1)Monthly employee evaluations are an excellent tool for managers. With them, employees that are not productive can be removed from the company, and efficient workers rewarded, and all within the space of a month. 

The argument above logically depends on which of the following assumptions? 

A   Workers do not in turn complete evaluations of the management of the company. 

B   Unproductive employees often refuse to co-operate with the managers doing the evaluations, because they see these evaluations as a violation of their privacy. 

C   Most studies indicate that employee evaluations have no bearing whatsoever on worker satisfaction. 

D   Evaluations can identify with some accuracy whether an employee is productive or not.  

E   Employee evaluations are a better source of information about employee grievances than are monthly staff meetings.
2)A CEO of a major company has noted a serious decline in worker productivity within the last 3 years. According to a report completed by a consultant, productivity dropped by 35% during that time. The CEO has therefore intiated a plan to boost productivity in which employees receive stock options in the company. 

Which of the following, if true, would make the CEO's plan logically sound?

A   Studies indicate that owning part of something makes one work harder to make it successful. 

B   Workers respond more to increases in salary than to the threat of being fired or demoted. 

C   The drop in worker productivity is due to the management policies of the current CEO and the Board of Directors. 

D   The financial situation of the company is actually more grave than the issue of employee productivity. 

E   The outside consultant hired to study the productivity of the company is often very accurate in her work. 

3)The chemical DRV is known to cause serious skin rashes in some individuls, who are allergic to the chemical. The latest hair dye on the market, Highlights, contains DRV as one of its key ingredients. 

If the statements above are true, which of the following must also be true?

A   Consumers who buy Highlights will suffer from severe rashes on their scalps. 

B   The maker of Highlights will be sued by many of its costumers. 

C   The other chemicals in the hair dye will neutralize the harmful effects of the DRV drug. 

D   The maker of Highlights must not have done clinical trials on the product before it went on the market. 

E   Some people who use this new hair dye might experience an allergic reaction. 

4)Statistics released last week demonstrated that the Speedy train company had 5 derailments in the last five years. In all five accidents Caracol-built engines were involved. This year Speedy bought 3 more Caracol engines, which surprised many in the industry, since experts had expected Speedy to avoid that particular model after the accidents.

Which of the following, if true, provides the best reason for Speedy´s decision?

A   The five accidents were not due to mechanical failure, and in fact the safety features of the Caracol-built engines were key in saving many lives. 

B   Speedy reported fewer derailments in the 1980s, when it used Atlas engines on all of its trains. 

C   Safety inspectors have given a clean bill of health to all of Speedy`s passenger cars and dining cars. 

D   In the last five years many other train companies have switched from Caracol engines to the engines of its major competitor. 

E   Speedy determined that human error was not a major cause of the accident in four of the five accidents. 

5) To avoid economic collapse, Russia must increase its GNP by 20%. However, due to the structure of its economy, if the 20% threshold is reached, then a 40% increase in GNP is achievable. 

Assuming that the above statements are true, which one of the following must also be true?

(A) If ethnic strife continues in Russia, then a 20% increase in GNP will be unattainable.

(B) If a 40% increase in Russia's GNP is impossible, its economy will collapse.

(C) If Russia's GNP increases by 40%, its economy will not collapse.

(D) If the 20% threshold is reached, then a 40% increase in GNP is achievable and a 60% increase is probable.

(E) If Russia's economy collapses, then it will not have increased its GNP by 40%. 

6)Some archeologists hypothesize that Irish monks were the first Europeans to reach North America, roughly 100 years before the Vikings. The Irish monks, it is believed, crossed the Atlantic in boats constructed primarily of leather, in order to find isolation and solitude, and some of them might have settled with the Native Americans. Unfortunately, no physical evidence has been found to support this theory. 

Which of the following, if true, best supports the hypothesis of these archeologists, taking into account the paucity of physical evidence? 

A   Archeologists now believe that the Vikings went to North America 50 years earlier than had been previously thought. 

B   Viking longboats were much faster and sturdier than Irish leather-bound boats.  

C   Leather tends to rot after only a couple of decades. 

D   Anthropologists have found no evidence of any Irish words or expressions in the languages of modern-day North America. 

E   Concrete, physical evidence of Viking settlements have been discovered only in Newfoundland, Canada. 

7)In the past two years, a particular car-manufacturer has experienced a rising number of failures in its safey features, leading to an alarming increase in accidents and deaths related to its cars. These mishaps have spurred several costly lawsuits against the manufacturer. In turn, these lawsuits have led to increased pressure by the company´s management on the assembly line in order to produce safer cars.

Which of the following, if true, best supports the idea that accidents of this type will continue to increase?

A   5 years ago the same car manufacturer received numerous complaints about the safety of its cars.  

B   The cost of improving the safety features of the company`s cars are quite high. 

C   A government body has just published a report stating that the safety features installed in the car are not the best in the market. 

D   The greater the pressure placed on the assembly line, the more frequently there are problems in the safety features of the cars. 

E   The car manufacturer has already changed its production process in order to create safer automobiles. 

8)In ancient Athens, the archon Solon encouraged the development of the artisan and manufacturing industries of the city. Unfortunately, though, the aristocrats at that time controlled the government and had many of their interests tied up in land. Their natural opposition to Solon´s reforms led them to sabotage many of his projects.

The argument above assumes that

A   The aristocracy had seized power from the lower classes and their democratically-elected government in an unpopular coup. 

B   Solon was not an aristocrat himself, but rather a member of the lower classes of Athens. 

C   Democracy is a superior form of government to aristocracy. 

D   Many aristocrats did not bother with politics, but rather preferred to manage their property and to keep to themselves. 

E   Those with interests in land are not interested in investing in or fostering manufacturing. 

9) A medical research team in France recently discovered that people with a low risk of heart disease tend to also have low stress levels. The team concluded that a healthy cardiovascular system can protect people from the stress of modern life.

The research team's conclusion depends on which of the following? 

A   Medical and pharmaceutical treatments of stress are more effective than psychological treatment. 

B   People with high stress levels are more likely to have serious heart disease than are those who have low stress levels. 

C   High stress levels do not increase one's chances of suffering from heart disease. 

D   Other medical studies indicate that stress levels in citizens of industrialized countries have increased over the last thirty years, as the world becomes increasingly more complex and hectic.  

E   People without heart disease also tend to have their blood pressure within an acceptable range. 

10)In terms of population, Mexico City is much larger than Bogota. Since New York has a greater population than Toronto, it follows that Mexico City has more inhabitants than does Toronto. 

Any of the following makes the argument more logically correct EXCEPT:

A   Bogota has the same population as New York City does. 

B   Toronto has fewer inhabitants than Bogota. 

C   Bogota has the same number of inhabitants as Toronto does. 

D   Mexico City has the same number of inhabitants as New York City does. 

E   New York City has more inhabitants than Bogota does. 

11)In terms of population, Mexico City is much larger than Bogota. Since New York has a greater population than Toronto, it follows that Mexico City has more inhabitants than does Toronto. 

Any of the following makes the argument more logically correct EXCEPT:

A   Bogota has the same population as New York City does. 

B   Toronto has fewer inhabitants than Bogota. 

C   Bogota has the same number of inhabitants as Toronto does. 

D   Mexico City has the same number of inhabitants as New York City does. 

E   New York City has more inhabitants than Bogota does. 

12)Leviathan, a company based in the United States, is planning to only hire American candidates, trained in marketing and sales, who speak 2 or more languages fluently. The reasoning behind the decision is that these bilingual or multilingual employees will help the company move easily into emerging markets, where English is usually not the first language of consumers.

Which of the following is an assumption of the author?

A   Language is the only major obstacle blocking Leviathan from entering emerging markets. 

B   Other companies have successfully implemented this strategy in recent years. 

C   Many American employees would resist being transferred to emerging markets. 

D   Leviathan would have to provide language courses to its employees to prevent their language skills from becoming atrophied. 

E   Leviathan would pay for the cost of transferring American employees to developing countries. 

13)Leviathan, a company based in the United States, is planning to only hire American candidates, trained in marketing and sales, who speak 2 or more languages fluently. The reasoning behind the decision is that these bilingual or multilingual employees will help the company move easily into emerging markets, where English is usually not the first language of consumers.

Which of the following is an assumption of the author?

A   Language is the only major obstacle blocking Leviathan from entering emerging markets. 

B   Other companies have successfully implemented this strategy in recent years. 

C   Many American employees would resist being transferred to emerging markets. 

D   Leviathan would have to provide language courses to its employees to prevent their language skills from becoming atrophied. 

E   Leviathan would pay for the cost of transferring American employees to developing countries. 

14)Critics of heli-skiing, a sport in which private companies use helicopters to airlift skiers to remote mountain peaks, denounce it as a dangerous and irresponsible activity. Supporters of heli-skiing counter that while heli-skiers personally take risks, they do not harm others as a result of the sport, and therefore should be allowed to pursue it.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument of the supporters of heli-skiing?

A   Because of the remoteness of the sport, rescuers are not often able to reach injured heli-skiers in time to save their lives. 

B   Often heli-skiing companies take the considerable time and expense to train new heli-skiers on how to pursue the sport safely. 

C   Because of accidents in the last few years,heli-skiing has become much less popular in Nordic countries. 

D   Insurance rates for all skiers are higher because of the numerous accidents suffered by heli-skiers. 

E   Many heli-skiers refuse to take flares or first-aid kits with them on the runs. 

15)In order to protect the fledgling national computer industry, the government of Lyonesse last year imposed a tariff on computers from Arcadia making them more expensive. Nevertheless, consumers in Lyonesse continued to buy an equal number of Arcadian computers as the year before. 

Which of the following helps explain why consumers in Lyonesse continued to buy Arcadian computers? 

A   Most computer retailers in Lyonesse have seen an increase of 40% in sales of Arcadian computers for this year. 

B   As retaliation against the new tariff, Arcadia has imposed tariffs on various products from Lyonesse. 

C   The computers from Arcadia are essential for the air traffic control systems in Lyonesse, and cannot be replaced by computers built locally. 

D   Before the imposition of the tariff, the cost of manufacturing a computer in Arcadia was comparable to the cost of manufacturing it in Lyonesse. 

E   Most experts agree that the computers built in Lyonesse are generally of a better quality than those built in Arcadia. 

16)During the past few years, photojournalists have been gaining recognition as artists. However, since photojournalism is a way of recording important events, they must bear in mind the practical aspect of their craft. Because of this, photojournalism is not an art.

Which of the following statements, if true, would best support the conclusion above?

A   Artists do not consider the monetary value of their work important. 

B   An object is not an object of art if the photographer pays attention to its practical use. 

C   Photojournalists should bear in mind the practical utility of their photos more than they currently do. 

D   Some photojournalists are more concerned than others with the practical utility of the photos they take. 

E   Some photos are taken for art exhibits, and are not used by the media. 

17)The common use of the same types of antibiotics in medicine has two effects that are particularly worrisome. First, antibiotics can kill not only the infection, but also the bacteria that fights infections naturally. Second, antibiotics can give rise to drug-resistant infections, making it more difficult to treat patients. 

Based on the passage above, one could assume that the effectiveness of the continued common use of antibiotics can be extended by doing which of the following, presuming each is a realistic proposition? 

A   Gradually increasing the amounts of antibiotics used. 

B   Not treating patients with antibiotics. 

C   Increasing research on drug-resistant infections. 

D   Using synthetic antibiotics only. 

E   Periodically switching the type of antibiotic used. 

18) Tougher academic standards are not the main reason for fewer students being accepted to prestigious colleges. The lower enrolment in prestigious colleges is due to the lack of job prospects and higher tuition costs than state colleges.

Which of the following statements would best support the claims made above? 

A   Many students at prestigious colleges would not have been accepted under the new academic standards. 

B   Many students have cited the lack of job prospects and higher tuition costs as reasons for not enrolling at prestigious colleges. 

C   Currently, more students are applying with higher academic scores than in the past. 

D   Some students have named tougher academic standards as the reason for the drop in enrolment. 

E   Numerous prospective students have cited tougher academic standards as a reason for not applying to prestigious colleges. 

19)The argument exists that alcohol advertising plays an important role in whether teens will start drinking alcoholic beverages. There has been a ban against the advertising of alcohol in Anyland for thirty years, where drinking is at least as prevalent as it is in countries where there is no such ban.

Which of the following statements would be the clearest conclusion, given the information presented above? 

A   The advertising of alcohol cannot be the single factor that explains the prevalence of drinking among teens. 

B   Teens who drink, or are starting to drink alcohol, do not do so because of advertising. 

C   Banning alcohol advertising does not cause a decrease in the consumption of alcohol. 

D   More teens drink when they are not exposed to alcohol advertising as opposed to when they are. 

E   Most teens who drank thirty years ago did not simply stop drinking when the ban on advertising alcohol was introduced. 

20)The Grade 12 students of High School 101 have performed with incredible consistency over the past five years. During each of those years, boys have obtained marks, on average, of 75 percent in science, and been offered 90 percent of the scholarships offered at the school. The girls have obtained marks, on average, of 70 percent in science, and received the balance of scholarships offered at the school. 

Which of the following can be correctly concluded regarding the past five years from the passage above?

A   The average marks scored by boys and girls in science have remained fairly consistent. 

B   The teaching of science at High School 101 has remained unchanged. 

C   Highly effective science tutorials were attended by more girls than boys at High School 101. 

D   The girls have received far fewer scholarships than the boys, given their similar scores. 

E   The boys of High School 101 have faced stiffer competition for scholarships than the girls have encountered. 

21) Many have argued that showing pregnant teenagers on television shows are a significant factor in the increase of pregnancy amongst teenagers. They conclude that pregnant teens should not appear in fictional television shows. However, in Hungary, where there has been a ban of having pregnant teenagers on television shows for twenty years, teenage pregnancy is at least as common as in countries where there is no such ban. 

Which of the following statements is the most sound conclusion from the passage above? 

A   The portrayal of pregnant teenagers on television cannot be the only factor that influences the number of teenage pregnancies. 

B   Most teenagers who were pregnant in Hungary twenty years ago did not feel that a ban of showing pregnant teenagers on television would have prevented their pregnancies. 

C   Television does not play any role in teenagers becoming pregnant. 

D   Banning the portrayal of pregnant teenagers does not reduce the number of teenage pregnancies. 

E   More teenagers become pregnant when they are not exposed to seeing pregnant teenagers on television than when they are.
22)Many towns in Alaska are almost completely populated by men, with very few women. However, these towns have growing businesses that provide women's fashions. 

If true, which of the following statements explains the seeming contradiction above? 

A   Women's clothing is of the same quality as the men's clothing sold in the stores. 

B   Many women visit for extended periods of time and say it is easier to find the kind of women's fashions they need for the weather conditions in Alaska, than it is in a more southern state. 

C   Many women prefer current fashion trends. 

D   The few women who do live in these towns all know each other and often shop together. 

E   The businesses selling women's fashions receive their merchandise from distributors outside of Alaska. 

23) Male beavers build exquisite dams. Researchers have concluded that because various local populations of beaver erect dams that demonstrate different building styles, the beavers' building styles are not genetically passed on, but are culturally acquired traits. 

If true, which of the following statements would most enhance the conclusion made by the researchers? 

A   Beavers are most populous in North America, where most beavers are isolated from one another. 

B   It is proven that chimpanzees have many gestures that are learned, rather than passed on genetically. 

C   There are more commonalties than there are differences among the local populations of beavers that have been studied more in-depth. 

D   Young male beavers only become accomplished in building dams by observing their elders constructing dams in the local beaver style. 

E   The beavers of one region lack added ornamentation of crab moss, and various other decorations common in most beaver dams.  

24)More shoes are sold in Town A than in Town B. Therefore the population of Town A is better heeled than the population of Town B. 

Each of the following, if true, weakens the conclusion drawn here except: 

A   There are more shoe stores in Town A. 

B   Town B only has stores that sell running shoes. 

C   The average price for the same pair of shoes is less in Town A than in Town B. 

D   Town A has a larger population than Town B. 

E   Most citizens of Town B work in Town A and therefore find it more convenient to buy their shoes there. 

25)Strawberries contain more fiber than bananas. However, since raspberries contain more fiber than peaches, it follows that strawberries contain more fiber than peaches. 

If introduced into the argument as an additional premise, any of the following would make the argument logically correct except: 

A   Raspberries contain more fiber than strawberries. 

B   Strawberries and raspberries contain the same amount of fiber. 

C   Bananas and raspberries contain the same amount of fiber. 

D   Bananas contain more fiber than peaches. 

E   Bananas contain more fiber than raspberries. 

26)Some medical researchers suspect that eye mascara brushes can become contaminated with bacteria, leading to conjunctivitis and other eye infections. The contamination usually manifests itself after six months of use. Because of this, these researchers suggest that mascara brushes should not be used for more than six months. 

Which of the following statements would most weaken the suggestion put forth by these medical researchers? 

A   The medical researchers found that those people who carefully sealed the brushes in their mascara tubes were as likely to have contaminated brushes as those who did not. 

B   The medical researchers did not find more bacteria contamination in mascara brushes that were used for eight months than those used for six months. 

C   The medical researchers do not know why mascara brushes usually become contaminated after six months. 

D   The medical researchers did not consider other possible contaminants such as viruses, or product defects. 

E   The medical researchers found that those who used contaminated mascara brushes had no higher incidence of conjunctivitis or eye infections than those who did not. 

27) Since the regular use of pesticides on crops can result in strains of diseases not prevalent fifty years ago, the presence of these diseases could be attributed to human consumption of these pesticides. However, some scientists believe that these strains of diseases were simply not properly diagnosed fifty years ago. 

Which of the following would strengthen the claim of the scientists?

A   Some doctors claim that patients were not misdiagnosed fifty years ago. 

B   People who grow their own crops, without pesticides, are least likely to develop these diseases. 

C   The occurrence of these strains of diseases has tended to be higher in those who live in urban areas than those in rural areas who purchase the products of the same crops. 

D   Most people who were misdiagnosed received an accurate diagnosis later. 

E   Similar pesticides were used fifty years ago to protect crops from the elements. 

28)On its own, neither high grades nor employment experience can entirely establish a student's ability to compete in the working world. Both are required concurrently since high marks indicate a student that may only focus on school, and employment experience demonstrates that a student may have the practical, but not the educational experience to do a job. 

If the facts stated above are true, a solid test of a student's competitiveness in the working world is the ability to: 

A   Achieve high marks and gain relevant employment experience. 

B   Gain relevant employment experience, while letting grades fall. 

C   Not gain relevant employment experience, while grades rise. 

D   Not have high grades, while employment hours accrue. 

E   Maintain the same grades, while not increasing relevant employment experience. 

29)During the Prohibition era of the 1920s limits were in effect on the consumption of alcohol, and people tended to save more of their money. However, when limits on alcohol consumption were not in effect later in the century, people tended to spend more of their own money, and not just on alcoholic products. Thus the availability of alcohol frees people of their inhibitions and their money. 

The assumption in the argument above is:

A   Most people supported the idea of no restrictions on alcohol. 

B   The availability of alcohol has increased over the years. 

C   People are less inhibited after the consumption of alcohol and thus tend to spend more. 

D   The people who saved the most when the sale of alcohol was limited were the ones who supported such limitations. 

E   There are more consumer goods available since lifting the restrictions on the sale of alcohol. 

30)Express Route Lanes' is the name of a strategy to help urban planners design city highways more effectively. Not only does it improve traffic flow, but it also improves safety on the roads. The reason for this type of planning is that traffic jams and accidents cannot be eliminated unless the work is done properly the first time.

The claim of safety made in the passage above rests on the presumption that: 

A   `Express Route Lanes' is a concept in urban planning that has not yet been put into the practice of building city highways. 

B   Any problems with city highways involving accidents, or traffic flow, would be eliminated by building `Express Route Lanes'.  

C   The strategy of `Express Route Lanes' would require a rethinking of how urban planners look at city highways. 

D   The primary goal of urban planners is to build highways that prevent traffic jams, regardless of cost. 

E   `Express Route Lanes' could be achieved by adjusting the speed limits for different lanes of a city highway. 

31)The number of dogs infected by a deadly tick disease has dropped significantly in a rural district this year, as opposed to last year. Veterinary officials believe that this decrease is due entirely to improved chemical pesticides, which make it difficult for the deadly ticks to survive, thus reducing the incidence of the disease. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously undermine the explanation for the lower incidence of the disease put forth by the veterinary officials? 

A   Because of veterinary tools, new this year, that can pinpoint conditions which were difficult to diagnose, many dogs who were incorrectly diagnosed as having the deadly tick disease actually had a minor blood infection. 

B   Many improved chemical pesticides have been used in the district over the course of the past ten years. 

C   Statistics for dogs with the deadly tick disease were not taken for other rural districts, and were thus not considered when veterinary officials made their statements. 

D   Because of improvements in veterinary medicine, fewer dogs that contract the deadly tick disease will die from the disease. 

E   The chemical pesticides in the rural district were brought in line with those of neighbouring districts more than five years ago. 

32) After Going Transport had two of their Strongmade-built mini busses crash in a two week span, the Going Transport Company ordered two Strongmade mini buses as replacements. Many in the bus transport industry were surprised by Going Transport's decision because normally when a product is involved in accidents, companies are less likely to purchase that product.

Which of the following statements, if true, supports the Going Transport Company's decision to purchase replacement mini buses from Strongmade as solid business sense? 

A   A number of bus companies have purchased safer mini buses in recent years. 

B   Last year Strongmade mini buses were involved in three crashes, while competing manufacturers had no commercial accidents. 

C   The Strongmade mini buses crashed because of inexperienced drivers, however the exceptional quality of the vehicles meant that no passengers were hurt. 

D   The Transportation Commission is currently implementing standardized driving tests for mini bus operators. 

E   Going Transport has had to hire new employees to replace those who found employment with their competition. 

33)Oak trees have more leaves than elm trees. However, since maple trees have more leaves than beech trees, it follows that oak trees have more leaves than beech trees. 

Which of the following statements, if added as an additional premise, fail to support the conclusion? 

A   Oak trees and maple trees have the same amount of leaves. 

B   Elm trees and maple trees have the same amount of leaves. 

C   Elm trees have more leaves than maple trees. 

D   Elm trees have more leaves than beech trees. 

E   Maple trees have more leaves than oak trees. 

34)In the United States, people who contract pneumonia are ill for six weeks on average. However, those who live in Nevada are ill from pneumonia for an average four weeks, while those from New York are ill for an average seven weeks. If a newlywed couple from New York were to have a family in Nevada, their children would be ill from pneumonia for less time than if they lived in New York. 

Which of the following statements, if true, would most seriously weaken the argument presented above? 

A   Insurance companies do not believe that moving to Nevada will lessen the time that a New Yorker has pneumonia. 

B   Twenty percent of New Yorkers who contract pneumonia are ill for four weeks. 

C   The mayor of New York City believes the pneumonia statistics are flawed. 

D   The shorter duration of pneumonia for Nevada's current population is attributed mostly to genetically-determined factors. 

E   Nevada has flu levels that are well below the national average. 

35)In the United States, people who contract pneumonia are ill for six weeks on average. However, those who live in Nevada are ill from pneumonia for an average four weeks, while those from New York are ill for an average seven weeks. If a newlywed couple from New York were to have a family in Nevada, their children would be ill from pneumonia for less time than if they lived in New York. 

Which of the following, if true, would most strengthen the conclusion drawn in the argument presented above?

A   In the past five years, the incidence of pneumonia has been dropping at a faster rate for New Yorkers than Nevadans. 

B   There have been studies that show Nevadans who move to New York and contract pneumonia will be ill for approximately the same amount of time as if they had stayed in Nevada. 

C   As the population of Nevada increases, it is anticipated that people there will be ill with pneumonia for a longer period of time. 

D   Favorable climate conditions, which mean less incidences of pneumonia, are found in states like Nevada, but not in states such as New York. 

E   Twenty percent of all New Yorkers who move to Nevada and have contracted pneumonia fell ill for less than four weeks. 

36) Some experts suggest putting Nowheresville's transportation system in the hands of private enterprise. These critics of the current system contend that public transportation is inefficient and costly, and that private companies could actually make a profit from the existing system, while at the same time improve the service as a whole.

Which of the following, if true, would best strengthen the suggestion?

A   This year the public transit authority reported a loss of two million dollars, the largest reported loss in 20 years. 

B   The accounting system used by the current transportation authority is an antiquated one. 

C   Most of the other cities that have put their transportation system in the hands of the private sector in the last five years have seen a noticeable improvement in the finances and operation of the system. 

D   Most economists argue that private management of transportation is more efficient than public control of the transit system. 

E   Businesses that manage the transportation system would see an increase in profits within two years. 

37)Some experts suggest putting Nowheresville's transportation system in the hands of private enterprise. These critics of the current system contend that public transportation is inefficient and costly, and that private companies could actually make a profit from the existing system, while at the same time improve the service as a whole.

Which of the following, if true, would best weaken the suggestion?

A   The cost of switching from public to private management of the transportation system would be greater than any profit and any gain in service that could be made from a private system. 

B   Under private management some bus routes with very few passengers will be phased out. 

C   It would be at least three years before the private companies managing the system would see a profit. 

D   Managers in the public sector are just as professional and knowledgeable as those in the public sector. 

E   Experts foresee clashes between management and transit workers becoming more frequent if private firms control the transportation system. 

38)
In the sport of maxiball, in which the objective is to score more goals than the opposing team, each team member faces off against one member of the other team. The coach for the Panthers predicts victory over the Cougars in an upcoming match between these two maxiball teams. The chief reason for the coach's prediction is that the Cougars' best defensive player will not be defending against Fonsica, who is the Panthers' highest scoring player.

Which of the following, if true, would cast most doubt on the accuracy of the prediction made by the Panthers' coach above? 

 (A) The Panthers have defeated fewer opponents than 

the Cougars this year. 

 (B) Fonsica is the Panther's best defensive player.

 (C) The Panthers' best defensive player will not be de-

fending against the Cougars' highest scoring player. 

 (D) Fonsica is not the Panthers' best defensive player. 

 (E) The Cougars' highest scoring player will not be de-

fending against Fonsica.  

39)
The purpose of the proposed law requiring a doctor's prescription for obtaining hypodermic needles is to lower the incidence of drug-related deaths, both accidental and intentional, involving hypodermic needles. But even knitting needles can be lethal if they fall into the wrong hands; yet everyone would agree that imposing legal restrictions on obtaining knitting needles would be preposterous. Hence the proposed law involving hypodermic makes no sense and should not be enacted.

Which of the following, if true, would provide most support for the argument above? 

 (A) Knitting needles have been known to cause injury

and death. 

 (B) The benefits of hypodermic needles outweigh those

of knitting needles. 

 (C) The proposed law would not deter the sort of activity

known to result in drug-related deaths. 

 (D) The proposed law could not be effectively enforced. 

 (E) Knitting needles are not readily available to anybody

who wants to obtain them. 

40)
During the past week 120 RamTech Corporation employees have reported symptoms of a strain of food poisoning known as disporella, but only eight of these employees have tested positive for the strain. A RamTech spokesperson claims that the apparent outbreak of disporella can be attributed to contaminated food served two weeks ago at the company's annual employee picnic.

Which of the following, if true, would most support the claim made by the RamTech spokesperson above? 

 (A) Disporella symptoms generally last only a few days. 

 (B) RamTech's cafeteria facilities provide lunch to Ram-

Tech employees during every workday. 

 (C) People with disporella do not generally test positive

or disporella until at least one week after dispor-

ella symptoms begin to occur. 

 (D) People with disporella often do not exhibit disporella

symptoms until more than a week after contracting

disporella. 

 (E) A person can test positive for disporella without

exhibiting symptoms of disporella.  

41)
In 1998 more citizens from the country of Monrovia migrated from Monrovia to neighboring Abstania than during any prior year. In 1998 the number of reported violent crimes in Abstania increased dramatically over 1997. The unavoidable conclusion is that Monrovians who migrated from Monrovia to Abstania were responsible for this increase.

Which of the following statements, if true, would most seriously weaken the claim that Monrovians were responsible for the increase in violent crime in Abstania during 1998? 

 (A) Each year more violent criminals are apprehended in

Abstania than in Monrovia.

 (B) During 1998 more violent crimes were reported in

Abstania than in Monrovia.

 (C) In 1998 no Monrovians migrated from either Monrovia

or Abstania to any country other than Monrovia or

Abstania. 

 (D) In 1998 the number of unreported violent crimes in

Abstania increased as well. 

 (E) In 1998 fewer Monrovians migrated from Monrovia to

Abstania than from Abstania to Monrovia.  

42)
Wendy, a student, is an avid backgammon player. All students play either chess or checkers, but some checkers players do not play chess because they do not understand chess strategy. Backgammon players never play checkers, because they do not find checkers challenging. Therefore, Wendy must understand chess strategy.

Which of the following must be true for the conclusion drawn above to be logically correct? 

 (A) All chess players understand chess strategy. 

 (B) Backgammon is more challenging than checkers. 

 (C) All students who understand chess strategy play

chess. 

 (D) Chess is more challenging than backgammon. 

 (E) All students who find backgammon challenging play

checkers. 

43)
As any economist knows, healthy people pose less of an economic burden to society than unhealthy people. Not surprisingly, then, every dollar our state government spends on prenatal care for undocumented immigrants will save taxpayers of this state three dollars. 

Which of the following, if true, would best explain why the statistics cited above are not surprising?

 (A) The state's taxpayers pay for prenatal care of all

immigrants. 

 (B) Pregnant women who do not receive prenatal care

are more likely to experience health problems than

other pregnant women.

 (C) State benefits for prenatal care serve to promote

undocumented immigration. 

 (D) Babies whose mothers did not receive prenatal care

are just as healthy as other babies. 

 (E) Babies born in this state to undocumented immigrant

parents are entitled to infant care benefits from

the state.  

44)
Beautiful beaches attract people, no doubt about it. Just look at this city's beautiful beaches, which are among the most overcrowded beaches in the state. 

Which of the following exhibits a pattern of reasoning most similar to the one exhibited in the argument above? 

 (A) Moose and bear usually appear at the same drinking

hole at the same time of day. Therefore, moose and

bear must grow thirsty at about the same time. 

 (B) Children who are scolded severely tend to misbehave

more often than other children. Hence if a child is

not scolded severely that child is less likely to mis-

behave. 

 (C) This software program helps increase the work ef-

ficiency of its users. As a result, these users have

more free time for other activities. 

 (D) During warm weather my dog suffers from fleas more

so than during cooler weather. Therefore,

fleas must thrive in a warm environment. 

 (E) Pesticides are known to cause anemia in some people. 

However, most anemic people live in regions where

pesticides are not commonly used. 

45)
Our school district should not spend its money on the new Verbal Advantage reading program. After all, our students get all the reading practice they need by studying history and science. 

The argument above depends on which the following assumptions?

 (A) The Verbal Advantage program would not help the

students learn history and science. 

 (B) Other reading programs are just as effective but

less expensive than the Verbal Advantage program. 

 (C) The Verbal Advantage program involves only reading

practice. 

 (D) Teaching students history and science is more im-

portant than teaching them reading skills. 

 (E) The students can already read well enough to

study history and science.  

46)
People should be held accountable for their own behavior, and if holding people accountable for their own behavior entails capital punishment, then so be it. However, no person should be held accountable for behavior over which he or she had no control. 

Which of the following is the most logical conclusion of the argument above? 

 (A) People should not be held accountable for the be-

havior of other people.

 (B) People have control over their own behavior.

 (C) People cannot control the behavior of other people.

 (D) Behavior that cannot be controlled should not be

punished.

 (E) People have control over behavior that is subject to

capital punishment.

47)
Newspaper publishers earn their profits primarily from advertising revenue, and potential advertisers are more likely to advertise in newspapers with a wide circulation - a large number of subscribers and other readers - than with other newspapers. But the circulation of the newspaper that is currently the most profitable one in this city has steadily declined during the last two years, while the circulation of one of its competitors has steadily increased. 

Any of the following, if true, would help explain the apparent discrepancy between the two statements above EXCEPT: 

 (A) Advertisers generally switch from the most widely

circulated newspaper to another one only when

the other one becomes the most widely circulated

newspaper instead. 

 (B) Advertising rates charged by the most profitable

newspaper in the city are significantly higher than

those charged by its competitors. 

 (C) The most profitable newspaper in the city receives

revenue from its subscribers as well from adverti-

sers. 

 (D) The circulation of the most profitable newspaper

in the city is still greater than than of any of its

competitors. 

 (E) The number of newspapers competing viably with the

most profitable newspaper in the city has increased

during the last two years. 

48)  The petrochemical industry claims that chemical waste dumps pose no threat to people living near them. If this is true, then why do they locate the plants in sparsely populated regions? By not locating the chemical dumps in densely populated areas the petrochemical industry tacitly admits that these chemicals are potentially dangerous to the people living nearby.

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the author's argument?

(A) Funding through the environmental Super Fund to clean up poorly run waste dumps is reserved for rural areas only.

(B) Until chemical dumps are proven 100% safe, it would be imprudent to locate them were they could potentially do the most harm.

(C) Locating the dumps in sparsely populated areas is less expensive and involves less government red tape.

(D) The potential for chemicals to leach into the water table has in the past been underestimated.

(E) People in cities are more likely to sue the industry if their health is harmed by the dumps.

49) The news media is often accused of being willing to do anything for ratings. However, recent action by a television network indicates that the news media is sometimes guided by moral principle. This network had discovered through polling voters on the east coast that the Republican candidate for President had garnered enough votes to ensure victory before the polls closed on the west coast. However, the network withheld this information until the polls on the west coast closed so that the information would not affect the outcome of key congressional races. 

Which one of the following most strengthens the argument?

(A) The network had endorsed the Republican candidate for President.

(B) The network expected its ratings to increase if it predicted the winner of the presidential race, and to decrease if did not predict the winner.

(C) A rival network did predict a winner of the presidential race before the polls on the west coast closed.

(D) The network believed that it would receive higher ratings by not predicting the winner of the presidential race.

(E) The network feared that predicting the winner of the presidential race could so anger Congress that it might enact legislation preventing all future polling outside of voting centers. 

50) Which of the following best completes the passage below?

In a survey of job applicants, two-fifths admitted to being at least a little dishonest. However, the survey may underestimate the proportion of job applicants who are dishonest, because____.

A. some dishonest people taking the survey might have claimed on the survey to be honest

B. some generally honest people taking the survey might have claimed on the survey to be dishonest

C. some people who claimed on the survey to be at least a little dishonest may be very dishonest

D. some people who claimed on the survey to be dishonest may have been answering honestly

E. some people who are not job applicants are probably at least a little dishonest

51)The average life expectancy for the United States population as a whole is 73.9 years, but children born in Hawaii will live an average of 77 years, and those born in Louisiana, 71.7 years. If a newlywed couple from Louisiana were to begin their family in Hawaii, therefore, their children would be expected to live longer than would be the case if the family remained in Louisiana.

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the conclusion drawn in the passage?

A. Insurance company statisticians do not believe that moving to Hawaii will significantly lengthen the average Louisianan’s life.

B. The governor of Louisiana has falsely alleged that statistics for his state are inaccurate.

C. The longevity ascribed to Hawaii’s current population is attributable mostly to genetically determined factors.

D. Thirty percent of all Louisianans can expect to live longer than 77 years.

E. Most of the Hawaiian Islands have levels of air pollution well below the national average for the United States.

52) The average life expectancy for the United States population as a whole is 73.9 years, but children born in Hawaii will live an average of 77 years, and those born in Louisiana, 71.7 years. If a newlywed couple from Louisiana were to begin their family in Hawaii, therefore, their children would be expected to live longer than would be the case if the family remained in Louisiana.

Which of the following statements, if true, would most significantly strengthen the conclusion drawn in the passage?

A. As population density increases in Hawaii, life expectancy figures for that state are likely to be revised downward.

B. Environmental factors tending to favor longevity are abundant in Hawaii and less numerous in Louisiana.

C. Twenty-five percent of all Louisianans who move to Hawaii live longer than 77 years.

D. Over the last decade, average life expectancy has risen at a higher rate for Louisianans than for Hawaiians.

E. Studies show that the average life expectancy for Hawaiians who move permanently to Louisiana is roughly equal to that of Hawaiians who remain in Hawaii.

53) Insurance Company X is considering issuing a new policy to cover services required by elderly people who suffer from diseases that afflict the elderly. Premiums for the policy must be low enough to attract customers. Therefore, Company X is concerned that the income from the policies would not be sufficient to pay for the claims that would be made.

Which of the following strategies would be most likely to minimize Company X’s losses on the policies?

A. Attracting middle-aged customers unlikely to submit claims for benefits for many years.

B. Insuring only those individuals who did not suffer any serious diseases as children

C. Including a greater number of services in the policy than are included in other policies of lower cost

D. Insuring only those individuals who were rejected by other companies for similar policies

E. Insuring only those individuals who are wealthy enough to pay for the medical services

54)A program instituted in a particular state allows parents to prepay their children’s future college tuition at current rates. The program then pays the tuition annually for the child at any of the state’s public colleges in which the child enrolls. Parents should participate in the program as a means of decreasing the cost for their children’s college education. 

Which of the following, if true, is the most appropriate reason for parents not to participate in the program?

A. the parents are unsure about which public college in the state the child will attend.

B. The amount of money accumulated by putting the prepayment funds in an interest-bearing account today will be greater than the total cost of tuition for any of the public colleges when the child enrolls.

C. The annual cost of tuition at the state’s public colleges is expected to increase at a faster rate than the annual increase in the cost of living. 

D. Some of the state’s public colleges are contemplating large increases in tuition next year. 

E. The prepayment plan would not cover the cost of room and board at any of the state’s public colleges. 

.

55) Company Alpha buys free-travel coupons from people who are awarded the coupons by Bravo Airlines for flying frequently on Bravo airplanes. The coupons are sold to people who pay les for the coupons than they would pay by purchasing tickets from Bravo. This making of coupons results in lost revenue for Bravo. 

To discourage the buying and selling of free-travel coupons, it would be best for Bravo Airlines to restrict the 

A. number of coupons that a person can be awarded in a particular year

B. use of the coupons to those who were awarded the coupons and members of their immediate families

C. days that the coupons can be used to Monday through Friday

D. amount of time that the coupons can be used after they are issued

E. number of routes on which travelers can use the coupons

56) The ice on the front windshield of the car had formed when moisture condensed during the night. The ice melted quickly after the car was warmed up the next morning because the defrosting vent, which blows onl on the front windshield, was turned on full force. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously jeopardizes the validity of the explanation for the speed with which the ice melted?

A. The side windows had no ice condensation on them

B. Even though no attempt was made to defrost the back window, the ice there melted at the same rate as did the ice on the front windshield.

C. The speed at which ice on a window melts increases as the temperature of the air blown on the window increases

D. The warm air from the defrosting vent for the front windshield cools rapidly as it dissipates throughout the rest of the car.

E. The defrosting vent operates efficiently even when the heater, which blows warm air toward the feet or faces of the driver and passengers, is on.

57) To prevent some conflicts of interest, Congress could prohibit high-level government officials from accepting positions as lobbyists for three years after such officials leave government service. One such official concluded, however, that such a prohibition would be unfortunate because it would prevent high-level government officials from earning a livelihood for three years. 

The official’s conclusion logically depends on which of the following assumptions?

A. Laws should not restrict the behavior of former government officials. 

B. Lobbyists are typically people who have previously been high-level government officials.

C. Low-level government officials do not often become lobbyists when they leave government service.

D. High-level government officials who leave government service are capable of earning a livelihood only as lobbyists. 

E. High-level government officials who leave government service are currently permitted to act as lobbyists for only three years. 

58) A conservation group in the United States is trying to change the long-standing image of bats as frightening creatures. The group contends that bats are feared and persecuted solely because they are shy animals that are active only at night. 

Which of the following, if true, would cast the most serious doubt on the accuracy of the group’s contention?

A. Bats are steadily losing natural roosting places such as caves and hollow trees and are thus turning to more developed areas for roosting. 

B. Bats are the chief consumers of nocturnal insects and thus can help make their hunting territory more pleasant for humans. 

C. Bats are regarded as frightening creatures not only in the United States but also in Europe, Africa, and South America. 

D. Raccoons and owls are shy and active only at night; yet they are not generally feared and persecuted.

E. People know more about the behavior of other greatly feared animal species, such as lions, alligators, and greatly feared animal species, such as lions, alligators, and snakes, than they do about the behavior of bats. 

59) Meteorite explosions in the Earth’s atmosphere as large as the one that destroyed forests in Siberia, with approximately the force of a twelve-megaton nuclear blast, occur about once a century. 

The response of highly automated systems controlled by complex computer programs to unexpected circumstances is unpredictable.

Which of the following conclusions can most properly be drawn, if the statements above are true, about a highly automated nuclear-missile defense system controlled by a complex computer program?

A. Within a century after its construction, the system would react inappropriately and might accidentally start a nuclear war.

B. The system would be destroyed if an explosion of a large meteorite occurred in the Earth’s atmosphere. 

C. It would be impossible for the system to distinguish the explosion of a large meteorite from the explosion of a nuclear weapon. 

D. Whether the system would respond inappropriately to the explosion of a large meteorite would depend on the location of the blast.

E. It is not certain what the system’s response to the explosion of a large meteorite would be, if its designers did not plan for such a contingency.

. 

60) The fewer restrictions there are on the advertising of legal services, the more lawyers there are who advertise their services, and the lawyers who advertise a specific service usually charge less for that service than lawyers who do not advertise. Therefore, if the state removes any of its current restrictions, such as the one against advertisements that do not specify fee arrangements, overall consumer legal costs will be lower than if the state retains its current restrictions. 

If the statements in the passage are true, which of the following must be true?

A. Some lawyers who now advertise will charge more for specific services if they do not have to specify fee arrangements in the advertisements.

B. More consumers will use legal services if there are fewer restrictions on the advertising of legal service.

C. If the restriction against advertisements that do not specify fee arrangements is removed, more lawyers will advertise their services.

D. If more lawyers advertise lower prices for specific services, some lawyers who do not advertise will also charge less than they currently charge for those services. 

E. If the only restrictions on the advertising of legal services were those that apply to every type of advertising, most lawyers would advertise their services.

61) The fewer restrictions there are on the advertising of legal services, the more lawyers there are who advertise their services, and the lawyers who advertise a specific service usually charge less for that service than lawyers who do not advertise. Therefore, if the state removes any of its current restrictions, such as the one against advertisements that do not specify fee arrangements, overall consumer legal costs will be lower than if the state retains its current restrictions.

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the argument concerning overall consumer legal costs?

A. The state has recently removed some other restrictions that had limited the advertising of legal services.

B. The state is unlikely to remove all of the restrictions that apply solely to the advertising of legal services.

C. Lawyers who do not advertise generally provide legal services of the same quality as those provided by lawyers who do advertise. 

D. Most lawyers who now specify fee arrangements in their advertisements would continue to do so even if the specification were not required.

E. Most lawyers who advertise specific services do not lower their fees for those services when they begin to advertise.

. 

62) Defense Department analysts worry that the ability of the United States to wage a prolonged war would be seriously endangered if the machine-tool manufacturing base shrinks further. Before the Defense Department publicly connected this security issue with the import quota issue, however, the machine-tool industry raised the national security issue in its petition for import quotas. 

Which of the following, if true, contributes most to an explanation of the machine-tool industry’s raising the issue above regarding national security?

A. When the aircraft industries retooled, they provided a large amount of work for too builders.

B. The Defense Department is only marginally concerned with the effects of foreign competition on the machine-tool industry. 

C. The machine-tool industry encountered difficulty in obtaining governmental protection against imports on grounds other than defense.

D. A few weapons important for defense consist of parts that do not require extensive machining. 

E. Several federal government programs have been designed which will enable domestic machine-tool manufacturing firms to compete successfully with foreign toolmakers.

63) Opponents of laws that require automobile drivers and passengers to wear seat belts argue that in a free society people have the right to take risks as long as the people do not harm other as a result of taking the risks. As a result, they conclude that it should be each person’s decision whether or not to wear a seat belt. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the conclusion drawn above?

A. Many new cars are built with seat belts that automatically fasten when someone sits in the front seat.

B. Automobile insurance rates for all automobile owners are higher because of the need to pay for the increased injuries or deaths of people not wearing seat belts.

C. Passengers in airplanes are required to wear seat belts during takeoffs and landings.

D. The rate of automobile fatalities in states that do not have mandatory seat belt laws is greater than the rate of fatalities in states that do have such laws.

E. In automobile accidents, a greater number of passengers who do not wear seat belts are injured than are passengers who do wear seat belts.

64) The cost of producing radios in Country Q is ten percent less than the cost of producing radios in Country Y. even after transportation fees and tariff charges are added, it is still cheaper for a company to import radios from Country Q to Country Y than to produce radios in Country Y. 

The statements above, if true, best support which of the following assertions?

A. labor costs in Country Q are ten percent below those in Country Y. 

B. importing radios from Country Q to Country Y will eliminate ten percent of the manufacturing jobs in Country Y.

C. the tariff on a radio imported from Country Q to Country Y is less than ten percent of the cost of manufacturing the radio in Country Y.

D. the fee for transporting a radio from Country Q to Country Y is more than ten percent of the cost of manufacturing the radio in Country Q.

E. it takes ten percent less time to manufacture a radios in Country Q than it does in Country Y.

65) During the Second World War, about 375,000 civilians died in the United States and about 408,000 members of the United States armed forces died overseas. On the basis the those figures, it can be concluded that it was not much more dangerous to be overseas in the armed forces during the Second World War than it was to stay at home as a civilian. 

Which of the following would reveal most clearly the absurdity of the conclusion drawn above?

A. Counting deaths among members of the armed forces who served in the United State in addition to deaths among members of the armed forces serving overseas

B. Expressing the difference between the numbers of deaths among civilians and members of the armed forces as a percentage of the total number of deaths

C. Separating deaths caused by accidents during service in the armed forces from deaths caused by combat injuries

D. Comparing death rates per thousand members of each group rather than comparing total numbers of deaths

E. Comparing deaths caused by accidents in the United States to deaths caused by combat in the armed forces

. 

66) Toughened hiring standards have not been the primary cause of the present staffing shortage in public schools. The shortage of teachers is primarily caused by the fact that in recent years teachers have not experienced any improvements in working conditions and their salaries have not kept pace with salaries in other professions.

Which of the following, if true, would most support the claims above?

A. Many teachers already in the profession would not have been hired under the new hiring standards.

B. Today more teachers are entering the profession with a higer educational level than in the past.

C. Some teachers have cited higher standards for hiring as a reason for the current staffing shortage.

D. Many teachers have cited low pay and lack of professional freedom as reasons for their leaving the profession.

E. Many prospective teachers have cited the new hiring standards as a reason for not entering the profession. 

67) A proposed ordinance requires the installation in new homes of sprinklers automatically triggered by the presence of a fire. However, a home builder argued that because more than ninety percent of residential fires are extinguished by a household member, residential sprinklers would only marginally decrease property damage caused by residential fires.

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the home builder’s argument?

A. most individuals have no formal training in how to extinguish fires.

B. Since new homes are only a tiny percentage of available housing in the city, the new ordinance would be extremely narrow in scope.

C. The installation of smoke detectors in new residences costs significantly less than the installation of sprinklers.

D. In the city where the ordinance was proposed, the average time required by the fire department to respond to a fire was less than the national average.

E. The largest proportion of property damage that results from residential fires is caused by fires that start when no household member is present.

68) Even though most universities retain the royalties from faculty members’ inventions, the faculty members retain the royalties from books and articles they write. Therefore, faculty members should retain the royalties from the educational computer software they develop.

The conclusion above would be more reasonably drawn if which of the following were inserted into the argument as an additional premise?

A. Royalties from inventions are higher than royalties from educational software programs.

B. Faculty members are more likely to produce educational software programs than inventions.

C. Inventions bring more prestige to universities that do books and articles.

D. In the experience of most universities, educational software programs are more marketable that are books and articles.

E. In terms of the criteria used to award royalties, educational software programs are more nearly comparable to books and articles than to inventions. 

69) Increase in the level of high-density lipoprotein (HDL) in the human bloodstream lower bloodstream-cholesterol levels by increasing the body’s capacity to rid itself of excess cholesterol. Levels of HDL in the bloodstream of some individuals are significantly increased by a program of regular exercise and weight reduction. 

Which of the following can be correctly inferred from the statements above?

A. Individuals who are underweight do not run any risk of developing high levels of cholesterol in the bloodstream. 

B. Individuals who do not exercise regularly have a high risk of developing high levels of cholesterol in the bloodstream late in life.

C. Exercise and weight reduction are the most effective methods of lowering bloodstream cholesterol levels in humans.

D. A program of regular exercise and weight reduction lowers cholesterol levels in the bloodstream of some individuals.

E. Only regular exercise is necessary to decrease cholesterol levels in the bloodstream of individuals of average weight.

70) When limitations were in effect on nuclear-arms testing, people tended to save more of their money, but when nuclear-arms testing increased, people tended to spend more of their money. The perceived threat of nuclear catastrophe, therefore, decreases the willingness of people to postpone consumption for the sake of saving money. 

The argument above assumes that

A. the perceived threat of nuclear catastrophe has increased over the years.

B. Most people supported the development of nuclear arms 

C. People’s perception of the threat of nuclear catastrophe depends on the amount of nuclear-arms testing being done

D. The people who saved the most money when nuclear-arms testing was limited were the ones who supported such limitations

E. There are more consumer goods available when nuclear-arms testing increases

.

71) Which of the following best completes the passage below?

People buy prestige when they buy a premium product. They want to be associated with something special. Mass-marketing techniques and price-reduction strategies should not be used because____.

A. affluent purchasers currently represent a shrinking portion of the population of all purchasers

B. continued sales depend directly on the maintenance of an aura of exclusivity 

C. purchasers of premium products are concerned with the quality as well as with the price of the products

D. expansion of the market niche to include a broader spectrum of consumers will increase profits

E. manufacturing a premium brand is not necessarily more costly than manufacturing a standard brand of the same product

72) A cost-effective solution to the problem of airport congestion is to provide high-speed ground transportation between major cities lying 200 to 500 miles apart. The successful implementation of this plan would cost far less than expanding existing airports and would also reduce the number of airplanes clogging both airports and airways. 

Which of the following, if true, could proponents of the plan above most appropriately cite as a piece of evidence for the soundness of their plan?

A. An effective high-speed ground-transportation system would require major repairs to many highways and mass-transit improvements.

B. One-half of all departing flights in the nation’s busiest airport head for a destination in a major city 225 miles away.

C. The majority of travelers departing from rural airports are flying to destinations in cities over 600 miles away.

D. Many new airports are being built in areas that are presently served by high-speed ground-transportation systems.

E. A large proportion of air travelers are vacationers who are taking long-distance flights.

73) If there is an oil-supply disruption resulting in higher international oil prices, domestic oil prices in open-market countries such as the United States will rise as well, whether such countries import all or none of their oil. 

If the statement in the passage concerning oil-supply disruptions is true, which of the following policies in an open-market nation is most likely to reduce the long-term economic impact on that nation of sharp and unexpected increases in international oil prices?

A. Maintaining the quantity of oil imported at constant yearly levels

B. Increasing the number of oil tankers in its fleet

C. Suspending diplomatic relations with major oil-producing nations

D. Decreasing oil consumption through conservation

E. Decreasing domestic production of oil

74) If there is an oil-supply disruption resulting in higher international oil prices, domestic oil prices in open-market countries such as the United States will rise as well, whether such countries import all or none of their oil.

Which of the following conclusions is best supported by the statement in the passage?

A. Domestic producers of oil in open-market countries are excluded from the international oil market when there is a disruption in the international oil supply.

B. International oil-supply disruptions have little, if any, effect on the price of domestic oil as long as an open-market country has domestic supplies capable of meeting domestic demand.

C. The oil market in an open-market country is actually part of the international oil market, even if most of that country’s domestic oil is usually sold to consumers within its borders.

D. Open-market countries that export little or none of their oil can maintain stable domestic oil prices even when international oil prices rise sharply.

E. If international oil prices rise, domestic distributors of oil in open-market countries will begin to import more oil than they export.

75) The average normal infant born in the United States weighs between twelve and fourteen pounds at the age of three months. Therefore, if a three-month-old child weighs only ten pounds, its weight gain has been below the United States average.

Which of the following indicates a flaw in the reasoning above?

A. Weight is only one measure of normal infant development.

B. Some three-month-old children weigh as much as seventeen pounds.

C. It is possible for a normal child to weigh ten pounds at birth.

D. The phrase “below average” does not necessarily mean insufficient.

E. Average weight gain is not the same as average weight.

76) Red blood cells in which the malarial-fever parasite resides are eliminated from a person’s body after 120 days. Because the parasite cannot travel to a new generation of red blood cells, any fever that develops in a person more than 120 days after that person has moved to a malaria-free region is not due to the malarial parasite.

Which is the following, if true, most seriously weakens the conclusion above?

A. The fever caused by the malarial parasite may resemble the fever caused by flu viruses.

B. The anopheles mosquito, which is the principal insect carrier of the malarial parasite, has been eradicated in many parts of the world.

C. Many malarial symptoms other than the fever, which can be suppressed with anti-malarial medication, can reappear within 120 days after the medication is discontinued.

D. In some cases, the parasite that causes malarial fever travels to cells of the spleen, which are less frequently eliminated from a person’s body than are red blood cells.

E. In any region infested with malaria-carrying mosquitoes, there are individuals who appear to be immune to malaria.

. 

77) Fact 1: Television advertising is becoming less effective: the proportion of brand names promoted on television that viewers of the advertising can recall is slowly decreasing. 

Fact 2: Television viewers recall commercials aired first or last in a cluster of consecutive commercials far better than they recall commercials aired somewhere in the middle.

Fact 2 would be most likely to contribute to an explanation of fact 1 if which of the following were also true?

A. The average television viewer currently recalls fewer than half the brand names promoted in commercials he or she saw.

B. The total time allotted to the average cluster of consecutive television commercials is decreasing.

C. The average number of hours per day that people spend watching television is decreasing.

D. The average number of clusters of consecutive commercials per hour of television is increasing.

E. The average number of television commercials in a cluster of consecutive commercials is increasing.

78) The number of people diagnosed as having a certain intestinal disease has dropped significantly in a rural county this year, as compared to last year. Health officials attribute this decrease entirely to improved sanitary conditions at water-treatment plants, which made for cleaner water this year and thus reduced the incidence of the disease. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the health officials’ explanation for the lower incidence of the disease?

A. many new water-treatment plants have been built in the last five years in the rural county.

B. Bottled spring water has not been consumed in significantly different quantities by people diagnosed as having the intestinal disease, as compared to people who did not contract the disease.

C. Because of a new diagnostic technique, many people who until this year would have been diagnosed as having the intestinal disease are now correctly diagnosed as suffering from intestinal ulcers.

D. Because of medical advances this year, far fewer people who contract the intestinal disease will develop severe cases of the disease.

E. The water in the rural county was brought up to the sanitary standards of the water in neighboring counties ten years ago. 

79) The price the government pays for standard weapons purchased from military contractors is determined by a pricing method called “historical costing.” Historical costing allows contractors to protect their profits by adding a percentage increase, based on the current rate of inflation, to the previous year’s contractual price.

Which of the following statements, if true, is the best basis for a criticism of historical costing as an economically sound pricing method for military contracts?

A. The government might continue to pay for past inefficient use of funds.

B. The rate of inflation has varied considerably over the past twenty years.

C. The contractual price will be greatly affected by the cost of materials used for the products.

D. Many taxpayers question the amount of money the government spends on military contracts.

E. The pricing method based on historical costing might not encourage the development of innovative weapons.

80) Some who favor putting governmental enterprises into private hands suggest that conservation objectives would in general be better served if private environmental groups were put in charge of operating and financing the national park system, which is now run by the government.

Which of the following, assuming that it is a realistic possibility, argues most strongly against the suggestion above?

A. Those seeking to abolish all restrictions on exploiting the natural resources of the parks might join the private environmental groups as members and eventually take over their leadership.

B. Private environmental groups might not always agree on the best ways to achieve conservation objectives.

C. If they wished to extend the park system, the private environmental groups might have to seek contributions from major donors and general public.

D. There might be competition among private environmental groups for control of certain park areas.

E. Some endangered species, such as the California condor, might die out despite the best efforts of the private environmental groups, even if those groups are not hampered by insufficient resources.

.

81) A recent spate of launching and operating mishaps with television satellites led to a corresponding surge in claims against companies underwriting satellite insurance. As a result, insurance premiums shot up, making satellites more expensive to launch and operate. This, in turn, has added to the pressure to squeeze more performance out of currently operating satellites. 

Which of the following, if true, taken together with the information above, best supports the conclusion that the cost of television satellites will continue to increase?

A. Since the risk to insurers of satellites is spread over relatively few units, insurance premiums are necessarily very high.

B. When satellites reach orbit and then fail, the causes of failure are generally impossible to pinpoint with confidence.

C. The greater the performance demands placed on satellites, the more frequently those satellites break down.

D. Most satellites are produced in such small numbers that no economies of scale can be realized.

E. Since many satellites are built by unwieldy international consortia, inefficiencies are inevitable.

82) Rural households have more purchasing power than do urban or suburban households at the same income level, since some of the income urban and suburban households use for food and shelter can be used by rural households for other needs.

Which of the following inferences is best supported by the statement made above?

A. The average rural household includes more people than does the average urban or suburban household.

B. Rural households have lower food and housing costs than do either urban or suburban households.

C. Suburban households generally have more purchasing power than do either rural or urban households.

D. The median income of urban and suburban households is generally higher than that of rural households.

E. All three types of households spend more of their income on food and housing than on all other purchases combined.

83) In 1985 state border colleges in Texas lost the enrollment of more than half, on average, of the Mexican nationals they had previously served each year. Teaching faculties have alleged that this extreme drop resulted from a rise in tuition for international and out-of-state students from $ 40 to $ 120 per credit hour.

Which of the following, if feasible, offers the best prospects for alleviating the problem of the drop in enrollment of Mexican nationals as the teaching faculties assessed it?

A. Providing grants-in-aid to Mexican nationals to study in Mexican universities.

B. Allowing Mexican nationals to study in Texas border colleges and to pay in-state tuition rates, which are the same as the previous international rate

C. Reemphasizing the goals and mission of the Texas state border colleges as serving both in-state students and Mexican nationals

D. Increasing the financial resources of Texas colleges by raising the tuition for in-state students attending state institutions

E. Offering career counseling for those Mexican nationals who graduate from state border colleges and intend to return to Mexico

84) Affirmative action is good business. So asserted the National Association of Manufacturers while urging retention of an executive order requiring some federal contractors to set numerical goals for hiring minorities and women. “Diversity in work force participation has produced new ideas in management, product development, and marketing,” the association claimed.

The association’s argument as it is presented in the passage above would be most strengthened if which of the following were true?

A. The percentage of minority and women workers in business has increased more slowly than many minority and women’s groups would prefer.

B. Those businesses with the highest percentages of minority and women workers are those that have been the most innovative and profitable.

C. Disposable income has been rising as fast among minorities and women as among the population as a whole.

D. The biggest growth in sales in the manufacturing sector has come in industries that market the most innovative products.

E. Recent improvements in management practices have allowed many manufacturers to experience enormous gains in worker productivity. 

. 

85) If the airspace around centrally located airports were restricted to commercial airliners and only those private planes equipped with radar, most of the private-plane traffic would be forced to sue outlying airfields. Such a reduction in the amount of private-plane traffic would reduce the risk of midair collision around the centrally located airports.

The conclusion draw in the first sentence depends on which of the following assumptions?

A. Outlying airfields would be as convenient as centrally located airports for most pilots of private planes.

B. Most outlying airfields are not equipped to handle commercial-airline traffic.

C. Most private planes that use centrally located airports are not equipped with radar.

D. Commercial airliners are at greater risk of becoming involved in midair collisions than are private planes.

E. A reduction in the risk of midair collision would eventually lead to increases in commercial-airline traffic.

86) If the airspace around centrally located airports were restricted to commercial airliners and only those private planes equipped with radar, most of the private-plane traffic would be forced to sue outlying airfields. Such a reduction in the amount of private-plane traffic would reduce the risk of midair collision around the centrally located airports.

Which of the following, if true, would most strengthen the conclusion drawn in the second sentence?

A. Commercial airliners are already required by law to be equipped with extremely sophisticated radar systems.

B. Centrally located airports are experiencing overcrowded airspace primarily because f sharp increases in commercial-airline traffic.

C. Many pilots of private planes would rather buy radar equipment than be excluded from centrally located airports.

D. The number of midair collisions that occur near centrally located airports has decreased in recent years.

E. Private planes not equipped with radar systems cause a disproportionately large number of midair collisions around centrally located airports.

87) Which of the following best completes the passage below?

Established companies concentrate on defending what they already have. Consequently, they tend not to be innovative themselves and tend to underestimate the effects of the innovations of others. The clearest example of this defensive strategy is the fact that___.

A. ballpoint pens and soft-tip markers have eliminated the traditional market for fountain pens, clearing the way for the marketing of fountain pens as luxury or prestige items

B. a highly successful automobile was introduced by the same company that had earlier introduced a model that had been a dismal failure 

C. a once-successful manufacturer of slide rules reacted to the introduction of electronic calculators by trying to make better slide rules

D. one of the first models of modern accounting machines, designed for use in the banking industry, was purchased by a public library as well as by banks

E. the inventor of a commonly used anesthetic did not intend the product to be used by dentists, who currently account for almost the entire market for that drug.

. 

88) Most archaeologists have held that people first reached the Americas less than 20,000 years ago by crossing a land bridge into North America. But recent discoveries of human shelters in South America dating from 32,000 years ago have led researchers to speculate that people arrived in South America first, after voyaging across the Pacific, and then spread northward.

Which of the following, if it were discovered, would be pertinent evidence against the speculation above?

A. A rock shelter near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, contains evidence of use by human beings 19,000 years ago. 

B. Some North American sites of human habitation predate any sites found in South America.

C. The climate is warmer at the 32,000-year-old South American site than at the oldest known North American site.

D. The site in South America that was occupied 32,000 years ago was continuously occupied until 6,000 years ago.

E. The last Ice Age, between 11,500 and 20,000 years ago, considerably lowered worldwide sea levels. 

. 

89) In Asia, where palm trees are non-native, the trees’ flowers have traditionally been pollinated by hand, which has kept palm fruit productivity unnaturally low. When weevils known to be efficient pollinators of palm flowers were introduced into Asia in 1980, palm fruit productivity increased-by up to fifty percent in some areas-but then decreased sharply in 1984.

Which of the following statements, if true, would best explain the 1984 decrease in productivity?

A. Prices for palm fruit fell between 1980 and 1984 following the rise in production and a concurrent fall in demand.

B. Imported trees are often more productive than native trees because the imported ones have left behind their pests and diseases in their native lands.

C. Rapid increases in productivity tend to deplete trees of nutrients needed for the development of the fruit-producing female flowers.

D. The weevil population in Asia remained at approximately the same level between 1980 and 1984.

E. Prior to 1980 another species of insect pollinated the Asian palm trees, but not as efficiently as the species of weevil that was introduced in 1980. 

. 

90) Since the mayor’s publicity campaign for Greenville’s bus service began six months ago, morning automobile traffic into the midtown area of the city has decreased seven percent. During the same period, there has been an equivalent rise in the number of persons riding buses into the midtown area. Obviously, the mayor’s publicity campaign has convinced many people to leave their cars at home and ride the bus to work. 

Which of the following, if true, casts the most serious doubt on the conclusion drawn above?

A. Fares for all bus routes in Greenville have risen an average of five percent during the past six months.

B. The mayor of Greenville rides the bus to City Hall in the city’s midtown area.

C. Road reconstruction has greatly reduced the number of lanes available to commuters in major streets leading to the midtown area during the past six months.

D. The number of buses entering the midtown area of Greenville during the morning hours is exactly the same now as it was one year ago.

E. Surveys show that longtime bus riders are no more satisfied with the Greenville bus service than they were before the mayor’s publicity campaign began.

91) In the aftermath of a worldwide stock-market crash, Country T claimed that the severity of the stock-market crash it experienced resulted from the accelerated process of denationalization many of its industries underwent shortly before the crash. 

Which of the following, if it could be carried out, would be most useful in an evaluation of Country T’s assessment of the causes of the severity of its stock-market crash?

A. calculating the average loss experienced by individual traders in Country T during the crash

B. using economic theory to predict the most likely date of the next crash in Country T

C. comparing the total number of shares sold during the worst days of the crash in Country T to the total number of shares sold in Country T just prior to the crash

D. comparing the severity of the crash in Country T to the severity of the crash in countries otherwise economically similar to Country T that have not experienced recent denationalization

E. comparing the long-term effects of the crash on the purchasing power of the currency of Country T to the immediate, more severe short-term effects of the crash on the purchasing power of the currency of Country T

92) With the emergence of biotechnology companies, it was feared that they would impose silence about proprietary results on their in –house researchers and their academic consultants. This constraint, in turn, would slow the development of biological science and engineering. 

Which of the following, if true, would tend to weaken most seriously the prediction of scientific secrecy described above?

A. Biotechnological research funded by industry has reached some conclusions that are of major scientific importance.

B. When the results of scientific research are kept secret, independent researchers are unable to build on those results.

C. Since the research priorities of biotechnology companies are not the same as those of academic institutions, the financial support of research by such companies distorts the research agenda.

D. To enhance the companies’ standing in the scientific community, the biotechnology companies encourage employees to publish their results, especially results that are important.

E. Biotechnology companies devote some of their research resources to problems that are of fundamental scientific importance and that are not expected to produce immediate practical applications. 

93) Some people have questioned the judge’s objectivity in cases of sex discrimination against women. But the record shows that in sixty percent of such cases, the judge has decided in favor of the women. This record demonstrates that the judge has not discriminated against women in cases of sex discrimination against women. 

The argument above is flawed in that it ignores the possibility that

A. a large number of the judge’s cases arose out of allegations of sex discrimination against women

B. many judges find it difficult to be objective in cases of sex discrimination against women

C. the judge is biased against women defendants or plaintiffs in cases that do not involve sex discrimination

D. the majority of the cases of sex discrimination against women that have reached the judge’s court have been appealed from a lower court

E. the evidence shows that the women should have won in more than sixty percent of the judge’s cases involving sex discrimination against women

. 

94) the tobacco industry is still profitable and projections are that it will remain so. In the United States this year, the total amount of tobacco sold by tobacco-farmers has increased, even though the number of adults who smoke has decreased.

Each of the following, if true, could explain the simultaneous increase in tobacco sales and decrease in the number of adults who smoke EXCEPT:

A. During this year, the number of women who have begun to smoke is greater than the number of men who have quit smoking

B. The number of teen-age children who have begun to smoke this year is greater than the number of adults who have quit smoking during the same period

C. During this year, the number of nonsmokers who have begun to use chewing tobacco or snuff is greater than the number of people who have quit smoking

D. The people who have continued to smoke consume more tobacco per person than they did in the past

E. More of the cigarettes made in the United States this year were exported to other countries than was the case last year.

95) Kale has more nutritional value than spinach. But since collard greens have more nutritional value than lettuce, if follows that kale has more nutritional value than lettuce.

Any of the following, if introduced into the argument as an additional premise, makes the argument above logically correct EXCEPT: 

A. Collard greens have more nutritional value than kale

B. Spinach has more nutritional value than lettuce

C. Spinach has more nutritional value than collard greens

D. Spinach and collard greens have the same nutritional value

E. Kale and collard greens have the same nutritional value

96) On the basis of a decrease in the college-age population, many colleges now anticipate increasingly smaller freshman classes each year. Surprised by a 40 percent increase in qualified applicants over the previous year, however, administrators at Nice College now plan to hire more faculty for courses taken by all freshmen.

Which of the following statements about Nice College’s current qualified applicants, if true, would strongly suggest that the administrators’ plan is flawed?

A. A substantially higher percentage than usual plan to study for advanced degrees after graduation from college.

B. According to their applications, their level of participation in extracurricular activities and varsity sports is unusually high.

C. According to their applications, none of them lives in a foreign country.

D. A substantially lower percentage than usual rate Nice College as their first choice among the colleges to which they are applying

E. A substantially lower percentage than usual list mathematics as their intended major.

. 

97) A researcher discovered that people who have low levels of immune-system activity tend to score much lower on tests of mental health than do people with normal or high immune-system activity. The researcher concluded from this experiment that the immune system protects against mental illness as well as against physical disease.

The researcher’s conclusion depends on which of the following assumptions?

A. High immune-system activity protects against mental illness better than normal immune-system activity does.

B. Mental illness is similar to physical disease in its effects on body systems.

C. People with high immune-system activity cannot develop mental illness.

D. Mental illness does not cause people’s immune-system activity to decrease.

E. Psychological treatment of mental illness is not as effective as is medical treatment.

