AWA 1 hour

===================================================

Analysis of an issue 

- 30 minutes

Analysis of an argument 

- 30 minutes

Quantative (37-9 experimental) - 75 minutes

===================================================

Problem Solving 


-23

Data Sufficiency


-14

Verbal Section (41-11 experimental) - 75 minutes

===================================================

Sentence correction 

-15

Reading comprehension 

- 4 passages (apx. 4*3+1)

Critical reasoning 


-13

Raw Score Formula: Total Number Right – (0.25 * Total Number Wrong)

General advice

· Be systematic (first 10-15 questions are important; if not sure spend more time on them to get them right)

· Draw a grid ( useful for elimination process)

· Pace yourself (feel the time, know when you are exceeding the limit)

· Stop the clock (if the timer becomes a distraction: turn it off for 10-15 minutes; CAT rewards focus and accuracy more than it does speed)

· Don’t waste time on questions you can’t do (if not sure – guess)

· Remain calm, expect to find some hard questions

CAT general issues

· Getting hard question right gives higher score, getting hard question wrong will harm score slightly. Spend more time on early questions, double-check them. Getting hard question ASAP, gives higher mark.

· In the middle try no to get several questions in a row wrong. This will sink the score. If you know the previous question was a blind. Spend more time to get next one right.

· Knowing the format and directions of question type forehand will save a lot of time and will help to avoid possible confusion.

· ALWAYS look for answer traps.

· Be as certain as possible before moving to the next question 

· Should you need to guess, guess intelligently and strategically by eliminating wrong choices

· If you get a very difficult question – good sign

· Do not leave any un answered questions.

Sentence Correction.
Common areas:

1. Verb usage (proper agreement, correct tense)

2. Reference (proper use of pronouns and modifiers) 

3. Parallel Structure (consistency along items in a list or comparison) 

4. Idioms (proper use of idiomatic expressions)

5. Styles (avoid excess verbiage, effective expression, use active verbs, and avoid passives). 

How to attack:

· Read the entire sentence and never bother reading the first answer choice

· You are looking for the best not the right answer. If original, first choice does not sound great but you can’t find anything specifically wrong with it and none of the others sound better, stick with the first one. Do not over-correct.

· If you are struggling between two choices, - go for shortest one that does not sound awkward and leaves no doubt.

Method for Sentence Correction.

1. Read the original sentence carefully if you find an error than cross the first choice A out and eliminate any other choices that repeat the original error. 

2. Scan the answer choices for differences that can help you zero in on what types of error are being tested. (look for 2:3 choices)

3. Eliminate the answer choice as soon as you find an error in it.

4. Make sure you read the selected choice back into sentence; if it makes sense, move on.
Critical Reasoning.

The four-step method

1. Read the question first 

2. Read the stimulus (read and paraphrasing as you go; get a sense of how strong or weak the argument is; identify the parts of the argument; read actively and critically)

3. Try to paraphrase an answer (sometimes you will know the answer even without looking at the answer choices or it will be easier to find it if you have a sense of what you are looking for)

4. Attack the answer choices. (If you could not come up with paraphrase, read and eliminate the answer choices. If you settled down on an answer and time allows than you may want to reread the question quickly to confirm.)

Evidence + (Assumption) => Conclusion

1. Assumption questions (spot key assumption and test using DENIAL TEST)

2. Strengthen and weaken questions ( spot key assumption and strengthen (weaken) it)
3. Flaw questions (evidence does not support the conclusion, find the answer that explains “why”)

4. Inference questions (entire passage is the evidence, form your conclusion; no assumption involved)

5. Explain questions (two or more contradictory facts, no argument; make sure you have a good gasp of the situation, than explain)

You don’t want to make an argument on behalf of an answer choice. If the connection between a choice and an argument is vague or tenuous, look elsewhere.
Reading Comprehension.

1. Attack the opening paragraph of the passage. Key is to be an active reader:

Think about what you’re reading; 

· paraphrasing the complicated parts; 

· determining the topic, scope and author’s purpose in writing this passage; 

· take a note of the tone of the passage;
· ask yourself questions about the passage;
2. Create a mental roadmap: 

· Try to get a general idea about what is covered in each paragraph and how the paragraph fits in overall structure of the passage.

· Jot some notes about each paragraph on the scratch paper.

3. Stop to sum up. 

· Take a few seconds to summarize your mental roadmap and paraphrase the main idea of the passage.

4. Attack questions: 

· read each question carefully (the wording is very tricky); 

· once you found answer to the question you generally should be able to find one answer choice that paraphrases what you found; 

· use elimination method to set the correct question;
“exclusively” – extreme word
Analysis of an Issue.
(Two, conflicting viewpoints; take one or the other. Argue your position, using specific examples. Support your point with evidence. If one point of view is expressed, focus on whenever you agree or disagree)
· There is no “correct” answer to any Issue question

· Adopt a position or point-of-view, on the issue. (Be sure to agree or disagree, to some extent, with the question’s statement.)

· Always acknowledge both sides of the issue. (Persuade the reader that, in spite of the apparent merits of other views, your position is the best one overall.)

· It’s okay to take a controversial stance on an issue, but avoid coming across as fanatical or extreme.

· Don’t try to cover every possible argument, rebuttal, and example. Choose the broadest, most persuasive, and most relevant ones.

· Strive to come across as a generalist, not a specialist. Don’t impress reader with your technical knowledge. Don’t try to be know-it-all.

· It’s okay to draw on personal experiences to support your position, but avoid relying too heavily on personal experience. 

Essay structure: essay should have separate “introductory” and “summary” paragraphs, as well as at least two “body” paragraphs in which you develop your position.
Introductory paragraph (2-4 Sentences):
· Articulate the issue at hand.

· Demonstrate that you understand the complexities of the issue. (i.e. by recognizing competing interests or various factors)

· State your position on the issue.

Whether ________________________________________________ depends on

___________________________________________. In my view, ___________.

First body paragraph (3-5 Sentences):
· State your “chief” reason (one only)

· Provide rationale and evidence to support it. (at least on or two examples from your personal experience, observations or readings)
The main reason for my view is __________________________________________

________________________. For example, ________________________________.

Also, ____________________. Finally, ____________________________________.

Second body paragraph (3-5 Sentences):
· State your “second” reason (one only)

· Provide rationale and evidence to support it.

· Optional: acknowledge a counterargument, and then respond to (rebut) it in a way that further supports your position. 
Another reason for my view is ________________________________. Specifically, 

__________________. Admittedly, ________________. However, _____________.

Optional third (or alternate) body paragraph (3-5 Sentences): 

· Acknowledge a different viewpoint or a counterargument
· Provide rationale and evidence to support it.

· Provide a rebuttal

Some might argue __________________________________. Yet ___________. Others might cite _____________________________________. However, ____.
Summary (Final) paragraph (2-3 Sentences):
· State the “thrust” or “essence” of your position

· Summarize briefly the main points from the body of your essay

In sum, I agree that __________________________. However, _____________; on balance, ___________________________________.
The writing method.
1. Digest the issue/argument (2 minutes)

2. Select the points you will make (5 minutes)

3. Organize (1 minute)

4. Write/type your essay (20 minutes)

5. Proofread your work (2 minutes)

Analyses of an Issue (take either side; if one point of view is expressed, focus on whenever you agree or disagree):

Step 1. (Digest the issue)

What’s the basic issue? Try to frame it as a question.

What do those in favour say?

What do those opposed say?

Are any phrases need some interpretation?

Step 2. (Select the points you will make)

	In favour

Arguments in favour (list).

In favour of the side we’ll advocate (list).

Reasons to favour (list).

Assumptions in favour (list).

Specific Examples.(list)


	Against

Arguments opposed (list).

Against the side we’ll advocate.(list)

Reasons to oppose (list).

Assumptions opposed (list).

Specific Examples.(list)




Map your side of argument; spot the main points of confliction viewpoints. (If one viewpoint is presented, imagine possible alternatives.)

Validate the assumptions in your argument by addressing and counter the arguments of other viewpoints.

Step 3, 4, 5. Organize, Write/Type and proofread your work.
Analysis of an Argument

(Critique the argument. Discuss whether you think it’s convincing or not and explain why. Spot weak links in the argument and offer constructive modifications that would strengthen them.)

Vital point to remember about Analysis of an Argument.

· The directive is exactly the same for every argument question.

· Focus strictly on important logical features of the argument. 

· You NOT to present your own view on the topic.

· Each argument has been intentionally “loaded” with flaws (fallacies) that you should acknowledge and discuss. 

· In a typical Argument you can find three or four distinct areas of critique.

The content of your Argument Essay:

· Analyze the argument’s line of reasoning and use of evidence.

· Evaluate the cogency (logical justification) of the argument.

· Support your critique with sound reasons and/or relevant examples.

· Discuss what is required to make the argument more persuasive and/or what would help you better evaluate its conclusion.

As you read the argument think of following:

· What is the conclusion of the argument?

· What reasons does the author offer in support of the conclusion?

· What assumptions does the author’s argument depend on? (think of at least one)

· Is the argument logically convincing? If “yes”, why is it convincing? If “no”, why isn’t it convincing?

· What additional information/evidence would strengthen the argument?
· What additional information/evidence would weaken the argument?
Reasoning Problems Appearing Frequently in GMAT Arguments

· Drawing a weak analogy between two things (argument assumes because two things are similar in certain respect they are similar in all respects)

· Confusing a cause-and-effect relationship with a mere correlation or temporal sequence

· Assuming that characteristics of a group apply to every member of that group

· Assuming that a certain condition is necessary (is argument provides the evidence that no other means of achieving the same result is available? It won’t!) and / or sufficient for a certain outcome ( is argument provides a strong evidence that the proposed course of action by itself would be sufficient to bring about the desired result? It won’t!).

· Relying on potentially unrepresentative statistical results.

· Relying on tainted (impure) results from a survey or poll (statistical data is insufficient or unrepresented; not credible and not unbiased)

· Assuming that all things remain unchanged over time

Essay structure: essay should have separate “introductory” and “summary” paragraphs, as well as at least two “body” paragraphs in which you develop your critique.
Introductory paragraph (2-4 Sentences):
· Briefly restate the argument

· Briefly trace the argument’s line of reasoning

· Indicate the extent to which the argument is logically convincing

The authors concludes that _________________________ because ____________. The author’s line of reasoning is that ___________________________. This argument is unconvincing for several reasons.

First & Second / Third body paragraph’s – your goal is to critique one of following (3-5 Sentences):

· The reasoning of the argument

· One of the premises of the argument

· One of the assumptions of the argument

1.

First of all, ________________ based upon the questionable assumption that ______. However, ___________________________________________________________. Moreover, ___________________________________________________________.
2.

Secondly, the author assumes that _________________________________. However _______________. It seems equally reasonable to assume that _________________.
3.
Finally, ___________________________ the author fails to consider ____________. For example, __________________. Because the author’s argument lacks ________.

Final Paragraph (2-4 Sentences)

· Summarize your critique of the argument

· Discuss how the argument could be improved or strengthened or what additional information is needed in order to properly evaluate the argument.

In conclusion, to convince me that _______________________, the author would have to provide evidence that __________________.  Without this additional evidence, I am not convinced that ______________________________________.

The writing method.
1. Digest the issue/argument (2 minutes)

2. Select the points you will make (5 minutes)

3. Organize (1 minute)

4. Write/type your essay (20 minutes)

5. Proofread your work (2 minutes)

Step 1. (Digest the argument)

Spot the topic and the scope of the argument.

Topic: ____________________________ .

Scope:____________________________ .
What is the conclusion: ______________________________________________ .

What is the evidence: ________________________________________________.

Note:   most arguments will be constructed in one of two ways: 

1. Conclusion because Evidence

2. Evidence therefore Conclusion
Sum this argument up in your own words:

Conclusion: ___________________________________________________.

Evidence: ____________________________________________________.

How does the argument use its evidence? _________________________.

Step 2. (Select the points you will make)
· Are there any assumptions-gaps between evidence and conclusion? (list)

· Under what circumstances these assumptions valid? (list)

· Is there anything relevant that’s not discussed? __________________________

· What would make the argument stronger or more valid?

Evidence verifying that 
_______________________

Evidence making it clear: 
_______________________

Evidence suggestion why: 
_______________________

Step 3, 4, 5. Organize, Write/Type and proofread your work.

Opening sentence: __________________________________________________

The argument says that : _____________________________________________

The argument assumes that: 
________________________________________

It could be improved by: 
________________________________________

Problem Solving
N.B. 

· If diagrams are labeled “not drawn to scale”, the unpredictability of the picture is often the key to the problem.

· Many GMAT Problem Solving questions invite you to misread them.

Strategies 

· Picking numbers – brute force. (use also negative numbers, fractions and zero)

· Backsolving (take the medium answer and put it back into the formula)

How to attack:
1. Read trough the whole question

2. Decide how much effort to put into the question

3. Choose the fastest approach to the question

4. Select an answer
Data Sufficiency

N.B.

· Diagrams accompanying problems may agree with information given in question but may not agree with additional information given in statements.
· The minute you see x^2 in Data Sufficiency expect a trap. (if x^2=25, than x= -5; +5)

· If one of statement variable has two values (i.e.-5;+5) and in the other statement the variable has two values (i.e. 0;-5), but statements just share one value (i.e. -5) than these statements are sufficient to answer the question

· For data sufficiency questions that ask for the value of a particular variable  the question is looking for one and only one value.
· “Yes” or “No” questions – you are looking for a definite or unambiguous “Yes” or “No”. If statement provides sufficient information, the answer almost always “Yes”. But solid “No” is adequate too.

Data Sufficiency answer choices.
(A) 
Statement (1) by itself is sufficient to answer the question, but statement (2) by itself is not.

(B) 
Statement (2) by itself is sufficient to answer the question, but statement (1) by itself is not.

(C) 
Statements (1) and (2) taken together are sufficient to answer the question, even neither statement by itself is sufficient.

(D) 
Either statement by itself is sufficient to answer the question.

(E) 
Statements (1) and (2) taken together are not sufficient to answer the question, requiring more data pertaining to the problem 
How to attack:
1. Focus on the question stem

2. Look at each statement separately.
3. Look at both statements in combination. ( this step only when both (1) and (2) are insufficient, this happens 40% time)
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