SC Grail 3rd Edition Idiom list compiled - 
1.	a means to - something done to achieve something else

Correct: For some people, laptops are just a means to an end.
Incorrect: For some people, laptops are just a means for an end.
Incorrect: For some people, laptops are just the means to an end.
Note: Do not confuse this with the idiom ‘by means of’ which means by the use of something.

2.	an instance of – an example of
Correct: Downloading books illegally from the Internet is an instance of piracy.
Incorrect:  Downloading books illegally from the Internet is an instance for piracy.

3.	ability to – capability of doing something
Correct: Cats have the ability to see in the dark.
Incorrect: Cats have the ability of seeing in the dark.
4. accused of – to be charged with some wrongdoing
Correct: John has been accused of theft.
Incorrect:	John  has	been  accused	to	have committed theft.
Incorrect: John has been accused with theft.

5. act as - to serve in some special capacity, possibly temporarily
Correct:  Modern  mobile  phones  can  act  as cameras.
Incorrect: Modern mobile phones can act like cameras.
6. act  like  -  behave  in a  certain way (will  almost always refer to animate things)
Correct: “Please stop acting like a kid”, said the producer to the actor.
Incorrect: “Please stop acting as a kid”, said the producer to the actor.
7.	aid in - to help someone in some kind of trouble
Correct: The motorists needed aid in finding their way out.
Incorrect:  The  motorists  needed  aid  to  find their way out.

8. among X and Y – to evaluate more than two options
Correct: John can’t decide among a laptop, a
mobile phone, and a media player.
Incorrect: John can’t decide between a laptop,
a mobile phone, and a media player.
9. appear to be – perceive as
Correct: This dish appears to be undercooked.
Incorrect: This dish appears undercooked.
10. appeal to - to please or to attract someone
Correct: Soap operas don’t appeal to me.
Correct: The idea of taking a vacation appeals
to me a lot.
Incorret: The idea of taking a vacation appeals
for me a lot.
11. approve/disapprove of - to take a
favorable/unfavorable view of someone/something
Correct: The chairman approves of the new
marketing plan.
Correct: I disapprove of the use of cheating to
pass a test.
Incorrect: I disapprove for the use of cheating
to pass a test.
12. as an adolescent/a teenager/a child
Correct: As an adolescent, John suffered from
tonsillitis.
Incorrect: While in adolescence, John suffered
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13. as many/much as – used to lay emphasis on
something
Correct: Jerry made as many as fifteen mistakes
in the test.
Incorrect: Jerry has three times as many books
than Tom does.
14. associate with - to be friendly with someone
Correct: Jacob likes to associate with honest
people.
Incorrect: Jacob likes to associate among
honest people.
15. associate X with Y - to link someone/something to
some other thing or person
Correct: John always associates coke with
pizza.
Incorrect: John always associates coke to
pizza.
16. attend to - to take care of the needs of someone or
something
Correct: Tim is attending to his sick mother.
Incorret: Tim is attending for his sick mother.
17. attribute X to Y - to believe that someone or
something is the source of something
Correct: We attribute our success to good
fortune.
Incorrect: We attribute our success from good
fortune.
18. based on – uses as a source
Correct: This movie is based on a true story.
Incorrect: This movie is based in a true story.
19. be afraid of – scared of
Correct: Tim is afraid of the dark.
Incorrect: Tim is afraid from the dark.
20. believe to be – think as
Correct: I believe John’s version to be the truth.
Incorrect: I believe John’s version as the truth.
21. between X and Y – used to choose between two
things only
Correct: He had to choose between yoga and
dance.
Incorrect: He had to choose between yoga or
dance.
22. both X and Y – two things taken together
Correct: Both John and Jack are coming for
dinner.
Incorrect: Both John as well as Jack are
coming for dinner.
23. capable of – have the ability to
Correct: Jerry is capable of great feats of
strength.
Incorrect: Jerry is capable for great feats of
strength.
24. centers on - to focus on someone or something in
particular
Correct: The conversation centered on
Mozart’s contribution to music.
Incorrect: The conversation centered around
Mozart’s contribution to music.
25. choose as – to select
Correct: We choose him as our representative.
Incorrect: We choose him to be our
representative.
26. claim that – used while proclaiming something
Correct: Walter claims that he can run
backwards.
Incorrect: Walter claims he can run backwards.
27. claim to be – used while claiming to be some other
person
Correct: The man claimed to be John’s long
lost son.
Incorrect: He is claimed as the best athlete of
all times.
28. compare to – mostly used to praise someone by
pointing similarities with someone else
Correct: In Argentina, Maradona is often
compared to God.
Incorrect: In Argentina, Maradona is often
compared with God.
29. compare with – used for actual comparison (as we
know it)
Correct: John is comparing a BMW with a
Mercedes.
Incorret: John is comparing a BMW to a
Mercedes.
30. conceive of X as - to think of someone or something
as being someone or something else
Correct: Jack conceived of a camel as a means
of transportation in the desert.
Incorrect: Jack conceived of a camel to be a
means of transportation in the desert.
31. concerned with – involved with or connected to
Correct: This topic is concerned with the use of
DNA sequencing.
Incorrect: This topic is concerned for the use of
DNA sequencing.
32. concerned about – worried about
Correct: I am concerned about my brother’s
health.
Incorrect: I am concerned for my brother’s
health.
33. conform to - to agree with or behave within
guidelines or regulations
Correct: Does my dress conform to your
regulations?
Incorrect: Does my dress conform with your
regulations?
34. consequence of - be the result of
Correct: Rising temperatures are a consequence
of global warming.
Incorrect - Rising temperatures are a
consequence from global warming.
35. consider X Y – think of as
Correct: I consider myself a close friend of the
senator.
Incorrect: I consider myself to be a close friend
of the senator.
Incorrect: I consider myself as a close friend of
the senator.
36. contend that – claim or state
Correct: John contends that his friend is
innocent.
Incorrect: John contends his friend is innocent.
37. contend with – compete with someone for something
Correct: Jack is contending with Jerry for the
award.
Incorrect: Jack is contending to Jerry for the
award.
38. contrast X with Y – compare two dissimilar things
which complement each other
Correct: Jenna is contrasting her casual jeans
with a formal top.
Incorect: Jenna is contrasting her casual jeans
to a formal top.
39. correlate with - to match or equate with something
Correct: The facts don’t correlate with her
story.
Incorrect: The facts don’t correlate to her story.
40. cost(s) associated with
Correct: The costs associated with setting up a
factory are prohibitive.
Incorrect: The costs associated from setting up
a factory are prohibitive.
41. count on – depend on
Correct: We can count on John to complete the
project.
Incorrect: We can count in John to complete the
project.
42. credited with – credit a person with an
accomplishment (use this when the person comes
first)
Correct: Newton is credited with the discovery
of gravity.
Incorrect: Newton is credited as discovering
gravity.
Incorrect: Newton is credited to having
discovered gravity.
Incorrect: Newton is credited for discovering
the laws of gravity.
43. credited to - credit an accomplishment to a person
(use this when the accomplishment comes first)
Correct: The team credits its success to good
fortune.
Incorrect: The team credits its success with
good fortune.
44. credit for – (think in terms of) a credit note
Correct: Telenet gave Tim a credit for $100
because of an interruption in service.
Incorrect: Telenet gave Tim a credit of $100
because of an interruption in service.
45. dated at – to denote a time period
Correct: The document has been dated at 100
years old.
Incorrect: The document has been dated at
being 100 years old.
Incorrect: The document has been dated as
being 100 years old.
46. date from - to have an existence that extends from a
particular time
Correct: These CDs date from the early 70s.
Incorrect: These CDs date to the early 70s.
47. declared X Y - announce
Correct: The monarch declared all fundamental
rights unconstitutional.
Incorrect: The monarch declared all
fundamental rights as unconstitutional.
Incorrect: The monarch declared all
fundamental rights to be unconstitutional.
48. defined as – give the definition of something
Correct: Evaporation is defined as the process
in which water changes into vapor.
Incorrect: Evaporation is defined in the process
in which water changes into vapor.
49. depicted as - to show someone as something
Correct: The director depicted the actor as a
mutant.
Incorrect: The director depicted the actor to be
a mutant.
50. determined by – arrived at
Correct: Language structure is partly
determined by social structure.
Incorrect: Language structure is partly
determined from social structure.
51. differ/different from – show dissimilarity
Correct: Myopia differs from hypermetropia.
Correct: I am very different from my twin
sister.
Incorrect: Her hobbies are different than mine.
52. discourage from - dissuade
Correct: I discouraged them from filing a
complaint.
Incorrect: I discouraged them to file a
complaint.
53. dispute over – disagree about something
Correct: There is a dispute over the new name
of the city.
Inorrect: There is a dispute about the new name
of the city.
54. distinguish X from Y – differentiate between two
things
Correct: Criminals cannot distinguish right
from wrong.
Correct: Psoriatic arthritis can be difficult to
distinguish from rheumatoid arthritis.
Incorrect: Criminals cannot distinguish right
and wrong.
55. distinguish/distinction between X and Y -
differentiate between two things
Correct: Criminals cannot distinguish between
right and wrong.
Incorect: Criminals cannot distinguish between
right from wrong.
56. doubt that – to doubt the truth of something
Correct: I doubt that his venture will succeed.
Incorrect: I doubt whether his venture will
succeed.
57. dream about – yearn for
Correct: All the time I dream about football.
Incorrect: All the time I dream of football.
58. either X or Y – choose between two options
Correct: I will have either ice cream or pastry.
Incorrect: I will have either ice cream and
pastry.
59. encourage X to – urge someone to do something
Correct: We encouraged Mary to develop her
singing talents.
Incorrect: We encouraged Mary for developing
her singing talents.
60. enough to – sufficient for a purpose
Correct: The boy was not tall enough to reach
the window.
Incorrect: The boy was short enough not to
reach the window.
61. escape from – run away from
Correct: The thief has escaped from the prison.
Incorrect: The thief has escaped off the prison.
62. estimated to be - approximated
Correct: The sculpture was estimated to be
worth much more than the base price.
Incorrect: The sculpture was estimated at worth
much more than the base price.
63. estimated at – used to denote the place where the
estimation was done
Correct: The worth of the sculpture was
estimated at Madrid.
Incorrect: The worth of the sculpture was
estimated in Madrid.
64. expend on – spend on
Correct: Don’t expend too much effort on this
document.
Incorrect: Don’t expend too much effort for this
document.
65. fascinated by – besotted with
Correct: John is fascinated by his boss.
Incorrect: John is fascinated with his boss.
66. forbid X to do Y – prohibit from
Correct: John forbid his driver to enter the
house.
Incorrect: John forbid his driver from entering
the house.
67. from X to Y – to show a range
Correct: I am travelling from New York to
London.
Incorrect: I am travelling from New York for
London. 
68. in contrast to/with X, Y is…. – On the GMAT both
‘contrast to’ and ‘contrast with’ are considered
correct.
In ‘Contrast to’, ‘contrast’ is used as a noun; this is
mainly used to show the dissimilarity between two
things.
Correct: John’s working style is a contrast to
Jacob’s.
Incorrect: John’s working style is a contrast
with Jacob’s.
In ‘Contrast with’, ‘contrast’ is used as a verb and,
hence, denotes the actual act of contrasting two
things.
Correct: John is contrasting his working style
with that of Jacob.
Incorrect: John is contrasting his working style
to that of Jacob.
69. in danger of –ing/danger to
Correct: John is in danger of contracting
malaria.
Correct: Rampant cutting of trees is a danger to
the ecology.
Incorrect: John is in danger for contracting
malaria.
70. in order to – so that
Correct: She began taking classes in order to
learn French.
Incorrect: She began taking classes in order
that she could learn French.
Correct: She began taking classes in order for
learning French
71. independent of – separate from
Correct: His reasoning was flawed, and
appeared to be independent of any logic.
Incorrect: His reasoning was flawed, and
appeared to be independent from any logic.
72. indifferent towards – not bother with
Correct: Can you make yourself indifferent
towards someone you love?
Incorrect: Can you make yourself indifferent
from someone you love?
73. just as X, so Y – used to point out similarities
Correct: Just as Katy is a champion swimmer,
so is Angie.
Incorrect: Just as Katy is a champion swimmer,
Angie also is.
74. less X than Y – show difference in quantities or
magnitude
Correct: My problem is less serious than yours.
Correct: My problem is three times less serious
as yours.
75. likely to be – predicted to be
Correct: The CEO is likely to be arrested
today.
Incorrect: The CEO is likely for being arrested
today.
76. localized in – limited to
Correct: Are International charities becoming
more localized in the economic crisis?
Incorrect: Are International charities becoming
more localized for the economic crisis?
77. mandate that – order that
Correct: The rules of war mandate that no
prisoner be tortured for information.
Incorrect: The rules of war mandate for no
prisoner to be tortured for information.
78. means to an end – a way of achieving a goal
Correct: For a lot of people, work is just a
means to an end.
Incorrect: For a lot of people, work is just a
means for an end.
79. mistake X for Y
Correct: John mistook a Ferrari for a
Lamborghini.
Incorrect: John mistook a Ferrari as a
Lamborghini.
Incorrect: John mistook a Ferrari to be a
Lamborghini.
80. modeled after – used as reference
Correct: The Indian constitution is modeled
after the British constitution.
Incorrect: The Indian constitution is modeled
upon the British constitution.
81. more…than – to show difference in quantity or
magnitude
Correct: I am more intelligent than my brother.
Incorrect: I am more intelligent in comparison
to my brother.
82. native of – use for humans, to show which
country/region they belong to
Correct: John is a native of the US.
Incorrect: John is native to the US.
83. native to – use for plants or animal species, to show
which country/region they belong to
Correct: The Royal Bengal Tiger is native to
the Sunderbans.
Incorrect: The Royal Bengal Tiger is a native
of the Sunderbans.
84. necessary to – required to
Correct: The CEO deemed it necessary to ask
the employee to resign.
Incorrect: The CEO deemed it necessary for
asking the employee to resign.
85. neither X nor Y – none of the two things
Correct: We could neither walk nor drive to the
venue.
Incorrect: We could neither walk or drive to the
venue.
86. no less… than – to show the relation between two
things
Correct: My achievement is no less than his
achievement.
Incorrect: My achievement is no less as his
achievement.
87. not X…but Y – to show preference
Correct: The disease is caused not by flies but
by mosquitoes.
Incorrect: The disease is caused not by flies but
mosquitoes.
88. not only X but also Y - to show that two things are
used together
Correct: Not only is he very intelligent, but also
very humble.
Incorrect: Not only is he very intelligent, and
also very humble.
89. not so much X as Y – to show the difference
between two things
Correct: I am not so much sad as perplexed.
Incorrect: I am not so much sad as being
perplexed.
90. not X but rather Y – to show preference between
two things
Correct: I would have not tea but rather coffee.
Incorrect: I would have not tea but instead
coffee.
91. permit X to Y - allow
Correct: John permitted his son to drive to
college.
Correct: John permitted his son for driving to
college.
92. persuade X to Y - convince
Correct: I persuaded Tim to complete my
assignment.
Incorrect: I persuaded Tim for completing my
assignment.
93. prefer X to Y – to show liking for one thing over the
other
Correct: Jack prefers tea to coffee.
Incorrect: Jack prefers tea over coffee.
94. preoccupied with – busy or caught up with
Correct: The country’s mind is preoccupied
with soccer.
Incorrect: The country’s mind is preoccupied in
soccer.
95. prohibit X from Y – forbid to
Correct: The landlord has prohibited John from
coming late in the night.
Incorrect: The landlord has prohibited John to
come late in the night.
96. pronounced – declared (when pronounced is used to
imply a declaration, then it does not take an ‘as’)
Correct: I pronounce you man and wife.
Incorrect: I pronounce you as man and wife.
97. range from X to Y – to show the spread of
something
Correct: The students’ marks range from good
to average.
Incorrect: The students’ marks range from good
till average.
98. rates for – price of
Correct: John enquired the rates for apples.
Incorrect: John enquired the rates of apples.
99. refer to – address as
Correct: My friend referred me to a specialist.
Correct: Evaporation refers to a scientific term.
Incorrect: Evaporation refers for a scientific
term.
100. regard as – think of
Correct: I have always regarded you as my
brother.
Incorrect: I have always regarded you to be my
brother.
101. reluctant to - hesitant
Correct: The child was reluctant to attend the
class.
Incorrect: The child was reluctant about
attending the class.
102. restrictions on – limitations on
Correct: The US has imposed restrictions on
the licensing of firearms.
Incorrect: The US has imposed restrictions for
the licensing of firearms.
103. seem to – appear to
Correct: The accused seemed to be hiding
something.
Incorrect: The accused seemed like hiding
something.
104. so X as to Y – used to denote cause and effect.
Cannot be used to replace ‘in order to’.
Correct: John’s grades are so poor as to lead to
his expulsion from the school.
Incorrect: Jack works out every day so as to (in
order to) build his stamina.
105. so X that Y – used to denote cause and effect
Correct: Jerry is so soft-spoken that one can
barely hear him speak.
Correct: Jerry is so soft-spoken as one can
barely hear him speak.
106. speak from – use as a reference point
Correct: The chairman claimed that he was
speaking from experience.
Incorrect: The chairman claimed that he was
speaking of experience.
107. subscribe to – follow or agree
Correct: I do not subscribe to the view that
John is guilty.
Incorrect: I do not subscribe for the view that
John is guilty.
108. such X as Y and Z – to give examples
Correct: This group includes such cars as
Honda and Toyota
Incorrect: This group includes such cars like
Honda and Toyota.
109. targeted at/aimed at
Correct: The new ad for lawnmowers is
targeted at gardeners.
Incorrect: The new ad for lawnmowers is
targeted towards gardeners.
110. the more/greater X the more/greater Y – to show
that two things are increading/decreasing together
Correct: The more the prices rise, the more the
demand increases.
Incorrect: The more the prices rise, the demand
increases even more.
111. the same to X as to Y - to show that something
appears the same to two different people
Correct: This color looks the same to me as to
anyone else.
Incorrect: This color looks the same to me as it
would to anyone else.
112. think of X as Y – consider or view as
Correct: John thinks of Jack as his best friend.
Incorrect: John thinks of Jack to be his best
friend.
113. try to - attempt
Correct: John said he would try to come on
time.
Incorrect: John said he would try and come on
time.
114. used X as Y – put to a particular use
Correct: For centuries, people have been using
herbs as remedies for various diseases.
Incorrect: For centuries, people have been
using herbs for remedies of various diseases.
115. unlike X, Y – to show contrast between two things
Correct: Unlike John, Tom wrote a good essay.
Incorrect: Unlike John, Tom’s essay was good.
Correct: Unlike John’s essay, Tom’s essay was
good.
116. view X as Y – think of as
Correct: The management views the problem as
an opportunity.
Incorrect: The management views the problem
to be an opportunity.
117. whether to – evaluate choices
Correct: John is unable to decide whether to go
to Harvard or Stanford. (wouldn’t you want to
be in his shoes!)
Incorect: John is unable to decide if he wants to
go to Harvard or Stanford.
118. with the aim of ‘(verb)ing’ - with the intention of
Correct: Jerry is training for six hours everyday
with the aim of winning the marathon.
Incorrect: Jerry is training for six hours
everyday with the aim to win the marathon.
119. worried about – concerned for
Correct: I am worried about my parents.
Incorrect: I am worried for my parents.
120. X is to Y what W is to Z – to show that two things
are similar in some aspect Correct: You are to your parents what I am to 
mine.  Incorrect: You are to your parents as I am to
mine.
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