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As | have earlier mentioned in my articles on verb-ed modifiers, they are noun modifiers, and on GMAT
they ALWAYS refer to the immediate preceding noun entity. Now this preceding entity can be a single
noun word or a noun phrase.

If the immediate preceding noun entity is a noun phrase, then the verb-ed modifier may modify the
head of this noun phrase if the context of the sentence so demands.

VERB-ED MODIFIERSOUTSIDE THE GMAT WORLD

Outside the GMAT verbal, in general English langaiage may come across instances where a
comma + verb-ed modifier modifies the Subject @f pneceding clause or for that matter, even
the entire preceding clause. You may see theseesisa@urticles from popular publications such
as The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Therooists, etc.

WE CARE FOR GMAT USAGE

Now let’s get back to the interesting questionhaf thread | mentioned in the beginning of this
article (the inspiration for this article) — caw@mma + verb-ed modifier placed after a clause
modify the Subject of the preceding clause? Myagageof official questions let me say it
confidently — NO. There is not a single officialegtion in which | have seen this usage. If
placed after a clause, comma or no comma, verbestifier always modifies the immediate
preceding noun/noun phrase.



VERB-ED MODIFIER DOESREFER TO THE SUBJECT

However when a verb-ed modifier begins a sentahéd,WAYS modifies the Subject of the
clause. We have plethora of official questions whee can see this usage. This is the most
appropriate way to use the verb-ed modifier to riyoitie Subject of the clause. And yes, this
usage is widely tested too. Here comes one of timas®/ questions that test you on this usage.
This isOG12#25:

Based on accounts of various ancient writers, sechdlave painted a sketchy picture of the
activities of an all-female cult that, perhaps asyeas the sixth century B.C., worshipped a
goddess known in Latin as Bona Dea, “the good gexltle

(A) Based on accounts of various ancient writers

(B) Basing it on various ancient writers’ accounts

(C) With accounts of various ancient writers usadaf basis
(D) By the accounts of various ancient writers thegd

(E) Using accounts of various ancient writers (E€orranswer)

Choice Ais incorrect here because “Based”, the openinlg-edrmodifier must refer to the
Subject of the following main clause. The Subjddhe main clause is “scholars”. It is evident
that “based” does not logically modifies the Subj®¥¢e need a proper modifier in the beginning
of the sentence to refer to “scholars”. This isr@son why Choice E is correct answer.

Let’s take another example where the usage of gdrimodifier is NOT TESTED. This is the
correct version 0OG13#98:

Ranked as one of the most important of Europe’sigqulaywrights, Franz Xaver Kroetz has
written forty plays; his works—translated into ovbirty languages—are produced more often
than those of any other contemporary German dramatist.

In this sentence, without any confusion, “ranked® verb-ed modifier modifies the Subject of
the following clause “Franz Kroetz”. Because “rattkes meant to modify “Franz Kroetz”, it has
been placed in the beginning of the clause anditet the clause.

To reiterate the point | made earlier, becausedine-ed modifier is meant to modify the Subject
of the main clause, “Ranked...” has been placederbtginning of the clause and not after the
clause.



COMMA BEFORE VERB-ED MODIFIER DOESNOT
AFFECT MODIFICATION

Another thing to note is that the comma beforevitid-ed modifier has no bearing on the entity
it will modify. On GMAT, verb-ed modifier ALWAYS riers to the immediate preceding noun.
It is not so that if there is comma before the wedmodifier placed after the clause, the verb-ed
modifier gets the liberty to jump over the verlmodify the Subject of the preceding clause.
Let’s reviewOG13#81:

Fossils of the arm of a sloth found in Puerto Ric®991, and dated at 34 million years old,
made it the earliest known mammal of the Greatdillas islands.

A. sloth found in Puerto Rico in 1991, and date@4million years old, made it the earliest
known mammal of

B. sloth, that they found in Puerto Rico in 1994s lheen dated at 34 million years old, thus
making it the earliest mammal known on

C. sloth that was found in Puerto Rico in 1991, daied at 34 million years old, making this the
earliest known mammal of

D. sloth, found in Puerto Rico in 1991, have beated at 34 million years old, making the sloth
the earliest known mammal on (Correct answer)

E. sloth which, found in Puerto Rico in 1991, wased at 34 million years old, made the sloth
the earliest known mammal of

In the original sentence, the verb-ed modifier tiduis not preceded by a comma but in choice
D, it has been. Is that one of the reasons whycehDiis better than choice A? One may say that
because in choice A, “found” is not preceded bypmma, this verb-ed modifier refers to the
immediate preceding noun “a sloth” and not “Fo$stlse entity that it should modify. But in
choice D, the comma makes all the difference. Nfoawurtd” correctly refers to “Fossils”.

Well, if you think this could be a reason, thinkaag Preceded by a comma or not, “found” in
both cases refer to the “Fossils” because thag¢itigy that it is supposed to modify. Placement
of a comma before it does not bring about any chamghe entity that is meant to modify.
Choice Ais incorrect for other reasons.

VERB-ED MODIFIER DOESNOT JUMP A VERB

There is no correct official question where verbagatifier jumps the verb to modify the
Subject, but here is certainly an incorrect offigaestions where comma + verb-ed has been
placed after the clause to refer to the Subjeth®fpreceding clause. Let me bring that official
example -OG13#57:



Many of the earliest known images of Hindu deitreindia date from the time of the Kushan
Empire, fashioned either from the spotted sandsbbdathura or Gandharan grey schist.

A. Empire, fashioned either from the spotted samsof Mathura or

B. Empire, fashioned from either the spotted samdsbf Mathura or from

C. Empire, either fashioned from the spotted samdsof Mathura or

D. Empire and either fashioned from the spottedistome of Mathura or from

E. Empire and were fashioned either from the sgasdstone of Mathura or from

If we study this sentence carefully, we will notibat the verb-ed modifier “fashioned” is meant
to modify the Subject of the preceding clause “Mahthe earliest known images of Hindu
deities”. This usage has been declared incorrexduse per the OG explanation “fashioned”
“suggests that the Empire (the closest noun), hetilnages of the deities, was fashioned out of
those materials”.

From this explanation, we can understand that orAGMverb-ed modifier” is used to modify
“the closest noun”. If the verb-ed modifier plaadter a clause is meant to refer to the Subject of
the preceding clause, then it cannot be calledltteest noun, especially if there is a noun
immediately before the verb-ed modifier.

So we ak-gmatgo by the rule that verb-ed modifier modifies timenediate preceding noun. If
we come across an official sentence where we $eswaise, we will modify our rule to comply
with the GMAT usages.

0 Take Away

1. On GMAT, a comma + verb-ed modifier placed after a clause
cannot refer to the Subject of the preceding clause.

2. A verb-ed modifier always refers to the preceding noun entity.
This noun entity can be a single noun word or a noun phrase.



