Jen Barba: Hi Everyone, thanks for joining us today. My name is Jen Barba, and I'll be joined by my colleague Rebecca Honohan, together we manage the MBA Waitlist. We hope that today's chat will give you the opportunity to ask any questions you might have. We'll get started at 12pm, and all of the questions will be answered here it the lobby.
kbhandar: Hi Jen, thanks for hosting this chat. Can you please talk about how the waitlist will be managed through R2? Will we be considered with the R2 applicants, or will we continue to be on the WL through r2?
Becca - Admissions: Hi all, my name is Becca Honohan, and I look forward to answering your questions! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]RLuoef48a8: hello, Jen and Becca! Thank you very much for hosting this chat today. So can you tell us what it means to be on the waitlist? is it possible that some of us will be interviewed in round 2?
BVirke3f6e7: Hi Becca, thanks for taking our questions.
ZWyneb3bbbc: Thanks for your time! Between now and May 2014, are there additional substantive materials or updates that I can provide to strengthen my application/candidacy? Or will decisions be made solely on the basis of the original written application I submitted (plus the interview)? Thank you!
Jen Barba: kbhandar: thanks for your question. We'll be considering everyone on the waitlist, along with the round 2 applicant pool. everyone currently on the waitlist, will receive an updated decision on the R2 deadline (or possibly before). 
Becca - Admissions: Hi RLuoef, each year we have a pool of applicants that we wait list. All your applications were strong, but due to the numbers of applications we received, we could not interview you at this time. We hope you send updates, and we will invite some to interview in Round 2 or after Round 2. 
NGoodman25bf5f: Hi Jen/Becca, I may be able to make a campus visit sometime in the next month or so. If so, would it be possible to meet with a member of the admissions committee while I am on campus?
MWidellb0d338: Hi Jen, Becca. Thanks for this. Can you share any historical stats on how many students are waitlisted each year, and what percent of those come off the waitlist and are invited to interview?
BVirke3f6e7: Could you tell us if being on the wait list after interview is better than without interview?
CBleggiea4ed8: Hi Jen & Becca, thank you for hosting. When should we send additional recommendations if any in by?
Becca - Admissions: Hi NGoodman, yes, please contact us when you visit campus. You will meet someone from admissions during the Ambassador's Program or you can to our office. 
bchendeavor: When you say that we will receive an updated decision on the R2 deadline, do you mean the deadline for submission of the decision deadline?
zhangqing198573: Hi Becca, Since we are on the wating list, Should we re-apply for the Round 2?
NGoodman25bf5f: Thank you.
JRose28d267: Becca and Jen, could you provide examples of what kind of additional information and updates you would like us to send your way?
Jen Barba: zwyneb: we are happy to collect a few pieces of additional information to add to your file. things like an additional recommendation letter or personal updated from you, are ideal. it's good to focus on things that add to your original application, and show additional evidence of professional success 
Becca - Admissions: Hi MWildel, each year statistics are different depending on the yield. Numbers are hard to predict but many wait listed applicants were admitted last year during Round 2 or in the summer. 
vipa13b0b: 
Hi Jen and Becca - Thanks again for hosting and answering our questions! I'm sure some of us are thinking about re-taking the GMAT/GRE and the timing around that. In your opinion when is the latest point in time we should submit new scores to you?
ZWyneb3bbbc: Thank you, Jen.
MWidellb0d338: Thanks, Becca!
Becca - Admissions: Hi CBleggie, you should send all additional information to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu I would try to keep it to 2-4 pieces of additional information. 
zhangqing198573: Hi Jen:
Jen Barba: bvirke: there's no difference really, all it means to be waitlisted without an interview is that you'll still need to be interviewed. we plan to review everyone on the WL in R2 and invite those we like for interviews with the R2 group. 
JHuntingtond5f336: Becca and Jen, thanks for taking the time to answer our questions. How often would you like to receive updates from us?
kbhandar: Thanks Jen for your answer to my previous question. If some of us are thinking about taking an additional course to bolster our application, are there any particular types of classes you recommend?
Becca - Admissions: Hi CBleggie, you can start sending now, but I would send before Round 2 deadline - January 7th. 
CBleggiea4ed8: Thanks Becca!
Becca - Admissions: Hi zhang, no, please do not re-apply in Round 2. 
zhangqing198573: Hi Jen: Can we add additional material or information on our application?
zhangqing198573: Thank you Becca
Jen Barba: bchendeavor: you can expect an updated decision by April 1, the date R2 applicants will be notified of their decisions. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, you can send a new GMAt score any time, but you should definitely send before February if not sooner. 
SGunjab3b244: do we need to send additional information before the Round 2 deadline?
Jen Barba: jrose: additional updates that demonstrate evidence of professional success (new projects/results/promotions), updated test scores or additional coursework, and additional recs that show the same, are all great. 
vipa13b0b: Great. Thanks Becca.
guy_m_conway: Hi Becca / Jen , will international applicants have issues getting visas on time if they are eventually admitted to the programme? Thanks
Becca - Admissions: Hi JHuntington, you should only send 2-4 updates so timing is up to you. Everything is added to your file when it is sent. 
DKishacc710: Hi Jen/Becca! My question is regarding the structure of the waitlist; are we ranked? If so, does the possibility of admission from the waitlist stem from this ranking?
Jen Barba: kbhandar: additional courses in economics, finance, accounting and calculus are all good ideas 
ericashim: Hello, Thank you both for organizing this. If we want to submit additional recommendation letters, in what format should we send them? Do we get the recommenders to send you an email directly? or should we get the letter signed and email you the scanned version?
Becca - Admissions: Hi Zhangqing, yes, you can add additional materials. 
JRose28d267: Thank you, Jen!
Kperezb62db0: Is there a suggested format for additional recs?
CDaggettc098ae: If we are admitted to other schools who request a response before April 1st, can we request an expedited response to our application status?
jesserich: What is the best way to submit an additional recommendation?
JHuntingtond5f336: Thank you!
Becca - Admissions: Hi guymconway, international applicants typically cannot be admitted after July 1st so you should list July 1 as your date. 
btfarrell: 
Hi Becca and Jen, if spots for wait listed applicants open up, are wait listed applicants ranked before they are offered interview invitations?
Jen Barba: sgunjab: it's ideal for us to receive your additional info soon (by mid-January) because that's when we'll start to make decisions about who to invite for interviews in R2 
jorge.chonab: Hello Becca and Jen, thanks again for this Q&A,if the candidate wasn't interviewed and a spot is open later, what is the process? by what date should the interview be expected?
Jen Barba: ericaship: we prefer recs to come directly to us, not through you. you can have everything sent to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu 
guy_m_conway: Hi, also I am on a 3 month notice period at work. What date do students need to be on campus by?
ZWyneb3bbbc: If Sloan is my first choice and I intend to accept an offer of admission if extended, should I let the committee know this?
Becca - Admissions: Hi DKishac, no one on the wait list is ranked. We choose to interview people off the wait list that fit our diverse class profile. 
Jen Barba: kperez: it's great if recs can be in the same format as in the application but they dont have to be. 
Jen Barba: jesserich: we would like all additional info to come to us via the mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu email. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi CDagget, it is difficult to receive an expedited response but please email us when the time comes to make a decision to other schools. We do not want you to lose out at other schools. 
jesserich: Thanks.
CDaggettc098ae: Thank you!
jorge.chonab: Can we also send recommendations from peers or these don't have much weight?
DKishacc710: Thanks!
JGarriga_Carner00da90: Hi, How should new recommenders add the recommendation? Should they themselves write a mail?
zentaro: Thank you for hosting this chat. Is there any desired format to show my personal update or professional success?
Becca - Admissions: Hi jorge.chonab, some of the wait list will be interviewed in Round 2 or in the early summer months. It depends on the yield from our R1 and R2 admitted students. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi guyconway, students need to be on campus the last month of August for orientation. 
Jen Barba: btfarrell: at this point we do not rank order the wl, instead we're looking for the strongest people. we're not sure what the r2 pool will look like, so we'd like to compare the wl to what we see in R2. 
RLuoef48a8: Hi Becca, thank you! you said its ideal to send updated info by mid-jan, when is the latest date we can send in updates to be considered for round 2? Also where or whom should we send the updated information to?
cathieme13: Hi Jen and Becca, Thank you for hosting this chat. For those of us who intend to pursue the dual-degree with Harvard Kennedy School, is there anything we can indicate in the HKS application that would strengthen our application for MIT Sloan?
Becca - Admissions: Hi ZMyneb, yes, you sohuld send an update saying Sloan is your #1 choice. 
ZWyneb3bbbc: Thank you, Becca.
Becca - Admissions: Hi Jgarriga, new recs should email mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu with their extra rec 
Jen Barba: jorge.chonab: we are happy to take recs from anyone, but find more value in those from a supervisor. but if the peer recs are from members of our community, we love to see that too. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi zentaro, email is the prefer format - you can write everything in the body of the email. 
sobermanj: Hi Becca/Jen, Do you have a preference on the type of additional classes we take in terms (in a classroom/MOOC)? Thank you, Jess
zentaro: Thank you, Becca.
Becca - Admissions: Hi cathieme, no, the dual degree applications are seperate. You should send us updates. 
cathieme13: Thank you.
Becca - Admissions: Hi soberman, no, we do not have a preference on which class you take as long as it is from an accredited institution. 
choth21: Hello Jen/Becca--I was just wondering for waitlist updates whether statements about our goals are helpful? I know that is not a priority on the regular application.
DKishacc710: How is last year's decision of asking admitted students to defer to this year's matriculating class going to affect the number of people admitted off of the waitlist? Should we expect numbers below the historical average?
Jen Barba: rlouef: in order for your new info to be considered when we make decisions for interviews, it's best to get the updates to us by mid Jan. but we'll continue to accept updates from you, up until you receive a final decision. all updates should be sent to the mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu email address 
guy_m_conway: Hi, one more question, is there any chance we can hear before R2 notifications or will we be reassessed with R2 candidates?
Becca - Admissions: Hi choth, yes, you can discuss future goals in your updates. 
RLuoef48a8: thanks Jen
Becca - Admissions: Hi guyconway, unfortunately, no updates to wait listed candidates will be given before Round 2 deadlines. 
guy_m_conway: Thanks
choth21: Great. Thanks.
vipcf73bb: Hey Jen/Becca, when we come to campus for a visit through the Ambassadors program, should we let you guys know that we are wait listedprospective students?
Jen Barba: dkish: we didnt ask anyone to defer from this year's 1st year class (that happened the year before). and it's hard to predict how many people will move off the wl each year. at this point, you have a good chance, as the process moves ahead (after R2 decisions are released) chances decline quickly. 
Kperezb62db0: just to confirm all updates including new rec should go tombawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu correct?
Becca - Admissions: Hi Kperez, yes all updates and recs should be emailed to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu 
Jen Barba: vipcf: there's no need to let us know you're a WL candidate while at Ambassadors, but if you have a great visit and can add some additional info to your app, it might be a good update to send after. 
chayanon.h: Can you provide feedback for the applicants in waitlist?
SGunjab3b244: Don't know if you can reveal or not but how many candidates are wait listed from R1?
zhangqing198573: Hi Jen: If I want to add additional material, should I send my additional material to you? or the admission office?
abtolelo: Dear admissions team, thanks for organizing this chat. How many people have been waitlisted in R1?
Jen Barba: sgun: approximately 100 people are on the WL right now 
SGunjab3b244: thanks Jen!
Becca - Admissions: Hi chayanon, we cannot meet with every wait listed applicant to provide feedback. I would recommend updating on anything new with your application, showcasing your strengths, and giving us any new information you did not share. 
MWidellb0d338: Would a recommendation from a client be useful? Or only from direct supervisors?
Jen Barba: zhang: everything should be sent to mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu, not an individual. that way we can be sure to track everything in your file. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi abtolelo, there are approximately 100 people currently on the wait list. 
zhangqing198573: Thank you Jen
chayanon.h: Thanks Becca
DKishacc710: Thanks!
vipcf73bb: For additional recommendations, does Sloan value Sloanies who's a peer over a supervisor who is not a Sloanie? Or perhaps it's better to send both?
Jen Barba: mwidell: it's totally up to you. you know your situation best, not us. if you feel a client rec provides addl insight we can't get from anywhere else, it might be a good idea 
MWidellb0d338: Thanks!
JGarriga_Carner00da90: Do additional materials need to be specific facts (new scores, job promotions..) or could be a different essay?
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, we do appreciate hearing from other Sloanies during this process because they truly know what it takes to go to school here. However, I would ask the person who knows you best. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi JGarriga, I would not write an additional essay. Now, we are more interested in updates to your applications or new facts you did not tell us. 
DKishacc710: Great answers so far! One last question...are there any historical numbers from the last two years that show the percentage of waitlisted applicants who are offered admission, specifically waitlisted from R1 and also from the total number of applicants at the end of all rounds?
RLuoef48a8: What are some strong updates that can significantly increase our consideration for R2 interview - higher GMAT score, recently promotion, increased job responsibilities?
JScafaria12b288: 
Hi Becca and Jen. Thank you for hosting this. I saw from previous comments that your chances decrease from being taken off the waitlist after the R2 deadline, but I saw earlier some students are not notified till May. Do some students get waitlisted through all 3 rounds, or are you typicall accepted or denied after R2?
vip07b9eb: Hi Jen and Becca. Thanks for hosting this chat! What is the most important aspect for you to take someone off the wait list at this point, when the class has not been formed completely? I know later in the process, you would try to replace admitted students who fail to matriculate with similar profiles, but I don´t know if this applies at this point. Thank you!
Jen Barba: dksish: every year is different with the WL. we dont publish the stats you're requesting, but i can say we always take peopel from the WL. 
RLuoef48a8: another question, what information are you looking for in additional recommendations? can i ask current sloan MBA student to write an additional recommendation letter?
Becca - Admissions: Hi Rluoef, yes, new test scores, responsibilities, goals, interactions within Sloan all make for great updates. 
JGarriga_Carner00da90: Would a recommendation from a current Sloan student be useful if he can provide information not directly related with my professional experience?
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, at this time, we are looking for the strongest applicants and people who are interested in Sloan. I would make that clear in your updates. 
Jen Barba: jscafari: we only have 2 rounds. we will give everyone currently on the WL, an updated decision by April 1. that decision may be that you continue to be on our WL. and we will wl more people at the end of R1, and again in R2 
Jen Barba: jgarriga: support from members of our community is always welcome 
SGunjab3b244: Becca, Jen couple of questions on recommendation lettersis there a limit on the number of additional recommendation letters to send? Maybe two different shorter recommendations as opposed to one addressing all the questions
Becca - Admissions: Hi RLuoef, yes, you should definitely ask a current Sloan student to write a rec on your behalf! They sohuld speak to your abilities as a person, or a student, or your work ethic. 
bchendeavor: Is it helpful for you to hear from currently enrolled students who have been colleagues?
Becca - Admissions: Hi bchendeavor, yes, we love to hear from current Sloanies on who they think would be a great addition to the class and school! 
vip07b9eb: Thank you! I have another question, would a TOEFL score be a good update, considering it is not required to apply? Thank you
Jen Barba: sgunjab: your call. you know your situation best. but be careful to not send in too much. typically we like to see 2-3 updates 
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, if you have a TOEFL score, you can include that in an update but do not take it just to get off the wait list. 
CDaggettc098ae: If we noticed a mistake (i.e. typo) in our application, is that a worthy update during the waitlist phase, or is that unnecessary?
SSrinivasan6c32e6: Not sure if you can reveal this statistic yet - how many students got offers in R1?
Jen Barba: cdaggett: probably not 
CDaggettc098ae: Thanks!
Jen Barba: ssriniv: we havent made any offers for R1 yet, those decisions go out on Dec. 20. we expect to admit half the class then. 
SSrinivasan6c32e6: Thanks!
CDaggettc098ae: I have to return to work - thanks for your time!
jorge.chonab: Just to be completely sure, every update and additional information should be send to mbaadmissions@sloan.mit.edu or to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu?
bchendeavor: Thank you Becca! Also I worry a bit about overdoing it with additional information and recs from the Sloan community. Should new insight be the guiding principle, or is there a point at which the admissions committee feels overwhelmed in a negative way?
Jen Barba: jorge: you are correct. everything should go to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi bchendeavor, yes, we do not want to receive updates on a daily basis. I would say 4 should be the most, you can always say multiple things in one email! Also, with recs, make sure you are asking people who actually know your capabilities and not someone who met you one time. 
EKlein97fdde: Jen, Becca, is there any format the admissions committee expects to see for our updates?
ericashim: you mentioned that some of us could get interviewed during the R2, then is it safe to expect an interview invite when the R2 applicants receive them in February? Or are we just in a completely different pool and schedule?
vipcf73bb: Is there a questionnairethat additional recommendation should address or just a general email
SSrinivasan6c32e6: Are their plans to continue adding to the WL for the remainder of R1?
Becca - Admissions: Hi Eklein, I would write in the body of an email in the update. 
RLuoef48a8: Thank you Jan/Becca. So can I do both - sending an update about the current increase scope in my job responsibility and having a current sloan student write an additional recommendation? and if the recommendation is from a sloan student, what qualities are you looking for, i.e., how he feels that i would be a good fit to the sloan communitya?
EKlein97fdde: Thanks Becca
CLing0590b7: Hi Becca, notwithstanding you prefer all updates to come from one email, is it true that you prefer recommendations to come from the individual recommenders themselves than from the WL candidates?
jorge.chonab: Thank you Becca and Jen for your time and your answers!! I need to go back to work, but I would like to read the final transcript, where can I find it?
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, the recommender can just write an additional email. 
Jen Barba: erica: you can expect to hear about invites when we send them for R2, it's teh same group. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi SSrinivasan, there may be R1 applicants who interviewed that will be put on the wait list. 
Jen Barba: rluoef: yes, you can do all 3 
ericashim: Thank you, Jen
Becca - Admissions: HI jorge, we will post the transcript to the WL website that you received in your email. 
Jen Barba: cling: yes, we prefer recommendations to come directly from the recommender. 
Jen Barba: jorge: we'll get the transcript up on the waitlist faq page, same page you went to to reply to our offer. it will probabl take a day or two 
JGarriga_Carner00da90: Although it is different every year, how many applicant from the waitlist were accepted in the last years?
Jen Barba: jgarriga: each year is different, and unfortunately we don't post those specific stats. but in my experience we always admit people from the WL, at each stage. 
vipcf73bb: As for recommendation (s) from Sloanies, is it better from a MBA Sloanie or other Sloanies (i.e., PhD program, other master program) work.
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, we prefer MBA Sloanies because they truly know what it is like to be a student in the MBA program but if a PhD student knows you the best, that works as well. 
NehaThatte: Hello Becca and Jen, thank you for hosting this chat! Would a recommendation from an undergrad MIT alum (engineering program) be helpful at all?
SGunjab3b244: Thanks Becca and Jen. If we have further questions, is it safe to say we should ask to speak with either of you as opposed to anyone else in Adcom?
patrickyan: Hi, do waitlisted applicants who have already been interviewed have higher consideration over applicants who have been waitlisted without an interview once you re-look at the waitlisted pool next year?
Becca - Admissions: Hi Nehathatte, yes, if they can speak to your strengths. 
NehaThatte: thank you Becca!
Becca - Admissions: Hi Sgunjab, all questions should be emailed to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu 
michaelhermon: Hi All. I may have missed the beginning of the discussion (or just can't see an intro/welcome line) but is there anything I can do in order to promote my application as a member of the wait list?
Becca - Admissions: Hi patrickyan, all admitted students need to be interviewed. Are you asking if you re-apply next year, how will it be considered? If so, all re-applicants are evaluated on a similar basis regardless of interview. 
JHuntingtond5f336: In the past, what have been come common characteristics or actions taken by successful WL applicants? On the flip side, what are some things that have been done to negatively affect an applicant?
vipcf73bb: Hey Becca and Jen, if retaking the gmat,would it be worthwhile to report a score that's still below Sloan's average and/or that's just say 10 points above the original score
Becca - Admissions: Hi michael, yes, you can send updates to help your candidacy with information on goals, new responsibilities, updates to your application, etc. 
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, you can send updated test scores regardless if it is below the average. 
Jen Barba: jhuntington: we like to see that the people we admit will accept our offer, so showing us that is good. not doing anything is a sign that maybe you're not as interested as others who are on the WL. 
michaelhermon: Where should I sent such information?
JHuntingtond5f336: Thank you
Becca - Admissions: Hi michael, send to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu 
Jen Barba: Hi everyone, we're going to wrap up soon. please post any additional questions you might have. 
bchendeavor: Thanks for hosting. This has been very helpful.
vip07b9eb: I have to leave now, thanks again for hosting.
michaelhermon: Great. Thanks
SAdams2e094f: Thanks for the great information. Looking forward to providing the updates!
patrickyan: Hi Becca - to clarify, I am a student who is currently waitlisted without an interview; I understand that all admitted students need to be interviewed, but would R1/R2 applicants who you have already interviewed but have placed on the waitlist have priority over applicants like myself?
RLuoef48a8: thank you so much for hosting Jan and Becca! have a great day!
CLing0590b7: Hi Becca and Jen, will the candidates on the WL that have already been interviewed receive preferential consideration over candidates on the WL that have not been invited to an interview?
jfebery@gmail.com: Thanks, Jen and Becca, for tackling all of our questions. This Q&A has been very helpful.
dongliang: Thank you very much for hosting.
RMcGrathffdabc: Thank you both for hosting! This has been very helpful.
aaronmba2014: Thank you very much for your time and insight this was a very helpful chat!
JRose28d267: This has been extremely helpful. Thank you!
Becca - Admissions: HI patrick, yes, if you are not invited to interview then wait listed applicants who were interviewed will have preference. We hope to extend some invites in round 2 or summer months to people wait listed without an interview. 
vipb2aafe: What is the most important thing to avoid during this process?
Becca - Admissions: Hi all, we will post the transcript to this chat in a few days so please check out the FAQ page! 
patrickyan: understood, thanks!
Becca - Admissions: Hi vip, I would avoid sending in too many updates. 
vipb2aafe: Thanks
NehaThatte: Hi Jen and Becca, this has been very helpful, thanks for providing the opportunity to ask questions!
MWidellb0d338: Thanks Jen, Becca! This has been very insightful.
abtolelo: What can re-applicants who got waitlisted after interview last year, then dinged, then re-applied this year and got waitlisted again do about the updates? We have already used Sloan community connections to demonstrate fit...and also shown that we really want to attend Sloan...
Jen Barba: thanks for joining us today. remember if you have updates to send, please direct them to mbawaitinglist@sloan.mit.edu. 
SSrinivasan6c32e6: For any updateson additional job responsibilities andearly promotions - would it be acceptable if the manager sent over these details in an email? \
kpellegrino648: Thank you Becca and Jen for hosting this chat, it has been very informative.
Becca - Admissions: Hi SSriniva, the manager can send or you can let us know 
Becca - Admissions: Hi abtolelo, you can email us your name, and we can mark to look at last year's additional letters of rec as well. 
Jen Barba: have a great day! 
Becca - Admissions: Thank you again! Have a great day, we are signing off. 
kbhandar: thanks becca and jen!
CBleggiea4ed8: Thank you Jen and Becca, this has been very helpful.
SSrinivasan6c32e6: Thanks!
vipcf73bb: Have a great Thanksgiving Everyone!
JHuntingtond5f336: Thank you for doing this!

