CRITICAL REASONING

As soon as you start working to justify an answer choice, or start telling some story to connect an answer back to the question or the argument, you're almost certainly dealing with a wrong answer
Question – ing forms??

Like??  - 
As – In the capacity of – He worked as a judge

when should be used only to refer to a time, and where should be used only to refer to a place.
Don't use "Because" to start a noun clause

You should not use the word "Because" to start a noun clause. A noun clause is any clause or part of a sentence that stands in place of a noun. The following sentence starts with an abstract noun ("the man's guilt") : 

The man's guilt does not mean that he should be executed.

In this variation on the sentence, the abstract noun has been replaced (correctly) by a clause: 

The fact that the man is guilty does not mean that he should be executed.

Here the subject of the sentence is "the fact ..." The following variation, on the other hand, is not correct: 

Because the man is guilty does not mean that he should be executed.

Here a noun clause starting with "because" and that is not acceptable for GMAT. It is just about acceptable if you alter it slightly: 

Because the man is guilty, it does not mean that he should be executed.
READ THE ENTIRE SENETENCE BEFORE ANSWERING THE SENTENCE CORRECTION QUESTIONS.

Idioms
The more… the better

Hope to

Enough that

Either … or

At the urging

More than triples / has more than tripled

X is more than Y

The most intense

In contrast with X, Y / Unlike X, Y

Estimated… to be

Depends on … whether 

As much as 

Not so much as

Exchange x for y

As many … as
To credit(ed) X with Y

Will try to

As a means to

Just as … so tooo

Mistook x for y

Think of x as y

as an instance of
not x but rather y

x rather than y

order x to be y

order that x be y

distinguishes between X and Y 

distinguish from
viewed x as y

so x that y

determined by

so…. As to
regard as
GMAT Idiom List: 

· a debate over 

· a lot 

· a responsibility to 

· a result of 

· a sequence of 

· agree with 

· as an instance of 

· as good as/or better than 

· as great as 

· as good as...or better than 

· as much as 

· attend to (someone) 

· attribute X to Y/X is attributed to Y 

· based on 

· believe X to be Y 

· both X and Y 

· centers on 

· concerned with 

· conform to 

· created with 

· defined as 

· depends on whether 

· depicted as 

· different from/differ from 

· distinguishes between X and Y 

· distinguish from 

· doubt that 

· either...or 

· enable to 

· fascinated by 

· forbid X to do Y 

· identical with 

· in contrast to 

· independent from 

· indifferent towards 

· modeled after 

· (no) more...than/(no) less...than 

· more than ever 

· neither...nor 

· not only...but also 

· not so much...as 

· prohibits X from doing Y 

· potential to 

· range from X to Y 

· regardless 

· responsible for 

· resulting in 

· retroactive to 

· so X as to be Y 

· so (adjective) that 

· subscribe to 

· such...as 

· the same to X as to Y 

· to contrast X with Y 

· to mistake X for Y 

· to result in 

· to sacrifice X for Y 

Grammer Points
Hopefully <> it is hoped

“ing” words make the sentences wordy, if possible eliminate

If <> whether -> better choice is to use whether

Which <> that (that is restrictive)
Being is not used very often as it creates past tense

-ing is used to create nouns.

http://home.comcast.net/~dave.kim/GMAT_Study_Strategy.htm
Absoulte Phrases – These are phrases that do not need to present to make the sentence complete. They migh occur, at the beginning, middle or end of the sentence. 

Some rules abt them

· They do not contain a finite verb (eg – Ran, did, so, was, is)

· They are not connected to the main sentence using a conjuction

· They are usually separated by commans or “-”

Similarly, having + past participle is often so semantically similar to the sentence without it that many sentences are written without having + past participle.

     An example would be very good here:

· Having been chosen to head the committee, Angus Ng thought about how he could help raise money for his chess club at Harvard.

     This sentence could look like this:

· Chosen to head the committee, Angus Ng thought about how he could help raise money for his chess club at Harvard. 

General Grammar definitions


So= therefore


So that=in order to/in order that


That=the fact that


Conjunctions that can join two independent clauses are: and, but, yet, for, or, nor


Don’t start sentences with “Because”


Words requiring “how” (example: know how)



Know



Teach

Learn

Show

Always choose active over passive voice

Active example: Elaine purchased new software for the company

Passive example: New software was purchased for the company by Elaine

Another frequently tested grammatical error is unnecessary use of the passive voice. It's a good idea to become familiar with this type of error; it appears quite often in the answer choices of sentence correction questions.

As a reminder, the passive voice is in use when the action of the sentence is performed on the subject. The active voice is in use when the subject itself performs the action.

Example:

Active: Allison (subject) went (action) to the store to buy a cake (object).

Passive: The cake (subject) was bought (action) by Allison (object).

Preposition use


“To” or “Of” needs subject + verb NOT object + verb

Examples of subject: she, he, whoever, who, I

Examples of object: her, him, whomever, its, it

Either side of a form “to be” (were, was) must have subjects not objects on either side to agree.

A verb that ends in –ing is a gerund which is a verb acting like a noun.  Try not to use gerunds if you can help it.

Adverbs, not adjectives modify verbs


Key identifier: Adverbs end in –ly


Correct example: I sure wish I were rich


Incorrect example: I surely wish I were rich

like means similar to, and 

such as means for example.
Restrictive clauses shud not come with comma

