Analytical Writing Assessment Tutorials
Two 30 minute essays begin the GMAT test. One of these essays is Analysis of an Issue, and the other is Analysis of an Argument. In Analysis of an Issue, you are given a particular issue, and must analyze it carefully, supporting your argument with relevant examples and/or reasons. For Analysis of an Argument, you need to analyze and critique the logic of a given argument, again supporting your critique with examples and reasons. 

ETS wants to see that you can, at the very least, string a few sentences together, form proper paragraphs and structure an essay satisfactorily. Their requirements are not very profound given that the essays are marked by a computer and a university faculty member or graduate student (who has only a few minutes to grade your essay). Thus the structure of the essay is far more important than the content. Nevertheless, do not take this section too lightly, especially if you are not a native speaker of English. If your mother tongue is not English, business schools can use these essays as another way of evaluating your proficiency in English. 

You will receive a grade on each essay that will range from a possible 0 to a perfect 6. Your score will increase or decrease in increments of 0.5, so you could have, for example, a score of 3.5 on your first essay and a score of 4.5 on your second essay, a situation which will give you a combined score for both essays of 4.0. 

Important: The scores for the essay are NOT included in the final GMAT score, which is calculated from 200-800. The AWA score is scored separately, and is sent with your GMAT scores to the universities you have selected on the test day to receive them. 

NB: This tutorial is specifically aimed at helping you with the GMAT Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) section. The techniques mentioned are not necessarily suitable for writing your MBA application essays.

We will have a second tutorial to cover 'Analysis of an Argument' essays soon.

Analysis of an Issue Tutorial
How do you write a good essay in just 30 minutes? Steve shows you how in our first tutorial for the Analytical Writing Assessment.
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Stephen Bolton"
What is Analysis of an Issue?
Analysis of an Issue essays are one of two essay types one finds on the GMAT exam. You will have to write an Analysis of an Issue essay when you write the exam – no exceptions. In Analysis of an Issue, you must either agree or disagree with the issue at hand, supporting your argument logically and structuring the essay effectively. Here is an example of an Analysis of an Issue:

"Trust is a key ingredient in successful business relations".

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 

Read the question carefully and make sure you understand exactly what you need to do. If you misunderstand the question and then write on something off-topic, you will receive a 0 as your score.

Brainstorm for a couple of minutes before writing. Take 2 to 4 minutes to write down on your scrap paper all your ideas and arguments, and then organize them before you start typing.

Give your essay some structure. Every essay should have some sort of organization, such as an introduction, the body of the essay, and a conclusion.

Watch your time. Every couple of minutes look up and make sure you will not run out of time before you have finished the conclusion.

Avoid extreme opinions. If you have extreme views on any particular issue, keep them to yourself. You do not want the B-School thinking you are some sort of nut.

Write about what you know. Use your own experiences and knowledge to spice up a dull essay topic. As well, an essay with examples from the real world is much more enjoyable to read than one based solely on mere opinion and conjecture.

As in other aspects of your life, managing your time in the AWA is absolutely essential. To illustrate, let's take an example from another realm of our world – construction. You are given 6 months to construct a house and have it completed before winter. Say you spent the whole 6 months making the foundation of the house the most secure and sound foundation imaginable. Great, but you spend so much time doing this you do not have time to finish the rest of the house within the time limit. Should you be congratulated by friends and neighbours? Should your picture be put on the cover of Basements, Crawlspaces and Foundations Magazine? No – you did not finish the project on time, and one way or another you will be penalized for not using your time well.

Something like this is very common among test-takers in the AWA. If you were to take too much time writing a brilliant opening paragraph but not have time to do a conclusion, then your score would indeed be very low. And many students do something like this all the time. Another error would be to write as much as you can for 15 minutes, without truly pondering the Issue or editing the essay after you write, and then move on quickly to the next essay or section. Again, your score would suffer. The point is that you have to go in to the AWA with a clear idea of how you are going to use your time wisely.

Here are some rough guidelines on time management for each essay.

· Brainstorm: 2- 4 minutes. Take a couple of minutes to write down ideas and a rough outline of the organization of the essay on your scratch paper.


· Write: 22-25 minutes. Using what you have written in your Brainstorming session, start writing.


· Edit: 2-3 minutes. Take a couple of minutes, just before the clock runs down, to review what you have written, checking for spelling and grammar errors, and that the essay flows well and that the arguments make sense and are understandable.


It is entirely up to you how you manage your time, whether you follow these guidelines or modify them to a great degree. Whatever you do, though, remember to manage your time.

Too many test-takers just start writing as soon as they have finished reading the essay topic/question (or even before they finish reading). One of the big dangers of doing this is that it is easier than one might think to misunderstand what the essay exactly is about, and then write something completely off-topic. If you happen to so this, you run the risk of getting a 0 score for that essay. 

We strongly recommend that you take a couple of minutes at least in order to understand what is being asked of you and to jot down some ideas on how you will approach this essay. Let's assume this is your essay topic in an Analysis of an Issue problem: 

"Trust is a key ingredient in successful business relations". 
Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 

We recommend that you take 2-4 minutes to consider and write down what you are going to write. First, you determine you are going to agree with and support the statement. Second, you jot down some points on your scratch paper, usually in a short-hand version for yourself: 

· buyers must trust suppliers in order for deliveries to happen 

· clients must trust lawyers, patients doctors 

· businesses must trust credit card company to pay them 

· credit card companies must trust cardholders to pay them 

· cardholders must trust credit companies not to overbill them 

· Francis Fukuyama book: Trust 

· My uncle's store: clientele through mutual trust 

It is important to have some sort of organization or structure for the essay at least in mind, even if you do not write it down. The most basic and common structure for an essay like this is the following: 

Introduction – establish the issue or the parameters of the author's argument, state the position you will take in the essay (1 paragraph) 

Body – make your arguments and defend/support them here (1-3 paragraphs) 

Conclusion – make a summary of your position (1 paragraph) 

The area that people usually do a terrible job on is the Conclusion, often because they run out of time. Remember to budget enough time for yourself to do a good job of the Conclusion. 

Here are some models for the structure of the essay. Practice a couple of them, and use whichever one best suits both your style of writing and your method of making a point.

Model 1 

1st paragraph: state both sides of the argument before announcing what side you are on. 

2nd paragraph: support your argument 

3rd paragraph: further support 

4th paragraph: further support 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Model 2 

1st paragraph: state your position 

2nd paragraph: acknowledge the arguments in favor of the other side 

3rd paragraph: rebut each of those arguments 

4th paragraph: conclusion 

Model 3 

1st paragraph: state the position you will eventually contradict 

2nd paragraph: contradict the first position 

3rd paragraph: support your position 

4th paragraph: further support 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Model 4 

1st paragraph: provide an example or illustrative situation 

2nd paragraph: state your interpretation or view of this example situation 

3rd paragraph: support the argument 

4th paragraph: conclusion 

Model 5 

1st paragraph: provide an example or illustrative situation 

2nd paragraph: state the other side's possible interpretation or view of this example/situation 

3rd paragraph: state your side 

4th paragraph: support 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Now that we have seen several models for the essay, let's choose one and approach the essay example given above. 

The Analysis of an Issue example given was: 

"Trust is a key ingredient in successful business relations".

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 

And our notes from the brainstorming session: 

· buyers must trust suppliers in order for deliveries to happen 

· clients must trust lawyers, patients doctors 

· businesses must trust credit card company to pay them 

· credit card companies must trust cardholders to pay them 

· cardholders must trust credit companies not to overbill them 

· Francis Fukuyama book: Trust 

· My uncle's store: clientele through mutual trust 

Let's now choose one of the model essay structures shown on the last page: 

Model 1 

1st paragraph: state both sides of the argument before announcing what side you are on. 

2nd paragraph: support your argument 

3rd paragraph: further support 

4th paragraph: further support 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Now let's fit our brainstorming with this essay model: 

1st paragraph Yes 

· Trust is a key ingredient in successful business relations. 

2nd paragraph General 

· F. Fukuyama book: Trust 

· buyers must trust suppliers in order for deliveries to happen. 

· clients must trust lawyers, patients doctors 

3rd paragraph: Specific 

· businesses must trust credit card company to pay them 

· credit card companies must trust cardholders to pay them 

· cardholders must trust credit companies not to overbill them 

4th paragraph: Even More Specific 

· My uncle's store: clientele through mutual trust 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Now you don't have to re-write everything again when you fit your notes with an essay model. Just put numbers corresponding to a paragraph beside each point in your brainstorming notes, so that you know which paragraph you will put each idea. 

Before we turn this into an essay we will look at some useful vocabulary.

Just as a good cook knows how to uses spices to make an otherwise dreary meal interesting, a good writer knows how to pepper her writing with words and expressions that make it more interesting, eye-catching and effective. 

At the very least, we can try to eliminate or use some words a lot more sparingly. For example, the word "nice" was infamous for being overused in the 1980s – very few writers use it more than occasionally, and you should do the same. Try to find a synonym for words like "nice", for instance pleasant, easy-going, amiable, likable, etc. Watch out for overused words such as "good", "bad", "big", and "little" as well. Note: these points are especially important for test-takers whose first language is not English. 

You should understand both the meaning of the following words, and the context in which they should be used. Try to use those you are less comfortable or familiar with when you are practicing your essay writing. 

Continue the Thought Words
Similarly
Moreover
Additionally
In the same way
Likewise

Conclusion Words
Thus
Therefore
Hence
So
In summary
In conclusion

Contradiction or Contrast Words
Neverthless
Nonetheless
However
But
Although
Though
Even though
Notwithstanding
Yet
But
Despite
In spite of
On the one hand…on the other hand
While
Unlike 

Now we will take a look at the final result.

Having planned out our essay here is the result. 

"Trust is a key ingredient in successful business relations".

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 

The examination of "trust" or "confidence" among individuals and in society as a whole has come into vogue during the last decade. While one can certainly overstate the case of the importance of trust to development and modernization, there is certainly something to be said for the importance of trust as a key ingredient to success in the business world. 

The polemic political scientist Francis Fukuyama has even penned a book entitled "Trust". Fukuyama argues that the secret to the success of the United States and certain other industrialized countries is the high-level of trust among individuals, in particular in the creation of "voluntary associations" – clubs, charity groups, church organizations. Whether these voluntary associations are as necessary as Fukuyama argues or not, it is true that trust is necessary in order for normal business transactions to run smoothly. Buyers must trust suppliers to fulfil their end of the bargain in order for transactions to happen. Suppliers must believe that buyers will purchase their products, or else they will not buy or produce those goods in the first place. Even in transactions that are not strictly commercial, trust must be present. Clients must trust lawyers, patients their doctors – if not, then the cost of transactions skyrockets as people have to pay more for goods and services through expensive business insurance and more red tape. 

Let us take a look at a specific example from our everyday world. You are going to buy a sofa. The furniture storeowner must trust the credit card company to pay him the money owed by you, the cardholder, for the sofa. The credit card company must trust you to pay them. And you, the cardholder, must trust credit companies not to overbill you on the sofa. Trust is absolutely necessary to every component of the everyday business transaction. 

This was a lesson I learned with my own eyes years ago, in my uncle's grocery store. My uncle had established personal, friendly relations with most of his clientele. The word of long-standing customers was as good as cash, and his staff would deliver groceries to homes free of charge. When an enormous supermarket opened in the neighborhood several years ago, my uncle's grocery store was fine. He had cultivated the confidence and respect of the communty, and that "social capital" translated into not good business, but great business. 

They say nothing can replace the personal touch. When people say that, they really mean that the confidence and mutual respect that interpersonal relations can establish are truly invaluable. Trust is indeed an essential part of any successful business transaction.

You have shared your wisdom with the world through your essay and are just about ready to relax and let the clock run down for those last 3 minutes. Stop! Do not let yourself take a break just yet. Take 2 to 3 minutes to review your essay, checking for: 

1. Spelling Errors – though if you do not know how to spell a word then a review will not help much, you can at least catch typing errors.


2. Grammatical Errors – sometimes difficult to catch in your own work, but still worth looking out for.


3. Flow of the Essay – does the essay move well from one transition/idea to another? From one paragraph to another? Look in particular at the beginning and end of paragraphs for smooth transitions.


4. Ideas - does this make sense? Do you still agree with what you just wrote?


5. Check Over the Introduction and Conclusion – these are the most important parts of the essay, since the reader will pay more attention to these sections than the Body of the essay. So make sure it is good.


Essays are scored on a scale of 1 - 6 with 1 being the lowest score and 6 being the highest.

6 EXCELLENT 

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the issue and demonstrates excellent writing skills. 

The typical 6 paper: 

· expresses ideas and develops a position on the issue with logical reasoning and persuasive examples 

· is well organized 

· demonstrates superior control of standard written English but may have minor flaws. 

Example of an essay which would score 6.

5 VERY GOOD 

A 5 paper presents a well-developed analysis of the issue and demonstrates well-developed writing skills. 

The typical 5 paper: 

· develops a position on the issue with solid reasons and/or examples 

· is for the most part well-organized 

· demonstrates clear control of standard written English but may have minor flaws. 

Example of an essay which would score 5.

4 GOOD 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and demonstrates adequate writing skills. 

The typical 4 paper: 

· develops a position on the issue with reasons and/or examples 

· is organized 

· demonstrates adequate control of the conventions of standard written English but may have some errors. 

Example of an essay which would score 4.

3 FLAWED 

A 3 paper demonstrates some ability in the analysis of the issue and some writing skills, but in general is flawed. 

The typical 3 paper: 

· has little organization 

· is limited in developing a clear position on the issue 

· is limited in the use of reasons and/or examples 

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in standard written English. 

Example of an essay which would score 3.

2 SERIOUSLY FLAWED 

A 2 paper demonstrates minimal competence in writing: 

The typical 2 paper exhibits one or more of the following characteristics: 

· is disorganized 

· is gravely limited in presenting or developing a position on the issue 

· provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples 

· contains numerous errors in grammar and the conventions of standard written English. 

· meaning of the essay or ideas in the essay are vague 

Example of an essay which would score 2.

1 TERRIBLE 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental weaknesses in writing skills: 

The typical 1 paper exhibits one or more of the following characteristics: 

· demonstrates scant evidence of the ability to develop or organize a coherent approach to the issue 

· has grave errors in language and grammatical structure 

· contains numerous English errors that severely interferes with meaning 

Example of an essay which would score 1.

0 NOT SCORABLE 

In another language, in no language whatsoever, off-topic 

Summary of advice for the Analysis of an Issue essay 

· Read the question carefully and make sure you understand exactly what you need to write about. 

· Brainstorm for a couple of minutes before writing. 

· Give your essay some structure through the use of one of the essay models presented above, or through your own approach to essay writing. 

· Edit in the last few minutes you are given for the essay 

· Watch your time. 

· Write about what you know. 

ETS publishes a full list of all the essay titles that can be asked in the real GMAT exam which we are sadly not permitted to reproduce here. However you can get hold of this full list for yourselves by buying ETS's 'The Official Guide for Gmat Review (9th Ed)' which has a complete list of the titles in its final pages. 

You can find also find sample AWA questions at the official ETS GMAT site. 

· Sample AWA Questions 

Examples

And here are some titles that we have made up that would be good to practice on. 

6. "Corporations should share equally with governments the responsibility of preserving the environment and natural resources". 

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 



7. "In the long-term, a company's success relies primarily on the competence of its top management, not on the quality of its product". 

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 



8. "The best kind of government is a limited government". 

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the opinion above. Support your point of view with reasons and/or examples from your own experience, observations, or reading. 



We intend to set up a system by which you can write essays and then swap them with other Test Tutor students for marking in the near future but until then we would advise you to use these examples to practice on. It would be useful for you to show your completed essays to other people so as to recieve feedback on them. We will not mark any essays sent to us. 

Analysis of an Argument Tutorial
Steve completes our series of tutorials on the Analytical Writing Assessment for the GMAT by taking a look at Analysis of an Argument questions.


PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Stephen Bolton"

What is Analysis of Argument?
One of the two essays that you will have to write for the GMAT will be an Analysis of an Argument essay. In Analysis of an Argument, you must either agree or disagree with the author's argument, supporting your argument logically and structuring the essay effectively. In one sense this is more difficult than the Issue essay, since you are given less freedom to write what you want to write. You have to deal with the author's argument, and that alone. Here is an example of an Analysis of an Argument: 

The Awesome Energy Riders have become an extremely popular toy line for the ACME Co. Management at Hollywood Pictures thinks that this success will translate to the silver screen, and have bought the rights of the Awesome Energy Riders to make four pictures. 

Discuss how well reasoned you find the plan of Hollywood Pictures. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 

· Read the question carefully and make sure you understand exactly what you need to do. If you misunderstand the question and then write on something off-topic, you will receive a 0 as your score.


· Brainstorm for a couple of minutes before writing. Take 2 to 4 minutes to write down on your scrap paper all your ideas and arguments, and then organize them before you start typing.


· Give your essay some structure. Every essay should have some sort of organization, such as an introduction, the body of the essay, and a conclusion.


· Watch your time. Every couple of minutes look up and make sure you will not run out of time before you have finished the conclusion.


· Avoid extreme opinions. If you have extreme views on any particular issue, keep them to yourself. You do not want the B-School thinking you are some sort of nut.


· Write about what you know. Use your own experiences and knowledge to spice up a dull essay topic. As well, an essay with examples from the real world is much more enjoyable to read than one based solely on mere opinion and conjecture.


As in other aspects of your life, managing your time in the AWA is absolutely essential. To illustrate, let's take an example from another realm of our world – construction. You are given 6 months to construct a house and have it completed before winter. Say you spent the whole 6 months making the foundation of the house the most secure and sound foundation imaginable. Great, but you spend so much time doing this you do not have time to finish the rest of the house within the time limit. Should you be congratulated by friends and neighbours? Should your picture be put on the cover of Basements, Crawlspaces and Foundations Magazine? No – you did not finish the project on time, and one way or another you will be penalized for not using your time well.

Something like this is very common among test-takers in the AWA. If you were to take too much time writing a brilliant opening paragraph but not have time to do a conclusion, then your score would indeed be very low. And many students do something like this all the time. Another error would be to write as much as you can for 15 minutes, without truly pondering the Issue or editing the essay after you write, and then move on quickly to the next essay or section. Again, your score would suffer. The point is that you have to go in to the AWA with a clear idea of how you are going to use your time wisely.

Here are some rough guidelines on time management for each essay.

· Brainstorm: 2- 4 minutes. Take a couple of minutes to write down ideas and a rough outline of the organization of the essay on your scratch paper.


· Write: 22-25 minutes. Using what you have written in your Brainstorming session, start writing.


· Edit: 2-3 minutes. Take a couple of minutes, just before the clock runs down, to review what you have written, checking for spelling and grammar errors, and that the essay flows well and that the arguments make sense and are understandable.


It is entirely up to you how you manage your time, whether you follow these guidelines or modify them to a great degree. Whatever you do, though, remember to manage your time.

Unfortunately, too many test-takers just start writing as soon as they have finished reading the author's arguments (or even before they finish reading). One of the potential pitfalls of doing this is that it is easier than one might think to misunderstand what the essay exactly is about, and then write something completely off-topic. If you happen to so this, you run the risk of getting a 0 score for that essay. 

Take a couple of minutes at least in order to understand what is being asked of you and to jot down some ideas on how you will approach this essay. Let's assume this is your essay topic: 

The Awesome Energy Riders have become an extremely popular toy line for the ACME Co. Management at Hollywood Pictures thinks that this success will translate to the silver screen, and have bought the rights of the Awesome Energy Riders to make four pictures. 

Discuss how well reasoned you find the plan of Hollywood Pictures. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 

We recommend that you take 2-4 minutes to consider and write down what you are going to write. First, you determine you are going to agree with and support the statement. Second, you jot down some points on your scratch paper, usually in short-hand version for yourself: 

For example. Possible Problems with Riders-movie plan 

· Riders will not be successful in movie format 

· Riders movie will be poorly made 

· Riders movie would be too violent 

· first movie is good, but successors flop 

· parents won't take kids to movie 

· fall out of fashion quickly 

Someone once said "There's no defence like a good offence". I believe it was someone in football, but as a long-suffering Toronto Maple Leafs fan I hope it was a hockey player. No matter. It holds true in war, sports, love and various other energetic activities. It is also true for the GMAT Analysis of an Argument. ATTACK. The author's Argument will be, at most, 5 or 6 lines. One cannot write a cogent and comprehensive argument in 5 or 6 lines. So you can always, at the very least, make the critique of "Well, the argument would make sense if the author had also discussed/explored A, B, C, and D". There is your essay. My advice: attack the author's argument. 

Common Fallacies in the AWA Arguments

There are 5 main types of logical fallacies you will find in the Arguments section. If you can identify these types, you can write a good critique of the Argument. 

9. Causal Argument Fallacy (If A, then B) 
In this type of Argument, the author contends that if one event occurs, the other event will thus occur. 

For example, 

The Bowler Health Club is planning to install an Olympic-sized pool in its facilities next year. This will create a great amount of interest in the community, and the Club will be able to double its membership next year. 

What to do: The Argument is "If A, then B". So, imagine "If A, then C (and D, E, F, etc.). Imagine other effects emerging from this cause. In this case, imagine the pool going way over cost and bankrupting the Club. Imagine another club or the community centre installing a pool, and taking away business from the Club. Etc. 

10. Causal Argument Fallacy 2 (If B, it must have been A) 
This is the flip-side of the previous type of Argument fallacy. In this case, we have an effect, and we are establishing a cause for it. 

For example, 

The Bowler Health Club doubled its membership this year. This is due to the installation of an Olympic-sized pool in its facilities last year, which created a great amount of interest in the community. 
What to do: The Argument is "If B, then it must have been A". Imagine other possible causes for B. In this case, perhaps the Club reduced the cost of its membership last year. Perhaps other health clubs in town went out of business. The more examples, such as these, that you can come up with, the weaker the Author's argument that B was definitely caused by A. 

11. False Analogy (If it worked for A, it will work for B) 
For this type of problem, are false comparison is made. 

For example, 

The ACME shoe company increased its profits by 300% over a five-year period by closing its main downtown outlet, and opening smaller branches in the suburbs. The Bowler Health Club would be more profitable if it did the same. 
What to do: The Argument is "If it worked for A, it will work for B". But the obvious criticism is that a shoe company is not the same as a health club. Come up with reasons why this plan won't work for the health club. Perhaps one large facility is more cost effective than several smaller facilities. Perhaps the health club clientele is entirely based downtown. Use your imagination. 

12. Appeal to Authority (If Joel said it would work, it will work) 
In this type of Argument, an authority or expert is cited or quoted in order to bolster the argument. 

For example, 

The Bowler Health Club is planning to install an Olympic-sized pool in its facilities next year. Joel says that this will create a great amount of interest in the community, and the Club will be able to double its membership next year. The Bowler Health Club should build the pool. 
What to do: The Argument is "If Joel said it would work, it will work". So who is Joel? Maybe someone else would advise something completely different. You must point this out in your essay. 

13. Appeal to the Past (It worked back in the 40s – it should work today) 
For example, 

The Bowler Health Club is planning to install a juke-box in its lounge next year. This will create a great amount of interest in the community, as it did for the Club back in the 1950s, and the Club will be able to double its membership next year. 
What to do: The logic of the author's argument is "It worked back in the 50s – it should work today". A juke-box? In today's world?! Get real, Daddy-o! Just because it worked in the past, doesn't mean it will work again. Times, and people, change. Point this out in your critique. 

It is important to have some sort of organization or structure for the essay at least in mind, even if you do not write it down. The most basic and common structure for an essay like this is the following: 

Introduction – establish the issue or the parameters of the author's argument, state the position you will take in the essay (1 paragraph) 

Body – make your arguments and defend/support them here (1-3 paragraphs) 

Conclusion – make a summary of your position (1 paragraph) 

The area that people usually do a terrible job on is the Conclusion, often because they run out of time. Remember to budget enough time for yourself to do a good job of the Conclusion. 

Essay Models

Here are some models for the structure of the essay. Practice a couple of them, and use whichever one best suits both your style of writing and your method of making a point.

Model 1 

1st paragraph: state the author's argument before announcing whether you agree or disagree with it 

2nd paragraph: support your critique 

3rd paragraph: further support 

4th paragraph: further support 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Model 2 

1st paragraph: establish the argument of the author 

2nd paragraph: state your position on the author's argument 

3rd paragraph: support your critique 

4th paragraph: conclusion 

Now that we have seen several models for the essay, let's choose one and approach the essay example given above. 

The Analysis of an Argujment example given was: 

The Awesome Energy Riders have become an extremely popular toy line for the ACME Co. Management at Hollywood Pictures thinks that this success will translate to the silver screen, and have bought the rights of the Awesome Energy Riders to make four pictures. 

Discuss how well reasoned you find the plan of Hollywood Pictures. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 

And our notes from the brainstorming session: 

· Riders will not be successful in movie format 

· Riders movie will be poorly made 

· Riders movie would be too violent 

· first movie is good, but successors flop 

· parents won't take kids to movie 

· fall out of fashion quickly 

Let's now choose one of the model essay structures shown on the last page: 

Model 1 

1st paragraph: state the author's argument before announcing whether you agree or disagree with it 

2nd paragraph: support your critique 

3rd paragraph: further support 

4th paragraph: further support 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Now let's fit our brainstorming with this essay model: 

1st paragraph: Introduction 

· Riders will not be successful in movie format 

· Riders movie would be too violent 

· but not totally convincing 

2nd paragraph 

· what if success doesn't translate to silver screen? i.e., too violent, too scary for children. 

· what if director/producer is bad 

3rd paragraph 

· parents won't take kids to movie 

4th paragraph 

· first movie is good, but successors flop 

· fall out of fashion quickly 

5th paragraph: conclusion 

Now you don't have to re-write everything again when you fit your notes with an essay model. Just put numbers corresponding to a paragraph beside each point in your brainstorming notes, so that you know which paragraph you will put each idea. 

Before we turn this into an essay we will look at some useful vocabulary.

Just as a good cook knows how to uses spices to make an otherwise dreary meal interesting, a good writer knows how to pepper her writing with words and expressions that make it more interesting, eye-catching and effective. 

At the very least, we can try to eliminate or use some words a lot more sparingly. For example, the word "nice" was infamous for being overused in the 1980s – very few writers use it more than occasionally, and you should do the same. Try to find a synonym for words like "nice", for instance pleasant, easy-going, amiable, likable, etc. Watch out for overused words such as "good", "bad", "big", and "little" as well. Note: these points are especially important for test-takers whose first language is not English. 

You should understand both the meaning of the following words, and the context in which they should be used. Try to use those you are less comfortable or familiar with when you are practicing your essay writing. 

Continue the Thought Words
Similarly
Moreover
Additionally
In the same way
Likewise

Conclusion Words
Thus
Therefore
Hence
So
In summary
In conclusion

Contradiction or Contrast Words
Neverthless
Nonetheless
However
But
Although
Though
Even though
Notwithstanding
Yet
But
Despite
In spite of
On the one hand…on the other hand
While
Unlike 

Now we will take a look at the final result.

Having planned out our essay here is the result. 

The Awesome Energy Riders have become an extremely popular toy line for the ACME Co. Management at Hollywood Pictures thinks that this success will translate to the silver screen, and have bought the rights of the Awesome Energy Riders to make four pictures. 

Discuss how well reasoned you find the plan of Hollywood Pictures. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 

The people at Hollywood Pictures obviously think they have found a winner in the Amazing Energy Riders. Why else would they buy the rights to four movies featuring the popular toy characters? The author's argument seems flawless: the popularity of the Riders with children led to huge toy sales, and thus a movie starring the fantastic heroes will be equally popular with kids at the box office. 

But before Hollywood Pictures counts its money too early, it would be worthwhile to evaluate whether this plan is a sure thing or not. Unfortunately, it is not the sure money-maker Hollywood is hoping for. First, there is the possibility that the popularity of the Riders as toys will not translate to the big screen. Many toys deal with violence – look at the GI Joe line of action figures. Perhaps the Riders, if put in a film, would be too violent for most children, and therefore many parents would be too reluctant to take them to the picture. Moreover, if the direction, scriptwriting, or production of the movie is poor, then even the immense popularity of the Riders will not save an atrocious movie. 

This leads to us to a second point. The Riders is aimed at children, but it will be ultimately the parents who will decide that they can go to the film. If parents feel that the movie is not very good for or actually harmful to their children, then even though they may buy the toys for their children, they will not buy a ticket to the movie. 

Third, even though the first movie might be a success at the box office, that does not mean that the other three will be profitable. If the quality of the first movie is not very watchable, that will jeapordize the chances that successor films will be profitable. Additionally, many toys have a very short shelf-life. It is quite possible that what is popular today will be out of fashion tomorrow. Therefore, if say the popularity of the Riders diminishes after the making of the first movie, there seems little reason to make any successors. 

For these reasons, management at Hollywood Pictures ought to take a long, hard look at the movie deal they have just entered into with the ACME Co. There are many potential pitfalls to their plan. It seems the old adage is true: there is such no thing as a sure thing. 

You have shared your wisdom with the world through your essay and are just about ready to relax and let the clock run down for those last 3 minutes. Stop! Do not let yourself take a break just yet. Take 2 to 3 minutes to review your essay, checking for: 

14. Spelling Errors – though if you do not know how to spell a word then a review will not help much, you can at least catch typing errors.


15. Grammatical Errors – sometimes difficult to catch in your own work, but still worth looking out for.


16. Flow of the Essay – does the essay move well from one transition/idea to another? From one paragraph to another? Look in particular at the beginning and end of paragraphs for smooth transitions.


17. Ideas - does this make sense? Do you still agree with what you just wrote?


18. Check Over the Introduction and Conclusion – these are the most important parts of the essay, since the reader will pay more attention to these sections than the Body of the essay. So make sure it is good.


Summary of advice for the Analysis of an Issue essay 

· Read the question carefully and make sure you understand exactly what you need to write about. 

· Brainstorm for a couple of minutes before writing. 

· Give your essay some structure through the use of one of the essay models presented above, or through your own approach to essay writing. 

· Edit in the last few minutes you are given for the essay 

· Watch your time. 

· Write about what you know. 

ETS publishes a full list of all the essay titles that can be asked in the real GMAT exam which we are sadly not permitted to reproduce here. However you can get hold of this full list for yourselves by buying ETS's 'The Official Guide for Gmat Review (9th Ed)' which has a complete list of the titles in its final pages. 

You can find also find sample AWA questions at the official ETS GMAT site. 

· Sample AWA Questions 

Examples

And here are some titles that we have made up that would be good to practice on. 

19. The following appeared in the editorial section of a local newspaper: 

"Use of the new public subway system is lower than originally estimated by city planners. In order to increase the number of subway riders, the city council ought to vote to increase the price of parking in the city and to reduce the price of subway fare." 

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 



20. The following appeared as part of an article in a magazine on lifestyles: 

"For the second year in a row, Bay City has come 20th in a national survey of cities that ranks them according to the quality of life available to their inhabitants. This survey indicates that Bay City is a dreadful place to live in terms of health, education, and personal safety." 

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 



21. "The ABC Co was once very profitable back in the 1960s, when it enjoyed various branch offices throughout the city. But sales have lagged since the 1970s, when ABC Co centralized its operation to one office downtown. ABC Co should return to having several offices if it wants to be profitable again". 

Discuss how well reasoned you find this argument. In your discussion be sure to analyze the line of reasoning and the use of evidence in the argument. For example, you may need to consider what questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and what alternative explanations or counterexamples might weaken the conclusion. You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what changes in the argument would make it more logically sound, and what, if anything, would help you better evaluate its conclusions. 



We intend to set up a system by which you can write essays and then swap them with other Test Tutor students for marking in the near future but until then we would advise you to use these examples to practice on. It would be useful for you to show your completed essays to other people so as to receive feedback on them. We will not mark any essays sent to us. 

