Active verbs with a passive meaning: 
Example: 
Normal form: A large painting by Jasper Johns was sold for US$ 2 mil. 
--> We can also say: A large paitning by Jasper Johns sold for US$ 2 mil. 

Verbs of this kind: clean, sell, show, wash, let and etc.. 

What we can use before "more"? 

+ For uncountable nouns: some more, any more, hardly any more, a little more, a lot more, much more, no more + Noun 
+ For countable nouns: some more, any more, a few more, hardly any more, a lot more, many more, no more + Noun. 

Word order: subject+ verb+ object+ complement: " call him a fool" 

Verbs of this kind: appoint, baptize, call, consider, crown, declare, elect, label, make, name and vote. 

For example: They labelled him a charlatan. 
NOTE: never use "as" after the object.
Here is one more. Absolute constructions --> Don't confuse them with Dangling modifiers 

Absolute constructions consist of a noun and some kind of modifier, the most common being a participle. Because they often come at the beginning of a sentence, they are easily confused with dangling participles. But an absolute construction modifies the rest of the sentence, not the subject of the sentence (as a participial phrase does). You can use absolute constructions to compress two sentences into one and to vary sentence structure as a means of holding a reader’s interest. Here are some examples: 

No other business arising, the meeting was adjourned. 
The paint now dry, we brought the furniture out on the deck. 
The truck finally loaded, they said goodbye to their neighbors and drove off. 
The horse loped across the yard, her foal trailing behind her. 

Constructions like these are used more often in writing than in speaking, where it is more common to use a full clause: When the paint was dry, we brought the furniture out on the deck. There are, however, many fixed absolute constructions that occur frequently in speech: 

The picnic is scheduled for Saturday, weather permitting. 
Barring bad weather, we plan to go to the beach tomorrow. 
All things considered, it’s not a bad idea.

Compare to VS compare with 

Compare usually takes the preposition to when it refers to the activity of describing the resemblances between unlike things: 

+Example: He compared her to a summer day. Scientists sometimes compare the human brain to a computer. 

It takes with when it refers to the act of examining two like things in order to discern their similarities or differences: 

+Example: The police compared the forged signature with the original.
Subjunctive Mood (GMAT favorite) 

Watch out for: 
suggest, demand, insist, require, mandate, advocate, propose, ask etc. 

How does this work? 
eg: 
Laxie requires club members to learn grammar. 
Laxie requires that club members learn grammar. 

Other famous subjunctive sentences are: 
If I were you, If she were here etc.

In GMAT most of the time (almost always) "being" choice is wrong if it comes in the following form 

"As measured by the Commerce Department, corporate profits peaked in the fourth quarter of 1988 and slipped since then, many companies being unable to pass on higher costs."
GMAT likes testing REDUNDANCY 

If you encounter any of the following, cross the answer choice right away 
the reason ... is because 
the reason why .. is because 
close proximity 
true fact 
circulate around

The subjunctive mood has two forms 

1) S + subjunctive verb( see the list provided by Vivek) + O + TO + bare-infinitive. 
EX: see the one provided by Vivek [image: image1.png]




2) S + subjunctive verb + that + S + bare-infinitive. 
Ex: also see the above. 

NOTE: if you see subjunctive mood, check whether the that-clause uses bare-infinitive or not.

As in :

Laxie requires club members to learn grammar. 
Laxie requires that club members learn grammar. 

Restrictive & non-restrictive clause 

"that" & "which" are GMAT favorites [image: image2.png]




"that" is a restrictive clause: 
provides essential information about the subject of a sentence. It refers to the immediate previous noun. 

eg: The big GMAT book that is kept on the table is good. 
NOTE: No comma is used! 
"that" here refers to "the particular (definite/fixed) book on the table" 

"which" is a non-restrctive clause: 
provides more descriptive information or in other words information that is not essential in the sentence. It refers to the immediate previous noun. 
"comma" is very important in non-restrictive clause usage. 

eg: The big GMAT book, which is kept on the table, is good. 
NOTE: comma is used! 
"which" here means, "by the way, the book on the table" [image: image3.png]




Please pay attention to the SCs using restrictive & non-restrictive clauses to know, how can the usage create problems.


Some Notes on Quantifiers: 

The following quantifiers will work with count nouns: 
many trees 
a few trees 
few trees 
several trees 
a couple of trees 
none of the trees 

The following quantifiers will work with non-count nouns: 
not much dancing 
a little dancing 
little dancing 
a bit of dancing 
a good deal of dancing 
a great deal of dancing 
no dancing 

The following quantifiers will work with both count and non-count nouns: 
all of the trees/dancing 
some trees/dancing 
most of the trees/dancing 
enough trees/dancing 
a lot of trees/dancing 
lots of trees/dancing 
plenty of trees/dancing 
a lack of trees/dancing

The theory .........: 

The theory of <name of the theory> 
The theory that <clause explaning the throry>
Parallelism

+Whenever you sense some sort of listing in the SC, it's involved parallelism. 
+ Whenever you notice structures which have the same function in a SC, check parallelism. 

Make sure: 
Noun <-------> noun/ pronoun/gerund 
Gerund <------> gerund 
infinitive <-----> infinitive

Possessive Noun And Pronoun Reference 

"The department of labor allows the investment officers' fees to be based on the performance of the funds they manage" 

In the sentence above, "they" can't refer to "officers". "officers" is used as a possessive noun to modify "fees". 
Whereas, in the sentence below, "they" refers to "officers" 

"The department of labor allows the fees of investment officers to be based on the performance of the funds they manage"

Verb + object + "to be" : "they're presumed to be" 

We can use this structure for verbs such as acknowledge, assume, believe, calculate, consider, declare, discover, find, imagine, judge, know, prove, see, show , suppose, take, think and understand. " to be" can be omitted. 

Ex: They have found Samantha (to be) really dependable.

Infinitive or Gerund
Some verbs can be followed by an infinitive, a gerund or both.  If both are possible, then there is usually a difference in meaning.  Here is a list of some of these verbs:

	+ inf
	+ inf with to
	+ gerund
	+ inf or gerund
	+ inf with to or gerund
	+ object + inf with to or gerund
	+ object + to
	+ that + clause

	help
	agree
	appreciate
	hear
	attempt
	admit
	advise
	admit

	make
	appear
	avoid
	see
	begin
	allow
	assist
	advise

	let
	arrange
	burst out
	watch
	can't bear
	consider
	beg
	agree

	 
	ask
	can't stand
	 
	continue
	forbid
	bribe
	appear

	 
	attempt
	contemplate
	 
	forget
	imagine
	command
	appreciate

	 
	choose
	delay
	 
	go on
	permit
	dare
	arrange

	 
	dare
	deny
	 
	hate
	require
	employ
	decide

	 
	decide
	detest
	 
	intend
	 
	enable
	demand

	 
	demand
	dislike
	 
	love
	 
	encourage
	deny

	 
	deserve
	endure
	 
	mean
	 
	instruct
	expect

	 
	expect
	enjoy
	 
	plan
	 
	invite
	fancy

	 
	fail
	escape
	 
	prefer
	 
	lead
	forget

	 
	grow
	excuse
	 
	propose
	 
	order
	happen

	 
	happen
	face
	 
	regret
	 
	persuade
	hope

	 
	hasten
	fancy
	 
	remember
	 
	select
	intend

	 
	help
	feel like
	 
	start
	 
	send
	learn

	 
	hope
	finish
	 
	stop
	 
	teach
	mean

	 
	hurry
	give up
	 
	try
	 
	tell
	mention

	 
	learn
	involve
	 
	 
	 
	train
	order

	 
	long
	it's no good/use
	 
	 
	 
	urge
	persuade

	 
	make (passive)
	keep on
	 
	 
	 
	warn
	plan

	 
	manag e
	leave off
	 
	 
	 
	 
	pledge

	 
	neglect
	mention
	 
	 
	 
	 
	pretend

	 
	offer
	mind
	 
	 
	 
	 
	promise

	 
	pay
	miss
	 
	 
	 
	 
	propose

	 
	plan
	postpone
	 
	 
	 
	 
	regret

	 
	pledge
	practise
	 
	 
	 
	 
	remember

	 
	pretend
	put off
	 
	 
	 
	 
	resent

	 
	promise
	resent
	 
	 
	 
	 
	resolve

	 
	refuse
	risk
	 
	 
	 
	 
	seem

	 
	resolve
	spend/waste time
	 
	 
	 
	 
	suggest

	 
	seek
	suggest
	 
	 
	 
	 
	swear

	 
	seem
	want (coll.)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	teach

	 
	struggle
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	tell

	 
	swear
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	threaten

	 
	threaten
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	vow

	 
	vow
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	warn

	 
	want
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	wish

	 
	wish
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Because Vs Due to 

Because: Used to give the reason 
Due to: Used in situations where it means "attributable to" 

Possible structures: ‘Due to + Noun Phrase’ and ‘Due to the fact that + Main Clause’, and ‘Because + Main Clause’ and ‘Because of + Noun Phrase’.

"not" usage 

1) All my friends do not study business --> None of my friends studies business 
2) Not all my friends study business --> Few of my friends do not study business

“as well as” and “despite the fact that”

1)"as well as" can be used as a conjunction or a preposition. When used as a preposition, it is indeed a parenthetical element and the following verb should be singular. 
eg Mike, as well as Ron, is the best person for the challenge. 

2)"despite the fact that" is redundant and hence wordy. 
"despite" is usually followed by a gerund phrase (-ing). 
eg Despite being so tall, Sue wears small size shoes.
Advanced usage of .....neither .....nor : The structure can be used to combine two clauses. 

Ex: There has neither been a new contract nor have teachers seen any improvements in working conditions.

The recent teacher shortage in Monmouth Public Schools is because there has not been a new contract nor have they seen any improvements in working conditions. 

(A) is because there has not been a new contract nor have they seen any improvements in working conditions. 
(B) has been due to the lack of a new contract and because they have seen any improvements in working conditions. 
(C) is because there has neither been a new contract nor have teachers seen any improvements in working conditions. 
(D) is because there has neither been a new contract nor have there been any improvements in working conditions. 
(E) are because there has not been a new contract nor have teachers seen any improvements in working conditions.

Explanation: 

Rule and Fix: 
A Pronoun must clearly and correctly refer to only one thing. "They" is plural and the only plural noun before it is "schools" which cannot be what it should refer to. 

POE: 
A and B because of the pronoun. 

Chunk and Compare: 
Compare C and D to E. 
C and D both use the singular verb "is" where E uses "are". Since the subject that the verb refers to is "shortage" the verb should be singular. 

Eliminate E. 

Compare C to D. The difference is C specifically mentions the teachers while D does not. Since the GMAT values clarity so C is better than D

Listing: 

All items in the list must be parallel AND there must be an "and" before the last item. 

If the list contains no "and" , it's incomplete hence wrong. 
If the list contains more than one "and", it's a trapped list.
The school board decided to reduce the number of children attending the after-school program, to increase the amount of time allocated for each mathematics or science class, and they decided to make the money allocated to extra-curricular activities larger. 

(A) program, to increase the amount of time allocated for each mathematics or science class, and they decided to make the money allocated to extra-curricular activities larger 
(B) program, to make greater the amount of time allocated for each mathematics or science class, and they decided to make the money allocated to extra-curricular activities greater 
(C) program, to make greater the amount of time allocated for each mathematics or science class, and it decided to make the money allocated to extra-curricular activities greater 
(D) program and to increase the amount of time allocated for each mathematics or science class, and it decided to make the money allocated to extra-curricular activities greater 
(E) program, and to increase the amount of time allocated for each mathematics or science class, and to make the money allocated to extra-curricular activities larger

OE: 

Explanation:
Spot the Error: 
The error is indicated by the Listof things the school board decided to do 
Rule and Fix: 
A list must be of all nouns or all verbs and must be balanced. The current list (decided to reduce ... to increase...and they decided to) is not grammatically similary (parallel) and must be corrected. 

POE: 
A, B and C all have the list error. 

Chunk and Compare: 
Both D and E make the list two seperate list (decided to reduce and to increase... one list.. the other list "board decided to x and it decided to y). 

Compare D to E. 
D uses "make the money allocated greater" but E uses "make the money allocated larger" larger defines physical size where greater more clearly defines amounts or relative size.

Lexie’s Note

1) As strong as or stronger than = at least as strong as ( the latter is preferred

2) Redundant:  by the use of ( better say: by doing sth or by sth!

3) NEVER say: because of the result of ( redundant!

4) The result + be + that 

5) Decrease …to (a certain level) is idiomatic

6) Note that X is idiomatic!

7) Determined by is idiomatic!

8) Payment to be paid is redundant!

9) Three out of every four ( plural!

10)  The + name of species (for example: The monkey) ( singular form!

11)  Number is … greater than (NOT more than!)

12) Using “would” instead of “will” to refer to a promised but uncertain future event.

13) Be influential on    and    be an influence on ( unidiomatic!

14) Has not only x’d (example: captured) but also y’d  ( idiomatic!

15) Regain …again ( Redundant!

16) It is accurate to call humans “able” but not to call those [amounts] “ able”

17) The number+ singular verb   VS a number + plural verb
18)  It is likely that ……may ……. ( redundant!

19) ..help + bare infinitive 

20) Apprenticeship+ AS  (not of)

21)  Be believed to be ….

22) ...to credit something with having had some effect ( idiomatic!

23)  Like makes comparison; such as introduces examples. 

24)  V-ing after a noun is reasonable in that it can modify the noun!

25)  Associated with ( idiomatic!

26)  Subjunctive mood: order that x be y’ed and that z be t’ed OR order x to be y’ed and z to be t’ed BUT can’t not combine the two structures in one sentence!

27) The rivalry between x and y OR the rivals x and y

28)  …of John’s ( redundant! 

29)  ..be manifested in …. ( idiomatic!

30)  Remember to put “and” before the last series in a list!

31)  ..be confined to… ( idiomatic!

32)  ..rather than + be infinitive

33)  I buried the chalice to keep it from being stolen

( passive voice: the chalice was buried to keep it from being stolen.

Avoid being stolen is unsuitable in this case because the chalice itself can not avoid anything.

34) to think of X as Y ( idiomatic!

35) Require of sth/ somebody that  (subjunctive mood) ( idiomatic!

36) All of uncountable noun/ mass noun ( singular!

37)  Properly used, “due to” is synonymous with “attributable to” 

38) Title of some artwork ( for example “ the old man and the sea”) + singular verb!

39) Persuade X to do Y ( idiomatic!

40) Not X, but rather Y ( idiomatic!

41)  Air on radio ( idiomatic!

42) Density, a mass/ uncountable noun, is greater (not more, numerous)!

43)  Devastating (adj) + for ( idiomatic!

44) Of which all ( unidiomatic ( idiomatic one: all of which

45) Consider somebody/ something as ( unidiomatic!

46) Connection between x and y ( idiomatic!

47) To mistake sth/ somebody for ( idiomatic!

48) View …as … ( idiomatic!

49)  “equivalent” , “ equal to” often modify nouns referring to uncountable things.

50) It’s preferable to establish numerical comparability between groups with countable members by using the phrase” as many as”!

51) Restitution ….for …( idiomatic!

52) ..substitute X for Y ( idiomatic!

53) ..assign someone to ..--> idiomatic!

54)  Idiomatic: x forbids y to do z OR x prohibits y from doing z.

55)  V-ing expresses ongoing rather than complete actions!

56)  “little” modifies mass nouns, whereas “few” modifies count nouns.

57) Credit someone with having done sth ( idiomatic!

58) Research to [verb] ( idiomatic!

59) A war between x and y ( idiomatic!

60) Claim to be able to do something ( idiomatic!

61)  Never before had ….as many as ( not ….so many as 

62) More ….than ever before ( correct! 

63)  .. at the same time as …( idiomatic!

64)  Use “;” to express two independent clauses

65) Use “as” (not “when”) to describe a prolonged situation.

66) Ability to do something ( idiomatic!

67)  So + adjective as to do something ( idiomatic!

68) A/the number of + singular verb

69) From x to y is idiomatic but from x up to y is not

70) Name of species/ vegetable/fruit ( stands for a group) is followed by singular verb

71) Attempt to try ( redundant!

72) “underlay” is past tense of “underlie”

73) When use “one” as a modifier, never use “ that” right after “one”!

74) “believe x to be y” is idiomatic!

75) “however much”= although, despite,etc..

76) When “rates” means “prices charged”, it should be followed by “for” instead of “of”!

77) be estimated to be is idiomatic!

78) Distinguish between x and y is idiomatic!

79) Can’t use “culture” following “ name of some language-speaking”

80) One attributes x, an effect, to y, a cause OR x is attributed to y

81) “evolve” should be used in active voice: something evolves.

82) Grow/raise a ….increase -(redundant!

83) No less ….than ( idiomatic!

84) Admit to something ( idiomatic!

85) “native to” VS “native of”???????????????????????????????

86) In an attempt to( idiomatic!

87) A method of ( not to) is idiomatic!

88) “worry about” is preferable when describing a condition rather than an action

89) The pronoun “which” should be used to refer to a previously mentioned noun, not to the idea expressed in an entire clause!

90) be known to ( idiomatic!

91) The same to x as to y ( idiomatic!

92) Rather than+ bare infinitive

93) More than x= at least as many/much as x

94) Be in danger of ( idiomatic!

95) Liable to ( legislatively prone to a bad outcome

96) At a disadvantage/ advantage ( idiomatic!

97) “ allow that + subjunctive mood” is unidiomatic! The correct form is “ allow ….to …” or “allow……V-ing”

98) "The department of labor allows the investment officers' fees to be based on the performance of the funds they manage" 

In the sentence above, "they" can't refer to "officers". "officers" is used as a possessive noun to modify "fees". 
Whereas, in the sentence below, "they" refers to "officers" 

"The department of labor allows the fees of investment officers to be based on the performance of the funds they manage"
99) “ one X for every thirty-two Ys” ( idiomatic! And the verb for this phrase must be singular, for instance: there is one computer for every thirty-two pupils.
100) So adjective as to ( idiomatic!

101) “whether or not” ( redundant! “whether….” is enough.

102) “as” can describe a prolonged and gradual process but “when” can’t

103) “ as an instance of” ( idiomatic!

104) An adverb such as “twice” can’t function as an object of the preposition “by”!

105) The name of a country doesn’t mean a CULTURE!

106) Which VS That:

Its true that both "that" and "which" can be used to start restrictive clauses...but "that" is always preferred.

That starts a restrictive clause providing essential information.. no commas ever for "that"

107) …be only one of N that verb ( this verb depends on the N, if N is plural, the V is plural , if N is singular , the verb is singular)!

108) Distinction of being -( acceptable!!!

109) N is the only one of ( what follows “of “ must be comparable and the same kind to N
110) It is grammatically correct to say: s-thing/s-one alone among a larger group did something~ 

Ex: 

Galileo alone among all the scholars at the time theorized that the sun was the center of the Universe.
111) If “each” comes after a plural noun, the verb is still plural!
112) And

Both….and…

-( plural verb

With

Together with

As well as

Accompanied with

-( Verb depends on the first N

E.g. 
I with John am ready to help you


John with me is ready to help you


Or…

Either…or…

Neither …nor…

Not only….but also…

( verb depends on the nearest noun to it.

e.g. 
Neither Mary nor I have gone to air club recently. 

113) damage to/ injury to ( idiomatic!

114) Eliminate right away those choices containing “hopefully”!!!!

115) will VS would: would introduce uncertainty . Whenever using “would”, the writer need to elaborate the reason why there’s such uncertainty!

116) Watch out redundancy like “ per capita …per person…”

117) to a height of 3 to 4 feet -( correct structure!

118) risk of sth/ V_ing ( correct idiom!

119) a year ago ( a point of time, not a period of time!

120) be likely to do sth ( idiomatic!

121) use “will” instead of “Should” to make a prediction about future

Plural Verb 





Verb depends on the first N





Verb depends on the closet noun to it.








