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 GMAT-PREP SC
1. The Anasazi settlements at Chaco Canyon were built on a spectacular scale with more than 75 carefully engineered structures, of up to 600 rooms each, were connected by a complex regional system of roads.

A. with more than 75 carefully engineered structures, of up to 600 rooms each, were 

B. with more than 75 carefully engineered structures, of up to 600 rooms each,

C. of more than 75 carefully engineered structures of up to 600 rooms, each that had been

D. of more than 75 carefully engineered structures of up to 600 rooms and with each

E. of more than 75 carefully engineered structures of up to 600 rooms each had been

choice a is a run-on - it tries to have two main verbs without using any sort of subordinating element. if you take out modifiers, adjectives, etc., you're left with the following: the settlements were built with structures were connected. that's bad. 
choice b is correct: it uses a nonessential modifier set off by commas ('of up to 600 rooms each'), which, if eliminated, yields the intact and legitimate sentence ...carefully engineered structures, connected by... (with another nonessential modifier).


'scale of' doesn't make sense 

- you can't say 'each that had...' (can't follow 'each' with a relative pronoun - if you're going to use a relative pronoun, it has to come directly after the thing it's trying to modify)
Scale “of” the “of” would describe the scale
2. According to one expert, the cause of genetic irregularities in many breeds of dog is not so much that dogs are being bred for looks or to meet other narrow criteria as that the breeds have relatively few founding members. 

A.      the cause of genetic irregularities in many breeds of dog is not so much that dogs are being bred for looks or to meet other narrow criteria

B.      the cause of genetic irregularities in many breeds of dog is not as much their being bred for looks or meeting other narrow criteria as much

C.      it is not so much the cause of genetic irregularities in many breeds of dog that they are being bred for looks or meeting other narrow criteria as much

D.     it is not so much the cause of genetic irregularities in many breeds of dog is their being bred for looks or meeting other narrow criteria so much

E.      it is not so much the cause of genetic irregularities in many breeds of dog to be bred for looks or to meet other narrow criteria

a is correct because it's the only choice combining proper parallelism with correct grammar. the cause is not so much that x as that y.
3. Greatly influenced by the Protested missionary Samuel Kirkland, the Oneida was the only one of the five-nation Iroquois League who sided with the colonists during the American Revolution. 
A.      was the only one of the five-nation Iroquois League who sided

B.      was alone of the five-nation Iroquois League when they sided

C.      alone among the five-nation Iroquois League sided

D.     were the only ones out of the five nations of Iroquois League in siding

E.      only of the five-nation Iroquois League had sided


'The Oneida' is plural, in much the same way as 'the English' or 'the French' would be plural


The Three C's: correctness #1, clarity #2, concision #3.

no, you can't put commas around "alone of the five-nation iroquois league". that's an essential modifier; it's indispensable to the meaning of the sentence, and is NOT a separate description of the oneida. in other words, you're not saying that the oneida were actually alone per se; you're just saying that they were alone in siding with the colonists. those are two very different things indeed.

4. Although the turtle has been toothless for more than 150 million years, in some contemporary turtle species the moderately sharp and jagged edges of their horny jaws function for teeth.

A. their horny jaws function for teeth

B. its horny jaws function for teeth

C. its horny jaws function as do teeth

D the horny jaws function as teeth do

E the horny jaws function as teeth

Function for as
The possessive pronoun actually NEEDS to be done away with, as it has no proper antecedent. The best approximation to an antecedent is 'the turtle,' but that doesn't work because, as used here, 'the turtle' refers to the entire range of turtle species throughout evolutionary history - not just the 'contemporary turtle species' described in the latter part of the sentence.
5. The Achaemenid empire of Persia reached the Indus Valley in the fifth century B.C., bringing the Aramaic script with it, from which was derived both northern and southern Indian alphabets.

A. the Aramaic script with it, from which was derived both northern and
B. the Aramaic script with it, and from which deriving both the northern and the

C. with it the Aramaic script, from which derive both the northern and the

D. with it the Aramaic script, from which derives both northern and

E. with it the Aramaic script, and deriving from it both the northern and

A) "from which" seems to incorrectly refer to the empire (referenced by the pronoun "it") rather than to the script. Also, the singular verb "was derived" does not agree in number with the plural subject "northern and southern Indian alphabets". Finally, the subject "northern and southern Indian alphabets" is unclear: are there several alphabets, or only one of each?
“The” is required
6.  In the past several years, astronomers have detected more than 80 massive planets, most of them as large or larger than Jupiter, which circle other stars.

A. most of them as large or larger than Jupiter, which circle

B. most of them as large or larger than Jupiter and circling

C. most of them at least as large as Jupiter, circling

D. mostly at least as large as Jupiter, which circle

E. mostly as large or larger than Jupiter, circling


For me it was between C) most of them and E) mostly

you can eliminate (a) and (b) on the grounds of STRICT parallelism. 

specifically: 

when you have an "or" construction (or, for that matter, an "and" construction), each part of the construction must work in isolation from the other one. 

this eliminates (a) and (b), both for the same reason: "as large" requires "as". you can't be "as large than" something -- but that's the only preposition available. 

the correct parallel construction would be ...as large as or larger than, a construction that allows both parts to have their own proper prepositions. 

choice (c), the correct answer, circumvents the issue entirely by replacing the parallel construction with '...at least as large'. not only does this construction obviate the need to consider parallelism in the first place, but it's also more concise than the alternative.

7.  Each year companies in the United States could save as much as $58 billion annually by preventing illness among employees and gain as much as $200 billion through improving performance of workers if they simply provided offices with cleaner air.

 

A.　annually by preventing illness among employees and gain as much as $200 billion through improving performance of workers if they simply provided

B.　annually if they prevented employee illness and gain as much as $200 billion through worker performance improved by simply providing

C.  annually in employee illness prevention and gain as much as $200 billion through worker performance improved by simply providing

D. in employee illness prevention and gain as much as $200 billion through improving performance of workers if they simply provided

E. by preventing illness among employees and gain as much as $200 billion through improved worker performance if they simply provided
The question is not just about "improved" vs. "improving," but about the context of these words. Each is preceded by the word "through." We cannot say "through improving," but rather "through the improved performance." We need a noun to follow "through." "Through" is a preposition - what is to be the object of this preposition unless a noun of some sort? The word "improving" is incorrect here.
:Through” is a preposition, thus it needs a noun to follow it
8 Women are expected to be the majority of students entering law school this fall, a trend ultimately placing more women in leadership positions in politics and business.

A  Women are expected to be the majority of student entering law school this fall, a trend ultimately placing

B  The majority of students entering law school this fall are expected to be women, a trend that will ultimately place

C  The majority of students entering law school this fall are expected to be women, which will ultimately place

D  It is expected that the majority of students entering law school this fall will be women, a trend ultimately placing

E  It is expected for the women to be the majority of students entering law school this fall, which will ultimately place

For me the choice was between a,b and d

a is wrong because of the participle 'placing', which wrongly indicates that this trend is already placing more women in leadership positions. (choice D has same problem as A)
c is wrong because the relative pronoun 'which' is placed in a position where it must refer to 'women'. this is wrong for 2 different reasons: (a) 'which' can't refer to people, and (b) according to the sentence, women don't place themselves in leadership positions; the trend does.

9 The investigations of many psychologists and anthropologists support the generalization of there being little that is a significant difference in underlying mental processes manifested by people from different cultures.

A   of there being little that is a significant difference

B   of there being little that is significantly different

C   of little that is significantly different

D   that there is little that is significantly different

E   that there is little of significant differences

10.  The yield per acre of coffee berries varies enormously in that a single tree, depending on both its size and on climate and altitude, could produce enough berries to make between one and twelve pounds of dried beans a year.

A. enormously in that a single tree, depending on both its size and on climate and altitude, could produce

B. enormously in that a single tree, dependent on its size and also on climate and altitude, is able to produce

C. enormously, because a single tree, depending on its size and on climate and altitude, is able to produce

D. enormously, because a single tree, being dependent on its size, climate, and altitude, is capable of producing

E. enormously, because a single tree, dependent both on its size as well as on climate and altitude, could produce

"Because" indicates cause and effect; "in that" generally just indicates some kind of correlation. If it's a cause-effect scenario, go with because. also, generally stay in the same tense unless there's a reason to change. This one starts us out with "varies" and doesn't give us a reason to switch to "could produce." "Is" is better.

Also with A: 

but there is a problem in terms of pure parallel structure: 

the words after 'both' are its size 

the words after 'and' are on climate and altitude 

that's not parallel; you can't have a preposition in the second part but not in the first

11. Before scientists learned how to make a synthetic growth hormone, removing it painstakingly in small amounts from the pituitary glands of human cadavers.

A. scientists learned how to make a synthetic growth hormone, removing it painstakingly
B. scientists had learned about making a synthetic growth hormone, they had to remove it painstakingly

C. scientists learned how to synthesize the growth hormone, it had to be painstakingly removed

D. learning how to make a synthetic growth hormone, scientists had to remove it painstakingly

E. Learning how to synthesize the growth hormone, it have to be painstakingly removed by scientists
Between B, C & D for me.
In B the “had” appearing twice does not make sense. 

I chose C over D because of how D says remove it painstakingly.

In the problem at hand, the original sentence, along with answer choices B and D, indicate that scientists removed "a synthetic growth hormone" from cadavers. This is nonsensical, as something synthetic, by definition, does not come from a natural source. Thus, A, B, and D can be eliminated based on their lack of clarity.

the change from active --> passive is appropriate here, because the subject of the second part isn't mentioned (or probably even known).
see, the scientists mentioned in the passage are the ones who learned how to synthesize the growth hormone, but they weren't necessarily the same ones who had to remove it. in order to render the second half in the active voice, you'd have to introduce a subject - awkward at best, because who would be the subject? not only that, but the subject is irrelevant: we don't care who had to remove the hormone from cadavers, only that it had to be removed from the cadavers.
remember this:
if the subject of a verb is unknown or irrelevant, use the passive voice.
analogy:
before Marconi and Braun laid the foundation for wireless telegraphy, messages had to be transmitted over wires or carried by hand.
there's no avoiding the passive voice in the second half, without introducing an awkward (and irrelevant) subject, as in 'people had to transmit messages'. that would detract considerably from the quality of the sentence.
--
choice e is wrong, because it starts out with an initial modifier lacking a subject; such modifiers MUST modify the noun IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING the comma. in the case of choice e, this would mean that 'it' (referring to the hormone itself) learned how to make the hormone. that's crazy.

12. The success of the program to eradicate smallpox has stimulated experts to
pursue what they had not previously considered possible -- better control, if not eradication, of the other infections such as measles and yaws.
A. what they had not previously considered possible -- better control, if not eradication, of the other infections such as

B. what they had not previously considered a possibility -- better control, if not
eradication, of such infections like

C. something they had not previously considered possible -- better control, if not
eradication, of such infections as

D. something not considered a previous possibility -- better control and perhaps
eradication, of other infections such as

E. the possibility of what they had not previously considered possible -- better
control and possibly eradication of infections like
Between B & C for me. The “the” in A changes the meaning. D & E sound weird.
“Such X like” is the wrong idiom

Between B & C it is between “such infections as” and “such infections like.” Also between “What” and “something” and “a possibility and possible”

There are 2 problems with A.
- Major problem is "THE other infections." THE is too definitive here, carrying the connotation of "every single one of the other infections." 
* THE is also incompatible with "such as":
- Correct: I never read this book, but I read the other books on the shelf.
- Correct: I never read this book, but I read other books on the shelf, such as "Right Hand, Left Hand" and "The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich."
- Incorrect: I never read this book, but I read the other books on the shelf, such as "Right Hand, Left Hand" and "The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich."
- Minor problem is "what they had not..." vs. "something they had not..." The "what" construction is awfully strong, suggesting that this was THE ONE THING they hadn't thought possible.
* As an analogy, compare the meanings of "I want to do what I love for a living" and "I want to do something I love for a living." The first suggests that the speaker has one particular field in mind; the second doesn't.

13 A study of food resources in the North Pacific between 1989 and 1996 revealed that creatures of the seabed were suffering from dwindling food supplies, possibly resulting from increasing sea surface temperatures during the same period.

a) that creatures of the seabed were suffering from dwindling food supplies, possibly resulting from increasing

b) that creatures of the seabed were suffering because food supplies were dwindling, possibly as a result of an increase in

c) that creatures of the seabed were suffering because of food supplies, which were dwindling possibly as a result of increasing

d) creatures of the seabed that were suffering from food supplies that were dwindling, possibly resulting from an increase in

e) creatures of the seabed that were suffering because food supplies were dwindling, which possibly resulted from increasing


as a result of is correct idiom to use here to show cause of "dwindling food supplies"

Choice (C) uses the relative pronoun "which" to introduce the modifying phrase "which were dwindling..." Anytime you see "which," you should check to make sure it is correctly refering to the noun immediately preceding the comma, in this case "food supplies." So, that modifier is OK...it is the food supplies that were dwindling.


The literal interpretation of A is that the food supplies themselves were the result of increasing sea surface temps. Remember, you can't use 'common sense' to patch up incorrect grammar.

14 The largest trade-book publisher in the US has announced the creation of a new digital imprint division, under which it will publish about 20 purely digital works to be sold online as either electronic books or downloadable copies that can be printed upon purchase.


A)  works to be sold online as either electronic books or
B)  works to sell them online, either as electronic books or
C)  works and it will sell them online as either electronic books or as
D)  works, and selling them online as either electronic books or as
E)  works, and it will sell them online as either electronic books or
* choice e, on the other hand, asserts that the publisher itself is going to sell the things. that's an immense change in meaning (and moreover, how many publishers sell their own books online?).

you are also correct that the construction 'to be sold' is passive voice. in fact, the passive voice is necessary here, because you don't know who is going to be selling the books. (compare the analogous sentence 'there is still plenty of food left to be eaten').
15. Recently documented examples of neurogenesis, the production of new brain cells, include the brain growing in mice when placed in a stimulating environment or neurons increasing in canaries that learn new songs.

A. the brain growing in mice when placed in a stimulating environment or neurons increasing in canaries that 

B. mice whose brains grow when they are placed in a stimulating environment or canaries whose neurons increase when they

C. mice's brains that grow when they are placed in a stimulating environment or canaries' neurons that increase when they

D. the brain growth in mice when placed in a stimulating environment or the increase in canaries' neurons when they

E. brain growth in mice that are placed in a stimulating environment or an increase in neurons in canaries that

Tough choice between D & E. This one relies heavily on meaning.

The mice aren't the example - the example is the brain growth. That eliminates B and C. A also breaks parallelism. And the other thing wrong with A, B, C and D is "when placed in a stimulating environment" - it sounds like they are referring only to the time that the mice are in the stimulating environment - but the brain growth is permanent. It doesn't shrink back down once the mice are no longer in the stimulating environment. Ditto for the increase in neurons in the canaries.
i will assume that you're wondering why the first part doesn't look more like the second part, i.e., why it doesn't say something along the lines of "growth in the brains of..."
this is because "brain growth" is much, much less wordy than that sort of alternative. and, unfortunately, there's really no way to write "an increase in neurons" in the form ADJ NOUN (as is done with "brain growth"), so that's about as parallel as you're going to get.

by the way, i really, really hate this question. i don't think "or" has any business being in this sentence; it should clearly be "and", because both of these are recently documented examples of neurogenesis.
i don't understand how they can write "or" with a straight face.
but, as we've said so many times on here, it's their playground, and they make the rules.
16. Less than 35 years after the release of African honeybees outside Sao Paulo, Brazil, their descendents, popularly known as killer bees, had migrated as far north as Southern Texas.

A. Less than 35 years after the release of African honeybees outside Sao Paulo, Brazil, 

B. In less than 35 years since releasing African honeybees outside Sao Paulo, Brazil,

C. In less than the 35 years since African honeybees had been released outside Sao Paulo, Brazil,

D. It took less than 35 years from the release of African honeybees outside Sao Paulo, Brazil, when

E. It took less than 35 years after the time that African honeybees were released outside Sao Paulo, Brazil, and then
Between A and C for me.

Two main splits:

(1) “Less than 35 years after” vs. “In less than (the) 35 years since.”

Not only is (A) 1 or 2 words shorter in this split, but the extra words in (B) and (C) don’t really serve a purpose. “In” is not necessary, as the meaning in all three is that within 35 years, the migration occurred. Likewise, the “the” is optional.

Also, there is a subtle meaning difference. “Since” is typically used for ongoing actions, implying that the bees were released 35 years ago and in the time “since” then the migration has occurred. I think this would require the non-underlined main verb to be “have migrated.” On the other hand, “after” simply means that whenever the release happened, by 35 years later on the time-line, the migration had already occurred. This justifies the use of the past perfect “had migrated” in the main clause of the sentence.

(2) The form of the word “release”

(A) “the release”: This is OK, as it is a noun. “…35 years after noun (the event, in this case the release of bees)

(B) “releasing”: The -ing form makes the entire phrase a modifier. It forces us to ask and answer the question “WHO released the bees?” The answer must follow the comma after the modifying phrase, but instead of a logical bee releaser (people), we find the bee’s descendents after the comma.

(C) “had been released”: passive voice, which could be OK, but we don’t really need it here. Generally, stick with active unless you need passive voice, or unless the other choices all have other errors.
17. The new image of Stone Age people as systematic hunters of large animals, rather than merely scavenging for meat, have emerged from the examination of tools found in Germany, including three wooden spears that archaeologists believe to be about 400,000 years old.

A. merely scavenging for meat, have emerged from the examination of tools found in Germany, including
B. as mere scavenging for meat, have emerged from examining tools found in Germany, which include

C. as mere meat scavengers, has emerged from examining tools found in Germany that includes

D. mere scavengers of meat, has emerged from the examination of tools found in Germany, which includes

E. mere scavengers of meat, has emerged from the examination of tools found in Germany, including
C is wrong because Germany doesn't include the three wooden spears.
Between D and E, I ended up with E since "which" *usually* refers to the preceding noun, which is Germany here. So it has the same problem in C.
However, I don't think that "including" modifies "emerge", "new image" or "Germany". What is the function of "including" here? It seems like modifying "tools". Can we really do that??
18. There is a widespread belief in the US and Western Europe that young people
have a smaller commitment to work and a career than their parents and
grandparents and that the source of the change lies in the collapse of the
'work ethic'. 

A. a smaller commitment to work and a career than their parents and grandparents 

B. less of a commitment to work and a career than their parents and grandparents 

C. a smaller commitment to work and a career than their parents and grandparents 

D. less of a commitment to work and a career than their parents and grandparents
had 

E. a lessening of the commitment to work and a career than their parents and
grandparents had
there is ambiguity if you eliminate the helping verb.
without the helping verb, there are two interpretations:
1: young people are less committed to work/career than WERE their parents/grandparents (the intended meaning)
2: young people are less committed to work/career than TO their parents/grandparents
19. Industrialization and modern methods of insect control have improved the standard of living around the globe while at the same time they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having gone virtually unregulated since they were developed more than 50 years ago.

A. while at the same time they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having

B. while at the same time introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants that have

C. while they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants at the same time, which have

D. but introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants at the same time that have

E. but at the same time introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having

Tough, between A and B for me. 
in choice b, you already have the words 'at the same time'. because gmat problems don't tolerate redundancy at all, it follows that 'while' must be interpreted as meaning 'whereas'. note the following: you can correctly use 'while' with the participle (introducing), but you cannot do so with 'but'.

if you are going to use 'but', you need either a completely new clause ('...but they have also introduced), or another verb that is parallel to the verb already used ('...but have also introduced').

20. An international team of astronomers working at telescopes in the Canary Islands and Spain has detected at least 18 huge gas spheres estimated to have 5 to 15 times the mass of Jupiter, the solar system’s largest planet.
A.) astronomers working at telescopes in the Canary Islands and Spain has detected at least 18 huge gas spheres estimated to have 5 to 15 times the mass of Jupiter

B.) astronomers working at telescopes in the Canary Islands and Spain has detected at least 18 huge gas spheres estimated to be 5 to 15 times Jupiter’s mass

C.) astronomers is working at telescopes in the Canary Islands and Spain, having detected at least 18 huge gas sphere that are estimated at 5 to 15 times the mass of Jupiter

D.) astronomers, working at telescopes in the Canary Islands and Spain, and has detected at least 18 huge gas spheres estimated at 5 to 15 times the mass of Jupiter

E.) astronomers, working at telescopes in the Canary Islands and Spain, has detected at least 18 huge gas spheres they have estimated to be 5 to 15 times Jupiter’s mass
the idiom 'estimated' is not only compatible with 'to be', but, rather, with any infinitive that makes sense in context. because of the nature of estimates themselves, most of these infinitives will be of verbs related to measurement; for instance, you could have any of the following:
the average adult blue whale is estimated to weigh x pounds.
this dinosaur is estimated to have stood x feet tall.
the jet stream, estimated to travel at y kilometers per hour, carries weather systems that...

you can also use estimate in the following type of construction (unrelated to the idiom you've posted, but still worth mentioning):
experts estimate that 200,000 more people will travel through the airport in 2008 than in 2007.
or
it is estimated that 200,000 more people will travel through the airport in 2008 than in 2007.

Estimated at" can be used correctly in other contexts, but for this sentence, what we're estimating is mass, and mass is something that you HAVE, not something that you ARE, and "estimated at" doesn't fully convey this.
21. Shipwrecks are more likely to be found undisturbed at great depths than in shallow costal waters, which exposes archaeological remains to turbulence and makes them accessible to anyone in scuba gear, whether they be archaeologist, treasure hunter, or sport diver.

A. than in shallow costal waters, which exposes archaeological remains to turbulence and makes them accessible to anyone in scuba gear, whether they be

B. than in shallow costal waters, where archaeological remains are exposed to turbulence and are accessible to anyone in scuba gear, whether

C. as opposed to shallow waters along the coast, where archaeological remains are exposed to turbulence and accessible to anyone in scuba gear, including

D. instead of in shallow waters along the coast, which exposes archaeological remains to turbulence and making them accessible to anyone in scuba gear, including an 

E. instead of shallow coastal waters, because it exposes archaeological remains to turbulence and make them accessible to anyone in scuba gear, whether

First of all, you can use the correct idiom 'more likely to be found ... than ...' to eliminate choices c, d, e right away. you can't write 'more likely ... as opposed to ...' or 'more likely ... instead of ...'; both of those are unidiomatic, and therefore incorrect, 100% of the time.

To decide, look no further than the 'which' in choice a, which is followed by the verb 'exposes'. that verb is singular, indicating that 'which' must refer to something singular - and there are no singular nouns in that part of the sentence at all. ('whether they be' is also unnecessarily wordy.)

22. As the former chair of the planning board for 18 consecutive years and a board member for 28 years, Joan Philkill attended more than 400 meetings and reviewed more than 700 rezoning applications.

A. As the former

B. The former

C. Former

D. She was

E. As the

23. Unlike most severance packages, which require workers to stay until the last day scheduled to collect, workers at the automobile company are eligible for its severance package even if they find a new job before they are terminated. 

A. the last day scheduled to collect, workers at the automobile company are eligible for its severance package 

B. the last day they are scheduled to collect, workers are eligible for the automobile company's severance package

C. their last scheduled day to collect, the automobile company offers its severance package to workers

D. their last scheduled day in order to collect, the automobile company's severance package is available to workers

E. the last day that they are scheduled to collect, the automobile company's severance package is available to workers

if you say "the last day that they are scheduled to collect", this means that "day" must be a direct object.
this makes no sense, unless the employees are collecting days (which they clearly aren't).
--
another example:
"the time that we were scheduled to meet" is incorrect. the literal reading of this (which is the only reading you care about, by the way) is that you were scheduled to meet the time itself. (ron: "hi, time!" time: "hi, ron!")
(in case you're wondering, the correct way to say this would be "the time at which we were scheduled to meet", since the preposition "at" must be conserved.)
24.  An international group of more than 2,000 scientists project an average global warming that will be between 1.8 and 6.3 degrees Fahrenheit by the year 2000.

A. project an average global warming that will be between 1.8 and

B. project an average global warming to be from 1.8 to

C. project global warming that will average between 1.8 and

D. projects global warming to average from 1.8 to

E. projects an average global warming of between 1.8 and

Whats the difference between D & E?


Ohh..you want an average global warming. Global Warming does not average.
well, d has two problems, at least:
- 'projects X to do Y' is unidiomatic. (you can just say 'projects NOUN', as is done in choice e, or you can say something like 'projects that X will do Y').
- an average is a single data point, so there's no such thing as 'averag[ing] from 1.8 to 6.3'. on the other hand, it's quite possible for a single data point to fall between two given values.

i've seen 'of between' in this sense before - think of the phrase 'between 1.8 and 6.3' as standing for a single number, and parse the sentence accordingly (it reads as if it said 'average g.w. of 5 degrees', for instance) - so, if the original poster has copied the problem correctly, we now know that the gmat accepts that construction.

25. Ozone reaches high concentrations twelve miles above Earth, where it has long appeared that it was immune from human influence; we have now realized, though, that emissions of industrial chlorofluorocarbons deplete the ozone layer.

A) has long appeared that it was immune from 

B) has long appeared to have been immune from

C) has long appeared as being immune to

D) had long appeared immune to

E) had long appeared that it was immune to

26. The electronics company has unveiled what it claims to be the world’s smallest network digital camcorder, the length of which is that of a handheld computer, and it weighs less than 11 ounces.

A. to be the world’s smallest network digital camcorder, the length of which is that of a handheld computer, and it weighs

B. to be the smallest network digital camcorder in the world, which is as long as a handheld computer, weighing

C. is the smallest network digital camcorder in the world, which is as long as a handheld computer, and it weighs

D. is the world’s smallest network digital camcorder, which is as long as a handheld computer and weighs 

E. is the world’s smallest network digital camcorder, the length of which is that of a handheld computer, weighing

Hei - They are claiming that it IS something - not that it "to be" something - so, no, we wouldn't use "to be" here. We'd say "the company has unveiled what it claims is the world's smallest..."
I could say, though, "she claims to be a violinist, but I've heard her play and she's terrible." So there are circumstances in which you could use "claim to be" - but this isn't one of them.
if you encounter a problem on which ALL of the answer choices become absurd if you attribute the 'which' in this way, THEN, and only then, should you start assigning the 'which' to the entire noun + prepositional phrase construction. in general, the gmat is not very liberal at all with its use of 'which', so following the 'right next to the comma' rule should get you through most everything.

27. Since 1990 the global economy has grown more than it did during the 10000 years from the beginning of agriculture to 1950. 

A. Since 1990 the global economy has grown more than it did during the 10000 years from the beginning of agriculture 

B. Since 1990 the growth of global economy has been more than that during 10000 years, from when agriculture began

C. The growth of the global economy since 1990 exceeds that which had been for 10000 years from the beginning of agriculture.

D. The growth of the global economy since 1990 exceeds what it has been for 10000 years, from when agriculture began

E. The growth of the global economy since 1990 exceeds what it did for the 10000 years from the beginning of agriculture.
Is the issue with D "has been?" Can't be in present perfect because the growth rate from the start of agriculture to 1950 is no longer continuing?

you can't use 'that' in this sort of construction, because constructions using 'that of' (or other preposition after 'that') must have EXACTLY parallel structures. in other words, if the second half says 'that during 10,000 years', then the preceding half must say 'the growth of ___ during something else' (or some other time preposition, such as before or after, in place of during).
there's nothing ungrammatical about 'from when', because the clause starting with 'when' is a perfectly legitimate noun clause (i.e., 'when agriculture began' serves as a noun. however:
- it's possible that the gmat does consider such constructions wrong; the only way to tell is to see if they say so in any official answer choices
- regardless of where the gmat stands on the issue, 'the beginning of agriculture' is unquestionably better than 'when agriculture began' (i.e., an actual noun is almost always superior to a circuitous noun clause, when possible)
28. The spectacular disintegration of a comet last year in full view of ground- and space-based telescopes provided new insights into how comets form and thus may force a rethinking of the role of comets in the delivery of organic compounds to the evolving earth. 

A.) The spectacular disintegration of a comet last year in full view of ground- and space-based telescopes provided new insights into how comets form and thus may force 
B.) The spectacular disintegration of a comet last year in full view of ground- and space-based telescopes, provided new insights into how comets form and thus possibly forcing 

C.) When a comet's spectacular disintegration occured in full view of ground- and space-based telescopes last year, it provided new insights into how comets form and thus possibly forcing 

D.) Last year, in full view of ground- and space-based telescopes, a comet's spectacular disintegration provided new insights into how comets form and thus possibly forcing 
E.) Last year, in full view of ground- and space-based telescopes, the spectacular disintegration of a comet has provided new insights into how comets form and may thus force
Can “in full view” come after “last year”?
29.  There are hopeful signs that we are shifting away from our heavy reliance on fossil fuels: more than ten times as much energy is generated through wind power now than it was in 1990

A) generated through wind power now than it was

B) generated through wind power now as it was

C) generated through wind power now as was the case

D) now generated through wind power as it was

E) now generated through wind power than was the case
"as was the case" isn't a pronoun, so it doesn't refer just to a single noun. It can refer to an entire clause. So, C could read "more than ten times as much energy is generated now... as (energy) was generated in 1990."
there are two splits you should use to narrow down this problem:

(1) the second half of the construction 'ten times as much ... ____' is as, not than. therefore, you can eliminate answers (a) and (e), which contain 'than'. (i'm assuming that (e) is supposed to say 'than', not 'then'; i don't think the gmat problems would that blatant an error)

(2) the pronoun 'it' is inappropriate, because 'it' must refer to the ENTIRETY of the noun phrase serving as an antecedent.
for instance, the following is an improper sentence: last year's attendance was ten thousand greater than it was this year
in the above sentence, the pronoun 'it' must necessarily refer to last year's attendance, not just attendance.
the problem in this post has the same issue: the pronoun 'it' must refer to more than ten times as much energy, not just energy - an interpretation that makes no logical sense. therefore, all answer choices containing the pronoun 'it' are wrong.

if you don't like '...than was the case', you should learn to like it; this is one of those phrases that the gmat writers use to refer to concepts that don't fit under the usage constraints of traditional pronouns. (another popular one of these constructions is 'do so'.)
for an official problem that illustrates the same sort of problem with 'it', check out #34 in the purple og11 verbal supplement (please don't post any specifics of this problem here).
If we use "that" instead of "it", will it correct the sentence? Since "it" must refer to the same thing and "that" can refer to another instance.


no, since there is no construction that is properly parallel with "that in 1990".
here are two illustrations:
* the air quality of las vegas in 2007 was higher than that in 1997
--> CORRECT
note the perfect parallelism
(the air quality of las vegas) (in 2007)
parallel to
(that) (in 1997)

* the air quality of las vegas was higher in 2007 than that in 1997
--> INCORRECT
this isn't parallel; the left-hand structure is interrupted by a verb, while the right-hand structure contains no such verb.
30. The Sports Medicine Programs of the Olympic Training Center, a complex where final try outs are held for athletes representing the US in the Olympics, is geared toward enhancing athletes' performance and toward their preparation for international competition.

A.) is geared toward enhancing athletes' performance and toward their preparation

B.) is geared to enhance the performance of athletes and to prepare them
C.) are geared to enhance athletes performance and their preparation
D.) are geared toward the enhancement of athletes' performance and toward preparing them
E.)  are geared toward enhancing the performance of athletes and preparing them

31. A recent review of pay scales indicates that CEO’s now earn an average of 419 times more pay than blue-collar workers, compared to a ratio of 42 times in 1980. 

 

A. that CEO’s now earn an average of 419 times more pay than blue-collar workers, compared to a ratio of 42 times 

B. that, on average, CEO’s now earn 419 times the pay of blue-collar workers, a ratio that compares to 42 times 

C. that, on average, CEO’s now earn 419 times the pay of blue-collar workers, as compared to 42 times their pay, the ratio 

D. CEO’s who now earn on average 419 times more pay than blue-collar workers, as compared to 42 times their pay, the ratio 

E. CEO’s now earning an average of 419 times the pay of blue-collar workers, compared to the ratio of 42 times
the real problems with choice a:
- 'the ratio of 42 times' is redundant; it'd be good enough just to say '42 times'. note that the word 'ratio' is not redundant in choices c-d, since it's being used as a modifier to make a logical connection.
- it doesn't say 42 times what. not only is that unacceptably vague, but it also breaks parallelism.

The "as compared to" indicates a comparison, with the format X, as compared to Y. One is not modifying the other - rather, the two are being compared in a parallel manner
For B:

specifically:
you can't just write "42 times" by itself. it has to be 42 times something.
if it's 42 times something that was mentioned previously, or 42 times something that is in parallel structure to something that was mentioned previously, then you could use a relative pronoun (i.e., something like "42 times that in 1990", etc).

but you can't just leave "42 times" hanging out alone.

percentages, on the other hand, can be referenced by themselves (as long as context, somewhere else, clearly indicates what the percent is of).
for instance, you can say "80% of the X's are male, up from 67% five years ago". here, the second percentage is understood to be also "of the X's".

Is B wrong only because of the meaning?

well, i'm 99% sure that 
"that compares to..."
is wrong.
i say this is unidiomatic; you want "(as) compared to/with".
--
it IS possible to use "compares" as a standalone verb, but i'm pretty sure you can't do so unless you attach an adjective, such as "favorably", to it:
this performance compares favorably to last week's. --> i.e., it's better

As per example that Ron earns 10 times more than Bush. Shouldn't it be Ron earns 10 times more than Bush does? Ron/Stacey, please clear my doubts on this aspect.
Thanks


remember that comparisons, like other parallel structures, are flexible in terms of the words coming before the parallel markers. it's only the words that come after the parallel markers - i.e., the words on the RIGHT side of the parallel construction - that are "locked in" for sure.
you don't have to count all the words on the left!
when you look at a parallel structure, look at the element on the RIGHT first.
then, look on the LEFT, and see whether anything logically matches it.
this goes not only for comparisons, but also for other parallel constructions.
for instance, ALL of the following are correct:
tom runs more often than dave.
tom runs more often than dave does.
tom runs more often than dave walks.
in the first one, the right-hand parallel element is "dave". the left-hand parallel element is "tom". this is properly parallel.
in the second one, the right-hand parallel element is "dave does". the left-hand parallel element is "tom runs". this is properly parallel.
in the third one, the right-hand parallel element is "dave walks". the left-hand parallel element is "tom runs". this is properly parallel.
--
so, in your examples:
ron earns ten times more than bush
ron earns ten times more than bush does
ron earns ten times more than bush earns
all correct.
--
the only time when you MUST use an auxiliary verb (such as "does") is when the sentence is ambiguous if you don't.
for instance:
i know more about shakespeare than my brother
--> ambiguous, since this could mean one of the following 2 things:
(1) my knowledge of shakespeare is better than my brother's;
(2) i know more information about shakespeare than about my own brother.


in this case, we'd have to say "...than my brother does" (or "than does my brother"), if we been #1. if we mean #2, we'd have to say "...than about my brother".
32. The computer company has announced that it will purchase the color-printing division of a rival company for $950 million, which is part of a deal that will make it the largest manufacturer in the office color-printing market,

A) million, which is part of a deal that will make

B) million, a part of a deal that makes

C) million, part of a deal making

D) million as a part of a deal to make

E) million as part of a deal that will make

What does "as part of" modify? The entire preceding clause?
yes.
if you wanted to modify just the preceding noun, you'd use the following type of structure:
three days ago he received a payment for $1000, part of the long-overdue pension that had been delayed for various bureaucratic reasons.
i'd use part of for things that are more abstract in nature, and/or where the divisions between the "parts" aren't quite as clear (confidence, in addition to skill, is part of what's necessary for success in this game), and a part of for clear, literal distinctions in which the parts can be neatly partitioned off (the arm is a part of the human body).

Ron, could you please explain why D is wrong ("to make" vs "that will make")?
if you use the infinitive "to make", then the computer company is still the subject of the sentence. therefore, in this case you have to use the reflexive pronoun: itself. as an analogy, i can't look at me in the mirror, but i can look at myself in the mirror. same deal.
in choice (e), "...that will make..." shifts the role of subject to deal, so a reflexive pronoun is no longer needed. in fact, the reflexive pronoun would be absurd in this case, since a deal obviously can't make itself the largest manufacturer in the market.

33. Many teenagers undergo stress, but results of a recent study indicate that the patterns of stress that girls experience are more likely to result in depression than are those that boys experience. 

A are those that boys experience 

B what boys experience 

C boys’ experience would 

D boys’ stress patterns do 

E stress patterns of boys

The sentence is making a comparison, so we have to make sure the comparison makes logical sense and is parallel.
Part of the comparison is girls' stress patterns, so I need to mention stress patterns of boys. B and C are out. (A uses the pronoun "those" to refer to stress patterns, so it stays in.)
Also, I'm specifically comparing how likely the two different patterns are to result in depression- it's not just a straight comparison between different patterns, but the effects of the different patterns - so the comparison needs to indicate this too. This is likely going to be accomplished via a verb, so E is out.
That leaves me with A and D. A uses the same verb in the same tense ("are") while D introduces a new verb ("do"). A also follows a similar format for the rest: "patterns of stress that girls experience" and "those that boys experience." D doesn't. A is more parallel, so that's what I would choose.
34. Patience Lovell Wright, whose traveling waxworks exhibit preceded Madame Tuscan’s work by 30 years, became well known as much because of having an eccentric personality as for having skillfully rendered popular public figures in wax. 

(A)well known as much because of having an eccentric personality as for having skillfully rendered popular public figures in wax 
(B)well known as much for having an eccentric personality as for skillful wax renderings of popular public figures. 
(C)well known as much because of her eccentric personality as she was for her skillful wax renderings of popular public figures. 
(D)as well known for having an eccentric personality as having skillfully rendered popular public figures in wax. 
(E)as well known for her eccentric personality as for her skillful wax renderings of popular public figures.
Chose B, should have gotten this correct if I took more time.
choice b exhibits poor parallelism: 
having an eccentric personality, a gerund phrase, is placed in parallel with skilful wax renderings..., a noun phrase.

choice e exhibits proper parallelism, in that both of the parallel items are noun phrases (the principal nouns being personality and renderings).

choice a: bad parallelism
because of... is not parallel to for...

choice c: extremely bad parallelism
- one part is a phrase (because of ...), and the other part is a complete clause (she was for her ...)
- same issue as choice a, because vs. for
choice d: bad parallelism
- you can't get rid of the 'for' in the second part (it should be '...as for having...')
- wordy (compare with the compact wording in choice e)

35. The government predicts that, for consumers and businesses that make a large number of long-distance calls, the Federal communication's recent telephone rate cuts will greatly reduce costs, though some consumer groups disagree with the government's estimates, suggesting they are too optimistic.
A. The government predicts that, for consumers and businesses that make a large number of long-distance calls, the Federal communication's recent telephone rate cuts will greatly reduce costs,
B. The government predicts that costs will be greatly reduced for consumers and businesses that make a large number of long-distance calls by the Federal Communication Commission's telephone rate cuts,
C. The government's prediction is, for consumers and businesses making a large number of long-distance calls, costs will be greatly reduced by the recent telephone rate cuts made by the Federal Communications Commission,
D. For consumers and businesses that make large number of long-distance calls, the government prediction that the Federal Communication's recent telephone rate cuts will greatly reduce costs,
E. For consumers and businesses making a large number of long-distance calls, the government predicts that the recent telephone rate cuts that the Federal Communications Commission has made will greatly reduce costs,
I do not see too much wrong with A off the bat other than it has many commas. E looks okay.

I'll assume that the question is "why A and not E?"
The problem with choice E is in the placement of the modifier ("For consumers and businesses making a large number of..."). Since this comes before the main clause, "the government predicts...", the implication is that the government is making a prediction for the sake of those consumers and businesses: the prediction is "for" them - and may not even mean that their rates will fall!
Choice A, on the other hand, correctly captures the intended meaning of the sentence: The government is making a general prediction (it's not a prediction aimed at anybody in particular), about the rate cuts that will be experienced by certain individuals.

the passive voice is indeed a problem, because it's unnecessary. (remember that the passive voice should only be employed when there's a fairly compelling reason to use it.) in choice b especially, there's also an unacceptably long distance between the passive-voice action (will be greatly reduced) and the agent of that action (by the ...).
one thing you should definitely notice in choice c is the wordiness of 'the government's prediction is'. constructions like that, which can easily be replaced by more compact forms ('the government predicts') with no change in meaning, are ALWAYS wrong. (also, you need the word 'that' after 'is'.)
the prepositional phrase at the beginning of choice e is an example of a dangling modifier: one isn't quite sure exactly what it's supposed to modify. according to the strict rules followed by the gmat, this phrase should technically modify the action directly following the comma (the government predicts), which doesn't make sense: the government is not making predictions for the benefit of consumers and businesses (rather, it is merely making projections).

To see that the comma is OK in (A), you might try reading it without the phrase set off by commas:
"The government predicts that the Federal communication's recent telephone rate cuts will greatly reduce costs..."
= X predicts that Y will Z.
You could also read it as if that limiting phrase is parenthetical:
"The government predicts that (for consumers and businesses that make a large number of long-distance calls) the Federal communication's recent telephone rate cuts will greatly reduce costs... "
= X predicts that (just for some people) Y will Z.
The meaning difference boils down to the placement of the "for" phrase. What exactly is FOR the people and companies mentioned? If it is the fact that the rate cuts will reduce their costs, then place the phrase close to that, as in (A). If it is the government, or the government prediction, then place the phrase next to "the government predicts," as in (E).

36.  Scientists at the Los Alamos National Laboratory have succeeded for the first time in mining heat from the Earth’s interior and producing energy on a commercial scale, enough for efficient generation of electricity and heating factories and homes.
A. and producing energy on a commercial scale, enough for efficient generation of electricity and heating

B. and producing enough energy on a commercial scale for electricity to be generated efficiently and to heat

C. for energy production on a commercial scale, enough for generating electricity efficiently and to heat

D. to produce energy on a commercial scale, enough for generating electricity efficiently and for heating

E. to produce enough energy on a commercial scale for efficient generation of electricity and heat

Between D & E. E is worse becase it makes it seem like they succeed in producing enough energy rther than in simply producing energy.  This changed the meaning. Also E is way off in the end with “heat”
Why is e wrong? Could "to produce" be parallel to "heat" (the to is implied)? Is the problem w/ "e" a change in meaning? Thanks

yes.
two ways you could look at it, both of which reach the same conclusion anyway:
(a) the logical parallelism is between generating electricity and heating homes/factories. therefore, any construction that creates parallelism between elements other than these is incorrect.
or
(b) the parallelism in the original choice, which makes sense and therefore must be followed, is between those two things. therefore, any answer choice putting other elements in parallel constitutes an unacceptable change in meaning.

either way you will conclude that (e) is incorrect.

37A.. In addition to her work on the Miocene hominid fossil record, Mary Leakey contributed to archaeology with her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and painstakingly documenting East African cave paintings.
A.  Leakey contributed to archaeology with her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and painstakingly documenting

B.  Leakey contributed to archaeology by her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and by painstakingly documenting

C.  Leakey was a contributor to archaeology with her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and with her painstaking documentation of

D.  Leakey’s contributions to archaeology include her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and her painstaking documentation of

E.  Leakey’s contributions to archaeology include her discovering the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and painstaking documentation of
C is parallel but does not use the right idiom. We can say she was a contributor to archaelogy via or due to her discovery of (etc) but not that she was a contributer with (etc). A, B, and E both break parallelism.

In this case, the right answer might actually look wrong to many people (which often happens on tricky questions). The opening phrase is talking about her work and saying "in addition to" her work on the fossil record - so we need to say what it is that is referring to this work. Her work on the fossil record was one of her contributions, just as her discovery of hominid activity was one of her contributions. But that's pretty subtle - if you're reading too quickly, you'll think that the opening modifier is referring to Mary Leakey and so we need to have her follow the comma. (But that's not really what's going on - what's actually going on is that we have a list of 3 contributions, but one comes at the beginning of the sentence and the other two come towards the end.)

A simpler sentence with the same set-up:
In addition to food, the mother's contributions to her child include shelter and love.

And as a straight list:
The mother's contributions to her child include food, shelter, and love.
Mary Leakey's contributions to archaelogy include her work on the Miocene hominid fossil record, her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity, and her painstaking documentation of East African paintings.

"contributed ... by" would only be appropriate in this context if it were followed by verb-ING.
e.g., "she contributed to archaeology by discovering..."
37B In addition to her work on the Miocene hominid fossil record, Mary Leakey contributed to archaeology through her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and through her painstaking documentation of East African cave paintings.

A. Mary Leakey contributed to archaeology through her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and through her painstaking documentation of

B. Mary Leakey contributed to archaeology by her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and painstakingly documenting

C. Mary Leakey was a contributor to archaeology by discovering the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and with her painstaking documentation of

D. Mary Leakey's contributions to archaeology include her discovery of the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and painstakingly documenting

E. Mary Leakey's contributions to archaeology include her discovering the earliest direct evidence of hominid activity and painstaking documentation of
38. George Washington dedicated his life to the economic strengthening of the south with improvement of soil and diversification of corps.
A. the economic strengthening of the south with improvement of soil and diversification of corps.

B. strengthening the economy in the south with soil improvement and diversification of crops.

C. strengthening the economy of the south through soil improvement and crop diversification.

D. the strengthening of the economy of the south through improving soil and crop diversifying

E. the economic strengthening in the south with improving soil and diversifying crop.

What does the original sentence mean? He wanted to make the south stronger economically. Then I have "with" 2 things. Is this HOW he tried to strengthen the south's economy? Are these two entirely separate things he also dedicated his life to? It should be the former (otherwise, what are these other random concepts doing there?), but the word "with" doesn't actually indicate any intent or cause-effect relationship. Elim A. Also B and E.
C and D both use "through" which now actually indicates an appropriate cause/effect relationship. D, however, says we're going to strengthen the economy through "improving soil and crop diversifying" - that's not parallel. You'd have to say "diversifying crops."
another thing wrong in option A is that "the economic strengthening" literal meaning is that strengthening of South in econominical way using the minimum of time or resources etc...... 

both of the alternatives you ask about change the meaning of the sentence. if you say "economic strengthening in the south", we don't know who or what is being strengthened in the south. if you use "with" it sounds like the soil improvement and crop diversification are helping with the economic strengthening rather than acting as the conduits for this strengthening..

39. Taste buds are onion-shaped structures with between 50 and 100 taste cells, each of them has fingerlike projections poking through the opening located at the top of the taste bud called the taste pore.
A. them has fingerlike projections poking through the opening located at the top of the taste bud called the taste pore

B. them that have fingerlike projections that poke through an opening located at the top of the taste bud, which they call the taste pore
C. which has fingerlike projections poking through the opening, called the taste pore, located at the top of taste bud

D. which having fingerlike projections that poke through an opening, which is called the taste pore, located at the top of the taste bud

E. which have fingerlike projections that are poking through an opening located at the top of the taste bud called the taste pore
'them' in choice a is a big big BIG error that should jump out and scream at you.
namely, that sentence is a 'comma splice': a sentence in which two independent clauses (i.e., sentences that can stand on their own as complete sentences, not subordinated to any other main clause) are joined together by a comma. that phenomenon, which creates one type of 'run-on' sentence, is ALWAYS wrong. no exceptions. choice c avoids that problem by using a genuine subordinate clause, subordinated by 'each of which...' (a relative pronoun).

the following part of choice a is also problematic:
at the top of the taste bud called the taste pore
this phrasing seems to suggest that the taste bud itself is called the taste pore, when, in fact, that name is meant to refer to the opening mentioned earlier. at best, the phrasing is ambiguous, and, at worst, it refers explicitly to the wrong thing.
40. To meet the rising marketing demand for fish and seafood, suppliers are growing fish twice as fast as their natural growth rate, cutting their feed allotment by nearly half and raising them on special diets.

A. their natural growth rate, cutting their feed allotment 

B. their natural growth rate, their feed allotment cut

C. growing them naturally, cutting their feed allotment

D. they grow naturally, cutting their feed allotment

E. they grow naturally, with their feed allotment cut
Between A & D for me.

1) Why is a wrong?
in this case, you have a problem of redundancy:
a RATE can't be FAST.
* the rate can be high;
* the increase itself can be fast.
similarly, 
a height can't be tall (a person can be tall, or a height can be greater than...)
a bank account can't be rich (a person can be rich, or a bank account can contain a large amount of money)
etc.
(c) suggests that even natural growth still has to be performed by the suppliers.

lest you think this is just a matter of excessive nitpicking on our part, this difference is corroborated by several official problems.

in answer choice c, 'growing them naturally' appears to be parallel to 'growing fish twice as fast...' therefore, the default interpretation of this sentence is that the suppliers are growing the fish (at 2x the normal rate), yet somehow also growing the fish naturally (at the normal rate). not only is this nonsensical, but it alters the meaning of the original sentence.

A,B & C all have an improper comparison
However, as we've seen again and again and again and again, not all ambiguous pronouns are incorrect!
so here's the simplest way of making the decision:

1) if you see an AMBIGUOUS PRONOUN that is REPLACED BY THE CORRECT NOUN in OTHER ANSWER CHOICES, then ELIMINATE the ambiguous pronoun and keep the specific noun.

for an example, see problem 68 in the blue verbal supplement, in which "them" is split against "these companies".

HOWEVER,

2) if you see an ambiguous pronoun that is NOT replaced by the correct noun in any of the other answer choices, then DON'T eliminate!

for an example, see problem 21 in the blue verbal supplement (in which the correct answer contains a technically ambiguous pronoun).

or see the problem in this thread!

also:

in general, OBJECTS OF PREPOSITIONS are very rarely the antecedents of pronouns. (i won't say never -- but rarely enough that, if you have to make a random guess, this is probably a pretty good standard by which to make such a guess.)

for instance:

if you have "the cat in the box", then it is very unlikely that a pronoun will be able to stand for "box".

see #29 in the blue verbal supplement, choices (a) and (b).
41.  Mideast immigrants’ rates of entrepreneurship exceed virtually every other immigrant groups in the increasingly divers United States economy.
A.  Mideast immigrants’ rates of entrepreneurship exceed

B.  Mideast immigrants are exhibiting rates of entrepreneurship exceeding

C.  Immigrants from the Mideast exhibit rates of entrepreneurship exceeding those of

D.  The rates of entrepreneurship in immigrants from the Mideast exceed

E.  The rates of Mideast immigrants’ entrepreneurship exceeds those of

This deals with comparison so I was able to narrow it down. Why C over E? Becase rates exceed, you can’t say rates exceeds.

My question is would E be correct if we change "exceeds" to "exceed"?

no, (c) is still better.

here are a couple of reasons / observations.

* in general, "X's rate of Y" is preferred to "the rate of X's Y". i would probably just chalk this one up to idiomatic usage, although (as usual) there are subtle differences that are far beyond the scope of the gmat.

for instance, salesman X's rate of success is better than the rate of salesman X's success.

* "Mideast immigrants" is wrong; "immigrants from the Mideast" is better. ("Mideast" can't be used as an adjective of nationality, for the same reason you can't say "Asia people" in place of "people from Asia".)
Will the following be correct?
The characters in Restrepo's novel are more realistic than in Yepes's
no. since the comparison is meant to be between two sets of characters, you need characters... vs. those...
if you just do that, then you're implying that the same characters are in both books.

42. Unlike using spices for cooking, in medicinal usage they are taken in large quantities in order to treat particular maladies.

A) Unlike using spices for cooking, in medicinal usage they are taken

B) Unlike spices that are used in cooking, in using spices for medicine, they are taken

C) Unlike cooking with spices, taking spices for medicinal use is done

D) In cooking, small quantities of spices are used, whereas in medicinal usage spices are taken

E) In cooking, the usage of spices is in small quantities, whereas in medicinal usage they are taken

D over E because of parallelism & meaning. 

In (D) - '...spices are used' and 'spices are taken' are parallel. 

In (E) - '.. 'the usage of spices is small quantities' and '..in medical usage they are taken' are not parallel.
choice e literally says that the usage of spices is 'in small quantities', which is not the proper message. this could mean that you don't use spices very often, but, when you do, you dump 14 kilos of allspice and 12 kilos of paprika in your pan. 

the sentence needs to convey the message that the spices are the things of which quantities are small. choice d conveys this message well.
Not C becase we can’t say that “taking spices is done in large quantities”
43. Paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould has argued that many biological traits are not the products of natural selection, favored due to their enhancement of reproduction or survival, but that they are simply random by-products of other evolutionary developments. 

A due to their enhancement of reproduction or survival, but that they are

B due to the reproduction or survival they enhance, but they are

C because they enhance reproduction or survival, but 

D because they enhance reproduction or survival, but are

E because of enhancing reproduction or survival, but are

Lesson: check for rules and sense.

Parallelism is at hand here as well as meaning:
I am not clear why the answer is D. "~are not ~, but are~" doesn't seem parallel. Rather, "~are not ~, but ~" in C seems better. Thank you.
Your first thought here probably was - and should be - parallelism. However, you're right that 'are not ... but are' and 'are not ... but' would both be legitimately parallel constructions in this context. So, the reasoning goes, we should take the one with one fewer word. Right?

Here's the problem: In the context of this longer, more complicated sentence, the 'but' (without 'are' after it) is, unfortunately, ambiguous. Consider this sentence:

Jimmy was not the typical class president, loved by most of the students, but hated by a fair number as well.
The most probable reading here is that all of the words 'loved by most of the students, but also hated by a fair number as well' are a description of 'the typical class president.' However, it's also possible that just "loved by most of the students" describes that phrase. So there are 2 interpretations:
1) Jimmy was not the typical class president, loved by most of the students, but hated by a fair number as well. --> in which the entire colored description attaches to “the typical class president”

2) Jimmy was not the typical class president, loved by most of the students, but hated by a fair number as well. --> in which “the typical class president” is described as someone who is loved by most students; in this instance, jimmy is contrasted with the typical class president because some people also hate him.

If you look at choice C, it can be read this way; one could (probably should, even) take ALL the words '...favored because they enhance reproduction or survival, but simply random byproducts...' as an elaboration on the phrase 'products of natural selection'. 

It's harder to see than in the example of Jimmy, above, for two reasons:

(1) Because of the way the original sentence is written, you're biased toward reading the sentence the way it's 'supposed' to be written. (In the example with Jimmy, there's no prompt sentence, so you're free to read it as you like.)

(2) It's longer.
there are two ways of reading the sentence if choice c is inserted. here they are, with the boldface in each indicating exactly what is construed as a modifier:

1) Paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould has argued that many biological traits are not the products of natural selection, favored because they enhance reproduction or survival, but simply random by-products of other evolutionary developments. --> this is the most obvious reading

2) Paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould has argued that many biological traits are not the products of natural selection, favored because they enhance reproduction or survival, but simply random by-products of other evolutionary developments. --> counterintuitive if you know anything about evolutionary biology, but grammatically ok -- and therefore a competing interpretation, which is fatal to clarity.

remember two things.
a -- you are not allowed to use 'common sense' to resolve the meaning of a sentence. if there are two grammatically acceptable interpretations, then it's a bad sentence. period. whether one interpretation is more realistic matters not.
b -- most importantly, the gmat is the 'native speaker'. what it says goes, and that's simply the end of it. if you still like choice c better than choice d, you have two options left: 
first option: accept the fact that the gmat disagrees with you, give in, and get analogous problems correct when you encounter them.
second option: continue to resist the gmat's version of correct english, fight an uphill battle, and get problems wrong.
pick your poison.

with that said, please don't hesitate to criticize our problems. we always strive to better our materials, and have the utmost gratitude for your feedback.

--

and as for bumping this thread after two months' inactivity... impressive!

44. The Environmental Protection Agency frequently puts mandatory controls on toxic substances that present as little risk as one in a million chances to cause cancer.

A. as little risk as one in a million chances to cause

B. as little risk as one chance in a million of causing

C. as little risk as one chance in a million that it will cause

D. a risk as little as one chance in a million for causing
E. a risk as little as one chance in a million for it to cause
whoa, you guys are missing the main point here: the word whose idiomatic usage is being tested is risk, not chance. 

this is a bit hard to see in this particular sentence, so here's an analogy (which i'm making up on the spot - not part of an official question): 

as small a collection as three pirated albums has occasionally drawn the attention of the recording industry. 

in this case, 'collection', not 'albums', is the subject of 'has drawn' (which can be inferred from the fact that 'has' is singular). 

this is the case because this sentence is equivalent to the following rearranged version: 

a collection as small as three pirated albums has occasionally drawn the attention of the recording industry. 

-- 

the same reasoning applies here; you're looking for idiomatic usage that agrees with 'risk', not 'chance'. 

-- 

the last poster is correct in one sense, which is that there are correct idiomatic usages of 'chance to'. 

HOWEVER, 

the last poster is incorrect in this particular scenario, because 'chance to' is NOT used when 'chance' refers to a mathematical probability (as it does in this context). in the case of mathematical probabilities, you can only use 'chance of'. 

for instance, you can't say this treatment has a 70% chance to cure the disease; you have to say chance of curing. 

hth!
45. Hydrocarbons, with which fruit flies perfume themselves in species-specific blends, are known to be important in courtship, and apparently this assists flies that taste the hydrocarbons on prospective mates to distinguish their own species from that of others.

A. and apparently this assists flies that taste the hydrocarbons on prospective mates to distinguish their own species from that of
B. and apparently this assists flies when they taste the hydrocarbons on prospective mates in distinguishing their own species from those of

C. which apparently assists flies that tastes the hydrocarbons on prospective mates in being able to distinguish their own species from

D. apparently assisting flies to taste the hydrocarbons on prospective mates to distinguish their own species from those of

E. apparently assisting flies that taste the hydrocarbons on prospective mates in distinguishing their own species from
Tough, I was only able to narrow it down based off the “that of…those of…” at the end of the   sentence. This got me to C and E and then since C had the “which,” I ruled that out.

choice d: you're right that 'those of others' is problematic; it should just be 'others' (it's clear that the intention is to refer to other species, not to something of other species).

another huge problem with choice d is its total distortion of the sentence's original meaning.
- the original meaning is that hydrocarbons assist those flies that happen to taste them in species identification.
- choice d asserts that hydrocarbons somehow help flies to taste hydrocarbons (other ones?) with the intention** of species identification, which is a whole different ballgame.

**the infinitive can signal intention, or purpose, in this sort of context. for instance,
i ran over the glass in the road, flattening my tire --> the flattening of the tire was a result, but no information is given as to whether i intended it (i probably didn't)
i ran over the glass in the road to flatten my tire --> for some reason, i actually wanted to flatten the tire, so i chose this particular method of doing so.

from what i've seen, 'assist ... in' is the generally preferred form. i'm not so confident as to say that 'assist X to do y' is just plain wrong, but 'in' is preferred.

46.  If current trends continue, by the year 2010 carbon emissions in the United States will soar to a level more than one-third higher than were those in 1990, according to official projections.

A. will soar to a level more than one-third higher than were those
B. will soar to a level more than one-third higher than that
C. would soar to a level more than one-third higher than it was
D. would soar to a level more than one-third higher than those
E. would soar to a level more than one-third higher than they were
Between B and C. I don’t like the “it” in C. also I think “would” is past? So that’s why I stayed away from it.

you need 'will', not 'would'. 'would' is used if the hypothetical is in the past tense, while 'will' (future tense) is used if the hypothetical is in the present tense (as is the case here).
compare: if you tell that joke again, i will punch you.
that takes care of the last three answer choices.

as far as deciding a vs. b, just look at the pronoun that/those: it refers to the singular noun level. therefore, you must choose that, which is singular, so b > a.

also, the presence of a verb in choice a creates bad parallelism, because 'a level' does not have a verb. the two parts of the comparison must have the same grammatical structure; if the initial part (a level) doesn't have a verb, the second part can't have one either.

47. So-called green taxes, which exact a price for the use of polluting or nonrenewable fuels, are having a positive effect on the environmental and natural resource base of countries as varied as China, the Netherlands, and Hungary.

A as varied as

B as varied as are

C as varied as those of

D that are as varied as

E that are varied as are

the best way to process "as varied as" here is as an IDIOMATIC EXPRESSION.

here's a valid way to think about it: you can substitute "including" for "as varied as"; the sentence should still work.
these two don't have exactly the same meaning - i.e., "including" isn't the SAME as "as varied as" - but, if one of them is grammatically ok, then so is the other.

My questiona are: 

1 ) Are both gramatically Correct as per the intent (I mean if i were to convey the context written above , would the above sentence make sense? (Y/N)

2) In this Question, what are we trying to compare ? "Countries" OR "their environemental and natural base"??
Ans
1. No, I don't think so. If you wanted to compare the environments and natural resource bases from different places, you would have to make environment and base plural (because there'd be many of them), so something like this: 

"..are having a positive effect on environments and natural resource bases as varied as those of China, the Netherlands, and Hungary." 
2. Countries. Because it comes right before the "as" and because it is plural.
What is varied, countries or their resource base? 
Between A, C & D

For D: Not really - just redundant b/c you don't need "that are."

There's a very subtle difference in meaning, although Stacey is correct that the main issue is that of redundancy/wordiness. But consider the difference between these two sentences, which would illustrate the point:
(1) I get mail from cities as far away as Providence.
(2) I get mail from cities that are as far away as Providence.

If I'm in San Francisco, then sentence #2 means, strangely enough, that I get mail from cities that are all exactly 3,082 miles away (the distance from SF to Providence). Sentence #1 implies no such thing.

Similarly, the wrong answer (D) seems to imply that EACH country is somehow as 'varied' as EACH other country. That's not the intended meaning, which is that the SET of countries is varied.

48. Unlike many United States cities, where a river is no longer the focal point of urban life, the river in San Antonio winds through the middle of the business district, and the River Walk, or Pasco del Rio, is the city's most popular attraction.

A) Unlike many United States cities, where a river is no longer the focal point of urban life, the river in San Antonio

B) Unlike the river in many cities in the United States, which is no longer the local point of urban life, in San Antonio the river

C)Today the river in many cities in the United States is no longer the focal point of urban life, unlike San Antonio, where it

D) In few United States cities today, a river is the focal point of urban life, but the river in San Antonio

E) No longer do many cities in United States have a river as the focal point of urban life, but in San Antonio the river

Tough but with an active brain I got to the correct answer.
choice d: 
drastic change in meaning 
this sentence has completely gotten rid of any reference to the concept of 'no longer'. while all the other sentences say that things have changed, this sentence presents the situation as if it's always been that way.
101OG11.Unlike the United States, where farmers can usually depend on rain or snow all year long, the rains in most parts of Sri Lanka are concentrated in the monsoon months,June to September, and the skies are generally clear for the rest of the year.

(A)  Unlike the United States, where farmers can usually depend 0n rain or snow all year long, the rains in most parts of Sri Lanka

(B)  Unlike the United States farmers who can usually depend on rain or snow all year long, the rains in most parts of Sri Lanka

(C)  Unlike those of the United States, where farmers can usually depend on rain or snow all year long, most parts of Sri Lanka's rains

(D)  In comparison with the United States, whose farmers can usually depend on rain or snow all year long, the rains in most parts of Sri Lanka

(E)  In the United States, farmers can usually depend on rain or snow all year long, but in most parts of Sri Lanka the rains

Logical predication

The intent of the sentence is to compare seasonal rainfall patterns in the United States and Sri Lanka. There are many ways to set up such comparisons.

1..unlike x, y
2. in comparison with x, y
3.compared to x, y, and so on
4.The x and y being compared must be grammatically and logically parallel. An alternative way of stating the comparison is the use of two independent clauses connected by but. The original sentence compares the United States to rains in most parts of Sri Lanka, this illogical comparison cannot convey the writer's intention.
A  Illogically compares the United States to rains in most parts of Sri Lanka.
B  Comparing United States farmer to the rains in most parts Sri Lanka is not 1ogical.
C  The sentence awkwardly and illogically seems to be comparing most parts of the United S
tates with most parts of Sri Lanka's rains.
D  This sentence compares the United States and the rains, it is not a logical comparison
E Correct. This sentence uses two independent clauses to make the comparison. The first clause describes conditions in the United States, and the second clause describes conditions in Sri Lanka. The comparison is clear and logical.
The correct answer is E.
49. It was only after Katharine Graham became publisher of The Washington Post in 1963 that it moved into the first rank of American newspapers, and it was under her command that the paper won high praise for its unrelenting reporting of the Watergate scandal.
A. It was only after Katharine Graham became publisher of The Washington Post in 1963 that it moved into the first rank of American newspapers, and it was under her command that the paper won high praise for its unrelenting reporting of the Watergate scandal.
B. It was only after Katharin Graham's becoming publisher of The Wasington Post in 1963  that it moved into the first rank of American newspaper, and under her commandt it had  won high praise
C. Katharine Graham became publisher of The Washington Post in 1963, and only after that 
did it move into the first rank of American newspapers, having won high praise under her command
D. Moving into the first rank of American newspaper only after Katharine Graham became 
its publisher in 1963, The Washington Post, winning high praise under her command
E.  Moving into the first rank of American newspapers only after Katharine Graham's becoming its publisher in 1963, The Washington Post won high praise under her command.
C has a problematic pronoun (it) - logically refers to Wash Post but structurally could refer to KG or publisher. Also, this sentence indicates that it moved into the first ranks as a result of having won high praise. The original sentence doesn't indicate that meaning and we can't just change the meaning of the sentence. 
50. The automobile company announced that the average price of next year’s models would decrease four-tenths of one percent, amounting to about $72, as compared with comparably equipped cars and trucks this year.
A. The automobile company announced that the average price of next year’s models would decrease four-tenths of one percent, amounting to about $72, as compared with comparably equipped cars and trucks this year. 

B. The automobile company announced that the average price of next year’s cars and trucks would decrease four-tenths of one percent, or about $72, from that of comparably equipped models this year.

C. The automobile company announced that there would be a decrease of four-tenths of one percent in next year’s models price, or about $72, below this year’s comparably equipped cars and trucks. 

D. Compared to comparably equipped models this year, the automobile company announced that the average price of next year’s cars and trucks would decrease about $72, less by four-tenths of one percent.

E. Contrasted with comparably equipped cars and trucks of this year, the automobile company announced that the average price of next year’s models would decrease about $72, or four-tenths of one percent.


When making a comparison, you must compare apples to apples. You can compare the 
price of next year's vehicles to the price of this year's vehicles, but you cannot compare 
the price of next year's vehicles to the actual vehicles themselves this year - that doesn't 
make sense. And that's what the original sentence tries to do. 


I thought “would” was past tense!

however, there is a BIG problem with "amounting to $72": it is written in such a way as to imply that the cars/trucks actually cost $72!
remember that COMMA + -ING, when placed after a clause, should apply to the subject and action of that clause. so, when we see the following:
... the average price of next year’s models would decrease ..., amounting to about $72...
this means that the average price of next year’s models would actually become $72 after the decrease! clearly, that is ridiculous, so you have another reason to eliminate (a).

there is no material difference between "compare to" and "compare with"; their usages are identical.
that was a really, really, really old thread (the last post was almost 5 years old), dating from before we knew that was misinformation.

51. A study on couples' retirement transitions found that women who took new jobs after retiring from their primary careers reported high marital satisfaction, more so than those who retired completely.
A. more so than those who retired
B. which was more than if they had retired

C. more than when retiring

D. more than if they were to retire

E. which was more so than those retiring

Yes, it is. It is used in making a "more than" type of comparison where you also want to refer to a previously stated verb / action (that's where the "so" comes in). In this case, the "so" refers to "reported high marital satisfaction."
Notice here that you are comparing two groups of women: those who take new jobs, and those who retire completely. When making a comparison, you have to make sure you explicitly mention both groups.

B, C, and D don't do this. (In fact, B and D change the original meaning of the sentence to make the second part of the comparison a hypothetical - but the original meaning is that the ones who take new jobs are being compared to those who don't.)
Also remember that, for comparisons, they two things / groups / whatever compared should be parallel. "women who took" and "those who retired" are parallel. The other options aren't.
52.  Although at one time children’s programming had been limited to a few hours a week, now, however, there are at least four cable networks that dedicate themselves entirely to shows produced specifically for children.
A. Although at one time children’s programming had been limited to a few hours a week, now, however, there are at least four cable networks that dedicate themselves

B. With children’s programming having been limited at one time to a few hours a week, now at least four cable networks have dedicated themselves

C. Once limited to a few hours a week, there are now at least four cable networks with children’s programming that dedicate themselves

D. Children’s programming was once limited to a few hours a week, but now there are at least four cable networks dedicated

E. While children’s programming had once been limited to a few hours a week, at least four cable networks are now dedicated
I don’t like how D sounds but it is the most logcal.

choice e is incorrect because of its inappropriate use of the past perfect. if you're going to say kids' programming had once been limited to ..., then you must reference a second past event. this sentence doesn't do that: the second event referenced is in the present (specifically, 'now').

53. The ability of scientists to provide models of the atmosphere’s complex responses to changing conditions, like seasonal and daily cycles or different planetary conjunctions, have become ever more accurate.
A.  The ability of scientists to provide models of the atmosphere’s complex responses to changing conditions, like seasonal and daily cycles or different planetary conjunctions, have become ever more accurate.

B.  The ability of scientists has become ever more accurate in providing models of the atmosphere’s complex responses to changing conditions, such as seasonal and daily cycles or different planetary conjunctions.
C.  Scientists have become able to provide ever more accurate models of the atmosphere’s complex responses to such changing conditions as seasonal and daily cycles or different planetary conjunctions.

D.  Scientists have become ever more accurate in their ability for providing models of the atmosphere’s complex responses to changing conditions, like seasonal and daily cycles or different planetary conjunctions.

E.  Scientists’ ability to provide models of the atmosphere’s complex responses to such changing conditions as seasonal and daily cycles or different planetary conjunctions have become ever more accurate.


Stuck between B & C. chose B. Answer is C. C is OBVIOUSLY correct. I went too fast.
an ability can't be "accurate", because an ability is not something that can be compared quantitatively to a "true" or "target" mark of some sort. by contrast, models (which can approximate true quantitative phenomena), shots at a target (which can come close to the center of the target), and so on can be "accurate".

so yes, (c) changes the meaning, i guess, but it's a desirable change of meaning - because it takes the sentence from a nonsense phrasing to a phrasing that actually makes sense.

54.  Regardless of their form or function, all aerodynamically enhanced, curved objects made for throwing have been called boomerangs by non-Australians ever since 1788, when Europeans saw Dharug-speaking men tossing 'bumariny' in the area later known as Sydney.
A  Regardless of their form or function, all aerodynamically enhanced, curved objects made for throwing have been called boomerangs by non-Australians ever since 1788,
B  Regardless of their form or function, any aerodynamically enhanced, curved object made for throwing has been called a boomerang by non-Australians ever since 1788,
C  Ever since 1788, non-Australians have called all aerodynamically enhanced, curved objects made for throwing boomerangs, regardless of their form or function, from

D  Ever since 1788, any aerodynamically enhanced, curved object made for throwing has been called a boomerang by non-Australians, regardless of its form or function, from

E  Non-Australians have called all aerodynamically enhanced, curved objects made for throwing boomerangs since 1788, regardless of their form or function, from
Tough, between A & B I don’t see reason to change B from plural to singular. The rest are cofusing so I stuck with A.

55. Industrialization and modern methods of insect control have improved the standard of living around the globe while at the same time they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having gone virtually unregulated since they were developed more than 50 years ago.

A. while at the same time they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants, having 
B. while at the same time introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants that have
C. while they have introduced some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants at the same time, which have
D. but introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutants at the same time that have
E. but at the same time introducing some 100,000 dangerous chemical pollutant, having

Easy enough. I think at one time this was hard.
56. The proliferation of so-called cybersquatters, people who register the Internet domain names of high-profile companies in hopes of reselling the rights to those names for a profit, led to passing the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act in 1999, allowing companies to seed up to $100000 in damages against those who register domain names with the sole intent of selling them later.
A  passing the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act in 1999, allowing companies to seed up to $100000 in damages against those who register domain names with the sole intent of selling them later.

B the passage of the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act in 1999, which allows companies to seed up to $100000 in damages against those who register domain names with the sole intent that they will sell

C the passage in 1999 of the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act, which allows companies to seed up to $100000 in damages against those who register domain names with the sole intent of selling

D the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act, which was passed in 1999, and it allows companies to seek up to $100000 in damages against those who register domain names with the sole intent to sell

E the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act, passed in 1999, and it allows companies to seek up to $100000 in damages against those who register domain names with the sole intent of selling

57. Whereas scientists, because of random fluctuations in the weather, can not determine the transition from one season to the next by monitoring temperatures on a daily basis, so they cannot determine the onset of global warming by monitoring average annual temperatures. 

A. Whereas scientists

B. Just as scientists
C. Like scientists who

D. Inasmuch as a scientist

E. In the same way a scientist


Didn’t know the idiom but was able to figure it out.
yes, you're correct: 'just as ... so ... ' is the correct idiomatic expression in this case.
note that it's possible to narrow the choice down to just a and b without paying any attention to the idiom error:
* d and e are gone because they mistakenly contain a singular referent ('scientist') for 'they';
* c is gone because 'like scientists' fallaciously implies that 'they' cannot refer to scientists.
--
note that, in analyzing this sentence, you should IMMEDIATELY strike 'because of random fluctuations in weather' from consideration. it's a nonessential modifier that doesn't change the structure or grammar of the sentence in any way, so it's nothing but clutter. if you can 'cross it out in your mind' (because unfortunately you can't cross things out on a computer screen), you'll be better able to analyze the sentence and see the parallelism suggested by '[just as] ... so ... '

58. Diesel engines burn as much as 30% less fuel than gasoline engines of comparable size, as well as emitting far less carbon dioxide gas and far fewer of the other gasses that have been implicated in global warming.
A  of comparable size , as well as emitting far less carbon dioxide gas and far fewer of the other gasses that have

B of comparable size, as well as emit far less carbon dioxide gas and far fewer of the other gasses having 

C of comparable size, and also they emit far fewer carbon dioxide and other gasses that have 
D that have a comparable size, and also they emit far fewer of the other gasses having 
E that have a comparable size, as well as emitting far fewer of the other gasses having 

Between A & C, almost went with A but chose C because of “emitting” in A. 
"as well as" is not a truly parallel construction; it creates a modifier that is not part of the skeleton of the original sentence. modifiers, as we know, don't have to be parallel to the main part of the sentence.
your best route here is just to memorize the fact that "...as well as VERBing" is an acceptable construction. write this down in your notes, and go with it as gospel. you may grumble about it, but it's a fact: it is acceptable, by the standards of the gmat.
are you sure you've copied this problem correctly? if you have, then i think it's the ugliest gmatprep problem i've ever seen.
first of all, i don't like 'as much as 30% less fuel', which is ambiguous: it could mean (1) it burns less fuel than gas engines by up to 30% (i.e., it burns that much fuel or more), or (2) it burns a maximum of 30% less fuel - i.e., that much fuel or less (in the same way as 'up to 8 gallons' clearly means 8 gallons or less).
additionally, 'as well as emitting' seems like the kind of thing that the gmat would brand as 'awkward and wordy', because it can so easily be replaced by and emit.
ick.
--
in choice b, 'as well as emit' is just plain wrong. memorize this as idiomatic usage if you like, but you can't use 'as well as' with that type of verb form.
It's clear that it's not the idea answer. 
So, we have two possible explanation :
1) The usage, and hence the question is incorrect. (I think it's quite unlikely because until now I've never seen a question that may hurt GMAC's credibility as a trustworthy (and risk averse) institution. )
2) The option A is primus inter pares, it's to say first among equals or best among available options. (I think this is more likely.) 

Options A & B are very close to each other, more than others, however there are two differences : 

A) of comparable size, as well as emitting far less carbon dioxide gas and far fewer of the other gasses that have
B) of comparable size, as well as emit far less carbon dioxide gas and far fewer of the other gasses having 

Hence if we assume the explanation N#2 is correct, then we can deduct that the use of "having" in B is a more grave error (in A, they use the relative pronoun "that") than the use of "as well as + participle" in A.
-----

in general, you shouldn't include such helping verbs, in parallel constructions unless they're NECESSARY.
pretty much the only way in which one of these helping verbs can be necessary is if it gets rid of ambiguity.

for instance:
i know more about shakespeare than my brother
is incorrect, because we don't know whether this means (1) my knowledge of shakespeare is superior to my brother's, or (2) i know more about shakespeare than i know about my own brother.

if you change this to
i know more about shakespeare than does my brother
then the ambiguity is removed.

if you have
i am taller than my brother
then you don't need "...is my brother", since there's no ambiguity to start with.

in your example, there's no such ambiguity in the first place, so you don't need the helping verb.
although it's certainly not wrong to include that verb.
59. On Earth, among the surest indications of sunspot cycles are believed to be the rate that trees grow, as seen in the rings visible in the cross sections of their trunks.

A. On Earth, among the surest indications of sunspot cycles are believed to be the rate that trees grow

B. On Earth, among the surest indications of sunspot cycles are, it is believed, the rate of tree growth

C. On Earth, the rate at which trees grow is believed to be among the surest indications of sunspot cycles

D. Among the surest indications on Earth of sunspot cycles, believed to be the tree growth rate

E. Among the surest indications on Earth of sunspot cycles is believed to be the rate at which trees grow
Narrowed it to A, C & E. Took out A cause the “are”. Chose E as it is most concise.

the placement of 'on earth' is also much better in e than in a.
- e says what it's supposed to say: we're looking at indications that are on earth. (this answer choice implies that better indicators are available elsewhere - presumably closer to the sun.)
- a says that tree growth is believed to be a good indicator by people on earth (--> martians beg to differ).

and finally, yes, 'the rate that' is simply... wrong. things don't 'happen a rate'; they happen at a rate, so that preposition has to stay. same reason you can say 'the grocery store at which i bought that food', and not 'the grocery store that i bought that food'

some things wrong with c:
* the placement of 'on earth' is just as problematic as in choice a (again, the sentence seems to be saying that residents of other planets disagree with us).
* 'as seen in the rings...' is a modifier that must be placed next to the thing that it modifies, which is 'the rate at which trees grow'. the way choice c is currently written, it says that indications of sunspot cycles can be seen directly in the rings - and it also implies that sunspot cycles (instead of trees) have rings!

60. First discovered more than 30 years ago, Lina's sunbird, a four-and-a-half-inch animal found in the Philippines and that resembles a hummingbird, has shimmering metallic colors on its head; a brilliant orange patch, bordered with red tufts, in the center of its breast; and a red eye. 

A. found in the Philippines and that resembles
B. found in the Philippines and that, resembling
C. found in the Philippines and resembling
D. that is found in the Philippines and it resembles
E. that is found in the Philippines and that, resembling

Between A and C. Chose C only because I remembered a similar problem.

This question primarily concerns parallel construction: the two comparable elements of the original sentence are "found" and "that resembles". As originally expressed, these elements are not structured similarly - for "that resembles" to be correct, the earlier parallel element of the sentence would have to state "that is found." Since the original sentence contains a provable error, eliminate answer choice A and ANY OTHERS ANSWER CHOICES THAT REPEAT THE ORIGINAL ERROR.

the core of the sentence is
a bird has colors.

both 'found in the philippines'** and 'resembling a hummingbird' are participial modifiers. one of them uses a past participle (actually a passive participle: the bird is found, passive voice) and the other uses a present participle (an active participle), but they are used in parallel.

nota bene: you have also now learned that the gmat is perfectly fine with placing a passive / past participial modifier in parallel structure with an active / present participial modifier. keep this in mind if you see another problem like this one!

61. Among lower-paid workers, union members are less likely than nonunion members to be enrolled in lower-end insurance plans imposing stricter limits on medical services and requiring doctors to see more patients, and spend less time with each.

(A) imposing stricter limits on medical services and requiring doctors to see more patients, and spend
(B) imposing stricter limits on medical services, requiring doctors to see more patients, and spending
(C) that impose stricter limits on medical services, require doctors to see more patients, and spend
(D) that impose stricter limits on medical services and require doctors to see more patients, spending
(E) that impose stricter limits on medical services, requiring doctors to see more patients and spending


Do we necessarily need the “that”
Assuming I am correct in that the subject is union members, therefore, we need to have "that" for the underlined portion, otherwise the underlined portion (without "that" as in A and B) would be describing union members? Is my concept correct?

yes, "union members" is a subject and "insurance plans" is an object.
You do need "that" here. "Imposing" would generally modify the previous verb or the entire previous clause, not (just) the subject (though to do so correctly, there should also be a comma after "plans"). But that's not what I want anyway! I want to modify "plans" - the plans that impose stricter limits, etc.

62. Because she knew many of the leaders of colonial America and the American Revolution personally, Mercy Otis Warren was continually at or near the center of political events from 1765 to 1789, a vantage point combining with her talent for writing to make her one of the most valuable historians of the year.
(a) a vantage point combining with her talent for writing to make

(b) a vantage point, when combined with her talent for writing, that made

(c) a vantage point that combined with her talent for writing, and it made

(d) and this vantage point, which combined with her talent for writing to make

(e) and this vantage point, combined with her talent for writing, made


Chose B. How is it E???

Probably because of when combined..that made

actually, in choice b, 'when' doesn't refer to anything - there's no time period to which it could logically refer - and that's the main issue with choice b. (if you interpret it literally, as you must, then it implies that (1) sometimes the vantage point was combined with the writing and sometimes it wasn't, and (2) it only made her valuable when it was combined with the writing talent. that doesn't make sense.)

it's incorrect to use "this" as a STANDALONE PRONOUN. i.e., you cannot write something like "this, combined with her talent for writing, made her..."

Because she knew many of the leaders of colonial America and the American Revolution personally, Mercy Otis Warren was continually at or near the center of political events from 1765 to 1789, a vantage point that, combined with her talent for writing, made her one of the most valuable historians of the ear
if you add the commas in the red locations, then this version is acceptable.
without those commas, it's an unreadable modifier -- the first version that will strike the reader is "that combined", i.e., combined will be mistakenly read as a verb whose subject is “vantage point”. if the commas are added, then there is no danger of this misreading.

"when can ONLY refer to time periods. PERIOD. Any other usage would be incorrect!!!!"

Can you name me an exception in which (notice I didn't say "where", as it can refer to only physical locations) "when" is not used to refer to a specific time period.
63. When drafting the Declaration of Sentiments that was adopted at the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Conventions in 1848, included in it by the author, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was a call for female enfranchisement.
A, When drafting the Declaration of Sentiments that was adopted at the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Conventions in 1848, included in it by the author, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was a call for female enfranchisement.

B. Including a call for female enfranchisement, a draft of the Declaration of Sentiments was adopted at the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Conventions in 1848 that Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote.
C. When the Declaration of Sentiments drafted by Elizabeth Cady Stanton was adopted at the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention in 1848, a call for female enfranchisement had been included in it .
D. A call for female enfranchisement, included in Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s draft of the Declaration of Sentiments in 1848, that was adopted by the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention.
E. When Elizabeth Cady Stanton drafted the Declaration of Sentiments that was adopted at the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention in 1848, she included in it a call for female enfranchisement.

E is only one that makes sense
64. Whereas the use of synthetic fertilizers has greatly expanded agricultural productivity in many parts of the world, an increase in their use can create serious environmental problems such as water pollution, and their substitution for more traditional fertilizers may accelerate soil structure deterioration and soil erosion.
A. an increase in their use can create serious environmental problems such as water pollution, and their substitution for more traditional fertilizers
B. an increase in their use can create serious environmental problems like water pollution, and if substituted for more traditional fertilizers, it
C. if these fertilizers are used increasingly, they can create serious environmental problems such as water pollution, and if used as substitutions for more traditional fertilizers, they
D. the increased usage of these fertilizers can create serious environmental problems such as water pollution, while if substituted for more traditional fertilizers, this substitution
E. the increased usage of these fertilizers can create serious environmental problems like water pollution, while their substitution for more traditional fertilizers

Down to A and D. Only chose A because of the “while” in D. 
Luci correctly points out a distinction between "such as" and "like" in the answers. Such as means "for example" - like means "similar to." (In everyday spoken language, people use "like" as the default now - but that's grammatically incorrect.) Eliminate B and E. (B also has a pronoun error - "it" refers to a plural noun.) 

C messes up the contrast I want to make by starting with "if these fertilizers." Also generally kind of awkward / wordy, but only use that as a tiebreak. 

The problem with D lies at the end of the choice: "while if substituted for more traditional fertilizers, this substitution..." Notice the first part of that, before the comma - it never actually mentions what is being substituted, either via a noun or pronoun. This is a modifying clause. The modifier is meant to modify "synthetic fertilizers" which is a noun, so this is a noun modifier - and noun modifiers must touch the noun they modify. But "this substitution" follows the comma, not "synthetic fertilizers" (or some other noun or pronoun that refers to synthetic fertilizers). No good. Eliminate D. 
65. A decade after initiating the nation's most comprehensive and aggressive antismoking program, per capita consumption of cigarettes in California declined from over 125 packs annually per person to about 60, a drop more than twice as great as in the nation as a whole.
A) per capita consumption of cigarettes in California declined from over 125 packs annually per person to about 60, a drop more than twice as great as
B) annual per capita consumption of cigarettes in California declined from over 125 packs to about 60, more than twice as great as that

C) California's annual per capita consumption of cigarettes declined from over 125 packs per person to about 60, more than twice as great as the drop

D) California has seen per capita consumption of cigarettes decline from over 125 packs annually to about 60, a drop more than twice as great as that

E) California has seen annual per capita consumption of cigarettes decline from over 125 packs per person to about 60, more than twice as great as that


Chose D over E. Do we need “a drop” in D?
66. Archaeologists in Egypt have excavated a 5,000-year-old wooden hull that is the earliest surviving example of example of a “built” boat—in other words, a boat constructed out of planks fitted together—and that thus represents a major advance, in terms of boat-building technology, over the dugout logs and reed vessels of more ancient vintage.

A. together—and that thus represents
B. together—and this has represented

C. together, and it represents

D. together that was representing

E. together to represent

67. Africa’s black rhino population in the mid-1970’s numbered about 2,000, ten times the estimated population of 2,000 in 1997.
A. the estimated population

B. that of their estimated population

C. more than the population’s estimated amount

D. more black rhinos than their population estimate

E. more than that of their population’s estimated amount

Chose A, but the others did not sound too bad.
68. The cottontail rabbit population in Orange County, California, has increased unchecked in recent years as a result of the removal of the native fox population and the clearing of surrounding woodlands.

A. years as a result of the removal of
B. years as a result of removing

C. years, resulting from the removing of

D. years, which is result of removing

E. years, which is a result of the removal of

(2) first 
removal is better. 
there are a bunch of words like these, with specific noun forms that, simply because they exist, are considered better than the corresponding gerund (-ing) forms. notable among this class of nouns are the '-al' forms, likeremoval, betrayal, etc. 

unfortunately, there are no general tips of the form you're soliciting; such are the joys of the english language. the closest i can get to a general rule is this: if a special noun form exists, use it. if not, use the -ing form. 
as for your examples above, you wouldn't want 'removing' because removalis a better substitute. clearing, though, is fine because there's no specially designated noun form for that one. 

(1) 
you can't use 'resulting from' as an adverbial modifier, as is done here. in general, 'resulting from' is only used as an adjective modifier, almost always without a comma, as in 
the pollution resulting from the chemical spill forced all the local residents to evacuate.

69. In human hearing, subtle differences in how the two ears hear a given sound help the listener determine the qualities of that sound.
A. in how the two ears hear a given sound help the listener determine
B. in the two ears hearing a given sound help the listener in determining

C. in how a sound is heard by the two ears helps the listener determine

D. between how the two ears hear a given sound helps the listener in determining
E. between how a sound is heard by the two ears help the listener in determining

70. Employment costs rose 2.8 percent in the 12 months that ended in September, slightly less than they did in the year that ended in the previous quarter.
A, less than they did 

B, less than it did 

C, less than they were 

D, lower than

E, lower than they were 

71. Simply because they are genetically engineered does not make it any more likely for plants to become an invasive or persistent weed, according to a decade-long study published in the journal Nature.
A. because they are genetically engineered does not make it any more likely for plants to

B. because it is genetically engineered does not make a plant any more likely to

C. being genetically engineered does not make it any more likely that plants will

D. being genetically engineered does not make a plant any more likely to

E. being genetically engineered does not make a plant any more likely that it will become


Skipped over C, D and E beause of “being.”
I've seen this one before - this is the only official question in 10 years that I have seen use "being" correctly. So it is still generally a good rule to avoid being, but use it more as a tiebreak - look for other stuff first.
So you knew to get rid of A and C. B violates a little known thing that the GMAT writers follow though it is not an official grammar rule - more a choice. It introduces a subject pronoun before the noun itself. Subject pronouns and nouns can be directly interchanged; as such, the test writers prefer to use the noun first and then later use a subject pronoun (if necessary). Note that I am specifically limiting this to subject pronouns, not object or possessive pronouns. Most people read a subject-pronoun-first situation as "awkward" though they don't really know why.
And just study D from the point of view of: this is one of the only ways to use "being" correctly, so familiarize yourself with it.

this sentence has the following form: X does not make...
therefore, whatever goes in the 'x' slot has to be, or function as, a noun. this rules out a-b immediately (these are subordinate clauses, which can't function as nouns). 
in choices c-d-e, the 'being' is a gerund (the -ing form that functions as a noun, as in the sentence taking overdoses of vitamins isn't good for your health). since gerunds function as nouns, that structure is permissible
72. A recent United States Census Bureau report shows that there are more than three times as many households where the children and grandchildren are living in their grandparents’ home as compared to households where the grandparents are living in their children’s or grandchildren’s home.

(A)as compared to households where the

(B)as there are households where the

(C)as those whose

(D)than compared to those where the

(E)than there are whose


Used my “more than” “as” knowledge here. And can’t use “whose” for households correct?
A - should be "as many x as y." the "as compared to" is long winded. A also is not parallel and missing a "there"
yes. extremely well done.
i would NOT try to eliminate based on the distinction between "compared to" and "compared with". i know that some old questions in our cat exams are mildly obsessed with that distinction, but i don't think there is an OFFICIAL basis for it (i.e., a basis in the actual questions provided by GMAC).

for all practical purposes, you should be able to treat "compared to" and "compared with" as the same. if we find any consistent distinction IN OFFICIAL PROBLEMS, i'll be sure to post back on this thread and explain.

if you have "three times as many as...", then you CANNOT include "compared to", because you're then saying the same thing twice. this is REDUNDANCY, and is a fatal error.
same thing as saying "reply back", "increase upward", etc. can't do it.

73. With no natural predators and expanses of green suburban neighborhoods that allow no hunting, wildlife officials estimate the New Jersey deer population to have grown to exceed 175,000

A. With no natural predators and expanses of green suburban neighborhoods that allow no hunting, wildlife officials estimate the New Jersey deer population to have
B. With no natural predators and with expanses of green suburban neighborhoods that do not allow hunting, wildlife officials' estimate of the deer population in New Jersey has
C. With no natural predators and with expanses of green suburban neighborhoods where there is no hunting, the deer population in New Jersey, wildlife officials estimate, has
D. Without natural predators and no hunting allowed in expanse of green suburban neighborhoods, New Jersey has a deer population that wildlife officials estimate to have
E. Without natural predators and with expanses of green neighborhoods where there is no hunting, wildlife officials in New Jersey estimate a deer population that has
74. A recently published report indicates that the salaries of teachers continue to lag far behind other college-educated professionals, because they make an average of nearly $8,000 a year less at the start of their careers and almost $24,000 less a year by the time they reach the age of 50.

A. other college-educated professionals, because they make an average of nearly $8,000 a year less at the start of their careers and almost $24,000 less

B. other college-educated professionals, by an average of nearly $8,000 a year at the start of their careers, to almost $24,000

C. what other college-educated professionals are paid—making an average of nearly $8,000 a year less at the start of their careers and almost $24,000 less

D. those of other college-educated professionals—by an average of nearly $8,000 a year at the start of their careers to almost $24,000 less

E. those of other college-educated professionals—by an average of nearly $8,000 a year at the start of their careers, and by almost $24,000


Between D & E. D has “less” which is redundant. 
At that point, E is your best remaining answer choice, as the parallel structure of E is preferred over answer choice D.

what i find more interesting than anything else about this problem is the ambiguous 'their' in the answer choice deemed correct (and indeed in all the answer choices). it seems that gmac is breaking some of its own rules here.
Ranjit has it - don't forget to look at earlier, relevant parts of the sentence.
A report indicates that salaries (of one group) lag far behind those of (another group) - by 8k at the start and by 24k (later on).
Two things here - first, the numbers I'm giving are explicitly the amount of "lag" - so they lag by 8k and they lag by 24k. They can't lag to almost 24k less. Also, I want to make those two lags parallel - they're performing the same function in the sentence. And D isn't parallel, even if the language for the 24k piece wasn't already problematic.


the correct wording is "x lags behind y by $8000" or "x is $8000 less than y", but NOT both.

75.  A recent poll indicates that many people in the United States hold a combination of conservative and liberal political views; i.e., they denounce big government, saying government is doing too much and has become too powerful, while at the same time supporting many specific government programs for health car, education, and environment.
A. they denounce big government, saying government is doing too much and has become too powerful, while at the same time supporting

B. they denounce big government—they say that government is doing too much and has become too powerful—but supporting at the same time

C. they denounce big government, they say that government is doing too much and it has become too powerful, while they support at the same time

D. while they denounce big government, saying that government is doing too much and has become too powerful, at the same time supporting

E. while they are denouncing big government—they say that government is doing too much and it has become too powerful—supporting at the same time


Got it to A and C. Went with C reluctantly. Should have known it was A. This is a very stupid mistake.
B is wrong because the main sentence reads "they denounce big government but supporting at the same time." "But" is a coordinating conjunction, used to connect two independent clauses, but the second half of this sentence "supporting at the same time..." is not an independent clause (that is, it cannot function as a stand-alone sentence).

C is a run on: "they denounce, they say" Both of those - "they denounce big government" and "
they say that government is doing too much" - are independent clauses and need to be connected either via a coordinating conjunction or a semi-colon. See, for example "they say that government is doing too much and it has become too powerful" - those are two independent clauses connected by the coordinating conjuction "and."

D is wrong because the main sentence reads "they denounce big government at the same time supporting" - you need a contrast word such as "while" between government and at. Same reason for E.

"while" + verbING does not require parallelism.
if you have X while Y as a single modifier, then parallelism would be ideal (e.g., James executed the stunt perfectly, balancing the plates while jumping across the pit); however, in the kind of structure that appears here, it's not necessary -- a lesson that you could infer by observing the structure of the correct answer.

76. Scientists believe that unlike the males of most species of moth, the male whistling moths of Numbing, Australia, call female moths to them by the use of acoustical signals, but not olfactory ones, and they attract their mates during the day, rather than at night.
a) by the use of acoustical signals, but not olfactory ones, and they attract
b) by the use of acoustical signals instead of using olfactory ones, and attracting
c) by using acoustical signals, not using olfactory ones, and by attracting
d) using acoustical signals, rather than olfactory ones, and attract
e) using acoustical signals, but not olfactory ones, and attracting

Chose D over A. But wasn’t sure of the use of “Rather”
"instead of" is generally restricted to nouns.
"rather than" can be used for essentially any part of speech at all.
they moved stiffly rather than gracefully (adverbs)
they moved to the left rather than to the right (prepositional phrases)
the car was red rather than blue (adjectives)
i bought a car rather than a truck (nouns)
he chose to leave rather than continue arguing (infinitives)
77.  Like any star of similar mass would do, once the Sun has exhausted the hydrogen in its store, it expands into a red giant, eventually ejecting its outer envelope of gases to become a white dwarf.
A.  Like any star of similar mass would do, once the Sun has exhausted the hydrogen in its store, it expands into a red giant, eventually ejecting

B. Like any star of similar mass, once the hydrogen in the Sun’s core is exhausted, then it expands into a red giant and eventually ejects

C. As in the case of any star of similar mass, once the hydrogen in the Sun’s core is exhausted, it will expand into a red giant, and eventually ejecting

D. As any star of similar mass would, once the hydrogen in the Sun’s core is exhausted it will expand into a red giant and will eventually eject

E. As would be the case with any star of similar mass, once the Sun exhausts the hydrogen in its core, it will expand into a red giant and eventually eject

Went with E. No great reason. Narrowed it to C, D and E based on “As.” C was wrong.  Thought D’s “It” was ambiguous. “”Sun’s” in D is possessive.
FOR D: Yes, sort of. Comparison is a species of parallelism, as you imply, and so this answer ought to compare "any star" to the "the Sun." The problem with D though is not only "the Sun's" is possessive, but also that the noun grammatically parallel to "any star" is "the hydrogen," which is not logically comparable.
78. As it is with traditional pharmacies, online drugstores rely on prescriptions to be successful, since it is primarily prescriptions that attract the customers, who then also buy other health-related items.

A. As it is with traditional pharmacies, online drugstores rely on prescriptions to be successful

B. As with the case of traditional pharmacies, online drugstores rely on prescriptions to have success

C. As is the case with traditional pharmacies, prescriptions are the cornerstone of a successful online drugstore

D. As traditional pharmacies, so online drugstores rely on prescriptions to be successful

E. Like traditional pharmacies, the cornerstone of a successful online drugstore is prescriptions

Down to A or C. chose C. didn’t like the ambiguous “it” in A and I remember that “..the case” in C is on another problem.

it's one of those phrases that's allowed to stand in for just about any clause describing a situation. its 'magic powers', so to speak, lie in the fact that it doesn't have to have a precise referent.

imagine that a newspaper contains the following sentence:

as was the case in post-world-war-i germany, hyperinflation has been causing general unrest and panic throughout country x.

notice that there are other ways you could write this thing; for instance, you could write something like 'as it did in ... germany' (where 'it' stands for hyperinflation in this case). however, the italicized version is preferable, because the emphasis of the sentence is on the fact that the situations are similar. (if the sentence appeared in a context of facts about hyperinflation and its effects, the latter version would be more acceptable.)

(a) "as it is with..." isn't parallel to anything. this is the main problem.
nothing "is with" online drugstores, so this choice is not sufficiently parallel

B) I do not why is it wrong. Is it because of the parallelism?

"with the case of" is an incorrect rendering of "as is the case...".
(it's possible for "with the case of" to be correct, but the preposition "with" would have to make sense, AND you'd have to be literally talking about "the case of" something.
for instance: the lawyer made history with the case of X, as with the case of Y
unlike this example, the problem in this thread doesn't satisfy either of these requirements)
79. Based on records from ancient Athens, each year young Athenian women collaborated to weave a new woolen robe that they used to dress a statue of the goddess Athena and that this robe depicted scenes of a battle between Zeus, Athena’s father, and giants.

A. Based on records from ancient Athens, each year young Athenian women collaborated to weave a new woolen robe that they used to dress

B. Based on records from ancient Athens, each year young Athenian women had collaborated to weave a new woolen robe with which to dress
C. According to records from ancient Athens, each year young Athenian women collaborated to weave a new woolen robe that they used to dress

D. Records from ancient Athens indicate that each year young Athenian women collaborated to weave a new woolen robe with which they dressed 

E. Records from ancient Athens indicate each year young Athenian women had collaborated to weave a new woolen robe for dressing
Used clues in non-underlined portion to choose correct underlined portion.
80. Radiocarbon dating of fossils taken from caves on islands along southeastern Alaska’s coast suggest that at least a portion of the area was remaining ice-free during the last ice age.
A. suggest that at least a portion of the area was remaining
B. suggest at least a portion of the area remaining
C. suggests that at least a portion of the area remained
D. suggests at least a portion of the area that had remained
E. suggests at least a portion of the area to have remained
81. The population of India has been steadily increasing for decades, and it will probably have what is estimated as 1.6 billion people by 2050 and surpass China as the world's most populous nation.

A. it will probably have what is estimated as
B. they are likely to have

C. the country will probably have

D. there will probably be

E. there will be an estimated
82. Appearing to be the only candidate whose views would be acceptable to its membership, the Youth Canorous finally endorsed Gorge for city council.

A) Appearing to be

B) Seeming to be

C) Because he appeared to be

D) Because he seemed

E) Being


Between C & D, not sure of difference between appeared and seemed.
there's not much of a difference between "seem" and "appear" in this context.
some purists insist that "appear" should be restricted to judgments based on literal physical appearance (i.e., such people would insist that interest rates appear to be reaching a maximum is wrong, because you can't literally look at interest rates), but most usage experts indicate that both "seem" and "appear" are ok in a context such as the one in this sentence.

(there are other contexts in which you can use "appear" but not "seem" - for instance, you can say a ghost appeared before my eyes, but not a ghost seemed before my eyes - but that's irrelevant to this problem.)
--
as for the presence or absence of "to be", luckily, the rules are exactly the same for "appear" as for "seem".

before a NOUN or a PARTICIPIAL construction, you must use "to be".
he appeared/seemed to be lying. --> correct
*he appeared/seemed lying. --> incorrect
he appeared/seemed to be a liar. --> correct
*he appeared/seemed a liar. --> incorrect
before an ADJECTIVE, you don't have to use "to be" (but you still can).
the report appears/seems credible. --> correct
the report appears/seems to be credible. --> also correct

83. Ranked among great mathematical scientists such as Archimedes, Kepler, and Newton, Abu Ali al-Hasan ibn al-Haytham, who was born in Iraq in 965 C.E., had experimented extensively with light and vision, laying the foundation for modern optics and also the notion of science being based on experiment as well as on philosophical arguments.

A. al-Haytham, who was born in Iraq in 965 C.E., had experimented extensively with light and vision, laying the foundation for modern optics and also the notion of science being based on experiment as well as

B. al-Haytham, born in Iraq in 965 C.E., experimented extensively with light and vision, laying the foundation for modern optics and for the notion that science should be based on experiment as well as

C. al-Haytham, born in Iraq in 965 C.E., and who experimented extensively with light and vision, thereby laid the foundation for modern optics and also for the notion that science should be based on not only experiment but also

D. al-Haytham was born in Iraq in 965 C.E., and had experimented extensively with light and vision, laying the foundation for modern optics and for the notion that science should be based on not only experiment but also

E. al-Haytham was born in Iraq in 965 C.E., experimenting extensively with light and vision and laying the foundation for modern optics and for the notion of science being based on experiment as well as

84. Until Berta and Emst Scharrer established the concept of neurosecretion in 1928, scientists believed that either cells secreted hormones, which made them endocrine cells and thus part of the endocrine system, or conducted electrical impulses, in which case they were nerve cells and thus part of the nervous system.
A. either cells secreted hormones, which made them

B. either cells secreted hormones, making them

C. either cells secreted hormones and were

D. cells either secreted hormones, in which case they were

E. cells either secreted hormones, which made them

Love this problem
85. The British sociologist and activist Barbara Wootton once noted as a humorous example of income maldistribution that the elephant that gave rides to children at the Whipsnade Zoo was earning annually exactly what she then earned as director of adult education for London.
A. that the elephant that gave rides to children at the Whipsnade Zoo was earning

B. that the elephant, giving rides to children at the Whipsnade Zoo, had been earning

C. that there was an elephant giving rides to children at the Whipsnade Zoo, and it earned

D. the elephant that gave rides to children at the Whipsnade Zoo and was earning
E. the elephant giving rides to children at the Whipsnade Zoo and that it earned

86. Bluegrass musician Bill Monroe, whose repertory, views on musical collaboration, and vocal style were influential on generations of bluegrass artists, was also an inspiration to many musicians, that included Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, whose music differed significantly from his own.
A. were influential on generations of bluegrass artists, was also an inspiration to many musicians, that included Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, whose music differed significantly from

B. influenced generations of bluegrass artists, also inspired many musicians, including Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, whose music differed significantly from

C. were influential to generations of bluegrass artists, was also an inspiration to many musicians, that included Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, whose music was different significantly in comparison to

D. were influential to generations of bluegrass artists, also inspired many musicians, who include Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, the music of whom differed significantly when compared to

E. were an influence on generations of bluegrass artists, was also an inspiration to many musicians, including Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, whose music differed significantly from that of 


Between B and E. But I didn’t think you needed to ”were” in E. In E you cant say “were influential on.”
87. While they remove carbon dioxide from the air, conserve soil and water, and house thousands of species, forests also supply potentially valuable pharmaceuticals, and, as sources of building material and firewood, that provide employment for millions worldwide.
A. pharmaceuticals, and, as sources of building material and firewood, that provide

B. pharmaceuticals, and sources of building material and firewood, are providers of

C. pharmaceuticals and, as sources of building material and firewood that are provide

D. pharmaceuticals and as sources of building material and firewood, for providing

E. pharmaceuticals and, as sources of building material and firewood, provide

88. Shrinking faster than any other nation’s, the projected decline of Japan’s population is 17 percent during the next half century.
A. Shrinking faster than any other nation’s, the projected decline of Japan’s population is

B. Shrinking faster than any other nation, Japan’s population has a projected decline of

C. The population of Japan is shrinking faster than that of any other nation and is projected to decline by

D. The Japanese population is shrinking faster than any other nation, and it has a projected decline at

E. Japan’s population is shrinking faster than that of any other nation, with a projected decline at

89. Unlike the other major planets, Pluto has a highly eccentric orbit, which is thus closer to the Sun than Neptune is for 20 years out of every 230-year cycle, even though it is commonly described as the remotest planet in the solar system.
A. Pluto has a highly eccentric orbit, which is thus closer to the Sun than Neptune is

B. Pluto has a highly eccentric orbit and is thus closer to the Sun than Neptune is

C. Pluto’s orbit is highly eccentric and is thus closer to the Sun than Neptune

D. the orbit of Pluto is highly eccentric and thus closer to the Sun than Neptune

E. the orbit of Pluto is highly eccentric, thus closer to the Sun than Neptune is
90. The parachutelike membranes of Africa’s scaly-tailed flying squirrels differ from those of the flying squirrels in the family Sciuridae because they are attached to a cartilage rod at the elbow instead of the wrist.
A. because they are attached to a cartilage rod at the elbow instead of

B. because of being attached to a cartilage rod at the elbow rather than at

C. in their attachment to a cartilage rod at the elbow instead of being attached at

D. in that they are attached to a cartilage rod at the elbow rather than at

E. in their being attached to a cartilage rod at the elbow instead of

Between A & D. Only got to “D” because I realized we needed “at” at the end. Not sure how because differs from “in that”
the correct idiomatic expression with 'differ' is 'differ in...', so a-b are out. (if you said 'differ because', you'd have to give the reason behind the genesis of the difference, not the nature of the difference itself.) that leaves c-d-e, which all contain the supposedly ambiguous pronoun - so you're stuck with it.

however, there's an even bigger problem: "because" is wrong.
in formal writing, "because" signifies an actual cause-effect relationship. if the latter thing didn't actually cause the former thing, then you can't use the word "because".

examples:

my brother and i are different in that he takes life much more seriously than i do.
according to this sentence, the way in which my brother and i are different is that he's a more serious guy than i am.
no cause and effect here.

my brother and i are different because he takes life much more seriously than i do.
according to this sentence, his more serious character, and my less serious one, have caused differences in us. in other words, the pre-existing difference in our character has actually led to further differences between us.
cause and effect relationship.

in this sentence, you're clearly trying to say that the cartilage rod attachment IS the difference, not that it causes the difference. therefore, "because" is incorrect.

91. The gyrfalcon, an Arctic bird of prey, has survived a close brush with extinction; its numbers are now five times greater than when the use of DDT was sharply restricted in the early 1970’s
A. extinction; its numbers are now five times greater than

B. extinction; its numbers are now five times more than

C. extinction, their numbers now fivefold what they were

D. extinction, now with fivefold the numbers they had

E. extinction, now with numbers five times greater than 
Super tough. Unfamiliar. Between, A, B and E. Took out C & D cause of the plural “their.” E is out cause you don’t have “numbers with.” Is it greater than or more than in A & B? Went with A. 

'greater' is better than 'more'. if you say that 'the numbers were more', that would somehow mean that the gyrfalcon 'had more numbers' than before, which is nonsense. on the other hand, 'the numbers are greater' makes sense: the numbers have increased.

it's a bit weird that 'numbers' would be plural here, though.

92. The survival of coral colonies, which are composed of innumerable tiny polyps living in a symbiotic relationship with brilliantly colored algae, are being threatened, experts say, not only by pollutants like agricultural runoff, oil sticks, and trash, but also by dropped anchors, probing drivers, and global warming.
A. are being threatened, experts say, not only by pollutants like

B. are being threatened, experts say, by not only pollutants such as
C. is not only being threatened, experts say, by pollutants such as

D. is not only being threatened, experts say, by pollutants like

E. is being threatened, experts say, not only by pollutants such as

Between C and E. E uses the correct form. Need “being threatened” before the “not only” to continue the parallelism.
93. Those skeptical of the extent of global warming argue that short-term temperature data are an inadequate means of predicting long-term trends and point out that the scientific community remains divided on whether significant warming will occur and what impact will it have if it does.
A. on whether significant warming will occur and what impact will it have if it does.

B. on whether warming that occurs will be significant and the impact it would have 
C. as to whether significant warming will occur or the impact it would have if it did

D. over whether there will be significant warming or the impact it will have

E. over whether significant warming will occur and what impact it would have

Between A and E. Divided on or Divided over? N/A is the answer! Weird.

hmm... i like (a) best, but only if it was supposed to say 'it will', and you mis-typed it as 'will it'. if the version you've typed is indeed faithful to the original, then, well, all the choices suck.
reasons:
- 'whether...' and 'what impact...' are parallel.
- the meaning is correct.
- the tenses are parallel: 'will occur' || 'will have'.
choice b:
- the original sentence clearly indicates that scientists don't know whether warming will occur in the first place. this wording, though, assumes that warming will occur; according to this sentence, the only thing in doubt is the extent of such warming.
- 'whether...' is not parallel to 'impact'
choice c:
- 'as to' is dicey.
- 'or' should be 'and' (because they're wondering about both questions).
- past tense 'did' is inappropriate.
choice d:
- 'or' should be 'and'.
- 'whether...' isn't parallel to 'the impact'.
choice e:
- tense inconsistency: 'will occur' isn't parallel to 'would have'. moreover, 'would have' isn't appropriate for the consequences of something that hasn't even happened yet.
what's the oa?

94.  Once made exclusively from the wool of sheep that roam the Isle of Lewis and Harris off the coast of Scotland, Harris tweed is now made only with wools that are imported, sometimes from the mainland and sometimes they come—as a result of a 1996 amendment to the Harris Tweed Act—from outside Scotland.
A. sometimes from the mainland and sometimes they come

B. sometimes from the mainland and sometimes 
C. that come sometimes from the mainland or sometimes

D. from the mainland sometimes, or sometimes it comes

E. from the mainland sometimes, or sometimes coming

95. While Hans Holbein the Younger is most often identified with his English portraits, scholars have long been recognizing him as a superb draftsman and a remarkably versatile artist and who was fundamental in synthesizing the novelties of the Italian Renaissance with the rational tradition of Northern Europe.

(A) been recognizing him as a superb draftsman and a remarkably versatile artist and who
(B) been recognizing him for being a superb draftsman and a remarkably versatile artist and he
(C) recognized him as a superb draftsman and a remarkably versatile artist who
(D) recognized him as a superb draftsman and a remarkably versatile artist and he
(E) recognized him for being a superb draftsman and a remarkably versatile artist and who
96. From studies of the bony house of the brain, which is the cranium, located in the back of the skull, come what scientists know about dinosaur brains.
A. From studies of the bony house of the brain, which is the cranium, located in the back of the skull, come what scientists know about dinosaur brains.

B. The knowledge of dinosaur brains that scientists have come from studies of the bony house of the brain, located in the back of the skull, that is, the cranium
C. The knowledge that scientists know about dinosaur brains comes from studies of the bony house of the brain, which is located in the back of the skull and is called the cranium

D. What scientists know about dinosaur brains comes from studies of the cranium, the bony house of the brain located in the back of the skull

E. Located in the back of the skull is the cranium, the bony house of the brain, and it is from studies of this that scientists know what they know about dinosaur brains

97. During the last interglacial period, the climate on the Earth was warmer than it is today, and the consequent melting of the polar ice caps caused the sea level to raise about 60 feet over and above what its height presently is now. 
A. sea level to raise about 60 feet over and above what its height presently is now
B. sea level to be raised over its height presently about 60 feet
C. sea level to rise about 60 feet above its present height
D. level of the seas to rise over and above its present height about 60 feet
E. level of the seas to be raised over their height, now about 60 feet

98. In hoping to restrain economic growth, interest rates were raised by British policymakers, making it more expensive to borrow for businesses and consumers. 
A. In hoping to restrain economic growth, interest rates were raised by British policymakers, making it more expensive to borrow for businesses and consumers.
B.  Making it more expensive for businesses and consumers to borrow, interest rates were raised by British policymakers, in hopes of their restraining economic growth.
C. In making borrowing for businesses and consumers more expensive, British policymakers, in hopes they will restrain economic growth, had raised interest rates.
D. Hopefully restraining economic growth, British policymakers raised interest rates, making more expensive borrowing by businesses and consumers.
E.  Hoping to restrain economic growth, British policymakers raised interest rates, making it more expensive for businesses and consumers to borrow.
99. Scientists have found new evidence of people initially registering emotions like sadness or anger in much the same way as heartburn--by monitoring what's going on within their bodies.
(A) of people initially registering emotions like sadness or anger in much the same way as
(B) of people initially registering emotions such as sadness or anger much the same as experiencing
(C) that people initially register emotions such as sadness or anger in much the same way as they experience
(D) that a person initially registers emotions such as sadness or anger much the same way as experiencing
(E) that a person initially registers emotions like sadness or anger much the same as

Good question.

100. In an effort to increase profits, the company moved itself from emphasizing its chemicals business to expand into high-growth pharmaceuticals and futuristic biotechnologies. 
A. itself from emphasizing its chemicals business to expand
B. itself from emphasizing its chemicals business then to expanding

C. from an emphasis on its chemicals business and to expanding

D. from an emphasis on its chemicals business and to expand
E. from emphasizing its chemicals business to expanding
101. Defying efforts by policymakers on both sides of the Atlantic at restraining it, the United States dollar, continuing its rise, reaching its highest level in six years against the German mark. 
A. at restraining it, the United States dollar, continuing its rise, reaching
B. at restraining it, the rise of the United States dollar continued to reach
C. at restraining it, the United States dollar continued rising, and it reached
D. to restrain it, the United States dollar continued its rise, reaching 

E. to restrain it, the United States dollar is continuing its rise, and to reach
102. Compared to those who do not, running three days a week saves an average of 14.1 percent on health-care costs each year in the United States. 
A. Compared to those who do not, running three days a week saves
B. Compared with nonrunners, people who run three days a week save 

C. Compared to not running, those running for three days a week save
D. When compared with those who do not, people running three days a week save
E. When compared to nonrunners, running three days a week saves
103. Vivien Thomas, who had no formal medical training, in struggling against overwhelming odds, he became a cardiac surgeon and eventually to receive an honorary doctorate from Johns Hopkins University. 
A. who had no formal medical training, in struggling against overwhelming odds, he became
B. having had no formal medical training, in struggling against overwhelming odds to become 

C. who, having no formal medical training, he struggled against overwhelming odds in becoming
D. who, having had no formal medical training and struggled against overwhelming odds, became
E. who had no formal medical training, struggled against overwhelming odds to become
104. In the United States, while the number of foreign-born residents and their children is higher than ever, the percentage of the population they represent is not, in 1910 this group made up 35 percent of the population when compared to 20 percent in 2000. 
A. population when compared to 20 percent in 2000
B. population as compared to 2000, when it was 20 percent
C. population, comparing it with 20 percent in 2000
D. population, unlike 2000, with 20 percent
E. population, compared with 20 percent in 2000
105. As with those of humans, the DNA of grape plants contains sites where certain unique sequences of nucleotides are repeated over and over. 
A. As with those of humans, the DNA of grape plants contains sites where
B. As human DNA, the DNA of grape plants contain sites in which 

C. As it is with human DNA, the DNA of grape plants, containing sites in which
D. Like human, the DNA of grape plants contain sites where
E. Like human DNA, the DNA of grape plants contains sites in which

Between d & e. Didn’t know DNA was singular.

the correct answer is e.
- proper subject-verb agreement ('dna of grape plants' is singular, and so 'contains' is the correct form)
- good parallelism: like human DNA (a noun), the DNA of grape plants (a noun) contains...
- correct use of 'like' instead of 'as': 'like' is used with nouns or noun phrases (as it is used here), while 'as' is used with CLAUSES (things that contain verbs, as in 'as it is used here').

D --> Incorrect ---> "Human" is compared with "the DNA" --> Illogical comparison

….

What about the difference between in which and where.
Which is used when the place is metaphorical but here I guess the "sites" are not metaphorical so why use which?


well, if something happens in a physical place, then it's perfectly legitimate to use “in which” -- in these cases, you could use either “where” or “in which”.

if you are talking about something that is clearly not a place, either physically or as a reasonably direct metaphor, then you can't use “where”. for instance, 
a rant in which Smith denounced all of his bosses at work --> this works
a rant where Smith denounced all of his bosses at work --> this doesn't work.

the reverse situation also exists: if you are talking about a situation that happens at a particular place -- that doesn't happen in that place -- then you can use “where” but not “in which”.
the table in which i left my books --> wrong; you don't leave books inside a table. (NOTE if your native language is spanish: you can't translate en la mesa directly.)
the table where i left my books --> correct.
(you could also say “on which” here.)
--
do note that GMAC has occasionally published correct sentences in which “where” has represented things that aren't necessarily physical locations, but are reasonably direct metaphor for physical locations.
in particular, i remember that this has happened with the word “societies”; here's a reference:
post35020.html
106. A new study finds that the more hostility people show in their behavior and attitudes, then calcium deposits are more likely to be in the arteries of their hearts. 
A. then calcium deposits are more likely to be
B. then the more likely calcium deposits are

C. the more there are likely to be calcium deposits
D. the more likely they are to have calcium deposits
E. the more likely there are to be calcium deposits
107. The United States will be affected by whether Taiwan develops a closer relationship with mainland China or preserves the status quo, since the island nation is the United States’ seventh-largest trading partner. 
A. The United States will be affected by whether Taiwan develops a closer relationship with mainland China or preserves the status quo
B. Whether or not Taiwan develops a closer relationship with mainland China or preserves the status quo affecting the United States 

C. Whether or not Taiwan develops a closer relationship with mainland China or the status quo is preserved, it will affect the United States
D. It affects the United States whether Taiwan will develop a closer relationship with mainland China or preserves the status quo
E. It affects the United States whether or not Taiwan will develop a closer relationship with mainland China or preserve the status quo
108. One of the earliest known birds with a beak and contour feathers, Confuciusornis sanctus, with large clawlike “thumbs” on its wings, which probably helped them to climb up to a launching position for flight. 

A. with large clawlike “thumbs” on its wings, which probably helped them to
B. with large clawlike “thumbs” on their wings, which probably helped it to 

C. had large clawlike “thumbs” on its wings, which probably helped them
D. had large clawlike “thumbs” on its wings, probably to help it
E. had large clawlike “thumbs” on their wings, probably to help it
109. The computer company reported strong second-quarter earnings that surpassed Wall Street’s estimates and announced the first in a series of price cuts intended to increase sales further. 

A. The computer company reported strong second-quarter earnings that surpassed Wall Street’s estimates and announced the first in a series of price cuts intended to increase sales further.
B. The report of the computer company showed strong second-quarter earnings, surpassing Wall Street’s estimates, and they announced the first in a series of price cuts that they intend to increase sales further. 

C. Surpassing Wall Street’s estimates, the report of the computer company showed strong second-quarter earnings, and, for the purpose of increasing sales further, they announced the first in a series of price cuts.
D. The computer company reported strong second-quarter earnings, while announcing the first in a series of price cuts for the purpose of increasing sales further that surpass Wall Street’s estimates.
E. The computer company, surpassing Wall Street’s estimates, reported strong second-quarter earnings, while announcing that to increase sales further, there would be the first in a series of price cuts.
110. Even though her career was cut short when she was in her prime and the fifteen recordings she made were disappointing artistically as well as technically, Olive Fremstad (1871-1951) has never been entirely forgotten by opera aficionados. 

A. though her career was cut short when she was in her prime and the fifteen recordings she made were
B. though her career was cut short while in her prime, with the fifteen recordings she made 
C. as her career had been cut short when she was in her prime, with the fifteen recordings she had made
D. with her career having been cut short when she was in her prime, and the fifteen recordings she made were
E. with her career cut short while in her prime, and that the fifteen recordings she made were
111. The two oil companies agreed to merge their refining and marketing operations in the Midwest and the West, forming a new company for controlling nearly fifteen of the nation’s gasoline sales. 

A. forming a new company for controlling
B. forming a new company that would control
C. which would form a new company that controlled
D. which formed a new company for controlling
E. which formed a new company that would control

I chose A over B because I thought that in B “would” was past tense!

as far as i know, "would" is always used in a construct where we are dealing with "past tense".
When i was working out this problem, i just eliminated the options "would"
Can u plz shed some light on this..
“WOULD” AND “COULD”
These words have 2 different incarnations.
Usage #1
“Would” is the past tense of “will”, and “could” is the past tense of “can”.
e.g.
According to his most recent advertisement, Mookie the Bookie can predict with 100% accuracy which teams will win next week’s games.
vis-à-vis 
His October 2, 1982, advertisement declared that Mookie the Bookie could predict with 100% accuracy which teams would win the following week’s games.
Usage #2
“Would” and “could” are used to describe hypothetical situations that are not true, or are extremely unlikely. (since these situations are hypothetical -- i.e., they never happened -- they don't really have a timeframe.)
e.g.
If I had one million dollars, I could buy 800,000 hamburgers at the gas station.
If I had one million dollars, I would donate 800,000 hamburgers to the county food bank.
--
in this problem "would" is the second type.

2. In option A - "For controlling <something>" (purpose of merging two companies)
right -- and this is another consideration against option (a).
as you've stated, the construction for VERBing implies an explicit purpose or goal of some action.
therefore, in this sentence, for controlling 15%... actually implies that the companies merged for the specific purpose of controlling this exact percentage of the market -- not a reasonable interpretation.

112. The ecosystems of barrier islands are extremely vulnerable-whether from natural processes like shoreline recession, rising sea levels, and destructive hurricanes, or the ever-increasing pressures of development. 

A. whether from natural processes like shoreline recession, rising sea levels, and destructive hurricanes, or
B. whether from natural processes such as shoreline recession, rising sea levels, and destructive hurricanes, or also 

C. to processes that are natural like shoreline recession, rising sea levels, and destructive hurricanes, and also
D. to processes that are natural ones like shoreline recession, rising sea levels, and destructive hurricanes, as well as to
E. to natural processes such as shoreline recession, rising sea levels, and destructive hurricanes, as well as to
113. The 151 member governments of the World Bank are expected to increase the bank’s funding by $175 billion, though some United States legislators cite an obstacle to congressional passage being the concern that the bank’s loans will help foreign producers compete with American businesses. 

A. an obstacle to congressional passage being the concern
B. a concern as an obstacle to congressional passage

C. as an obstacle to congressional passage the concern

D. the concern, an obstacle to congressional passage

E. as an obstacle for Congress to pass it the concern
114. A Food and Drug Administration rule implemented in December 2000 mandates that any new drug that they intend to be used both by adults and children must undergo pediatric study and that its manufactures list children’s doses on the label. 

A. drug that they intend to be used both by adults and children must
B. drug whose intended use is for adults and children as well
C. drug intended for use by both adults and children
D. drug, if they intend that it be used by adults and also children, must
E. drug, if intended for use both by adults and children, must

Tough but got to C over E. I think E changes meaning.
115. Meteor showers and individual streaks of light that flash across the sky every night are generated when tiny flecks of celestial detritus, often no larger than grains of sand or of pebbles, burn up speeding through the atmosphere. 

A. grains of sand or of pebbles, burn up speeding
B. grains of sand or pebbles, burn up while speeding
C. grains of sand or pebbles, which burn up while speeding
D. a grain of sand or pebble, which burns up as it speeds
E. a grain of sand or a pebble, burns up when it speeds

Chose B but why do you need the “while?”
116. Galileo did not invent the telescope, but on hearing, in 1609, that such an optical instrument had been made, he quickly built his own device from an organ pipe and spectacle lenses. 

A. Galileo did not invent the telescope, but on hearing, in 1609, that such an optical instrument had been made, he
B. Galileo had not invented the telescope, but when he heard, in 1609, of such an optical instrument having been made, 

C. Galileo, even though he had not invented the telescope, on hearing, in 1609, that such an optical instrument had been made, he
D. Even though Galileo did not invent the telescope, on hearing, in 1609, that such an optical instrument had been made,
E. Even though Galileo did not invent the telescope, but when he heard, in 1609, of such an optical instrument being made, he
D changes the meaning - he didn't build a telescope "even though" he didn't invent it. "Even though" indicates some kind of cause-effect connection. The original sentence is just telling us - he wasn't the inventor but he did build one soon after its invention.
117. Performing a risky maneuver that required precision flying, not only did space shuttle astronauts retrieve an orbiting satellite, it was done simultaneously while avoiding being rear-ended by a passing ultraviolet telescope.

A. not only did space shuttle astronauts retrieve an orbiting satellite, it was done simultaneously while avoiding
B. not only was an orbiting satellite retrieved by space shuttle astronauts, but they also simultaneously avoided
C. an orbiting satellite was retrieved by space shuttle astronauts who also avoided simultaneously
D. space shuttle astronauts retrieved an orbiting satellite, simultaneously while avoiding 

E. space shuttle astronauts retrieved an orbiting satellite and simultaneously avoided 

118. Genetic engineering sometimes entails plant or animal genes’ getting spliced into other species’ DNA, either to improve crop yields or for warding off insects or disease.
A. plant or animal genes’ getting spliced into other species’ DNA, either to improve crop yields or for warding off

B. plant or animal genes that get spliced into the DNA of other species, either for improving crop yields or the warding off of
C. the splicing of plant or animal genes into other species’ DNA, to either improve crop yields or to ward off

D. splicing plant or animal genes into the DNA of other species, either to improve crop yields or to ward off

E. splicing of plant or animal genes into the DNA of other species, for either the improvement of crop yields or to ward off 


Super tough. Between C & D. Only chose D cause of the correct parallelism.
119. Despite there being no fundamental difference in shipbuilding traditions in Viking-Age Scandinavia from the ones in other parts of Northern Europe, archaeological evidence shows that Viking ships were lighter, slimmer, faster, and thus probably more seaworthy than the heavier vessels used by the English at that time.

A. Despite there being no fundamental difference in shipbuilding traditions in Viking-Age Scandinavia from the ones 

B. Despite no fundamental difference between the shipbuilding traditions in Viking-Age Scandinavia from those

C. With shipbuilding traditions in Viking-Age Scandinavia not fundamentally different from those 

D. With the shipbuilding traditions in Viking-Age Scandinavia having no fundamental difference from the ones 

E. Although shipbuilding traditions in Viking-Age Scandinavia were not fundamentally different from those
I think this sentence gets little more into Meaning when you come down to C and E.
A,B, and D : out because of wrong idiom : different from / difference between ... and ...
Now if you see:
C: With shipping tradition in V-K...., archaeological evidence shows that ....
It means : both Shipping tradition and evidence are showing something here.
So first of all - Original sentence is not intended to say that and S-Verb agreement issue - Shows( singular)
E: structure is Although X, archaeological evidence shows that...
CONTRAST : statement in Although clause is somewhat opposite to what evidence
shows. This is intended meaning of sentence. So E, is the answer

…

regarding "with":
when you start a sentence with "With ...", this modifier should modify the subject and/or action of the following clause.
e.g.
with three separate walls around its exterior, the city was nearly impregnable to enemy attacks.
in this case, it's the city that has "three separate walls around its exterior", and this modifier is intimately related to the following clause (it's the reason why the city is impregnable to enemy attacks); hence, this "with" modifier is used correctly.
by the same logic, the original sentence (from the problem) would be implying, absurdly enough, that "archeological evidence" itself HAD "shipbuilding traditions".

120. It seems likely that a number of astronomical phenomena, such as the formation of planetary nebulas, may be caused by the interaction where two stars orbit each other at close range.

A. may be caused by the interaction where two stars orbit each other 

B. may be caused by the interaction between two stars that each orbit the other 

C. are because of the interaction between two stars that orbit each other 

D. are caused by the interaction of two stars where each is orbiting the other 

E. are caused by the interaction of two stars orbiting each other


Got to E. Is “a number of astronomical phenomena” singular or plural?

“A number of…” is plural so "are" is ok.

How to decide between choice C and E? Is there any rule for selecting between 'because of' and 'caused by'?
yep.
"because of" can't follow a form of "to be". it has to follow a normal verb.
today's delay is because of the rain --> incorrect
the train was delayed because of the rain --> ok
the only EXCEPTION of which i'm aware is the idiomatic form "IT IS because of X that Y VERB". for instance, it is only because of luck that Jim survived the crash.
so, (c) is out, because you can't say "X are because of Y".

D - 'where' should always be used to represent location, place.


121. Gasoline marketing is undergoing major changes as stations often not only add convenience stores but also combine with major fast-food chains to build complexes where customers can shop and eat as well as buy gasoline.
A. not only add convenience stores but also combine with major fast-food chains to build 

B. not only add convenience stores but also they combine with major fast-food chains to build 

C. are not only adding convenience stores but also in combination with major fast-food chains they build 

D. add not only convenience stores, but also combining with major fast-food chains to build 

E. are not only adding convenience stores, but also in combining with major fast-food chains they build
122. Scientists say that each of the photographs taken of the Ares Villas plain by the Mars Pathfinder indicate the overwhelming extent to flooding on the planet billions of years ago and the degree that rocks were scattered by its force.

A. indicate the overwhelming extent to flooding on the planet billions of years ago and the degree that 

B. indicate that the extent of the floods on the planet billions of years ago was overwhelming and the degree to which 

C. indicate the overwhelming extent of the floods on the planet billions of years ago and the degree to which 

D. indicates the overwhelming extent of the flooding on the planet billions of years ago and the degree to which 

E. indicates the overwhelming extent to flooding on the planet billions of years ago and the degree that

“each” is singular.
123. As a result of a supernova explosion, every human being on Earth was bombarded on February 23, 1987, by about 100 billion neutrinos; fortunately, neutrinos are harmless elementary particles that are produced in nuclear reactions and that interact very weakly with matter.

A. neutrinos are harmless elementary particles that are produced in nuclear reactions and that 

B. neutrinos, which are harmless, are elementary particles produced in nuclear reactions and which 

C. neutrinos are harmless elementary particles produced in nuclear reactions and which 

D. these harmless elementary particles are produced in nuclear reactions, and neutrinos 

E. these elementary particles, harmless products of nuclear reactions, are neutrinos that

124. The federal rules aimed at protecting human subjects of medical experiments were established to ensure that patients must be warned of potential risks and an independent panel would evaluate the experiment before it was conducted.

A. must be warned of potential risks and an independent panel would 

B. must be warned of potential risks and that an independent panel 

C. are warned about potential risks and that an independent panel 

D. will be warned about potential risks and an independent panel would 

E. would be warned of potential risks and that an independent panel would


Why not C? 
I had also picked C, but on reviewing it I have seen that "an independent panel" (singular) does not match "evaluate" (should be evaluates) instead... This way should be easily eliminated too, right??

The answer should be E. 'Would' should be used when a sentence talks about the future in past tense. In this sentence 'was' at the end of the sentence suggests that the sentence is speaking in past tense rather than the present. Hence, C should be incorrect and E should be the correct answer.

if 'would' appears in a sentence whose principal action is in the past tense, it's almost always functioning as a past-tense form of 'will'.
for instance:
i know that she will succeed. -- present-tense principal action (i know)
translates into the past tense as...
i knew that she would succeed. -- past-tense principal action (i knew


125. Research has shown that when speaking, individuals who have been blind from birth and have thus never seen anyone gesture nonetheless make hand motions just as frequently and in the same way as sighted people do, and that they will gesture even when conversing with another blind person.

A. have thus never seen anyone gesture nonetheless make hand motions just as frequently and in the same way as sighted people do, and that

B. have thus never seen anyone gesture but nonetheless make hand motions just as frequently and in the same way that sighted people do, and

C. have thus never seen anyone gesture, that they nonetheless make hand motions just as frequently and in the same way as sighted people do, and

D. thus they have never seen anyone gesture, but nonetheless they make hand motions just as frequently and in the same way that sighted people do, and that

E. thus they have never seen anyone gesture nonetheless make hand motions just as frequently and in the same way that sighted people do, and
126. In the major cities of industrialized countries at the end of the nineteenth century, important public places such as theaters, restaurants, shops, and banks had installed electric lighting, but electricity was in less than one percent of homes, where lighting was still provided mainly by candles or gas.

A. electricity was in less than one percent of homes, where lighting was still 
B. electricity was in less than one percent of homes and lighting still 
C. there were less than one percent of homes with electricity, where lighting was still being
D. there was less than one percent of homes that had electricity, having lighting that was still 
E. less than one percent of homes had electricity, where lighting had still been

Super tough, got to A through elimination.
127. According to two teams of paleontologists, recent fossil discoveries in Pakistan show that whales, porpoises, and dolphins are more closely related to some of the oldest known even-toed ungulates--a group of hoofed mammals that today includes cows, camels, pigs, and hippos—than to any other mammals.

A. that whales, porpoises, and dolphins are more closely related to some of the oldest known even-toed ungulates—a group of hoofed mammals that today includes cows, camels, pigs, and hippos—than 
B. that whales, porpoises, and dolphins are more closely related to some of the oldest known even-toed ungulates—a group of hoofed mammals that today include cows, camels, pigs, and hippos—as 
C. whales, porpoises, and dolphins to be more closely related to some of the oldest known even-toed ungulates—a group of hoofed mammals that today include cows, camels, pigs, and hippos—than they are

D. whales, porpoises, and dolphins as being more closely related to some of the oldest known even-toed ungulates—a group of hoofed mammals that today includes cows, camels, pigs, and hippos—as they are

E. whales, porpoises, and dolphins as more closely related to some of the oldest known even-toed ungulates—a group of hoofed mammals that today include cows, camels, pigs, and hippos—than 
128. When the temperature of a gas is increased, it is either accompanied by an increase in pressure if the gas is enclosed in a container, or an increase in volume if the gas is able to expand.

A. When the temperature of a gas is increased, it is either accompanied by an increase in pressure if the gas is enclosed in a container, or

B. When the temperature of a gas is increased, it is accompanied either by an increase in pressure if it is enclosed in a container or

C. When the temperature of a gas is increased, the increase is either accompanied by an increase in pressure if the gas is enclosed in a container or by

D. Any increase in the temperature of a gas is either accompanied by an increase in pressure if it is enclosed in a container, or by

E. Any increase in the temperature of a gas is accompanied either by an increase in pressure if the gas is enclosed in a container or by
Super duper tough, chose E over D cause of parallelism (accompanied should come before the either).
The two main issues here are pronouns and idioms - you could construct a grammatically correct sentence with either the "when" opener of the "any" opener. This is what I call a "red herring" - an obvious difference in the answer choices, so you agonize over that when you should be focused on something else.

In the original sentence, the pronoun "it" is ambiguous - does "it" refer to the temperature or the gas? Technically it could be either one (although I know it should be referring to temperature just because I've learned about this stuff before).

The next big issue with this one is the lack of parallelism within the idiom "either X or Y." The original sentence says "it is either accompanied by... or an increase..." With these kinds of idioms, you have to be able to write both X and Y as though they are the sole enders of the sentence. So I need to be able to write complete sentences by saying "it is accompanied by..." (which is okay here) and "it is an increase in..." (which is not okay).
B has the same pronoun issue and also messes up the "accompanied by" idiom - it needs to say "accompanied either by X or by Y."
C (awkwardly) eliminates the pronoun issue but still messes up that idiom.
D eliminates the pronoun issue but still messes up that idiom.
E fixes both the pronoun ambiguity and the idiom error.

129. Some patients who do not respond to therapies for depression may simply have received inadequate treatment, having, for example, been prescribed a drug at a dosage too low to be effective or having been taken off a drug too soon.

A. having, for example, been prescribed a drug at a dosage too low to be effective or having been 
B. having, for example, a drug prescription that was ineffective because the dosage was too low, or being
C. as, for example, having too low of a dosage of a prescribed drug for it to be effective, or being 
D. when they have, for example, been prescribed too low a drug dosage to be effective, or were 
E. for example, when they have a drug prescription with a dosage too low to be effective, or been

Chose A, I am a pro today.
C would be incorrect because of Parallelism as well. Note that "as" creates a comparison, which is a special case of P-ism. Here the "as" connects "having too low a dosage" with "treatment." The same is the case with E, in a way, as the example give is not an example of a "treatment."

130. The budget for education reflects the administration's demand that the money is controlled by local school districts, but it can only be spent on teachers, not on books, computers, or other materials or activities.

A. the money is controlled by local school districts, but it can only be spent 
B. the money be controlled by local school districts, but it allows them to spend the money only 
C. the money is to be controlled by local school districts, but allowing it only to be spent 
D. local school districts are in control of the money, but it allows them to spend the money only 
E. local school districts are to be in control of the money, but it can only spend it


Went with B. I think I am having a lot of luck today.
131. Exceeding even the figures predicted by the most optimistic financial analysts, the automobile company had earnings in the first quarter that more than doubled the previous quarter.

A. company had earnings in the first quarter that more than doubled 
B. company earned more than double in the first quarter what they were in 
C. company had first quarter earnings that more than doubled those in 
D. company's earnings in the first quarter were more than double 
E. company's earnings in the first quarter were more than double those of

132. Constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D, 581-618). the Altar of Heaven is the oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice, more than 1.000 years older than a similar one in Beijing, it is the only altar found so far that predates the Qing dynasty (A.D. 1644-1912).

A. Constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D. 581-618), the Altar of Heaven is the oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice, more than 1,000 years older than a similar one in Beijing, it is

B. Constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D. 581-618), the Altar of Heaven, the oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice, is more than 1,000 years older than a similar one in Beijing and is

C. The Altar of Heaven, having been constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D. 581-618) and the oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice, is more than 1,000 years older than a similar one in Beijing and

D. The Altar of Heaven, which was constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D. 581-618) and is the oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice, more than 1,000 years older than a similar one in Beijing and is

E. The oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice, more than 1,000 years older than a similar one in Beijing, the Altar of Heaven, which was constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D. 581-618) and is
Because this sentence is long with many modifiers, I tried to do two things:
(1) Find all the modifiers, and made sure they are all used correctly, and
(2) Strip away all the modifiers, so the core of the sentence makes sense (this way, you can also identify other issues, like pronouns and subj-verb agreement)

Constructed at least as early as the Sui dynasty (A.D, 581-618), the Altar
of Heaven is the oldest known altar used in Chinese state religious practice,
more than 1,000 years older than a similar one in Beijing, it is the only altar
found so far that predates the Qing dynasty (A.D. 1644-1912).

The red phrase ("Constructed ...") properly modifies the Altar of Heaven.
The green phrase ("used in Chinese ...") properly modifies the altar.
The blue phrase ("more than 1000 yrs ...") IMPROPERLY modifies religious practice; this phrase really should modify Altar of Heaven, but is unjustifiably separated far from it.

If we strip away the modifiers, the sentence is: 
"The Altar of Heaven is the oldest known altar ... it is the only altar found."
This is a run-on sentence because you are connecting two independent clauses with only a comma; there needs to be a conjunction as well.

(B) correctly places the blue phrase next to the Altar of Heaven, and uses "and" to connect the two clauses.

(C) the two modifiers of the Altar of Heaven ("having been constructed," a participial phrase, and "the oldest known altar," a modified noun phrase) are not parallel. Also, "having been constructed" is wordy and awkward. The conjunction "and" at the end needs to join two verbs, so it should be "and is".

(D) The first part of the sentence ("The Altar ... Beijing and is") does not have a verb.

(E) It's not preferred (though not necessarily incorrect) to start the sentence with two modifying phrases. Also, the first part of the sentence ("The Altar of Heaven ... and is") does not have a verb.

133. Whereas heat transferred between the ocean and the atmosphere occurs more rapidly when the ocean is warmer than the air, it is slow when the ocean is colder. 
A. Whereas heat transferred between the ocean and the atmosphere occurs more rapidly when the ocean is warmer than the air, it is slow when the ocean is colder.

B. Unlike the slow process of heat transfer between the ocean and the atmosphere when the ocean is colder than the air, heat transfers more rapidly when the ocean is warmer.

C. The transfer of heat between the ocean and the atmosphere is slow when the ocean is colder than the air and more rapid when the ocean is warmer. 
D. Transferring heat between the ocean and the atmosphere occurs slowly when the ocean is colder than the air and more rapidly when it is warmer. 
E. When the ocean is colder than the atmosphere, heat transferred between them occurs slowly, unlike the more rapid transfer occurring when the ocean is warmer.

134. The rise of the Incan empire rested not only on the Incas' military might and the ability of their rulers but also they imposed a highly organized economic and political system on many different ethnic groups and permitting them to retain many of their customs and often their own leaders.

A. they imposed a highly organized economic and political system on many different ethnic groups and permitting them 
B. on their imposition of a highly organized economic and political system on many different ethnic groups, who were permitted 
C. because of their imposition of a highly organized economic and political system on many different ethnic groups, who they permitted
D. on their imposing of a highly organized economic and political system on many different ethnic groups and they permitted them 
E. imposing a highly organized economic and political system on many different ethnic groups, permitting them

135. Sixty-five million years ago, according to some scientists, an asteroid bigger than Mount Everest slammed into North America, which, causing plant and animal extinctions, marks the end of the geologic era known as the Cretaceous Period.

A. which, causing plant and animal extinctions, marks 
B. which caused the plant and animal extinctions marking 
C. and causing plant and animal extinctions that mark 
D. an event that caused plant and animal extinctions, and it marks 
E. an event that caused the plant and animal extinctions that mark
136. Although the vast constellation of small islands that dot the South Pacific has a population of only a few million people, it is home to about a sixth of the world's 6,000 or so languages.

A. Pacific has a population of only a few million people, it is 
B. Pacific has a population of only a few million people, they are 
C. Pacific is populated by only a few million people, and it is 
D. Pacific, having a population of only a few million people, is nonetheless
E. Pacific, populated by only a few million people, yet they are


Check every word (i.e. “and” in C)
137. Complex human traits such as artistic talent or social skill are likely to be shaped by thousands, if not tens of thousands, of the 80,000 or so genes in the human genome. 
A. such as artistic talent or social skill are likely to be shaped by thousands, if not tens of thousands, of the 80,000 or so

B. such as artistic talent or social skill are likely shaped by thousands, if not tens of thousands, of 80,000 or so of the

C. such as artistic talent or social skill is likely to be shaped by thousands, if not tens of thousands, of 80,000 or so of the

D. like artistic talent or social skill is likely to be shaped by thousands, if not tens of thousands, of the 80,000 or so

E. like artistic talent or social skill are likely shaped by thousands, if not tens of thousands, of the 80,000 or so
138. During the same period in which the Maya were developing a hieroglyphic system of writing, the Aztec people also developed a written language, but it was not as highly sophisticated as that of the Maya and was more pictographic in nature.

A. but it was not as highly sophisticated as that of the Maya and was 
B. but it was not as highly sophisticated as the Maya, being 
C. but, not as highly sophisticated as the Maya's, was 
D. not as highly sophisticated as that of the Maya, however, being 
E. not as highly sophisticated as the Maya's however, it was

139. Besides adding complementary flavors to many foods, hot sauces stimulate the release of endorphins in the brain, just as exercise does, and these have a pain-relieving effect like morphine's.

A. hot sauces stimulate the release of endorphins in the brain, just as exercise does, and these have a pain-relieving effect like morphine's 
B. hot sauces stimulate the release of endorphins in the brain, like exercise, and they have a pain-relieving effect that is like morphine 
C. hot sauces and exercise both stimulate the release of endorphins in the brain, and they have a pain-relieving effect like morphine 
D. the release of endorphins in the brain is stimulated both by hot sauces and exercise, and they have a pain-relieving effect like morphine's 
E. the release of endorphins in the brain is stimulated by hot sauces, just as with exercise, and these have a pain-relieving effect like that of morphine

Why A over C? Need “these”
(a) * poor parallelism. (a correct gmat choice would almost always include much closer parallelism, such as ...they do blah blah blah, like exercise, and they do blah blah blah, like morphine)
* can't use 'these' as a standalone pronoun. (this/that/these/those are only acceptable as adjectives - these people, that hypothesis, etc. - or as part of parallel constructions - the symphonies of beethoven vs. those of bach, etc.)

(b) faulty comparison (a pain-relieving effect is compared directly to morphine, rather than to the pain-relieving effect of morphine as obviously intended)

Choice C is wrong because the modifier at the beginning of the sentence modifies hot sauce and exercise. This is incorrect because only hot sauce should be modified by the modifier.
Choice D is wrong dangling modifier problem.
Choice E is wrong because of dangling modifier problem.


“-worst GMAT problem Ron’s ever seen”

140. A group of paleontologists recently announced that a site in Utah has yielded fossils of some of the biggest armored dinosaurs ever found, and they are at least 25 million years older than those of any similar dinosaur type that previously was found in North America.

A. and they are at least 25 million years older than those of any similar dinosaur type that previously was 
B. and that they were at least 25 million years older than any similar dinosaur type previously 
C. and the fossils are at least 25 million years older than any similar dinosaur types that previously were 
D. fossils that are at least 25 million years older than those of any similar dinosaur type previously 
E. fossils at least 25 million years older than similar dinosaur types that were previously

Super tough. Got to D because of meaning with fossils.
In this question, two "splits" provide insight into the grammatical issues under consideration. First, the original sentence and answer choice B use the ambiguous pronoun "they," which can refer either to fossils (correctly) or to paleontologists or dinosaurs (incorrectly). Once choices A and B are eliminated, the remaining choices test parallel structure by focusing on similar comparison terms. Answer choices C and E incorrectly compare fossils to dinosaur types; however, the sentence must compare fossils to fossils rather than fossils to dinosaurs. Answer choice D, the credited answer, corrects this comparison by including the pronoun those to explicitly refer to fossils.

alvin8139 - you are correct - this is an example of APPOSITIVE using embedded CONCRETE noun

We ate dinner in the revolving restaurant, the one in the tower. (appositive)

A group of paleontologists recently announced that a site in Utah has yielded fossils of some of the biggest armored dinosaurs ever found, fossils that are at least 25 million years older than those of any similar dinosaur type found in North America. (appositive)

A South American bird that forages for winged termites and other small insects while swinging upside down from the foliage of tall trees, the graveteiro belongs to the ovenbird family, a group of New World tropical birds that includes more than 230 species and is represented in virtually every kind of habitat. (Comma + APPOSITIVE/concrete noun)
141. Astronomers have uncovered evidence that a star that was as bright as the full moon exploding into view 340.000 years ago, emitting dazzling radiation that could have disrupted Earth's protective ozone layer and sunburned our Stone Age ancestors.

A. that a star that was as bright as the full moon exploding into view 340,000 years ago, emitting 
B. that a star as bright as the full moon exploded into view 340,000 years ago, emitting 
C. of a star that was as bright as the full moon exploding into view 340,000 years ago and that it emitted 
D. of a star as bright as the full moon, exploding into view 340,000 years ago and emitting 
E. of a star as bright as the full moon that exploded into view 340,000 years ago and that emitted

Thought it had to be “evidence of” so I went with E. But otherwise I would have chosen B.

Can you please explain why E can not be the best answer here? I think the OA should be E


* the "that" modifier is ambiguous. it's supposed to modify "a star as bright as the full moon", but we could also read it as modifying "the full moon" itself.

* "that exploded..." and "that emitted..." are in parallel, even though they shouldn't be.
if you use these in parallel, separated by the word "and" (as is done in choice e), then the (incorrect) implication is that they represent two separate, not-necessarily-related actions.
that's wrong. one of these things (emitting...) is a SUB-EVENT of the other, so they should NOT be in parallel. instead, the sub-event should be subordinated with an -ing modifier, exactly as is done in (b).
142. To protect English manufacturers of woolen goods both against American and Irish competition, England passed the Woolens Act of 1698, which prohibited the export of woolen cloth beyond a colony's borders.

A. To protect English manufacturers of woolen goods both against American and Irish competition, England passed the Woolens Act of 1698

B. In order to protect English manufacturers of woolen goods against both American and Irish competition, England passed the Woolens Act of 1698

C. In order to protect English manufacturers of woolen goods against American, as well as against Irish, competition, the Woolens Act of 1698 was passed by England

D. For protecting English manufacturers of woolen goods against American, as well as Irish, competition, England passed the Woolens Act of 1698

E. For the protection of English manufacturers of woolen goods against both American and Irish competition, the Woolens Act of 1698, passed by England
143. By pressing a tiny amount of nitrogen between two diamonds to a pressure of 25 million pounds per square inch, scientists not only were able to transform the gas into a solid, but they also created a semiconductor similar to silicon.

A. not only were able to transform the gas into a solid, but they also created 
B. not only were able to transform the gas into a solid but also creating

C. were able not only to transform the gas into a solid but to create

D. were able not only to transform the gas into a solid but also creating

E. were not only able to transform the gas into a solid, but they were also able to create
E isn't parallel.
Parallel would be "were able // not only (to X) but also (to Y)" ("were able" applies to both parts, while "to X" and "to Y" are parallel)
But this choice says "were able // not only (to X) but they were also (able to Y)"
So the opening "were able" should apply to both sets of parentheses, which would give us "were able able to Y." Which is obviously not grammatically correct. :)

I see it now. I am off today.

if you have a two-part parallel construction - such as "not only ... but also" - your detection of parallelism (or lack thereof) should be COMPLETELY mechanical. just look at the words that follow the first part, and look at the words that follow the second part (and DON'T ignore any words). if they don't have the same grammatical structure, then the parallelism is faulty. end of story.

choice (a):
not only were able to transform the gas into a solid, but they also created
the blue parts aren't parallel, because there's a subject in the second part but not in the first. and you are not, not, NOT allowed to ignore "they" in the second part.
and because "scientists" comes before "not only", you must ignore it.

…]

IN ACTUALITY, there is really only one base structure here, which is "not ... but ..."

that's actually the only TRUE set of parallel markers here. "only" and "also" are adverbs, and so ultimately function as modifiers -- i.e., they aren't necessary to the structure.
still, since "not only ... but also ..." is so common, you may want to memorize it separately -- but be aware that this is NOT the only correct form of this idiom.

the MOST reliable way to deconstruct this idiom is just to memorize "not ... but ...", and then ignore the adjectives "only" and "also" in deciding whether structures are grammatically parallel.
in deciding the MEANING of the structure, you can't dismiss "only" and "also" ... but that's a separate issue. see below.

--

EXAMPLES:
BE SURE YOU CAN UNDERSTAND WHY EACH OF THESE IS CORRECT OR INCORRECT

the writer was not only mortified by her mistake but determined to correct it in print.
--> CORRECT

the writer not only was mortified by her mistake but was determined to correct it in print.
--> CORRECT

the writer was not only mortified by her mistake but was determined to correct it in print.
--> INCORRECT

the small child was relieved to hear that the rustling under the bed was caused not by a ghost but by his pet cat.
--> CORRECT

the small child was relieved to hear that the rustling under the bed was caused not by a ghost but his pet cat.
--> INCORRECT

--

SO WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE, THEN, WITH
"not only ... but also ..."
"not only ... but ..."
"not ... but ..."
?

the difference here is strictly one of MEANING.

the first two are pretty similar; the last one is TOTALLY different.

(1) "not only ... but also ..." is used to refer to two descriptions that REINFORCE each other (i.e., both have the same connotation -- two good things, two bad things, two helpful things, etc.), but are fundamentally independent.
ex:
this drug is not only an alertness aid, but also an antidepressant.
--> "alertness aid" and "antidepressant" are TWO GOOD THINGS that have basically NOTHING TO DO WITH EACH OTHER.
therefore, "not only ... but also".

(2) "not only ... but ..." is also used to refer to two descriptions that REINFORCE each other, but it's generally used when the second description EXPANDS or GOES BEYOND the first.
ex:
ryan not only competed in all the events, but won first prize in three of them.
--> note that "won first prize in three of [the events]" is an EXTENSION of "compet[ing] in all the events". these are not independent.

the above difference between (1) and (2) is subtle, and is therefore not terribly important. however, you MUST be able to tell those from the next one:

(3) "not ... but ..." is used when the FIRST thing is EXPECTED, ASSUMED, or PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT, but is REFUTED / CONTRADICTED / DISPROVED by the SECOND thing.
ex:
the snacks known as "french fries" were invented not in france, but in belgium.
--> the initial assumption, which is refuted, is that french fries are from france.
144. In contrast to ongoing trade imbalances with China and Japan, the United States trade deficit with Mexico declined by $500 million as a result of record exports to that country.
A. In contrast to ongoing trade imbalances with China and Japan, the United States trade deficit with Mexico declined by $500 million as a result of record exports to that country.

B. In contrast to ongoing trade imbalances with China and Japan, the United States sold record exports to Mexico, reducing its trade deficit by $500 million.

C. When compared with ongoing trade imbalances with China and Japan, the United States sold record exports to Mexico, reducing their trade deficit by $500 million.

D. Compared with ongoing trade imbalances with China and Japan, the United States sold record exports to Mexico, reducing the trade deficit by $500 million.

E. Compared to ongoing trade imbalances with China and Japan, the United States record exports to Mexico caused a $500 million decline in the trade deficit with that country.
145. Many environmentalists, and some economists, say that free trade encourages industry to relocate to countries with ineffective or poorly enforced antipollution laws, mostly in the developing world, and that, in order to maintain competitiveness, rich nations have joined this downward slide toward more lax attitudes about pollution.

A. that, in order to maintain competitiveness, rich nations have joined this downward slide toward more lax attitudes about pollution

B. that, for maintaining competitiveness, rich nations join in this downward slide toward more lax attitudes about pollution

C. that rich nations join this downward slide toward more lax attitudes about pollution because of wanting to maintain competitiveness

D. that in rich nations, joining this downward slide toward more lax attitudes about pollution is a result of wanting to maintain competition

E. that wanting to maintain competition is making rich nations join in this downward slide toward an attitude about pollution that is more lax
146. With an awareness that there are connotations associated with the numbers 1 and 2 and the letters A and B, companies conducting consumer taste tests of foods or beverages typically choose numbers such as 697 or 483 to label the products.

A. With an awareness that there are connotations associated with the numbers 1 and 2 and the letters A and B 
B. Because the numbers 1 and 2 and the letters A and B have connotations they are aware of 
C. Because of an awareness of the numbers 1 and 2 and the letters A and B having connotations 
D. Aware of the connotations of the numbers 1 and 2 and the letters A and B 
E. Since the numbers 1 and 2 and the letters A and B have connotations associated with them and they are aware of it
Chose D. I know A sounds terrible but I was worried about the 
connotations of” in D.

147. The continental United States receives an average of 30 inches of precipitation a year; transpiration from soil and from plants returns approximately 21 of the 30 inches to the atmosphere, while the balance of 9 inches contributes to the flow of streams and rivers.

A. transpiration from soil and from plants returns approximately 21 of the 30 inches to the atmosphere, while the balance of 9 inches contributes to the flow

B. even though transpiration from soil and from plants returns approximately 21 of the 30 inches to the atmosphere, the remainder of 9 inches contribute to the flowing

C. although transpiration from soil and from plants return approximately 21 of the 30 inches to the atmosphere, the balance of 9 inches contribute to the flowing

D. with transpiration from soil and from plants to return approximately 21 inches to the atmosphere, the rest of the 9 inches contributes to the flow

E. as transpiration from soil and from plants return approximately 21 of the 30 inches to the atmosphere, the rest of the 9 inches contribute to the flow
Is it correct that "while" is being used to indicate "simultaneity" in answer choice A?
then i notice a lot of the answer choices try to mimic the "while" as the contrast version and are therefore wrong: "even though", "although"
yes
conclude that:
XX feet, gallons, inches, ohms, amps is singular;
XX feet, gallons, inches, ohms, amps of N[wether N is countable or not] is plural.
148. India, like Italy and China, has no single dominant cuisine:  Indian food comprises many different styles of cooking, with each a product of their regional influences, from the fiery vegetarian dishes of the south to the Portuguese-influenced Goan cooking of the west, to the more familiar Mogul food of the north.

A. with each a product of their 
B. with each as a product of its 
C. each products of their 
D. each a product of 
E. each products of

Chose D because I though it had to be a “product of regional influences.” 

each style of cooking (singular) is a product of... blah blah blah. this construction equates the two, so it makes sense.
here are two other examples (both correct):
the gallery featured only four paintings, all art-deco pieces on canvas.
the gallery featured only four paintings, each a definitive masterwork of its creator

149. Stock levels for domestic crude oil are far lower than in past years, leaving domestic oil prices vulnerable to any hints of oil supplies being disrupted in the Middle East or to any unexpected consumer demand growth possibly prompted by colder-than-normal temperatures.

A. leaving domestic oil prices vulnerable to any hints of oil supplies being disrupted in the Middle East or to any unexpected consumer demand growth possibly

B. leaving domestic oil prices vulnerable to any hints of oil supply disruptions in the Middle East or any unexpected growth in consumer demand that might be

C. leaving domestic oil prices vulnerable to any hints of oil supplies that are disrupted in the Middle East or to any unexpected growth in consumer demand as was possibly

D. resulting in the fact that domestic oil prices are vulnerable to any hints of oil supplies being disrupted in the Middle East or to any unexpected consumer demand growth possibly

E. resulting in the fact of domestic oil prices that are vulnerable to any hints of oil supply disruptions in the Middle East or to any unexpected growth in consumer demand that might be
Wow. Got to B but it was tough. Process of elimination. Why doesn’t the “to” have to be repeated here?

"might be" and "possibly" have largely similar meanings, so they can be interchanged with each other. (you can actually take this problem as proof of this fact, since the correct answer takes out "possibly" and replaces it with "might...".)

the sentence would only be redundant if it contained BOTH of these (i.e., if it contained both "possibly" AND "might").


there are two kinds of parallel signals: ONE-PART (such as "and", "or", "but"), and TWO-PART (such as "not only ... but also", "both ... and").

when you have PARALLELISM WITH A ONE-PART SIGNAL, the only words that are "locked in" are the ones directly FOLLOWING the signal.
as long as you can find the corresponding structure in the other part, then the parallelism is fine.

examples:
i worked in nevada and florida.
i worked in nevada and in florida.

BOTH OF THESE ARE FINE.

reasons:
in the first, the part that's "locked in" by the signal and is just florida. therefore, the parallel construction would be just nevada.
since that construction is there, the sentence is parallel:
i worked in 
nevada 
and 
florida.

in the second, the part that's "locked in" by the signal and is in florida. therefore, the parallel construction would be just in nevada.
since that construction is there, the sentence is parallel:
i worked 
in nevada 
and 
in florida.

--

for completely analogous reasons, this sentence would be fine either with or without your second "that":

an increase that 
would amount to roughly five miles per gallon 
and 
would represent...

an increase 
that would amount to roughly five miles per gallon 
and 
that would represent...

150. Most of the purported health benefits of tea comes from antioxidants—compounds also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C that inhibit the formation of plaque along the body's blood vessels.

A. comes from antioxidants—compounds also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C that

B. comes from antioxidants—compounds that are also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C, and they

C. come from antioxidants—compounds also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C, and

D. come from antioxidants—compounds that are also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C and that

E. come from antioxidants—compounds also found in beta carotene, vitamin E, and vitamin C, and they
at best, 'they' is an ambiguous pronoun that potentially refers either to 'antioxidants'/'compounds' or to 'health benefits'. at worst it refers to 'health benefits', the subject of the preceding sentence, by default. either way, you've got problems.

the other problem is that a single dash of the sort that sets off the descriptor in this problem is akin to a single comma: both set off an appositive phrase, which is NOT allowed to contain independent clauses (such as the one beginning with 'they' in choice e). choice d follows the rules here, as, after the dash, it contains only subordinate clauses.
151. Australian embryologists have found evidence that suggests that the elephant is descended from an aquatic animal, and its trunk originally evolved as a kind of snorkel.

A. that suggests that the elephant is descended from an aquatic animal, and its trunk originally evolved
B. that has suggested the elephant descended from an aquatic animal, its trunk originally evolving

C. suggesting that the elephant had descended from an aquatic animal with its trunk originally evolving

D. to suggest that the elephant has descended from an aquatic animal and its trunk originally evolved

E. to suggest that the elephant is descended from an aquatic animal and that its trunk originally evolved

Chose “E” because parallelism and also because you have to say “is descended.”

so, i'll assume that you're asking WHY "is descended" is correct, and not WHICH ONE.

"has descended" means "has moved downward". this can be in either a literal sense (he has descended to sea level from a height of 8000 feet) or a metaphorical sense (i don't want to descend to the level of common street thugs), but it can't refer to ancestry.

if you mean to discuss ancestry, which is clearly the case here, then you must use "is descended".

152. Officials at the United States Mint believe that the Sacagawea dollar coin will be used more as a substitute for four quarters rather than for the dollar bill because its weight, only 8.1 grams, is far less than four quarters, which weigh 5.67 grams each.

A. more as a substitute for four quarters rather than for the dollar bill because its weight, only 8.1 grams, is far less than

B. more as a substitute for four quarters than the dollar bill because it weighs only 8.1 grams, far less than

C. as a substitute for four quarters more than for the dollar bill because it weighs only 8.1 grams, far less than

D. as a substitute for four quarters more than the dollar bill because its weight of only 8.1 grams is far lighter than it is for

E. as a substitute more for four quarters rather than for the dollar bill because its weight, only 8.1 grams, is far less than it is for 
Tough! Got to C through parallelism. 

153. One automobile manufacturer has announced plans to increase the average fuel efficiency of its sport utility vehicles by 25 percent over the next five years, amounting to roughly five miles per gallon, and representing the first significant change in the fuel efficiency of any class of passenger vehicle in almost two decades

A. amounting to roughly five miles per gallon, and representing

B. amounting to roughly five miles per gallon, and it would represent

C. an increase that would amount to roughly five miles per gallon and it would represent

D. an increase that would amount to roughly five miles per gallon and would represent

E. which is an increase amounting to roughly five miles per gallon, representing

154. A new genetically engineered papaya was produced not by seed companies who have been motivated by profit, which was the case with most genetically modified crops previously approved for commercial use, but university and United States Department of Agriculture researchers who allowed growers to sue it free of charge.

A. produced not by seed companies who have been motivated by profit, which was the case with most genetically modified crops previously approved for commercial use, but

B. produced not by profited-motivated seed companies, the case with most genetically modified crops previously approved for commercial use, but

C. produced not by profited-motivated seed companies, as was the case with most genetically modified crops previously approved for commercial use, but by

D. not produced by profited-motivated seed companies, which was the case with most genetically modified crops previously approved for commercial use, but was produced by

E. not produced by seed companies who have been motivated by profit, the case with most genetically modified crops previously approved for commercial use, but by

155. The bones of Majungatholus atopus, a meat-eating dinosaur that is a distant relative of Tyrannosaurus rex and closely resembles South American predatory dinosaurs, have been discovered in Madagascar.

A. The bones of Majungatholus atopus, a meat-eating dinosaur that is a distant relative of Tyrannosaurus rex and closely resembles South American predatory dinosaurs, have been discovered in Madagascar.

B. The bones of a meat-eating dinosaur, Majungatholus atopus, a distant relative of Tyrannosaurus rex and with a close resemblance to South American predatory dinosaurs, has been discovered in Madagascar.

C. In Madagascar, the bones of a meat-eating dinosaur, Majungatholus atopus, distantly related to Tyrannosaurus rex and closely resembled South American predatory dinosaurs, have been discovered.

D. A distant relative of Tyrannosaurus rex, bearing a close resemblance to South American predatory dinosaurs is Majungatholus atopus, a meat-eating dinosaur, the bones of which have been discovered in Madagascar.

E. A distant relative of Tyrannosaurus rex and closely resembling South American predatory dinosaurs, the bones of meat-eating dinosaur, Majungatholus atopus, have been discovered in Madagascar.

156. Part of the proposed increase in state education spending is due to higher enrollment, since the number of students in public schools have grown steadily since the mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, are at a record high.

A. enrollment, since the number of students in public schools have grown steadily since the mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, are at

B. enrollment, with a number of students in public schools growing steadily since the mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, reaching

C. enrollment: since students in public schools have grown steadily since the mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, have reached

D. enrollment: the number of students in public schools has grown steadily since the mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, has reached

E. enrollment: students in public schools have grown steadily in number since the mid-1980’s and, at nearly 47 million, are at

157. In the mid-1920s the Hawthorne Works of the Western Electric Company was the scene of an intensive series of experiments that would investigate changes in working conditions as to their effects on workers’ performance.

A. that would investigate changes in working conditions as to their effects on workers’ performance

B. investigating the effects that changes in working conditions would have one workers’ performance

C. for investigating what the effects on workers’ performance are that changes in working conditions would cause

D. that investigated changes in working conditions’ effects on workers’ performance

E. to investigate what the effects changes in working conditions would have on workers’ performance
Sounded like B to me but went with D because of “would” in B. I was wrong.

(b) is the best choice here.

(a) is vague because it's overly indirect: the meaning of "investigate changes ... as to their effects" is unclear. what's more, it's probably considered unidiomatic as well, at least in this sort of context.

(b) = correct
the participle "investigating" follows "experiments" immediately. no filler words are necessary; this is good concision.
the wording is clear; there are no awkward double possessives, etc., as in some of the other choices.
"would" is used properly here, as a past-tense form of "will". (i.e., if this sentence were translated into the present tense, it would read "...that changes ... will have")

(c) is ridiculously wordy; there's no way you should give this choice any serious consideration. if you don't realize pretty quickly that this choice is wrong, you should go back and read through a bunch of correct OG answers, trying to internalize the sights and sounds (the "vibe") of the correct answers.

(d) "changes in working conditions' effects" is at best awkward and vague, and at worst ambiguous: the intended meaning is the effects of the changes, but this sentence seems to indicated the effects of the conditions themselves. in other words, a literal reading of this sentence seems to indicate that the conditions themselves haven't changed - only their effects have. that's not the intended meaning of the original.

(e) "what the effects" is ungrammatical.
also, in constructions of this sort, "what" is generally redundant / unnecessary; it's better merely to say "to investigate X" rather than to say "to investigate what X is" (or other such wordy construction).
158. Since the start of the space age, more and more littering has occurred in orbits near Earth, often because the intentional discarding of lens caps, packing material, fuel tanks, and payload covers.

A. more and more littering has occurred in orbits near Earth, often because

B. orbits near Earth have become more and more littered, often from

C. orbits near Earth become littered more and more, often resulting from

D. there have been more and more littering of orbits near Earth, often because of

E. there had been littering more and more of orbits near Earth, often with

159. Now that so much data travels via light—i.e., is carried in glass fibers rather than by electrical current—one goal of semiconductor research is to develop a silicon chip that can transmit and receive light signals directly, a development that mav one dav lead to smaller, faster semiconductors.

A. to develop a silicon chip that can transmit and receive light signals directly, a development that may one day lead

B. to develop a silicon chip with the capability of transmitting and receiving light signals directly, which may one day lead

C. the development of a silicon chip that has the capability of transmitting and receiving light signals directly, a development maybe one day leading

D. developing a silicon chip that can transmit and receive light signals directly, which may one day lead

E. developing a silicon chip with the ability to transmit and receive light signals directly, with this development maybe one day leading
160. Just as the free computer operating system Linux has of late become even more crash resistant, so support for it within the computer industry has been growing. 
A. as the free computer operating system Linux has of late become even more crash resistant, so

B. as with the free computer operating system Linux that has of late become even more crash resistant, so the 
C. as the free computer operating system Linux has of late become even more crash resistant, so it has been that 
D. like with the free computer operating system Linux becoming even more crash resistant of late, so 
E. like the free computer operating system Linux that has of late become even more crash resistant, so it is that

Got down to A, B & C. Somehow got to A. 

Yep! There are all kinds of weird little idioms such as this one. The general idea is that "just as X is true / is so, Y is true / is so."

Whenever you have these kinds of "paired" idioms (with X and Y), you need to use parallelism for the two items X and Y. 

A says Just as X [noun verb (that is, independent clause), so Y [noun verb (another independent clause)] That looks pretty good

B says Just as with X [noun that verb (that is, not an independent clause), so Y [noun verb (independent clause)] Hm. Not so good. I've got a "with X" but no "with Y" and X isn't an independent clause while Y is. Elim B.

C - the only difference here is at the end: "so" vs "so it has been that." The latter is wordy. I can say the same thing just using "so." And the X starts with the noun I'm discussing (the operating system) while this one starts with "it has been that" before getting to the noun I want to talk about: support. Not very parallel. Elim C.
161. With a new park, stadium, and entertainment complex along the Delaware River, Trenton, New Jersey, is but one of a large number of communities that is looking to use its waterfront as a way for it to improve the quality of urban life and attract new businesses.

A. is looking to use its waterfront as a way for it to improve the quality of urban life and attract 
B. is looking at using its waterfront to improve the quality of urban life and attract

C. are looking to use their waterfronts to improve the quality of urban life and attract

D. are looking to use its waterfront as a way of improving the quality of urban life and attracting 
E. are looking at using their waterfronts as a way of improving the quality of urban life and attract

Went with A over C. How can we tell whether it is singular or plural!?

Communities ARE not IS

162. Although ice particles in the upper atmosphere benefit Earth in that they reflect and absorb solar radiation, acting as a global thermostat and thus keeping Earth from either burning up or freezing over, thev also accelerate the destruction of the ozone layer by reacting with chlorofluorocarbons (CFC's).

A. acting as a global thermostat and thus keeping Earth from either burning up or freezing over, they also accelerate

B. acting as a global thermostat and thus keeping Earth either from burning up or freezing over, while also accelerating

C. act as a global thermostat and thus keep Earth from either burning up or freezing over, while also accelerating

D. they act as a global thermostat that thus keeps Earth either from burning up or freezing over, even though it also accelerates

E. they act as a global thermostat to thus keep Earth from either burning up or freezing over, but they also accelerate
163. Unlike other Mayan cities, Cancun's commercial power throughout the lowlands seems to be from using its strategic position at the foot of the highlands, which were a source of jade, obsidian, and other valuable commodities.

A. Cancun's commercial power throughout the lowlands seems to be from using its strategic position at the foot of the highlands, which were a source of jade, obsidian, and other valuable commodities

B. Cancun's commercial power throughout the lowlands seems to have come from using its strategic position at the foot of the highlands, a source of jade, obsidian, and other valuable commodities

C. the commercial power of Cancun throughout the lowlands seemed to have come from using its strategic position at the foot of the highlands, a source of jade, obsidian, and other valuable commodities

D. Cancun seemed to be using its strategic position at the foot of the highlands, which was a source of jade, obsidian, and other valuable commodities, in becoming a commercial power throughout the lowlands 

E. Cancun seems to have used its strategic position at the foot of the highlands, a source of jade, obsidian, and other valuable commodities, to become a commercial power throughout the lowlands
164. In the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the United States acquired 828,000 square miles for about four cents an acre, which more than doubled the country's size and that brought its western border within reach of the Pacific Ocean.

A. In the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the United States acquired 828,000 square miles for about four cents an acre, which more than doubled the country's size and that brought

B. For about four cents an acre the United States acquired, in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, 828,000 square miles, more than doubling the country's size and it brought

C. With the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, the United States acquired 828,000 square miles for about four cents an acre, more than doubling its size and bringing

D. The United States, in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, for about four cents an acre, acquired 828,000 square miles, more than doubling the country's size, bringing

E. Acquiring 828,000 square miles in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, the United States bought it for about four cents an acre, more than doubling the country's size and bringing

Super tough. Got to C through process of elim.

well, the first and foremost thing about choice (d) is that it's absolutely horrible.
if you were a native speaker, you would look at it and want to throw things against the wall. it's just that bad (in terms of total awkwardness).

weirdly enough, i don't think there is anything that is actually ungrammatical about it. i think its primary problems have to do with clarity:
* "in the louisiana purchase" is placed AFTER "the united states". this placement implies that the united states itself is actually contained within the louisiana purchase.
* "for about four cents an acre" is placed in a place that is unclear.

also:
* the cadence of the sentence is just awful. it's like blurt, comma, blurt, comma, blurt, comma, blurt, etc.
this is not the sort of thing that a non-native speaker could be expected to reject right away, but this is just not the style of acceptable writing.

Choice E - but... you have a pronoun shift; you have "it" and "its" in the same clause, but they're trying to refer to different things. that's not acceptable.

After studying explanations of people in this post i sum it as follows:
(A): "which" followed by comma is expected to modify "an acre", "in the Louisiana purchase, U.s" is wierd in meaning
(B): acquire should plus something
(D): is bad in structure with xxx,xxxx,xxx,xxxx,xxxxx
(E): we have pronoun shift: "it" and "its" modify 2 different things which is not allowed in writing (Ron said)
Please correct me if i'm wrong.

(A): "which" followed by comma is expected to modify "an acre", "in the Louisiana purchase, U.s" is wierd in meaning
i think you have the right idea in your discussion of "which", but, just to clarify -- that "which" is trying to refer to the entire idea of the preceding clause, but grammatical rules will allow it to apply to, at the very most, "four cents an acre".
regarding the initial modifier ("in the louisiana purchase"), no, that's incorrect -- generally, when a sentence starts with a prepositional phrase in front of a comma, that prepositional phrase modifies the meaning of the entire clause that follows. so this modifier is fine.
(B): acquire should plus something
i'm not really sure what this means.
if you mean that the word “acquire” should have an object, note that it does -- "828,000 square miles", which is admittedly placed in a strange location (after another modifier), but is there.

here are a couple of more serious problems that i see with that answer choice:
* the repeated pronoun "it" is inappropriate if you have two actions, with the same subject, connected by "and". this is a rather arbitrary convention -- probably aimed at making sentences more readable while reducing redundancy -- but it's pretty firm: for example, "james drank a glass of water and took a nap" is considered a proper parallel structure while “james drink a glass of water and he took a nap” is not. in general, you don't use a second subject in such parallel structures, unless it's a different subject.
* the parallelism exists between "it brought..." and "the united states acquired...". this parallelism is inappropriate, suggesting that both of these events occurred at a rate of four cents per acre (nonsense for "it brought..."). moreover, the elements that should be parallel (the forms of "double" and "bring") aren't parallel; this kind of “mistake by omission” is also a mistake.
(D): is bad in structure with xxx,xxxx,xxx,xxxx,xxxxx
ya -- more precisely, this choice has an -ING modifier modifying another -ING modifier. i don't think that's a legitimate structure; at the very least, i have certainly never seen it in any halfway legitimate official sentence.
(E): we have pronoun shift: "it" and "its" modify 2 different things which is not allowed in writing (Ron said)
hmm yeah -- that's an issue here, but note that the "it" and "its" are in different clauses. moreover, note that the noun "country's", which intervenes between those two pronouns, conveniently serves as a referent for the pronoun "its".
this is one of those sentences in which a native speaker's first reaction would be something along the lines of, "huh? i can't tell at first glance what that pronoun stands for". ... but let me try to come up with something specific:
the intended referent of the pronoun is used:
* prior to the pronoun
-- AND --
* as the object of a preposition
if a referent ever satisfies both of these criteria, it is very unlikely that it's a legitimate referent for a pronoun.
165. Blaming its recent troubles on a widening recession and slow rate of technology spending, the computer company announced that it would cut 10 percent of its workforce—more than 2.000 jobs—and expected to report a loss in its third quarter.

A. company announced that it would cut 10 percent of its workforce—more than 2,000 jobs—and expected to report a

B. company announced that there would be a cut—10 percent of its workforce, which was more than 2,000 jobs—and expected a reported

C. company announced the cutting of its workforce by 10 percent, more than 2,000 jobs, and it expected a reported

D. company's announcement included the cutting of its workforce by 10 percent, or more than 2,000 jobs, and expecting to report a

E. company's announcement included cutting its workforce—which is more than 2,000 jobs—and expecting there to be a reported
166. Nine months after the county banned jet skis and other water bikes from the tranquil waters of Puget Sound, a judge overturned the ban on the grounds of violating state laws for allowing the use of personal watercraft on common waterways.

A. of violating state laws for allowing

B. of their violating state laws to allow

C. that it violates state laws that allowed

D. that it violated state laws allowing

E. that state laws were being violated allowing
167. Britain's economic growth was slower in the mid-1970's and its decline much more rapid in the subsequent recession than the United States.
A. Britain's economic growth was slower in the mid-1970's and its decline much more rapid in the subsequent recession than the United States.

B. The economic growth of Britain was slower in the mid-1970's and it declined much more rapidly in the subsequent recession than the United States did.

C. Britain's economy, which grew more slowly in the mid-1970's, also had declined much more rapidly in the subsequent recession than the United States did.

D. The economy of Britain grew more slowly in the mid-1970's and declined much more rapidly in the subsequent recession than did the economy of the United States.

E. Britain's economy grew more slowly in the mid-1970's and its decline was much more rapid during the subsequent recession than the economy of the United States.
Tough parallelism.

168. Unlike psychiatrists, who are trained as medical doctors, psychologists have historically been forbidden from prescribing their patients drugs, but in 2002 New Mexico began to grant the privilege of prescribing to licensed, doctoral level psychologists who complete an additional training and certification program.

A. psychologists have historically been forbidden from prescribing their patients drugs, but in 2002 New Mexico began to grant the privilege of prescribing

B. psychologists have historically been forbidden to prescribe drugs for their patients, but in 2002 New Mexico began granting prescribing privileges

C. psychologists have historically been forbidden to prescribe their patients drugs, but in 2002 in New Mexico, the privilege to prescribe began to be granted

D. historically psychologists have been forbidden from prescribing their patients drugs, but in 2002 New Mexico began to grant the privilege of prescribing

E. historically psychologists have been forbidden from prescribing drugs for their patients, but in 2002 in New Mexico, they began granting prescribing privileges
A is wrong because you don’t prescribe your patients. 
* "forbid ... to" is more or less universally preferred to "forbid ... from" in formal written english, so i would assume that the gmat will follow the same preference.

a couple of other points:
* "prescribe drugs for their patients" is much better than "prescribe their patients drugs" (which would be fine in spoken language, but is at best awkward and at worst ambiguous when written)
* "prescribing privileges" is better than "the privilege to prescribe / privilege of prescribing", especially if the latter is placed at the end of the underlined part (as it is in choice a). the problem with the wording in choices (a) and (d) is that it's ambiguous: "...the privilege of prescribing to ... psychologists" could be taken to mean that the prescriptions themselves are being written for psychologists.
169. The Chicago and Calumet Rivers originally flowed into the St. Lawrence by way of Lake Michigan, but having been redirected by constructing canals so that the water now empties into the Mississippi by way of the Illinois River.

A. Rivers originally flowed into the St. Lawrence by way of Lake Michigan, but having been redirected by constructing 
B. Rivers had originally flowed into the St. Lawrence by way of Lake Michigan, but they have been redirected by constructing 
C. Rivers, which originally flowed into the St. Lawrence by way of Lake Michigan but have been redirected by the construction of 
D. Rivers, originally flowing into the St. Lawrence by way of Lake Michigan, but having been redirected by the construction of 
E. Rivers, originally flowing into the St. Lawrence by way of Lake Michigan, have been redirected through the construction of

170. Pioneered by scientists at Los Alamos National Laboratory, BEAM robots are not programmed to walk: instead they use brainlike circuits called neural networks to learn to walk through trial and error.

A. BEAM robots are not programmed to walk; instead they use brainlike circuits called neural networks to learn to walk through trial and error

B. BEAM robots learn to walk through trial and error by using brainlike circuits called neural networks instead of by programming them

C. BEAM robots are not being programmed to walk but instead using brainlike circuits called neural networks and learning to walk through trial and error

D. brainlike circuits called neural networks are used instead of programming for BEAM robots learning to walk through trial and error

E. brainlike circuits called neural networks are being used for BEAM robots that learn to walk through trial and error instead of being programmed

171. Even though it was not illegal for the bank to share its customers' personal and financial information with an outside marketing company in return for a commission on sales, the state's attorney general accused the bank of engaging in deceptive business practices by failing to honor its promise to its customers to keep records private.

A. by failing to honor its promise to its customers to keep 
B. by its failure of honoring its promise to its customers to keep 
C. in its failing to honor its promise to its customers of keeping 
D. because of its failure in honoring its promise to its customers in keeping 
E. because of its failure to honor its promise to its customers of keeping

Stuck between A & E. Went with E but should have chosen A.

The primary distinction between choices A and B is idiomatic. Choice B uses the unidiomatic failure of honoring rather than the idiomatic failure to honor.

two things:
(1) incorrect idiom: 'promise of keeping' is wrong. the correct form is 'promise to keep'.
(2) change in meaning: the correct meaning is what appears in the original sentence, namely, that the failure to honor promises WAS the deceptive business practice. choice e, with its use of 'because', implies that the failure to keep promises LED TO (other) deceptive business practices. remember that you have to interpret words like 'because' very, very literally.

* if you say "subject + clause + BY VERBing", then "by VERBing" must explain HOW the main clause occurred.
e.g.
i prepared for the test by reviewing takeaways on the MGMAT forums.
note that the boldface clause describes HOW i prepared for the test.

choice (c) means that using websites, etc. was how the industry organized the campaign -- in other words, they used the websites and public meetings to organize the campaign in the first place. that's an incorrect meaning.
(the campaign ITSELF used these things; the correct modifier in (a) and (b) shows that relationship.)

* if you say "subject + clause + IN VERBing", then subject + clause must be an ACTUAL PART of the action of VERBing.
e.g.
i solved all the problems in OG12 in preparing for the GMAT.
--> notice that solving the problems IS ACTUALLY PART OF preparing for the test.
172. The hognose snake puts on an impressive bluff, hissing and rearing back, broadens the flesh behind its head the way a cobra does, feigning repeated strikes, but, having no dangerous fangs and no venom, eventually, if its pursuer is not cowed by the performance, will fall over and play dead.

A. broadens the flesh behind its head the way a cobra does, feigning repeated strikes, but, having no dangerous fangs and no venom,

B. broadens the flesh behind its head the way a cobra does and feigns repeated strikes, but with no dangerous fangs and no venom,

C. broadening the flesh behind its head the way a cobra does and feigning repeated strikes, but it has no dangerous fangs and no venom, and

D. broadening the flesh behind its head the way a cobra does and feigns repeated strikes, but with no dangerous fangs and no venom, and

E. broadening the flesh behind its head the way a cobra does, feigning repeated strikes, but with no dangerous fangs and no venom, and
173. It is unclear whether chimpanzees are unique among nonhuman species in their ability to learn behaviors from one another, or if. when other animals are studied in as much depth, similar patterns would be found.

A. if, when other animals are studied in as much depth, similar patterns would be found 
B. if other animals were studied with as much depth they would exhibit similar patterns 
C. would similar patterns be found in other animals if they were studied in as much depth 
D. whether similar patterns would be exhibited in other animals that were studied with as much depth
E. whether other animals would exhibit similar patterns if they were studied in as much depth
174. Paper production accounts for approximately 40 percent of the world's industrial use of wood, and the market for paper is growing faster than it is for all major wood products.

A. the market for paper is growing faster than it is for all 
B. the market for paper is growing faster than the market for all other 
C. the market for it is growing faster than it is for all other 
D. its market is growing faster than the market for all 
E. its market is growing faster than it is for all other
175. Thomas Eakins's powerful style and his choices of subject—the advances in modern surgery, the discipline of sport, the strains of individuals in tension with society or even with themselves—was as disturbing to his own time as it is compelling for ours.

A. was as disturbing to his own time as it is 
B. were as disturbing to his own time as they are 
C. has been as disturbing in his own time as they are 
D. had been as disturbing in his own time as it was 
E. have been as disturbing in his own time as
176. The Nobel Prize in chemistry was awarded to three scientists for their discovery that plastic can be made electrically conductive—an advance that has led to improvements in film, television screens, and windows.

A. that plastic can be made electrically conductive—an advance that has led 
B. that plastic can be made electrically conductive—this advance leading 
C. that plastic can be made to be electrically conductive, and this advance led 
D. of plastic's ability to be made electrically conductive, with this advance leading 
E. of plastic being able to be made electrically conductive—an advance that has led
177. The agreement, the first to formally require industrialized countries to cut emissions of gases linked to global warming, is a formal protocol by which 38 industrialized countries must reduce emissions of these gases by 2012 or face heavy penalties.

A. by which 
B. for which 
C. under which 
D. such that 
E. wherein
178. More than 300 rivers drain into Siberia's Lake Baikal, which holds 20 percent of the world's fresh water, more than all the North American Great Lakes combined.
(A)More than 300 rivers drain into Siberia's Lake Baikal, which holds 20 percent of the world's fresh water, more than all the North American Great Lakes combined.

B. With 20 percent of the world's fresh water, that is more than all the North American Great Lakes combined, Siberia's Lake Baikal has more than 300 rivers that drain into it.

C. Siberia's Lake Baikal, with more than 300 rivers draining into it, it holds more of the world's fresh water than all that of the North American Great Lakes combined, 20 percent.

D. While more than 300 rivers drain into it, Siberia's Lake Baikal holds 20 percent of the world's fresh water, which is more than all the North American Great Lakes combined.

E. More than all the North American Great Lakes combined, Siberia's Lake Baikal, with more than 300 rivers draining into it, holds 20 percent of the world's fresh water.
179. In a blow to those who still harbored the illusion that E-mail exchanges are private, a watchdog group recently uncovered a trick for enabling an interloper to rig an E-mail message so that this person will be privy to any comments that a recipient had added as the message is forwarded to others or sent back and forth.

A. who still harbored the illusion that E-mail exchanges are private, a watchdog group recently uncovered a trick for enabling an interloper to rig an E-mail message so that this person will be privy to any comments that a recipient had added

B. who had still been harboring the illusion that E-mail exchanges are private, a watchdog group recently uncovered a trick for enabling an interloper to rig an E-mail message so that this person was privy to any comments that a recipient might have added.

C. who still were harboring the illusion that E-mail exchanges are private, a warchdog group recently uncovered a trick enabling an interloper to rig and E-mail message so that this person is privy to any comments that a recipient would add.

D. still harboring the illusion that E-mail exchange are private , a watchdog group recently uncovered a trick that enables an interloper to rig an E-mail message so that this person will be privy to any comments that a recipient might add

E. still harboring the illusion that E-mail exchanges had been private, a wathchdog group recently uncovered a trick that will enable an interloper to rig and E-mail message so that this person was privy to any comments that a recipient might add.

180. Because Miranda, the smallest moon of Uranus, has a large number of different surface features, including craters, mountains, valleys, and fractures, some astronomers suggest that at one time repeated impacts broke the surface apart, and after which the fragments were subsequently rejoined because of mutual gravitational attraction. 

A. repeated impacts broke the surface apart, and after which the fragments were subsequently rejoined becaust of

B.repeated impacts on the surface broke it apart, after which the fragments having rejoined with

C.through repeated impacts that the surface broke apart, after which the fragments subsequently rejoined by.
D.the surface broke apart with repeated impacts, after which the fragments having rejoined through.

E.the surface broke apart as a result of repeated impacts , after which the fragments rejoined through.

181. In some species of cricket, the number of chirps
 per minute used by the male for attracting females rise and fall in accordance with the surrounding temperature, and they can in fact serve as an approximate thermometer.

A. for attracting females rise and fall in accordance with the surrounding temperature, and they can in fact serve.

B. for attracting females rises and falls in accordance with the surrounding temperature, which can in fact serve

C. in attracting females rise and fall in accordance with the surrounding temperature, in fact possibly serving.

D. to attract females rises and falls in accordance with the surrounding temperature, and it can in fact serve.

E. to attract females rises and falls in accordance with the surrounding temperature, in fact possibly serving.

182. The company announced that its profits declined much less in the second quarter than analysts had expected it to and its business will improve in the second half of the year.

A. had expected it to and its business will improve

B. had expected and that its business would improve

C. expected it would and that it will improve its business

D. expected them to and its business would improve

E. expected and that it will have improved its business

Reason E is wrong:

Would” should be used in place of “will”, because we are referring to future in past tense.
Also“that its profits” in the non underlined is NOT parallel to “that it will have improved”
183. The KwakiutI recognized one social unit larger than the tribe—the confederacy, which was a cluster of loosely knit, informally related neighboring tribes who interacted with themselves more often than between other tribes.
A. tribes who interacted with themselves more often than between 
B. tribes who interacted among each other more often than among

C. tribes who interacted with one another more often than with
D. tribes, interacting among each other more often than between 
E. tribes, interacting among one another more often than with
Interact among or between is unidiomatic. Must be Interact with.
184. The global-warming effect of ocean white caps are one of the many aspects of the ocean environment that are not yet incorporated in any detail into computer models used for predicting how rising greenhouse gas concentrations could affect climate.
A. The global-warming effect of ocean white caps are one of the many aspects of the ocean environment that are not yet incorporated in any detail into computer models used for predicting

B. The effect on global warming of ocean white caps are one of the many aspects of the ocean environment not yet incorporated in any detail into computer models, which they use to predict

C. The effect of ocean white caps on global warming is one of the many aspects of the ocean environment that are not yet incorporated in any detail into the computer models used to predict
D. That ocean white caps have an effect on global warming is one of the many aspects of the ocean environment not yet having been incorportated in any detail into the computer models that are used for predicting.

E. That ocean white caps have an effect on global warming is one of the many aspects of the ocean environment not yet being incorporated in any detail into computer models, which they use to predict.

185.  Starfish, with anywhere from five to eight arms, have a strong regenerative ability, and if one arm is lost it quickly replaces it, sometimes by the animal overcompensating and growing an extra one or two. 


A.  one arm is lost it quickly replaces it, sometimes by the animal overcompensating and


B.  one arm is lost it is quickly replaced, with the animal sometimes overcompensating and


C.  they lose one arm they quickly replace it, sometimes by the animal overcompensating,


D.  they lose one arm they are quickly replaced, with the animal sometimes overcompensating,


E.  they lose one arm it is quickly replaced, sometimes with the animal overcompensating,

186.  While all states face similar industrial waste problems, the predominating industries and the regulatory environment of the states obviously determines the types and amounts of waste produced, as well as the cost of disposal.

A. all states face similar industrial waste problems, the predominating industries and the regulatory environment of the states obviously determines
B. each state faces a similar industrial waste problem, their predominant industries and regulatory environment obviously determine
C. all states face a similar industrial waste problem; their predominating industries and regulatory environment obviously determines
D. each state faces similar industrial waste problems, the predominant industries and the regulatory environment of each state obviously determines
E. all states face similar industrial waste problems, the predominant industries and the regulatory environment of each state obviously determine

contrasts the similar situation of all states with the varying conditions of each state

while means although

187.  The 32 species that make up the dolphin family are closely related to whales and in fact include the animal known as the killer whale, which can grow to be 30 feet long and is famous for its aggressive hunting pods.
A.  include the animal known as the killer whale, which can grow to be 30 feet long and is
B.  include the animal known as the killer whale, growing as big as 30 feet long and
C.  include the animal known as the killer whale, growing up to 30 feet long and being
D.  includes the animal known as the killer whale, which can grow as big as 30 feet long and is
E.  includes the animal known as the killer whale, which can grow to be 30 feet long and it is



in B changing the verb to the participal “growing” introduces ambiguity because it can refer back to       the subject of the sentence.
SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
you see "include" vs "includes". this is a singular/plural split, so you know that you should look for the subject of this verb.
looking back through the sentence, we see that "32 species" is the subject, and that a plural verb is thus required. 
two ways to tell this:
(a) the desired verb is PARALLEL to "are closely related to whales". since these two verbs are connected by "and", they must have parallel grammar. since "are" is plural, we need another plural verb.
(b) "that make up the dolphin family" is a modifier and can therefore be excluded from our search for the subject. the only possible subject that's left, then, is "32 species".


you don't say both "as big as..." and "long" in the same sentence. you can use only one of these words, both of which express the same idea (i.e., length or size).
-ING MODIFIER FOLLOWING COMMA

this type of modifier modifies the entire preceding clause.
this is illogical in the case of "growing up to 30 feet long", because the suggestion is that the 32 species of the dolphin family grow up to this long as a consequence of being closely related to whales, etc.
188.  Defense attorneys have occasionally argued that their clients' misconduct stemmed from a reaction to something ingested, but in attributing criminal or delinquent behavior to some food allergy, the perpetrators are in effect told that they are not responsible for their actions.
A.  in attributing criminal or delinquent behavior to some food allergy
B.  if criminal or delinquent behavior is attributed to an allergy to some food
C.  in attributing behavior that is criminal or delinquent to an allergy to some food
D.  if some food allergy is attributed as the cause of criminal or delinquent behavior
E.  in attributing a food allergy as the cause of criminal or delinquent behavior

attributes x (an effect) to y (a cause)

189.  The nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only eyewitness account of the great eruption of Vesuvius in two letters to the historian Tacitus.

A. The nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only eyewitness account of the great eruption of Vesuvius in two letters to the historian Tacitus.
B. To the historian Tacitus, the nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote two letters, being the only eyewitness accounts of the great eruption of Vesuvius.
C. The only eyewitness account is in two letters by the nephew of Pliny the Elder writing to the historian Tacitus an account of the great eruption of Vesuvius.
D. Writing the only eyewitness account, Pliny the Elder’s nephew accounted for the great eruption of Vesuvius in two letters to the historian Tacitus.
E. In two letters to the historian Tacitus, the nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only eyewitness account of the great eruption of Vesuvius
190.  Australian embryologists have found evidence that suggests that the elephant is descended from an aquatic animal, and its trunk originally evolved as a kind of snorkel.
A. that suggests that the elephant is descended from an aquatic animal, and its trunk originally evolved
B. that has suggested the elephant descended from an aquatic animal, its trunk originally evolving
C. suggesting that the elephant had descended from an aquatic animal with its trunk originally evolving
D. to suggest that the elephant has descended from an aquatic animal and its trunk originally evolved
E. to suggest that the elephant is descended from an aquatic animal and that its trunk originally evolved
"has descended" means "has moved downward". this can be in either a literal sense (he has descended to sea level from a height of 8000 feet) or a metaphorical sense (i don't want to descend to the level of common street thugs), but it can't refer to ancestry.

"evidence to suggest" and "evidence that suggests" are both acceptable in this sort of context. neither is a basis for elimination.

"evidence to suggest" is marginally better, though, because it's ugly to have "that" twice in the span of three words.

191.  Eating saltwater fish may significantly reduce the risk of heart attacks and also aid for sufferers of rheumatoid arthritis and asthma, according to three research studies published in the New England Journal of Medicine.
A. significantly reduce the risk of heart attacks and also aid for
B. be significant in reducing the risk of heart attacks and aid for
C. significantly reduce the risk of heart attacks and aid
D. cause a significant reduction in the risk of heart attacks and aid to
E. significantly reduce the risk of heart attacks as well as aiding[image: image1.png]
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