new technical research that would add to the reputation of the university. Professor Hawking, however, is known for his unorthodox methods of teaching and popularity among undergraduate students. Therefore, Professor Hawking is in direct violation of State University policy and shouldn't be considered a candidate for department chair. 

The argument assumes that ... 

a) unusual teaching styles and student popularity do not add to the reputation of the university. 
b) Because of lack of unity among faculty, University discourages unorthodox style of teaching.
c) A professor can be popular without focus on technical research.
d) It is unlikely that a person who uses unorthodox methods of teaching could be focused on technical research. 
e) Undergraduate students cannot judge the quality of teaching....
*********************************************************************
67. Barnes: The two newest employees at this company have salaries that are too high for the simple tasks normally assigned to new employees and duties that are too complex for inexperienced workers. Hence, the salaries and the complexity of the duties of these two newest employees should be reduced. 

Which one of the following is an assumption on which Barnes’s argument depends? 

A) The duties of the two newest employees are not less complex than any others in the company. 
B) It is because of the complex duties assigned that the two newest employees are being paid more than is usually paid to newly hired employees. 
C) The two newest employees are not experienced at their occupations. 
D) Barnes was not hired at a higher-than-average starting salary. 
E) The salaries of the two newest employees are no higher than the salaries that other companies pay for workers with a similar level of experience.
*********************************************************************
68. Historian: Leibniz, the seventeenth-century philosopher, published his version of calculus before Newton did. But then Newton revealed his private notebooks, which showed he had been using these ideas for atleast a decade before Leibniz's publication. Newton also claimed that he had disclosed these ideas to Leibniz in a letter shortly before Leibniz's publication. Yet close examination of the letter shows that Newton's few cryptic remarks did not reveal anything important about calculus. Thus, Leibniz and Newton each indepedently discovered calculus. 

Which one of the following is an assumption required by the historian's argument? 

A) Leibniz did not tell anyone about calculus prior to publishing his version of it.
B) No third person independendly discovered calculus prior to Newton and Leibniz 
C) Newton believed that Leibniz was able to learn something important about calculus from his letter to him.
D) Neither Newton nor Leibniz knew that the other had developed a version of calculus prior to Leibniz's publication.
E) Neither Newton nor Leibniz learned crucial details about calculus from some third source.
*********************************************************************
69. Advertisement: Last year, Factorial Mutual Fund continued its strong record of investment performance. Investors who included Factorial Fund in their portfolios realized an average capital gain of 15% across all of their investment assets, nearly double the market return. Therefore, investors interested in high returns should consider adding Factorial Mutual Fund to their portfolios. 

The claim in the advertisement above is based on which of the following assumptions?

a) Factorial Fund is one of the oldest and largest mutual funds in the investment industry.
b)A substantial part of the 15% portfolio appreciation was attributable to the returns of Factorial Fund and this level of fund’s performance is likely to persist in the future.
c) Last year, Factorial Fund outperformed all other funds with similar style and investment objectives.
d) The Fund is suitable to all investors.
e) The fees charged by Factorial Fund are among the lowest in the investment industry.
*********************************************************************
70. In an extensive study of the reading habits of magazine subscribers, it was found that an average of between four and five people actually read each copy of the most popular weekly news magazine. On this basis, we estimate that the 12.000 copies of Poets and Poetry that are sold each month are actually read by 48.000 to 60.000 people.

The estimate above assumes that

A. individual magazine readers generally enjoy more than one type of magazine
B. most of the readers of Poets and Poetry subscribe to the magazine
C. the ratio of readers to copies is the same for Poets and Poetry as for the weekly new magazine
D. the number of readers of the weekly news magazine is similar to the number of readers of Poets and Poetry
E. most readers enjoy sharing copies of their favorite magazines with friends and family members.
*********************************************************************
71. Arguments to restrict immigration on the grounds that immigrants will take domestic jobs ignore the fact that immigrants, once employed, will earn and spend money on goods and services, creating new jobs that will more than make up for the old ones they took.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

A) The immigrants will not send most of the money that they earn back to their hometowns.
B) Studies show that large scale inflow of immigrants invariably leads to an increase in the incidence of crime in that city.
C) The immigrants will not subsequently get their families to also join them in the new city.
D) Immigrants generally tend to save most of the money that they earn.
E) Opponents of immigration are not opposed to immigration for reasons other than loss of jobs.
*********************************************************************
72. Since Mayor Drabble always repays her political debts as soon as possible, she will almost certainly appoint Lee to be the new head of the arts commission. Lee has wanted that job for a long time, and Drabble owes Lee a lot for his support in the last election.

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. Mayor Drabble has no political debt that is both of longer standing than the one she owes to Lee and could as suitably be repaid by an appointment to be the new head of the arts commission.
B. There is no one to whom Mayor Drabble owes a greater political debt for support in the last election than the political debt she owes to Lee.
C. Lee is the only person to whom Mayor Drabble owes a political debt who would be willing to accept an appointment from her as the new head of the arts commission.
D. Whether Lee is qualified to head the arts commission is irrelevant to Mayor Drabble’s decision
E. The only way that Mayor Drabble can adequately repay her political debt to Lee is by appointing him to head the arts commission.
*********************************************************************
73. In the years since the city of London imposed strict air-pollution regulations on local industry, the number of bird species seen in and around London has increased dramatically. Similar air-pollution rules should be imposed in other major cities.

Each of the following is an assumption made in the argument above EXCEPT:

A) In most major cities, air-pollution problems are caused almost entirely by local industry.
B) Air-pollution regulations on industry have a significant impact on the quality of the air.
C) The air-pollution problems of other major cities are basically similar to those once suffered by London.
D) An increase in the number of bird species in and around a city is desirable.========
E) The increased sightings of bird species in and around London reflect an actual increase in the number of species in the area.
*********************************************************************
74. For-profit Social Organizations serve far fewer citizens whom they serve than either public or private non-profit ones. At the same time, relative to non-profit Social Organizations, for-profit Social Organizations draw a disproportionate share of federal and state financial aid, such as food grants and guaranteed loans, for the people they serve. It must be, then, that for-profit Social Organizations cater to a greater proportion of financially disadvantaged citizens than do non-profit Social Organizations. 

The conclusion above depends on which of the following assumptions?

A) Public non-profit Social Organizations and private non-profit Social Organizations serve a similar proportion of financially disadvantaged citizens.
B) For-profit Social Organizations do not engage in fraudulent practices to obtain unneeded federal and state financial aid in order to in help the people they serve.
C) The number of citizens that get benefited from federal and state financial aid at for-profit Social Organizations is greater than the number of citizens that get benefited from federal and state financial aid at non-profit Social Organizations.
D) For-profit Social Organizations are of similar residential and educational quality as non-profit Social Organizations. 
E) The majority of citizens that are served at for-profit Social Organizations do not have a past criminal record or a bad credit history.
*********************************************************************
75. Even though there has been significant scientific debate for a long time on the misuse of fossil fuels, most scientists now agree that human activity is causing a rapid depletion of these resources. Though predictions vary, many fossil fuel experts believe that all the Earth’s fossil fuels will be consumed by the next century. Such an event would cause a global shut down of all the industries and equipments that use fossil fuels, disturbing habitat and resources for survival for billions of people. 

Which of the following is an assumption in support of the argument’s conclusion?

A) New technological developments in the next century will not create a substitute for fossil fuels.
B) Individuals will not become more aware of the steps they can take to reduce the use of fossil fuels.
C) Global shutdown of industries and equipments that use fossil fuels will similarly affect all parts of the Earth.
D) Some fossil fuel experts predict that the fossil fuels will be completely depleted even earlier than during the next century. 
E) Human activity is the sole cause of depleting fossil fuels.
*********************************************************************
76. Until 2002, when Laconia became part of the tariff union, Laconia only allowed sales of domestic dairy products. Soon after, annual local sales of dairy products manufactured by Laconian dairy companies began to decline steadily. Even though Laconian dairies did not reduce their marketing and distribution efforts, the 2005 domestic sales of those companies were half what they had been before 2002. This provides grounds to hypothesize that by 2005 foreign manufacturers had taken over about 50 percent of the Laconian dairy market.

The hypothesis above depends on which of the following assumptions? 

A)After their country joined the tariff union, Laconians did not drastically decrease their consumption of dairy products.
B)Between 2002 and 2005, several Laconian dairy manufacturers were forced out of business.
C)In general, after Laconia joined the tariff union the number of foreign companies distributing their goods and services in Laconia increased.
D)Between 2002 and 2005, foreign dairies increased their sales in Laconia each year.
E)The variety of dairy products available in Laconia increased after the country joined the tariff union.
*********************************************************************
77. No botanist lives long enough to study the complete life cycle of an individual California redwood tree. Nevertheless, by observing many trees at different stages, botanists can piece together the evolution of a single tree. Exactly the same principle applies in astronomy to the study of the life-story of globular clusters, huge spherical aggregations of about a million stars all swarming about each other.

Which of the following is an assumption made in the passage above?

A. The methods of scientists in one field generally carry over to other fields even if the subject matter is vastly different.
B. Obserations of the life cycle of a single individual have little value in scientific studies.
C. Globular clusters at different stages of development are accessible to astronomers for observation and study.
D. There are globular clusters that have not so far been detected by astronomers.
E. Redwoods and globular clusters must both be studied intensively now, while they still exist in sufficient number
*********************************************************************
78. A company’s personnel director surveyed employees about their satisfaction with the company’s system for awarding employee performance ratings. The survey data indicated that employees who received high ratings were very satisfied with the system. The personnel director concluded from these data that the company’s best-performing employees liked the system.

The personnel director’s conclusion assumes which of the following?

A) No other performance rating system is as good as the current system.
B) The company’s best-performing employees received high ratings.
C) Employees who received low ratings were dissatisfied with the system.
D) Employees who receive high ratings from a performance-rating system will like that system.
E) The company’s best-performing employees were motivated to perform well by the knowledge that they would receive performance ratings.
*********************************************************************
79. Biologists suspect that feathers are modified scales. Ancient reptiles developed feathers as a way to insulate their bodies from the cold and regulate their body temperatures. However, many of these early feathered reptiles were unable to fly. Thus, today’s flightless birds probably developed their feathers as a way to manage their body temperatures.

The argument above relies on which of the following assumptions?

A. A characteristic developed for a particular ability does not remain after that ability is lost.
B. Some animals that are able to fly lack feathers.
C. Feathered dinosaurs that were able to fly also used their feathers to regulate body temperature.
D. Today’s flightless birds are direct descendants of feathered reptiles.
E. Without the ability to regulate their body temperature, flightless birds will go extinct.
*********************************************************************
80. Some experts warn that global warming will reduce food production. Others are more hopeful, claiming that food production will change only minimally because there is little reason to expect altered rain distribution even with warmer temperatures. In the case of most crops, annual fluctuation in rainfall and increased use of agricultural technology mask the changes in yield that are due to temperature change. 

The claims of the more hopeful experts are based on which of the following assumptions?

A. Technology is so influential that regardless of climate, improved yields are likely. 
B. Climate changes cannot be predicted with accuracy. 
C. Temperature trends are more predictable than rainfall trends. 
D. The warming trend would be more damaging if accompanied by a change in rainfall patterns. 
E. Cooling trends threaten food production more than warming trends.
*********************************************************************
81. With a record number of new companies starting up in Derderia and with previously established companies adding many jobs, a record number of new jobs were created last year in the Derderian economy. This year, previously established companies will not be adding as many new jobs overall as such companies added last year. Therefore, unless a record number of companies start up this year, Derderia will not break its record for new jobs created.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument relies?

A) Each year, new companies starting up create more new jobs overall than do previously established companies.
B) Companies established last year will not add a greater number of jobs overall this year than they did last year.
C) This year, the new companies starting up will not provide substantially more jobs per company than did new companies last year.
D) This year, the overall number of jobs created by previously established companies will be less than the overall number of jobs lost at those companies.
E) The number of jobs created in the Derderian economy last year was substantially larger than the number of jobs lost last year. 
*********************************************************************
82. A medical research team in France recently discovered that people with a low risk of heart disease tend to also have low stress levels. The team concluded that a healthy cardiovascular system can protect people from the stress of modern life.

The research team's conclusion depends on which of the following? 

A Medical and pharmaceutical treatments of stress are more effective than psychological treatment. 
B People with high stress levels are more likely to have serious heart disease than are those who have low stress levels. 
C High stress levels do not increase one's chances of suffering from heart disease. 
D Other medical studies indicate that stress levels in citizens of industrialized countries have increased over the last thirty years, as the world becomes increasingly more complex and hectic. 
E People without heart disease also tend to have their blood pressure within an acceptable range.
*********************************************************************
83. "People Meters", new devices attached to a relatively small sample of TV sets to determine how many viewers watch programs, show smaller audiences for programs on the major television networks than did the previously used methods of telephone surveys and viewer diaries. Network officials argue that the lower number result from the fact that the people meters, which are located primarily in private homes, fail to take account of many young adults who regularly watch those programs in college dormitories and at military bases.

The network officials' argument depends on which of the following assumption?

A) People meters have been installed primarily on TV sets belonging to persons whose viewing habits were monitored in the past through telephone surveys and viewer dairies.
B) Those programs for which people meters have found smaller audiences than did the previously used sampling methods are watched almost entirely by young adults.
C) The previously used method of measuring TV audiences more adequately allowed for the viewers in college dormitories ad at military bases.
D) The households where people meters are located will have to be changed over time, as people drop out of the sample and others replace them.
E) As a group, young adults maintain an intense loyalty to the same few televised program.
*********************************************************************
84. The ancient Nubians inhabited an area in which typhus occurred, yet surprisingly few of their skeletons show the usual evidence of this disease. The skeletons do show deposits of tetracycline, an antibiotic produced by a bacterium common in Nubian soil. This bacterium can flourish on the dried grain used for making two staples of the Nubian diet, beer and bread. Thus, tetracycline in their food probably explains the low incidence of typhus among ancient Nubians. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument relies?

A. The tetracycline deposits did not form after the bodies were buried.
B. The diseases other than typhus to which the ancient Nubians were exposed would not be affected by tetracycline.
C. Typhus is generally fatal.
D. Tetracycline is not rendered ineffective as an antibiotic by exposure to the process involved in making bread and beer.
E. Bread and beer were the only foods eaten by the ancient Nubians which could have contained tetracycline.
********************************************************************
85. Psychiatrist: Take any visceral emotion you care to consider. There are always situations in which it is healthy to try to express that emotion. So, there are always situations in which it is healthy to try to express one’s anger. 

The conclusion of the argument follows logically if which one of the following is assumed?

a) Anger is always expressible.
b) Anger is a visceral emotion.
c) Some kinds of emotions are unhealthy to express.
d) All emotions that are healthy to express are visceral.
e) An emotion is visceral only if it is healthy to express.
*********************************************************************
86. Vague laws set vague limits on people’s freedom, which makes it impossible for them to know for certain whether their actions are legal. Thus, under vague laws people cannot feel secure. 

The conclusion follows logically if which one of the following is assumed?

a) People can feel secure only if they know for certain whether their actions are legal.
b) If people do not know for certain whether their actions are legal, then they might not feel  secure.
c) If people know for certain whether their actions are legal, they can feel secure.
d) People can feel secure if they are governed by laws that are not vague.
e) Only people who feel secure can know for certain whether their actions are legal.
*********************************************************************
87. In Western economies, more energy is used to operate buildings than to operate transportation. Much of the decline in energy consumption since the oil crisis of 1973 is due to more efficient use of energy in homes and offices. New building technologies, which make lighting, heating, and ventilation systems more efficient, have cut billions of dollars from energy bills in the West. Since energy savings from these efficiencies save several billion dollars per year today, we can conclude that 50 to 100 years from now they will save more than $200 billion per year (calculated in current dollars). 

On which one of the following assumptions does the argument rely?

a) Technology used to make buildings energy efficient will not become prohibitively expensive over the next century.
b) Another oil crisis will occur in the next 50 to 100 years.
c) Buildings will gradually become a less important consumer of energy than transportation.
d) Energy bills in the West will be $200 billion lower in the next 50 to 100 years.
e) Energy-efficient technologies based on new scientific principles will be introduced in the
next 50 to 100 years.
*********************************************************************
88. Half of the subjects in an experiment—the experimental group—consumed large quantities of a popular artificial sweetener. Afterward, this group showed lower cognitive abilities than did the other half of the subjects—the control group—who did not consume the sweetener. The detrimental effects were attributed to an amino acid that is one of the sweetener’s principal constituents.

Which of the following, if true, would best help explain how the sweetener might produce the observed effect?

A) The government’s analysis of the artificial sweetener determined that it was sold in relatively pure form.
B) A high level of the amino acid in the blood inhibits the synthesis of a substance required for normal brain functioning.
C) Because the sweetener is used primarily as a food additive, adverse reactions to it are rarely noticed by consumers.
D) The amino acid that is a constituent of the sweetener is also sold separately as a dietary supplement.
E) Subjects in the experiment did not know whether they were consuming the sweetener or a second, harmless substance.
*********************************************************************
89. One sure way you can tell how quickly a new idea, for example, the idea of "privatization" ,is taking hold among the population is to monitor how fast the word or words expressing that particular idea are passing into common usage. Professional opinions of whether or not words can indeed be said to have passed into common usage are available from dictionary editors, who are vitally concerned with this question.

The method described above for determining how quickly a new idea is taking hold relies on which one of the following assumptions?

A) Dictionary editors are not professionally interested in words that are only rarely used.
B) Dictionary editors have exact numerical criteria for telling when a word has passed into common usage.
C) For a new idea to take hold, dictionary editors have to include the relevant word or words in their dictionaries.
D) As a word passes into common usages, its meaning does not undergo any severe distortions in the process.
E) Words denoting new ideas tend to be used before the ideas denoted are understood.
*********************************************************************
90. In Argonia the average rate drivers pay for car accident insurance is regulated to allow insurance companies to make a reasonable profit. Under the regulations， the rate any individual driver pays never depends on the actual distance driven by that driver each year. Therefore， Argonians who drive less than average partially subsidize the insurance of those who drive more than average.
　　
The conclusion above would be properly drawn if it were also true that in Argonia
　　
A） the average accident insurance rate for all drivers rises whenever a substantial number of new drivers buy insurance
B） the average cost to insurance companies of insuring drivers who drive less than the annual average is less than the average cost of insuring drivers who drive more than the annual average
C） the lower the age of a driver， the higher the insurance rate paid by that driver
D） Insurance company profits would rise substantially if drivers were classified in terms of the actual number of miles they drive each year
E） Drivers who have caused insurance companies to pay costly claims generally pay insurance rates that are equal to or lower than those paid by other drivers
*********************************************************************
91. Sales of a new chocolate bar were considerably boosted recently by an advertisement that featured a classic rock song. The candy manufacturer's decision to also use classic rock songs in commercials for its older and more popular products, in the hopes of boosting profits, is NOT based on the assumption that ___________________. 

A. thanks to the new advertising strategy, all of the company's older products will sell at least as well as the new chocolate bar. 
B. sales of a particular product can be increased by a memorable or catchy advertisement campaign. 
C. use of classic rock songs will be more commercially effective than the advertising techniques currently used by the company for its older products 
D. the majority of customers who buy one kind of candy bar from the company will not stop buying other candy bars made by the same company. 
E. the licensing costs associated with using classic rock songs in commercials will be substantially offset by the increased profits resulting from those commercials.
*********************************************************************
92. extensive housing construction is underway in Pataska Forest the habitant of a large population of deer. Because deer feed at the edges of forests, there deer will be attracted to the spaces alongside  the new roads being cut through the Patska forest to serve the new residential areas. Consequently, once the housing is occupied, the annual number of the forest's deer hit by cars will be much higher than before construction started.

which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

a)the number of deer hit by commercial vehicles will not increase significantly when the housing is occupied.
b)Deer will be as attracted to the forest edge around new houses as to the forest edge alongside roads.
c)In years past, the annual number of deer that have been hit by cars on existing roads through Pataska Forest has been very low.
d)The development will leave sufficient forest to sustain a significant population of deer
e)No deer hunting will be allowed in Pataska forest when the housing is occupied
*********************************************************************
93. In the early 1960s, Myanmar was the richest country in Asia, but then it closed its economy to the outside world and is now the poorest country in the region. However, Myanmar is now opening up its economy to the outside world once again, and so will soon regain its former glory. Thus it makes sense for smart investors to invest in Myanmar.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

A) A closed economy will rapidly deplete the financial resources of a country 
B) The countries that dealt with Myanmar in 1962 will still be interested in dealing with it 
C) If Myanmar does not open up its economy to the outside world, it will continue to remain poor. 
D) The severe internal unrest that has continued in Myanmar for the last several years is not responsible for its current financial state. 
E) At least some smart investors are currently aware of Myanmar’s past glory
*********************************************************************
94. Because of vermin’s ability to adapt to pesticides, pesticides become ineffective after several years, and chemical companies have to develop new pesticides regularly. A new pesticide that proved highly effective against most species of vermin was developed recently with a unique chemical composition to which vermin will not be able to adapt. Clearly, the vermin problem for most farmers has been solved once and for all. 

The argument above depends on which of the following assumptions?

A)The new pesticide is cheaper than any pesticide previously developed.
B)No other chemical company will develop a similar pesticide.
C) No chemical company previously made erroneous claims about having developed pesticides that preclude the possibility of vermin adapting to them.
D)Vermin are the most serious threat to crops.
E)The new pesticide will be priced so that most farmers can afford it.
*********************************************************************
95. The country has recently been shaken by the increase in incidents of corruption amongst the political class and the bureaucracy. The solution clearly is to appoint an independent investigating body headed by a person of repute who can investigate such cases of corruption and punish those found guilty.

The conclusion above would be more reasonably drawn if which of the following were inserted into the argument as an additional premise? 

A) The appointment of the independent body is the only way to combat corruption 
B) The independent agency will itself not fall prey to corruption 
C) Corruption is not present outside the political class and the bureaucracy 
D) The punishment meted out by the investigating agency will not act as deterrent for people/ agencies susceptible to corruption 
E) If not controlled immediately, the problem of corruption can spiral out of control
*********************************************************************
96. Although only 2 percent of drivers on Lalaland’s highways drove sports cars, 25 percent of all vehicles ticketed for drunk driving in the past 90 days were sports cars. Clearly, sports car drivers on Lalaland highways are more likely to drive drunk than are drivers of other kinds of vehicles.

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

A)Drivers on Lalaland highways drive drunk more often than do drivers on highways not covered in the report. 
B)Many of the vehicles ticketed for drunk driving were ticketed more than once during the time period covered by the report.
C)Drivers who are ticketed for drunk driving are more likely to drive drunk regularly than are drivers who are not ticketed. 
D)The number of drivers ticketed for drunk driving was greater than the number of sportscars. 
E)Drivers of sports cars are less likely to be ticketed for drunk driving than are drivers of other kinds of cars.
*********************************************************************
97. The quantitative and qualitative characteristics of vitamins in fresh vegetables are generally sufficient to provide the human body with all necessary vitamins. But because these characteristics gradually decline when vegetables are processed, the quantity of active vitamins that remains after the vegetables are boiled or otherwise processed is almost negligible. Therefore, people who consume vegetables only after they have been processed must take special vitamin supplements to receive sufficient amounts of vitamins.

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

A)Some food companies and restaurants are less concerned with keeping their products healthful than with increasing their flavor.
B)Processed vegetables and special vitamin supplements are the only two sources of vitamins.
C)Nutrients other than the vitamins remaining in processed vegetables are of no value to the human organism.
D)New methods of storing and processing fresh vegetables should be developed to preserve the qualitative and quantitative characteristics of vitamins in processed vegetables at high levels.
E)To provide the human body with all the necessary vitamins, vegetables should be consumed fresh without processing.
*********************************************************************
98. Mr. Arlekino: Burat Company, which ordered a large lot of bolts from our company, requested that we use SP23 to manufacture those bolts, because SP23 is more efficient and produces bolts of higher quality than most of the other bolt-producing machines. Our only SP23 is currently broken and will not be fixed for three days, and the deadline for completing the order cannot be moved. Therefore, we will be forced to disregard Burat’s request and use our SP20 machine, which is less efficient but is in working condition, allowing us to meet the deadline.

The argument above assumes which of the following?

(A)No other bolt producing machine is more effective and produces bolts of higher quality than SP23.
(B)By the time SP23 is repaired, SP20 will have completed the order.
(C)The quality of bolts produced by SP20 is higher than the quality of bolts produced by SP23.
(D)For any currently available bolt-producing machine other than SP20, it would be impossible to complete the order on time.
(E)Time saved during production of bolts by the more efficient SP23 would not be sufficient to compensate for the three days lost to its repair.
*********************************************************************
99. Positional case theory is one of the numerous morphological theories that try to explain the grammatical category of case in English language. Since this theory defines the case of a noun not by its inflections but by its syntactic function, or position in the sentence, thus mixing morphology and syntax, it is weak and open to criticism. 

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions?

(A)Most morphological theories that mix morphology and syntax are weak and open to criticism.
(B)Morphological theories are weak and open to criticism if they mix morphology with syntax.
(C)All morphological theories that don’t mix morphology and syntax are strong and beyond criticism.
(D)Theories that explain certain syntactic notions and use morphology are weak and open to criticism.
(E)Any theory that is weak and open to criticism should not be used in further scientific research.
*********************************************************************
100. Economist: In the interaction between producers and consumers, the only obligation that all parties have to act in the best interests of their own side. And distribution of information about product 
defects is in the best interests of the consumer, So consumers are always obligated to report product defects they discover, while producers are never obligated to reveal them. 

Which one of the following is an assumption required by the economist's argument? 

A. It is never in the best interests of producers for a producer to reveal a product defect. 
B. No one expects producers to act in a manner counter to their own best interests. 
C. Any product defect is likely to be discovered by consumer 
D. A product defect is more likely to be discovered by a consumer than by a producer 
E. The best interests of consumers never coincide with the best interests of producers
*********************************************************************
101. Now problems require new solutions. And new problems arise with new populations and new technologies. The solutions of these problems require new institutions as well as new political, economic, and social mechanisms. Yet institutions and political and economic arrangements grow slowly, new institutions should be given every chance of success.

The writer of the above makes which of the following assumptions:

A) New institutions are needed because old institutions are inefficient.
B) New institutions are created in order to solve existing problems. 
C) As old institutions are phased out, new ones take their place.
D) If there were no growth, old institutions would die more slowly.
E) Socio-technological change requires new forms of institutional arrangement.
*********************************************************************
102. Surveys consistently show that the best-selling ice cream flavor is vanilla, although those who prefer chocolate rarely order vanilla. Vanilla-flavored candy, then, probably sells better than chocolate-flavored candy.

Which of the following is an assumption upon which the author of the argument relies?

A) Because someone prefers vanilla ice cream does not mean he prefers vanilla-flavored candy.
b) Children who prefer vanilla ice cream also tend to like chocolate candy.
c) Those who prefer neither vanilla nor chocolate ice cream also prefer other flavors of candy.
d) Someone who prefers vanilla ice cream may still order chocolate on occasion.
e) Preferences for certain ice cream flavors are similar to preferences for candy flavors.
*********************************************************************
103. The legislature of the Philippines voted recently to abolish the death penalty. In contrast, the death penalty remains legal in the United States. The difference in the legality of capital punishment demonstrates that the majority of American citizens believe in the death penalty, while the majority of Filipino citizens do not. 

Which of the following is an assumption upon which the above argument depends?

A) There are more murders per year in the United States than in the Philippines.
b) The legal status of capital punishment in the United States and the Philippines aligns with how the majority of citizens in those respective countries view the death penalty.
c) There are not strong voices opposing the death penalty in the United States.
d) Most American citizens who believe in the death penalty think that it acts as a deterrent for potential criminals, while most Filipino citizens do not.
e) The legal standard used to determine whether a criminal should be sentenced to the death penalty in the United States is similar to the legal standard used in the Philippines before capital punishment was abolished there.
*********************************************************************
104. Parent: The city education department is unable to distinguish between annoyances and important problems. For instance, prohibiting students from having cell phones is an overreaction. If a student uses one and thus interferes with instruction, confiscate it. All in all, we need educational leadership that can solve problems, not create them. 

Which of the following is an assumption made by the parent?

A) Students having cell phones does not constitute an important problem for the city schools.
b) Students have no need for cell phones in school.
c) Faculty and staff should be allowed to possess cell phones.
d) Students need to have cell phones because some of them have no stay-at-home parent.
e) An interest in solving problems is the most important attribute of an educational leader.
*********************************************************************
105. Because most hospitals suffer a chronic undersupply of physicians, patients must sometimes wait hours in the emergency room to see a doctor. Nurses should therefore perform initial examinations in hospital emergency rooms to determine which patients merit immediate treatment and which can wait until the emergency physicians have more time to see them.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument above is based?

A) Hospitals should expand their medical staffs.
b) Physicians cannot be trained to perform initial examinations themselves.
c) Emergency rooms will run more smoothly if initial examinations are performed.
d) Hospitals are always fully staffed with nurses.
e) Nurses are competent to judge the severity of patients’ conditions.
*********************************************************************
106. Psychiatrist: Take any visceral emotion you care to consider. There are always situations in which it is healthy to try to express that emotion. So, there are always situations in which it is healthy to try to express one’s anger. 

The conclusion of the argument follows logically if which one of the following is assumed?

a) Anger is always expressible.
b) Anger is a visceral emotion.
c) Some kinds of emotions are unhealthy to express.
d) All emotions that are healthy to express are visceral.
e) An emotion is visceral only if it is healthy to express.
*********************************************************************
107. In Western economies, more energy is used to operate buildings than to operate transportation. Much of the decline in energy consumption since the oil crisis of 1973 is due to more efficient use of energy in homes and offices. New building technologies, which make lighting, heating, and ventilation systems more efficient, have cut billions of dollars from energy bills in the West. Since energy savings from these efficiencies save several billion dollars per year today, we can conclude that 50 to 100 years from now they will save more than $200 billion per year (calculated in current dollars). 

On which one of the following assumptions does the argument rely?

a) Technology used to make buildings energy efficient will not become prohibitively expensive over the next century.
b) Another oil crisis will occur in the next 50 to 100 years.
c) Buildings will gradually become a less important consumer of energy than transportation.
d) Energy bills in the West will be $200 billion lower in the next 50 to 100 years.
e) Energy-efficient technologies based on new scientific principles will be introduced in the next 50 to 100 years.
*********************************************************************
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