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                                         GMAT Club Chat with HKU Admissions Team


       Mr. Tom Ng - Head of Marketing and Admissions
                                                                    Mr. Bon Cheng – Admissions Manager
            Ms. Jennifer Luo – Sr. Executive (Marketing and Admissions), MBA Officer

                         Oct 23, 2014



Web Resources:

· School Website: http://www.sdabocconi.it/en
· SDA Bocconi Class of 2016 Discussion: http://gmatclub.com/forum/sda-bocconi-class-of-2016-calling-all-applicants-185305.html
	
	
	Welcome to the Live Chat with HKU Admissions Team!

	
	
	Topic set by Narenn on Thu Oct 23 2014 06:19:37 GMT+0530 (India Standard Time)

	07:01
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Hello Everyone

	07:01
	HKUMBA--Bon
	Hello Everyone

	07:02
	Narenn
	Hello Team HKU. Thanks for Joining [image: image1.png]




	07:02
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Pleasure to be here today

	07:07
	Narenn
	It is 9:30 AM Hong Kong time...thank you all for joining, and esp. a big welcome and thank you to the HKU team - Tom Ng, Bon Cheng, and Jennifer Luo! 

	07:08
	Narenn
	Dear visitors, please post the questions you may have.

	07:08
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Thanks Narenn and GMATCLUB for this opportunity. HKU MBA is pleasure to be here today.

	07:09
	Narenn
	Admission Officers, Can I ask you to give us your mini-introduction?

	07:10
	HKUMBA-Tom
	14-month Full-time MBA Programme The full-time MBA programme is an intensive 14-month programme with three tracks. All students spend one month in Beijing and nine months in Hong Kong. Then, depending on the track they choose, they spend four months in London, New York or Hong Kong / Shanghai. - See more at: http://www.mba.hku.hk/fulltime#sthash.Lfh4DGUA.dpu

	07:10
	HKUMBA--Bon
	Please feel free to ask questions, thanks

	07:11
	Narenn
	GPA, GMAT, Application Essays, Interview, Work Experience, and Extra Curricular. If you asked to arrange these parameters in the order of their importance – what would it be?

	07:13
	asr913
	I have a question about your Chinese Language Training program, is this exclusive to students who choose to study in Shanghai? And do you offer any other language training programmes? 

	07:16
	HKUMBA--Bon
	it is not exclusive to the full-time MBA students to Hong Kong/China track only

	07:18
	HKUMBA--Bon
	but for those students allocated to Hong Kong/China track, when they take electives there, we will sponsor the Chinese language course to a certain amount

	07:18
	HKUMBA--Bon
	definitely for those students allocated to London Business School track and Columbia Business School track, will not miss the part of Chinese language training under the China Immersion Programme

	07:19
	HKUMBA-Tom
	In terms of the importance on the admission parameters, the biggest weight would be given to Interview performance which is similar to an emplyment interview

	07:20
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Second important criteria would be GMAT.

	07:20
	Narenn
	What's the Average GMAT of recently admitted class? 

	07:21
	HKUMBA--Bon
	the average GMAT of recent admitted full-time MBA class is around 650-660

	07:21
	Narenn
	and whether there is any requirement of minimum work experience?

	07:22
	HKUMBA--Bon
	the minimum work experience is 2 years, after their 1st undergraduate degree

	07:23
	Narenn
	ok Thanks!

	07:23
	Narenn
	Can you tell us what are the typical careers after an MBA from HKU? Are there any placement statistics that you publish?

	07:24
	HKUMBA--Bon
	Here is our employment outcome to graduating batch: http://www.mba.hku.hk/fulltime/career-services/employment-outcome

	07:25
	asr913
	Do you focus more on a particular section of the GMAT over the other? Meaning, is the Quant score more important than Verbal, etc.?

	07:26
	Narenn
	Can you tell us what Interview options are there for international applicants? and are the on-campus and off-campus interviews treated equally or there is any preference to one over other?

	07:26
	HKUMBA--Bon
	For the GMAT, we look at the verbal and quantitative part only for the evaluation

	07:26
	HKUMBA--Bon
	but you still need to complete the part of analytical writing and integrated reasoning for our reference

	07:28
	HKUMBA--Bon
	for the oversea candidates, we arrange the video/skype interview; and face-to-face interview for the local candidates

	07:29
	Narenn
	Hope both formats are treated equally. 

	07:30
	HKUMBA--Bon
	both interview formats are treated equally

	07:31
	asr913
	Is it possible to arrange a face-to-face visit despite being overseas?

	07:31
	Narenn
	Moderator Note:- For newly joined participants, We are chatting with Mr. Tom Ng (Head of Marketing and Admissions) and Mr. Bon Cheng (Admissions Manager) at HKU Business School 

	07:31
	asr913
	I ask because I am living in Taiwan, not too far away.

	07:31
	Narenn
	if you have any questions feel free to ask them to HKU Admissions Team

	07:32
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Applicants can request to have either face to face interview or skype, but Admission Committee will not travel to every cities for face to face interview

	07:33
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Admission Committee will be in Taipei for information session and admission interview in mid-Dec (20/12)

	07:34
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Asr913, maybe you can now speedup your application, so that we may shortlist you for interview and have a face to face one in Taipei.

	07:34
	Narenn
	Tom, Do you plan to hold any event in India? [image: image2.png]




	07:35
	Narenn
	I would love to attend

	07:35
	Narenn
	[image: image3.png]




	07:35
	asr913
	Wow, thanks. I will consider it. I was already planning on going to the event in Taipei. But also, I would be willing to travel to Hong Kong for the interview. 

	07:36
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Yes, Nareen. HKU MBA will attend QS MBA Fairs in Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, Hyderabad

	07:37
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Yes, it's better for you to come to HKU MBA campus for a site visit. Always welcome

	07:37
	Narenn
	What is the proportion of international students in recently admitted class and how has the trend of applications been to your school from Non-Chinese applicant pool?

	07:39
	HKUMBA--Bon
	for the recent admitted class, over 70% are 'non-Chinese students"

	07:40
	HKUMBA--Bon
	and for past few years, the trend of applications been to our school from non-Chinese applicant pool keep growing

	07:41
	HKUMBA--Bon
	we'd say, our full-time MBA students are very diversified, not only their nationality, but also from their industries

	07:41
	ThatDawg
	didnt know this was happening sp

	07:42
	Narenn
	What proportion of your students typically manage to switch their careers (sector/function) after the MBA?

	07:44
	Narenn
	Moderator Note: Dear all, please note that we have another 15 minutes left. If you have any questions, ask them early.

	07:45
	HKUMBA--Bon
	you are welcome refer to the following page of the industry/function/location change: http://www.mba.hku.hk/fulltime/career-services/employment-outcome

	07:46
	asr913
	How do you distinguish your program from other programs in Hong Kong?

	07:49
	HKUMBA-Tom
	I think the biggest differentiating factor would be our unique curriculum structure which is 1 month in Beijing, 9 months in Hong Kong and 4 months in partnership programmes (London Business School/ Columbia Business School). We strongly believe, this curriculum structure will deliver great benefits to our students in terms of Exposure, Network and Knowledge.

	07:49
	Narenn
	What Scholarship/Loan options are available for applicants?

	07:50
	Narenn
	to both Domestic and International

	07:50
	HKUMBA--Bon
	we have 1 type of merit-based scholarship to the good candidates...

	07:50
	HKUMBA--Bon
	to both domestic and international...

	07:50
	HKUMBA--Bon
	we based on their interview performance, GMAT score, work profile and academic background, to make the decision...

	07:51
	HKUMBA--Bon
	for the best candidate, the maximum amount will cover around 30% of whole tuition fee...

	07:51
	asr913
	Do you help students apply for other scholarships?
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	07:42
	Narenn
	What proportion of your students typically manage to switch their careers (sector/function) after the MBA?

	07:44
	Narenn
	Moderator Note: Dear all, please note that we have another 15 minutes left. If you have any questions, ask them early.

	07:45
	HKUMBA--Bon
	you are welcome refer to the following page of the industry/function/location change: http://www.mba.hku.hk/fulltime/career-services/employment-outcome

	07:46
	asr913
	How do you distinguish your program from other programs in Hong Kong?

	07:49
	HKUMBA-Tom
	I think the biggest differentiating factor would be our unique curriculum structure which is 1 month in Beijing, 9 months in Hong Kong and 4 months in partnership programmes (London Business School/ Columbia Business School). We strongly believe, this curriculum structure will deliver great benefits to our students in terms of Exposure, Network and Knowledge.

	07:49
	Narenn
	What Scholarship/Loan options are available for applicants?

	07:50
	Narenn
	to both Domestic and International

	07:50
	HKUMBA--Bon
	we have 1 type of merit-based scholarship to the good candidates...

	07:50
	HKUMBA--Bon
	to both domestic and international...

	07:50
	HKUMBA--Bon
	we based on their interview performance, GMAT score, work profile and academic background, to make the decision...

	07:51
	HKUMBA--Bon
	for the best candidate, the maximum amount will cover around 30% of whole tuition fee...

	07:51
	asr913
	Do you help students apply for other scholarships?

	07:52
	HKUMBA--Bon
	temporarily we have merit-based scholarship only

	07:54
	HKUMBA--Bon
	for the merit-based scholarship, you do not need to apply separately, once you submit the online application, you will be automatically considered

	07:55
	asr913
	I am considering arranging a visit to HK next week to visit potential schools. Do you have any recommendations for planning such a trip?

	07:56
	Narenn
	Are there students in their mid-30s in the program? What is it like for older students to obtain jobs in HK or China?

	07:57
	ThatDawg
	Bon: Do you consider extracurricular activities and if so how would you assess these activities?

	07:58
	mib_v6iary
	Question abut the housing for MBA students - are there dorms or do the MBA students live off campus during the first year?

	07:58
	Narenn
	Moderator Note: We are running out of time. Next 2 minutes only [image: image6.png]




	07:59
	HKUMBA--Bon
	we will also review your extracurricular activities from your application, but from our side, we put more emphasis on your work experience/profile for the candidates

	08:01
	HKUMBA-Tom
	With regard to the housing options for our MBA students, 1/3 of our current Full-time batch is staying in on-campus accommodation. As HKU is located in a residential area, it is not difficult to rent an apartment even if you choose not to stay in on-campus option. You can find more information about housing: http://www.mba.hku.hk/fulltime/student-life/life-in

	08:02
	ThatDawg
	Bon: How is work experience assessed? Is a job switch to a similar field that is more inline with your goals viewed as a negative?

	08:03
	HKUMBA--Bon
	job switch to a similar field or different field will not be viewed as a negative

	08:03
	HKUMBA--Bon
	as we also review how you present your work profile from your CV in details

	08:03
	mib_v6iary
	Thank you!

	08:04
	ThatDawg
	All right good night HKUMBA team

	08:04
	ThatDawg
	thanks for stopping by

	08:04
	Narenn
	Alright!! Let’s wrap up here.

	08:04
	Narenn
	Thank you everyone for participating in the chat. I would also like to thank Tom Ng and Bon Cheng, and Jennifer Luo – Members of HKU Admissions team– on behalf of GMATClub Community for sparing time with us.

	08:04
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Thanks everyone.

	08:05
	Narenn
	We shall post transcript of this chat in the HKU discussion thread tomorrow.

	08:05
	HKUMBA--Bon
	thank you everyone

	08:05
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Hope to be here in GMATCLUB Chat room again very soon

	08:05
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Goodnight
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	good night
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	Alright!! Let’s wrap up here.
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	08:04
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Thanks everyone.

	08:05
	Narenn
	We shall post transcript of this chat in the HKU discussion thread tomorrow.

	08:05
	HKUMBA--Bon
	thank you everyone

	08:05
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Hope to be here in GMATCLUB Chat room again very soon

	08:05
	HKUMBA-Tom
	Goodnight

	08:05
	HKUMBA--Bon
	good night

	08:06
	HKUMBA-Tom
	If you all have any questions, feel free to emailme

	08:06
	HKUMBA-Tom
	tomng@hku.hk

	08:06
	HKUMBA--Bon
	my email: bonhpcheng@hku.hk

	08:06
	HKUMBA--Bon
	welcome to email us if you have any queries in the future

	08:07
	Narenn
	Thanks!

	

	08:07
	asr913
	thank you!!!
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