How could past tense "were" and present tense "are" co-exist in a  sentence?
Thomas Eakins’ powerful style and his choices of subject—the advances in modern surgery, the discipline of sport, the strains of individuals in tension with society or even with themselves—was as disturbing to his own time as it is compelling for ours.
(B) were as disturbing to his own time as they are
(D) had been as disturbing in his own time as it was
(E) have been as disturbing in his own time as
It is possible. We are comparing two things here:
1. What happened in the past
2. What is happening now.
Example, I am as intelligent as I was when I was 10 years old.
In the given sentence, we are basically saying the disturbing has not changed since Thomas Eakins' time.
In real life, it's 100% normal to speak of different time periods in the same sentence, since we're constantly comparing the past to the present, or the present to the future. 
On the GMAT, it's just a question of meaning: do the verb tenses correctly reflect the logical sequence of events? As long as the "mismatched" verb tenses align correctly to events in different time periods, it's all good.
Difference between two-year low level and the lowest level in two years
According to some economists, the July decrease in unemployment so that it was the lowest in two years suggests that the gradual improvement in the job market is continuing.
(D) to a two-year low level
(E) to the lowest level in two years

(D) to a two-year low level
There are two ways we could read this. 
#1: "low level" is meant to be read as one thing, and two-year is modifying it (as in "It was a lovely barn dance", in which "lovely" is modifying the compound noun "barn dance). This doesn't make any sense, however, because there's no such thing as a "low level".
#2: "Two-year" is an adverb modifying the main adjective "low", which is describing "level" (as in "It was a dark green sweater", in which dark is modifying green, which is modifying sweater). This doesn't make any sense either, however, because there's no such thing as a level that is "two-year low".

Use of will/// Actively look for he terms which mean the same in the sentence as in this sentence. 
The rise in the Commerce Department’s index of leading economic indicators suggest that the economy should continue its expansion into the coming months, but that the mixed performance of the index’s individual components indicates that economic growth will proceed at a more moderate pace than in the first quarter of this year.

Use of will – Always try to see an indicator presented in the sentence for the use of will. The highlighted text shows or asks for the use of will.
“It” – The moment you see this pronoun, go on a high alert. There are number of cases where you have made mistakes. Look for the referent for this pronoun. If you don’t find one select an answer choice that makes sense in terms of meaning.
Polio, although it is eradicated in the United States, it continues elsewhere and is able to be brought into the country by visitors.
(A) Polio, although it is eradicated in the United States, it continues elsewhere and is able to be
(B) Polio, although eradicated in the United States, it still continues elsewhere and can be
(E) Although eradicated in the United States, polio continues elsewhere and could be
Reading: Pay attention to the pronouns as it and clauses.
Attention to the parallelism marker 
In comparison actively look for the meaning, check what is being compared, is it the action or the noun! 
Remember apples can be compared to apples and oranges can be compared to oranges.
A study commissioned by the Department of Agriculture showed that if calves exercise and associated with other calves, they will require less medication and gain weight quicker than do those raised in confinement.

(A) associated with other calves, they will require less medication and gain weight quicker than do

(B) associated with other calves, they require less medication and gain weight quicker than

(C) associate with other calves, they required less medication and will gain weight quicker than do

(D) associate with other calves, they have required less medication and will gain weight more quickly than do

(E) associate with other calves, they require less medication and gain weight more quickly than

Attention to the parallelism marker 
the word "do" is not wrong. It just isn't needed to make the meaning clear.
Let's contrast it to another case:
I like pie more than my wife.

In this case, we have definite ambiguity: Do I actually prefer pie to my wife or do I simply like pie more than she does? We can save my marriage by adding "does"!

However, there's no ambiguity in the calves’ sentence. We can't read it to mean "They require less medication than they require those raised in confinement." Therefore, the comparison is clear without "do."
When a choice is presented using the rather than construction—the doctors have chosen x rather than y—the x and the y must be parallel
A recent study has found that within the past few years, many doctors had elected early retirement rather than face the threats of lawsuits and the rising costs of malpractice insurance.
c. have elected retiring early instead of facing
d. have elected to retire early rather than facing
e. have elected to retire early rather than face
For action that started in the past and continues into the present, it is correct to use the present perfect tense: have elected. When a choice is presented using the rather than construction—the doctors have chosen x rather than y—the x and the y must be parallel. In this case, the doctors
have chosen to retire rather than (to understood) face. To does not need to be repeated in order to maintain parallelism because it is understood.
Social security is a system not an approach.
Unlike a funded pension system, in which contributions are invested to pay future beneficiaries, a pay-as-you-go approach is the foundation of Social Security.
a. a pay-as-you-go approach is the foundation of Social Security
b. the foundation of Social Security is a pay-as-you-go approach
c. the approach of Social Security is pay-as-you-go
d. Social Security’s approach is pay-as-you-go
e. Social Security is founded on a pay-as-you-go approach 
Takeaway: Social security is a system not an approach.

Effort + to is correct idiom.
15-year is correct.

Twenty-two feet long and 10 feet in diameter, the AM-1 is one of the many new satellites that is a part of 15 years effort of subjecting the interactions of Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces to detailed scrutiny from space.

That refers to satellites.

A. satellites that is a part of 15 years effort of subjecting the interactions of Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces

B. satellites, which is a part of a 15-year effort to subject how Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces interact
We need an essential modifier "that" here not "which", which is non-essential. 

C. satellites, part of 15 years effort of subjecting how Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces are interacting

D. satellites that are part of an effort for 15 years that has subjected the interactions of Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces

E. satellites that are part of a 15-year effort to subject the interactions of Earth's atmosphere, ocean, and land surfaces
This is the correct option. 

Attention to the parallelism marker 
In contrast to large steel plants that take iron ore through all the steps needed to produce several different kinds of steel, processing steel scrap into a specialized group of products has enabled small mills to put capital into new technology and remain economically viable.

(D) small mills, by processing steel scrap into a specialized group of products, have been able to put capital into new technology and remain

This the correct choice.

(E) small mills, by processing steel scrap into a specialized group of products, have been able to put capital into new technology and remained
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