Strategy:
1. Preview the question stem

2. Read the stimulus

3. Prephrase the answer

4. Identify the correct answer

Important points from LSAT:
1. Every CR stimulus has a logical structure

2. Locating the conclusion is the first step in evaluating the argument. You can not find the line of reasoning or weakness etc. without finding the conclusion. The signal words for the conclusion may be: hence, therefore, so, it follows that, as a result, consequently etc.
3. To find the conclusion, “Ask what author is trying to prove?”
4. After finding the conclusion, you must define that point. Look for three things:

a. Quantifiers: These are words such as some, none, never, always, everywhere, sometimes, anywhere etc.
b. Qualifiers: These play role similar to that of qualifies, but they are descriptive rather than numerical. Read page 117 of LSAT.
c. Author’s intentions: You must distinguish between claims of facts and proposals of change. Read page 117 of LSAT.
5. Premises always support the conclusions. These may be either explicitly stated or are implicit (Assumptions). For stated premises the signal words may be since, due to, because, given that etc.
6. Ask yourself following questions:
a. If the cause is the only or real cause for this effect?

b. Are two analogies/situations similar and can be applied to each other?

c. Is the data provided true representation for the conclusion?
d. Are the terms used ambiguously? Read page 121 of LSAT.
e. Is the argument circular?
f. If the argument “AD HOMINEM” i.e. the argument is directed against the source of the claim rather than the claim itself?

Important points from PR:
1. DO NOT THINK TOO MUCH BEYOND THE PREMISES, CONCLUSION OR ARGUMENT.
2. Assumption Types:
a. Causal Assumptions: Is cause truly the reason for the effect, or there might be an alternate cause?
b. Analogy Assumptions: Are the situations compared really comparable?
c. Statistical Assumptions: Are the statistics representative to get to the conclusion?
3. Strengthen Type:

a. The information provided in the answer must be some new information that is not there in the argument. Generally the answer is the unstated premise.
b. Ask yourself three questions as given in point 2 above.
c. Negation strategy may also work many times. Negate the underlying assumption and argument will fall apart.
4. Weaken Type:

a. Negation strategy may also work many times. Negate the underlying assumption and argument will fall apart.

b. Ask yourself three questions as given in point 2 above.

5. Inference Type:
a. These questions have little to do with the conclusion of the passage; instead they might ask you to make inference about one or more premises.

b. When the question stem says “Find a conclusion that is best supported by the passage above” means inference not the conclusion.

6. Mimic The Reasoning Type: Simply then in If A, Then B etc.
7. Resolve The Paradox Type: Find the answer that connects two incompatible premises of the argument.

8. Evaluate The Argument Type: These generally revolve around the unstated assumption.
9. Identify The Reasoning Type: These are bold-face type.
Always pay special attention to words such as “most”, “some”, “many” etc. These may lead you to the wrong answer.

