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Mr. Rupesh Bisht (Associate Director — Admissions & Financial Aid)
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Web Resources:
e ISB Website: http://www.isb.edu/
e ISB Class of 2016 Discussion: http://gmatclub.com/forum/calling-all-isb-applicants-2015-intake-class-of-
170219.html
e Schedule of all Admissions Team Chats: http://gmatclub.com/forum/announcement-live-g-a-sessions-
with-school-adcoms-174827.html|

20:30 | |+++ Ankur-ISBModerator set to mode +iwx
| |We|come to ISB chat session!! Event will start at 8 AM Pacific Time (8.30 PM Indian Time))
| |Topic set by Narenn on Mon Sep 01 2014 17:56:35 GMT+0530 (India Standard Time)
20:30 | Ankur-ISBModerator | Hi all
20:30 | prateekagarwal|yeah..let’s start .
20:30 | Ankur-ISBModerator| Few things to note ...

Moderator Note :- Please do not ask for the profile review questions. It is impossible to evaluate
your profile and provide feedback in the LIVE session. You can mail you profile to
intladmissions@isb.edu and ISB will reply to your mails.

20:30 | Ankur-ISBModerator| Moderator Note :- Please wait for some time, let Mr. Bisht finish the pending questions first.

20:30 | Ankur-ISBModerator

20:30 | sh3|Hi
Social Sector Prospects at ISB:: Scope and chances of Placements in social sector?? | am an
20:30 sh3|engineer working in social sector since last 3 years. before that worked for an IT company for over
2 years. Plz tell me that how ISB can help me in contributing more towards society?
20:32 | sh3|how my education at ISB can help me in that??
. - for entrepreneurs we have an incubator setup called design labs, for those who wan to rise the
20:32 ISBAdmissions . . PR
corporate ladder can participate in startup first initiative
2032 | pulkitkeshar| heljo &)
20:32 | Ankur-ISBModerator | Mr. Rupesh, can you first please give your brief intro to our new audience?
20:32 | ISBAdmissions | Sure
20:33 ATl gig you throw some light on entrepreneurship skills and how many percentage of students become
20:33 ISBAdmissions | handle international marketing for PGP and the YLP programme at ISB, am also an alum from

class of 2009
20:34 | Ankur-lSBModerator|Thanks a lot for the introduction sir ... @all you may ask questions one by one now ...

can you throw some light on entrepreneurship skills and how many percentage of students become
one

20:35 | sahil7389| Hello sir,

right after graduating from ISB only few guys jump into entrepreneurship but lots more jump in after
jobs. Currently we have 350+ entrepreneurs as our alumni out of a total of 6000 spread in 33 countr
what is the best time to apply for ISB ? does applying in sept have any advantage over november
application ?

In terms of learning... Is 1 year program enough in comparison to 2 year program that other top

20:34 arjunagarwal88

20:35 ISBAdmissions

20:35 prateekagarwal

20:35 i schools provide?

20:35 | arjunagarwa|88|thanks prateekagarwal... i got that question too..

20:36 | ISBAdmissions| entrepreneurship is available as a specialization at ISB as well
Thank you for taking your time today to be here with us...can you provide details on young

20:36 Charismasin | leadership programs offered at ISB... i have hearc of aditya birla group recruiting people for
leadership development. is there any other companies who do so...

20:36 Charismasin| and what is expected from a potential student..

20:36 | ISBAdmissions | no advantage or disadvantage in applying in any round

20:37 | pulkitkeshar |what is the importance of duration of experience in the selection procedure??
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'on what basis is a student allotted to Mohali or Hyd campus ?

Can the recommendations be from supervisors who supervised me say 2 years
back? | would not like my current supervisor to know that | am applying.

the isb 1 yr programme is a condensed form of a standard 2 yr programme. the
actual classroom contact hours at isb are 680 vs 720 in a 2 yr programme. there is a
trade off of 40 hours which is fair given u save a year.

Guys, you are speaking all at once o)

@viveksingh44: You can choose your previous supervisors also as the
recommenders. They can be anyone who can state your qualities at work

What are the different job roles offered after an ISB MBA which | can relate to my
engineering as well as MBA learning.?Means where both of the experience are
required to do work?

Thanks Narenn
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how you weigh year of experience and gmat score in admission process?
|what points exactly a recommendation should contain ( besides quality of work) .?
|That is great.. thanks.. That means that year will be super busy for an Isbian!!

there are a lot of leadership prog available at isb beyond aditya birla. eg. siemens,
bharti, ge, novarits etc.

|more than the years of experience, quality matters for selection at isb

in first round and second is there a diffrence between gmat rates .. like gmat in first
round can be a bit low and in second round higher gmat is needed?

'how far does the 10th and 12th marks affect the selection chances ?2?

students can indicate preference of campus but an algorithm allocates campus. we
try to honour ur pref, but campus cant be guaranteed

What challenges an applicant already having a PG degree(second MBA) will face
for ISB admission?

@arjunagarwal88: ISB looks at your profile holistically in both the rounds, so the
GMAT score comparision cannot be done

|does isb prefer entrepreneurs over corporate sheeps?
'hello
|thank you very much..

sahil- any management role in an engineering/ manufacturing/supply chain /oil and
gas co etc will fit the bill

@ankur ... thanks. but historically and statiscally speaking.. there were roumours
and even from students there.. so need to have a light over it

@ankur ... thanks. but historically and statiscally speaking.. there were roumours
and even from students there.. so need to have a light over it

|can the recommendation be from someone who has left the firm recently

|Can my client manager recommend me?

ankit - gmat score has some weightage as part of academic evaluation in selection.
Same goes for quantity and quality of work experience

Thanks Ankur. Also, does taking GMAT n number of times affect admission
chances? Does it reflect negatively if the scores are almost the same in those
attempts?

We don’t have a cutoff for gmat or experience to apply to isb. though 2 years are
must to start a class at ISB

i have an experience of 14 months in a corporate company, post which i joined my
family business ..will my experience as an entrepreneur count ?

@viveksingh44 According to ISB ADCOM, ISB considers the highest GMAT score
and they encourage you to go ahead and improve the score.

|prateek are you in musigma?
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|Recommendation at isb is a set of standard questions sent by us to your evaluator
@rahuldengra: If you ave worked closely with the person and he/she knows you
well, you can take the recommendations from tehm

@ISBAdmissions - Sir..It is always mentioned that GMAT is not a key criteria for
selection..However, | requested for a feedback..and it was mentioned that my GMAT
is low (680)...why is that

|@swaydzlycan - No

@TD- the year has been designed hectic on purpose, recruiters love guys who can
thrive under pressure

Thanx sir, For those(sahil- any management role in an engineering/
manufacturing/supply chain /oil and gas co etc will fit the bill) management roles are
there any specific courses offered in ISB? eg lets take Oil and Gas industry
@ISBAdmissions: Thanks. Yes that is. | believe it also tests a person’s potential to
work under great pressure.

@all | think we have a big backlog here, let Mr. Rupesh finish the preivous
questions.

|Can we hold on for 2 minutes please and let him answer the previous questions.

sir i started my tech company a year ago and i am just breaking even, does isb
value entrepreneurial pursuits as much as it values work experience in a corporate?
Hi guys...i am planning to do my mba in states...but which test is most preferred ?Gre or Gmat?
| will get my b.com degree in 20157

arjun - absolutely not. we ensure that it is not so by making few offers in R1 and
having a healthy waitlist from R1 which is then merged wiht R2 applications and this
way we have a large pool to pick out the best from

20:49 | Ankur-ISBModerator|@mib_y2zfg2: depends on the school you chose. Most prefer GMAT
20:50 | Ankur-ISBModerator|@mib_y2zfg2: this is not at all the right place to ask this question

20:50 |
20:51 |

20:51

mib_y2zfg2
Bhanu

Narenn

|But these days most bussiness schools accept gre..
|how d seats are allotted for p1 to p4?

@mib :- This session in dedicated for ISB applicants. We will answer your questions
after this event

20:51 | Ankur-ISBModerator | @mib_y2zfg2: you can post this question in the relevant threa at GMATClubn
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|I am sorry ..

[thanks

|Welcome

let me put d question different

gmat has weight; all we are saying is it is not the only thing. let me give u all some
stats on gmat. Range- 600 to 790. median - 710, but these are derived numbers and
not predefined

does ISB counts gmat scores for all candidates at same... irrespective he/she
engineer/ rocket scientist/ commerce guy/liberal arts?

I've GMAT score 3 years older. Is person with same and recent gmat score will be
given preference in selection process over me?

for us startups are as good as any corporate job. we are not biased or prejudiced
against any kind of work experience

|Hello....if i take test in and around jan will dat be considered for 2015 in take?

'how far does the 10th and 12th marks affect the selection chances ???

|Please let me know the period of R2 ?

|What matters more: GMAT score or having a lot of international experience??
|Does a post graduate diploma by any candidate effects any ones admission @ISB?
|ISB does not accept GRE yet

[thank you sir

matciub
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20:55 ‘ Ankur-ISBModerator @krishna021: No ... the last date for submission for ISB 2015 intake is 15th NOV

2014
2055 | krishna021| Tnks buddy....
20:55 | Ankur-ISBModerator | @waterflowsup: R2 deadline is on 30th NOV
20:56 | smw786| Is 680 a good score.. to apply ?
20:56 | Ankur-ISBModerator|@krishna ... its 30th nov not 15th nov .. sorry for that
20:56 | WaterFIowsUp|TY Ankur
20:56 | Bhanu | ankur but see d website it has nov 30
20:56 | Ankur-ISBModerator |ya ... sorry for that ... it s a typo ...
20:56 | swaydzlycan|is it possible to get in with 1 and a half years of starting up workex?
20:56 | shalmali20| What is the lost GMAT score that ISB accepts?
20:56 | krishna021 |I believe if dats crossed den i may need to apply for 20167
20:57 | krishna021 |isnt it?

gmat score is a score and means the same for everyone. Though various education

20:57 ISBAdmissions | streams and category of college plays a role in evaluating other academic
credentials

20:57 | Ankur-ISBModerator|@swaydzlycan: Minimum work ex required for ISB is 2 years.

20:57 | TD|@swaydzchan: min. 2 years. as said earlier.

20:57 | Rkwal || come from family business...What is a major difference in FMB or PGPM ?

20:57 WaterFlowsUp zggve?:tz?yzcore in IR/ AWA matter ? are those weighed along with GMAT score or

@shalmali20 pelase scroll up .. sir has already mentioned the gmat range for
current year

one can apply to isb with <2 years exp under early entry option, but a deferred

20:57 ‘ Ankur-ISBModerator

20:58 SBAdmissions admission will be granted

20:58 | smw786 | @ISBModerator... i joined in late so cannot see the earlier chat

20:58 | smw786 | can you please mention again the range

20:58 | SwaYdZ'yca”|thats what i wanted to know thanks "/

20:58 ‘ shalmali20 @ankur -isbmoderator | just joined the chat, can you please tell me know the current
range, that shall be helpful?

20:58 | Bhanu|Rupesh, i hav ug in pharma fulltime

20:59 | ISBAdmissions | IR is not being evaluated this year but awa has some weightage

20:59 | Bhanu|my masters is not fulltime

20:59 | Ankur-ISBModerator| Range- 600 to 790. median - 710

20:59 | ishan750| hi

20:59 | shalmali20|what is given more weightage at ISB, is it work experience or scores?

21:00 | ishan750 | or the gpa?

21:00 | ISBAdmissions|any undergraduate degree is good to apply

21:00 | Bhanu|did isb considers non fulltime courses??

21:00 | ISBAdmissions | masters is not mandatory

2100 TR Is there any sgats split_ bgtwe_en R1 and R2, in other words, whether one has better
chance of getting admission in R1?

21:01 ishan750 what if e_verything is upto mark..essay recommendations..gmat..work ex..but not
academics

21:01 Bhanu|ok S0 u are saying tat i don hav to pull my masters in d appIn?

21:01 1SBAdmissions | " weigh_t- academics, leadership potential and personal attributes all carry roughly
same weight

21:01 ankit I'\_/e GMAT score 3 years (_)Ider. Is person with same and recent gmat score will be
given preference in selection process over me?
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Idoes it matter how many times you give your gmat
|My lot of management related activities add up to my chances of selection ???

we don’'t have a predefined split bet r1 and r2. we make few offers in r1 but maintain
a healthy waitlist

@ISB how should one prepare for the interview ? i mean is there anything in specific
that one should know or speak?

|@ishan750 .. | already answered that ... No

700 or 710 non engineer.. and 750 or 760 engineer... but same to same profile...
then could you tell how it will be viewed and how is at upper hand?

700 or 710 non engineer.. and 750 or 760 engineer... but same to same profile...
then could you tell how it will be viewed and how is at upper hand?

ishan- the eval is holistic - there is nothing which will just get u in, neither absence of
something will get u straight rejection

Rupesh i hav a very imp question.. fr eg, people say ug frm iit s d dream profile fr
isb.. so say u get maj applns frm them.. wat abt others Ps? i mean p1, p4 etc...?

@pulkiteshwar: your selection is done on the basis of your whole profile, not just
one or two traits.

for interviews be thorough with the application, prepare for possible questions, we
will evaluate u on your strengths and not weaknesses

|thanks @ bhanu ... very very imp for me either

|Should people with family business background apply for the PGPM program?
|Can | infer that the waitlist of R1and R2 are combined in final selection in R2.

| @Ankur thanks

hi... | have 5 years experience in |.T... been on maternity break for almost 1.5
years... will that reflect badly on my application

Moderator Note :- Please wait for some time, let Mr. Bisht finish the pending
questions first.

bhanu - we have 70% engg & 30% non engg. Engineers come from all kinds of
colleges, not just IIT or NITs

|sure Rupesh tat was helpful

21:08 | Ankur-ISBModerator| @pran21: yes you can
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|family biz folks can consider both PGP and MFAB, visit website for details

@ ISB is acceptance rate of engineers are higher as compared to non engineers..
its obvious max engineers apply .. so i am asking about ACCEPTANCE RATE

|how does isb view multiple gmat scores?

some waitlists from r1 will be given calls alongwiht r2 fresh apps, other waitlists may
be merged with r2 waitlists

How much weightage is given to your undergraduate GPA while evaluating the
profile? And is there something that offsets a low GPA in the eyes of the AdCom?

@arjunagarwal88: the iSB class is a representation of the pool of the applicants. the
class is more or less formed in the same ratio as the applicants.

|@gmat: The highest gmat score is consiered.
|Isb welcomes diversity!

Acceptance rates typically remain same for all groups; That's why we have 70%
engineers in the class. Typically class at isb mirrors the applicant pool.

If the GMAT score is older than 2 years, will it have any impact on the selection
process ?

|Iow gpa during college or school can be offset by high gmat and vice versa
|Is there any weight pattern for academics, exp profile and GMAT score?

112 | Ankur-ISBModerator| @ashishmehta89: No

|gmat is valid for 5 yrs, recency is not an advantage
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21:13 | sklwat r the prospects of getting placement outside the country after mba from isb?
| have a question about the essays. | have chosen to write about the team question

21:13 gmatbugsme84 |in essay 3. However, | have some extracurricular interests which are pertinent to the
ISB. Is it OK if | write about them in essay 4?7

21:13 | ISBAdmissions | gmat is part of acads

21:13 | Bhanu|but rupesh ir s recently added to gmat

21:14 | ISBAdmissions | sk - 10% offers made last year

21:14 | fg|What are the backdoor entry options for ISB?

21:14 | Ankur-ISBModerator| @fg: what do you mean by that?

21:15 | Bhanu | how d financial decisions are made rupesh?

21:15 ‘ Fren 8 hi... | ha_ve 5 years experience in I.T... .bee_n on maternity break for almost 1.5
years... will that reflect badly on my application

2116 ‘ ihavethepotential Do year gaps between graduation and schooling make any harm in the selection
process at ISB?

21:16 | Bhanu|does d financial aid differs fr offers?

21:16 | Ankur-ISBModerator|@ihavethepotential: If you can justify the gaps, then No

21:16 | ISBAdmissions | maternity break is a legitimate reason. we encourage women to apply

21:16 | fg| Management quota in 1ISB?

21:16 | ihavethepotential| Thanks.

21:16 | Aksh23| what's the criteria for scholarships?

21:17 | targetlSB| How are the

21:17 | ISBAdmissions| No quotas at isb whatsoever

21:17 | janani28 | thank you...

21:17 | janani28|in that case reference letters from last projects would do ..right ?

21:17 | Ankur-ISBModerator | @aksh23 : scholarships are merit and means based

. - < . .
2118 | Ankur-ISBModerator for means: family income<10 lacs and you need to write an essay, merit based are

automatic
2118 ISBAdmissions for scholarships - merit is automatic, Rs 5 or 10 lac if you qualify as judged by
adcom
| have a question about the essays. | have chosen to write about the team question
21:18 gmatbugsme84 |in essay 3. However, | have some extracurricular interests which are pertinent to the
ISB. Is it OK if | write about them in essay 4?7
21:19 | ISBAdmissions | we also have 10 full tution fee waivers this year at ISB
110 N "No quotas at isb whatsoever" - Perhaps that's the reason why ISB moved to Hyderabad from
o arenn 1
Mumbai “=

21:49 | Ankur-ISBModerator| @Narenn ‘&
how good are the placements in the media and entertainment sector? As per the

2119 target|SB placement report, there are no major players from media & entertainment
21:19 | Bhanu|wow tats really great Rupesh
21:19 | Aksh23| thanks

| have 22 years experience that includes senior level work experience(GM and
CTO) for 5 years. My academic qualification include BE and ME. Kindly advise what
would be minimum GMAT score for selection assuming other selection criteria are
fulfilled?

I am the backbone of my family. While doing my post grad at ISB is it possible to
have any income to support my family?

recruiters at isb are driven by demand, we have a full fledged team which manages

21:20 arunspanda

21:21 ihavethepotential

2121 SBAdmissions corporate relations and gets the kind of companies students are interested in
21:22 | Bhanu|good tats y people are interested in ISB
21:22 | ISBAdmissions|the isb pgp is a full time residential programme, working at the same time will be

-6-
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|extremely difficult
Is there any on campus/ off-campus job opportunities / intern-ships during the MBA
journey?
targetISB| Does the target industry play a major role in getting the admit?
ISBAdmissions |job opportunities are available for spouses, not students

| have a question about the essays. | have chosen to write about the team question
gmatbugsme84 | in essay 3. However, | have some extracurricular interests which are pertinent to the
ISB. Is it OK if | write about them in essay 4?7

ISBAdmissions |target company does not play any role in adcom decision
ISBAdmissions| is essay 4 the optional essay?
gmatbugsme84|Yes. essay 4 is the optional essay

@ISB what are the chances of a career transformation? Say i am in IT for 5 years
and i want to shift to AD making( entertainment and Media)

u are free to talk about anything u feel will add value to the app but don't be
repetitive

gmatbugsmes4 | @I SBAdmissions. Ok and Thanks.

Plenty of examples of career transitions at ISB. roughly 75% shift industry or
function or both

how important is AWA score ? does a good gmat and low awa affects your
application
ISBAdmissions| AWA has small weight; Don’t worry about it too much
rahuldengra | thanks i got 3.5 and was considering giving gmat again
ISBAdmissions| rahul just for improving awa ? it does not seem logical

| have a background in Healthcare industry. Can | know the Gmat avg from this
backgrd?

How important is academic performance at ISB? | ask in the context of job
opportunities.

@ISB is a career transformation based on any professional guidance or is it purely
on the placement?

sk| how much does a good gmat score compensate for a poor gpa?

TD

WaterFlowsUp

ISBAdmissions

ISBAdmissions

rahuldengra

smit29may

mib_it78hw

WaterFlowsUp

rahuldengra |thanks for clarifying "%
ISBAdmissions| data not available smit
smit29may|ThnkS
ISBAdmissions| mib - very imp for some roles or companies, not so much for others
smit29may |is 640 worth giving a shot? Gpa 3.4
mib_tbd6o8 | Sir...is it worth applying 680 ?
gmatbugsme84|@smit29may. Not the right place for profile evaluations

smit29may | okie "/

21:29 | Ankur-ISBModerator| @smit: last year, the lowest gmat was 600

21:30 |

21:30

21:30
21:30 |

21:30

21:30 |
21:31 |

ISBAdmissions|We have students with a 640 in class, but a higher gmat score helps

Thanks, | presume you mean consulting roles like good GPAs and other not so
much.

One last ques. Does the GMAT help in getting into consulting roles at ISB/any other
top tier?
gmatbugsme84 | @smit - Yes

Guys, we are running out of time. We will continue for next few minutes only. please
fire away whatever remaining questions you have

|SBAdmissions|consuIts look at ISB gpa and not at gmat so much

mib_it78hw

smit29may

Narenn

. [alal
smit29may | awesome! u made my day ‘.
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Mr. Bisht can you please answer this question "what are the chances of a career

21:31 | Ankur-ISBModerator |transformation? Say i am in IT for 5 years and i want to intend to shift to AD making(
entertainment and Media"
) avg WEXx at ISB is 5, wat does 1 need to show to differentiate himself if his WEX is
21:32 K 2+ at the time of applying?
. thanks to d gmat club fr arranging such an useful chat with my dream B school! all
21:32 Bhanu the best everyone.. Compete fair...
21:33 Ve e How much percentage in 10th a!nd 12th matters for ISB admission process and
placements? How will you consider 75% in 10th and 12th?
possible at ISB, we have had examples of great switches and transformations. But the student
21:33 ISBAdmissions | has to work towards making that possible by using the ISB ecosystem well. it certainly does not
happen automatically
21:33 | ISBAdmissions | we dont look at class X scores
21:34 | Ankur-ISBModerator|@ihavethepotential: all the acads along with the gmat are weighed in one bucket
21:34 | ISBAdmissions| Thanks guys, wish you all the best
. sir , are the FMB and PGP students taught differently or do they have the same course structure
21:34 prateekagarwal .
except for a few subjects?
21:34 | gmatbugsme84|Thanks a lot
21:34 | smit29may |thanks u soo much.
Moderator Note :- ISB Admissions team will remain available to answer your questions on
21:34 | Ankur-ISBModerator | GMATClub. Please post your questions to ISB admissions in this thread.
http://gmatclub.com/forum/ask-isb-admissions-172589.html
21:34 | pulkitkeshar|thanks sir for your valuable information
21:34 | ankit| thanks
Moderator Note :- Thank you everyone for participating in the chat. | would also like to thank Mr.
21:34 | Ankur-ISBModerator| Rupesh Bisht — ISB Representative — on behalf of GMATClub community for sparing time with us.
Hope you had a wonderful session, Sir.
21:35 | Bhanu| thanks Rupesh
21:35 | Ankur-ISBModerator|Thanks a lot sir for your time ...
21:35 | arjunagarwal88|thanks alot to all
21:35 | sahil7389| Thanx Sir!
21:35 | ihavethepotential| Thanks a lot @ISB and everyone.
21:35 | all| Why are you thanking me?
21:35 | gmatbugsme84|LoI
21:36 | Ankur-ISBModerator lol ...
21:36 | ihavethepotential | "7
21:36 | mib_tbd6o8 | @all lolzzz




