The argument claims that… (Restate completely)
Stated in this way, the argument:
a) Manipulates facts and conveys a distorted view of the situation
b) Reveals examples of leaps of faith, poor reasoning and ill-defined terminology
c) Fails to mention several key factors, on the basis of which it could be evaluated
The conclusion of the argument relies on assumptions for which there is no clear evidence. Hence, the argument is weak / unconvincing and has several flaws. The passage below aims to elaborate upon these flaws as well as provide potential remedies to resolve them.


First, the argument readily assumes that…
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is an unwarranted leap of faith, which requires additional supporting evidence to hold.
A possible situation that contradicts this assumption could be that…
Another possibility might be…
Clearly, the conclusion is invalid unless the argument provides additional evidence to validate this unstated assumption.
However, one potential remedy is…


Second, the argument claims that…
This is again a weak and unsupported claim as the argument does not take into account…
To illustrate, …
Additionally, in the case that… the argument would not hold
Thus, the argument fails to convince readers that [conclusion]
Although this assumption is currently flawed, if the argument had provided evidence that… then the argument would have been much more convincing.


Lastly, the argument assumes that…
This argument fails to account for…
Moreover, this argument would not hold in a scenario in which…
Ultimately, without convincing evidence one is left with the impression that this claim is more of wishful thinking.
To remedy this flaw, the argument could include…


In conclusion, the argument is flawed for the above-mentioned reasons and is therefore unconvincing. The argument could be considerably strengthened if the author clearly mentioned all of the relevant facts. In order to assess the merits of a certain situation / decision, it is essential to have full knowledge of all contributing factors.
In this particular case the argument’s underlying assumptions lack sufficient supporting information.
Without this information, the argument remains unsubstantiated and open to debate. While the argument contains several critical flaws, had the argument included the remedies mentioned above, the conclusion would have been much more reasonable.


Structural Word (should be all over the essays)
Supporting examples - for example, to illustrate, for instance, because, specifically
Additional support - furthermore, in addition, similarly, just as, also, as a result, moreover
Importance - surely, truly, undoubtedly, clearly, in fact, most importantly
Contrast - on the contrary, yet, despite, rather, instead, however, although, while
Decide against - one cannot deny that, it could be argued that, granted, admittedly
Ying-yang - on the one hand/on the other hand
Concluding - therefore, in summary, consequently, hence, in conclusion, ultimately, in closing




