Harward:

1. Discuss an experience that has had an impact on your development as a leader. (400 - word limit) 
2. What are your three most substantial accomplishments, and why do you view them as such? (600 - word limit) 
3. Recognizing that successful leaders are able to learn from failure, discuss a situation in which you failed and what you learned. (400 - word limit)

4. Discuss an ethical dilemma that you experienced firsthand. How did you manage and resolve the situation? (400 - word limit)

5. Provide a candid assessment of your strengths and weaknesses. (400 - word limit) 
6. What are your career aspirations, and how can Harvard Business School help you to reach them? (400 - word limit)

7. (Optional) Is there any other information that you believe would be helpful to the Board in understanding you better and in considering your application? Please be concise.
Kellogs:

1. All applicants must complete A, B, or C as appropriate. (1 - 2 pages)
A. Master of Business Administration applicants only. Briefly assess your career progress to date. Elaborate on your future career plans and your motivation for pursuing a graduate degree at the Kellogg School.

B. Master of Management and Manufacturing applicants only. Briefly assess your career progress to date. How does the MMM program meet your educational needs and career goals? 
C. Joint-degree applicants only. Briefly assess your career progress to date. How does the joint-degree program meet your needs and career goals?
2. Each of our applicants is unique. Describe how your background, values, academics, activities and/or leadership skills will enhance the experience of other Kellogg students. (1 - 2 pages)
3. You have been selected as a member of the Kellogg Admissions Committee. Please provide a brief evaluative assessment of your file. (1 - 2 pages)
4. Complete three of the following six questions or statements. (2 to 3 paragraphs each)
A. Through the course of your life, what would you identify as your most valued accomplishment?
B. What is the most valuable lesson you have learned in a leadership role?

C. Describe your most challenging professional relationship.
D. Outside of work I ...
E. Describe an ethical dilemma that you have faced and how it was resolved.
F. I wish the Admissions Committee had asked me...

Wharton:

Required Essays for All Applicants*
1. Describe how your experiences, both professional and personal, have led to your decision to pursue an MBA at the Wharton School this year. How does this decision relate to your career goals for the future? (1,000 words)
2. Describe a situation where leadership and teamwork were critical to the outcome of a project in which you were directly involved. What did you learn from the experience and how have you applied what you learned to other situations? (1,000 words)
3. Describe a personal achievement that has had a significant impact on your life. Give specific details. What did you learn from this experience? How did it help shape your understanding of yourself and the world around you? (500 words)
4. Please tell us something about yourself that you feel will help the Admissions Committee know you better. (500 words)
* Except reapplicants who applied for the fall 2002 entering class
Reapplicant Essays
1. Describe how your candidacy has been enhanced since you last applied. Please include why you plan to pursue an MBA at Wharton this year and how it relates to your short and long-term career aspirations. Feel free to be introspective and reflect on how your perspectives and goals have developed. (1,500 words)
2. Is there any other information that you believe would be helpful for the Admissions Committee to consider as we review your application? (500 words)
Optional Essay for All Applicants
The Admissions Committee believes the required essay topics address issues that are important in understanding your candidacy. If there are extenuating circumstances or concerns affecting your application of which you feel the Admissions Committee should be aware, please elaborate here (e.g. your academic performance as an accurate measure of your potential, unexplained gaps in your work experience).
Stanford MBA Application Essays
**Stanford's essays should be answered in 3 to 7 pages, but they will accept up to 10 pages per essay without any problems.**
ESSAY A: What matters most to you, and why?
This essay is very open-ended and there is no "right" response. This essay is a story about you, about your beliefs, about your passions. Write about something that is important to you -- not what you think is important to us -- and write it from your own perspective. It should be descriptive and told in a straightforward and sincere way. It also should be a story only you can tell, which means describing not just what they are, but also "how" and "why" those things have shaped your conduct and attitudes in your personal and professional life. 
ESSAY B: What are your short-term and long-term career aspirations? How will an MBA education further your development? Why does the academic experience offered at the GSB appeal to you?
The question has multiple parts -- please think about and answer each. Why do you want an MBA degree? Why specifically at the Stanford GSB? How will the Stanford MBA make a difference in your life and career? We don't expect a detailed, lifetime plan. But we do expect you to be specific about why you are applying.
 

Columbia Business School Application Essays
1. What are your short-term and long-term post-MBA goals? How will Columbia Business School help you achieve these goals? (Limit 1,000 words) 
2. Please cite and explain a specific situation in which you demonstrated initiative. (Limit 500 words) 
3. Describe an experience in which the relationships you developed enhanced the outcome of a team effort. (Limit 500 words) 
4. Please select and answer one of the following essay questions: (Limit 250 words)
a. Please tell us about what you feel most passionate.
b. If you were given a free day and could spend it anywhere, in any way you choose, what would you do? 
5. (Optional) Is there any further information that you wish to provide to the Admissions Committee? (Please use this space to provide an explanation of any areas of concern in your academic record or your personal history.)
 

Note: Columbia is also accepting the essays from last year's (2001-2002) application.
University of Chicago GSB Application Essays
Essays should be double-spaced and should not exceed the word limits given below.
a. Why are you seeking an M.B.A. from the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business? What do you hope to experience and contribute? What are your plans and goals after you receive your degree? (750 words)
b. You have been selected to lead a team of three people to develop a new idea. What would the members of your team have in common? How would they be different? How will you motivate the team to succeed?
c. You have been nominated as a Distinguished Alumnus in 2013 and asked to deliver a speech. What are the key elements to your success? What advice would you give your peers? (500 words)
d. If there is further information that you believe would be helpful to the admissions committee, please feel free to provide it.
MIT Sloan MBA Application Essays 
**MIT/Sloan requires its applicants to write a cover letter which we view as an additional essay. Hence, we state on the application essays page that there are 5 essays even though you will technically see only 4 essays for MBA applicants listed below.**
Prepare a cover letter (between 500-800 words) seeking a place in the MIT Sloan School and a one-page resume or curriculum vitae (up to 50 lines) for use by the Admissions Committee.
MBA and LFM applicants:
Essay One: Please give an example of when you exhibited creativity in a personal or professional setting. Please describe your thoughts and actions. (500-800 words)
Essay Two: Please give an example of when you had an impact on a person, group or organization. Please describe the situation, your actions, and the results. (500-800 words)
Essay Three: Please give us an example of a difficult interaction you had with someone. Please describe the situation, what was difficult about it, and how you resolved it. (500-800 words)
Essay Four: Please write your own recommendation following our template on the recommendation form. You should use the third person and answer all questions except for #1. (No limit)
LFM applicants only:
Essay Five: Why do you wish to pursue the LFM Program and, in particular, the engineering department you selected? (Please be specific and thorough as to the engineering department you designated in your application.) How does this fit with your future plans?

Michigan Business School Application Essays
**Word limit for the Michigan Business School Application Essays: 500 words**
Required Questions
1. What has been your most significant professional achievement? What has been your toughest professional challenge and how did you address it? 
2. Describe your post-graduation career plans. How will your education, experience, and development to date support those plans? How will an MBA from the University of Michigan's Business School help you attain your goals? 
For Tauber Manufacturing Institute Applicants: Please answer the above question as it relates to your career interests in manufacturing and how you see the TMI program helping you attain your goals.
3. Describe a failure or setback in your life. How did you overcome this setback? What, if anything, would you do differently if confronted with this situation again? 
4. Answer one of the following:
a. Describe an idea you've had for a new business or product or a new service line of an existing entity.
b. What's the most creative solution to a problem or situation you've ever developed?
c. What makes work fulfilling? Describe a situation where, as a team member or project leader, you have made work more interesting or enjoyable for your group.
Optional Questions
1. Describe any experiences you've had that highlight the value of diversity in a business setting.
2. If there is any other information that you believe is important to our assessment of your candidacy, feel free to add it to your application
Fuqua School of Business
Essays for Applicants
1. Describe your professional work experience since earning your bachelor's degree and discuss how you chose your career path. (250 words)
2. What are your short and long term career goals once you earn your MBA? Why will Duke MBA help you reach these goals. (400 words) 
3. Fuqua's culture values the individual contributions that each student brings to the community. What qualities and life experiences will you bring to Fuqua, and how will they enable you to contribute? (500 words)
Essays for Re-Applicants
1. Please write an essay updating the Fuqua Admissions Committee on your professional activities during the past year. (400 words)
2. Write an essay describing how you are a stronger candidate for admission compared to the previous year's application. (400 words)
Tuck School of Business Application Essays
Tuck has 1 "essay" and 4 "short answers" which we consider essays because they ask crucial questions that must be answered carefully if you want to get in.
Essay
Please respond fully but concisely to the following essay. Although there are no restrictions on the length of your response, most applicants use 1,000 words or fewer. Your response should be typed and double-spaced, with your name on each sheet. There is no right or wrong answer.
A well-known, multinational mining company has a long-term contract to extract precious metals in an impoverished region of a developing country. Over the past decade, the operation has proven profitable to the company. Recently, there have been peaceful, but highly disruptive, protests by members of communities adjacent to the company's property. The ruling country dictatorship has been unresponsive in meeting the local communities' needs. The local communities are now demanding a share of the mining operation's profits in the form of approximately US$8 million to provide clean water and basic sanitation for the surrounding villages.
You have been promoted and sent to this country as the expatriate general manager responsible for the operation. The mine is assessed at US$20 million in annual taxes by the local government. This year you will show a US$50 million after-tax profit if you elect not to address the request of the local community. Your team has worked very hard this year. A US$50 million profit is the minimum level to ensure that your team meets its bonus plan.
· Provide an analysis of your options. 

· Describe what you would do. 

· Discuss the rationale of your choice. 

· Address your plan to communicate with any constituent affected by your decision. 

Short-Answer Questions
These questions have a 100 word maximum length restriction.
1. How would a colleague describe you?
2. What is the most important thing you have recently learned?
3. Tell us about a goal you have recently pursued.
4. Why have you decided to pursue an MBA?
Cornell Johnson School Application Essays
1 Required - (400 words)

What professional experiences have led you to pursue an MBA from the Johnson School at Cornell University and how does this degree fit into your future career plans? How will your knowledge and background enhance the education of your fellow classmates?

2 Required - Answer one of the following two questions (400 words)

A. Leadership is highly valued at the Johnson School. Describe a leadership decision made by a person who you admired and respected. What outstanding leadership skills were demonstrated and what impact did the decision have on you?
B. In a recent lecture at the Johnson School, Benjamin Zander, conductor of the Boston Philharmonic Orchestra, explained how he gets the most from his students. First, he gives them each an "A" in his course, then he asks each one to write him a letter dated one year into the future. The letter begins "Dear Mr. Zander, I recieved an "A" because..." and must then describe the person she/he has become over the course of that year. Write a letter to the admissions committee, dated at the end of your first year of your MBA program. The letter describes the person you have become during that year.

3 Required - Answer one of the following two questions (400 words)

Many organizations have a credo/value statement that they follow. Please share with us your personal credo.
B. What is your definition of success? Describe the strategies you have employed in striving for success in your life.

4 Required - Answer one of the following five questions (400 words)

A. Write the table of contents and opening paragraph of your autobiography.
B. Upon completion of your MBA at the Johnson School, what will classmates say about you or how will they remember you?
C. What does "community" mean to you? How do you currently contribute to your community and how would you contribute to the Johnson School community?
D. What characteristics and capabilities would you like your future classmates to possess?
E. What do you think others' first impression of you is when you enter a room? What is their impression once you have left the room?

5 Optional Essay

If there is other information you would like to add regarding your candidacy, please use the optional essay. For instance, if you believe one or more aspects of your application (e.g., undergraduate GPA or test scores) do(es) not accurately reflect your potential for success at the Johnson School and in your chosen career, you may use this essay to explain those circumstances. You may also include back-ground information you would like the admissions committee to take into consideration as it reviews your application. This essay is for clarification purposes only.

6 Required for Park Applicants - 400 words or less

Describe how you would benefit personally and professionally from being a Park Leadership Fellow, and how your Park project would enhance the Johnson School, or the Ithaca community. Also, describe your reasons for selecting this project and why it has special meaning for you.

Darden MBA Application Essays
Use your best judgment for determining the proper length of your essays
1. Specifically address your post-MBA short and long-term professional goals. How will Darden assist you in attaining these goals?
2. The Darden School seeks a diverse and unique entering class of future leaders. How will your distinctiveness enrich our learning environment and enhance your prospects for success as a leader?
3. Describe a significant leadership experience, decision-making challenge, or accomplishment. How did this experience affect your professional and personal development?
4. Pose and address your own essay question.
5. (Optional) Please use this opportunity to present any additional information that would assist the Admissions Committee in the evaluation of your candidacy.
UC Berkeley Haas School of Business
The following questions are meant to elicit brief yet thoughtful responses of 1 sentence to 2 paragraphs in length:
Describe something you feel passionate about.
What is your most valued tangible possession? What is your most valued intangible possession?
If you could have dinner with one individual, past or present, who would it be? What would you order?
Briefly state what you view as your most significant accomplishment. (3 sentences or less)
If you could change one characteristic about yourself, what would it be? 
If you had 4 extra hours each day (i.e. a 28 hour day), what would you do with them?
Do you feel that your academic record (i.e. grades, course load, etc.) is an accurate reflection of your ability and potential? In comparison to your college friends and classmates, do you feel that you were particularly advantaged or disadvantaged?  Please explain.
"Main" essay questions
What are your professional goals? How do your past and present experiences relate to those goals? (1 to 2 pages, not to exceed 500 words)
OPTIONAL: Please feel free to provide a statement concerning any information you would like to add to your application that you haven't addressed elsewhere.
Yale School of Management Application Essays
1. The mission of the Yale School of Management is to educate leaders for business and society. In this context, tell us your career goals and your plans for achieving them. Please be specific. Describe how your previous experience will help you to reach your goals. (2 pages)
2. We believe that the best education for leadership in any sector of the world economy is two years of rigorous business fundamentals. This approach to learning will prepare you for any career you might pursue, be it in the business, government, or nonprofit arena. With this in mind, tell us why the Yale MBA program is the right learning environment for you. (1 page)
3. Part of leadership is the ability to make a difference under difficult circumstances. With this in mind, describe a situation in which you exhibited such leadership. (1 page)
4. Drawing on current events, discuss the relevance of market forces and government regulation on corporate values. Stake out your position on this issue and support your argument with specific details and examples. (1 page)
5. From a professional standpoint, answer one of the following: a. Describe a risk you too. b. What motivates you? (1 page)
6. (Optional) Is there any information not presented elsewhere in the application or any aspect of your credentials that needs an explanation to help the Admissions Committee understand your candidacy?
NYU Stern School of Business Application Essays
1. Think about all the decisions you have made in your life. Describe the following: (2 pages maximum)
PAST: What choices have you made that have led you to your current position?
PRESENT: Why is a Stern MBA necessary at this point in your life?
FUTURE: What is your desired position upon graduation from Stern?
2. Please respond to one of the following questions, giving relevant reasons and/or examples from your personal experience to support your answer. (2 pages maximum)
Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of changing himself. -- Leo Tolstoy
What was the most difficult constructive feedback you have received, and what did you do as a result of it?
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands in times of challenge and controversy. -- Martin Luther King
In your professional experience, describe a situation where you demonstrated leadership, relating it to the quote above.
3. Creatively describe yourself to your MBA classmates. You may use any method to convey your message: words, illustrations, etc. All submissions become part of the permanent records at the Stern School of Business and cannot be returned for any reason. We do not recommend submitting anything that must be viewed or played electronically. (2 pages maximum)
4. (Optional) Please provide any additional information that you would like to bring to the attention of the Admissions Committee. If you are unable to submit a recommendation from a current employer, please give your reason here.
UCLA Anderson Application Essays
1. Please provide us with a summary of your personal and family background. Include information about your parents and siblings, where you grew up, and perhaps a highlight or special memory of your youth. (1,000 words) 
2. Discuss a situation, preferably work related, where you have taken a significant leadership role. How does this event demonstrate your management potential? (500 words) 
3. Discuss your career goals and why you want an MBA degree. How will the skills you have developed to date contribute to your effectiveness in fulfilling your post-MBA career objectives? (1,000 words)
If you are a concurrent degree program applicant, please incorporate in your answer how the dual program fits your professional interests. 
4. Why specifically, are you applying to the Anderson School and what, in particular, is most compelling about our program relative to your goals? (500 words) 
5. (Optional) is there any other information that you believe would be helpful to the Admissions Committee in considering your application? If you feel the application already represents you well, do not feel obligated to answer this essay question.

Marshall School of Business Application Essays
1. Describe in a brief paragraph (1 page)
a. Your post-MBA short-term goals
b. Your post-MBA long-term goal
c. How your professional experience, when combined with an MBA degree allows you to achieve these goals.
2. Complete one of the following three statements. (1 page)
a. A controversial decision I made that resulted in a favorable outcome was…
b. People may be surprised to learn that I…
c. I am considered a leader because..
3. Answer two of the following questions (2 pages per question)
a. The Marshall MBA Prime Program prepares students for doing business in a global economy. Describe a cross-cultural experience that challenged you. How did you meet this challenge and what did you learn from this experience?
b. The Marshall School of Business is situated in Los Angeles, the entertainment of the world. What do you feel is the impact of an MBA on the entertainment industry, and how will it shape the industry in the next 5 years?
c. USC was voted College of the Year in 2000 by Time Magazine and The Princeton Review, garnering major acclaim for its emphasis on community outreach and service. How have you impacted your community?
d. We all experience significant events or “milestones” that influence the course of our lives. Briefly describe such an event and how it affected you.
4. Optional Essay: Please add any additional information that you would like the Admissions Committee to consider in evaluating your application. (1 page)

UNC Kenan-Flagler Application Essays
1. Please describe your career progression to date, highlighting leadership and management positions and reasons for changing employers or career paths, if applicable. How will an MBA assist you in achieving your short- and long-term career goals? (2 pages)
2. Describe your three greatest accomplishments? What does each demonstrate about your personality? (2 pages)
Please select either question 3A or 3B.
3A. You are a senior vice president of a chain of restaurants based in your home country. You have been asked to evaluate the feasibility of expanding the chain worldwide. How would you conduct an analysis that would enable you to make a recommendation? Please take the perspective of either the Senior VP of Strategy, Marketing, or Operations. (2 pages)
3B. You have recently been brought in by the CEO of your company to act as the new project lead for a high profile team charged with bringing a new product to market. The team has become dysfunctional and risks missing the project deadline. How will you go about turning the situation around? You have one month to make the deadline. (2 pages)
Optional (all of the following 3 essays)
1. Please tell us about any international experience you have had, either living or working abroad, and how it has impacted your global perspective. (1 page)
2. What obstacles or major challenges have you overcome to achieve your goals? How do these life experiences distinguish you from other applicants? (1 page)
3. Kenan-Flagler students have chosen to concentrate in a variety of fields as undergraduate students as we welcome applications from students who have majored in non-business fields. To prepare for the quantitative dimension of the MBA program, we strongly recommend that all enrolling students have some background in Calculus, Economics, Statistics, and Financial Accounting. If you haven't studied these subjects in college or university, please explain how you have demonstrated proficiency in these areas. If you haven't had exposure to these subjects, please let us know your plan for preparing yourself for Kenan-Flagler. (1 page)
CMU Graduate School of Industrial Administration
Application Essays
(Suggested length -- 2 double-spaced essays per essay)
A. What are your reasons for undertaking MBA study at Carnegie Mellon? Please describe how your experience, education, Carnegie Mellon MBA and future career plans relate to each other. Describe your short-term and long-term objectives and how you plan to achieve them. 
B. Because MBA students work closely together, we would like to understand what there is about your background and your experiences that would make a contribution to the diversity of the entering class and enhance the educational experience of other students. 
C. Please answer one of the following two questions:
1. Please describe an ethical issue that you have faced in your professional life, how you dealt with the situation and what the outcome was, or
2. Please describe a failure or setback in your professional or academic life. How did you overcome this setback. What, if anything, would you do differently if confronted with this situation again?
D. Please comment on any item (or items) in your application you think worthy or necessary of further explanation. We are most interested in having you address any weaknesses or strengths that bear on your application. Note: You must complete this essay if you answered "yes" to either of the "additional information" questions on the previous page. 
E. If there is any additional information or material you would like to include, please feel free to include it in a separate essay. Note: This essay is intended to provide a place for you to add information that you think is important but it is not covered elsewhere in the application.
 

Kelley School of Business Application Essays
Maximum length: 2 double-spaced pages.
Mandatory
1. Please discuss your post-MBA short- and long-term professional goals. How will your professional experience, when combined with a Kelley MBA degree, allow you to achieve these goals?
Choose two of the next three:
2. What is the most significant change or improvement you have made to an organization with which you have recently been affiliated? Describe the process you went through to identify the need for change and manage the process of implement change. What were the results?
3. Suppose you had to choose three people -- people alive now or people from a different era -- to travel with you on a cross-country automobile trip. Who would you choose and why? What would you hope to learn from them? (Think carefully about the company you want on those long stretches through Nebraska or Kansas.)
4. Describe what there is about your background and your experiences that will contribute to the diversity of the entering class and enhance the educational experience of the other students.
Optional:
5. Is there anything else that you think we should know as we evaluate your application? If you believe your credentials and essays represent you fairly, you shouldn't feel obligated to answer this question.
