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|

‘Welcome to the Chat Session with ARINGO Consulting!!

‘Topic set by Narenn on Tue Nov 25 2014 21:37:49 GMT+0530 (India Standard Time)
‘Welcome everybody

We would encourage everyone to ask questions in the beginning of the session, because we noticed the
tendency that around the end of the session more people begin to participate.

‘So it leaves less time to answer all questions.

Hi everyone, this is Prasanth from Aringo. Over the next one hour, | hope to help as many of you as
possible, so please don't be shy in asking any MBA related questions.

I've been with Aringo for about 3 years now, and have helped 60-70 candidates get into MBA over this
period. My experience ranges from HBS all the way to Boston University, in terms of rankings and I've a
good record with international (EU/Asia) programs as well. So let's chat.

Thanks, Narenn/Ergen for that. I'm ready now "/

Hi Prasanth , Can you suggest what should be a Typical GMAT ( more admit admit ) score for an Indian IT male ,
10 Y work ex for INSEAD and IMD.

Profile : 10y works IT Project manager . average acads and extra curricular

Hi Aashu, so MBA is about holistic evaluation. As you know Indians generally have a high score (700+)
but there are plenty of those in IIT profile with that score and won't score an admit still. On the other
hand, I've clients with 680 who got through (from IIT pool)

T?

Indian It Male (you've not seen that acronym before in forums :u'x')

So, | encourage you to get as high score as possible, but don't get too hung up on GMAT. The application
package needs to differentiate you from the crowd and that's the key to admit

Yes It depends on many other factors but anything you suggest will be a safe score ? and something below which
it's not possible like 590

| have seen [IMs "=/

21 :38‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Ah that's right, IIM rather

21 :39‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Yeah, | recommend 80%ile on both Q & V. The total score itself is not a great benchmark

21:39‘

aashu4uiit

‘Ok Thanks

21 :39‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘When do you plan to write GMAT?

21:40‘

aashu4uiit‘Another Q: if | have one more year to improve on things other than GMAT can you suggest what should one do ?
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language course ... something else any list .
21 :40‘ aashu4uiit| JAN 2015

21:40 mbaaspirant Hi Prasanth, how do schools view 3yr vs 4yr work ex for general management work ex? | am from |IT Bangalore
’ P with high GMAT. And what could one do to mitigate lack of international experience

3 yrs, is more than enough for MBA apps. Lack of int'l experience is not a big issue. Even if you have not

21:41| Aringo_Prasanth|worked across the globe, you can still think of ways to show your exposure- perhaps you have worked

with global teams?

21:41 Ergen|Hi Prasanth. What is approximate required TOEFL score for Columbia?

2141 MBASpartan Hi Prasanth. Do you have much experience with Kellogg and Booth? Would you mind giving a quick overview of
’ what both may be looking for? Other than the normal high GMAT, work experience, etc? Thanks!

Yes | do, MBA Spartan. Chicago is very unique given the nature of their essay prompt. They really like

those applicants who have tried to shake things a bit at their work. It's in their nature to be more

analytical and inquisitive. Kellogg on the other hand is more interested in seeing if you've taken risks in

your career, tried to do something different

21:45 Aringo_Prasanth

. . . PN .
21:45 manneken Hi Prasanth, Do you have any idea about the importance of GMAT for Phd applications? Especially at UC
Berkeley or UCLA.

Hi Manneken, for PhD GMAT is still a key attribute to show quantitative abilities, but the more important

21400 criteria will be your research aptitude.

. Because of the work aspect, and my subject area, i was hoping to get into a good MSFin. Is work exp. necessary
21:46 deeuk here t00?

Hi Prasanth! How does the MBA calculator work. Does it provide accurate feedback for potential applicants that

21:46 mib_kejvxl would be accepted to top MBA programs?

21 :46‘ deeuk‘i just graduated this year, so should i hold off on the gmat?
21 :47‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Yes, as you know admissions is not really a science
21 :48‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘However, we have tried our best to deconstruct

21 :48‘ Aringo_Prasanth|l'd like to use the calculator as a sort of a "floor" and then use consultant's help to do better than that...

Prashanth-thanks for the info about kellog, | have setup the Indian subsidiary from scratch for the US company in

21 :49‘ maté8 India-does that count as something different?

21 :49‘ aashu4uiit‘AIso can you suggest schools in APAC where people with 31 Y old can apply ?
21 :49‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘MatBS, yes that's a very strong achievement.

Hi Prasanth, Have you ever dealt with applicants who got into H/S/W with average grades..if so can please dicuss

21 549‘ AT about, what was the X factor in those applicants??

21 :50‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘You should highlight that in the Kellogg essay

21 :50‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Aashu - INSEAD/ HKUST/CEIBS/ISB/IIMA PGPX are all good options in APAC

Hi Madhan, ah | was waiting when someone would start the HSW discussion :*:‘_IzYes, it's possible to get
into those programs with a lower acads. Obviously, if you have lower GPA then it's important to get a

21:51| Aringo_Prasanth
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higher GMAT to offset that negative a little. But beyond that, it's about how compelling is your positioning
on goals and what you've achieved in career thus far.

Hi Prasanth, our topic for today’s session is ‘MBA Application Essays’, so let me ask you couple of questions on
21:51 Narenn|Essay drafting. What are the characteristics of good and bad essays? What's the ideal time to start essays writing
? And, finally, can you share some tips with us on Essay drafting?

21 :52‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Hi Narenn, sure

21 :52‘ Aringo_Prasanth|I'll address them one by one

21:52‘ Narenn‘Sure

21:53 Aringo_Prasanth As you know there are more consultants out there than we probably need “=*and many have different

opinions. So use your own judgment with these advice 2

1- A good essay will attempt to do several things - it will capture the attention of the reader from the get
go. It will have a compelling narrative, story arc that keeps things interesting till the end. It will above all,
address the question carefully and showcase applicant's strengths and differentiate him/her from the
crowd.

A bad essay on the other hand, will be boring to read and won't have a strong story to support the
narrative

21:53| Aringo_Prasanth

2154 madhan Sure my GMAT is 750+.To offset poor undergrad grades would a high masters GPA from a top international
’ engineering university be OK?? Do u recommend providing alternative transcripts for H/S/W.

21:55 Aringo_Prasanth|Madhan -yes that will help.. you can take mbamath.com as well to showcase your quant abilities
go_

Ideal time to start writing - well, I've had clients who wanted to wrap up everything in 1 week and we have
21:56| Aringo_Prasanth|done that successfully. That said, the best thing will be to start 3-4 months before deadlines, so you have
time to reflect and not rush through

3- Tips for drafting - | recommend doing something that we call Personal Data Mining at Aringo . You
really need to look at your work/personal lives objectively and capture all the important moments and
reasons behind decisions at every juncture - prior to start writing essays. This will help you identify
strong stories later as well as give you clarity of purpose when you write the essays

21:57| Aringo_Prasanth

21 :59‘ Narenn|Prasant, Do you have any article/blog post made on Essay Drafting?

22:00 Aringo_Prasanth|Yes, there is some useful material available on this link http://www.aringo.com/MBA_Essay_Tips.htm

. ...|Another Q: If | have one more year to improve on things other than GMAT can you suggest what should one do ?
22:00 aashu4uiit . -

language course ... something else any list .

Hi Aashu - you can work on community service if that's lacking. You can take up a side project if you
22:00 Aringo_Prasanth|wish to showcase yourself as an entrepreneur. There are several possibilities it all depends on your
positioning and current weakness.

22:01 mib keivxl I am under represented applicant wanting to apply to H/S/W with a GPA 2.78 and a 730+ GMAT. | also served in
’ —CVH e military as an Infantry Officer. Would building an alternate transcript help or maybe a PMP?

22:01‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Yes, I'd recommend taking a look at specific courses at Coursera or Berkeley extension etc.

because of the work aspect, and my subject area, i was hoping to get into a good MSFin. Is work exp. necessary

22:02 deeuk here 10072

22:02‘ madhan‘Thanks Prasanth..It’s interesting to read through your comments on how to draft a good essay..Can you also give
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some insights on what H/S/W looks for in its applicants like how you mentioned for Kellogg and Booth??
22:03‘ deeuk|the blog looks great

22:03 Aringo_Prasanth Hi d?e - yes and no. There is no strong work ex requirement but you've to somehow showcase aptitude
= for finance.

All newly joined folks: Welcome in the Chat!! We are chatting with Prasanth Ramanand - Columbia Graduate and

22:03 Narenn|Senior Admission Consultant at ARINGO. If you have any questions about your MBA applications, feel free to ask

them to Prasanth.

22:04‘ cruiser91 ‘ISB has so much lengthy recos.. Evaluators asks for a draft note. Will it create an issue?
22:04{ deeuk‘thanks AP. But would corses help? like the stock exchange held ones?
22:05 Ergen Prasanth, is there any difference between attitudes of wharton and columbia adcoms? for example one can pay

more attention to leadership etc.

H/SIW - sure. With HBS, it's about what is the best thing about you that you want to share. You can talk
22:05 Aringo_Prasanth|about work or personal life or future goals or anything else about you that will differentiate you from
others.

Wharton - has completely revamped their process recently and | believe they are trying too hard to
22:06| Aringo_Prasanth|ensure the class is filled with students who are likeable, humble and get along. So the team dynamics is
key for Wharton these days

Columbia’s process hasn't changed much in the recent years, alumni continues to do the interviews and
22:07| Aringo_Prasanth ™
so adcom is perhaps happy with how we have filtered the applicants thus far "=

22:07 Narenn e still have 30 minutes. Keep those great questions coming, guys. "

Hey Prashant. What schools should a 600 scorer with 5.5 yrs of IT exp target at? Any chance of top 50 US

22:07 mib_tjpam0|_ ' |e2

22:08‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘For a 600, sure you can aim for Scheller, Boston Univ, Baruch etc

22:05( deeuk ' 2and what do alumni's look for?

22:08‘ cruiser91 ‘Hi Prashant, what kind of profile ISB will accept on a low score of 650 around

Cruiser91- that's a tough one. Everyone has to decide what their values/ethics are. | can't comment on

22:09 Aringo_Prasanth ™
how you should tackle that, you've to decide for yourself "=

hey prasant im comp engg with 6 yrs exp in GOVT feild but in sales tax deptt..yet to write gmat..whic school shud

22:09‘ mib_1mxwq8 i target

22:09‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Govt experience is interesting, ensure you get a good gmat score then you can aim for top 20
22:10‘ Ergen‘ls it true that wharton become gmat -focused school last years?

Hi Ergen, the pool has become very competitive; their gmat average is at the very top now. But | don't
22:10 Aringo_Prasanth|think it's deliberate. More applicants want to attend W, given its strong brand...and they are also doing a
good job in showcasing they are not just a finance school.

22:11 madhan‘Any insights on Stanford Business School? | have heard that they like students with entrepreneurial mindset.
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22:12‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Madhan- that's true. If you're a doer, Stanford is great fit for you

As u suggested above http://mbamath.com --> Can you suggest of schools value this any more points or it's just
for self improvement?

22:13{ aashu4uiit

22:13‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Aashu - every school will take mbamath.com into consideration, it's a reputed course
22:13‘ mib_1 mquS‘prasant but my area of work is in sales tax deptt punjab..which is completely diff from my grad i.e. comp engg
22:13‘ mib_1 mqu8‘how wud i explain dis

Even if it's different from your undergrad (sales tax - CS), that's fine. The key will be connecting the dots

22:14] Aringo_Prasanth somehow

22:1% mib_tjpamO‘What are my chances at Merage, Eller, Fox and Terry? 600 GMAT and 5.5 yrs IT exp, Toefl: 93

Hi MIB, Seems like I'm not that familiar with those 4 programs. Sorry. Given that profile, look at

22:16pR GO E=E Scheller/BU etc as well

2216 deeuk S° the 3-4 months-before-deadline thing that you said? is it for the complete submission or just the app..(docs
’ following later)

Dee- i don't get the question. Usually it takes 3 weeks for the first app essays, 2 weeks for 2nd, and 1-2 for

22:17| Aringo_Prasanth rest.

22:17‘ mib_tjpamO‘Boston Avg is 670. Why will they take 600 guy? Just coz of good work exp?
22:17‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘average is not the best metric, look at middle 80% range
22:17‘ deeuk‘Sorry. | meant what time before the deadline should i have finished my part of the process?

well, u want to finish essays/resume/recos a week before deadline ideally, so you've time to fill the forms

22:18 Aringo_Prasanth etc. without any rush

Thanks for all those comments Prasanth..Can you say how to find the right fit in terms of values and ethics..| have
22:18 madhan been attending MBA fairs and going through their websites but still | am not able to find any differences between
those schools?

22:19 Arindo Prasanth Madhan - some of these is marketing. All schools (top) try to accomplish the same things, so the way to
: 9o_ go will be deciding whether you want to be in a big class vs small, big city vs town, etc.

Prasanth, with gmat 720 WE: 6 years Job: Marketing Manager in a pharmaceutical company ( income: 100

22:20 Ergen|million) . What do you think about my chances to Harvard, Stanford, Wharton and Columbia. | know that you still

need additional detail, but just for inial assessment.

Ergen, that's a good profile. Assuming you've got promotions, team leading experience etc. I'd say that's

2221 e competitive for a top 10, what is your ethnicity?

22:21‘ Ergen‘l am Azerbaijanian

Ok, then definitely top 10. If you apply in R1/early action etc. perhaps top 5 even. Plan to interact with

22:22 Aringo_Prasanth students/alumni etc and build a connection with school.

22:22‘ mib_tjpamO‘For an IT guy, MBA in IT Consulting or MIS would be better? Which one is highly preferred?

22522‘ ArinQO_F’re‘S&mth‘There is no such thing as MBA in IT consulting L
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Prasanth. Can you talk about how much being under-represented either for your work experience or your
combination of nationality and major play a role in the decision?

Sure will look into it in that perspective..One last question..Since you're from Columbia B school, can you provide
some insights on what CBS looks for in its applicants and how CBS does differentiates itself from other top US b-
schools.

CBS has a no bullshit attitude which is an influence of being in NYC ' It also cares a lot about practical
skills versus talk.

22:23‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘MBASpartan - it plays a big role. End of the day, admissions is a diversity game I think.

22:23
22:241

22:25

22:25

22:25‘

aashu4uiit

Aringo_Prasanth

MBASpartan

Aringo_Prasanth

aashu4uiit

promotions -- > suppose one got promotions or say different profile ( Developer --> DBA -- Consultant in different
companies ) instead of getting promoted in same company will that be a negative ?

‘Aashu - nope as long as there is salary progression

Thanks. White USA Chemical Engineer with manufacturing experience. How common or rare do you think that
will be at a Kellogg or booth?

Not that rare, a good way to differentiate will be the kind of accomplishments at work and future goals
positioning

‘does salary play an important role as mine has grown from 2L to 7 figure ?

22:2% Aringo_Prasanth‘yes, that's a good progression

22:25‘

22:26{

22:26‘

22:26

22:27

22:27

22:27‘
22:28
22:28‘

22:28

Ergen

Aringo_Prasanth

deeuk

aashu4uiit

Aringo_Prasanth

madhan

Narenn

Aringo_Prasanth

Narenn

Narenn

‘Thanks Prasanth. | am going to apply in R2. Why did you mention R1? You think there is a difference?

Ergen- it's incremental. For your profile, R2 is fine but | always think R1/early action etc gives u a tiny
advantage

‘Ethnicity? Does it get harder for students of a certain one? because of the program stats?

Thanks "““‘another one : does part time consulting along with job can be shown as Entrepreneurship (as | am
earning from that )

hey guys, | need to step out for 5min but I'll be back in 5 and will make up for lost time ::‘}Don't go
anywhere!

Thanks Prasanth and can | discuss about Aringo here or should the discussion be related to essays and profile
evaluations alone??

‘oh ok

false alarm. | am back "=/
‘Great!!

Another Question for you Prasanth: What biggest/ common mistakes do applicants make in applications /
interviews?

22:28‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Aashu - yes that's a good thing as well

22:29‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Madhan - you can ask anything, I'll answer what | can
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Narenn - not being clear on goals and connecting the dots. With interviews- biggest mistake is to come
across like a douchebag, pardon my language

22:30 Aringo_Prasanth

Prashant, 1 important question... | have asked a school to push my non refundable deposit deadline to
February...The reason is coz i am looking for more schools result but i showed them some other reason... Now
they have asked me to deposit by Mid Feb but | need to fill the enrollment form to ensure that | am going to that
school. Can I fill the enroliment form at abc school but later back out?

22:30 mib_tjpamO

22:31| Aringo_Prasanth|yoy can, you'll lose the $ that's all, unless there is an ethical clause - then you've to reflect about that s

22:32 mib_ tioamo | dont have to pay them any money as of now. Its just the form that i need to fill. If i get selected at another
’ P school, can | back out? | hope | won’t be breaking any US LAW

So many applicants forget that you need to present yourself as likeable, with humility and excitement for
22:32| Aringo_Prasanth 1
attending that school "=

22:32‘ Ergen‘Prasanth, do you think being from a small not so popular country can help me in anyway?

22:33‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Ergen - it will help you immensely

22:33‘ Ergen‘That is why | am a patriot))

22:33‘ amnit‘Prasanth : Is job hopping an issue in applications ?
22:33‘ deeuk‘best double masters? how is the application different?
22:33‘ amnit‘8 jobs in 10 years

™
Sg

22534( Aringo_Prasanth ,':i»‘imagine the plight of folks from some Asian countries "=~

22:34{ Aringo_Prasanth‘Amnit - no, as long as we can explain it properly

22:34‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘deeuk -i don't understand your q

22:34‘ deeuk‘japanese too?

22:35‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘amnit -wow that's a lot. will be tricky, but doable. rest of the story has to tick

22:3% mib_tjpamO‘Can i target top 50 schools? Does Aringo provides any guranteed admission package?\
22:35‘ madhan‘can you say how aringo is different from other admissions consultants??

22:35‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘See here for the guarantee info http://www.aringo.com/Aringo_guarantee.htm

sorry.again.. i wanted ask you which double masters you thought were notable. and are their app strategies

22:36{ ezl different?

22:36‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Wharton Lauder is a strong brand
22:36‘ mib_tjpamO‘Thanks prasanth for your time

Sure - Aringo has been around for a while, and we have spent $ to extract insights from the scores of
applications that was successful. When a client works with us, you get benefit of not just 1 consultant,
you get to talk to multiple across the process as well as get feedback on goals etc. from the strategy
committee.

22:37| Aringo_Prasanth
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22:37 Ergen|l watched in a webnar that after 740 gmat score does not matter much. Is it true?

22:37‘ madhan | how early would you suggest to contact aringo?

22:37 Aringo_Prasanth for some people that's true. for some others 800 also doesn't matter much )
We work in any scenario and ensure we can add value. I've a client who | started working on last week,
22:38 Aringo_Prasanth and is aiming for R1 next year. I've another client who | started last week as well and is applying to LBS in

R2. Both of them will get what they need to be successful )

Aringo also offers discount for those clients from emerging markets who may not necessarily earn a lot
22:38 Aringo_Prasanth ™
of $. So we are considerate and nice that way "=

22:38‘ Ergen‘Have you had anyone who began to work with just one month to apply for 4-5 programs?))

If you guys need help with R2, whether that is just taking a look at essay or with interview prep etc. shoot

22:39‘ AT ) P us an email and we will be happy to help

22:39‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Hi Ergen, 4-5 no, but 2-3 yes.

22:39‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘It helped that the client took a month off from work

22:40‘ souvik101990‘HiAringo

22:40‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘so we worked round the clock

22:40‘ souvik101990‘ls there a discount for people working full time in non profit on a stipend?

Ok sure, thanks | am in the process of filtering many admissions consultants..Will have a profile evaluation done

22:40‘ L with Aringo before proceeding with it

22541‘ Aringo_Prasanth yes, there is. please send us a note prasanthr@aringo.com and i'll ensure you get that discount s

22:41‘ souvik101990‘thank you

22:41‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘great, it's good to do due diligence. quality across consultants vary a lot as you can imagine
22:41‘ souvik101990‘0ne more question

22:42‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘go ahead

22:42‘ matSS‘Prashanth- Multiple GMAT attempts can hurt chances??

Hi Prasanth, | have a really bad gmat score. But | took the GRE mock today and got a really good score. Should |

22:42‘ fomnomnom go ahead with the GRE?

22:42‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘yes definitely go with GRE

I am currently pursuing the Teach for India fellowship (for 2 years) which ends in May 2015. | have worked in big
22:4 souvik101990 engineering before that. Have my goals set up quite clearly and | am sure of a strong application. If | want to
apply next year for the class of 18, how bad will it ook like if | take a break next year?

22:43‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘muItipIe attempts are ok

22:43‘ madhan‘Yes definitely!! Thanks once again Prasanth
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22:44‘ souvik101990‘because the fellowship has been truly exhausting, and | could use a break to travel and reflect
22:4% nomnomnom‘Thanks Prasanth
22:45‘ souvik101990‘So considering applying in Oct - Nov, that would be 4 month break and not being employed
22:45‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘no, especially if during that break u do something interesting. looks like you've some solid stories to tell.
22:4% souvik101990‘How bad is that?

22:45‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘yes, travel always viewed +vely by adcom

22:45‘ Aringo_Prasanth| Not bad at all. Remember you were not fired for performance "=/

22:46‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘everything is about context
22:46‘ souvik101990‘ah
22:46‘ souvik101990‘Thank you.

That's very reassuring. | am seriously considering this. So | Il probably email you guys and may be get on a call

22:4 souvik101990 . .
regarding my options

22:47‘ souvik101990‘Thanks
22:47‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘yes please.
22:47‘ Narenn‘Do you have any further questions, Souvik?

22:48‘ souvik101990‘Narenn, | am good thanks dude

alright guys, this was fun. | think we will wrap up now iﬂ'l»'As | mentioned earlier, send us an email and we

22:48 Aringo_Prasanth
will be happy to chat further. prasanthr@aringo.com

22:48‘ Ergen‘Thanks Prasanth for your time.

22:49‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘My pleasure

22:50‘ souvik101990‘Thanks Prasanth

22:51‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘Good luck. This whole process is a beast. Hang in there and don't give up too quickly.
22:51‘ Ergen‘We hope to see you here again))

22:51‘ Narenn‘Thank you everyone for participating in the session.

22:51‘ Aringo_Prasanth‘l hope so too!

22:51 Aringo_Prasanth onwards & upwards "=

Thank you everyone for participating in the session. You can stay in touch with ARINGO team here

22:52 Narenn http://gmatclub.com/forum/ask-aringo-if-your-gmat-is-or-might-be-below-109261.html

Check this thread tomorrow if you want to view session transcript of this event

— MR http://gmatclub.com/forum/announcement-mba-info-sessions-on-gmatclub-174827 .html#p 1416987
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. Also here is the event schedule http://gmatclub.com/forum/live-g-a-sessions-with-admission-consultants-
22:5 Narenn
188123.html
. Moderator note: Attention guys, if someone has any suggestions, complaints or any ideas about gmat club chat
22:5 Ergen ;
you can pm me or Nareen. We will be glad to hear from you
22:53‘ Narenn‘Yes. Thank you Ergen
22:53‘ Narenn‘Any suggestions are most welcome
22:54{ Ergen ‘Thanks everybody for their questions.
. If someone wants to attend chat more easily go to this link : http://gmatclub.com/forum/how-to-chat-like-a-pro-
gas B98N 1 44590.html
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