Summary of Initial Reading:


Summary of Initial Reading: The three stages of Initial Reading
1. Read the first sentence of the first paragraph.
2. If you think you already understand the main idea, move on to the next paragraph. Otherwise, read the next sentence in paragraph 1. Carry on like this - one sentence at a time - until you have a firm grasp of the main idea of the passage or until the first paragraph is over.
3. In each of the following paragraphs, read the first sentence only. Make sure you not only understand it, but also understand how it's related to the previous paragraphs and to the main idea of the passage.

Fine-tuning: Last words of wisdom (Guidelines) for Initial Reading
1. Long first paragraph: In most cases, read the entire first paragraph sentence by sentence. An exception to this rule is the case of a very long first paragraph. If the first paragraph consists of more than four sentences, it means that the paragraph does not contain only the gist of the passage, i.e., not just the main idea, but also starts going into detail.  In this case, stop reading the first paragraph as soon as you realize that the information you are reading is no longer general.
2. Short/friendly Reading passage: Even if you come across a reading passage which is short and is taken from the field you’re an expert in, do not be tempted to do what you would intuitively do when you see a reading passage. That is, do not read the entire passage. If you read the entire passage, you'll end up remembering bits and pieces from its content rather than its main idea and structure.




Let's summarize the method for the Initial Reading of one-paragraph passages:
1) Read the first sentences of the passage (no more than two or three) until you understand the main idea. Stop when you start reading specific information.
2) Scan the rest of the passage, looking for structural words/phrases such as however,still ie change direction words 
. Read the sentences which begin with such a word/phrase. Each such sentence points to the beginning of a new subsection and explains its function

Work order of RC 


1. Start with an Initial reading of the passage.
2. Read the question stem. STOP! paraphrase the question in your own words and understand what you're being asked.
3. Diagnose the question type (general or specific, based on what is stated or implied)
4. Find the answer to the question:
If the question is a general one, the answer is in your initial reading notes - refer to those. No need to go back to the passage.  
If the question is a specific one, go back to the passage: find the necessary sentence in the passage part (more on that later) and read around it. Do not rely on your memory - go back to the passage. 
Important - whether you're referring to your initial reading notes or the passage itself - STOP! Paraphrase theanswer to the question in your own words before moving on to the next phase:
5. Scan the answer choices, looking for one that is similar to the one you found.
6. Go over the remaining answer choices to make sure they're not better.


Inference questions type 


here are two common distractors to Inference Questions:
1. Answer choices that copy information stated in the passage
As explained above, Inference Questions are based on what is implied in the passage rather than what is statedin it.     
2. Answer choices that stray too far from the passage
Inference Questions do not ask about meanings or implications that are remote from the passage. The correct answer is a small step beyond what is explicitly stated in the text.



Style tone question type 

3. Respect for mainstream American Values - answer choices that seem to undermine the existing order are outside the scope of a plausible correct GMAT answer. Being innovative or progressive, on the other hand, is fine.
The following words violate the above principles, and seeing them in an answer choice is enough to eliminate it:
absolute, absolutely, complete, completely, extreme, extremely, total, totally, utter, utterly
abusive, agitated, condescending, cynical, denunciatory, derogatory, fervent, harsh, perplexed
amusement, astonishment, contempt, disdain, dismay, ridicule, scorn, skepticism
If you see one of these words in an answer choice to a Style and Tone question, you can eliminate it automatically. There's no need to look it up in the passage or otherwise consider it at all. 

