1. Historian: Newton developed mathematical concepts and techniques that are fundamental to modern calculus. Leibniz developed closely analogous concepts and techniques. It has traditionally been thought that these discoveries were independent. Researchers have, however, recently discovered notes of Leibniz’ that discuss one of Newton’s books on mathematics. Several scholars have argued that since the book includes a presentation of Newton’s calculus concepts and techniques, and since the notes were written before Leibniz’ own development of calculus concepts and techniques, it is virtually certain that the traditional view is false. A more cautious conclusion than this is called for, however. Leibniz’ notes are limited to early sections of Newton’s book, sections that precede the ones in which Newton’s calculus concepts and techniques are presented. 
In the historian’s reasoning, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 
A. The first provides evidence in support of the overall position that the historian defends; the second is evidence that has been used to support an opposing position. 
B. The first provides evidence in support of the overall position that the historian defends; the second is that position. 
C. The first provides evidence in support of an intermediate conclusion that is drawn to provide support for the overall position that the historian defends; the second provides evidence against that intermediate conclusion. 
D. The first is evidence that has been used to support a conclusion that the historian criticizes; the second is evidence offered in support of the historian’s own position. 
E. The first is evidence that has been used to support a conclusion that the historian criticizes; the second is further information that substantiates that evidence.
Answer: D (not confirmed)
2. Which of the following best completes the passage below? 
A primary factor in perpetuating the low salaries of women workers has been their segregation in the so-called pink-collar occupations, such as nursing, teaching, library science, and secretarial work. Partly because these jobs have traditionally been held by women, their salary levels have been depressed, and, despite increased attempts to unionize these workers in recent years, their pay continues to lag. Moreover, although a large percentage of women than ever before are now entering and remaining in the job market, most continue to gravitate toward the pink-collar fields, despite the lower salaries. It seems clear, therefore, that if the average salaries of women workers are to approach those of men, ______ 
(A) labor unions must redouble their efforts to improve the lot of working women 
(B) society’s perception of pink-collar jobs as less important and less demanding than other jobs must be changed 
(C) more men must be encouraged to enter fields traditionally occupied by women 
(D) the number of jobs in the pink-collar fields relative to the size of the work force as a whole must be markedly increased 
(E) more women must enter occupations other than those traditionally reserved for them
Answer: E

3. Every political philosopher of the early twentieth century who was either a socialist or a communist was influenced by Rosa Luxemburg. No one who was influenced by Rosa Luxemburg advocated a totalitarian state. 
If the statements above are true, which one of the following must on the basis of them also is true? 
(A) No early-twentieth-century socialist political philosopher advocated a totalitarian state. 
(B) Every early-twentieth-century political philosopher who did not advocate a totalitarian state was influenced by Rosa Luxemburg. 
(C) Rosa Luxemburg was the only person to influence every early-twentieth-century political philosopher who was either socialist or communist. 
(D) Every early-twentieth-century political philosopher who was influenced by Rosa Luxemburg and was not a socialist was a communist. 
(E) Every early-twentieth-century political philosopher who did not advocate a totalitarian state was either socialist or communist.
Answer: A

4. Some environmentalists question the prudence of exploiting features of the environment, arguing that 
there are no economic benefits to be gained from forests, mountains, or wetlands that no longer exist. 
Many environmentalists claim that because nature has intrinsic value it would be wrong to destroy such 
features of the environment, even if the economic costs of doing so were outweighed by the economic 
costs of not doing so. 

Which one of the following can be logically inferred from the passage? 
(A) It is economically imprudent to exploit features of the environment. 
(B) Some environmentalists appeal to a noneconomic justification in questioning the defensibility of exploiting features of the environment. 
(C) Most environmentalists appeal to economic reasons in questioning the defensibility of exploiting features of the environment. 
(D) Many environmentalists provide only a noneconomic justification in questioning the defensibility of exploiting features of the environment. 
(E) Even if there is no economic reason for protecting the environment, there is a sound noneconomic justification for doing so.
Answer: B

Explanation: the justification advanced by "many environmentalists" in the last sentence is clearly non-economic, since it runs directly counter to economic principles (quote: ... even if the economic costs of doing so were outweighed by the economic costs of not doing so).

i'll explain why C and D are wrong. 

(c) While there is an economic justification in the passage - specifically, the justification mentioned in the first sentence - this justification is limited to SOME environmentalists. this choice is wrong, then, since it claims "most" and is thus overreaching. 
(d) This choice is wrong because of the "only". 
The passage claims that certain environmentalists have advanced a non-economic justification, but never says that this is the ONLY justification advanced by those environmentalists. 
In fact, note that, REGARDLESS OF THE QUESTION, this CANNOT be the correct answer IF (b) is also an available option. (reason: if (d) is true, then (b) MUST also be true, since it's a weaker claim about the same thing. therefore, if (d) is true, then (b) is a fortiori also true. since you can't have two correct answers, (d) can't possibly be correct.)

5. Economist: In the interaction between producers and consumers, the only obligation that all parties have to act in the best interests of their own side. And distribution of information about product defects is in the best interests of the consumer, So consumers are always obligated to report product defects they discover, while producers are never obligated to reveal them. 

Which one of the following is an assumption required by the economist's argument? 
A. It is never in the best interests of producers for a producer to reveal a product defect. 
B. No one expects producers to act in a manner counter to their own best interests. 
C. Any product defect is likely to be discovered by consumer 
D. A product defect is more likely to be discovered by a consumer than by a producer 
E. The best interests of consumers never coincide with the best interests of producers
Answer: A

Explanation: 

Argument:In the interaction between producers and consumers, the only obligation that all parties have to act in the best interests of their own side. 
Conclusion : So consumers are always obligated to report product defects they discover, while producers are never obligated to reveal them. 
Assumption : It is never in the best interests of producers for a producer to reveal a product defect.

6. The workers at Bell Manufacturing will shortly go on strike unless the management increases their wages. As Bell’s president is well aware, however, in order to increase the worker’s wages, Bell would have to sell off some of its subsidiaries. So, some of Bell’s subsidiaries will be sold. 


The conclusion above is properly drawn if which one of the following is assumed? 
(A) Bell Manufacturing will begin to suffer increased losses. 
(B) Bell’s management will refuse to increase its worker’s wages. 
(C) The workers at Bell Manufacturing will not be going on strike. 
(D) Bell’s president has the authority to offer the workers their desired wage increase. 
(E) Bell’s workers will not accept a package of improved benefits in place of their desired wage increase.
Answer: C

7. Advertisement: Anyone who exercises knows from firsthand experience that exercise leads to better performance of such physical organs as the heart and lungs, as well as to improvement in muscle tone. And since your brain is a physical organ, your actions can improve its performance, too. Act now. Subscribe to Stimulus: read the magazine that exercises your brain. 


The Advertisement employs which one of the following argumentative strategies? 
(A) It cites experimental evidence that subscribing to the product being advertised has desirable consequences. 
(B) It ridicules people who do not subscribe to Stimulus by suggesting that they do not believe that exercise will improve brain capacity. 
(C) It explains the process by which the product being advertised brings about the result claimed for its use. 
(D) It supports its recommendation by a careful analysis of the concept of exercise. 
(E) It implies that brains and muscle are similar in one respect because they are similar in another respect.

Answer: E

Explanation: since the ad states that working out your brain will improve your brain much in the same way that working out your physical organs improve their performance
8. When Alicia Green borrowed a neighbor’s car without permission, the police merely gave her a warning. However, when Peter Foster did the same thing, he was charged with automobile theft. Peter came to the attention of the police because the car he was driving was hit by a speeding taxi. Alicia was stopped because the car she was driving had defective taillights. It is true that the car Peter took got damaged and the car Alicia took did not, but since it was the taxi that caused the damage this difference was not due to any difference in the blameworthiness of their behavior. Therefore, Alicia should also have been charged with automobile theft. 

If all of the claims offered in support of the conclusion are accurate, each of the following could be true EXCEPT: 
(A) The interests of justice would have been better served if the police had released Peter Foster with a warning. 
(B) Alicia Green had never before driven a car belonging to someone else without first securing the owner’s permission. 
(C) Peter Foster was hit by the taxi while he was running a red light, whereas Alicia Green drove with extra care to avoid drawing the attention of the police to the car she had taken. 
(D) Alicia Green barely missed hitting a pedestrian when she sped through a red light ten minutes before she was stopped by the police for driving a car that had defective taillights. 
(E) Peter Foster had been cited for speeding twice in the preceding month, whereas Alicia Green had never been cited for a traffic violation.

Answer: C

Explanation: The part of the argument that's important is: but since it was the taxi that caused the damage this difference was not due to any difference in the blameworthiness of their behavior.. This part of the argument states that neither driver was at fault or to blame. However, choice C states that Peter ran a red light, which would imply that he was at least partially to blame.
9. Under the influence of today’s computer-oriented culture, publishing for children has taken on a flashy new look that emphasizes illustrations and graphic design; the resulting lack of substance leads to books that are short-lived items covering mainly trendy subjects. The changes also include more humorous content, simplification of difficult material, and a narrower focus on specific topics.

Which one of the following is most strongly supported by the information above?

A. The inclusion of humorous material and a narrower focus detract from the substance of a children’s book.

B. The substance of a children’s book is important to its longevity.

C. Children of the computer generation cannot concentrate on long, unbroken sections of prose.

D. Children judge books primarily on the basis of graphic design.

E. The lack of substance of a children’s book is unlikely to be important to its popularity.

Answer: B
Explanation: The prompt says that "the resulting lack of substance leads to books that are short-lived." If lack of substance leads to lack of longevity, then we can conclude that substance is necessary for longevity.
10. Further evidence of a connection between brain physiology and psychological states has recently been uncovered in the form of a correlation between electroencephalograph patterns and characteristic moods. A study showed that participants who suffered from clinical depression exhibited less left frontal lobe activity than right, while, conversely, characteristically good-natured participants exhibited greater left lobe activity. Thus one’s general disposition is a result of the activity of one’s frontal lobe.
Each of the following, if true, weakens the argument EXCEPT:

A. Many drugs prescribed to combat clinical depression act by causing increased left lobe activity.

B. Excessive sleep, a typical consequence of clinical depression, is known to suppress left lobe activity.

C. Frontal lobe activity is not subject to variation the way general disposition is.

D. Earlier studies indicated that frontal lobe activity and emotive states are both caused by activity in the brain’s limbic activity.

E. Social interaction of the kind not engaged in by most clinically depressed people is known to stimulate left lobe activity.
Answer: A 
Explanation: The author is assuming because low left lobe levels and depression are correlated, the former causes the latter. We can weaken this causal relationship by establishing that 1) Depression causes a loss of left lobe activity (b, e), 2) Some other root cause is responsible for both effects (d), or 3) the findings are simply coincidence and the relationship isn't reliable (c). A, meanwhile, indicates that depression can be fought by raising left-lobe levels, strengthening the conclusion that lobe levels control disposition.

11. We ought to pay attention only to the intrinsic properties of a work of art. Its other, extrinsic properties are irrelevant to our aesthetic interactions with it. For example, when we look at a painting we should consider only what is directly presented in our experience of it. What is really aesthetically relevant, therefore, is not what a painting symbolizes, but what it directly presents to experience.
The conclusion follows logically if which one of the following is added to the premises?

A. What an art work symbolizes involves only extrinsic properties of that work.

B. There are certain properties of our experiences of artworks that can be distinguished as symbolic properties.

C. Only an artwork’s intrinsic properties are relevant to our aesthetic interactions with it.

D. It is possible in theory for an artwork to symbolize nothing.

E. An intrinsic property of an artwork is one that related the work to itself.

Answer: A 
Explanation: The authors conclusion is that what is important to a painting is what it presents to experience rather than what it symbolizes (we know this by the keyword therefore). His evidence is that extrinsic properties are unimportant, and intrinsic properties are the key. 
Because he's shifting from irrelevant extrinsic properties in his evidence to irrelevant symbolism in his conclusion, it MUST be true the symbolism is extrinsic; if any symbolism is intrinsic, then his logic is flawed.
12. The Board of Trustees of the Federici Art Museum has decided to sell some works from its collection in order to raise the funds necessary to refurbish its galleries. Although this may seem like a drastic remedy, the curator had long maintained that among the paintings that the late Ms. Federici collected for the museum were several unsuccessful immature works by Renoir and Cezanne that should be sold because they are of inferior quality and so add nothing to the overall quality of the museum’s collection. Hence, the board’s action will not detract from the museum’s collection. 

Which one of the following, if true, most weaken the argument? 
(A) The directors of an art museum can generally raise funds for refurbishing the building in which the museum’s collection is housed by means other than selling parts of its collection. 
(B) The quality of an art collection is determined not just by the quality of its paintings, but by what development of the artistic talent and ideas of the artists represented. 
(C) The immature woks by Renoir and Cezanne that were purchased by Ms. Federici were at that time thought by some critics to be unimportant juvenile works. 
(D) Those people who speculate in art by purchasing artworks merely to sell them at much higher prices welcome inflation in the art market, but curators of art museum regret the inflation in the art market. 
(E) The best work of a great artist demands much higher prices in the art market than the worst work of that same artist.
Answer: B

13. In a certain municipality, a judge overturned a suspect’s conviction for possession of an illegal weapon. The suspect had fled upon seeing police and subsequently discarded the illegal weapon after the police gave chase. The judge reasoned as follows: the only cause for the police giving chase was the suspect’s flight; by itself, flight from the police does not create a reasonable suspicion of a criminal act; evidence collected during an illegal chase is inadmissible; therefore, the evidence in this case was inadmissible. 


Which one of the following principles, if valid, most helps to justify the judge’s decision that the evidence was inadmissible? 
(A) Flight from the police could create a reasonable suspicion of a criminal act as long as other significant factors are involved. 
(B) People can legally flee from the police only when those people are not involved in a criminal act at the time. 
(C) Police can legally give chase to a person only when the person’s actions have created a reasonable suspicion of a criminal act. 
(D) Flight from the police should not itself be considered a criminal act. 
(E) In all cases in which a person’s actions have created a reasonable suspicion of a criminal act, police can legally give chase to that person
Answer: C

Explanation: Because the judge concludes the evidence is inadmissible due to the illegal chase. And the chase is illegal (according to the judge) because there were no grounds for reasonable suspicion. Again, by designating it an illegal chase, the judge must believe that police can legally give chase only when reasonable suspicion has been established. In logical terms, this is the contra-positive to the judge's initial statement.

14. Anthropologist: Violence is an extreme form of aggression, and is distinct from the self-expression sufficient for survival under normal conditions. Human beings in certain situations react to unpleasant stimuli with violence but only because they are conditioned by their culture to react in this manner. 


Each of the following can be logically inferred from the anthropologist’s statements EXCEPT: 
(A) Not all aggression is violent. 
(B) The self-expression required for survival is generally nonaggressive. 
(C) Some behaviors are influenced by the cultures in which human beings live. 
(D) In normal circumstance, human beings can survive by responding nonviolently. 
(E) Violent behavior is a product of one’s cultural environment.

Answer: B

15. Commissioner: I have been incorrectly criticized for having made my decision on the power plant issue prematurely. I based my decision on the report prepared by the neighborhood association and although I have not studied it thoroughly, I am sure that the information it contains is accurate. Moreover, you may recall that when I received input from the neighborhood association on jail relocation, I agreed with its recommendation. 


The commissioner’s argument is LEAST vulnerable to which one of the following criticism? 
(A) It takes for granted that the association’s information is not distorted by bias. 
(B) It draws a conclusion about the recommendations of the association from incomplete recollections. 
(C) It takes for granted that the association’s report is the only direct evidence that needed to be considered. 
(D) It hastily concludes that the association’s report is accurate without having studied it in detail. 
(E) It takes for granted that agreeing with the associations past recommendation helps justify agreeing with its current recommendation

Answer: B

Explanation: the commissioner's conclusion on the recommendation is based on the trust he has on its accuracy => the commissioner cannot be faulted for incomplete recollections (spotty memory) 
All other options are valid criticisms that can be made on the commissioner’s argument.

16. A reason Larson cannot do the assignment is that she has an unavoidable scheduling conflict. On the other 
hand, a reason Franks cannot do the assignment is that he does not quite have the assertiveness the task 
requires. So, the task must be assigned to Parker, the only supervisor in the shipping department other than 
Larson and Franks. 


The argument depends on assuming which one of the following? 
(A) Larson has the assertiveness the task requires. 

(B) The task cannot be assigned to anyone other than a supervisor in the shipping department. 
(C) Franks would be assigned the task if Franks had the assertiveness the task requires. 
(D) The task cannot be assigned to anyone who has any kind of scheduling conflict. 
(E) No one who is not a supervisor in the shipping department has the assertiveness this task requires.
Answer: D

17. Philosopher: The rational pursuit of happiness is quite different from always doing what one most strongly desires to do. This is because the rational pursuit of happiness must include consideration of long-term consequences, whereas our desires are usually focused on the short term. Moreover, desires are sometimes compulsions, and while ordinary desires result in at least momentary happiness when their goals are attained, compulsions strongly drive a person to pursue goals that offer no happiness even when reached. 

If all of the philosopher's statements are true, each of the following could be true EXCEPT: 
(A) the majority of people do not have compulsions. 
(B) Attaining the goal of any desire results in momentary happiness. 
(C) Most people do not pursue happiness rationally. 
(D) Most people want more than their own personal happiness. 
(E) All actions have long-term consequences.
Answer: B

Explanation: B says “Attaining the goal of any desire results in momentary happiness”
while the premise says 'desires are sometimes compulsions' 
So B can be put as “Attaining the goal of any compulsion results in momentary happiness”
This negates another premise that says compulsions strongly drive a person to pursue goals that offer no happiness even when reached

18. Anger in response to insults is unreasonable, for insults are merely assertions that someone has undesirable characteristics. If such an assertion is false, the insulted party ought to pity the ignorance prompting the insult. If it is true, the insulted party should be grateful for such useful information.
Which one of the following, if assumed, enables the argument’s conclusion to be properly drawn?

A. Actions prompted by ignorance do not warrant hostile reactions.

B. Anger is an unreasonable response to useful information.

C. Anger is an unreasonable response to any action that should prompt pity or gratitude.

D. Gratitude and pity are reasonable responses to some forms of hostile or insensitive behavior.

E. Pity is the only reasonable reaction to people with undesirable characteristics.

Answer: C

Explanation: 
insult ---------> Anger 
insult = assertion of bad character 
if assertion = false ==> pity/ignorance 
if assertion = true ==> grateful/useful info 
so either one should be pitiful or grateful for insult... 
Hence C

19. The city government should invest surplus funds in improving the city's transportation network. Most of the network was put in place at a time when the city was much smaller in both area and population. The subway system is outdated and understaffed. The buses rarely run on schedule and their routes are inconvenient. If the city does not make changes soon to the network, it will see many of its prized industries relocate to more convenient cities and, as a result, the city's financial health will be jeopardized. 

In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
A. The first is an explanation of a current state of affairs; the second is a prediction based on that state of affairs. 
B. The first is a statement of fact in opposition to the author's conclusion; the second is that conclusion. 
C. The first emphasizes an existing problem; the second offers a proposal to solve that problem. 
D. The first is information the author suggests has been overlooked in the situation at hand; the second describes that situation. 
E. The first is a justification of an impending problem; the second describes the consequences of that problem.
Answer: A

20. Teacher: Journalists who conceal the identity of the sources they quote stake their professional reputations on what may be called the logic of anecdotes. This is so because the statements reported by such journalists are dissociated from the precise circumstances in which they were made and thus will be accepted for publication only if the statements are high in plausibility or originality or interest to a given audience-precisely the properties of a good anecdote. 
Student: But what you are saying, then, is that the journalist need not bother with sources in the first place. Surely, any reasonably resourceful journalist can invent plausible, original, or interesting stories faster than they can be obtained from unidentified sources. 

I. The student's response contains which one of the following reasoning flaws? 
(A) confusing a marginal journalistic practice with the primary work done by journalists 
(B) ignoring the possibility that the teacher regards as a prerequisite for the publication of an unattributed statement that the statement have actually been made 
(C) confusing the characteristics of reported statements with the characteristics of the situations in which the statements were made 
(D) judging the merits of the teacher's position solely by the most extreme case to which the position applies 
(E) falsely concluding that if three criteria, met jointly, assure an outcome, then each criterion, met individually, also assures that outcome 

Answer: B
Explanation: the student assumes that the journalist can reproduce a anecdote without having to gather statements from a source and make it believable. However the student doesn't take into account that the reported statements (which result in an anecdote) could be a product of the circumstances in which they are given (via a source). So without a source, you don't get the reported statements thus you cannot produce the anecdote.

II. Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the teacher's argument? 
(A) A journalist undermines his or her own professional standing by submitting for publication statements that, not being attributed to a named source, are rejected for being implausible, unoriginal, or dull. 
(B) Statements that are attributed to a fully identified source make up the majority of reported statements included by journalists in stories submitted for publication. 
(C) Reported statements that are highly original will often seem implausible unless submitted by a journalist who is known for solid, reliable work. 
(D) Reputable journalists sometimes do not conceal the identity of their sources from their publishers but insist that the identity of those sources be concealed from the public. 
(E) Journalists who have special access to sources whose identity they must conceal are greatly valued by their publishers.
Answer: A

Explanation: Teacher's argument is 
what reporter do such as conceal the identity is not important. Because statements reported by such journalists are dissociated from the precise circumstances and will be publish only if the statements are high in plausibility or originality or interest to a given audience. 
A strengthen the later part of argument.
21. Fares on the city-run public buses in Greenville are subsidized by city tax revenues, but among the beneficiaries of the low fares are many people who commute from outside the city to jobs in Greenville. Some city councilors argue that city taxes should be used primarily to benefit the people who pay them, and therefore that bus fares should be raised enough to cover the cost of the service.
Each of the following, if true, would weaken the argument advanced by the city councilors EXCEPT:

A. Many businesses whose presence in the city is beneficial to the city’s taxpayers would relocate outside the city if public-transit fares were more expensive.

B. By providing commuters with economic incentives to drive to work, higher transit fares would worsen air pollution in Greenville and increase the cost of maintaining the city’s streets.

C. Increasing transit fares would disadvantage those residents of the city whose law incomes make them exempt from city taxes, and all city councilors agree that these residents should be able to take advantage of city-run services.

D. Voters in the city, many of whom benefit from the low transit fares, are strongly opposed to increasing local taxes.

E. People how work in Greenville and earn wages above the nationally mandated minimum all pay the city wage tax of 5 percent.

Answer: D

Explanation: The issue here isn't an increase in local taxes. The councilors simply want to 
discontinue using city taxes to subsidize the bus system, and make up for the lost money by raising the bus fare. This, by itself, doesn't imply that city taxes will go up, so the fact that city voters oppose a potential tax hike (big surprise there) has no bearing on the argument.
22. Government Official: Clearly, censorship exists if we, as citizens, are not allowed to communicate what we are ready to communicate at our own expense or if other citizens are not permitted access to our communications at their own expense. Public unwillingness to provide funds for certain kinds of scientific, scholarly, or artistic activities cannot, therefore, be described as censorship.
The flawed reasoning in the government official’s argument is most parallel to that in which one of the following?

A. All actions that cause unnecessary harm to others are unjust; so if a just action causes harm to others, that action must be necessary.

B. Since there is more to good manners than simply using polite forms of address, it is not possible to say on first meeting a person whether or not that person has good manners.

C. Acrophobia, usually defined as a morbid fear of heights, can also mean a morbid fear of sharp objects. Since both fears have the same name, they undoubtedly have the same origin.

D. There is no doubt that a deed is heroic if the doer risks his or her own life to benefit another person. Thus an action is not heroic if the only thing it endangers is the reputation of the doer.

E. Perception of beauty in an object is determined by past and present influences on the mind of the beholder. Thus no object can be called beautiful, since not everyone will see beauty in it,

Answer: D

Explanation: Key to solve questions of these forms is to separate the premise and the conclusion and look at the way how the author arrives to the conclusion.

23. The Japanese haiku is defined as a poem of three lines with five syllables in the first line, seven syllables in the second line, and five syllables in the third line. English poets tend to ignore this fact. Disregarding syllable count, they generally call any three-line English poem with a “haiku feel” a haiku. This demonstrates that English poets have little respect for foreign traditions, even those from which some of their own poetry derives.
The reasoning is flawed because it

A. Confuses matters of objective fact with matters of subjective feeling

B. Draws a conclusion that is broader in scope than is warranted by the evidence advanced

C. Relies on stereotypes instead of presenting evidence

D. Overlooks the possibility that the case it cites is not unique

E. Fails to acknowledge that ignoring something implies a negative judgment about that thing

Answer: B

Explanation: premise: how English poets classify poems as haiku (Japanese tradition) poems. 
Conclusion: English poets disregard foreign tradition. 
=>the conclusion makes a sweeping generalization. B fits in fine 

24. A physician who is too thorough in conducting a medical checkup is likely to subject the patient to the discomfort and expense of unnecessary tests. One who is not thorough enough is likely to miss some serious problem and therefore give the patient a false sense of security. It is difficult for physicians to judge exactly how thorough they should be. Therefore, it is generally unwise for patients to have medical checkups when they do not feel ill.
Which one of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the argument in the passage?

A. Some serious diseases in their early stages have symptoms that physicians can readily detect, although patients are not aware of any problem.

B. Under the pressure of reduced reimbursements, physicians have been reducing the average amount of time they spend on each medical checkup.

C. Patients not medically trained are unable to judge for themselves what degree of thoroughness is appropriate for physicians in conducting medical checkups.

D. Many people are financially unable to afford regular medical checkups.

E. Some physicians sometimes exercise exactly the right degree of thoroughness in performing a medical checkup.

Answer: A
Explanation: If the patients are not aware of any problem and don't feel ill, physicians can definitely discover the symptoms of the serious disease at its early stage. This weakens the conclusion
25. There is relatively little room for growth in the overall carpet market, which is tied to the size of the population. Most who purchase carpet do so only once or twice, first in their twenties or thirties, and then perhaps again in their fifties or sixties. Thus as the population ages, companies producing carpet will be able to gain market share in the carpet market only through purchasing competitors, and not through more aggressive marketing.
Which one of the following, if true, casts the most doubt on the conclusion above?

A. Most of the major carpet producers market other floor coverings as well.

B. Most established carpet producers market several different brand names and varieties, and there is no remaining niche in the market for new brands to fill.

C. Two of the three mergers in the industry’s last ten years led to a decline in profits and revenues for the newly merged companies.

D. Price reductions, achieved by cost-cutting in production, by some of the dominant firms in the carpet market are causing other producers to leave the market altogether.

E. The carpet market is unlike most markets in that consumers are becoming increasingly resistant to new patterns and styles.

Answer: D

Explanation: D gives an alternate way of increasing market share

26. Some flowering plant species, entirely dependent on bees for pollination, lure their pollinators with abundant nectar and pollen, which are the only source of food for bees. Often the pollinating species is so highly adapted that it can feed from – and thus pollinate – only a single species of plant. Similarly, some plant species have evolved flowers that only a single species of bee can pollinate – an arrangement that places the plant species at great risk of extinction. If careless applications of pesticides destroy the pollinating bee species, the plant species itself can no longer reproduce.
The information above, if true, most strongly supports which one of the following?

A. The earliest species of flowering plants appeared on Earth contemporaneously with the earliest bee species.

B. If the sole pollinator of a certain plant species is in no danger of extinction, the plant species it pollinates is also unlikely to become extinct.

C. Some bees are able to gather pollen and nectar from any species of plant.

D. The blossoms of most species of flowering plants attract some species of bees and do not attract others.

E. The total destruction of the habitat of some plant species could cause some bee species to become extinct.

Answer: E
Explanation: E states that the total destruction of some plant species could cause some bee species to become extinct. This is the right answer as in the argument some pollinating species can feed only from a sole class of plants. Thus the extinction of such plants will probably cause the extinction of pollinating species. 

B confuses necessity and sufficiency. While the "sole pollinator" species may be necessary to the plant's survival, it's not necessarily sufficient to guarantee its survival. The bees could be alive and well but some other factor, like a drought, for example, could still kill the flowers
27. In the Centerville Botanical Gardens, all tulip trees are older than any maples. A majority, but not all, of the garden’s sycamores are older than any of its maples. All the garden’s maples are older than any of its dogwoods.
If the statements above are true, which one of the following must also be true of trees in the Centerville Botanical Gardens?

A. Some dogwoods are as old as the youngest tulip trees.
B. Some dogwoods are as old as the youngest sycamores.
C. Some sycamores are not as older as the oldest dogwoods.
D. Some tulip trees are not as old as the oldest sycamores.
E. Some sycamores are not as old as the youngest tulip trees.
Answer: E
Explanation: We know: 
tulips > maples 
some sycamores > maples 
maples > some sycamores 
all maples > dogwoods 

so we know 
tulips / [some] sycamores > maples > dogwoods / [some] sycamores 
Important: We have no info on the relation of tulips to sycamores or dogwoods to sycamores. 

A) This is impossible. If all tulips are older than maples and all dogwoods are younger than maples, no dogwoods could be as old as tulip trees. Eliminate. 
B) This is possible but we are looking for a must be true. The oldest dogwood could be 1 year old and the youngest sycamore 6 years old, and we could still fulfill the terms of the question. Eliminate. 
C) Again, this is possible, but it doesn't need to be true to fulfill the terms of the problem. Eliminate. 
D) Once again, this is possible. Some tulip trees could be younger than the oldest sycamore, we have no info as to the relation between tulips and sycamores. But it is equally possible that all tulip trees are older than the oldest sycamore. Eliminate. 
E) This is the only one that must be true. Since the youngest tulip trees are still older than maple trees, and there are some sycamores that are younger than maple trees, this condition must be true according to the passage.

28. Since Mayor Drabble always repays her political debts as soon as possible, she will almost certainly appoint Lee to be the new head of the arts commission. Lee has wanted that job for a long time, and Drabble owes Lee a lot for his support in the last election.
Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. Mayor Drabble has no political debt that is both of longer standing than the one she owes to Lee and could as suitably be repaid by an appointment to be the new head of the arts commission.
B. There is no one to whom Mayor Drabble owes a greater political debt for support in the last election than the political debt she owes to Lee.
C. Lee is the only person to whom Mayor Drabble owes a political debt who would be willing to accept an appointment from her as the new head of the arts commission.
D. Whether Lee is qualified to head the arts commission is irrelevant to Mayor Drabble’s decision
E. The only way that Mayor Drabble can adequately repay her political debt to Lee is by appointing him to head the arts commission.
Answer: A
29. When glass products are made from recycled glass, the resulting products can be equal in quality to glass products made from quartz sand, the usual raw material. When plastics are recycled, however, the result is inevitably a plastic of a lower grade than the plastic from which it is derived. Moreover, no applications have been found for grades of plastic that are lower than the currently lowest commercial grade.
Which one of the following is a conclusion that can be properly drawn from the statements above?

A. Products cannot presently be made out of plastic recycled entirely from the currently lowest commercial grade.
B. It is impossible to make glass products from recycled glass that is equal in quality to the best glass products made from the usual raw material.
C. Glass products made from recycled glass are less expensive than comparable products made from quartz sand.
D. Unless recycled plastic bears some symbol revealing its origin, not even materials scientists can distinguish it from virgin plastic.
E. The difference in quality between different grades of glass is not as great as that between different grades of plastic.
Answer: A

30. A company plans to develop a prototype weeding machine that uses cutting blades with optical sensors and microprocessors that distinguish weeds from crop plants by differences in shade of color. The inventor of the machine claims that it will reduce labor costs by virtually eliminating the need for manual weeding. 

Which of the following is a consideration in favor of the company's implementing its plan to develop the prototype? 
A. There is a considerable degree of variation in shade of color between weeds of different species. 
B. The shade of color of some plants tends to change appreciably over the course of their growing season. 
C. When crops are weeded manually, overall size and leaf shape are taken into account in distinguishing crop plants from weeds. 
D. Selection and genetic manipulation allow plants of virtually any species to be economically bred to have a distinctive shade of color without altering their other characteristics. 
E. Farm laborers who are responsible for the manual weeding of crops carry out other agricultural duties at times in the growing season when extensive weeding is not necessary.
Answer: D
Explanation: If this were true, even if the plant and weed have same color, plant can be modified to have a different color and thus enable the use of prototype.
31. All actors are exuberant people and all exuberant people are extroverts, but nevertheless it is true that some shy people are actors.
If the statements above are true, each of the following must also be true EXCEPT:

A. Some shy people are extroverts.
B. Some shy extroverts are not actors.
C. Some exuberant people who are actors are shy.
D. All people who are not extroverts are not actors.
E. Some extroverts are shy.
Answer: B
32. Frieda: Lightening causes fires and damages electronic equipment. Since lightening rods can prevent any major damage, every building should have one.
Erik: Your recommendation is pointless. It is true that lightning occasionally causes fires, but faulty wiring and overloaded circuits cause far more fires and damage to equipment than lightening does.

Erik’s response fails to establish that Frieda’s recommendation should not be acted on because his response

A. Does not show that the benefits that would follow from Frieda’s recommendation would be offset by any disadvantages.
B. Does not offer any additional way of lessening the risk associated with lightening.
C. Appeals to Frieda’s emotions rather than to her reason.
D. Introduces an irrelevant comparison between overloaded circuits and faulty wiring
E. Confuses the notion of preventing damage with that of causing inconvenience.
Answer: A
Explanation: Erik's response simply sidesteps Frieda's reasoning, accepting the fact that lightning causes fires, but saying that other things cause a lot of fires, too. That's hardly a reason for not doing something about the lightning damage. Erik's problem is that he gives absolutely no reason for not following

Now why B is wrong: 
It's true that Erik fails to offer any additional way of combating lightning damage, but that's not the point. Even if he did have other ideas, that wouldn't indicate that Frieda's recommendation also shouldn't be acted on.

33. Household indebtedness, which some theorists regard as causing recession, was high preceding the recent recession, but so was the value of assets owned by households. Admittedly, if most of the assets were owned by quite affluent households, and most of the debt was owed by low-income households, high household debt levels could have been the cause of the recession despite high asset values: low-income households might have decreased spending in order to pay off debts while quite affluent ones might simply have failed to increase spending. But, in fact, quite affluent people must have owed most of the household debt, since money is not lent to those without assets. Therefore, the real cause must lie elsewhere.
The argument is structured to lead to which one of the following conclusions?

A. High levels of household debt did not cause the recent recession.

B. Low-income households succeeded in paying off their debts despite the recent recession.

C. Affluent people probably increased their spending levels during the recent recession.

D. High levels of household debt have little impact on the economy.

E. When people borrowed money prior to the recent recession, they did not use it to purchase assets.

Answer: A
Explanation: The author begins by stating the theory that household indebtedness causes recession, and then examines whether that theory applies to "the recent recession." He considers a hypothetical scenario in which the theory might apply, but then says that this scenario did not obtain during the recent recession. His conclusion is that the theory doesn't apply: 
Household indebtedness was not the cause of the recent recession.
34. Government-subsidized insurance available to homeowners makes it feasible for anyone to build a house on a section of coastline regularly struck by hurricanes. Each major storm causes billions of dollars worth of damage in such coastal areas, after which owners who have insurance are able to collect an amount of money sufficient to recoup a high percentage of their losses.
The passage provides the most support for an argument against a government bill proposing 

A. That power companies be required to bury power lines in areas of the coastline regularly struck by hurricanes.

B. An increase in funding of weather service programs that provides a hurricane watch and warning system for coastal areas.

C. Renewal of federal funding for emergency life-support programs in hurricane-stricken areas.

D. Establishment of an agency committed to managing coastal lands in ecologically responsible ways.

E. Establishment of a contingency fund protecting owners of uninsured houses in the coastal areas from catastrophic losses due to the hurricane damage.

Answer: E
35. Jane: According to an article in this newsmagazine, children’s hand-eye coordination suffers when they spend a great amount of time watching television. Therefore, we must restrict the amount of time Jacqueline and Mildred are allowed to watch television.
Alan: Rubbish! The article says that only children under three are affected in that way. Jacqueline is ten and Mildred is eight. Therefore, we need not restrict their television viewing.

Alan’s argument against Jane’s conclusion makes which one of the following errors in reasoning?

A. It relies on the same source that Jane cited in support of her conclusion.

B. It confuses undermining an argument in support of a given conclusion with showing that the conclusion itself is false.

C. It does not address the main point of Jane’s argument and focuses instead on a side issue.

D. It makes an irrelevant appeal to an authority.

E. It fails to distinguish the consequences of a certain practice from the causes of the practice.

Answer: B
Explanation: Jane's argument is certainly undermined- that is, the link between evidence and conclusion is weakened if not outright severed -when Alan shows that her evidence (the article about infants under 3) is inapplicable to their older kids. Certainly, the article isn't adequate evidence for the conclusion that these kids' TV viewing should be restricted. Nevertheless, the conclusion itself could still be true - it still could be a good idea to restrict Jacqueline and Mildred's TV, albeit for different reasons - yet Alan denies that.

36. For similar cars and drivers, automobile insurance for collision damage has always cost more in Greatport than in Fairmont. Police studies, however, show that cars owned by Greatport residents are, on average, slightly less likely to be involved in a collision than cars in Fairmont. Clearly, therefore, insurance companies are making a greater profit on collision-damage insurance in Greatport than in Fairmont. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
A. Repairing typical collision damage does not cost more in Greatport than in Fairmont. 
B. There are no more motorists in Greatport than in Fairmont. 
C. Greatport residents who have been in a collision are more likely to report it to their insurance company than Fairmont residents are. 
D. Fairmont and Greatport are the cities with the highest collision-damage insurance rates. 
E. The insurance companies were already aware of the difference in the likelihood of collisions before the publication of the police reports.

Answer: A
Explanation: If collision insurance costs more in Greatport, then collision damage either costs more to repair or the argument's conclusion is correct. Thus, the argument must assume that repair costs are NOT higher in Greatport than in Fairmont.

Why other options are wrong : 
The absolute number of motorists in either city doesn't matter, since insurance premiums amount to an average of the amount that the insurance companies pay for collison repair for all their accident-prone customers, plus the companies' profits. From this relationship, we can see that there are only two ways (or a combination, thereof) that can account for higher insurance premiums in one city relative to the other. Either the cost of repair is higher in one city (insurance companies have to pay out more to cover their liabilities) or the insurance companies' profits are higher in that city. The former is a statement of the converse of A and the latter is a restatement of the argument's conclusion. If you put the former statement into the argument as a premise, it contradicts the conclusion and weakens the argument, which means it's an assumption critical to the argument.
37. Yeasts capable of leavening bread are widespread, and in the many centuries during which the ancient Egyptians made only unleavened bread, such yeasts must frequently have been mixed into bread doughs accidentally. The Egyptians, however, did not discover leavened bread until about 3000 B.C. That discovery roughly coincided with the introduction of a wheat variety that was preferable to previous varieties because its edible kernel could be removed from the husk without first toasting the grain. 

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest evidence that the two developments were causally related? 
A. Even after the ancient Egyptians discovered leavened bread and the techniques for reliably producing it were well known, unleavened bread continued to be widely consumed. 
B. Only when the Egyptians stopped the practice of toasting grain were their stonelined grain-toasting pits available for baking bread. 
C. Heating a wheat kernel destroys its gluten, a protein that must be present in order for yeast to leaven bread dough. 
D. The new variety of wheat, which had a more delicate flavor because it was not toasted, was reserved for the consumption of high officials when it first began to be grown. 
E. Because the husk of the new variety of wheat was more easily removed, flour made from it required less effort to produce.
Answer: C
Explanation: The question stem asks us to establish a causal relationship between the discovery of leavened bread by the egyptians and the introduction of the wheat variety. If heating the kernel of this wheat destroys the gluten then yeast cannot possibly be growing on this wheat and will not be responsible for leavened bread. However this is not certain because the egyptians would have continued to grow other varieties of wheat where yeast could grow and be responsible for leavening. But this is the closest option to chose amongst all because none of the other options made much sense to me.

38. Ecologist: The Scottish Highlands were once the site of extensive forests, but these forests have mostly disappeared and been replaced by peat bogs. The common view is that the Highlands' deforestation was caused by human activity, especially agriculture. However, agriculture began in the Highlands less than 2,000 years ago. Peat bogs, which consist of compressed decayed vegetable matter, build up by only about one foot per 1,000 years and, throughout the Highlands, remains of trees in peat bogs are almost all at depths great than four feet. Since climate changes that occurred between 7,000 and 4,000 years ago favored the development of peat bogs rather than the survival of forests, the deforestation was more likely the result of natural processes than of human activity. 

In the ecologist's argument the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
A. The first is evidence that has been used in support of a position that the ecologist rejects; the second is a finding that the ecologist uses to counter that evidence. 
B. The first is evidence that, in light of the evidence provided in the second, serves 
as grounds for the ecologist's rejection of a certain position. 
C. The first is a position that the ecologist rejects; the second is evidence that has been used in support of that position. 
D. The first is a position that the ecologist rejects; the second provides evidence in support of that rejection. 
E. The first is a position for which the ecologist argues; the second provides evidence to support that position.
Answer: B
Explanation: The first is evidence that, in light of the evidence provided in the second, serves as grounds for the ecologist's rejection of a certain position.
39. In experiments in which certain kinds of bacteria were placed in a generous supply of nutrients, the populations of bacteria grew rapidly, and genetic mutations occurred at random in the populations. These experiments show that all genetic mutation is random.
Which one of the following, if true, enables the conclusion to be properly drawn?

A. Either all genetic mutations are random or none are random.

B. The bacteria tested in the experiments were of extremely common forms.

C. If all genetic mutations in bacteria are random, then all genetic mutations in every other life form are random also.

D. The kind of environment in which genetic mutation takes place has no effect on the way genetic mutation occurs.

E. The nutrients used were the same as those that nourish the bacteria in nature.

Answer: A

Explanation: 

This question is a perfect example of scope-shift. The evidence is that, in one particular environment, some types of bacteria experienced random mutations. The conclusion is that all genetic mutation is random. The credited response needs to link this specific example to the general conclusion. 
Combine the stimulus with (A). The stimulus states that some genetic mutations are random, and (A) states that either all mutations are random or none are. If some mutations are random, then all mutations must be random; the alternative option isn't possible. If (A) is true, all genetic mutations are random, which is our conclusion.
Since the stimulus doesn't tell us that all genetic mutation in bacteria is random (it only mentions certain kinds of bacteria), answer choice (C) doesn't allow us to conclude anything. (C)'s conclusion would only be true if all genetic mutations in bacteria were random.
40. Each December 31 in Country Q, a tally is made of the country’s total available coal supplies – that is, the total amount of coal that has been mined throughout the country but not consumed. In 1991 that amount was considerably lower than it had been in 1990. Furthermore, Country Q has nor imported or exported coal since 1970.
If the statements above are true, which one of the following must also be true on the basis of them?

A. In Country Q, more coal was mined in 1990 than was mined in 1991.

B. In Country Q, the amount of coal consumed in 1991 was greater than the amount of coal mined in 1991.

C. In Country Q, the amount of coal consumed in 1990 was greater than the amount of coal consumed in 1991.

D. In Country Q, the amount of coal consumed in 1991 was greater than the amount of coal consumed in 1990.

E.  In Country Q, more coal was consumed during the first half of 1991 than was consumed during the first half of 1990.

Answer: B
Explanation: 

First look at the wrong choices: 
(A), (C), (D), (E) The tally represents a comparison between the amount of coal mined and consumed. Any change in the tally from year to year therefore represents a change in this comparison. All of the wrong choices offer unsupported comparisons between one of the elements across years; in other words, mining in 90 vs. mining in 91, or consumption in 90 
vs. consumption in 91. But all we have is information on the tally, a number that includes both factors. Without raw numbers, we can't tell how the consumption numbers compared from 1990 to 1991; we need to know the amount mined before making the judgments in (C) 
and (D). 
The opposite holds for (A); we need the consumption figures before concluding how much was mined in 90 as opposed to 91. (E) has an even greater problem: it introduces a new concept-the first half of 90 and 91-which we know nothing about. 
Important tip: We must assume that the term "total available coal supplies" refers to the cumulative stockpile carried over from year to year. That way, we can rightly infer (B) given the decrease in the tally from 1990 to 1991
41. Spectroscopic analysis has revealed the existence of frozen nitrogen, methane and carbon monoxide on the surface of Pluto. Such ices have a tendency to vaporize, producing an atmosphere. Since the proportion of any gas in such an atmosphere depends directly on how readily the corresponding ice vaporizes, astronomers have concluded that the components of Pluto’s atmosphere are nitrogen, carbon monoxide and methane, in order of decreasing abundance.
The astronomer’s argument relies on which one of the following assumptions?

A. There is no more frozen nitrogen on the surface of Pluto than there is either frozen carbon monoxide or methane.

B. Until space probes reach Pluto, direct analysis of the atmosphere is impossible.

C. There is no frozen substance on the surface of Pluto that vaporizes more readily than methane but less readily than carbon monoxide.

D. Nitrogen is found in the atmosphere of a planet only if nitrogen ice is found on the surface of that planet.

E. A mixture of nitrogen, carbon monoxide and methane is characteristic of the substances from which the solar system formed.

Answer: C
Explanation: 
Premise/Fact: The existence of frozen nitrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide on Pluto's surface 
Rule: The proportion of any gas in such an atmosphere as Pluto's depends directly on how readily the corresponding ice vaporizes. 
Conclusion: Pluto's atmosphere is made up of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, and methane in decreasing order of abundance. 
In order for them to conclude that Pluto's atmosphere is made up of just these gases in just this order, they must be assuming that there aren't any other frozen substances on Pluto's surface that would vaporize and join the ranks of gases. 
C=> Says this all.

42. New types of washing machines designed to consume less energy also extract less water from laundry during their final spin cycles than do washing machines that consume somewhat more energy. The wetter the laundry, the more energy required to dry it in an automatic dryer. Thus using these new types of washing machines could result in an overall increase in the energy needed to wash and dry a load of laundry. 

In which one of the following is the pattern of reasoning most parallel to that in the argument above? 
(A) The more skill required to operate a machine, the harder it is to find 
people able to do it, and thus the more those people must be paid. Therefore, if a factory installs machines that require highly skilled operators, it must be prepared to pay higher wages. 
(B) There are two routes between Centerville and Mapletown, and the scenic route is the longer route. Therefore, a person who is not concerned with how long it will take to travel between Centerville and Mapletown will probably take the scenic route. 
(C) The more people who work in the library's reading room, the noisier the room becomes; and the noisier the working environment, the less efficiently people work. Therefore, when many people are working in the reading room, those people are working less efficiently. 
(D) Pine is a less expensive wood than cedar but is more susceptible to rot. Outdoor furniture made from wood susceptible to rot must be painter with more expensive paint. Therefore, building outdoor furniture from pine rather than cedar could increase the total cost of building and painting the furniture. 
(E) The more weights added to an exercise machine, the greater the muscle strength needed to work out on the machine. Up to a point, using more muscle strength can make a person stronger. Thus an exercise machine with more weights can, but does not necessarily, make a person stronger
Answer: D

Explanation: 
1. Pine is susceptible to rot but is less expensive (less expensive is the benefit to take not off = equivalent of lowering energy consumption in the stimulus. 
2. Outdoor furniture made from wood susceptible to rot must be painted with more expensive paint (opposite of less expensive goal for going with Pine in the first place). Therefore, building outdoor furniture from pine rather than cedar could increase the total cost of building and painting the furniture. (Bingo - the original intent is eventually negated because of a factor inherent in the original intent)
43. The petrochemical industry claims that chemical waste dumps pose no threat to people living near them. If this is true, then why do they locate the plants in sparsely populated regions? By not locating the chemical dumps in densely populated areas the petrochemical industry tacitly admits that these chemicals are potentially dangerous to the people living nearby.

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the author's argument? 
(A) Funding through the environmental Super Fund to clean up poorly run waste dumps is reserved for rural areas only. 
(B) Until chemical dumps are proven 100% safe, it would be imprudent to locate them were they could potentially do the most harm. 
(C) Locating the dumps in sparsely populated areas is less expensive and involves less government red tape. 
(D) The potential for chemicals to leach into the water table has in the past been underestimated. 
(E) People in cities are more likely to sue the industry if their health is harmed by the dumps.

Answer: (C) 
Explanation: The suppressed false premise of the argument is that all things being equal there is no reason to prefer locating the sites in sparsely populated areas. To weaken the argument, we need to show it is not true that all things are equal. In other words, there are advantages other than safety in locating the sites in sparsely populated areas. Choice (C) gives two possible advantages--cost and ease. Hence (C) is the answer.

44. The news media is often accused of being willing to do anything for ratings. However, recent action by a television network indicates that the news media is sometimes guided by moral principle. This network had discovered through polling voters on the east coast that the Republican candidate for President had garnered enough votes to ensure victory before the polls closed on the west coast. However, the network withheld this information until the polls on the west coast closed so that the information would not affect the outcome of key congressional races.

Which one of the following most strengthens the argument? 
(A) The network had endorsed the Republican candidate for President. 
(B) The network expected its ratings to increase if it predicted the winner of the presidential race, and to decrease if did not predict the winner. 
(C) A rival network did predict a winner of the presidential race before the polls on the west coast closed. 
(D) The network believed that it would receive higher ratings by not predicting the winner of the presidential race. 
(E) The network feared that predicting the winner of the presidential race could so anger Congress that it might enact legislation preventing all future polling outside of voting centers.

Answer: (B) 
Explanation: The suppressed premise in this argument is that the network hurt itself by not predicting the winner of the presidential race, or at least did not help itself. To strengthen the argument, we need to show that this assumption is true. Choice (B) implies that this is the case by stating that the network expected to lose ratings if it did not predict a winner. Hence the answer is (B).

45. To avoid economic collapse, Russia must increase its GNP by 20%. However, due to the structure of its economy, if the 20% threshold is reached, then a 40% increase in GNP is achievable.

Assuming that the above statements are true, which one of the following must also be true? 
(A) If ethnic strife continues in Russia, then a 20% increase in GNP will be unattainable. 
(B) If a 40% increase in Russia's GNP is impossible, its economy will collapse. 
(C) If Russia's GNP increases by 40%, its economy will not collapse. 
(D) If the 20% threshold is reached, then a 40% increase in GNP is achievable and a 60% increase is probable. 
(E) If Russia's economy collapses, then it will not have increased its GNP by 40%.

Answer: (B) 
Explanation: Diagramming will show this seemingly difficult problem to be simply an application of the contrapositive rule of logic: in an if-then statement, negating the conclusion also negates the premise. The sentence "To avoid economic collapse, Russia must increase its GNP by 20%" can be reworded as "if Russia does not increase its GNP by 20%, its economy will collapse." This in turn can be symbolized as

not20%->Collapse
Where the arrow, ->, stands for "if ..., then ....

Next, symbolize the clause "if the 20% threshold is reached, then a 40% increase is achievable" as

20%->40%
Applying the contrapositive to this statement yields

not40%->not20%

Using the transitive property (If a = b and b = c, then a = c) to combine this with the first symbol statement yields

not40%->Collapse
In other words, if a 40% increase in GNP is unattainable, the economy will collapse. This is precisely what choice (B) states. The answer is (B).

46. Rebecca: When I went hiking in the mountains the other day, every bird that scolded me was a Steller's Jay, and every Steller's Jay I saw scolded me.

Which one of the following statements can be inferred from Rebecca's observations? 
(A) The only jays that Rebecca saw while hiking were Steller's Jays. 
(B) There were no Gray Jays in the area where Rebecca hiked. 
(C) While she was hiking, no Gray Jays scolded Rebecca. 
(D) All the jays that Rebecca saw scolded her. 
(E) Rebecca did not see any Gray Jays while she was hiking.

Answer: (C) 
Explanation: The passage contains an embedded if-then statement. "Every bird that scolded me was a Steller's Jay" can be transformed into: If the bird scolded me, then it was a Steller's Jay. This can be diagrammed as

BS->SJ

Where the arrow, ->, stands for "if ..., then ....

Keep this diagram in mind as you consider the answer selections.

(A). No. The passage indicates that every bird that scolded Rebecca was a Steller's Jay. Stating it another way, a bird scolded Rebecca if and only if it was a Steller's Jay. The passage doesn't preclude the possibility that Rebecca saw other types of jays that didn't scold her. 
(B) No. Remember the diagram above, BS->SJ. Gray Jays are not in the equation, but the equation indicates that if Rebecca saw any Gray Jays, they didn't scold her. 
(C) Yes. Review the diagram again, BS->SJ. If a particular bird scolded Rebecca, then it must have been a Steller's Jay, not a Gray Jay. Let's apply the contrapositive rule of logic to the diagram (In an if-then statement, negating the conclusion also negates the premise):

not SJ->not BS

A Gray Jay is not a Steller Jay. The hypothesis of the if-then contrapositive statement, not SJ->not BS, is thus supported. As a result, the conclusion not BS, must follow. No Gray Jays scolded Rebecca. 
(D) No. Unless all the jays Rebecca saw were Steller's Jays (which we do not know), this statement does not follow. This statement is not supported by the diagram, which is limited to Steller Jays. 
(E) No. Again, consider the diagram, BS->SJ. It does not exclude Gray Jays, but it does not allow them to scold Rebecca. So again, Rebecca could have seen Gray Jays, but they didn't scold her as she hiked.

47. Democracy is the best form of government yet created. Therefore, we must be vigilant in its defense; that is, we must be prepared to defend the right to freedom. Because this right is fundamental to any progressive form of government, it is clear that democracy is better than any other form of government.

Which one of the following illustrates the same flawed reasoning as found in the passage? 
(A) I never get a headache when I eat only Chinese food, nor when I drink only wine. But when I eat Chinese food and drink wine, I get a headache. So the combination of the two must be the cause of my headaches. 
(B) The two times I have gone to that restaurant something bad has happened. The first time the waiter dropped a glass and it shattered all over the table. And after the second time I went there, I got sick. So why should I go there again--something bad will just happen again. 
(C) I would much rather live a life dedicated to helping my fellow man than one dedicated to gaining material possessions and seeing my fellow man as a competitor. At the end of each day, the satisfaction of having helped people is infinitely greater than the satisfaction of having achieved something material. 
(D) I'm obsessed with volleyball; that's why I play it constantly. I train seven days a week, and I enter every tournament. Since I'm always playing it, I must be obsessed with it. 
(E) In my academic studies, I have repeatedly changed majors. I decide to major in each new subject that I'm introduced to. Just as a bee lights from one flower to the next, tasting the nectar of each, I jump from one subject to the next getting just a taste of each.

Answer: (D) 
Explanation: The argument in the passage is circular (and filled with non-sequiturs). It is incumbent on the writer to give evidence or support for the conclusion. In this argument, though, the writer first states that democracy is the best government, the rest is merely "noise," until he restates the conclusion.

Choice (A) is a reasonably valid causation argument--eliminate. (B) argues by generalization. Although it is of questionable validity, it is not circular because the conclusion, "it will happen again," is not stated, nor is it implicit in the premises--eliminate. (C) is not circular because the conclusion is mentioned only once--eliminate. (D) begins by stating, "I'm obsessed with volleyball." It does not, however, provide compelling evidence for that claim: training seven days a week, rather than indicating obsession, may be required for, say, members of the Olympic Volleyball Team. Furthermore, the argument repeats the conclusion at the end. So it is circular in the same manner as the original. Hence (D) is our answer.

48. Either restrictions must be placed on freedom of speech or certain subversive elements in society will use it to destroy this country. Since to allow the latter to occur is unconscionable, we must restrict freedom of speech.

The conclusion above is unsound because 
(A) subversives do not in fact want to destroy the country 
(B) the author places too much importance on the freedom of speech 
(C) the author fails to consider an accommodation between the two alternatives 
(D) the meaning of "freedom of speech" has not been defined 
(E) subversives are a true threat to our way of life

Answer: (C) 
Explanation: The arguer offers two options: either restrict freedom of speech, or lose the country. He hopes the reader will assume that these are the only options available. This is unwarranted. He does not state how the so-called "subversive elements" would destroy the country, nor for that matter why they would want to destroy it. There may be a third option that the author did not mention; namely, that society may be able to tolerate the "subversives"; it may even be improved by the diversity of opinion they offer. The answer is (C).

49. Eight years ago hunting was banned in Greenfield County on the grounds that hunting endangers public safety. Now the deer population in the county is six times what it was before the ban. Deer are invading residential areas, damaging property and causing motor vehicle accidents that result in serious injury to motorists. Since there were never any hunting-related injuries in the county, clearly the ban was not only unnecessary but has created a danger to public safety that would not otherwise exist.
Which one of the following, if true, provides the strongest additional support for the conclusion above?

A. In surrounding counties, where hunting is permitted, the size of the deer population has not increased in the last eight years.
B. Motor vehicle accidents involving deer often result in damage to the vehicle, injury to the motorist, or both.
C. When deer populations increase beyond optimal size, disease and malnutrition become more widespread among the deer herds.
D. In residential areas in the county, many residents provide food and salt for deer.
E. Deer can cause extensive damage to ornamental shrubs and trees by chewing on twigs and saplings.
Answer: A
Explanation: For example, here we have the conclusion that, the hunting ban is unnecessary and the deer have become a menace to public safety. 
This conclusion is based on the premise that hunting ban---> overgrowth in deer population ---> causing problems. 
If suppose Choice A was true, it would tell us that hunting had kept the population growth under control. By keeping the population under control, we can infer that not much danger was caused to the public. 
This in turn would support the author's conclusion that hunting ban was unnecessary and, removing the ban would limit the problems caused by the deer.

50. Many major scientific discoveries of the past were the product of serendipity, the chance discovery of valuable findings that investigators had not purposely sought. Now, however, scientific research tends to be so costly that investigators are heavily dependent on large grants to fund their research. Because such grants require investigators to provide the grant sponsors with clear projections of the outcome of the proposed research, investigators ignore anything that does not directly bear on the funded research. Therefore, under the prevailing circumstances, serendipity can no longer play a role in scientific discovery.
Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

A. Only findings that an investigator purposely seeks can directly bear on that investigator’s research.
B. In the past few scientific investigators attempted to make clear predictions of the outcome of their research.
C. Dependence on large grants is preventing investigators from conducting the type of scientific research that those investigators would personally prefer.
D. All scientific investigators who provide grant sponsors with clear projections of the outcome of their research receive at least some of the grants for which they apply.
E. In general the most valuable scientific discoveries are the product of serendipity.
Answer: A
51. Student representative: Our University, in expelling a student who verbally harassed his roommate, has erred by penalizing the student for doing what he surely has a right to do: speak his mind!
Dean of students: But what you’re saying is that our university would endorse verbal harassment. Yet surely if we did that, we would threaten the free flow of ideas that is the essence of university life.

Which one of the following is a questionable technique that the dean of students uses in attempting to refute the student representative?

A. Challenging the student representative’s knowledge of the process by which the student was expelled.
B. Invoking a fallacious distinction between speech and other sorts of behavior.
C. Misdescribing the student representative’s position, thereby making it easier to challenge.
D. Questioning the motives of the student representative rather than offering reasons for the conclusion defended
E. Relying on a position of power to silence the opposing viewpoint with a threat.
Answer: C
52. Advertisement: Of the many over-the-counter medications marketed for the relief of sinus headache. SineEase costs the least per dose. And SineEase is as effective per dose as the most effective of those other medications. So for relief from sinus headaches, SineEase is the best buy. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above? 
(A) Most of the over-the-counter medications marketed for the relief of sinus headache are equally effective per dose in providing such relief. 
(B) Many of the over-the-counter medications marketed for the relief of sinus headache contain the same active ingredient as SineEase. 
(C) People who suffer from frequent sinus headaches are strongly advised to consult a doctor before taking any over-the-counter medication. 
(D) An over-the-counter medication that is marketed for the relief of symptoms of head cold is identical in composition to SineEase but costs less per dose. 
(E) The per dose price for any given over-the-counter medication marketed for the relief of sinus headache is higher for smaller packages than it is for larger packages.
Answer: D
Explanation: The conclusion in the stimulus is that SineEase is the best buy, but in answer choice D, it suggests that head cold medicine has the exact same composition but at a lesser price, which would most seriously weaken the given conclusion. SineEase is the cheapest per dose in "medications marketed for the relief of sinus headache." The conclusion specifically says "For relief from sinus headaches, SineEase is the best buy." If you can show that another medicine will relieve sinus headaches just as effectively but for a cheaper price, such as D, then it weakens the conclusion. It doesn't matter that it's a head cold medicine because the stimulus concludes that it's the best value for sinus headaches period, not just within medicines marketed for sinus headache.

53. Most students are bored by history courses as they are usually taught, primarily because a large amount of time is spent teaching dates and statistic. The best way to teach history, therefore, is to spend most class time recounting the lives of historical figures and very little on dates and statistics. 

Each of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends EXCEPT: 
(A) One should avoid boring one's students when teaching a history course. 
(B) It is not incompatible with the attainable goals of teaching history to spend very little class time on dates and statistics. 
(C) It is possible to recount the lives of historical figures without referring to dates and statistics. 
(D) It is compatible with the attainable goals of teaching history to spend most class time recounting the lives of historical figures. 
(E) Students are more bored by history courses as they are usually taught than they would be by courses that spend most class time recounting the lives of historical figures.
Answer: C

Explanation: the stimulus advocates teaching history by spending most class time recounting the lives of historical figures and very little on dates and statistics. it doesn’t say the teaching has to be able to spend most class time recounting lives of historical figures without referring to the dates.
54. On completing both the course in experimental design and the developmental psychology course, Angela will have earned a degree in psychology. Since experimental design, which must be completed before taking developmental psychology, will not be offered until next term, it will be at least two terms before Angela gets her psychology degree. 

If the statements above are all true, which one of the following must also be true? 
(A) The developmental psychology course Angela needs to take requires two terms to complete. 
(B) The course in experimental design is an easier course than the course in developmental psychology. 
(C) There are no prerequisites for the course in experimental design. 
(D) Anyone who earns a degree in psychology from the university Angela attends will have completed the course in experimental design. 
(E) Once Angela completes the developmental psychology course, she will have earned a degree in psychology.
Answer: D

55. It is probably within the reach of human technology to make the climate of Mars inhabitable. It might be several centuries before people could live there, even with breathing apparatuses, but some of the world’s great temples and cathedrals took centuries to build. Research efforts now are justified if there is even a chance of making another planet inhabitable. Besides, the intellectual exercise of understanding how the Martian atmosphere might be changed could help in understanding atmospheric changes inadvertently triggered by human activity on Earth.
The main point of the argument is that

A. It is probably technologically possible for humankind to alter the climate of Mars.
B. It would take several centuries to make Mars even marginally inhabitable.
C. Making Mars inhabitable is an effort comparable to building a great temple or cathedral.
D. Research efforts aimed at discovering how to change the climate of Mars are justified.
E. Efforts to change the climate of Mars could facilitate understanding of the Earth’s climate.
Answer: D
56. The new perfume Aurora smells worse to Joan than any comparable priced perfume, and none of her friends likes the smell of Aurora as much as the smell of other perfumes. However, she and her friends must have a defect in their sense of smell, since Professor Jameson prefers the smell of Aurora to that of any other perfume and she is one of the world’s foremost experts on the physiology of smell.
The reasoning is flawed because it

A. Calls into question the truthfulness of the opponent rather than addressing the point at issue.
B. Ignores the well-known fact that someone can prefer one thing to another without liking either very much.
C. Fails to establish that there is widespread agreement among the experts in the field.
D. Makes an illegitimate appeal to the authority of an expert.
E. Misrepresents the position against which it is directed.
Answer: D

57. A group of children of various ages was read stories in which people caused harm, some of those people doing so intentionally and some accidentally. When asked about appropriate punishments for those who had caused harm, the younger children, unlike the older ones, assigned punishments that did not vary according to whether the harm was done intentionally or accidentally. Younger children, then, do not regard people's intentions as relevant to punishment. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the conclusion above? 
(A) In interpreting these stories, the listeners had to draw on a relatively mature sense of human psychology in order to tell whether harm was produced intentionally or accidentally. 
(B) In these stories, the severity of the harm produced was clearly stated. 
(C) Younger children are as likely to produce harm unintentionally as are older children. 
(D) The older children assigned punishment in a way that closely resembled the way adults had assigned punishment in a similar experiment. 
(E) The younger children assigned punishments that varied according to the severity of the harm done by the agents in the stories.
Answer: A

58. The advanced technology of ski boots and bindings has brought a dramatic drop in the incidence of injuries that occur on the slopes of ski resorts: from 9 injuries per 1,000 skiers in 1950 to 3 in 1980. As a result, the remainder of ski-related injuries, which includes all injuries occurring on the premises of a ski resort but not on the slopes, rose from 10 percent of all ski-related injuries in 1950 to 25 percent in 1980. The incidence of these injuries, including accidents such as falling down steps, increases with the amount of alcohol consumed per skier. 

I. Which one of the following can be properly inferred from the passage? 
(A) As the number of ski injuries that occur on the slopes decreases, the number of injuries that occur on the premises of ski resorts increases. 
(B) The amount of alcohol consumed per skier increased between 1950 and 1980. 
(C) The technology of ski boots and bindings affects the incidence of each type of ski-related injury. 
(D) If the technology of ski boots and bindings continues to advance, the incidence of ski-related injuries will continue to decline. 
(E) Injuries that occurred on the slopes of ski resorts made up a smaller percentage of ski-related injuries in 1980 than in 1950. 

Answer: E

Explanation: We're told that, from 1950 to 1980, the percentage of all ski-related injuries at ski resorts that did not occur on the slopes increased from 10% to 25%. That must mean that the percentage of ski-related injuries at ski resorts that did occur on the slopes must have decreased over that same period. Think about it this way: there are only two possible alternatives for a skit related injury: either it occurs on the slopes or it does not occur on the slopes. So if the share of ski-related injuries represented by one type of injury goes up, the share represented by the other type MUST go down. That's choice (E).


II. Which one of the following conflicts with information in the passage? 
(A) The number of ski injuries that occurred on the slopes was greater in 1980 than in 1950. 
(B) A skier was less likely to be injured on the slopes in 1950 than in 1980. 
(C) The reporting of ski injuries became more accurate between 1950 and 1980. 
(D) The total number of skiers dropped between 1950 and 1980. 
(E) Some ski-related injuries occurred in 1980 to people who were not skiing.

Answer: B

Explanation: We're told that the incidence of on-slope injuries decreased from 9 injuries per 1000 skiers in 1950, to 3 injuries per 1000 skiers in 1980. That means a skier was much less likely to suffer an on-slope injury in 1980 than in 1950. Clearly, (B) is in direct contradiction with this.
59. In two months, the legal minimum wage in the country of Kirlandia will increase from five Kirlandic dollars(KD5.00) Per hour to KD5.50 per hour. Opponents of this increase have argued that the resulting rise in wages will drive the inflation rate up. In fact its impact on wages will probably be negligible, since only a very small proportion of all Kirfandic workers are currently receiving less than KD5.50 per hour. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 
A. Most people in kirlandia who are currently earning the minimum wage have been employed at their current jobs for less than a year. 
B. Some firms in Kirlandia have paid workers considerably less than KD5.00 per hour, in violation of kirlandic employment regulations. 
C. Many businesses hire trainees at or near the minimum wage but must reward trained workers by keeping their paylevels above the pay level of trainees. 
D. The greatest growth in Kirlandia's economy in recent years has been in those sectors where workers earn wages that tend to be much higher than the minimum wage. 
E The current minimum wage is insufficient for a worker holding only one job to earn enough to support a family, even when working full time at that job.
Answer: B
Explanation: The argument is about the impact on wages (in view of the increase) being very less and hence would not actually cause an increase in inflation. 
B is the only option that actually says the impact on wages is considerable. Since some workers were receiving wages considerably below $5 (say, maybe $1) - the impact on the wages of these workers is pretty high. And probably will cause inflation.

60. When 100 people who have not used cocaine are tested for cocaine use, on average only 5 will test positive. By contrast, of every 100 people who have used cocaine 99 will test positive. Thus, when a randomly chosen group of people is tested for cocaine use, the vast majority of those who test positive will be people who have used cocaine. 

A reasoning error in the argument is that the argument 
(A) attempts to infer a value judgment from purely factual premises 
(B) attributes to every member of the population the properties of the average member of the population 
(C) fails to take into account what proportion of the population have used cocaine 
(D) ignores the fact that some cocaine users do not test positive 
(E) advocates testing people for cocaine use when there is no reason to suspect that they have used cocaine.
Answer: C
61. A poor farmer was fond of telling his children: “In this world, you are either rich or poor, and you are either honest or dishonest. All poor farmers are honest. Therefore, all rich farmers are dishonest.”
The farmer’s conclusion is properly drawn if the argument assumes that

A. Every honest farmer is poor
B. Every honest person is a farmer
C. Everyone who is dishonest is a rich farmer
D. Everyone who is poor is honest
E. Every poor person is a farmer
Answer: A
62. Criticism that the press panders to public sentiment neglects to consider that the press is a profit-making institution. Like other private enterprises, it has to make money to survive. If the press were not profit-making, who would support it? The only alternative is subsidy and, with it, outside control. It is easy to get subsidies for propaganda, but no one will subsidize honest journalism.
It can be properly inferred from the passage that if the press is 

A. Not subsidized, it is in no danger of outside control
B. Not subsidized, it will not produce propaganda
C. Not to be subsidized, it cannot be a profit-making institution.
D. To produce honest journalism, it must be a profit-making institution
E. To make a profit, it must produce honest journalism.
Answer: D
Explanation: There is no other alternative to profit making other than subsidy. No one will subsidize honest journalism.

63. Certain instruments used in veterinary surgery can be made either of stainless steel or of nylon. In a study of such instruments, 50 complete sterilizations of a set of nylon instruments required 3.4 times the amount of energy used to manufacture that set of instruments, whereas 50 complete sterilizations of a set of stainless steel instruments required 2.1 times the amount of energy required to manufacture that set of instruments.
If the statements above are true, each of the following could be true EXCEPT:

A. The 50 complete sterilizations of the nylon instruments used more energy than did the 50 complete sterilizations of the stainless steel.
B. More energy was required for each complete sterilization of the nylon instruments than was required to manufacture the nylon instruments.
C. More nylon instruments than stainless steel instruments were sterilized in the study.
D. More energy was used to produce the stainless steel instruments than was used to produce the nylon instruments.
E. The total cost of 50 complete sterilizations of the stainless steel instruments was greater than the cost of manufacturing the stainless steel instruments.
Answer: B

Explanation: First, note that the question asks for the one thing that cannot be true. Next, draw out the information the stimulus gives - and doesn't give. There are two sets of instruments; the same procedures are done to each; and the procedures yield similar results. It takes more energy to sterilize a set of these instruments than it does to manufacture them. But we don't know how many instruments make up each set, nor do we know exactly how much energy it takes to manufacture either set. It could take more to make nylon tools, or it could take more to make stainless steel, or it could take equal amounts of energy for both. We just don't know. Unfortunately there's no way to predict the answer here. It's just a matter of slogging through the choices until you find the right one.

64. To suit the needs of corporate clients, advertising agencies have successfully modified a strategy originally developed for political campaigns. This strategy aims to provide clients with free publicity and air time by designing an advertising campaign that is controversial, thus drawing prime-time media coverage and evoking public comment by officials.

The statements above, if true, most seriously undermine which one of the following assertions?
A. The usefulness of an advertising campaign is based on solely on the degree to which the campaign’s advertisements persuade their audiences.
B. Only a small percentage of eligible voters admit to being influenced by advertising campaigns in deciding how to vote.

C. Campaign managers have transformed political campaigns by making increasing use of strategies borrowed from corporate advertising campaigns.

D. Corporations are typically more concerned with maintaining public recognition of the corporate name than with enhancing goodwill toward the corporation.

E. Advertising agencies that specialize in campaigns for corporate clients are not usually chosen for political campaigns.

Answer: A
Explanation: This question presents an interesting twist: It's a "weaken the argument" question, but the 
argument to be weakened is in the answer choices, and the weakener is the stimulus. There we find out that an advertising strategy developed for and used by political campaigns has now successfully been applied to corporate accounts. The strategy is to design controversial ads that will become news, generate media attention, and evoke public responses from officials. Thus, the companies get a lot more exposure than they pay for. We don't have to look very far for the choice that's incompatible with this notion; choice (A) directly violates the "get something for nothing" principle behind the strategy. This strategy flies in the face of the assertion in (A), which says that the usefulness of an ad campaign is based solely on the degree to which the ads themselves persuade people. (A) does not consider extra media coverage or public comment by officials to be relevant to an ad's effectiveness. If the statements in the stimulus are true, then (A) is seriously weakened by the fact that some ads are successful thanks to a factor besides persuading the public- namely because they make the news and generate free publicity for the client.
65. Famous personalities found guilty of many types of crimes in well-publicized trials are increasingly sentenced to the performance of community service, though unknown defendants convicted of similar crimes almost always serve prison sentences. However, the principle of equality before the law rules out using fame and publicity as relevant considerations in the sentencing of convicted criminals.
The statements above, if true, most strongly support which one of the following conclusions?

A. The principle of equality before the law is rigorously applied in only a few types of criminal trials.
B. The number of convicted celebrities sentenced to community service should equal the number of convicted unknown defendants sentenced to community service.
C. The principle of equality before the law can properly be overridden by other principles in some cases.
D. The sentencing of celebrities to community service instead of prison constitutes a violation of the principle of equality before the law in many cases.
E. The principle of equality before the law does not allow for leniency in sentencing.
66. Corporate Officer: Last year was an unusually poor one for our chemical division, which has traditionally contributed about 60 percent of the corporation's profits. It is therefore encouraging that there is the following evidence that the pharmaceutical division is growing stronger: it contributed 45 percent of the corporation's profits, up from 20 percent the previous year. 

On the basis of the facts stated which of the following is the best critique of the evidence presented above? 
(A) The increase in the pharmaceutical division's contribution to corporation profits could have resulted largely from the introduction of single, important new product. 
(B) In multidivisional corporations that have pharmaceutical divisions, over half of the corporation's profits usually come from the pharmaceuticals. 
(C) The percentage of the corporation's profits attributable to the pharmaceutical division could have increased even if that division's performance had not improved. 
(D) The information cited does not make it possible to determine whether the 20 percent share of profits cited was itself an improvement over the year before. 
(E) The information cited does not make it possible to compare the performance of the chemical and pharmaceutical divisions in of the percent of total profits attributable to each.
Answer: C
Explanation: I find the phrasing of the original question unusual - it asks for a 'critique of the evidence presented'. Evidence is factual; you can't offer a critique of it. You can offer a critique of the interpretation of that evidence, or of a conclusion drawn from that evidence. I assume that the question is really asking us to find a flaw in the conclusion here, rather than asking us to find a 'critique of the evidence', something which doesn't make sense. 

With that interpretation, C is certainly correct. We may have had the following: 
Previous year: 
Pharmaceutical Division: $20m profit 
Company Total: $100m profit 
Pharmaceutical Division: 20% of total profit 
Last year: 
Pharmaceutical Division: $4.50 profit 
Company Total: $10 profit 
Pharmaceutical Division: 45% of total profit 
From the above example, we can see that the Pharmaceutical Division may have performed much worse last year than the previous year, while still accounting for a greater percentage of the overall profits of the company. The information provided is not necessarily 'encouraging' news about the Pharmaceutical Division at all.
67. Some philosophers of science claim that no serious scientific theory can be tested experimentally without taking for granted some other body of scientific beliefs, the operation of the instruments-for we cannot interpret the experimental results without appealing to such beliefs. If this is true, then which of the following conclusions seems most likely? 

A) Any particular scientific theory can be consistently retained, even in the face of apparently incompatible evidence, if we are willing to give up certain other scientific beliefs. 
B) Experimental evidence is really irrelevant to scientific theorizing. 
C) Experimental evidence is more relevant to the testing of scientific theories than to their initial formulation. 
D) Experimental evidence is more relevant to the initial formulation of scientific theories than to their testing. 
E) The best scientific theories are those which are formulated in such a way as to be subject to conclusive experimental refutation.
Answer: A
68. Marine biology had hypothesized that lobsters kept together traps eat one another in response to hunger. Periodic checking of lobster traps, however, has revealed instances of lobsters sharing traps together for weeks. Eight lobsters even shared one trap together for two months without eating one another. The marine biologists' hypothesis, therefore, is clearly wrong. 

The argument against the marine biologists' hypothesis is based on which one of the following assumptions? 
A) Lobsters not caught in lobster traps have been observed eating one another. 
b) Two months is the longest known period during which eight or more lobsters have been trapped together. 
c) It is unusual to find as many as eight lobsters caught together in one single trap. 
d) Members of the other marine species sometimes eat their own kind when no other food source are available 
e) Any food that the eight lobsters in the trap might have obtained was not enough to ward off hunger.
Answer: E
69. Lou observes that if flight 409 is canceled, then the manager could not possibly arrive in time for the meeting. But flight 409 was not canceled. Therefore, Lou concludes, the manager will certainly be on time. Evelyn replies that even if Lou's premises are true, his argument is fallacious. And therefore, she adds, the manager will not arrive on time after all. 


Which of the following is the strongest thing that we can properly say about this discussion? 
A) Evelyn is mistaken in thinking Lou's argument to be fallacious, and so her own conclusion is unwarranted. 
B) Evelyn is right about Lou's argument, but nevertheless her own conclusion is unwarranted. 
C) Since Evelyn is right about Lou's argument, her own conclusion is well-supported. 
D) Since Evelyn is mistaken about Lou's argument, her own conclusion must be false. 
E) Evelyn is right about Lou's argument, but nevertheless her own conclusion is false.

Answer: B

70. According to a survey of consumers conducted one week before the end of a national call-in campaign to decide the newest flavor of Freak Cola, more of those surveyed responded that they enjoyed the Citrusea Swirl flavor than responded that they enjoyed any other flavor choice. Regardless of the survey results, a different flavor, Vanilla Bonanza, was the national favorite by a considerable percentage. 

Each of the following, if true, contributes to a resolution of the discrepancy described above EXCEPT: 
A) Freak Cola made an announcement four days before the end of the call-in campaign stating that the third option, VeriBlueBeri, was being removed from consideration as the new flavor choice. 
B) The survey was conducted only on the east coast, and the percentage of people thought to like Vanilla Bonanza on the east coast is much smaller than the percentage who liked Citrusea Swirl. 
C) More than 60% of those responding to the survey in favor of Vanilla Bonanza stated they were likely to call in and vote, whereas only 25% of those supporting Citrusea Swirl claimed they would be calling in their votes. 
D) A smaller percentage of those favoring the Vanilla Bonanza flavor knew the call-in number than did those favoring Citrusea Swirl. 
E) The entire survey was developed and conducted by members of the Freak Cola design team that created Citrusea Swirl.
Answer: D

Explanation: 

A) VBB (#3) removed from competition before it was over. Competition still going on, so VBB people might've voted for their second favorite instead, which could've been VB. So that might explain discrepancy. Hmm. A little weak / tempting - leave in for now but cross off it find something better. 
B) survey was limited in geographical size. Campaign was national. This could definitely explain the discrepancy, esp. given the stats listed in the rest of this choice. Eliminate. 
C) survey 60% of VB fans said they'd vote; only 25% of CS fans said they'd vote. Also could definitely explain the discrepancy. Eliminate. 
D) Smaller % of VB fans than CS fans knew the call-in number. More people ended up voting for VB, so the "smaller % of VB" stat could still leave more people voting for VB. This choice still allows the given circumstances to be true, yes, but it does not specifically explain why more survey respondents chose CS, even though VB won the call-in contest. And that's our task here - to resolve the paradox, not just to show that the given stats could be true. Go back and eliminate A - this is better. 
E) survey made by CS people - so could be biased. Definitely could explain - eliminate.

71. A study of National football League Statistics over the last ten years reveals that the loosing team threw more interceptions than did the winning team in 82 percent of the games played. This statistics clearly indicate that interceptions contribute greatly to team losses. 

The conclusion in the above argument depends on which of the following assumptions? 
A. Fumbles do not hurt a team's chances of winning a game. 
B. A team's chances of winning a game are greatly reduced if it throws any interceptions during a game. 
C. A team that throws more interceptions than its opponent does and still wins the game must have superior players. 
D. Interceptions do not result from a team's falling behind in the game. 
E. Interceptions are harmfull primarily because they make it easy for the other team to score points.
Answer: D

Explanation: The conclusion is: 
interceptions contribute greatly to team losses. 
Or X leads to Y 

One of the assumption types is: 
An assumption that states Y does not lead to X 
in other words 
Losing a game DOES NOT lead to Interception 

D. Interceptions do not result from a team's falling behind in the game.

72. Some types of organisms originated through endosymbiosis, the engulfing of one organism by another so that a part of the former becomes a functioning part of the latter. An unusual nucleomorph, a structure that contains DNA and resembles a cell nucleus, has been discovered within a plant known as a chlorarachniophyte. Two versions of a particular gene have been found in the DNA of this nucleomorph, and one would expect to find only a single version of this gene if the nucleomorph were not the remains of an engulfed organism's nucleus. 

Which one of the following is most strongly supported by the information above? 
(A) Only organisms of types that originated through endosymbiosis contain nucleomorphs. 
(B) A nucleomorph within the chlorarachniophyte holds all of the genetic material of some other organism. 
(C) Nucleomorphs originated when an organism endosymbiotically engulfed a chlorarachniophyte. 
(D) Two organisms will not undergo endosymbiosis unless at least one of them contains a nucleomorph. 
(E) Chlorarachniophytes emerged as the result of two organisms having undergone endosymbiosis.
Answer: E

Explanation:

(A) Not supported by the argument. It’s a strong statement to make. 
(B) Again not supported. Argument says nucleomorph contains the plants DNA not all genetic info of the other organism. 
(C) Origination of nucleomorphs is not mentioned. 
(D) Not supported. 
(E) Supported in the argument. Check the last line.

73. The recently negotiated North American Free Trade Agreement among Canada, Mexico, and the United States is misnamed, because it would not result in truly free trade. Adam Smith, the economist who first articulated the principles of free trade, held that any obstacle placed in the way of the free movement of goods, investment, or labor would defeat free trade. So since under the agreement workers would be restricted by national boundaries from seeking the best conditions they could find, the resulting obstruction of the flow of trade would, from a free-trade perspective, be harmful. 

The argument proceeds by 
(A) ruling out alternatives 
(B) using a term in two different senses 
(C) citing a non-representative instance 
(D) appealing to a relevant authority 
(E) responding to a different issue from the one posed
Answer: D

74. According to a recent magazine article, of those office employees who typically work 8 hours at the office each day but sometimes say that they will work at home on a particular day, 25 percent actually work less than one hour. At the same time, over 90 percent of those same office employees believe they are more productive working at home than working in their office. 

The statements above, if true, best support which of the following conclusions about the office employees discussed in the article? 
A. On average, the office employees working at home for a day work fewer hours than office employees working at the office. 
B. 10 percent of the office employees are less productive working from home than working in their office. 
C. At least 15 percent of the office employees do not define productivity exclusively in terms of the number of hours worked. 
D. At least 25 percent of the office employees can complete the same amount of work in one hour at home as in 8 hours at the office. 
E. Some of the office employees make statements regarding their productivity that are not in fact true.
Answer: C
Explanation:

15%W = NOT (define work in terms of hours) 
From the premises conditional statements. (3) states that 90% productive at home and (2) states that 25% work for one hour. (It means 100 - 90 + 25)%W are doing same amount of work in less hour (i.e. 1 hour or less). Hence, 15% are not talking productivity in terms of working hours. Hence CORRECT. Choose this choice. 
To simplify further, we know that 90% productive at home and we don't know anything about rest 10%. Also, we know that 25% worked for less than 1 hour at home; those supposed as to be less productive. So if we subtract 10% (Unknown production value) from these 25% (known working timing) then we can conclude that 15% from these 25% (working for less than 1 hour) completed their work within that time at home. That means, they are not considering time spend = production value. 
Hence, choose this choice.

75. Most disposable plastic containers are now labeled with a code number (from 1 to 9) indicating the type or quality of the plastic. Plastics with the lowest code numbers are the easiest for recycling plants to recycle and are thus the most likely to be recycled after use rather than dumped in landfills. Plastics labeled with the highest numbers are only rarely recycled. Consumers can make a significant long-term reduction in the amount of waste that goes unrecycled, therefore, by refusing to purchase those products packaged in plastic containers labeled with the highest code numbers. 

Which one of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the conclusion above? 
(A) The cost of collecting, sorting, and recycling discarded plastics is currently higher than the cost of manufacturing new plastics from virgin materials. 
(B) Many consumers are unaware of the codes that are stamped on the plastic containers. 
(C) A plastic container almost always has a higher code number after it is recycled than it had before recycling because the recycling process causes a degradation of the quality of the plastic. 
(D) Products packaged in plastics with the lowest code numbers are often more expensive than those packaged in the higher-numbered plastics. 
(E) Communities that collect all discarded plastic containers for potential recycling later dump in landfills plastics with higher-numbered codes only when it is clear that no recycler will take them.
Answer: C

Explanation:

(A) Eliminate: Out of scope. Who cares about the cost, we're talking about harming the environment. 
(B) Eliminate: Still consistent with info given and thus irrelevant. If "most" people are aware, they could reduce their consumption. 
(C) Should people keep purchasing the lowered numbered plastics, there would be a net increase in higher numbered plastics as more lowered numbered plastics are bought and recycled. Therefore, the environment is still harmed. C is correct.
(D) Eliminate: Out of scope. Again, costs. 
(E) Eliminate: Still consistent with info given, thus irrelevant. If consumers are not purchasing the higher-numbered plastics, there won't be much to dump anyways.

76. No senator spoke at the convention unless he or she was a Democrat. No Democrat both spoke at the convention and was a senator. 

Which one of the following conclusions can be correctly drawn from the statements above? 
(A) No one but senators spoke at the convention. 
(B) No Democrat spoke at the convention. 
(C) Only Democrats spoke at the convention. 
(D) No senator spoke at the convention. 
(E) Some Democrat senators spoke at the convention.
Answer: D

Explanation: 

The first sentence states that only Democrat Senators could speak at the convention. The second sentence states that one could only speak at the convention or be a Senator at the convention, but one can't do both. 
Therefore, no Democratic Senators could speak at the convention.

77. The report released by the interior ministry states that within the past 5 years the national land-reclamation program has created a 19 percent increase in arable land within the country. If these figures are accurate, the program has been a huge success. Senator Cox, a distinguished mathematician and a woman of brilliance, maintains, however, that the reclamation program could not possibly have been successful. Clearly, therefore, the figures cited in the report cannot be accurate. 
The argument above exhibits an erroneous pattern of reasoning most similar to that exhibited by which one of the following? 
A.  Albert's father claims that Albert does not know where the spare car keys are hidden. Yesterday however, Albert reported that he had discovered the spare car keys in the garage toolbox, so his father's claim cannot be true. 
B.  Gloria's drama teacher claims that her policy is to give each student the opportunity to act in at least one play during the year but, since Gloria, who attended every class, reports that she was not given such an opportunity the teacher's claim cannot be true. 
C.  Amos claims that he can hold his breath under water for a full hour. Dr. Treviso, a cardiopulmonary specialist, has stated that humans are physiologically incapable of holding their breath for even half that long; so Amos' claim cannot be true. 
D.  Evelyn reports that she got home before midnight. Robert, who always knows the time, insists that she did not. If Robert is right, Evelyn could not possibly have listened to the late news; since she admits not having listened to the late news, her report cannot be true. 
E.  Moira, after observing the finish of the 60-kilometer bicycle race, reports that Lee won with Adams a distant third. Lomas, a bicycle engineering expert, insists, however, that Lee could not have won a race in which Adams competed; so Moira's report cannot be true.

Answer: E

Explanation:

E is a report of an action similar to the original argument. So something happened and she reported it. There is a proof that it happened and Moira watched it. The expert is saying that it is wrong and cannot happen. Probably Moira screwed up just like the people in original report might have.

78. In a nature reserve in India, people are sometimes attacked by tigers. It is believed that the tigers will only attack people from behind. So for the past few years many workers in the reserve have started wearing masks depicting a human face on the back of their heads. While many area residents remain skeptical, no worker wearing one of these masks has yet been attacked by a tiger. 

Which of the statements below, if true, would best support the argument of those who advocate the use of the mask? 
(A) Many workers in the nature reserve who do not wear the masks have been attacked recently by tigers. 
(B) Workers in other nature reserves who wear similar masks have not been attacked recently by tigers. 
(C) No tigers have been spotted on the nature reserve in recent years. 
(D) Many of the workers who wear the masks also sing while they work in order to frighten away any tigers in the area. 
(E) The tigers have often been observed attacking small deer from in front rather than from behind.
Answer: A
Explanation: It's extremely useful to be able to recognize common argument types on the GMAT. One of the most common (perhaps THE most common) is causation. We can summarize this entire argument as: 
"The reason why tigers aren't attacking the workers is due to the masks." 
or 
"The masks are preventing tiger attacks." 
To support a causation argument, we generally do one of two things: 
(1) remove an alternative explanation; or 
(2) provide additional evidence linking the purported cause and effect. 

Choice (A) removes an alternative explanation. It's possible that the reason for reduced attacks is because the tigers aren't attacking anyone at all. However, if the tigers are still attacking non-mask wearing workers, then we don't have to worry about that possibility. 

Choice (B) doesn't strengthen because it doesn't help us determine if the masks themselves are making any difference. For all we know, tigers everywhere are on strike and are just lying on the couch watching football and talk shows. 

79. A recent survey showed that many workers in a certain company are dissatisfied with their jobs. The survey also showed that most of the dissatisfied workers believe that they have little control over their job assignments. Therefore, to increase workers job satisfaction the company’s management need only concentrate on changing workers’ beliefs regarding the degree of control they have over their job assignments. 

Which one of the following, if also shown by the survey, would most seriously call into question the conclusion made by the author of the passage? 
(A) The dissatisfied workers feel that their wages are too low and working conditions are unsatisfactory. 
(B) The number of workers in the company who are satisfied with their jobs is greater than the number who is dissatisfied. 
(C) The workers in the company are more dissatisfied than workers in other companies. 
(D) Most people in company management believe that the workers already have too much control over their work. 
(E) The workers in the company who are satisfied with their jobs believe that they have a lot of control over their job assignments.
Answer: A

Explanation: The conclusion - to increase workers job satisfaction the company’s management need only concentrate on changing workers’ beliefs regarding the degree of control they have over their job assignments 
If A is true and company concentrates only on increasing job satisfaction by changing workers' beliefs the company may not succeed in doing so.
80. Doctor: Research shows that adolescents who play video games on a regular basis are three times as likely to develop carpal tunnel syndrome as are adolescents who do not play video games. Federal legislation that prohibits the sale of video games to minors would help curb this painful wrist condition among adolescents. 

The doctor’s conclusion depends on which of the following assumptions? 
A) The majority of federal legislators would vote for a bill that prohibits the sale of video games to minors. 
B) Not all adolescents who play video games on a regular basis suffer from carpal tunnel syndrome. 
C) Playing video games is the only way an adolescent can develop carpal tunnel syndrome. 
D) Most parents would refuse to purchase video games for their adolescent children. 
E) The regular playing of video games by adolescents does not produce such beneficial effects as better hand-eye coordination and improved reaction time.
Answer: D

Explanation: The aim of the legislation is to limit kids' exposure to carpel-tunnel causing video-games. As such, parents who can buy games for the kids is very much within the scope of the argument.

81. According to a recent study on financial roles, one-third of high school seniors say that they have “significant financial responsibilities.” These responsibilities include, but are not limited to, contributing to food, shelter, or clothing for themselves or their families. At the same time, a second study demonstrates that a crisis in money management exists for high school students. According to this study, 80% of high school seniors have never taken a personal finance class even though the same percentage of seniors has opened bank accounts and one-third of these account holders have bounced a check. 

Which of the following conclusions can be properly drawn from the statements above? 
A. High schools would be wise to incorporate personal finance classes into their core curricula. 
B. At least one-third of high school seniors work part-time jobs after school. 
C. The number of high school seniors with significant financial responsibilities is greater than the number of seniors who have bounced a check. 
D. Any high school seniors who contribute to food, shelter, or clothing for themselves or their families have significant financial responsibilities. 
E. The majority of high school students have no financial responsibilities to their families.
Answer: C

Explanation: 80% of the students have significant financial responsibilities. 
80% have checking accounts, of which, 1/3 of them have bounced a check. 
So, "The number of high school seniors with significant financial responsibilities is greater than the number of seniors who have bounced a check" is a concrete fact. The other choices? They might be good ideas and arguably correct as well, but C is a fact, and therefore the best answer.
82. Calorie restriction, a diet high in nutrients but low in calories, is known to prolong the life of rats and mice by preventing heart disease, cancer, diabetes, and other diseases. A six-month study of 48 moderately overweight people, who each reduced their calorie intake by at least 25 percent, demonstrated decreases in insulin levels and body temperature, with the greatest decrease observed in individuals with the greatest percentage change in their calorie intake. Low insulin level and body temperature are both considered signs of longevity, partly because an earlier study by other researchers found both traits in long-lived people. 

If the above statements are true, they support which of the following inferences? 
A. Calorie restriction produces similar results in humans as it does in rats and mice. 
B. Humans who reduce their calorie intake by at least 25 percent on a long-term basis will live longer than they would have had they not done so. 
C. Calorie intake is directly correlated to insulin level in moderately overweight individuals. 
D. Individuals with low insulin levels are healthier than individuals with high insulin levels. 
E. Some individuals in the study reduced their calorie intake by more than 25 percent.
Answer: E

Explanation: In an inference question, we need to find a choice that must be true based on one or more facts in the passage. The second sentence states: "A six-month study of 48 moderately overweight people, who each reduced their calorie intake by at least 25 percent, demonstrated decreases in insulin levels and body temperature, with the greatest decrease observed in individuals with the greatest percentage change in their calorie intake." 
If you connect the two bold portions, you will see that it must be true that some experienced decreases of greater than 25 percent (otherwise, it wouldn't make sense to speak of the "greatest decrease".) 
Notice that valid inferences are not necessarily mind-boggling and don't necessarily have to integrate the entire stimulus.
83. The violent crime rate (number of violent crimes per 1,000 residents) in Meadowbrook is 60 percent higher now than it was four years ago. The corresponding increase for Parkdale is only 10 percent. These figures support the conclusion that residents of Meadowbrook are more likely to become victims of violent crime than are residents of Parkdale. 

The argument above is flawed because it fails to take into account 
A. changes in the population density of both Parkdale and Meadowbrook over the past four years 
B. how the rate of population growth in Meadowbrook over the past four years compares to the corresponding rate for Parkdale 
C. the ratio of violent to nonviolent crimes committed during the past four years in Meadowbrook and Parkdale 
D. the violent crime rates in Meadowbrook and Parkdale four years ago 
E. how Meadowbrook’s expenditures for crime prevention over the past four years compare to Parkdale’s expenditures
Answer: D

Explanation: The conclusion is: 
“These figures support the conclusion that residents of Meadowbrook are more likely to become victims of violent crime than are residents of Parkdale. “
Even thought Meadowbrook has increased at a rate 6 times that of Parkdale over the past four years, what we don't know is their current rates. 
For example, let's say four years ago that Meadowbrook had a rate of 100, and Parkdale had a rate of 1000. Meadowbrook is now at 160, while Parkdale is now at 1100. Clearly the conclusion is now invalid. 

84. A greater number of newspapers are sold in Town S than in Town T. Therefore, the citizens of Town S are better informed about major world events than are the citizens of Town T. 

Each of the following, if true, weakens the conclusion above EXCEPT: 
(A) Town S has a larger population than Town T. 
(B) Most citizens of Town T work in Town S and buy their newspapers there. 
(C) The average citizen of Town S spends less time reading newspapers than does the average citizen of Town T. 
(D) A weekly newspaper restricted to the coverage of local events is published in Town S. 
(E) The average newsstand price of newspapers sold in Town S is lower than the average price of newspapers sold in Town T.
Answer: E

Explanation: The argument is that because there are more newspapers sold in one town, the residents of that town are better informed about world events. The actual price of the newspaper is irrelevant to this claim: even if the reason fewer newspapers are sold in Town T is that they cost more, it does not weaken the conclusion that Town T's residents are not as well informed about the world as those of Town S. 
                      A, on the other hand, does weaken because it points to an alternative explanation for why so many newspapers are sold in Town S (it's not that they are better informed, it is just that there are more of them). And, if this alternative explanation is correct, it casts doubt on the explanation (conclusion) offered in the passage. Hence, after reading choice A, you should find the conclusion less convincing than you did prior to your knowledge of choice A.

85. Market Analyst: Recent research confirms that the main cause of bad breath is bacteria build-up on the tongue. The research also concludes that tongue scrapers, when used properly, can eliminate up to 40% of the bacteria from the tongue. As the effectiveness of tongue scrapers becomes more widely known, the market for less effective breath freshening products, such as mints, gums, and sprays, will decline significantly. 

Which of the following provides the best evidence that the analyst’s argument is flawed? 
A. Some breath freshening products are advertised to eliminate up to 30% of the bacteria from the tongue. 
B. Tongue scrapers have already been on the market for a number of years. 
C. Many dentists recommend regular flossing, and not the use of the tongue scraper, to combat bad breath. 
D. A recent survey shows that 94% of those who regularly purchase breath freshening products are aware of the effectiveness of the tongue scraper. 
E. Some people buy breath freshening products for reasons other than to fight bad breath.
Answer: D

Explanation: This is actually not a "flaw in the reasoning question". In a flaw question, all of the answer choices are putative descriptions of the author's reasoning process. Instead of being descriptions of the author's reasoning process, all of the answer choices here are new facts. 
The question does not ask you to describe a fault or flaw in the author's reasoning process; instead, it asks you to find a choice that would provide the best evidence that the argument is flawed. As such, it is a cleverly worded weaken question. 
As a weaken question, we need to find a fact (again all the answer choices are facts) that would make the conclusion less likely to be true prior to our knowledge of that fact. 
The conclusion is that after learning of the effectiveness of tongue scrapers, the market for alternative bacteria-killing products (breath-fresheners) will dwindle. 
Choice D tells us that those who buy the breath-fresheners are already aware of the effectiveness of the tongue scraper (and yet they still buy the breath-fresheners). You should now find the conclusion less likely to be true.

86. Sven: Trade unions are traditionally regarded by governments and economists as restraints of trade, working against the complete freedom of the economy, but I believe that unions are indispensable since they are often the worker’s only protection against exploitation. 
Ravi: I don’t agree. The exploitation of the workers and their work is a normal part of ordinary trade just like the exploitation of natural or other material resources. 

Sven and Ravi will not be able to resolve their disagreement logically unless they 
(A) define a key term 
(B) rely on the opinions of established authorities 
(C) question an unproved premise 
(D) present supporting data 
(E) distinguish fact from opinion
Answer: A

Explanation: The answer is A because the first speaker is using the term "exploitation" in a pejorative sense. We can tell from the second speaker's response, that he did not pick up on this pejorative connotation. Instead, he interprets "exploitation" as just "utilizing".

87. There is a great deal of geographical variation in the frequency of many surgical procedures - up to tenfold variation per hundred thousand people among different areas in the numbers of hysterectomies, prostatectomies and tonsillectomies. 

To support a conclusion that much of the variation is due to unnecessary surgical procedures, it would be most important to establish which of the following? 
a. A local board of review at each hospital examines the records of each operation to determine whether the surgical procedure was necessary 
b. The variation is unrelated to factors (other than the surgical procedures themselves) that influence the incidence of diseases for which surgery might be considered 
c. There are several categories of surgical procedures that are often performed unnecessarily 
d. For certain surgical procedures, it is difficult to determine after the operation whether the procedures were necessary or weather alternative treatment would have succeeded 
e. With respect to how often they are performed unnecessarily, hysterectomies, prostatectomies, and tonsillectomies are respective of surgical procedures in general
Answer: B

Explanation: The passage tells us that certain surgeries occur at differential rates across different regions. We need to find a choice that supports the conclusion that this difference in rates is not indicative of certain surgeries being performed unnecessarily. 
So before approaching the answer choices, you should ask yourself: what other factor could account for the difference in rates? Then, you should answer yourself: maybe certain diseases occur more frequently in certain places. 
Choice B matches this insight.
88. In the years since the city of London imposed strict air-pollution regulations on local industry, the number of bird species seen in and around London has increased dramatically. Similar air-pollution rules should be imposed in other major cities. 

Each of the following is an assumption made in the argument above EXCEPT: 
(A) In most major cities, air-pollution problems are caused almost entirely by local industry. 
(B) Air-pollution regulations on industry have a significant impact on the quality of the air. 
(C) The air-pollution problems of other major cities are basically similar to those once suffered by London. 
(D) An increase in the number of bird species in and around a city is desirable. 
(E) The increased sightings of bird species in and around London reflect an actual increase in the number of species in the area.
Answer: A

Explanation: Premises of the argument are 1: London imposed strict air-pollution regulations on local industry, 2: the number of bird species seen in and around London has increased. The conclusion is: Similar air-pollution rules should be imposed in other major cities. 
a. this is not necessarily the case. Local industry may contribute to only a small portion of air pollution. A decrease in this small amount may still be sufficient to increase the bird population. NO 
b. air pollution regulation has created some desirable results in increased bird sightings. YES 
c. if we want to apply the same regulations then cities must be similar. YES 
d. if they want to impose similar rules, they want to obtain similar effects, which is more birds. YES 
e. implied in the premise, birds in and around London are representative of the surrounding area. YES
89. All of the best comedians have had unhappy childhoods. Yet, many people who have had happy childhoods are good comedians, and some good comedians who have had miserably unhappy childhoods are happy adults. 

If the statements in the passage are true, which one of the following CANNOT be true? 
(A) The proportion of good comedians who had unhappy childhoods is greater than the proportion of the best comedians who did. 
(B) Some good comedians have had unhappy childhoods and are unhappy adults. 
(C) Most of the best comedians are happy adults. 
(D) More good comedians have had unhappy childhoods than have had happy childhoods. 
(E) The proportion of comedians who are happy adults is higher than the proportions who are unhappy adults.
Answer: A

Explanation: The answer must be A. The first sentence says "All of the best comedians have had unhappy childhoods." Some of the good comedians have had unhappy childhoods. Since all of the best comedians have had unhappy childhoods, it must be impossible that there is a higher fraction of good comedians with unhappy childhoods. 
Choice C while tempting could be true: just because all of the best comedians have had unhappy childhoods does not mean that any of them are unhappy as adults.

90. Historian: Newton developed mathematical concepts and techniques that are fundamental to modern calculus. Leibniz developed closely analogous concepts and techniques. It has traditionally been thought that these discoveries were independent. Researchers have, however, recently discovered notes of Leibniz’ that discuss one of Newton’s books on mathematics. Several scholars have argued that since the book includes a presentation of Newton’s calculus concepts and techniques, and since the notes were written before Leibniz’ own development of calculus concepts and techniques, it is virtually certain that the traditional view is false. A more cautious conclusion than this is called for, however. ]Leibniz’ notes are limited to early sections of Newton’s book, sections that precede the ones in which Newton’s calculus concepts and techniques are presented. 
In the historian’s reasoning, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 
A. The first provides evidence in support of the overall position that the historian defends; the second is evidence that has been used to support an opposing position. 
B. The first provides evidence in support of the overall position that the historian defends; the second is that position. 
C. The first provides evidence in support of an intermediate conclusion that is drawn to provide support for the overall position that the historian defends; the second provides evidence against that intermediate conclusion. 
D. The first is evidence that has been used to support a conclusion that the historian criticizes; the second is evidence offered in support of the historian’s own position. 
E. The first is evidence that has been used to support a conclusion that the historian criticizes; the second is further information that substantiates that evidence.
Answer: D

Explanation: Basically this argument divides into two parts. 
Scholars/historians. 
Historians say that scholars conclude that it is virtually certain that the traditional view is false based on FIRST BOLD sentence. 
However, historians conclude that a more cautious conclusion is needed based on SECOND BOLD sentence. 
Therefore, in order to find the answer, you need to keep this two divergent view in mind. That's what D says. 
<The first is evidence that has been used to support a conclusion that the historian criticizes; the second is evidence offered in support of the historians own position.>

91. Membership in the Theta Delta Psi fraternity is easily obtained by those who have a previously had strong social connections with existing fraternity members before college. However, one must have attended high school with one or more of the members in order to forge such strong social connections. People who lack these social connections because they have not attended high school with one or more current fraternity members will therefore find it difficult to join the fraternity. 

This argument displays flawed reasoning because it neglects to consider the possibility that 
A) many of those who went to high school with TDO fraternity members did not themselves become members of the fraternity 
B) it is more important in the long run to socialize with non-fraternity members than to develop strong connections with fraternity members 
C) it is more difficult to forge social connections with fraternity members than with non-fraternity members 
D) one may easily obtain membership in the fraternity through means other than having strong social connections with existing members 
E) some current members of the fraternity did not go to high school with other members
Answer: D

Explanation: Argument says that people who have not been to high school and have not been socially connected with the current fraternity members will find it difficult to join the fraternity. ‘D’ says there are other easy ways of obtaining the membership other than having strong connections with the current members

92. Which of the following, if true, provides evidence that most logically completes the argument below? 
According to a widely held economic hypothesis, imposing strict environmental regulations reduces economic growth. This hypothesis is undermined by the fact that the states with the strictest environmental regulations also have the highest economic growth. This fact does not show that environmental regulations promote growth, however, since ______. 

A. those states with the strictest environmental regulations invest the most in education and job training 
B. Even those states that have only moderately strict environmental regulations have higher growth than those with the least-strict regulations 
C. many states that are experiencing reduced economic growth are considering weakening their environmental regulations 
D. after introducing stricter environmental regulations, many states experienced increased economic growth 
E. even those states with very weak environmental regulations have experienced at least some growth
Answer: A

Explanation: the author talks about economic growth in the premises and then asks reasoning about just growth in general.
This fact does not show that environmental regulations promote growth, however, since 
so as environmental policies does both increase economic growth and also decrease economic growth. We have to look for some other reason for growth (in general). For this A suggests a different reason for growth in countries with strict environmental policies

93. An experimental microwave clothes dryer heats neither air nor cloth. Rather, it heats water on clothes, thereby saving electricity and protecting delicate fibers by operating at a lower temperature. Microwaves are waves that usually heat metal objects, but developers of a microwave dryer are perfecting a process that will prevent thin metal objects such as hairpins from heating up and burning clothes. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly indicates that the process, when perfected, will be insufficient to make the dryer readily marketable? 
(A) Metal snap fasteners on clothes that are commonly put into drying machines are about the same thickness as most hairpins. 
(B) Many clothes that are currently placed into mechanical dryers are not placed there along with hairpins or other thin metal objects. 
(C) The experimental microwave dryer uses more electricity than future, improved models would be expected to use. 
(D) Drying clothes with the process would not cause more shrinkage than the currently used mechanical drying process causes. 
(E) Many clothes that are frequently machine-dried by prospective customers incorporate thick metal parts such as decorative brass studs or buttons.
Answer: E
Explanation:

 Evidence 
- experimental microwave not heat air or cloth -> heats water 
- save electricity and protect fibers -> lower operating temp 
- microwaves heat metal objects 
- new process prevent thin metal objects from burning clothes 
Conclusion 
The new process will be insufficient. 

A) Eliminate because it’s outside the scope. The passage isn't asking for the thickness of hairpins or metal fasteners 
C) Eliminate, using less energy is actually a bonus, so this would strengthen the argument. 
D) Eliminate because it’s outside the scope of the argument. The passage does not mention clothing shrinkage. 
Looking at answer B, if clothes are not dried with thin metal objects then developers don't have to worry about preventing metal objects from heating up and burning clothes. This actually strengthens the argument and makes the new technology more desirable. Eliminate 
In answer E, the new technology prevents thin metal objects from burning clothes. But if the majority of clothing incorporates thick metal objects, then clothing will still be damaged when dried with the new equipment. This explains why the new process will not be readily marketable. Answer should be E

94. Researchers have found that when very overweight people, who tend to have relatively low metabolic rates, lose weight primarily through dieting, their metabolisms generally remain unchanged. They will thus burn significantly fewer calories at the new weight than do people whose weight is normally at that level. Such newly thin persons will, therefore, ultimately regain weight until their body size again matches their metabolic rate. 

The conclusion of the argument above depends on which of the following assumptions? 
A. Relatively few very overweight people who have dieted down to a new weight tend to continue to consume substantially fewer calories than do people whose normal weight is at that level. 
B. The metabolisms of people who are usually not overweight are much more able to vary than the metabolisms of people who have been very overweight. 
C. The amount of calories that a person usually burns in a day is determined more by the amount that is consumed that day than by the current weight of the individual. 
D. Researchers have not yet determined whether the metabolic rates of formerly very overweight individuals can be accelerated by means of chemical agents. 
E. Because of the constancy of their metabolic rates, people who are at their usual weight normally have as much difficulty gaining weight as they do losing it.
Answer: A

Explanation: B,D and E are out ... as they are too broad... 
C --> If food consumption affects the calorie burning rate --> food consumption changes metabolic rate---> contradicts the stimuli 
A --> if very few people consume fewer calories then this explains why not many are able to remain at their new weight.

95. A study followed a group of teenagers who had never smoked and tracked whether they took up smoking and how their mental health changed. After one year, the incidence of depression among those who had taken up smoking was four times as high as it was among those who had not. Since nicotine in cigarettes changes brain chemistry, perhaps thereby affecting mood, it is likely that smoking contributes to depression in teenagers. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 
A. Participants who were depressed at the start of the study were no more likely to be smokers after one year than those who were not depressed. 
B. The study did not distinguish between participants who smoked only occasionally and those who were heavy smokers. 
C. Few, if any, of the participants in the study were friends or relatives of other participants. 
D. Some participants entered and emerged from a period of depression within the year of the study. 
E. The researchers did not track use of alcohol by the teenagers.
Answer: A

Explanation: A. Weakens 
B. smoking is smoking, be it occasional or heavy and smoking would have caused depression. 
C. it might imply passive smoking, but there is no mention of it and we are not sure whether they are smokers or not. 
E. Effect of alcohol is not in the argument.

96. One state adds a 7 percent sales tax to the price of most products purchased within its jurisdiction. This tax, therefore, if viewed as tax on income, has the reverse effect of the federal income tax: the lower the income, the higher the annual percentage rate at which the income is taxed. 

The conclusion above would be properly drawn if which of the following were assumed as a premise? 
(A) The amount of money citizens spend on products subject to the state tax tends to be equal across income levels. 
(B) The federal income tax favors citizens with high incomes, whereas the state sales tax favors citizens with low incomes. 
(C) Citizens with low annual incomes can afford to pay a relatively higher percentage of their incomes in state sales tax, since their federal income tax is relatively low. 
(D) The lower a state's sales tax, the more it will tend to redistribute income from the more affluent citizens to the rest of society. 
(E) Citizens who fail to earn federally taxable income are also exempt from the state sales tax.
Answer: A

Explanation: Now what is the conclusion? 
This tax, therefore, if viewed as tax on income, has the reverse effect of the federal income tax: the lower the income, the higher the annual percentage rate at which the income is taxed. 

Now if the amount that you pay is the same then what happens to the percentage rate as it was discussed. 
TAX/(low income) and TAX/(high income) 

the first one is definitely greater than the second and it is the way in which I reasoned it out. 
If we assume that people with different income levels spend different amounts then the relation as mentioned in the stimulus (the lower the income, the higher the annual percentage rate at which the income is taxed) could not have been achieved. 
So even if we take the different approach for an assumption question (negating the choices to get a weakening option), A seems to be the best one.

97. The general availability of high-quality electronic scanners and color printers for computers has made the counterfeiting of checks much easier. In order to deter such counterfeiting, several banks plan to issue to their corporate customers checks that contain dots too small to be accurately duplicated by any electronic scanner currently available; when such checks are scanned and printed, the dots seem to blend together in such a way that the word "VOID" appears on the check 

A questionable assumption of the plan is that 
A. in the territory served by the banks the proportion of counterfeit checks that are made using electronic scanners has remained approximately constant over the past few years 
B. most counterfeiters who use electronic scanners counterfeit checks only for relatively large amounts of money 
C. the smallest dots on the proposed checks cannot be distinguished visually except under strong magnification 
D. most corporations served by these banks will not have to pay more for the new checks than for traditional checks 
E. the size of the smallest dots that generally available electronic scanners are able to reproduce accurately will not decrease significantly in the near future.
Answer: E

Explanation: E says that the argument relies on the assumption that the printers will not be able to print smaller dots accurately in the near future. 
if the size that the scanners are accurately able to produce decreases then they are able to reproduce smaller sized dots thereby circumventing the efforts of the banks. 
I think "questionable assumption" questions should be treated just like assumption questions. It's questionability is irrelevant so long as it is the assumption on which the argument relies on. I suppose this assumption is questionable because it is not likely that the generally available printers will suddenly improve. It is more likely that there will be improved scanners that are brought into the market.
98. Which of the following most logically completes the passage? 
Each species of moth has an optimal body temperature for effective flight, and when air temperatures fall much below that temperature, the moths typically have to remain inactive on vegetation for extended periods, leaving them highly vulnerable to predators. In general, larger moths can fly faster than smaller ones and hence have a better chance of evading flying predators, but they also have higher optimal body temperatures, which explains why ______. 
A. large moths are generally able to maneuver better in flight than smaller moths 
B. large moths are proportionally much more common in warm climates than in cool climates 
C. small moths are more likely than large moths to be effectively camouflaged while on vegetation 
D. large moths typically have wings that are larger in proportion to their body size than smaller moths do 
E. most predators of moths prey not only on several different species of moth but also on various species of other insects
Answer: A

Explanation: From the argument "More body temperature -> More effective flight". From this point choice A should be right

99. As a practical matter, the copper available for industrial use should not be thought of as limited by the quantity of copper deposits, known or unknown. The transmutation of one chemical element into another is a modern reality, through the methods of nuclear physics. Therefore, the quantity of a natural resource such as copper cannot be calculated even in principle, because copper can be made from other metals. 
Which of the following, if true, is the strongest argument against the argument above? 
A) Although it is possible that additional deposits of copper will be found, geological considerations strongly indicate that they will not amount to more than fifty-year supply. 
B) The production of copper from other metals in industrial quantities would be prohibitively expensive in energy and materials. 
C) Synthetic materials have been discovered that can serve as practical substitutes for copper in most of its uses. 
D) It will be impractical, in the foreseeable future, to mine any deposits of metal that may exist on the moon or on other planets. 
E) Methods for estimating the amount of copper available in currently known deposits have become very sophisticated and have proved some accurate
Answer: B

Explanation: Although the passage establishes that the transmutation of one element to another is a theoretical reality, B tells you that, in practice, it is not feasible (b/c it is so expensive). Accordingly, we can't (as of yet) behave as though the supply of copper is unlimited. 
In order to weaken the argument, we need to find a choice that will suggest that this process of transmutation does not establish an unlimited supply of copper. Choice A fails to weaken because it does not at all discuss transmutation

100. At Legal Services, LLC last year, the average annual salary for attorneys was $75,000, while the average salary for paralegals was $50,000. The average annual salary for all Legal Services, LLC employees was $45,000. 

If the information above is correct, which one of the following conclusions can properly be drawn on the basis of it? 
A. There were twice as many attorneys at Legal Services, LLC as there were paralegals last year. 
B. There were more paralegals than attorneys at Legal Services, LLC last year. 
C. There were two attorneys and three paralegals at Legal Services, LLC last year. 
D. There was at least one Legal Services, LLC employee who earned less than the average paralegal earned last year. 
E. At least one paralegal made less than $50,000 last year.
Answer: D

Explanation: we know that both lawyers and paralegals make more than the average (on average). If that is the case, then there must be at least one employee at the firm who makes less than the average who will compensate for the "pull-up" coming from the average lawyers' and average paralegals' salaries. 

It might be the mail boy who makes six dollars an hour or, perhaps, there are a whole bunch of first year attorneys and first year paralegals who make very little, say 20k, while the established attorneys are making six figures (and in the end it washes out to 75k avg for attorneys and 50k avg for paralegals). 

But if there wasn't at least one employee at the firm who made less than the 45 K average, then each and every paralegal would be making more than the average and each and every attorney would be making more than the average of 45 k, which is obviously absurd. Instead, the average would be somewhere between the two numbers of 75k and 50k (depending on the ration of lawyers to paralegals, and depending on the distribution within those two categories), and that would falsify information in the passage (which information the question told us to treat as correct).

101. A major city uses income from tax revenues to fund incentives for high-end retailers from out of town to open stores in its new downtown shopping district. Although city taxes on such stores will generate tax revenues greater than the cost of the incentives, this practice is unwise. Locally based high-end retailers would open stores in the new shopping district without requiring the city to spend tax revenue on incentives.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the city's policy of offering cash incentives to out-of-town retailers?

A. Some retailers already headquartered in the city sell similar brands at similar prices to those of high-end retailers from out of town.

B. The city's tax revenues have been steadily declining for the past decade.

C. A longstanding city law exempts locally-based businesses from having to pay city taxes.

D. The practice of cities offering cash incentives to retailers began less than a decade ago.

E. Unlike retailers headquartered in the city, the high-end retailers offered cash incentives have hundreds of stores across the country.
Answer: C

Explanation: 

The first is that of a city: this city concludes that it should use tax money to fund incentives to persuade retailers from out of town to open locations in its shopping district, based on the evidence that tax revenue generated by these retailers will be greater than the cost of the incentives.

The second is that of the author, who concludes that the city should not pursue this policy, based on the evidence that retailers from inside the city would move into its business district for free.

We are asked to support the city's argument, which will likely involve weakening the argument of the author against the city's policy. Our answer should give us additional evidence for why the city will be better off with out-of-town retailers in its shopping district, even though they must be paid to move there.

Choice C, does provide us with such information. If locally based businesses are exempt from city taxes, this means that “the city won't gain any tax revenues at all from these businesses”. Therefore, despite the cost of the incentives, the city will gain greater net tax revenue from out-of-town retailers' stores than from locally-based retailers' stores. This weakens the author's argument and thus strengthens the city's argument.

102. Advertisement: The world's best coffee beans come from Colombia. The more Colombian beans in a blend of coffee, the better the blend, and no company purchases more Colombian beans than Kreemo Coffee, Inc. So it only stands to reason that if you buy a can of Kreemo's coffee, you're buying the best blended coffee available today. 

The reasoning of the argument in the advertisement is flawed because it overlooks the possibility that 
(A) the equipment used by Kreemo to blend and package its coffee is no different from that used by most other coffee producers 
(B) not all of Kreemo's competitors use Colombian coffee beans in the blends of coffee they sell 
(C) Kreemo sells more coffee than does any other company 
(D) Kreemo's coffee is the most expensive blended coffee available today 
(E) the best unblended coffee is better than the best blended coffee
Answer: C

Explanation:

Conclusion of the argument: 
if you buy a can of Kreemo's coffee, you're buying the best blended coffee available today 
Premises 
(1) The world's best coffee beans come from Colombia. 
(2) The more Colombian beans in a blend of coffee, the better the blend 
(3) no company purchases more Colombian beans than Kreemo Coffee, Inc. 
Therefore the argument has an inherent assumption that because kreemo purchases more coffee than any other company, the cans it makes have a higher blend of Columbian beens. 
However, if Kreemo sells more coffee than any other company, then it manufacturers more coffee than any other company. Hence the extra Columbian beans don't increase the blend of individual cans of Coffee, but they increase the Number of Cans, which is what is stated in C.

103. Lyme disease is caused by a bacterium transmitted to humans by deer ticks. Generally deer ticks pick up the bacterium while in the larval stage from feeding on infected whitefooted mice. However, certain other species on which the larvae feed do not harbor the bacterium. Therefore, if the population of these other species were increased, the number of ticks acquiring the bacterium? And hence the number of people contracting Lyme disease-would likely decline. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 
A. Ticks do not suffer any adverse consequences from carrying the bacterium that causes Lyme disease in humans. 
B. There are no known cases of a human's contracting Lyme disease through contact with white-footed mice. 
C. A deer tick feeds only once while in the larval stage. 
D. A single host animal can be the source of bacteria for many tick larvae. 
E. None of the other species on which deer tick larvae feed harbor other bacteria that ticks transmit to humans.
Answer: C

Explanation: In the passage, part of the author's evidence is that right now the deer tick larvae are picking up the bacteria that cause lyme disease by feeding on these infected white-footed mice. Because this is part of the author's evidence, this information must be true (in arguments, the evidence is "given" to the author). 


The question stem tells us to treat the answer choices as "true"; in other words, as facts. Fact (C) tells us that they only feed once a year. If we put these two facts together we should be quite surprised. They only feed once, and yet they somehow manage to feed on these mice that transmit the bacteria. 


This suggests that the reason they are feeding on these mice is a limited availability of the infection-free food sources rather than some alternative explanation (such as preference). Fact (C), therefore, improves the likelihood of the plan's working; accordingly, it is a strengthener. 

The other choices are either outside the scope or extreme (remember he was arguing that an increase in the supply of safe infection-free food sources would diminish the problem not negate it).

104. One reason why European music has had such a strong influence throughout the world, and why it is a sophisticated achievement, is that over time the original function of the music whether ritual, dance, or worship gradually became an aspect of its style, not its defining force. Dance music could stand independent of dance, for example, and sacred music independent of religious worship, because each composition has so much internal coherence that the music ultimately depends on nothing but itself. 

The claims made above are compatible with each of the following EXCEPT: 
(A) African music has had a more powerful impact on the world than European music has had. 
(B) European military and economic expansionism partially explains the global influence of European music. 
(C) The original functions of many types of Chinese music are no longer their defining forces. 
(D) Music that is unintelligible when it is presented independently of its original function tends to be the most sophisticated music. 
(E) Some works of art lose their appeal when they are presented to serve a function other than their original one.
Answer: D

Explanation: The author of the passage is explaining a phenomenon or, more technically, advancing an explanation for a phenomenon. (Phenomenon=set of observed facts that demand an explanation or a reconciliation.) The phenomenon is "...why European music has had such a strong influence throughout the world, and why it is a sophisticated achievement..." 
The explanation is that the various reasons for each musical form's original existence (European dance music, European religious music, etc) ceased to be factors informing the music's "defining force"; instead, they were relegated to being mere "...aspect(s)...of style..". 
In other words, the general reason European music became such a sophisticated achievement is that it (presumably, gradually) became intelligible independently from its original function. 

As such, choice D is incompatible with the passage, and must be the correct answer. 
But what does "compatible" mean? Well, "incompatible" means "contradict", so "compatible" must mean "anything that does not contradict". So, the four wrong answers could be true, and the right answer is something the passage will have proven false. 
The more outside the scope of the passage an answer choice is, the less likely the passage will have proven it necessarily false, and the more likely it becomes something that is possibly true. Choices B and C are very much outside the scope of the passage, so they very easily could be true (=compatible), and can be eliminated immediately. 
Choice E discusses "works of art" but a) we don't know whether music qualifies as a work of art and b) the author has treated music in the passage as something much more than a mere "work of art". 
Choice A is a bit trickier but it could still be true (compatible): European music having "a strong influence" clearly allows for African (and other kinds of) music having a stronger influence.

105. Mullen has proposed to raise taxes on the rich, who made so much money during the past decade. Yet Mullen’s tax records show heavy investment in business during that time and large profits; so Mullen’s proposal does not deserve our consideration. 

The flawed reasoning in the argument above is most similar to the flawed reasoning in which one of the following? 
(A) Do not vote for Smith’s proposed legislation to subsidize child care for working parents; Smith is a working parent. 
(B) Do not put any credence in Dr. Han’s recent proposal to ban smoking in all public places; Dr. Han is a heavy smoker. 
(C) The previous witness’s testimony ought to be ignored; he has been convicted of both forgery and mail fraud. 
(D) Board member Timm’s proposal to raise the salaries of the company’s middle managers does not deserve to be considered; Timm’s daughter is a middle manager at the company’s headquarters. 
(E) Dr. Wasow’s analysis of the design of this bridge should not be taken seriously; after all, Dr. Wasow has previously only designed factory buildings.
Answer: B

Explanation: The author argues that Mullen's proposal should not be considered b/c Mullen is a member of the group that would be detrimental by that proposal (he would have to pay more taxes). 
Similarly Choice B's author argues that Dr. Han's proposal should not be considered b/c Dr. Han is a member of the group that would be detrimental by that proposal (his freedom of choice would be limited). 
Choice A is tempting but rather than being harmed by the proposal, Smith would benefit from it.

106.  Dear Applicant: 
Thank you for your application. Unfortunately, we are unable to offer you a position in our local government office for the summer. As you know, funding for summer jobs is limited, and it is impossible for us to offer jobs to all those who want them. Consequently, we are forced to reject many highly qualified applicants. 

Which of the following can be inferred from the letter? 
(A) The number of applicants for summer jobs in the government office exceeded the number of summer jobs available. 
(B) The applicant who received the letter was considered highly qualified. 
(C) Very little funding was available for summer jobs in the government office. 
(D) The application of the person who received the letter was considered carefully before being rejected. 
(E) Most of those who applied for summer jobs were considered qualified for the available positions.
Answer: A

Explanation: An inference is something that must be true based on the passage. So the right answer to an inference question is something that must be true while the four wrong answers are things that could be false. If a choice could be false, it is wrong. So you can ask of each answer choice: could it be false? 
  
Could choice B be false? Yes, it can. Just because they reject highly qualified applicants, does not mean that this particular applicant was highly qualifed. In order to think that this choice must be true, you would have to assume that there was no other reason (other than the applicant being highly qualifed) for why the letter-writer would tell the applicant that they had to reject many highly qualifed applicants. But there is an alternative reason: civility. The moment you see that you would have to assume something else in order for the choice to be necessarily true is the moment you know the choice could be false, and therefore, wrong. 
  
On the other hand, could choice A be false? Choice A states "The number of applicants for summer jobs in the government office exceeded the number of summer jobs available." If this were false, it would mean that they did not have enough applicants to fill up all the jobs. Can that be the case? 
  
Well, we learn in the passage that "...it is impossible for us to offer jobs to all those who want them." and that "Consequently, we are forced to reject many highly qualified applicants." 
  
So, the reason they are unable to offer jobs to many highly qualified applicants is because there are not enough jobs. Thus, choice A cannot be false...if it were false, then one of the last two sentences in the passage (or both) would be false. And in an inference question we have to treat everything in the passage as necessarily true.

107. There is relatively little room for growth in the overall carpet market, which is tied to the size of the population. Most who purchase carpet do so only once or twice, first in their twenties or thirties, and then perhaps again in their fifties or sixties. Thus as the population ages, companies producing carpet will be able to gain market share in the carpet market only through purchasing competitors, and not through more aggressive marketing. 

Which one of the following, if true, casts the most doubt on the conclusion above? 
(A) Most of the major carpet producers market other floor coverings as well. 
(B) Most established carpet producers market several different brand names and varieties, and there is no remaining niche in the market for new brands to fill. 
(C) Two of the three mergers in the industry’s last ten years led to a decline in profits and revenues for the newly merged companies. 
(D) Price reductions, achieved by cost-cutting in production, by some of the dominant firms in the carpet market are causing other producers to leave the market altogether. 
(E) The carpet market is unlike most markets in that consumers are becoming increasingly 
resistant to new patterns and styles
Answer: D

Explanation: The conclusion is: "as the population ages, companies producing carpet will be able to gain market share in the carpet market only through purchasing competitors, and not through more aggressive marketing". 
This conclusion is a prediction. Whenever the author advances a prediction, one necessary assumption he makes is: whatever must happen for the prediction to come to pass will happen. And notice how extreme the conclusion is: the ONLY way they can gain market share is through purchase of competitors. 
So, the author is assuming there are no other ways market share can be gained (this is what must happen in order for the prediction to happen; if there are other ways they can gain market share, then the prediction will not necessarily happen). 
In a weaken question, we find a choice that attacks the assumption...that is what choice D is doing.

108. Amphibian populations are declining in numbers worldwide. Not coincidentally, the earth’s ozone layer has been continuously depleted throughout the last 50 years. Atmospheric ozone blocks UV-B, a type of ultraviolet radiation that is continuously produced by the sun, and which can damage genes. Because amphibians lack hair, hide, or feathers to shield them, they are particularly vulnerable to UV-B radiation. In addition, their gelatinous eggs lack the protection of leathery or hard shells. Thus, the primary cause of the declining amphibian population is the depletion of the ozone layer. 

Each of the following, if true, would strengthen the argument EXCEPT: 
(A) Of the various types of radiation blocked by atmospheric ozone, UV-B is the only type that can damage genes. 
(B) Amphibian populations are declining far more rapidly than are the populations of non-amphibian species whose tissues and eggs have more natural protection from UV-B. 
(C) Atmospheric ozone has been significantly depleted above all the areas of the world in which amphibian populations are declining. 
(D) The natural habitat of amphibians has not become smaller over the past century. 
(E) Amphibian populations have declined continuously for the last 50 years.
Answer: A

[image: image1.png]Wunderlitch park, located in Madison county, has a strict regulation requiring mountain bicyclists to wear helmets. Recently, a group of bicyclists acknowledged that helmets

may prevent injuries to the wearer, but protested claiming the park should only regulate activities that may hurt a third party. Hence, the bicyclists argued that they should
have the right to refrain from wearing helmets.

Which of the following, i true, most seriously weakens the conclusion i the passage?

Ninety percent of bicyclists who use Wunderlitch park prefer to wear a helmet to protect themselves in case of an accident

Lawyers for Wunderlitch park have wamed that the repeal of the helmet reguiation would lead to an increase In general admission park entrance fees to cover the legal
expenses associated with personal injury lawstits

Motorcyclists in a neighboring county are required to wear a helmet while on the road.

Parks that require the use of helmets have a lower percentage of accidents resutiing in deaths than parks that don't require the use of helmets.
More bicyclists who do not wear helmets are seriously injured in accidents than bicyclists who do wear helmets.




Answer: B
Explanation: The bicyclists' argument is that the regulation requiring them to wear helmets ought to be removed because it is aimed at a harm that only the bicyclists would suffer. 
In other words, the bicyclists are saying: "hey, only we would be hurt, and we should be allowed to do what we want with ourselves so long as it does not harm anyone else, so get rid of the helmet-rule." 
The bicyclists are assuming that the only kind of harm that could exist (without the helmet regulation) is physical harm; that third parties won't be harmed b/c they won't be physically harmed. We need to find a choice that attacks this assumption. 

Choice B does a fine job of that. Lawyers are warning that (without the helmet-rule) everyone would have to pay more. Everyone else is a third party, and they would definitely be hurt if they had to pay more. Wunderlitch park would now be able to use this information to respond effectively against the bicyclists' claim: "You say that if we get rid of the helmet-rule only you would be hurt, but lawyers are telling us that without the helmet rule everyone would have to pay more." 
Now, had the bicyclists said "we are the only ones who can be physically injured" it would have been different from "hurt" to a "third party".

The bicyclists' assumption has to do with no harm befalling any third party. Choice D does not target this assumption because it fails to make any explicit connection to a third party

109. Politician: Those economists who claim that consumer price increases have averaged less than 3 percent over the last year are mistaken. They clearly have not shopped anywhere recently. Gasoline is up 10 percent over the last year; my auto insurance, 12 percent; newspapers, 15 percent; propane, 13%; bread, 
50 percent. 

The reasoning in the politician’s argument is most vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that the argument 
(A) impugns the character of the economists rather than addressing their arguments 
(B) fails to show that the economists mentioned are not experts in the area of consumer prices 
(C) mistakenly infers that something is not true from the claim that it has not been shown to be so 
(D) uses evidence drawn from a small sample that may well be unrepresentative 
(E) attempts to persuade by making an emotional appeal
Answer: D

Explanation: The politician mentions a few things with price increases. He has highlighted just a few things from thousands of consumer products. The argument talks about average consumer prices and the politician is talking about individual price rise.

110. Cézanne’s art inspired the next generation of artists, twentieth-century modernist creators of abstract art. 
While most experts rank Cézanne as an early modernist, a small few reject this idea. Françoise Cachin, for example, bluntly states that such an ascription is “overplayed,” and says that Cézanne’s work is “too often observed from a modern point of view.” 

Which one of the following statements is most strongly supported by the information above? 
(A) Cézanne’s work is highly controversial. 
(B) Cézanne was an early creator of abstract art. 
(C) Cézanne’s work helped to develop modernism. 
(D) Modern art owes less to Cézanne than many experts believe. 
(E) Cézanne’s work tends to be misinterpreted as modernist.
Answer: C

Explanation: In an inference question, we need to find a choice that must be true based on one or more statements in the passage. The four wrong answers are things that could be false. You can ask of each choice: "did the stimulus prove that it has to be true or could it be false?" 
Looking at the choices,
(A) Most experts rank him as a modernist but a small few reject this idea. So the idea that he is "highly controversial" could easily be false. 
(B) We are told that the experts themselves are in disagreement about this idea. Therefore, it could easily be false. 
(C) Because Cezanne's art "inspired...the modernist creators of abstract art" this choice must be true. 
At this point, we would stop and choose C, but let's look at the other choices. Choices D and E can be eliminated in one fell swoop: although we learn what most experts believe and that a small few disagree with them, we never actually learn the author's position. Therefore, these choices could easily be false.

111. The marketing department recently announced that advertising in the quarterly journal will cost 15 to 20 percent more next summer than it cost last summer. The members of the marketing department argued that in spite of this increase, advertisers will continue to profit from advertising in the journal, so advertising space will be no harder to sell next summer than it was last summer. 

Which one of the following, if true, would most support the marketing department's argument? 
A. The cost of production and distribution of products typically advertised in the journal are expected to rise 5 to 10 percent in the next year. 
B. The system for tracking the number of people who subscribe to the quarterly journal will change next summer. 
C. Next summer, advertising space in the journal will no longer be available in blocks smaller than 1/4 page. 
D. The amount of advertising space purchased by providers of services is increasing, while the amount of advertising space purchased by providers of products is decreasing. 
E. A recent survey has shown that the average amount of time people spend reading the quarterly journal is increasing at a rate of 3 percent every month.
Answer: E

Explanation: One assumption in the GMAT that you are expected to know, I've found, is that any media charges advertisers for advertisements based on the circulation. This makes sense: if the advertisement is read by 10,000 people versus 100,000 people, you'd pay more for the latter circulation. 
So, the argument is that even if we charge 20% more for advertisers to place ads, they will still place ads. This means anything that demonstrates more people will see the ads will strengthen this argument. 
(A) This weakens argument - if both marketing costs AND production costs are going up, the profit potential falls even faster. This makes it HARDER to sell ads. 
(B) This doesn't say anything about circulation increasing, nor if that means ads will be able to be targeted better. So, we can't draw anything from this. 
(C) This weakens argument - some advertisers probably like the smaller (and necessarily cheaper) ads. This makes it HARDER to sell ads. 
(D) This doesn't say anything as to the TOTAL number of advertisers, so it's unknown if it will be EASIER or HARDER to sell ads. 
(E) This states that people will spend more time reading the magazine. It follows if they spend more time reading the magazine, they probably will see more ads. This is more attractive to advertisers, thus it will be EASIER to sell ads.

112. Samples from a ceramic vase found at a tomb in Sicily prove that the vase was manufactured in Greece. Since the occupant of the tomb died during the reign of a Sicilian ruler who lived 2,700 years ago, the location of the vase indicates that there was trade between Sicily and Greece 2,700 years ago. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
(A) Sicilian potters who lived during the reign of the ruler did not produce work of the same level of quality as did Greek potters. 
(B) Sicilian clay that was used in the manufacture of pottery during the ruler’s reign bore little resemblance to Greek clay used to manufacture pottery at that time. 
(C) At the time that the occupant of the tomb was alive, there were ships capable of transporting large quantities of manufactured goods between Sicily and Greece. 
(D) The vase that was found at the Sicilian tomb was not placed there many generations later by descendants of the occupant of the tomb. 
(E) The occupant of the tomb was not a member of the royal family to which the Sicilian ruler belonged.
Answer: D

Explanation: The scope of the argument is the "location". Where was the vase? not the quality of the vase. If you read one more time, the author never mentions "quality" of vase in the premise or the conclusion. Therefore, A is the definite out of scope. 
D says the vase wasn't placed there later by descendents of the occupant of the tomb and it is the proper assumption of the argument. 
In other words, the descendents (who live 21st century) can't put the vase when their ancestor (who lived 12th century) passed away. The descendents weren't even born. You know what I mean... unless those people have a "back to the future time machine" to travel way back to 12th century to attend the funeral. 

113. A recent report determined that although only three percent of drivers on Maryland highways equipped their vehicles with radar detectors, thirty-three percent of all vehicles ticketed for exceeding the speed limit were equipped with them. Clearly, drivers who equip their vehicles with radar detectors are more likely to exceed the speed limit regularly than are drivers who do not. 

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions? 
(A) Drivers who equip their vehicles with radar detectors are less likely to be ticketed for exceeding the speed limit than are drivers who do not. 
(B) Drivers who are ticketed for exceeding the speed limit are more likely to exceed the speed limit regularly than are drivers who are not ticketed. 
(C) The number of vehicles that were ticketed for exceeding the speed limit was greater than the number of vehicles that were equipped with radar detectors. 
(D) Many of the vehicles that were ticketed for exceeding the speed limit were ticketed more than once in the time period covered by the report. 
(E) Drivers on Maryland highways exceeded the speed limit more often than did drivers on other state highways not covered in the report.
Answer: B

Explanation:

A> This is opposite of the conclusion 
B> The correct answer 
C> There is no evidence for this statement 
D> This answer does not support the conclusion, even if we negate this assumption the conclusion will not get affected. 
E> Out of scope.

114. Rice is a staple crop in the country of Bhupet, and enough is produced each year to both meet the country's demand and be a major export. This season, however, rice yields fell 20% due to infestation by rice blast fungus. Because rice commands a somewhat higher price on the export market than the domestic market, economists warn that the Bhupet people will not be able to buy the rice they need. In order to help the local economy, therefore, the Prime Minister of Bhupet has proposed distributing state-subsidized rice coupons to each citizen.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly calls into question the likelihood that implementation of the Prime Minister's proposal will have the desired consequence?  

(A) Even if the rice coupons do not allow citizens of Bhupet to consume as much rice as they do in a typical year, the existence of the coupons will help maintain general confidence in the economy.  

(B) Rice distributors in Bhupet are willing to sell rice to the government at a price below the domestic market price.  

(C) Rice is a fundamental component in the diet of most citizens of Bhupet, and it is their main source of vitamin B1.  

(D) The exportation of rice makes up 75% of Bhupet's foreign trade and is the direct or indirect source of employment for 10% of the adult population.  

(E) Not all citizens of Bhupet would require state-subsidized rice coupons to afford their usual rice intake.
Answer: D

Explanation: (A) This strengthens the argument: The coupons will make people more confident in the economy.
(B) This, if anything, strengthens the argument; the subsidized rice will not cost the government as much as it might otherwise. For the most part, though, it is not relevant to the argument.
(C) Again, this appears to strengthen the argument--it shows how important rice is to citizens. Like (B) though, it isn't directly related to the economy.
(D) This is correct. While the argument emphasizes the importance of the domestic market, this choice shows us that the export market has a direct effect on the health of the domestic economy. If the government acquires a large amount of rice, it is likely that rice exports will be curtailed by that amount, thus harming the economy.
(E)This is irrelevant; the argument would still be valid if only a large percentage of citizens required the coupons.

115. Within Central City, the high-end retailer RiverRock makes most of its sales at its flagship store in Central Plaza, a major commuter center in the business district. Nevertheless, marketing strategists at RiverRock propose increasing revenues by closing the lease on this high-rent location and focusing on its smaller satellite stores throughout the region.

Which of the following, if true, casts most doubt on the viability of the plan by RiverRock's marketing strategists to focus on smaller satellite stores?  

(A) Most of the merchandise available at RiverRock's flagship store is also available at each of its satellite stores.  

(B) The frequency with which consumers who live near Central Plaza shop at RiverRock is roughly equal to that of consumers who live in the suburbs, where most of the satellite stores are located.  

(C) When RiverRock opened its flagship store fifteen years ago, it closed two smaller stores in the Central City area.  

(D) Retailers such as RiverRock find that smaller suburban stores experience more consistent sales from year to year than do flagship stores, which depend on huge sales in November and December.  

(E) The sales of the flagship RiverRock store allow the company to devote large sums to television advertising in Central City, which has a significant positive impact on satellite store sales.
Answer: E

Explanation: The goal of the plan is to increase revenues; the marketing strategists believe this will happen by closing the flagship store and focusing on smaller satellite stores. The underlying assumption is that the high rent of the flagship store (and, perhaps, other costs associated with maintaining the location) is not worth the resulting revenues. Consider each choice in turn: 

(A) This choice suggests that the satellite stores are capable of doing everything the flagship store can do, so it doesn't cast doubt on the plan.
(B) There's no apparent distinction between the flagship stores and the satellite stores here; there's nothing directly relevant to revenues.
(C) This choice is also not directly relevant. It suggests there is some connection between opening flagship stores and opening satellite stores, but it's not clear what that has to do with revenue.
(D) This would seem to strengthen the plan, if anything; the satellite stores are more consistent than the flagship. However, it still isn't directly relevant: Consistency doesn't necessarily translate into higher revenues.
(E) This is correct. It shows that the revenues of the satellite stores are dependent on the results of the revenues of the flagship store. If the flagship store were closed, the revenues of the satellite stores would likely be affected.

116. As part of a plan to overhaul a car company's lagging sales due to its image as environmentally irresponsible, consultants recently proposed the release of a new car line. The new line of small, high-mileage and hybrid vehicles would appeal to a set of consumers who would never have previously considered buying from the company. In that way, the company could easily retain the market for its traditional vehicles while tapping into a new market niche and expanding its revenue base.

Which of the following, if true, would most strongly support the consultants' proposal?  

(A) The majority of cars currently manufactured by the company is large and is not known for their fuel efficiency.  

(B) A reliable survey of the company's previous customers showed that most of them would more strongly consider buying from the company again if it offered hybrid vehicles.  

(C) Car sales for all companies have lagged in the last two years, but are expected to increase in the next six months.  

(D) A new focus on small, high-mileage, and hybrid vehicles would require research and development investment greater than the company's CEO has made in his tenure to date.  

(E) As most car companies develop small, high-mileage, and hybrid vehicles, the profit margins in this competitive arena are expected to shrink.
Answer: B

Explanation: The proposal involves releasing a new line of small, high-mileage, and hybrid vehicles, which don't appear to have previously been the company's strong suit. The argument assumes that releasing the new line will have the effect of increasing revenue without losing its current customer base. Consider each choice in turn: 

(A) This choice suggests that the company has a lot of improvements to make, but it doesn't tell us whether those improvements, as suggested by the consultants, would have the desired impact.
(B) This is correct. The survey (a "reliable" one, so we don't have to worry about sampling issues) addresses the potential concern that the company would lose its previous customers, who were not customers of smaller or hybrid vehicles.
(C) This weakens the argument somewhat, suggesting that perhaps this car company's sales lagged only because of industry-wide declines.
(D) This is irrelevant. The argument is concerned with revenue, not with costs.
(E) As with (D), this choice is not relevant to expanding "revenue" base. Profit margins consider both revenue and cost. In order for this choice to be correct, we would need to know that developing this type of vehicle would cause revenues to shrink, not just profits.

117. EnergyMill Company Advertisement:

An Environmental Impact Coalition report shows that wind power produces the fewest pollutants among all green energy alternatives. This shows that EnergyMill wind turbines are the best choice for powering new developments in rural areas.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument in the advertisement?  

(A) An earlier Environmental Impact Coalition report showed that solar power produces fewer pollutants than does wind power.  

(B) In the last five years, the government has invested more in wind power than in any other form of green energy.  

(C) The dispersion of homes in rural areas makes wind power several times more expensive that conventional energy sources.  

(D) The difference between the number of pollutants generated by wind power and conventional power sources is quite pronounced.  

(E) The Environmental Impact Coalition issues reports only once a year.
Answer: C

Explanation: The shift from the first sentence to the second makes the assumption clear. The argument relies on the underlying claim that, because wind power produces the fewest pollutants, it is the best choice. More probably, there are other considerations. The correct choice will likely point out some other consideration that may outweigh the level of pollutants. 

(A) A reference to an earlier (or different) report is almost always wrong; we have no way of comparing the validity of the two reports. Anyway, it doesn't address the assumption.
(B) The level of government investment is similar to a separate report, as in (A). If anything, it strengthens the claims of wind power supporters, but to be a strengthener, we must assume that the government is making a valid choice.
(C) This is correct. This is a strong reason why wind power may not be the best choice for new rural areas.
(D) This is an irrelevant comparison. The evidence in the argument compares wind power to other green energy alternatives. If anything, this point strengthens the argument, but not very effectively.
(E) The frequency of reports has no effect whatsoever on the argument.

118. Marketing strategists at a major video retailer are discussing ways to increase revenues by boosting mid-week DVD rentals, which generally fall far below weekend rentals. One plan to accomplish this is to extend the return date for DVDs rented between Monday and Wednesday so that customers may keep them until Friday. Since more customers will return to the store on Fridays, they will be also be more likely to rent again for the weekend.

Which of the following, if true, would indicate the most serious weakness in the plan above?  

(A) The number of clerks currently employed by the video retailer is not sufficient to handle a significant increase in business on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  

(B) Customers who are lured by extended return dates for mid-week DVD rentals are much less likely than the average customer to rent a DVD on Friday.  

(C) Even if the video retailer increases its mid-week rentals, some customers will continue to rent only on Fridays.  

(D) The video retailer currently offers two-day rentals, so the plan would not provide an additional inducement to rent DVDs on Wednesday.  

(E) The video retailer would rent more DVDs by extending return dates on Friday and Saturday rentals than on Monday through Wednesday rentals.
Answer: B

Explanation: The plan's goal is to increase revenues; the method of doing so is to increase mid-week DVD rentals. The plan appears to rest of two premises: Extended return dates will bring in more customers during the week, and those customers will rent again on Friday when they return their mid-week rentals. To attack the argument, we only need to attack one of those two claims. Consider each choice in turn: 

(A) This isn't relevant. If the plan is implemented, more clerks could be hired.
(B) This is correct. The argument rests on the claim that mid-week renters will rent again on Friday. This choice suggests that that is unlikely.
(C) This doesn't matter. The argument is concerned with those who do rent during the week.
(D) This doesn't directly weaken the argument, which relies on the inducement to renters on Monday and Tuesday, as well.
(E) This is outside the scope of the argument, which is limited to whether the plan under consideration would be effective, not whether it is the most effective possible plan.

Sajitha: Sales of Lodgewood's specialty microbrew beers increased steadily from 2000 to 2002. The rise in sales was probably due in large part to the new label and ads developed by their advertising firm, which played up the microbrewery's local history. 

119. Kyle: There must be another explanation: The data you cite show the rise in sales started in early 2000. Yet the company's new advertising campaign did not go into effect until September of that year. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the force of the objection that Kyle presents to Sajitha's explanation?  

(A) Beer buyers surveyed in 2001 cited the advertising campaign as the primary reason they became aware of Lodgewood's offerings.  

(B) A nationwide beer distributor stopped placing two other specialty microbrew brands in stores in 2000.  

(C) Lodgewood's new label was the main focus of its advertising campaign.  

(D) Buyers of specialty microbrew beers are more likely than the average beer consumer to experiment with different brands and varieties of beers.  

(E) Lodgewood's new label appeared on their beer bottles in late 1999.
Answer: E

Explanation: This is a weaken question. Kyle's argument addresses only half of Sajitha's claim. She points out the effect of the new label and new ads. He responds only to the claim about the new ads, showing why the ads probably didn't cause the first part of the increase in sales. An obvious weak point of his response, then, is that the new label may have had the effect Sajitha claimed it did. Consider each choice in turn: 

(A) This doesn't limit the effectiveness of Kyle's claim, which points out that the ads wouldn't have caused a sales increase in early 2000. 
(B) This choice suggests an external cause of the sales increase, but it isn't strictly within the scope of Kyle and Sajitha's dispute. A better choice would have to do with something Sajitha's claim implied. 
(C) By focusing on the advertising campaign, this choice doesn't affect the validity of Kyle's response. 
(D) Experimentation may benefit or not benefit Lodgewood. Like (B), it's an external cause to the dispute between Kyle and Sajitha. 
(E) This is correct. We're looking for something having to do with the new label, and this choice gives us a reason why, in line with Sajitha's claim, the data shows a rise starting in early 2000.

120. Company President: Last year, Broad Street Restaurant Suppliers switched from pen-and-paper order forms to an online process. Unexpectedly, this resulted in a decrease in orders placed by restaurants. Thus, it is likely that many restaurateurs lack the computer skills required by the online process and were more comfortable with the old forms.

Vice-President of Marketing: Not so. Statistics show a widespread decline in sales across the restaurant supply industry for last year.

Which of the following, if true, most undermines the Vice President of Marketing's response?  

(A) The decline in sales across the restaurant supply industry affected the segment of the market that represents the largest part of Broad Street's business.  

(B) The online process offered by Broad Street allows restaurateurs to better customize their purchases and specify more precise delivery schedules.  

(C) Broad Street is known throughout the restaurant supply industry as a leader in customer service.  

(D) Declines in sales across the restaurant supply industry usually stem from smaller average orders placed by each restaurant, but one-quarter of Broad Street's previous customers placed no order at all last year.  

(E) Many restaurant supply companies have switched from pen-and-paper order forms to an online process.
Answer: D
Explanation: This is a weaken question. The President's claim is that switching to an online process caused a decline in sales because customers were unable to work with the online process. The VP's response counters that the decline is industry-wide, and thus not attributable to specifics of their own company. We're looking for a reason why the President's claim may be correct. Consider each choice in turn: 
(A) This choice directly strengthens the VP's response by making the industry-wide decline even more specific to Broad Street. 
(B) The advantages o the online process are irrelevant, as the apparent problem with it is customers' inability to work with it. 
(C) Broad Street's reputation is irrelevant, as the dispute is whether a sales decrease was caused by a switch to an online order process or a widespread decline in sales. 
(D) This is correct. It points out something typically associated with the VP's claim, and shows that something different occurred. Further, what actually happened--one-quarter of customers not ordering--is consistent with the President's argument. 
(E) Whether some of Broad Street's competition did the same thing that Broad Street did does not tell us whether an industry-wide decline was responsible for Broad Street's lagging sales.

121. From an article in the Wall Street Chronicle: Sales statistics of major electronics manufacturers with sales in the United States show that 80% of consumer electronics (such as televisions, DVD players, and computers) sold in the U.S. last year were manufactured in China.

From an article in Consumer Results Magazine: The results from last year's survey on consumer electronics choices show that while products made in China are still very popular, more and more Americans are buying products made in Japan, Germany, and the United States. These three countries combined account for 38% of products sold in the U.S. last year.

For both of the findings to be accurate, which of the following must be true?  

(A) More Americans who do not purchase consumer electronics prefer goods produced in China to those produced elsewhere.  

(B) Major electronics manufacturers do not limit their production plants to one country, often dividing different stages of manufacturing among plants around the world.  

(C) Most consumer electronics purchased last year that were not manufactured in China were manufactured and sold in the United States.  

(D) The average price of a Chinese-manufactured consumer electronics device is lower than that of a device manufactured elsewhere.  

(E) Major electronics manufacturers sell a higher percentage of Chinese-produced consumer devices than do smaller manufacturers.
Answer: E

Explanation: This is an explanation/paradox question. From a quick reading, the two reports seem to claim that 80% of electronics were manufactured in China, and 38% of products were made in other places. Clearly that's incorrect--there must be more to the story. The distinction is in the Wall Street Chronicle claim, which is limited to "major" electronics manufacturers. The second claim does not make that distinction. Thus, it would appear that, while 20% of products sold in the U.S. made by "major" electronics manufacturers did not come from Chinese manufacturers , a greater percent of products sold in the U.S. by non-major manufacturers did not come from China. 

Think of it like a weighted average question. All manufacturers are either major or non-major. If 20% of the major company sales were non-China made and 38% of total sales were non-China made, then non-major sales must have been greater than 38% non-China made. Choice (E) is the only option consistent with that conclusion. If the products of non-major manufacturers are more than 38% non-China made, they must be much less than 80% made in China. Thus, (E) is correct. 

122. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

Researchers have developed a blood test to screen for early signs of prostate cancer. The test detects protein, prostate-specific antigen (PSA), that is produced by the prostate in greater amounts when cancer is present. Testing for PSA can detect prostate cancer in the earliest stages in men who show no symptoms, but the diagnosis must be confirmed by additional tests due to a high rate of false positives. Recently, however, the National Health Organization recommended against PSA screening of men over 75. This group would probably not benefit, since __________.  
(A) many men over 75 have already been diagnosed with prostate cancer  

(B) the additional tests required to confirm the diagnosis are especially taxing on men over 75  

(C) even if early signs are present, men over 75 who display no symptoms of prostate cancer are unlikely ever to do so  

(D) the fact that PSA is present in the body does not itself strongly suggest that prostate cancer is present  

(E) testing for PSA, along with necessary follow-up tests, is very expensive, and many men over 75 do not have private health insurance
Answer: C

Explanation: Testing for PSA is beneficial because it diagnoses prostate cancer very early on, even before symptoms are present. Based on the structure of the last sentence, there must be some reason why PSA testing is not beneficial for men over 75. Consider each choice in turn: 

(A) This is irrelevant; presumably, men who already have prostate cancer would not be tested for early signs of prostate cancer. 

(B) It is not clear from this choice whether additional tests are so taxing that it isn't worth identifying and possibly treating prostate cancer; one suspects the opposite is the case. 

(C) This is correct. Based on the passage, it would appear that if prostate cancer is diagnosed only by PSA testing, it is in a very early stage. It would likely take some time before it becomes symptomatic. If someone is unlikely to develop symptoms, there is no reason to test for, and possibly treat, the cancer.

(D) This choice is not specific to men over 75; in fact, the false-positive rate is already mentioned in the passage. 

(E) Like (B), it isn't clear that this drawback is enough to make testing not worthwhile. It also isn't directly relevant to the claim that men over 75 "would probably not benefit"--they may well benefit, even if the test is very expensive.

123. Some large European cities, such as Paris and Barcelona, have implemented bicycle sharing programs that allow people, for a small fee, to obtain a bike at any of hundreds of locations and drop it off near their destination. Currently, most large U.S. cities face congestion with cars and taxis, have few bicycle lanes, and discourage the locking of bicycles to poles and fences. Therefore, until the culture of cities becomes less hostile to bicyclists, a wide scale program will not be a viable form of alternative transportation.

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in evaluating the argument?  

(A) Whether a sharp increase in the number of bicyclists in U.S. cities would change attitudes toward bicyclists  

(B) Whether U.S. who drive cars know how to operate bicycles  

(C) Whether major U.S. cities have plans to expand the availability of bicycle lanes in downtown areas  

(D) Whether the number of people interested in traveling by bicycle is greater in U.S. than in Europe  

(E) Whether small U.S. cities are friendlier to bicyclists than large U.S. cities
Answer: A

Explanation: This is an "evaluate the argument" question. In a sense, we're looking for an assumption, just in a different format that in assumption questions. This argument claims that, because U.S. cities are not bicycle-friendly, U.S. cities cannot implement European-style bicycle sharing programs. Each choice has two possible outcomes ("whether" it is the case, or it is not the case), so we're looking for a choice in which one of the outcomes would have an impact on the argument. Consider each in turn: 

(A) This is correct. If an increase in the number of bicyclists could change attitudes toward bicyclists, a bicycle-sharing program may well solve the problem suggested in the argument. 
(B) This is not important; it doesn't matter if people (car-drivers or not) can operate bicycles if cities are too hostile to bicyclists. 
(C) This is outside the scope. The problem described in the passage is not the lack of bicycle lanes, it is the culture of U.S. cities. 
(D) As with (B), this is not relevant, since it doesn't address the issue of hostility to bicyclists. 
(E) This comparison is outside of the scope, as we're concerned only with the viability of bicycle-sharing programs in large U.S. cities.

124. Driving under the influence is a more severe problem among college students at rural and suburban universities than at urban universities. Social scientists wanted to determine how much of the problem is due to the distance students must drive to obtain alcohol. They looked at police records for incidents involving students at a number of universities, and compared those with the mean distances between student housing and bars and liquor stores. The longer the distances, the more likely students were to be arrested or involved in accidents. 

Which of the following, if true, would it be most important to take into account in evaluating the result?  

(A) Many college students do not purchase alcohol at bars or liquor stores.  

(B) Students at rural, suburban, and urban universities are arrested for driving under the influence more frequently than are non-student members of their communities.  

(C) The average enrollment at urban universities is greater than that at rural and suburban universities.  

(D) Local sheriff's departments near rural and suburban universities devote more resources to identifying and arresting those driving under the influence than do urban police forces. 

(E) The number of bars and liquor stores per square mile is nearly five times as high in urban areas as it is in rural and suburban areas.
Answer: D

Explanation: Each one is simply a statement; it doesn't begin with "Whether." The argument hinges on the difference between students at rural and suburban schools and those at urban schools. The result mentioned in the question is that the difference between those two groups of students, in terms of driving under the influence, is explained by the distances between housing and sources of liquor. We're looking for a choice that would either strengthen or weaken that claim. Consider each choice in turn: 

(A) If we knew that "all" students didn't purchase alcohol from these sources, this might cast some doubt on the claim, but "many" leaves an awful lot to be desired. It doesn't directly affect the argument. 
(B) This is a different comparison--students vs. non-students. We need a choice that focuses on the comparison drawn in the passage. 
(C) Enrollment doesn't matter, since the argument is phrased in terms of likelihood that a certain student would drive under the influence, not the absolute number of students. 
(D) This is correct. The conclusion was drawn based on police records. If this choice is true, students driving under the influence near rural and suburban universities are more likely to be caught doing so (and thus appear in police records) than their counterparts at urban universities. 
(E) The density of bars and liquor stores doesn't matter; it doesn't address the distance traveled, or amount driven under the influence, of the students in these areas.

125. Economist: The law of demand predicts that as the price of a good goes down, demand for that good will increase, and vice-versa. In a recent experiment, economists gave coupons for rice to families in a province of China, where it is a staple food. The coupons effectively lowered the cost of rice, and should have led the families to buy more of it. Instead, households given the coupons purchased less rice than a control group who did not receive coupons.

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the amount of rice purchased by families who received coupons?  

(A) Chinese families spend an unusually high proportion of their income on rice.  

(B) The prices of staple goods, including foodstuffs such as rice, do not fluctuate as much as those of non-necessary goods, such as consumer electronics.  

(C) In the months before and after the experiment, the average per-family consumption of rice in the Chinese province steadily decreased.  

(D) Many of the families given coupons discovered that they could sell the coupons on the black market.  

(E) The availability of the coupons meant that families had more money to spend on other things, including more expensive substitutes for rice.
Answer: E

Explanation: The apparent paradox is that, while the price of rice effectively declined, rice consumption also declined. Consider each choice in turn, looking for a reason why this might occur: 

(A) This doesn't tell us anything about the effect of the coupons. 
(B) The amount of fluctuation is outside the scope; we're concerned with the effect of lowering the price of rice. 
(C) That the average consumption of rice declined is not important; the study described in the passage included a control group, to which the households given coupons were compared. 
(D) This choice suggests that some families did not purchase rice with their coupons; however, this doesn't explain why they would also purchase less rice. 
(E) This is correct. If these families had money to purchase preferable rice substitutes, they may have increased or kept constant their consumption of rice and rice substitutes, but shifted some of their consumption from rice to substitutes because of the coupons.

126. Demographic experts predict that the global human population will reach its peak sometime in the middle of this century, after which it will begin to decline. Population growth is driven primarily by high birth rates in developing countries. It is known that when women have access to education and economic opportunities, they choose to have fewer children. Therefore, these experts propose expanding educational and economic opportunities to women in developing countries to bring about an earlier and smaller population peak.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest grounds to doubt that the experts' proposal, if adopted, will achieve its aim?  

(A) The demographic experts proposing expanding opportunities for women in developing countries made the same recommendations over twenty years ago.  

(B) The experts' prediction is based on realistic assessments of the educational and economic opportunities that can be made available to women in developing countries before that time.  

(C) Many women in industrialized countries will continue to have four or more children despite access to a variety of educational and economic opportunities.  

(D) The demographic experts fail to explain why an earlier and smaller population peak is preferable to a later and larger peak.  

(E) Expanding opportunities to women in developing countries is generally considered a positive outcome regardless of its impact on population levels.
Answer: B

Explanation: This is a weaken question. The experts' proposal involves expanding opportunities for women so that affected women will have fewer children, thus limiting the size of the population peak that the same experts have predicted. We're looking for a choice that suggests that the proposal will not limit the size of the peak or cause it to occur earlier. Consider each one: 

(A) This is irrelevant. If the proposal 20 years ago was not followed (and we don't know whether it was or not) the fact that it was made doesn't tell us whether it would be effective or not today. 
(B) This is correct. The proposal is based on the assumption that greater opportunities could be arranged for women in developing countries. If the maximum possible opportunities are already present, and have been built into the prediction, the proposal will not bring about any changes in the population peak. 
(C) The argument is concerned primarily with developing countries, not industrialized countries. 
(D) It doesn't matter whether the goal is desirable; the question is concerned with whether the goal will be attained. 
(E) This is outside of the scope. It may be true, but it doesn't bear on whether the proposal will have the desired effect.

127. City Council: Cities may issue municipal bonds to fund public projects. Because the interest paid to the bond holder is tax-exempt, municipal bonds are an attractive investment. So, to pay for the five state-of-the-art school buildings needed to accommodate our growing student population, Northopolis should issue a ten-year, $200 million bond, thereby paying for the buildings with revenues from an expanding tax base.

Which of the following, if true, casts the most serious doubt on the likelihood that the bond issue recommended above will have the result that is claimed?  

(A) Most Northopolis citizens would be reluctant to support a tax increase to pay for new school buildings.  

(B) Because municipal bond interest is tax-exempt, bond issues can severely affect a city's tax revenues for the life of the bond, despite the short-term benefits.  

(C) Many popular investments are created by pooling state and municipal bonds to create tax-exempt index funds.  

(D) Estimates of the cost of five new school buildings vary from well below $200 million to well above $200 million.  

(E) A significant percentage of municipal bonds issued by cities such as Northopolis are purchased by investors from other cities who aim to diversify their bond portfolios.
Answer: B

Explanation: This is a weaken question. The argument makes a rather odd claim. Much of the passage concerns the benefits of municipal bonds, including a suggesting that Northopolis issue such a bond. Then the conclusion is that the city will pay for new school buildings with tax revenues. Money from bond issues is not the same thing, so it's unclear what one has to do with the other. To weaken the argument, that distinction--the assumption that issuing a bond will somehow increase tax revenues--must be made clear. Consider each choice: 

(A) This is irrelevant, as it doesn't address either the bond issue or the effect of "reluctance" on tax revenues. 
(B) This is correct. It relates the existence of the proposed bond issue to tax revenues, which would decrease as a result of the bond issue. 
(C) This is irrelevant, as it doesn't address tax revenues. 
(D) Again, this choice is irrelevant; the cost of the buildings is not what the conclusion of the argument is about. 
(E) This is outside of the scope. If anything, it weakens the argument by suggesting that the bond issue will not have a direct impact on local finances.

128. For years, anthropologists have viewed as the inevitable result of contact between cultures, the domination and replacement of one culture by another. This scenario was thought to have occurred when Egypt conquered its southern neighbor, Nubia, in 150 B.C. However, a recent study of a burial site of high-ranking Egyptians in Nubia reveals that some were buried according to Egyptian tradition, and other were buried according to Nubian custom. This finding indicates that members of both cultures may share in the ruling of a conquered region.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the argument?  

(A) The burial site also housed the remains of several visitors from nations other than Egypt and Nubia, and most of those visitors were buried according to Egyptian tradition.  

(B) Nubians who were buried in Egypt during the same period were buried according to Egyptian tradition.  

(C) The burial site was not used as the resting place of Egyptians until 25 years after Egypt conquered Nubia.  

(D) More than three-quarters of the people interred at the burial site are thought to have been Nubians.  

(E) After Egypt conquered Nubia, few Egyptians other than colonial personnel relocated to Nubia.
Answer: C

Explanation: This is a strengthen question. The argument claims that, because of the evidence in a burial site, both the conquering Egyptians and the conquered Nubians shared in the ruling of Nubia. The argument assumes that all of the evidence from the burial site stems from an era after Egypt conquered Nubia. If some of the evidence predated that time, the fact that some people were buried according to Nubian tradition would not say anything about who ruled the region after Egypt took over. Consider each choice, looking for one that strengthens that assumption: 

(A) This choice doesn't have to do with the burial of Egyptians or Nubians, so it is outside of the scope. 
(B) This choice is also outside of scope, as it has to do with burials in Egypt, where the local culture and the ruling culture were (as far as we know from the passage) the same. 
(C) This is correct. This confirms the assumption that the evidence from the burial site pertains to the period after Egypt took over, solidifying the claim that Nubians had some control over burial practices even after the area was conquered. 
(D) The number of people buried at the site is unimportant; the focus is on the burial practices used. 
(E) Given the reference in the passage to "high-ranking Egyptians," it seems likely that the argument refers mainly to colonial officials. Thus, the claim that few others moved to Nubia is not relevant to the argument.

129. Geologist: The element tantalum, which originates as a mineral ore known as coltan, is used as a capacitor in computers and cell phones. Most tantalum is exported by Canada, China, South America, and Australia. However, a small percentage of the world supply comes from poorly governed or conflict-torn regions of Africa and is mined using objectionable practices such as child labor. A group of scientists has begun working on a method that I believe will be able to detect chemical signatures that can distinguish tantalum samples according to their location of origin. Their technique needs to be further developed into a standardized and widely reproducible method of testing. If such testing becomes standard use among manufacturers and suppliers, it would allow companies and consumers a way to sanction human rights abuses through the marketplace. 

In the geologist's argument, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?  

(A) The first presents a circumstance for which the geologist offers an explanation; the second is part of that explanation.  

(B) The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the conclusion of the argument; the second is that conclusion.  

(C) The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the conclusion of the argument; the second provides evidence in support of that conclusion.  

(D) The first provides evidence in support of the conclusion of the argument; the second acknowledges a consideration that weighs against that conclusion.  

(E) The first is a judgment advanced in support of the conclusion of the argument; the second is that conclusion.  
Answer: E

Explanation: This is a boldface question. Read carefully for the structure of the argument. The first bolded statement is a claim made by the geologist. The second is the conclusion of the argument, which relies on that claim in the first bolded statement. You'll rarely be able to predict the exact words used in the answer choices, but once you've figured out how the bold statements function, you should be able to identify a choice that matches reasonably well. In this case, choice (E) is correct. Only (B) and (E) refer to the second statement as a conclusion; (B) mistakenly refers to the first statement as something weighing against the conclusion.

130. Since the 1950s, jets have steadily replaced smaller propeller planes as the preferred method of transportation within the island nation of Kawaii. Jets are quieter and more comfortable for passengers, and can fly faster and higher. The fuel efficiency of jets has steadily improved as much as 70% since the 1950s, and travel at cruising altitude is especially efficient, as motion relies mainly on aerodynamics. However, turboprop planes are now enjoying resurgence in Kawaii, replacing jets for short trips between the islands. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain why turboprop planes are enjoying resurgence in Kawaii?  

(A) Because trips within Kawaii are relatively short, planes spend little time at cruising altitude.  

(B) As jets have become more popular, their increased price has erased the financial advantages of their fuel efficiency.  

(C) Turboprop planes have also enjoyed resurgence in other island nations, especially those with extreme climates.  

(D) Many of the independent airlines that once served Kawaii have been purchased by larger multinational airlines.  

(E) Due to Kawaii's remote location, jet fuel is more expensive there than in most other parts of the world.
Answer: B

Explanation: This is an explanation question. The passage describes the various benefits of jets--their fuel efficiency, comfort, and ability to fly higher and faster than smaller planes--but then notes that turboprop planes are enjoying resurgence. We're looking for a choice that resolves the apparent paradox. 

(A) This choice addresses one of the benefits of jet travel, but it doesn't suggest why turboprop planes have overtaken jets despite the other clear advantages. 
(B) This is correct. While it acknowledges the benefits of jet travel, it relates their very popularity with an increasing price that makes other alternatives more attractive. 
(C) This is a common form of incorrect choice. Just because the same phenomenon is observed elsewhere does not explain why it is occurring as described in the passage. 
(D) This is off-topic. It doesn't matter who owns the planes. We're looking for a choice that explains why jets are losing popularity despite several benefits. 
(E) This choice suggests one cost of travel by jet, but it doesn't suggest that turboprop planes escape the same fate, nor does it confirm that the increase in cost is enough to offset the benefits of jet operation and travel. 
131. A product’s design can be more valuable than the product itself. With the advent of the personal computer in the 1970s, the computer-manufacturing sector, an industry then dominated by those giants able to afford incredibly specialized knowledge and to produce equally expensive products, suddenly found its brightest lights shining in the garages of clever engineers. 

Based on the information given above, which of the following was an advantage possessed by large computer manufacturers prior to the emergence of small computer-makers? 

A. Their ability to produce expensive products 
B. The substantial resources at their disposal 
C. Their ability to adapt quickly to changes in the computer industry 
D. The high quality computers they were able to produce 
E. Their development of the earliest personal computer prototypes
Answer: B

Explanation: an industry then dominated by those giants able to afford incredibly specialized knowledge and to produce equally expensive products

132. United Energy recently invested in a series of large windmills which are able to produce renewable energy with minimal negative effect to the environment. The company has not drilled oil wells in the same area, even though greater revenues and profits could be generated from oil wells. Because any drilling would disrupt the native habitat of certain marine species in the area, some environmentalists assert that, by foregoing this drilling, United Energy has established that it places environmental impact over financial returns. However, United Energy may be acting in a manner consistent with its financial goals. Recent patterns of increasing annual hurricane activity have some experts questioning the long-term viability and profitability of oil wells in the area. 

The two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 
A. The first supports the conclusion of the argument; the second calls that conclusion into question. 
B. The first states the conclusion of the argument; the second supports that conclusion. 
C. The first supports the environmentalists’ conclusion; the second states that conclusion. 
D. The first states the environmentalists’ conclusion; the second provides a consideration in support of that conclusion. 
E. The first supports the conclusion of the argument; the second also supports the conclusion of the argument.
Answer: C

133. In Patton City, days are categorized as having heavy rainfall (more than two inches), moderate rainfall (more than one inch, but no more than two inches), light rainfall (at least a trace, but no more than one inch), or no rainfall. In 1990, there were fewer days with light rainfall than in 1910 and fewer with moderate rainfall, yet total rainfall for the year was 20 percent higher in 1990 than in 1910. 


If the statements above are true, then it is also possible that in Patton City 
A. the number of days with heavy rainfall was lower in 1990 than in 1910 
B. the number of days with some rainfall, but no more than two inches, was the same in 1990 as in 1910 
C. the number of days with some rainfall, but no more than two inches, was higher in 1990 than in 1910 
D. the total number of inches of rain that fell on days with moderate rainfall in 1990 was more than twice what it had been in 1910 
E. the average amount of rainfall per month was lower in 1990 than in 1910
Answer: A

Explanation: There are four kinds of days: 
1) days with no rainfall; 
2) days with light rainfall, which is more than zero up to (and including) one inch; 
3) days with moderate rainfall, which is more than one and up to (and including) two inches; and 
4) days with heavy rainfall, which is anything more than two inches. 

In 1990, there were fewer days with light and moderate rainfall than in 1910. Also, in 1990, there was more total rainfall. This does not necessarily mean that there were more heavy rainfall days in 1990. Remember, we're talking ranges here. All of the light days in 1910 could have been close to zero while all of the light days in 1990 could have been closer to one. So, the excess rain in 1990 could be due either to more heavily rainy days or else the light and moderate days being more "rainy" than they were in 1910. 

Therefore, choice A could be true or is possible (matches the above deduction). Because we've found a match to our prediction, and because there can be only one credited response, we are done. Seriously, you are better off taking an extra moment confirming that this could be true, then trying to prove that the other four choices must be false (or impossible). You don't get rewarded for figuring four reasons why four wrong answers are wrong. (Steps 3 and 4 are predict and match). 

But let's look at the other choices: 
B. these are the days with light and moderate rainfall. There were more of these days in 1910 than in 1990. Therefore, this must be false (impossible). 
C. This choice must be false for the same reason that choice B must be false. 
D. This is mathematically impossible. We know there are fewer moderately rainy days in 1990 than in 1910, and the range is less than one inch. Even if we were to maximize moderate rainy days in 1990 and minimize in 1910, and minimize rain per moderately rainy day in 1910 while maximizing rain per moderately rainy day in 1990, this is still impossible. For example, let's say there are 11 moderately rainy days in 1910 with 1.1 inch per day, and 10 moderately rainy days in 1990 with 1.9 inches per day. Then we would have 11*1.1 = 12.1 inches of rainfall on moderately rainy days in 1910 while we would have 10*1.9 = 19 inches of rainfall on moderately rainy days in 1990. It is impossible that the rainfall on moderately rainy days in 1990 is more than twice as great as the amount of rain that fell on moderately rainy days in 1910. 
(But see how long that took to figure out? Honestly, process of elimination is not efficient). 

Finally, choice E: 
E. because the total amount of rain in 1990 was greater than it was in 1910, then the average rainfall per month will also be greater. For example, if total rainfall in 1910 was 100 and in 1990 was 120 (20% greater), then obviously 120/12 is greater than 100/12. Therefore, this choice also must be false (impossible). 
Choose A.
134. David is a 26 years old, very successful entrepreneur and he argues that money and time invested in acquiring a degree in management administration are totally wasted. As evidence supporting his view, he recounts the story of his brother who, at considerable expense of money and time, completed his MBA at a top tier business school and then married an heiress and abandoned a promising career to stay at home and care for their children. 

David makes the unsupported assumption that: 
A) what was unacceptable to the previous generation has no hope of being embraced today. 
B) Marriage with children cannot be as fulfilling as lifelong bachelorhood. 
C) Professional success is a function of the quality of one's formal education. 
D) An education in management administration is useful only in pursuing career related activities. 
E) A MBA lost its prestige and weight it once carried in the world of business.
Answer: D

Explanation: David is not making an argument about the "prestige and weight of an MBA." Instead, he is making an argument about how useful it is: "David...argues that...that money and time invested in acquiring a degree in management administration are totally wasted." 

While prestige and weight may be related ideas to usefulness, they are different from usefulness. As such, choice E is (slightly) outside the scope of the argument. Because it is outside the scope, it can't be the case that his argument depends on assuming it. 

Why is D right? 
Well David supports his conclusion (that MBA is a waste or not useful), by offering up the example of his brother, who got an MBA but then did not use it in a professional or work-related capacity. 

So, he is assuming that the ONLY WAY an MBA can be useful (not a waste) is if it were used to pursue a career. While this is a reasonable assumption, it is still an assumption (the fact that it is a reasonable assumption makes it harder to identify).

135. Panda corp is a large is a large American manufacturer of children clothing that has recently undertaken sharp measures to remain competitive in today's global market. In response to offshore pricing pressure, Panda corp laid off over 500 employees, reducing operational expenses by 18%. Since clothing manufacturers realize a one percentage point of increase in sales margins for every percentage point decrease in operational costs, the board of directors is satisfied that these measures will ensure panda corp long term sustainability. 

Which, if true, most weakens the board stance? 
A) a panda corp main competitor is also an American manufacturer. 
B) Panda corp main competitor is based in China. 
C) The largest manufacturer of children clothes in China has just reduced its operational costs by 15% 
D) US consumers do not want to buy clothes manufactured offshore. 
E) A large US manufacturer of children clothes plans to relocate its business to China.
Answer: C

Explanation: The correct answer is definitely C. Choice D is definitely incorrect. As usual on the GMAT, there is one and only one correct answer (it is not an issue of which answer is "better" than another). This is because if there wasn't a categorical distinction between the correct answer and the four incorrect ones, then the test would lose its' meaning, and would no longer be an objective way of testing test-takers’ ability. 

When working on arguments, it is important to understand the conclusion and evidence precisely. Ask yourself what the evidence establishes (the evidence is always "given" to the author). Then ask yourself what the author is trying to prove (i.e., conclusion). 
The author must prove every idea in the conclusion, so once you've summed the argument up, you should then ask yourself: “how are the conclusion and evidence different?” or “what ideas are in the conclusion that are not in the evidence, and what ideas are in the evidence that are not in the conclusion?” The assumption will bridge the gap between these differentially present ideas. 


Let's look at the "board's stance" (i.e., argument) more closely: 
The argument can basically be summed up as: because they are getting more profits (from the laying-off of employees), long-term sustainability is ensured. 
So, how are the conclusion and evidence different? Well, the evidence is about profits but the conclusion is about long-term sustainability. Are these the same? Nope. You could be very profitable but if every other company in your industry is even more profitable, then your long-term sustainability is threatened. 

This is why C weakens the argument, and must be correct. Fine, Panda Company will realize more profits because they just lay off a bunch of employees (500). But C tells us that the largest player in the game has just responded by matching this move. (It is true that it is 15% rather than 18% but it would be 15% of a bigger number since it is the largest company). Accordingly, Choice C casts doubt on the board’s contention that their move (of laying off employees) will ensure the long-term sustainability of the company. 

Why is D incorrect? If US consumers do not want to buy clothes manufactured offshore, then this applies to all the companies in Panda’s industry, and there is no reason to think that Panda will be hurt more than any other company in its industry (they will all be hurt).

136. Firms adopting “profit-related-pay” (PRP) contracts pay wages at levels that vary with the firm’s profits. In the metalworking industry last year, firms with PRP contracts in place showed productivity per worker on average 13 percent higher than that of their competitors who used more traditional contracts. 
If, on the basis of the evidence above, it is argued that PRP contracts increase worker productivity, which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken that argument? 

(A) Results similar to those cited for the metalworking industry have been found in other industries where PRP contracts are used. 

(B) Under PRP contracts costs other than labor costs, such as plant, machinery, and energy, make up an increased proportion of the total cost of each unit of output. 

(C) Because introducing PRP contracts greatly changes individual workers’ relationships to the firm, negotiating the introduction of PRP contracts is complex and time consuming. 

(D) Many firms in the metalworking industry have modernized production equipment in the last five years, and most of these introduced PRP contracts at the same time. 

(E) In firms in the metalworking industry where PRP contracts are in place, the average take-home pay is 15 percent higher than it is in those firms where workers have more traditional contracts. 

Answer: D

Explanation: 
Evidence 

- Firms with PRP pay wages that vary with profit 

- Last year, metal industry with PRP had 13% increase in productivity 

Conclusion 

- PRP contracts increase worker productivity 

This is a “weaken the argument” question type, so look for an incorrect assumption or a piece of contradictory evidence. 

Answers B and C are outside the scope of the conclusion, so they can be immediately eliminated. Answer B talks about the increased cost of each unit, which is not relevant to worker productivity. Answer C, the fact that PRP contracts are time consuming and complex is not relevant to worker productivity as well. 

In solution A, similar results have been found. This does not weaken the argument, so eliminate 

Solution E, firms with PRP contracts have higher take home pay than firms with traditional contracts. This is not relevant to worker productivity, so eliminate. 

Solution D introduces a new piece of evidence. It states that new equipment was introduced around the same time as PRP contracts. This is contradictory evidence because it weakens the conclusion that PRP contracts are responsible for increased worker productivity. The answer has to be D.
137. Cafeteria patron: The apples sold in this cafeteria are greasy. The cashier told me that the apples are in that condition when they are delivered to the cafeteria and that the cafeteria does not wash the apples it sells. Most fruit is sprayed with dangerous pesticides before it is harvested, and is dangerous until it is washed. Clearly, the cafeteria is selling pesticide-covered fruit thereby endangering its patrons.

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

(A) The apples that the cafeteria sells are not thoroughly washed after harvest but before reaching the cafeteria 

(B) Most pesticides that are sprayed on fruit before harvest leave a greasy residue on the fruit 

(C) Many of the cafeteria's patrons are unaware that the cafeteria does not wash the apples it sells. 

(D) Only pesticides that leave a greasy residue on fruit can be washed off 

(E) Fruits other than apples also arrive at the cafeteria in a greasy condition

Answer: A

Explanation: 
Conclusion: 

Apples are dangerous. 

Evidence: 

Apples are not washed by the cafeteria. 

Apples are dangerous until someone washes them. 

Assumption: 

No one ELSE washed the apples. 

A restates this assumption clearly. 

The word "most" is the reason B is incorrect. We don't need to know anything about "most" pesticides, we only need to know about the one used on the apples. In C, we don't care about what patrons are aware of; D doesn't matter, because we still don't know the greasy residue is pesticide; E talks about other fruit, so is wrong. 

This problem is a rarity in GMAT terms; most GMAT arguments don't include such a blatant red herring as the "greasiness" of the residue. However, the fact that there is grease is secondary and doesn't play a direct role in the cafeteria patron's chain of logic; we need to recognize that the evidence, and conclusion, is both about whether the apples have been washed, not about whether the apples are greasy.
138. Environmental organizations want to preserve the land surrounding the Wilgrinn Wilderness Area from residential development. They plan to do this by purchasing that land from the farmers who own it. That plan is ill-conceived: if the farmers did sell their land, they would sell it to the highest bidder, and developers would outbid any other bidders. On the other hand, these farmers will never actually sell any of the land, provided that farming it remains viable. But farming will not remain viable if the farms are left unmodernized, and most of the farmers lack the financial resources modernization requires. And that is exactly why a more sensible preservation strategy would be to assist the farmers to modernize their farms to the extent needed to maintain viability. 

In the argument as a whole, the two boldface proportions play which of the following roles? 

A. The first presents a goal that the argument rejects as ill-conceived; the second is evidence that is presented as grounds for that rejection. 

B. The first presents a goal that the argument concludes cannot be attained; the second is a reason offered in support of that conclusion. 

C. The first presents a goal that the argument concludes can be attained; the second is a judgment disputing that conclusion. 

D. The first presents a goal, strategies for achieving which are being evaluated in the argument; the second is a judgment providing a basis for the argument's advocacy of a particular strategy. 

E. The first presents a goal that the argument endorses; the second presents a situation that the argument contends must be changed if that goal is to be met in the foreseeable future. 

Answer: D

Explanation: Environmental organizations WANT TO preserve the land. Therefore, the first sentence introduces the organizations’ goal. The second sentence introduces their plan. The third sentence tells us that the author thinks their plan to achieve this goal is ill-conceived, and why he thinks it is ill-conceived (the farmers will just sell the land to developers, and there goes preservation). The fourth sentence ("on the other hand"), is the beginning of the author’s arguing towards a different plan. 

He tells us that the farmers won’t sell the land if it remains viable. That means if the lands are viable farmland, they won’t fall into the hands of developers and they will be preserved. So, he argues, a better preservation strategy would be to assist the farmers in keeping the farmland viable. That way, the land will certainly not fall into the hands of developers. 

In bold face questions, make sure you analyze the role of all the sentences, not just the emboldened ones. You need to get the gist of the argument, and the gist derives from consideration of the argument in its totality, and as a unified whole. 

Let’s now look at the choices: 

A. The author is arguing that the plan (not the goal) is ill-conceived. Nix, and don’t even read the second clause. 

B. We should exit this choice at “cannot be attained”. If the author thought the goal could not be conceived, he would not bother advancing an alternate plan to meet the goal. Choice C can be eliminated for the same reason, and just as quickly. 

D. The second bold statement: "these farmers will never actually sell any of the land, provided that farming it remains viable." 

Can this bold statement be regarded as a “judgment”? Yep, because it is not a fact, it is a value judgment. But because it is part of the author’s evidence, we don’t argue with it. We shouldn’t be evaluating the quality of the argument anyways in bold face questions. 

And, is the judgment a "basis for the argument’s advocacy of a particular strategy"? Yep. The author uses this value judgment as evidence to support the plan he is arguing for: assisting the farmers in keeping (and/or making) their farmlands viable (so that the lands remain beyond the “claws” of the developers, and so that the land is preserved.)  At this point, we would select choice D. 

But let’s look at E: 

E. He is not arguing that the farmlands should be made unviable. He is arguing the opposite.
139. Theater Critic: The play La Finestrina, now at Central Theater, was written in Italy in the eighteenth century. The director claims that this production is as similar to the original production as is possible in a modern theater. Although the actor who plays Harlequin the clown gives a performance very reminiscent of the twentieth-century American comedian Groucho Marx, Marx's comic style was very much within the comic acting tradition that had begun in sixteenth-century Italy. 

The considerations given best serve as part of an argument that 

(A) modern audiences would find it hard to tolerate certain characteristics of a historically accurate performance of an eighteenth-century play 

(B) Groucho Marx once performed the part of the character Harlequin in La Finestrina 

(C) in the United States the training of actors in the twentieth century is based on principles that do not differ radically from those that underlay the training of actors in eighteenth-century Italy 

(D) the performance of the actor who plays Harlequin in La Finestrina does not serve as evidence against the director's claim 

(E) the director of La Finestrina must have advised the actor who plays Harlequin to model his performance on comic performances of Groucho Marx 

Answer: D

Explanation: “The considerations given best serve as part of an argument that” 

Okay, so there are considerations given (by the author) leading up to an argument. The “considerations given” is evidence, and the question wants us to determine the author’s main point, or conclusion. We call this type of question a “main point” question. 

Step two is to analyze the stimulus: Normally, we identify a conclusion by looking for words like “thus, therefore, hence, etc.” BUT, in a main point question, we actually don’t want to be attracted by those kinds of words?"They are put there by the test-maker because they know you will naturally be attracted to them in a main point question. 

Instead, in a main point question, the author’s main point will often be signaled by a contrast keyword such as “but,” “however,” “while,” or, “although.” 

In the passage of this question, we learn of the director’s claim in the second sentence. The director’s claim is that their reproduction of the play is a lot like the original play. The next sentence starts with the word “although.” Here, the function of “although” is to dismiss potential counter-evidence against the director’s claim: the fact that the actor is like 20th century Groucho Marx could be used against the director’s claim (that the reproduction is a faithful representation of the original 16th century version.) 

So from the word “although,” and using some critical reasoning, we can determine that the author’s intent in arguing is to defend the director’s claim against evidence that could go against it (against the director’s claim). 

Step three of the method is to make a prediction of the right answer. Say to you: “The author is defending the director. The author’s main point is that the director’s claim is correct.” 

Step four is to aggressively scan for a match to the prediction. Because we spent so much time generating the prediction, and because we don’t care about wrong answers and why they are wrong, we scan for a choice that matches our insight. 

Then, choice D is correct.
140. The fishing industry cannot currently be relied upon to help the government count the seabirds killed by net fishing, since an accurate count might result in restriction of net fishing. The government should therefore institute a program under which tissue samples from the dead birds are examined to determine the amount of toxins in the fish eaten by the birds. The industry would then have a reason to turn in the bird carcasses, since the industry needs to know whether the fish it catches are contaminated with toxins.

Which one of the following, if true, most strongly indicates that the government program would not by itself provide an accurate count of the seabirds killed by net fishing? 

(A) The seabirds killed by net fishing might be contaminated with several different toxins even if the birds eat only one kind of fish 

(B) The fishing industry could learn whether the fish it catches are contaminated with toxins if only a few of the seabirds killed by the nets were examined 

(C) The government could gain valuable information about the source of toxins by examining tissue samples of the seabirds caught in the nets. 

(D) The fish caught in a particular net might be contaminated with the same toxins as those in the seabirds caught in that net. 

(E) The government would be willing to certify that the fish caught by the industry are not contaminated with toxins if tests done on the seabirds showed no contamination

Answer: B

Explanation: Here, we have a proposal--which, per the Kaplan method, we paraphrase: "We will get an accurate count of seabirds by testing them for toxins." On the GMAT, predictions and proposals assume that they are viable on their own terms; we aren't looking for unrelated evidence that might or might not affect the conclusion, but rather for something that explains why testing birds for toxins will not lead to an accurate count. B says that testing birds for toxicity can be accomplished with only a few seabirds; in other words, there is no reason for testing to give an accurate count. It is our answer
141. Unless tiger hunting decreases, tigers will soon be extinct in the wild. The countries in which the tiger's habitats are located are currently debating joint legislation that would ban tiger hunting. Thus, if these countries can successfully enforce this legislation, the survival of tigers in the wild will be ensured.

The reasoning in the argument is most vulnerable to criticism on the grouns that the argument

A. assumes without sufficient warrant that a ban on tiger hunting could be successfully enforced.

B. considers the effects of hunting on tigers without also considering the effects of hunting on other endangered animal species.

C. fails to take into account how often tiger hunters are unsuccessful in their attempts to kill tigers.

D. neglects to consider the results of governmental attempts in the past to limit tiger hunting.

E. takes the removal of an impediment to the tiger's survival as a guarantee of their survival.

Answer: E

Explanation: The author`s first sentence is evidence that establishes that if hunting does not decrease, the tiger will become extinct in the wild. That means if steps are not taken to prevent the hunting, there will no longer be ANY tigers in the wild. This is evidence, and we "give" the author his evidence; it is true information. 

In the second sentence, we learn that there is legislation on the table, which, if passed, would ban tiger-hunting. Because tiger-hunting will definitely kill off all of the wild tigers, legislation (or some other thing) is necessary for the tiger`s survival in the wild. This does not mean that the legislation will guarantee (ie, is sufficient for) the tiger`s survival. 

Let`s think of an analogy. Gas is needed for driving a car. But having gas in the car`s tank does not guarantee that you will be able to drive the car because there are other things you need to drive a car: transmission, steering wheel, etc. In other words, gas is necessary but not sufficient for driving a car. 

The author`s evidence establishes that legislation (or some other thing) is necessary (needed) for the tiger`s survival in the wild. But the legislation does not necessarily guarantee the tiger`s survival because there may be other needed things: a stiff penalty for breaching the tiger-hunting ban, resources to implement the ban, etc. 

Without the legislation aimed at stopping tiger-hunting (or something else that stops tiger-hunting), the wild tiger are doomed. 

The passing of the legislation gives the tiger a chance of surviving (i.e., there extinction is no longer guaranteed) but does not guarantee that they will survive. 

In other words, the argument is vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that it "takes the removal of an impediment to a tiger's survival as a guarantee of their survival." (Choice E)
142. Emissions from automobiles that burn gasoline and automobiles that burn diesel fuel are threatening the quality of life on our planet, contaminating both urban air and global atmosphere. Therefore, the only effective way to reduce such emissions is to replace the conventional diesel fuel and gasoline used in 

automobiles with cleaner-burning fuels, such as methanol, that create fewer emissions. 

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

(A) Reducing the use of automobiles would not be a more effective means to reduce automobile emissions than the use of methanol. 

(B) There is no fuel other than methanol that is cleaner-burning than both diesel fuel and gasoline. 

(C) If given a choice of automobile fuels, automobile owners would not select 

gasoline over methanol. 

(D) Automobile emissions constitute the most serious threat to the global environment. 

(E) At any given time there is a direct correlation between the level of urban air pollution and the level of contamination present in the global atmosphere. 

Answer: A

Explanation: Since author believes that only way to reduce pollution is change of fuel, author must have ruled out other alternate mechanism, which may reduce pollution, such as less automobile.
143. Denoma, a major consumer-electronics maker, had a sizeable decline in sales revenue for its most recent fiscal year. This result appears surprising, because electronics retailers report that although their overall sales were considerably lower than in the previous year, their sales revenue from Denoma models actually grew, largely thanks to some innovative and popular models that Denoma introduced. 

Which of the following, if true, does most to explain the apparently surprising result? 

A. Because of the need to educate the public about its new models' capabilities, Denoma's advertising spending was higher than normal over the period. 

B. For the period at issue, Denoma's major competitors reported declines in revenue that were, in percentage terms, greater than Denoma's. 

C. A significant proportion of Denoma's revenue comes from making components for other consumer-electronics manufacturers. 

D. Unlike some of its major competitors, Denoma has no lines of business outside consumer electronics to provide revenue when retail sales of consumer electronics are weak. 

E. During the period, consumer-electronics retailers sold remaining units of Denoma's superseded models at prices that were deeply discounted from those models' original prices. 

Answer: C

Explanation: In a paradox question, you should have the answers to two questions very clear in your head before you go to the answer choices: 

1)  What is the paradox (i.e., surprise)? 

2)  Why is it paradoxical (i.e., surprising)? 

Remember, a paradox is just: something unexpected happened (surprise!) Always search for a keyword that will help you find the surprise, usually: but, yet, although, or in this case surprising 

The surprise is: Denoma’s sales fell BUT sales from their Denoma cars increased 

It is surprising because: if their sales fell, you would expect the opposite. 

Now, when we go to the answer choices, we only ask one question to ourselves: Would the surprise make sense? Know that many wrong answers will be outside the scope or else be 180s (they will actually make the surprise more surprising not less). 

Scanning for a choice that will be logically capable of resolving the surprise: 

A. Because of the need to educate the public about its new models' capabilities, Denoma's advertising spending was higher than normal over the period. High ad spending would not explain why sales went down.

Choice B is clearly outside the scope. 

C. A significant proportion of Denoma's revenue comes from making components for other consumer-electronics manufacturers. 

So a huge chunk of their sales comes from components to other manufacturers rather than selling cars directly to people. So even though they are selling a lot of cars to people, this fact introduces a salient explanation for why their overall sales went down at the same time: the company’s bread and butter is selling parts not cars. What if parts sales went way down? That would definitely be capable of resolving our surprise. Choose C is correct.
144. John works five days each week except when on vacation or during weeks in which national holidays occur. Four days a week he works in an insurance company; on Fridays he works as a blacksmith. Last week there were no holidays, and John was not on vacation. Therefore, he must have worked in the insurance company on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday last week. 

Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
A. John never takes a vacation of more than one week in length. 
B. Every day last week that John worked, he worked for an entire workday. 
C. John does not take vacations in weeks in which national holidays occur. 
D. Last week John worked neither on Saturday nor on Sunday. 
E. There were no days last week on which John both worked in the insurance company and also worked as a blacksmith.
Answer: D

Explanation: The author is concluding that John MUST have worked at the insurance company on Mon, Tues, Wed, and Thurs of last week...but the evidence never did establish that John only works on weekdays. Fine he works four days at the insurance company, but those days could have included Saturday and Sunday. Choice D matches this. 

We can also use the denial test on choice D to check whether it is correct: what if John DID work on either of Saturday or Sunday? Then the author's argument--that John MUST have worked on Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs falls apart. Because, in the absence of choice D, the argument falls apart, choice D is a necessary assumption for the argument to hold.

145. Although fullerenes – spherical molecules made entirely of carbon – were first found in the laboratory, they have since been found in nature, formed in fissures of the rare mineral shungite. Since laboratory synthesis of fullerenes requires distinctive conditions of temperature and pressure, this discovery should give geologists a test case for evaluating hypotheses about the state of the Earth’s crust at the time these naturally occurring fullerenes were formed.
Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the argument?

A. Confirming that the shungite genuinely contained fullerenes took careful experimentation.

B. Some fullerenes have also been found on the remains of a small meteorite that collided with a spacecraft.

C. The mineral shungite itself contains large amounts of carbon, from which the fullerenes apparently formed.

D. The naturally occurring fullerenes are arranged in a previously unknown crystalline structure.

E. Shungite itself is formed only under distinctive conditions.

Answer: D
Explanation: The author's evidence has established that the labaratory conditions leading to fullerenes are unique. He also tells us that we have now found fullerenes in nature (shungite stuff is red herring). 
He is arguing that because lab-fullerene-formation requires unique conditions, we can examine these new natural fullerenes to figure out what the conditions in the Earth's crust were like back when these fullerenes were formed. 
He is assuming that fullerenes everywhere (i.e., the naturally occurring ones, outside of the laboratory) also come about through unique conditions. (It might just be the case that it is only in the laboratory that unique conditions are required or that they have yet to hit upon other ways of making fullerenes in the lab). 

We can use the Kaplan denial test to verify whether we have figured out the assumption correctly: what if, outside of the lab, there are many ways that fullerenes can be formed? Then, what happens to the argument that we can examine these naturally occurring fullerenes to figure out what the conditions were like when they were formed? Well because there are many ways they could have formed, and who knows what the conditions were like back then: the argument now falls apart. Therefore, we have properly identified a necessary assumption. 

Because this is a weaken question, we look for a choice that attacks this assumption. Choice D opens up the possibility of fullerenes forming in ways unknown in the lab, and is correct. 
In a harder argument, it is very important to resist the temptation to go to the answer choices prematurely. Got to analyze the stimulus and figure out how, precisely, the evidence is not good enough to establish the conclusion. Got to figure out that assumption! 
Make sure you always ask what idea is in the conclusion that is not in the evidence and what idea is in the evidence that is not in the conclusion, and then bridge the gap. This is the classic Kaplan method for arguments. 

Applied here: 
What idea is in the evidence that is not in the conclusion? "Lab fullerenes" 
And the idea in the conclusion that is not in the evidence? "Naturally occurring fullerenes". 
Then bridge the gap: "The author is assuming some sort of similarity between the two. The argument is about unique conditions, so he is assuming that conditions are unique for both lab and natural fullerenes."
146. It might seem that an airline could increase profits by reducing airfares on all its flights in order to encourage discretionary travel and thus fill planes. Offers of across-the-board discount fares have, indeed, resulted in the sale of large numbers of reduced-price tickets. Nevertheless such offers have, in the past, actually cut the airline’s profits. 


Which one of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the apparent discrepancy described above? 
(A) Fewer than 10 percent of all air travelers make no attempt to seek out discount fares. 
(B) Fares for trips between a large city and a small city are higher than those for trips between two large cities even when the distances involved are the same. 
(C) Across-the-board discounts in fares tend to decrease revenues on flights that are normally filled, but they fail to attract passengers to unpopular flights. 
(D) Only a small number of people who have never before traveled by air are persuaded to do so on the basis of across-the-board discount fares. 
(E) It is difficult to devise an advertising campaign that makes the public aware of across-the-board discount fares while fully explaining the restrictions applied to those discount fares.
Answer: C
Explanation: In paradox questions we don’t predicting something specific. Instead, we predict that the right answer will resolve the surprise. In a paradox question, you should have the answers to two questions very clear in your head before you go to the answer choices: 
1) What is the paradox (ie, surprise)? 
2) Why is it paradoxical (ie, surprising)? 

Here, the surprise is that some airlines’ profits actually get hurt when they cut ticket prices. 
And, it is surprising because, ordinarily, airlines’ profits are boosted when they cut ticket prices. 
Now, we go through the choices searching for something that will be logically capable of resolving this surprise (Step 4 is match). We are looking for a fact that will make everything in the passage make sense. Say to you: “I want an explanation!” 

Let’s do this: 
(A) Doesn’t matter. Instead of resolving the paradox, this choice casts doubt on the idea that cutting prices will boost profits in general. But we were told in the passage that, ordinarily, cutting prices will boost profits. In a paradox question (like in an inference) question, everything in the passage must be true. 
(B) This is clearly outside of the scope. In order to even think this choice was relevant we would have to make a bunch of assumptions. 
(C) Across-the-board discounts in fares tend to decrease revenues on flights that are normally filled, but they fail to attract passengers to unpopular flights. 
So, a certain kind of price-cutting off the board price cutting can actually hurt profits. Across the board price cutting will fail to attract customers. This is capable of explaining our paradox (that sometimes price-cutting hurts profits), and we are done. (We don’t now stop and say: oh but how do I know that the airlines’ whose profits were hurt in the passage are doing across-the-board cutting.) The right answer just has to be something that is logically capable of resolving the paradox.
147. The growing popularity of computer-based activities was widely expected to result in a decline in television viewing, since it had been assumed that people lack sufficient free time to maintain current television-viewing levels while spending increasing amounts of free time on the computer. That assumption, however, is evidently false: in a recent mail survey concerning media use, a very large majority of respondents who report increasing time spent per week using computers report no charge in time spent watching television. 

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in order to evaluate the argument? 
A. Whether a large majority of the survey respondents reported watching television regularly 
B. Whether the amount of time spent watching television is declining among people who report that they rarely or never use computers 
C. Whether the type of television programs a person watches tends to change as the amount of time spent per week using computers increases 
D. Whether a large majority of the computer owners in the survey reported spending increasing amounts of time per week using computers 
E. Whether the survey respondents' reports of time spent using computers included time spent using computers at work
Answer: E
Explanation: Basically you have two types of computer usage: 
- at work and does not affect free time 
- at home and does affect free time, competing with other pass time activities (i.e. TV watching). 

The reason why this distinction is important is because we mustn't compare apples to oranges. The only link between computer usage and TV watching refers to their "competition" for the user's free time. No matter how much you'd like to watch TV at work, that won't be possible, since you are supposed to be doing your job and you have to use the computer. You DON'T have a choice. While you're at home, you can either watch TV or play CS. You DO have a choice. There is a crucial difference here. "Popularity" is strictly related to choice: something is popular because many people choose it.
148. In their native habit, amaryllis plants go dormant when the soil in which they are growing dries out during the dry season. Therefore, if amaryllis plants kept as houseplants are to thrive, water should be withheld from them during part of the year so that the plants go dormant. 


Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
(A) Most kinds of plants go dormant at some time or other during the year. 
(B) Amaryllis are more difficult keep as houseplants than other kinds of plants are. 
(C) Water should be withheld from amaryllis plants kept as houseplants during the exact time of year that corresponds to the dry season in their native habitat 
(D) Any amaryllis plant that fails to thrive is likely to have been dormant for too short a time. 
(E) Going dormant benefits amaryllis plants in their native habitat in some way other than simply preventing death during overly dry periods
Answer: E

Explanation: Just say to yourself: "the evidence established that they go dormant in dry season." 
But the conclusion is: "keep them dry to induce dormancy so that they thrive in the home." 
Then analyze: "well in nature they will get dry for sure and that's why they go dormant (to protect against dryness). But he thinks making them go dormant is a good idea for the home too....he must be assuming that inducing dormancy will help in some way other than protecting against dryness." 

Now we scan for a match, which is choice E 
If you narrowed it down to D and E, you could have eliminated D on the basis of it being too extreme "any". 
In assumption questions, the argument is unlikely to be so bold as to rely on an extreme assumption. 
Is this argument so bold as to DEPEND on assuming that All plants that fail to thrive do so because of not being dormant long enough? And, of course, you can also use denial test on E.

149. Most people believe that yawning is most powerfully triggered by seeing someone else yawn. This belief about yawning is widespread not only today, but also has been commonplace in many parts of the world in the past, if we are to believe historians of popular culture. Thus, seeing someone else yawn must be the most irresistible cause of yawning. 


The argument is most vulnerable to which one of the following criticisms? 
(A) It attempts to support its conclusion solely by restating that conclusion in other words. 
(B) It cites the evidence of historians of popular culture in direct support of a claim that lies outside their area of expertise. 
(C) It makes a sweeping generalization about yawning based on evidence drawn from a limited number of atypical cases. 
(D) It supports its conclusion by appealing solely to opinion in a matter that is largely factual. 
(E) It takes for granted that yawns have no cause other than the one it cites.
Answer: D

Explanation: The truth value of X doesn't depend upon the truth value of "I believe that X". That’s why "that" is called intentional predicate.

150. A recent research study of undergraduate students analyzed the effects of music on human emotions. Each of the 200 participants attended at least 1 two-hour concert of classical music per week over the course of 12 weeks of their spring semester. At the end of the experiment, all of the students filled out a questionnaire assessing their emotional state. Based on the results of the questionnaires, all of the 10 students who attended the greatest number of concerts reported lower stress levels and higher satisfaction with their lives. Also, most of the 20 students who attended the fewest number of concerts reported below-average levels of emotional comfort. 

Which of the following must be true based on the evidence presented above? 
a. Most of the 200 participants improved their emotional state and lowered their stress levels. 
b. During each week of the experiment, the participants spent at least 2 hours less on their academic work as a result of concert attendance. 
c. Listening to classical music for at least 2 hours per week improves the emotional well-being of the majority of young adults. 
d. More than 6 participants attended at least 14 concerts during the course of the experiment. 
e. At least some of the students participated in the study in order to gain free access to classical concerts.
Answer: D

Explanation: In an inference question, we need to find a choice that must be true based on one or more of the statements in the passage. The four wrong answers are things that either could or must be false. 
When reading the passage of an inference question, determine everything that must be true but also what is not necessarily true. Here, the students’ are reporting how they feel....BUT this is not necessarily the same as what they actually feel (students can under- or over-report how they feel, or they can lie, etc). 

Therefore, based on this study we actually don’t know anything about the link between listening to music and emotion or stress...therefore, choices A and C could be false. 
Choice E obviously could be false (we have no idea what the students’ motivation was for participating in the study - maybe the study was mandatory for them). 
Choice B could be false. Fine, because of going to the concert they have two hours removed from their schedule. But they can make up the two hours for studying elsewhere. 
Choice D must be true on the numbers. We know that all 200 attended "at least one" concert per week. Then, the stimulus tells us that there are 20 participants who attended the "fewest number of concerts". So, maybe they attended just once per week for a total of 12. And, there are 10 who attended the "greatest number of concerts". But that leaves 200-(20+10) = 170 participants who attended some number of concerts that was intermediate between the “fewest” and the “greatest”. If we minimize the number of concerts attended by this intermediate group, then they had have to attended at least 13 total concerts (to be more than the “fewest”). That means the group of ten who attended the greatest number had to have attended at least 14, and therefore choice D must be true.

151. If interest rates remain at their current high levels, many people who currently rent their residences will hesitate to purchase homes. As the price of real estate continues to climb, the costs of a mortgage will be too burdensome. Sellers will be forced to lower their asking prices. So, high interest rates will eventually cause the real estate market to stabilize. 

In the argument above, the portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
A. The first is the author's main point; the second is a prediction that follows from that point. 
B. The first is a consideration that the author believes will result in a certain situation; the second is that situation. 
C. The first is a consideration that weighs against the author's main point; the second is the author's main point. 
D. The first is a prediction; the second is evidence in support of that prediction. 
E. The first is the author's main point; the second is evidence used to argue against that point.
Answer: B

Explanation: Boldface questions are pretty straightforward. the answer choices are just descriptions of what is going on in the stimulus. The explicit parts of a stimulus are either premise or conclusion. The answer choices will use different words to throw you off, like "consideration" = premise or "main point" = conclusion. But stay focused and you can get the answer quickly. 
For this one, "if then" statements are usually conditional statements that are premises. and "so" is a conclusion indicator. So I’m looking for answers that say that. 

A and E - eliminate...first bold is not author's main point. 
C - Eliminate...stay away from "weighs against" 
D - Eliminate...first bold is not prediction. It’s a conditional statement used as evidence for the author’s main point. 
B - A consideration the author believes will result in a certain situation sounds like "a conditional statement". Second bold gives it away with word "eventually" i.e. based on condition author sets up this situation will follow.

152. Farmers in developing countries claim that the United States government, through farm subsidies, is responsible for the artificially low global price of wheat. Because the U.S. government buys whatever wheat American farmers are unable to sell on the open market, American farmers have no incentive to modulate the size of their crops according to the needs of the global market. As a result, American farmers routinely produce more wheat than the global market can absorb and the global price of wheat is kept low. Without these subsidies, the farmers in developing economies claim, American farmers would produce only the amount of wheat that they could sell on the open market and the global price of wheat would rise. 

Which of the following, if true, most weakens the claims of the farmers in developing countries regarding the price of wheat? 
A. Wheat that is not processed for consumption is often used for certain industrial applications. 
B. Non-governmental buyers of wheat and wheat products are able to predict how much wheat they will need several years in advance. 
C. the United States government offers similar subsidies to soybean farmers, though the global price of soybeans is significantly higher than that of wheat. 
D. Other countries, such as Canada and Russia, are likely to produce more wheat if the United States were to reduce its output. 
E. The price of sorghum, a crop for which the United States government offers no subsidies, is lower than that of wheat.
Answer: D

Explanation: 
US subsidies --> increased supply --> price drops. 
US subsidies are causing more wheat prod which in turn low prices of wheat 
i.e. US sub -> Low prices. 
The author believes that only US sub are responsible for low prices and nothing else. 
In (d) author is giving alternate reason for low prices i.e. extra production by Canada and Russia. 
Since there is an alternate way for reducing prices, this answer (d) weakens the author’s assumption and hence is the correct answer.

153. Commensalism is any relationship between two living things in which one benefits and the other is neither helped nor harmed. Oxpecker birds are commensal species that flock with the large mammals of the African Savannah. They feed on ticks, fleas, and flies that are attracted to the mammals' fur. 

Which of the following, if true, can most reasonably be inferred from the statements above? 

(A) Oxpecker birds are neither helped nor harmed by the large mammals of the African Savannah.  

(B) Ticks, fleas, and flies are commensal species in their relationship with both oxpecker birds and the large mammals of the African Savannah.  

(C) No species exist in a commensal relationship with oxpecker birds except for large mammals of the African Savannah.  

(D) In commensal relationships, the smaller of the species in the relationship usually benefits while the larger is neither helped nor harmed.  

(E) Preying on small creatures drawn to the fur of the large mammals of the African Savannah does not significantly affect those mammals.
Answer: E

Explanation: This is an inference question. The passage suggests that, since oxpecker birds are commensal species with large mammals, they benefit from the creatures that are attracted to the mammals' fur, but the mammals themselves are neither helped nor harmed by the relationship. Consider each choice, looking for a reasonable inference: 

(A) This choice gets the commensal relationship exactly backwards. 
(B) This is clearly wrong. If oxpecker birds feed on ticks, fleas, and flies, clearly the ticks, fleas, and flies are neither benefiting nor neutral in their relationship with the oxpecker birds. 
(C) This choice is too extreme. The passage only describes this relationship; it doesn't tell us that it is exclusive. 
(D) This is also too extreme. It may be true in some instances, but the three sentences of the passage don't provide enough evidence to reasonably deduce this. 
(E) This is correct. It merely restates the definition of commensalism in terms of the role of the mammals in their relationship with oxpecker birds.

154. If interest rates remain at their current high levels, many people who currently rent their residences will hesitate to purchase homes. As the price of real estate continues to climb, the costs of a mortgage will be too burdensome. Sellers will be forced to lower their asking prices. So, high interest rates will eventually cause the real estate market to stabilize. 

In the argument above, the portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
A. The first is the author's main point; the second is a prediction that follows from that point. 
B. The first is a consideration that the author believes will result in a certain situation; the second is that situation. 
C. The first is a consideration that weighs against the author's main point; the second is the author's main point. 
D. The first is a prediction; the second is evidence in support of that prediction. 
E. The first is the author's main point; the second is evidence used to argue against that point.
Answer: B

Explanation: Boldface questions are pretty straightforward. The answer choices are just descriptions of what is going on in the stimulus. The explicit parts of a stimulus are either premise or conclusion. The answer choices will use different words to throw you off, like "consideration" = premise or "main point" = conclusion. But stay focused and you can get the answer quickly. 
For this one, "if then" statements are usually conditional statements that are premises. And "so" is a conclusion indicator. So I am looking for answers that say that. 
A and E - eliminate...first bold is not author's main point. 
C - eliminate...stay away from "weighs against" 
D - eliminate...first bold is not prediction. Its a conditional statement used as evidence for the authors main point. 
B - a consideration the author believes will result in a certain situation sounds like "a conditional statement". Second bold gives it away with word "eventually" i.e. based on condition author sets up this situation will follow.
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whiplash, spLrious reports of whiplash injuries cannot be readily identified. These commentators are, however, wrong to draw the further conclusion that in the
countries with the higher rates of reported whiplash injries, half of the reported cases are spurious; clearly, in countries where actomebile insurance
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Answer: A

Explanation: The second sentence reads: Some commentators have argued, correctly, that since THERE IS PRESENTLY NO OBJECTIVE TEST FOR WHIPLASH, spurious reports of whiplash cannot be readily identified. 
The "since" tells us that there being no test for whiplash is the commentators' evidence of some kind. 
The "correctly" tells us the author does not dispute this evidence. 

In the next sentence, however, we get the important contrast keyword "however" (no pun, promise!). 
Contrast keywords often usher in the author's point of view in boldface questions. The author is chiming in saying: yeah fine, they are right about no test for whiplash but they are wrong to USE that fact to support this idea of theirs (i.e., their conclusion that people are faking whiplash in the countries whose insurance schemes compensate whiplash victims.) 

The author uses the phrase "further conclusion" in the third sentence. This tells us that the commentators are using the argument in the first bold statement--the one the author does agree with--to support an argument that the author does not agree with (they "are, however, wrong"). 

The first clause of choice A correctly identifies the first bold statement’s function as the "commentators'" evidence. The second clause of choice A properly picks up on the huge "however" keyword, telling us that the author is out to dispute these commentators' main (further) conclusion.

155. Certain instruments used in veterinary surgery can be made either of stainless steel or of nylon. In a study of such instruments, 10 complete sterilizations of a set of nylon instruments required 3.4 times the amount of energy used to manufacture that set of instruments, whereas 50 complete sterilizations of a set of stainless steel instruments required 2.1 times the amount of energy required to manufacture that set of instruments. 


If the statements above are true, each of the following could be true EXCEPT: 
(A) The 50 complete sterilizations of nylon instruments used more energy than did the 50 complete sterilizations of the stainless steel instruments. 
(B) More energy was required for each complete sterilization of the nylon instruments than was required to manufacture the nylon instruments. 
(C) More nylon instruments than stainless steel instruments were sterilized in the study. 
(D) More energy was used to produce the stainless steel instruments than was used to produce the nylon instruments. 
(E) The total cost of 50 complete sterilizations of the stainless steel instruments was greater than the cost of manufacturing the stainless steel instruments.
Answer: B
Explanation: The passage tells us that the ratio of energy required for sterilization to energy required for manufacture is greater for nylon instruments than it is for stainless steel instruments. 

But we have no idea how much energy it takes to manufacture either of these. For example, it might take 1 unit of energy to manufacture a set of nylon instruments and 1000 units of energy to manufacture a set of stainless steel instruments. In that case, we would clearly need more energy to sterilize stainless steel than we would to sterilize nylon. And it could also be the other way around....So, both choices A and D could be true. 
Choice C could be true because a "set" of nylon instruments could be 500 nylon instruments while a "set" of stainless steel could be 5 instruments. 
Choice E could be true because we have no info about cost. 

Choice B cannot be true on the numbers. A sterilization of a set of nylon instruments only requires 34% of the energy required to manufacture that set. So, when sterilizing a set of nylon instruments, we will definitely need LESS energy than we did to manufacture that set.
156. Radio stations with radio data system (RDS) technology broadcast special program information that only radios with an RDS feature can receive. Between 1994 and 1996, the number of RDS radio stations in Verdland increased from 250 to 600. However, since the number of RDS-equipped radios in Verdland was about the same in 1996 as in 1994, the number of Verdlanders received the special program information probably did not increase significantly. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
(A) Few if any of the RDS radio stations that began broadcasting in Verdland after 1994 broadcast to people with RDS-equipped radios living in areas not previously reached by RDS stations. 
(B) In 1996 most Verdlanders who lived within the listening area of a RDS station already had a radio equipped to receive RDS. 
(C) Equipping a radio station with RDS technology does not decrease the station's listening area. 
(D) In 1996 Verdlanders who did not own radios equipped to receive RDS could not receive any programming from the RDS radio stations that began broadcasting in Verdland after 1994. 
(E) The RDS radio stations in Verdland in 1996 did not all offer the same type of programming.  

Answer: A
Explanation: The number of RDS-equipped radios did not increase. He thinks this means that the number of Verdlanders receiving the special program also has not increased. But he is assuming that ALL of the radios were always receiving radio signals. But just because they are the "only" radios capable of receiving signals does not mean that all of them were receiving signals (back in 1994). 
DENIAL TEST: if some of the radios were NOT receiving signals in 1994, but after the increase of radio stations sending these signals, ARE receiving signals in 1996, then the argument falls apart. 

For example: 
It could be that in 1994 all 250 of the radio stations were congregated in just a couple of cities on the west coast of Verdland. But some of the people who own the receivers could have been on the East Coast, and so, were too far away to receive signals. 
Then, in 1996 there are 600 of these radio stations. Now, there are also radio stations on the East Coast receiving signals. Now, a greater number of Verdlanders are receiving signals, and the argument falls apart. 

Strategically: because the conclusion is talking about "not increase" the scope of the argument is whether or not there was an increase. Accordingly, we should be partial to answer choices that bring up the idea of difference and number.
157. Political Analyst: Because our city is a border city, illegal immigration is an important issue in the current race for mayor. Of the two candidates for mayor, one supports a plan that would attempt to deport the city’s 9,000 illegal immigrants and the other does not. Surveys consistently show that about 60% of the city’s residents are opposed to the plan, while about 35% are in support of the plan. Therefore, the candidate who does not support the plan will win the election for mayor. 

All of the following statements weaken the analyst’s argument, EXCEPT: 
A- In the city at issue, most voters make their voting decisions based on the candidates’ positions on abortion. 
B- Of the 35% of residents who support the plan, some are willing to consider alternate plans for addressing illegal immigration. 
C- Many of the residents who oppose the plan are not registered voters. 
D- The candidate who supports the plan is the incumbent mayor, and has been elected to four consecutive terms despite taking controversial positions on many important issues. 
E- Just under 30% of the city’s residents are illegal immigrants who cannot vote.
Answer: A

Explanation: The analyst argues that the mayoral candidate who opposes the deportation plan will win the governor’s race because 60% of city residents also oppose the plan. The analyst assumes that a majority of residents will vote for this candidate based on his position on illegal immigration. Any statement that calls this assumption into question will weaken the argument. We are looking for the one statement that does NOT call this assumption into question. 
(A) This statement calls into question the assumption that voters will cast their ballots based on the illegal immigration issue. Therefore, this statement weakens the analyst's argument. 
(B) CORRECT. This does not weaken the argument. In fact, if some of those who support the plan are willing to reconsider, they may ultimately oppose the original plan and decide to vote for the candidate who is also in opposition. If anything, this would help justify the analyst's claim that the candidate who opposes the plan will win the election. 
(C) This statement calls into question the assumption that a majority of residents will vote for the candidate who opposes the plan. If many of these residents are not registered voters, they will not be able to vote, regardless of their position on the immigration issue. This weakens the argument. 
(D) This calls into question the assumption that the residents will vote based on the illegal immigration issue. This statement shows that voters have a history of voting for the incumbent despite his controversial position on important issues. It is possible that the voters will again vote for the incumbent, even if he has taken an unpopular position on the illegal immigration issue. This weakens the argument. 
(E) If just under 30% of the residents are illegal immigrants, it is likely that many of the 60% in opposition to the plan are actually illegal immigrants themselves. If these people can’t vote, it is less likely that the candidate who opposes the plan will win.
158. Impact craters caused by meteorites smashing into Earth have been found all around the globe, but they have been found in the greatest density in geologically stable regions. This relatively greater abundance of securely identified crater in geologically stable regions must be explained by the lower rates of destructive geophysical processes in those regions. 

The conclusion is properly drawn if which one of the following is assumed? 
(A) A meteorite that strikes exactly the same spot as an earlier meteorite will obliterate all traces of the earlier impact. 
(B) Rates of destructive geophysical processes within any given region vary markedly throughout geological time. 
(C) The rate at which the Earth is struck by meteorites has greatly increased in geologically recent times. 
(D) Actual meteorite impacts have been scattered fairly evenly over the Earth’s surface in the course of Earth’s geological history. 
(E) The Earth’s geologically stable regions have been studied more intensively by geologists than have its less stable regions.
Answer: D

159. A certain airport security scanner designed to detect explosives in luggage will alert the scanner’s operator whenever the piece of luggage passing under the scanner contains an explosive. The scanner will erroneously alert the operator for only one percent of the pieces of luggage that contain no explosives. Thus in ninety-nine out of a hundred alerts explosives will actually be present. 

The reasoning in the argument is flawed because the argument 
(A) ignores the possibility of the scanner’s failing to signal an alert when the luggage does contain an explosive 
(B) draws a general conclusion about reliability on the basis of a sample that is likely to be biased 
(C) ignores the possibility of human error on the part of the scanner’s operator once the scanner has alerted him or her 
(D) fails to acknowledge the possibility that the scanner will not be equally sensitive to all kinds of explosives 
(E) substitutes one group for a different group in the statement of a percentage
Answer: E

Explanation: Let’s assume for argument's sake that the machine erroneously alerted the scanner for explosives when there were none present in 10 out of a thousand cases. or 1% of all bags. If you were to randomly choose 100 cases, then it is quite possible that three of those 10 cases (where the machine tagged the baggage by mistake) ended up in the set of 100. Thus the conclusion drawn is wrong, and only E points the flaw in the conclusion.
160. Vitcorp, a manufacturer, wishes to make its information booth at an industry convention more productive in terms of boosting sales. The both offers information introducing the company's new products and services. To achieve the desired result, Vitacorp's marketing department will attempt to attract more people to the booth. The marketing director's first measure was to instruct each salesperson to call his or her five best customers and personally invite them to visit the booth. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the prediction that the marketing director's first measure will contribute to meeting the goal of boosting sales? 
(A) Vitacorp's salespeople routinely inform each important customer about new products and services as soon as the decision to launch them has been made. 
(B) Many of Vitacorp's competitors have made plans for making their own information booths more productive in increasing sales. 
(C) An infomation booth that is well attended tends to attract visitors who would not otherwise have attended the booth. 
(D) Most of Vitacorp's best customers also have business dealings with Vitcorp's competitors. 
(E) Vitacorp has fewer new products and services available this year than it had in previous years.
Answer: C

Explanation: If the best customers come out to the booth, making it well-attended, and good attendance leads to more sales, then the logic holds true.
161. Psychologist: Some theories posit completely different causal mechanisms from those posited by the Smith psychological theory and that are more successful at predicting human behavior. Therefore, the Smith theory of behavior, no matter how elegant or complex, ought to be abandoned in favor of these other theories. 

Which of the following is an assumption made in drawing the conclusion above? 
A) The Smith theory has led to intriguing predictions, which have been shown to be false, about the causes of human behavior. 
B) A psychological theory with greater predictive success than another is scientifically preferable. 
C) The Smith theory has had remarkable success in predicting how people will behave in certain situations. 
D) Measuring the predictive success of a psychological theory always involves considering other theories that attempt to explain the same phenomena. 
E) Scientific theories become impractical if they posit causal mechanisms beyond a certain level of complexity.
Answer: B

Explanation: And, whatever the quality of the question, choice B is definitely the correct answer. Look at his conclusion: he uses the word "ought". Words like "ought" and "should" signal that the author is making a recommendation. What is this author's recommendation? That the Smith theory should (ought) be abandoned in favor of theories that have greater predictive success. So the big supporting idea in the evidence is "predictive success". (Notice that this idea is not in his conclusion.) So he is assuming that when it comes to what theories are (scientifically) preferable (this was the language in choice B), that predictive success is what matters 

And if you deny choice B, his argument falls apart: if he didn't think theories with better predictive success were preferable then how can he make his argument? (Remember his argument was that other theories should be adopted (in replacement of Smith's) because they have better have predictive success.) 

Choice D has nothing to do with the argument. Is the author making an argument about how best to measure the predictive success of a theory? No. It is given in the author's evidence that some theories DO IN FACT enjoy better predictive success than Smith's. The author never argued anything about how that predictive success was or should have been measured.
162. At present the Hollywood restaurant has only standard-height tables. However, many customers come to watch the celebrities who frequent the Hollywood, and they would prefer tall tables with stools because such seating would afford a better view of the celebrities. Moreover, diners seated on stools typically do not stay as long as diners seated at standard-height tables. Therefore, if the Hollywood replaced some of its seating with high tables and stools, its profits would increase. 

The argument is vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that it gives reason to believe that it is likely that 
A) Some celebrities come to the Hollywood to be seen, and so might choose to sit at the tall tables if they were available 
B) The price of meals ordered by celebrities dining at the Hollywood compensates for the longer time, if any, they spend lingering over their meals 
C) A customer of the Hollywood who would choose to sit at a tall table would be an exception to the generalization about lingering 
D) A restaurant's customers who spend less time at their meals typically order less expensive meals than those who remain at their meals longer 
E) With enough tall tables to accommodate all of the Hollywood's customers interested in such seating, there would be no view except of other tall tables
Answer: C

Explanation: A) Wrong - The question is about seating the customers not celebrities 
B) Wrong - Nobody talks about meals ordered by celebrities and it doesn't weaken the stated argument in any way 
C) Right - This argument is vulnerable to the criticism that, there could be exceptional customers who might prefer sitting on taller stools as opposed to lingering. 
D) Wrong - This might weaken the argument to some extent but we are not sure what the customers would order. Also the argument doesn’t mention anything about the meals ordered by customers, so it’s out of scope. 
E) Wrong- It’s completely irrelevant. The argument s conclusion is about the profits that the restaurant would make based on customers seating. Not about being able to accommodate all the customers.
163. The cities with the densest population have the highest ratio of police officers to citizens. Such cities also have the lowest rates of property crime without contact between perpetrator and victim. Thus maintaining a high ratio of police officers to citizens can serve as an effective deterrent to at least certain kinds of property crime. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above? 

(A) The quality of training that police receive varies from city to city. 

(B) High population density itself makes it difficult to commit a property crime that involves no contact between perpetrator and victim. 

(C) Many nonviolent crimes in large cities are drug-related. 

(D) A majority of the perpetrators of property crimes in densely populated cities are not apprehended by the police. 

(E) Property crimes without contact between perpetrator and victim represent only a small proportion of overall crime. 

Answer: B

Explanation: The conclusion talks about crime being "deterred". Whether or not criminals are being caught does not have anything to do with whether they are committing crimes, and so does not have anything to do with whether crime is being deterred.

D shares an attribute with a variety of popular wrong choices: it makes a comment about subset of a logical variable. Sometimes, such a choice weakens the argument, unless the predicate--in this case, not apprehended by police--is the crux of the argument. 

The argument doesn't talk about how many got apprehended. So, it is useless to talk about that.
164. Complaints that milk bottlers take enormous markups on the bottled milk sold to consumers are most likely to arise when least warranted by the actual spread between the prices that bottlers pay for raw milk and the price at which they sell bottled milk. The complaints occur when the bottled-milk price rises, yet these price increases most often merely reflect the rising price of the raw milk that bottlers buy from dairy farmers. When the raw-milk price is rising, the bottlers’ markups are actually smallest proportionate to the retail price. When the raw-milk price is falling, however, the markups are greatest. 

If all of the statements above are true, which one of the following must also be true on the basis of them? 

(A) Consumers pay more for bottled milk when raw-milk prices are falling than when these prices are rising. 

(B) Increases in dairy farmers’ cost of producing milk are generally not passed on to consumers. 

(C) Milk bottlers take substantially greater markups on bottled milk when its price is low for an extended period than when it is high for an extended period. 

(D) Milk bottlers generally do not respond to a decrease in raw-milk prices by straightaway proportionately lowering the price of the bottled milk they sell. 

(E) Consumers tend to complain more about the price they pay for bottled milk when dairy farmers are earning their smallest profits. 

Answer: D

Explanation: Milk bottlers generally do not respond to a decrease in raw-milk prices by straightaway proportionately lowering the price of the bottled milk they sell. 

Could this be false? That is, what would happen if milk bottlers DID respond to falling prices by straightaway proportionately lowering the price of the bottled milk they sell? 
What would happen to the last sentences of the passage? In the last sentences we learn that the bottlers enjoy proportionately greater markups when prices are falling. Would they be able to enjoy these lavish markups if they straightaway formed their own prices? Of course not. 
If we deny choice D--if the bottlers did respond to the falling milk prices by lowering their prices, then one or more statements in the passage would no longer be true. But in inference we must treat the passage necessarily true--therefore, choice D must be true. (Its denial must be false or else the last sentences of the passage must be false).
165. A primate jawbone found in Namibia in southern Africa has been identified by anthropologists as that of an ape that lived between 10 million and 15 million years ago. Researchers generally agree that such ancient primates lived only in dense forests. Consequently, the dry, treeless expanses now dominating the landscape in and around Namibia must have replaced an earlier heavily forested terrain. 

The argument assumes which one of the following? 

(A) Modern apes also tend to live only in heavily forested terrain. 

(B) The ape whose jawbone was found lived in or near the area that is now Namibia. 

(C) There were no apes living in the area that is now Namibia prior to 15 million years ago. 

(D) The ape whose jawbone was found was adapted to a diet that was significantly different from that of any modem ape. 

(E) The ancient primates were numerous enough to have caused severe damage to the ecology of the forests in which they lived. 
Answer: B

Explanation: 
A: Modern Apes--> its extra information. not part of the original argument 

D- Same as A 

E-> the conclusion is about current vegetation is dry. which may have replaced the earlier veg of ..Destruction of ecology by apes does not help tie the argument together 

C: Out of scope 

B: is the last one remaining..hence the answer. Also: Primate jawbone --> found in Namibia (research) Primates--> lived in dense forest 

Conclusion: Dense --> replaced by DRY
166. Recently in City X, developers have stopped buying land, contractors have found themselves going without work for longer periods, and banks have issued fewer mortgages. There must be fewer new residents moving to City X than there were previously. 

Which of the following indicates a flaw in the reasoning above? 
A This year several housing blocks have gone on the market after being held up for months by legal red tape. 
B The average size of a new home has increased significantly over the past several years. 
C Re-sales of condominiums have increased over the past six months. 
D The cost of materials such as lumber and cement has decreased over the past year. 
E Sales of other big-ticket items, such as automobiles and boats, has remained steady over the past year.
Answer: A

Explanation: The conclusion of the argument is that fewer new residents move to city X based on 3 premises. 
1. contractors stop buying land 
2. no work to do 
3. fewer mortage 

The conclusion is based on these 3 premises. 
In other words, 3 premises causes the conclusion and the author assumes that there are no other possibilities to explain this situation. But, we need to weaken the argument so there must be other alternate possibility that we can find. Namely, while these(3 premises) may be true, it is also possible that there are other causes. (Remember, weaken-the-argument question is really asking you to find a hole(missing link) in the argument.) 

Let's find an alternative. That's what (A) says. Not because of 3 premises, but because of "unsold houses" or "avaiable houses" on the market. 

(B)"size" of the house? it's out of the scope. 
(C)(D) and (E) are irrelevant. 
Therefore, the answer is (A) for sure.
167. For a contest at the upcoming county fair, Marie advocates for a ring toss because the ring toss is consistently the favorite activity of the children who attend the fair. Anne, however, points out that adults win most of the prizes when playing ring toss. To make the chances of winning fair for everyone, Anne proposes a raffle. Marie rebuts that those who can afford to spend more on raffle tickets will have better chances of winning. The two agree to hold a raffle in which each person can buy only one ticket. 

The two boldface portions in the argument above are best described by which of the following statements? 
A. The first is an example of one activity; the second is an argument in favor of choosing that activity. 
B. The first is an argument promoting one activity; the second invalidates the reason for promoting the other activity. 
C. The first is the conclusion of one of the participants; the second is an argument that supports that conclusion. 
D. The first is an argument promoting one activity; the second is an argument against promoting that activity. 
E. The first is the conclusion of one of the participants; the second invalidates the other participant's reasoning.
Answer: E

168. According to a recent magazine article, of those office employees who typically work 8 hours at the office each day but sometimes say that they will work at home on a particular day, 25 percent actually work less than one hour. At the same time, over 90 percent of those same office employees believe they are more productive working at home than working in their office. 

The statements above, if true, best support which of the following conclusions about the office employees discussed in the article? 
A. On average, the office employees working at home for a day work fewer hours than office employees working at the office. 
B. 10 percent of the office employees are less productive working from home than working in their office. 
C. At least 15 percent of the office employees do not define productivity exclusively in terms of the number of hours worked. 
D. At least 25 percent of the office employees can complete the same amount of work in one hour at home as in 8 hours at the office. 
E. Some of the office employees make statements regarding their productivity that are not in fact true.
Answer: C

Explanation: The question in which we have to "identified the conclusion" can be solved with the help of conditional reasoning. Let us make the conditional diagram from the given premises. I am making rough diagram through text only. For more clarity, please refer to the book. 
1. According to a recent magazine article, of those office employees who typically work 8 hours at the office each day 
100%W = 8 hours (at office) 
2. But sometimes say that they will work at home on a particular day, 25 percent actually work less than one hour. 
25%W = 1 hour (at home) 
3. At the same time, over 90 percent of those same office employees believe they are more productive working at home than working in their office. 
90%W = more Productive (at home) 

Now let's see each given answer choice one by one: - 
The trick is to identified the correct option which retrace the path of the premises. 

A) We know only that 25% people have spent less than one hour at home on working. But we don't the working hours of other employees at home. So, we can't say this (option A) with surety because may be people the remaining 75% of people have spend more than 8 hours or may be less. Nothing is sure at all. Hence INCORRECT. 
REMEMBER: Stick to premise only. 
B) 10%W = NOT (productive (at home)) 
the above condition is opposite of the 2nd premises' condition. So, it is wrong. REMEMBER: To choose only choice that retraces the premises' path. 
Also, to understand further, we know only about the 90% more productive employee (at home) and we don't know whether rest 10% are whether productive at home same as at office or less productive at home as compare to office. STICK TO THE PREMISE INFORMATION. 
C) 15%W = NOT (define work in terms of hours) 
From the premises conditional statements. (3) states that 90% productive at home and (2) states that 25% work for one hour. (It means 100 - 90 + 25)%W are doing same amount of work in less hour (i.e. 1 hour or less). Hence, 15% are not talking productivity in terms of working hours. Hence CORRECT. Choose this choice. 
To simplify further, we know that 90% productive at home and we don't know anything about rest 10%. Also, we know that 25% worked for less than 1 hour at home; those supposed as to be less productive. So if we subtract 10% (Unknown production value) from these 25% (known working timing) then we can conclude that 15% from these 25% (working for less than 1 hour) completed their work within that time at home. That means, they are not considering time spend = production value. 
Hence, choose this choice. 
D) 25%W (8 hours @ office) = 25W% (1 hour @home) 
Do we have any such statement in any of the conditional statements created from premises? NO. Hence INCORRECT. 
E) Some of the office employees make statements regarding their productivity that are not in fact true. 
Some (W) = Speaking LIE 
This is totally against the premises. As premises conditions are considered to be true only, hence (E) is INCORRECT
169. Spectroscopic analysis has revealed the existence of frozen nitrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide on the surface of Pluto. Such ices have a tendency to vaporize, producing an atmosphere. Since the proportion of any gas in such an atmosphere depends directly on how readily the corresponding ice vaporizes, astronomers have concluded that the components of Pluto’s atmosphere are nitrogen, carbon monoxide, and methane, in order of decreasing abundance. 

The astronomers’ argument relies on which one of the following assumptions? 
(A) There is no more frozen nitrogen on the surface of Pluto than there is either frozen carbon monoxide or methane. 
(B) Until space probes reach Pluto, direct analysis of the atmosphere is impossible. 
(C) There is no frozen substance on the surface of Pluto that vaporizes more readily than methane but less readily than carbon monoxide. 
(D) Nitrogen is found in the atmosphere of a planet only if nitrogen ice is found on the surface of that planet. 
(E) A mixture of nitrogen, carbon monoxide, and methane is characteristic of the substances from which the Solar System formed.
Answer: C
170. Most of the world's supply of uranium currently comes from the mines. It is possible to extract uranium from seawater, but the cost of doing so is greater than the price that Uranium fetches on the world market. Therefore, until the cost of extracting uranium from seawater can somehow be reduced, this method of obtaining uranium is unlikely to be commercially viable. 

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in evaluating the argument? 
a. Whether the uranium in deposits on land is rapidly being depleted 
b. Whether most uranium is used near where it is mined 
c. Whether there are any technological advances that show promise of reducing the costs of extracting uranium from seawater 
d. Whether the total amount of Uranium in seawater is significantly greater than the total amount of uranium on land 
e. Whether uranium can be extracted from freshwater at a cost similar to the cost of extracting it from seawater.
Answer: A

Explanation: In order to be "useful" in evaluating the argument an answer choice has to fall directly within the scope of the argument. Accordingly, in evaluate the argument or relevant information questions it is important to determine the author’s central assumption. The correct answer will always be closely related to the author’s assumption. 
It is also useful to view these questions as being hybrid strengthen/weaken. The answer choices will often be questions. Here, all of the answer choices begin with “whether.” Ask of each answer choice whether it is the case or whether it is not. The correct answer will be something where if it goes one way, it will strengthen the argument, and if it goes another way, it will weaken the argument. 
Here, the author has two main pieces of evidence: 1) most of the world’s supply of uranium currently comes from mines and 2) it is costly to extract uranium from the sea. He uses these two pieces of evidence to conclude that this method will remain commercially unviable (unless the cost can be reduced). 

Let’s look at choices A and C: 
a. Whether the uranium in deposits on land is rapidly being depleted 

Well, what if uranium from land was not being depleted? Then the argument is strengthened, as the supply of coal won’t be diminished, and so there will be no (economic) reason to turn to the sea. 
And what if uranium from land WAS being rapidly depleted? Then the supply of coal would dry up, coal prices would most likely go up, and all of a sudden it might be commercially viable (profitable) to mine coal from the sea--the argument is weakened. 
In fact, this answer choice is essentially the author’s assumption. It is a necessary assumption of the argument that the coal from mines continue to provide a ready supply. Denial test: if coal from mines dried up, it may well be economically (commercially) viable to turn to the sea, and the argument falls apart. Figuring out the assumption before going to the answer choices is of huge benefit in these questions. Remember you can always verify whether you’ve figured out the necessary assumption correctly by applying the denial test. 

c. Whether there are any technological advances that show promise of reducing the costs of extracting uranium from seawater 
Well, what if there were? The author would simply remind you that he said ".until the cost of extracting uranium from seawater can somehow be reduced..." The author acknowledged that mining coal from the sea might be worth it if they could figure out a cheaper way of doing it. Therefore, determining whether there are any technological advances that could make it cheaper would not be very useful in evaluating the merits of his argument.
171. Archeologist: The discovery of chicken bones in a recently excavated Incan settlement, dating between 1320 and 1410 C.E., suggests that chickens were brought to the Americas by Polynesians before introduction by the Spaniards. It is also possible that contamination caused the specimens to appear older than they actually are. To settle this, scientists sequenced DNA from the ancient chicken bones and from Polynesian chickens and found that they share a genetic signature. A later genetic study revealed that the same signature is found in chickens from throughout Europe and Asia. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the findings of the later study?  

(A) European explorers in the 16th century collected live animals from throughout the Americas and returned them to Europe for study and breeding.  

(B) The Incas did not raise chicken for food.  

(C) DNA sequencing is a reliable method of identifying the migration of species from one continent to another, even over a period of centuries.  

(D) In diaries of Asian expeditions, European explorers refer to feasting on a game bird that may be related to the Polynesian chicken.  

(E) The Spaniards did not introduce chickens to the Americas until at least 1500 C.E.
Answer: A

Explanation: This is an explanation question. The information in the passage suggests that genetic evidence links ancient chickens from the Americas to Polynesian chickens, and also to chickens in Europe and Asia. We're looking for a choice that explains why the genetic signature for the ancient and Polynesian chickens is the same as that of the European and Asian chickens. 

(A) This is correct. If explorers took chickens that were related to the ancient chickens from the Americas, then bred them in Europe, it would explain the presence of the same genetic signature. 
(B) The use of the chickens is completely off-topic. 
(C) This is a general statement that doesn't explain or contradict the studies in the passage. Usually, such general statements are incorrect. 
(D) This choice suggests that chickens similar to Polynesian chickens may been in Asia for some time, but the words "may be" make the choice much weaker. 
(E) The study suggests that chickens first appeared in the Americas because they were introduced by someone other than the Spanish. If that‘s the case, it doesn't matter when the Spaniards introduced chickens to the Americas. 

172. Yorco and Zortech are two corporations that employ large numbers of full-time workers who are paid by the hour. Publicly available records indicate that Yorco employs roughly the same number of such hourly wage workers as Zortech does but spends a far higher total sum per year on wages for such workers. Therefore, hourly wages must be higher, on average, at Yorco than at Zortech, since _____. 


A. Zortech spends a higher total sum per year than Yorco does to provide its hourly wage workers with benefits other than wages 
B. the work performed by hourly wage workers at Zortech does not require a significantly higher level of skill than the work performed by hourly wage workers at Yorco does 
C. the proportion of all company employees who are hourly wage workers is significantly greater at Yorco than it is at Zortech 
D. overtime work, which is paid at a substantially higher rate than work done during the regular work week, is rare at both Yorco and Zortech 
E. the highest hourly wages paid at Yorco are higher than the highest hourly wages paid at Zortech
Answer: D

Explanation: This can be treated as another explain the phenomenon argument. 
The phenomenon: Equal number of hourly paid employees but Yorco spent more money paying theirs.
The author's explanation (conclusion): Yorco pays their employees more.

We need to fill in the blank after the word "since." "Since" is an evidence keyword. So, to support the author's conclusion that his explanation is the correct one, we should remove an alternative explanation for the phenomenon. 
Choice D does that. (Higher rates of overtime work at Yorco could have been an alternative explanation for the phenomenon).
173. Current farm policy is institutionalized penalization of consumers. It increases food prices for middle- and low-income families and costs the taxpayer billions of dollars a year. 

Which of the following statements, if true, would provide support for the author’s claims above? 
I. Farm subsidies amount to roughly $20 billion a year in federal payouts and $12 billion more in higher food prices. 
II. According to a study by the Department of Agriculture, each $1 of benefits provided to farmers for ethanol production costs consumers and taxpayers $4. 
III. The average full-time farmers have an average net worth of over $300,000. 

(A) I only 
(B) II only 
(C) III only 
(D) I and II only 
(E) I, II, and III
Answer: D

Explanation: This is because both the first and the second statement refer to food costs (1st one) and taxation (1st and 2nd).

Well, subsidies come from taxes - it's just another way of saying that the taxpayer is paying for the extra money that the farmers get from the government. Higher food prices usually affect people with low and medium income, since food is a basic good and needs to be covered all the time.
174. Jennifer: Video rental outlets in Centerville together handled 10,000 fewer video rentals in 1994 than in 1993. The decline in rentals was probably due almost entirely to the February 1994 opening of Videorama, the first and only video rental outlet in the area that, in addition to renting videos, also sold them cheaply. 
Brad: There must be another explanation: as you yourself said, the decline was on the order of 10,000 rentals. Yet Videorama sold only 4,000 videos in 1994. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the force of the objection that Brad presents to Jennifer's explanation? 
(A) In 1994 Videorama rented out more videos than it sold. 
(B) In 1994 two new outlets that rent but that do not sell videos opened in Centerville. 
(C) Most of the video rental outlets in Centerville rent videos at a discount on certain nights of the week. 
(D) People often buy videos of movies that they have previously seen in a theater. 
(E) People who own videos frequently loan them to their friends
Answer: E

Explanation: Many strengthen/weaken questions can be viewed as cause and effect or explain the phenomenon arguments: 
The phenomenon (effect): Centerville's video rentals declined by 10,000. 
Jennifer's explanation (cause): The opening of Videorama. The heart of Jennifer's explanation is that Videorama sells videos cheaply. This is the substance or main evidence for her conclusion that it was Videorama's opening that caused the phenomenon. 
Brad's objection: There must be some other explanation because Videorama only sold 4000. So Brad's objection centers on how Videorama's selling of videos can't have been a sufficient explanation (for Centerville's decline in number of videos rented out.) 

The question stem instructs us to weaken the force of Brad's objection. Choice E succeeds because it suggests that Videorama's selling of videos may well be a sufficient explanation for the phenomenon (the decline in the number of videos rented out by Centerville). 
Choice A does strengthen the general idea that Centerville's decline was due to Videorama enticing away customers. BUT it suggests that Videorama did this more by renting out rather than by selling videos. Therefore, Brad's objection still stands.
175. To hold criminals responsible for their crimes involves a failure to recognize that criminal actions, like all actions, are ultimately products of the environment that forged the agent’s character. It is not criminals but people in the law-abiding majority who by their actions do most to create and maintain this environment. Therefore, it is law-abiding people whose actions, and nothing else, make them alone truly responsible for crime. 


The reasoning in the argument is most vulnerable to criticism on the grounds that 
(A) it exploits an ambiguity in the term “environment” by treating two different meanings of the word as though they were equivalent 
(B) it fails to distinguish between actions that are socially acceptable and actions that are socially unacceptable 
(C) the way it distinguishes criminals from crimes implicitly denies that someone becomes a 
criminal solely in virtue of having committed a crime 
(D) its conclusion is a generalization of statistical evidence drawn from only a small minority of 
the population 
(E) its conclusion contradicts an implicit principle on which an earlier part of the argument is based
Answer: E

Explanation: The author wants to absolve criminals of fault hood because "criminal actions, like all actions are ultimately products of the environment..." 
But then, later in the argument, the author wants to center fault hood on the law-abiding citizenry because they "by their actions do the most to create and maintain that environment." 

I'm sure you see the contradiction in his argument: 
The reason he wants to absolve one group of fault hood is the same as the reason he wants to ground fault hood on another group. 
Therefore, he his contradicting himself--that is what makes his argument flawed, and that would be a good prediction of the right answer. 
Now, aggressively scan for a match to that prediction: Then, Choice E matches this prediction. 

Because we spent time solving the argument and generating a prediction, we don't want to spend a lot of time drowning in the answer choices. So, we aggressively scan for the match, and we don't overuse POE. POE means figuring out four reasons why four wrong answers are wrong; an arduous process considering how good the test-maker is at designing seductive wrong answers. Also, by doing this, we get sucked in by choices and our original analysis of the argument dims. We don't care about wrong answers and why they are wrong. And we get rewarded for one and one thing only: selecting the correct answer. Remember, you don't have to decide whether a choice is correct the first time you read it; instead, keep the prediction/solution clear as day in your head, and aggressively scan for a response that impresses you as matching. 

Anyways, because this is a clear flaw in the argument, and because it matches one of the answer choices, choice E must be correct. And Choice C is wrong because Choice E is right. (We don't care why wrong answers are wrong, and critical reasoning is just as objective as math--there is one and only one correct answer--no such thing as a "good" or "better" answer.) 

Anyways, for reviewing (rather than performing/practicing) purposes, let's take a look at choice C: 
(C) How, exactly, does the stimulus "distinguish" criminals from crimes? How does anyone distinguish a criminal from a crime? 
Let's see, "distinguish" means "to tell apart." So, how does one tell apart a criminal from a crime? 
Well, obviously, a "criminal" is a person and a "crime" is an act. That's how you tell those things apart. The author clearly does not have to draw such an obvious distinction. And so he didn't. This means that choice C is wrong: the right answer to a flaw question is always a reasoning error that the author actually committed--you can always eliminate a flaw answer choice if the author didn't even "do" the thing that the answer choice describes. But even if the answer choice had instead said "fails to distinguish between criminals and crimes," it would still be wrong because it is tremendously unlikely that failure to draw such an obvious distinction would ever be the reason why a GMAT arguer's reasoning would be flawed. 

Also, choice C states that the author implicitly denies that someone becomes a criminal just because they committed a criminal act. In fact, the author more or less explicitly denies this.
176. In the state of Michigan, from 1980 to 1989, total spending on books purchased from all the sources increased by 34%. But during the same period, spending on fiction books, most of which were purchased from bookstores selling only new books, grew by 16 %. 

Which of the following statements about the period mentioned is best supported by the statements above? 

a) Spending on non-fiction books increased by more than 34% percent. 

b) Shoppers were more likely to buy fiction books when they went to a bookstore than they were to buy non-fiction. 

c) The prices of books purchased at book-stores are higher than those of books purchased elsewhere 

d) Individual spending on the books increased, while institutional spending decreased. 

e) The number of people who bought books from secondhand bookstores increased during this period. 

Answer: A
177. Premiums for automobile accident insurance are often higher for red cars than for cars of other colors. To justify these higher charges, insurance companies claim that, overall, a greater percentage of red cars are involved in accidents than are cars of any other color. If this claim is true, then lives could undoubtedly be saved by banning red cars from the roads altogether. 

The reasoning in the argument is flawed because the argument 

(A) Accepts without question that insurance companies have the right to charge higher premiums for higher-risk clients 

(B) Fails to consider whether red cars cost the same to repair as cars of other colors 

(C) ignores the possibility that drivers who drive recklessly have a preference for red cars 

(D) Does not specify precisely what percentage of red cars are involved in accidents 

(E) Makes an unsupported assumption that every automobile accident results in some loss of life 

Answer: C

Explanation: Must be C, because C shows that the author does not consider that the cause of these accidents by red cars is not the color of the cars, but the drivers who prefer to drive red cars.
178. A law requiring companies to offer employees unpaid time off to care for their children will harm the economic competitiveness of our nation’s businesses. Companies must be free to set their own employment policies without mandated parental-leave regulations.

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the conclusion of the argument above?

(A) A parental-leave law will serve to strengthen the family as a social institution in this country.

(B) Many businesses in this country already offer employees some form of parental leave.

(C) Some of the countries with the most economically competitive businesses have strong parental-leave regulations.

(D) Only companies with one hundred or more employees would be subject to the proposed parental-leave law.

(E) In most polls, a majority of citizens say they favor passage of a parental-leave law.

Answer: C

Explanation: Looking through the answer choices, A and E can be eliminated. These choices are outside the scope of the conclusion. The main subject of the passage is “economic competitiveness of our nation’s business,” not the “family as a social institution.” Also the citizen’s opinion is not relevant to the message in the passage. Look for answer choices that offer detracting evidence or reveal faulty assumptions. B does neither. C offers a corollary to the law but does not have information pertaining to the conclusion, which is the economic competitiveness of a nation’s business. Answer C states that many other countries manage to stay competitive despite strong parental leave laws. C is the correct answer.
179. Editorialist: News media rarely cover local politics thoroughly, and local political business is usually conducted secretively. These factors each tend to isolate local politicians from their electorates. This has the effect of reducing the chance that any particular act of resident participation will elicit a positive official response, which in turn discourages resident participation in local politics. 

Which one of the following is most strongly supported by the editorialist’s statements? 

(A) Particular acts of resident participation would be likely to elicit a positive response from local politicians if those politicians were less isolated from their electorate. 

(B) Local political business should be conducted less secretively because this would avoid discouraging resident participation in local politics. 

(C) The most important factor influencing a resident’s decision as to whether to participate in local politics is the chance that the participation will elicit a positive official response. 

(D) More-frequent thorough coverage of local politics would reduce at least one source of discouragement from resident participation in local politics. 

(E) If resident participation in local politics were not discouraged, this would cause local politicians to be less isolated from their electorate.

Answer: A
180. From an article in the Wall Street Chronicle: Sales statistics of major electronics manufacturers with sales in the United States show that 80% of consumer electronics (such as televisions, DVD players, and computers) sold in the U.S. last year were manufactured in China. 

From an article in Consumer Results Magazine: The results from last year's survey on consumer electronics choices show that while products made in China are still very popular, more and more Americans are buying products made in Japan, Germany, and the United States. These three countries combined account for 38% of products sold in the U.S. last year. 

For both of the findings to be accurate, which of the following must be true? 

(A) More Americans who do not purchase consumer electronics prefer goods produced in China to those produced elsewhere. 

(B) Major electronics manufacturers do not limit their production plants to one country, often dividing different stages of manufacturing among plants around the world. 

(C) Most consumer electronics purchased last year that were not manufactured in China were manufactured and sold in the United States. 

(D) The average price of a Chinese-manufactured consumer electronics device is lower than that of a device manufactured elsewhere. 

(E) Major electronics manufacturers sell a higher percentage of Chinese-produced consumer devices than do smaller manufacturers. 

Answer: E 

Explanation: This is an explanation/paradox question. From a quick reading, the two reports seem to claim that 80% of electronics were manufactured in China, and 38% of products were made in other places. Clearly that's incorrect--there must be more to the story. The distinction is in the Wall Street Chronicle claim, which is limited to "major" electronics manufacturers. The second claim does not make that distinction. Thus, it would appear that, while 20% of products sold in the U.S. made by "major" electronics manufacturers did not come from Chinese manufacturers, a greater percent of products sold in the U.S. by non-major manufacturers did not come from China. 

Think of it like a weighted average question. All manufacturers are either major or non-major. If 20% of the major company sales were non-China made and 38% of total sales were non-China made, then non-major sales must have been greater than 38% non-China made. Choice (E) is the only option consistent with that conclusion. If the products of non-major manufacturers are more than 38% non-China made, they must be much less than 80% made in China. Thus, (E) is correct.
181. Plant scientists have used genetic engineering on seeds to produce crop plants that are highly resistant to insect damage. Unfortunately, the seeds themselves are quite expensive, and the plants require more fertilizer and water to grow well than normal ones. Thus, for most farmers the savings on pesticides would not compensate for the higher seed costs and the cost of additional fertilizer. However, since consumer demand for grains, fruits, and vegetables grown without the use of pesticides continues to rise, the use of genetically engineered seeds of this kind is likely to become widespread. 


In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
(A) The first supplies a context for the argument; the second is the argument's main conclusion. 
(B) The first introduces a development that the argument predicts will have a certain outcome; the second is a state of affairs that the argument denies will be part of that outcome. 
(C) The first presents a development that the argument predicts will have a certain outcome; the second acknowledges a consideration that weighs against that prediction. 
(D) The first provides evidence to support a prediction that the argument seeks to defend; the second is that prediction. 
(E) The first and the second each provide evidence to support the argument's main conclusion.

Answer: C

Explanation: The key thing to notice is, first, the two boldface statements are on opposite sides of the fence. Second, the first boldface is a fact that is used to support sentence 3. The second boldface goes against sentence 3 - it can't actually go against sentence 2, since S2 is a fact, but it does go against the main point of view given in S3. 
I want a choice that is consistent with the above relationships. 
A) The first is not context (or background) - it is a premise used to draw a conclusion. The second is not the main point of view but a contrasting point of view. (This one also implies the two are on the same side of the fence and they are not!) 
B) The first part is fine, but the second is not. The argument does not deny that the second boldface will be part of the outcome - rather, it says that the contrasting viewpoint is likely to overcome the main point of view. 
C) Correct 
D) The author does not actually attempt to defend either conclusion - it just presents the two. This choice also says the two are on the same side of the fence when they're not. 
E) This one says the two are on the same side of the fence.
----

"Prediction" means that the argument is predicting that something will happen.
If there is a prediction, it MUST be the conclusion of the argument, unless it is being used as the basis for future predictions (which it probably won't).
A claim is a statement that is not a fact, and requires an argument and/or supporting evidence.
Evidence is FACTUAL information that is used to support a claim.
A consideration can be either a fact or a claim; it's used to support some other claim/conclusion.
182. Of patients over 65 years old who survived coronary bypass surgery – a procedure widely prescribed for people with heart disease – only 75 percent benefited from the surgery. Thus it appears that for one in four such patients, the doctors who advised them to undergo this surgery, with its attendant risks and expense, were more interested in an opportunity to practice their skills and in their fee than in helping the patient.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the argument?
A. Many of the patients who received coronary bypass surgery are less than 55 years old
B. Possible benefits of coronary bypass surgery include both relief from troubling symptoms and prolongation of life.
C. Most of the patients in the survey decided to undergo coronary bypass surgery because they were advised that the surgery would reduce their risk of future heart attacks
D. The patients over 65 years old who did not benefit from the coronary bypass surgery were as fully informed as those who did benefit from the surgery as to the risks of the surgery prior to undergoing it
E. The patients who underwent coronary bypass surgery but who did not benefit from it were medically indistinguishable, prior to their surgery, from the patients who did benefit.

Answer: E

Explanation: argument is -- Doctors were more interested in an opportunity to practice their skills and in their fee than in helping the patient.
D -- Says that all the patients were fully informed of the risks of the surgery. If the doctor knew that a certain patient won't benefit from the surgery, then also they were informed of the risks. [But is not that they will not benefit from the surgery]
E -- Medically doctors could not distinguish between patients who benefited from the surgery from those who did not. This sentence truly weakens the argument.
183. Although the discount stores in Goreville’s central shopping district are expected to close within five years as a result of competition from a SpendLess discount department store that just opened, those locations will not stay vacant for long. In the five years since the opening of Colson’s, a nondiscount department store, a new store has opened at the location of every store in the shopping district that closed because it could not compete with Colson’s. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 
A. Many customers of Colson’s are expected to do less shopping there than they did before the SpendLess store opened. 
B. Increasingly, the stores that have opened in the central shopping district since Colson’s opened have been discount stores.
C. At present, the central shopping district has as many stores operating in it as it ever had. 
D. Over the course of the next five years, it is expected that Goreville’s population will grow at a faster rate than it has for the past several decades. 
E. Many stores in the central shopping district sell types of merchandise that are not available at either SpendLess or Colson’s.

Answer: B

Explanation: The key to the argument is the ASSUMPTION that the previous trend of stores replacing old ones will continue.
Specifically, when the previous store closures occurred, new stores took their place. The argument assumes that, should these new stores close within 5 years, still more new stores will take their place.
Anything that casts doubt on this ASSUMPTION - i.e., that makes it LESS likely that even more new stores will spring up to take the place of the old ones - will weaken the argument.
This is what (b) does.
If the new stores were discount stores, that's why they were able to compete with colson's. However, since spendless is a big discount store, even these discount stores won't be able to compete with it.
184. Every fall Croton's jays migrate south. The jays always join flocks of migrating crookbeaks with which they share the same summer and winter territories. If a jay from the crookbeaks it is accompanying, it wanders until it comes across another flock of crookbeaks. Clearly, therefore, Croton's jays lack the navigational ability to find their way south on their own.

Strengthen the argument:
A. Croton's jays lay their eggs in the nests of crookbeaks which breed upon completing their southern migration.
B. The three species most closely related to crookbeaks do not migrate at all. 
C. In the spring, Croton's jays migrate north in the company of Tattersall warblers. 
D. Species other than Croton's jays occasionally accompany flocks of migrating crookbeaks. 
E. In the spring, crookbeaks migrate north before croton's jays do.

Answer: C
Explanation: 
takeaway: in STRENGTHEN / WEAKEN, you should ALWAYS select answers that have as DIRECT an impact on the argument as possible.

We need a choice that DIRECTLY evinces the jay's lack of navigational ability.
* Where the jays lay their eggs has nothing whatsoever to do with navigational ability. (This may just mean that they're clever enough to take advantage of others' nests, like cuckoos, rather than going to the trouble of building their own.)
* If the jays ALSO need help finding their way back north, this is much stronger evidence that they can't navigate by themselves.
185. From 1978 to 1988, beverage containers accounted for a steadily decreasing percentage of the total weight of household garbage in the United States. The increasingly widespread practice of recycling aluminum and glass was responsible for most of this decline. However, although aluminum recycling was more widely practiced in this period than glass recycling, it was found that the weight of glass bottles in household garbage declined by a greater percentage than the weight of aluminum cans.

Which of the following, if true of the United States in the period 1978 to 1988, most helps to account for the finding?
(A) Glass bottles are significantly heavier than aluminum cans of comparable size.
(B) Recycled aluminum cans were almost all beverage containers, but a significant fraction of the recycled glass bottles had contained products other than beverages.
(C) Manufacturers replaced many glass bottles, but few aluminum cans, with plastic containers.
(D) The total weight of glass bottles purchased by households increased at a slightly faster rate than the total weight of aluminum cans.
(E) In many areas, glass bottles had to be sorted by color of the glass before being recycled, whereas aluminum cans required no sorting.
Answer: C
Explanation: this problem turns on the differences between PERCENTAGES and ABSOLUTE NUMBERS.
Facts:
* the PERCENTAGE of recycled aluminum was higher than the PERCENTAGE of recycled glass. this is what it means when we say that aluminum recycling was more widely practiced.
BUT
* the NUMERICAL CHANGE in aluminum in the trash was lower than the NUMERICAL CHANGE in glass in the trash.
If all the stuff missing from the trash had been recycled, this would be impossible. Therefore, we need another explanation, besides recycling, for WHY THE TOTAL USE OF GLASS HAS GONE DOWN. That’s the only way that these findings are mathematically possible.
(c) Is such a statement.
(d) Is the EXACT OPPOSITE of this sort of statement. If (d) were true, we would expect to see aluminum, not glass, declining at a faster rate in the trash.
186. Generally scientists enter their field with the goal of doing important new research and accept as their colleagues those with similar motivation. Therefore, when any scientist wins renown as an expounder of science to general audiences, most other scientists conclude that this popularizer should no longer be regarded as a true colleague.

The explanation offered above for the low esteem in which scientific popularizers are held by research scientists assumes that
(A) serious scientific research is not a solitary activity, but relies on active cooperation among a group of colleagues
(B) research scientists tend not to regard as colleagues those scientists whose renown they envy
(C) a scientist can become a famous popularizer without having completed any important research
(D) research scientists believe that those who are well known as popularizers of science are not motivated to do important new research
(E) no important new research can be accessible to or accurately assessed by those who are not themselves scientists
Answer: D

Explanation: the passage already says that 
not doing important research <--> should not be regarded as colleague
so, if you add in assumption (d), you get
popularizer <--> not doing important research <--> should not be regarded as colleague
...which is exactly what you are looking for.
187. Because postage rates are rising, Home Decorator magazine plans to maximize its profits by reducing by one half the number of issues it publishes each year. The quality of articles, the number of articles published per year, and the subscription price will not change. Market research shows that neither subscribers nor advertisers will be lost if the magazine's plan is instituted.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest evidence that the magazine's profits are likely to decline if the plan is instituted?
A. With the new postage rates, a typical issue under the proposed plan would cost about one-third more to mail than a typical current issue would.
B. The majority of the magazine's subscribers are less concerned about a possible reduction in the quantity of the magazine's articles than about a possible loss of the current high quality of its articles. 
C. Many of the magazine's long-time subscribers would continue their subscriptions even if the subscription price were increased. 
D. Most of the advertisers that purchase advertising space in the magazine will continue to spend the same amount on advertising per issue as they have in the past. 
E. Production costs for the magazine are expected to remain stable.
Answer: D

Explanation: D: if u look at the stimulus:
quality + quantity + rate are all same. So we can assume that production cost is relatively unchanged.
D says: advertisers will pay same rate per issue as they were paying earlier. So if the cost is constant, but there is a drop of 50% in ad revenue, profits should obviously decrease.
188. Magazine Publisher: Our magazine does not have a liberal bias. It is true that when a book review we had commissioned last year turned out to express distinctly conservative views, we did not publish it until we had also obtained a second review that took a strongly liberal position. Clearly, however, our actions demonstrate not a bias in favor of liberal views but rather a commitment to a balanced presentation of diverse opinions. 

Determining which of the following would be most useful in evaluating the cogency of the magazine publisher’s response?
A) Whether any other magazines in which the book was reviewed carried more than one review of the book
B) Whether the magazine publishes unsolicited book reviews as well as those that it has commissioned
C) Whether in the event that a first review commissioned by the magazine takes a clearly liberal position the magazine would make any efforts to obtain further reviews
D) Whether the book that was the subject of the two reviews was itself written from a clearly conservative or a clearly liberal point of view the magazine publishes
E) Whether most of the readers of the magazine regularly read the book reviews that the magazine publishes
Answer: C

Explanation: the biggest weapon you have in problems like this is the ability to simplify the argument.
In this case, here's a simplified version:
they got a conservative review, but then waited until they got a liberal review.
They say they were just being balanced.
They say that they DON'T have a bias in favor of liberal views.
We need to pick an answer choice that will DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THESE TWO POSSIBILITIES.
i.e., MAGAZINE IS LIBERAL vs. MAGAZINE IS BALANCED.

The only one of the situations described that would affect this judgment is (c).
If the magazine were liberal, then they would NOT obtain further reviews.
If the magazine were balanced, then they WOULD obtain further reviews.
The other four situations would be unaffected by whether the magazine is balanced or liberal.
189. Astronomer: Observations of the Shoemaker-Levi comet on its collision course with Jupiter showed that the comet broke into fragments before entering Jupiter's atmosphere in 1994, but they did not show how big those fragments were. In hopes of gaining some indication of the fragments' size, astronomers studied spectrographic analyses of Jupiter's outer atmosphere. These analyses revealed unprecedented traces of sulfur after the fragments' entry. The fragments themselves almost certainly contained no sulfur, but many astronomers believe that the cloud layer below Jupiter's outer atmosphere does contain sulfur. Since sulfur would have seeped into the outer atmosphere if comet fragments had penetrated this cloud layer, it is likely that some of the fragments were at least large enough to have passed through Jupiter's outer atmosphere without being burned up. 

In the astronomer's argument, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
A. The first presents a circumstance for which the astronomer offers an explanation; the second is part of that explanation. 
B. The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the conclusion of the argument; the second is that conclusion. 
C. The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the conclusion of the argument; the second provides evidence in support of that conclusion. 
D. The first provides evidence in support of the conclusion of the argument; the second acknowledges a consideration that weighs against that conclusion. 
E. The first is a judgment advanced in support of the conclusion of the argument; the second is that conclusion.
Answer: E

Explanation: It is clear that the second bold part is the conclusion. "Some of the fragments were large and they penetrated". This is the reason behind posting this whole argument. So on this basis; we can disregard choices A and B. Now, first part is serving as a premise for this conclusion. These fragments did not have sulfur therefore even though these fragments are present in outer cloud, they cannot provide sulfur. However, sulfur is present in outer part.
So this sentence is a premise that "Fragments did not have sulfur". And this sentence is supporting the conclusion that sulfur came from inner cloud. So B and C can be disregarded. 
So E should be the answer. E says that first part is supporting conclusion (Correct) and second part is the conclusion (Correct).
190. Two computer companies, Garnet and Renco, each pay Salcor to provide health insurance for their employees. Because early treatment of high cholesterol can prevent strokes that would otherwise occur several years later, Salcor encourages Garnet employees to have their cholesterol levels tested and to obtain early treatment for high cholesterol. Renco employees generally remain with Renco only for a few years, however. Therefore, Salcor lacks any financial incentive to provide similar encouragement to Renco employees.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?
A. Early treatment of high cholesterol does not eliminate the possibility of a stroke later in life.
B. People often obtain early treatment for high cholesterol on their own.
C. Garnet hires a significant number of former employees of Renco.
D. Renco and Garnet have approximately the same number of employees.
E. Renco employees are not, on average, significantly younger than Garnet employees.

Answer: C

Explanation: The conclusion is that Salcor lacks any financial incentive to provide similar encouragement to Renco employees. You should keep the scope of financial incentive in mind. 

Option C is the correct answer choice deals with this problem. 
If Garnet hires a significant number of former employees of Renco, then Salcor will have a financial incentive because Garnet employees from Renco will be less likely to suffer strokes.
191. Kernland imposes a high tariff on the export of unprocessed cashew nuts in order to ensure that the nuts are sold to domestic processing plants. If the tariff was lifted and unprocessed cashews were sold at world market prices, more farmers could profit by growing cashews. However, since all the processing plants are in urban areas, removing the tariff would seriously hamper the government's effort to reduce urban unemployment over the next five years. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 
A) Some of the byproducts of processing cashews are used for manufacturing paints and plastics. 
B) Other countries in which cashews are processed subsidize their processing plants. 
C) More people in Kernland are engaged in farming cashews than in processing them. 
D) Buying unprocessed cashews at lower than world market prices enables cashew processors in Kernland to sell processed nuts at competitive prices 
E) A lack of profitable crops is driving an increasing number of small farmers in Kernland off their land and into the cities.
Answer: E

Explanation: 
A reduced diagram: 
K: (up) tariff cashew exports ---> sold to domestic plants 
If no tariff ----> more farmers get $ 
BUT plants in cities, so no tariff ----> hurt gov effort to (down) unemployment 
(AKA we need the plants to stay open) 

Notice that we must weaken the conclusion, which is the cause and effect relationship in bold above. At this point, notice that the conclusion is immediately following the word "BUT." So, strengthen the preceding idea, and as a result you can weaken the C. 
E is right because it shows us that without good crops to grow for profit, poor farmers will move to the city. Well, the tariff, if removed, would allow those poor farmers to make money growing cashews. As a result, they wouldn't need to move to the city to find work. Hence, the unemployment rates in the city would not go up because of these new workers. Everything in this argument is tied together. It is essential that you see important words like "however" and the relationships that these words create among various parts of the argument.
192. Comcorp Shipping Clerk: Last week, no shipments of building supplies were sent out on friday. The five specially ordered shipments sent out last week were sent out on Thursday, and each of those specially ordered shipments consisted entirely of building supplies. Four shipments were sent to Truax Construction last week, none of which consisted of building supplies. 

If the shipping clerk's statements are true, which of the following must also be true? 
a. All of Comcorp's shipments of building supplies last week were specially ordered. 
b. None of Comcorp's shipments sent on friday of last week was sent to Truax Construction. 
c. None of the shipments sent by Comcorp by Truax Construction last week was specially ordered. 
d. None of Comcorp's shipments sent on thursday of last week was sent to Truax Construction. 
e. All of Comcorp's shipments of building supplies last week were sent out on thursday.
Answer: C

Explanation: 
C.  The five specially ordered shipments sent out last week were sent out on Thursday, and each of those specially ordered shipments consisted entirely of building supplies.
[Special Order -> building supplies]
AND
"Four shipments were sent to Truax Construction last week, none of which consisted of building supplies."
[Shipments to Truax -> NOT building Supplies]

The above two statements tells us that Truax Construction did not get any building supplies last week, and all the special order were of building supplies.
Hence we can conclude that Shipments sent by Comcorp to Truax Corp were NOT specially ordered.

[Special Order -> building supplies] == [NOT building supplies -> NOT special order]
therefore
[shipments to Truax -> NOT building Supplies] -> NOT Special order
193. In a certain wildlife park, park rangers are able to track the movements of many rhinoceroses because those animals wear radio collars. When, as often happens, a collar slips off, it is put back on. Putting a collar on a rhinoceros involves immobilizing the animal by shooting it with a tranquilizer dart. Female rhinoceroses that have been frequently recollared have significant lower fertility rate than uncollared females. Probably, therefore, some substances in the tranquilizer inhibit fertility. 

In evaluating the argument, it would be most useful to determine which of the following? 
a. Whether there are more collared female rhinoceroses than uncollared female rhinoceroses in the park. 
b. How the tranquilizer that is used for immobilizing rhinoceroses differs, if at all, from tranquilizers used in working with other large mammals. 
c. How often park rangers need to use tranquilizer dart to immobilize rhinoceroses for reasons other than attaching radio collars. 
d. Whether male rhinoceroses in the wild park lose their collar any more often than the park's female rhinoceroses do 
e. Whether radio collar is the only practical means that park rangers have for tracking the movements of rhinoceroses in the park.
Answer: C

Explanation: the best way to "justify" the answer here is to eliminate the other answers. This is more straightforward than on many other problems, because ALL of the wrong answers are VERY much outside the argument's scope. 
(a) Irrelevant, as the numbers of collared vs. uncollared rhinos are irrelevant to fertility rates (presumably measured in babies per rhino, or # of copulations required per pregnancy, or some other figure that doesn't have anything to do with the total population size). 
(b) Irrelevant; the argument deals only with rhinos. 
(d) Irrelevant; the argument deals only with FEMALE rhinos. 
(e) Irrelevant; the purpose of the collar doesn't affect the fertility issue. Moreover, other means of tracking the rhinos lie outside the scope of the argument. 
-- 
That leaves (c). 
The reason (c) matters is because the study purports to cover the differences between rhinos that have been hit with tranquilizer darts (let's call them "tranks") and those that haven't. However, the study DOESN'T directly split the rhinos into "trank" and "non-trank" groups; it splits them into "frequently recollared" and "not frequently recollared" groups. 
The argument therefore depends on the assumption that "frequently recollared" is an adequate proxy for "been hit by tranks" and that "not frequently recollared" is an adequate proxy for "not been hit by tranks". 
Choice (c) is very much relevant to this assumption, because that association falls apart if the rhinos are getting tranked for lots of other reasons in addition to the collar issue. 
194. Smithtown University's fund-raisers succeeded in getting donations from 80 percent of the potential donors they contacted. This success rate, exceptionally high for university fund-raisers, does not indicate that they were doing a good job. On the contrary, since the people most likely to donate are those who have donated in the past, good fundraisers 
constantly try less-likely prospects in an effort to expand the donor base. The high success rate shows insufficient canvassing effort. 

Which of the following, if true, provides more support for the argument? 
A. Smithtown University's fund-raisers were successful in their contacts with potential donors who had never given before about as frequently as were fundraisers for other universities in their contacts with such people. 
B. This year the average size of the donations to Smithtown University from new donors when the university's fund-raisers had contacted was larger than the average size of donations from donors who had given to the university before. 
C. This year most of the donations that came to Smithtown University from people who had previously donated to it were made without the university's fund-raisers having made any contact with the donors. 
D. The majority of the donations that fund-raisers succeeded in getting for 
Smithtown University this year were from donors who had never given to the university before. 
E. More than half of the money raised by Smithtown University's fund-raisers came from donors who had never previously donated to the university.
Answer: A
Explanation: 
Conclusion: fund raiser contacted 100 donor and 80 gave donations still the effort was not good.
Fact:
1) ppl who have donated in past are more likely to donate currently.
2)Good fund raiser constantly tried to expand the donor base.

How conclusion is linked to Facts?
Fund raiser tried to contact the previous donor instead of contacting new donors, so it needs less effort...something in this category.
A) Hmm, the language is quite tricky here, but as per my understanding its saying:
Fund raiser had contacts with 2 type of donators: 1) donors who had NEVER give FREQUENT DONATIONS 2) Donors who had given frequent Donations.
They were successful with first type of donors. It talks about effort of fund raisers and also give us the possibility that they get donation from less frequent donors
not from new donors. So the effort was not sufficient. Although very vague but i think this is closed to answer.
B) again weakening the argument
C) Saying that maximum donation come out from donor without contacting, so it doesn't say anything about fund raiser effort.
D) Weakening
E) Weakening

195. In general, jobs are harder to get in times of economic recession because many businesses cut back operations. However, any future recessions in Vargonia will probably not reduce the availability of teaching jobs at government-funded schools. This is because Vargonia has just introduced a legal requirement that education in government-funded schools be available, free of charge, to all Vargonian children regardless of the state of the economy, and that current student-teacher ratios not be exceeded. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 
A. The current student-teacher ratio at Vargonia's government-funded schools is higher than it was during the most recent period of economic recession. 
B. During recent periods when the Vargonian economy has been strong, almost 25 percent of Vargonian children have attended privately funded schools, many of which charge substantial fees. 
C. Nearly 20 percent more teachers are currently employed in Vargonia's government-funded schools than had been employed in those schools in the period before the last economic recession. 
D. Teachers in Vargonia's government-funded schools are well paid relative to teachers in most privately funded schools in Vargonia, many of which rely heavily on part-time teachers. 
E. During the last economic recession in Vargonia, the government permanently closed a number of the schools that it had funded
Answer: B
Explanation: 
Conclusion: Any further recession will not reduce AVAILABILITY of TEACHING JOB.
Why?
Because of legal requirement: free school to ALL V CHILDREN (gov funded) + S-T ration will not exceed.
So, How the Availability of Teaching job is related to Facts given.
By S-T ratio, the availability of teaching job can be reduced only if no of student reduced.

Option A): Always remember. GMAT always tries to confuse you by giving different time period data. If in the main passage we are not talking about different time period then, why do we need now? A is irrelevant.
Option B): 25% children have attended private school recently, so this give us a probability that these children may attend gov-funded school, so instead of decrease, they will help to increase the number of student. So it strengthens the argument.
Option C): Saying what is number of teachers now as compare to previous recession. (are we talking about two economic recession or something like that) ??
Option D): This gives us why a teacher should join Gov funded school.
Option E): Again last economic recession, this is Irrelevant.
If you see, only Option B and D are talking in same time period as of main passage. D is talking in some other direction. So clearly B is answer here.

196. In response to mounting public concern, an airplane manufacturer implemented a program with the well-publicized goal of reducing by half the total yearly amount of hazardous waste generated by its passenger-jet division. When the program began in 1994, the division's hazardous waste output was 90 pounds per production worker; last year it was 40 pounds per production worker. Clearly, therefore, charges that the manufacturer's program has not met its goal are false. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
A. The amount of nonhazardous waste generated each year by the passenger-jet division has not increased significantly since 1994. 
B. At least as many passenger jets were produced by the division last year as had been produced in 1994. 
C. Since 1994, other divisions in the company have achieved reductions in hazardous waste output that are at least equal to that achieved in the passenger-jet division. 
D. The average number of weekly hours per production worker in the passenger-jet division was not significantly greater last year than it was in 1994. 
E. The number of production workers assigned to the passenger-jet division was not significantly less in 1994 than it was last year.
Answer: E
Explanation: 
the production company's GOAL was to lower the TOTAL AMOUNT of hazardous waste produced.
The EVIDENCE is stated in terms of the amount PER WORKER, not the total amount.
This is everything.
Therefore, if we can find an answer choice that CONNECTS these two concepts (the total amount of hazardous waste and the amount of hazardous waste per worker), then that's the correct answer.
This is precisely what answer choice (e) does.
--
answer choice (b) is irrelevant, as we have no information about how much waste is produced PER JET - not now, not then, never.

197. Electronic computer chips made of tiny silicon wafers now regularly contain millions of electronic switches. Unfortunately, electronic switches that are this small cannot withstand intense radiation. Micro-Mechanics plans to produce a chip that, because it uses only microscopic mechanical switches, will be invulnerable to radiation damage. The switches will, however, be slower than electronic switches and the chip will contain only 12,000 switches. 

For there to be a market for Micro-Mechanics’ chip as a result of the apparent advantage described above, each of the following would have to be true EXCEPT: 
A. There will be applications in which the speed attainable by an electronic switch is not essential. 
B. Switches used on electronic chips that contain only 12,000 switches are more vulnerable to radiation damage than the switches on Micro-Mechanics’ chip will be. 
C. There will be applications for computer chips in environments where the chips may have to survive intense radiation. 
D. Some devices in which computer chips will be used will have other components that will be able to function during or after exposure to radiation. 
E. Manufacturers are able to protect electronic computer chips against exposure to intense radiation, where this protection is necessary.
Answer: E

Explanation: 
usually, when you have an "except" problem like this one, you'll have 4 answers that work, and 1 that is irrelevant (usually for some subtle reason).
Here, though, you have 4 answers that work, and 1 that accomplishes exactly the opposite of what you're supposed to accomplish.
--
you're looking for the one choice that is NOT IN FAVOR OF THE NEW CHIPS. This would be (e).
If (e) is true, then the primary DISADVANTAGE of the OTHER chips - the ones that are faster and have more switches - is REMOVED. This is extremely detrimental to the new chips.
198. Editor: Articles in Gardening Magazine often spur sales of the plants they describe, particularly among people new to gardening. Accordingly, we will no longer publish articles or accept advertisements praising the beauty of rare wildflowers. Most such plants sold to gardeners have been difficult to propagate under cultivation, so plant sellers often collect them in the wild. Our new policy is part of our efforts to half this yearly plundering of our native plant populations.

Which of the following, if true, casts the most doubt on the wisdom of the magazine's new policy as a way of pursuing the intended effect?
(A) When people new to gardening buy plants, they often fail to take adequate care of the plants that they buy and become discouraged from buying those varieties again.
(B) Plant sellers who sell rare wildflowers have no reasonably inexpensive alternate way to offer their wares directly to new gardens.
(C) The demand for rare wildflowers rarely exceeds the number of such plants that can be collected in the wild by plant sellers. 
(D) The propagation of rare wildflowers often depends on the plant's interaction with other organisms in their environment such as plants that create suitable soil conditions or insects and birds that disperse seeds.
(E) Revenues from sales of plants collected in the wild are supporting the discovery of new low-cost techniques enabling rare wildflowers to be readily propagated in nurseries.
Answer: E

Explanation: 
Argument is:
magazine Wont publish article on wildflower -----> This act will save wildflowers

What if publishing articles on wildflowers helps in saving them ? If this is true, argument is weakened. (As intended effect can be achieved without the stated action). This is exactly what E is saying.
199. The cotton farms of Country Q became so productive that the market could not absorb all that they produced. Consequently, cotton prices fell. The government tried to boost cotton prices by offering farmers who took 25 percent of their cotton acreage out of production direct support payments up to a specified maximum per farm. 

The government's program, if successful, will not be a net burden on the budget. Which of the following, if true, is the best basis for an explanation of how this could be so? 
(A) Depressed cotton prices meant operating losses for cotton farms, and the government lost revenue from taxes on farm profits. 
(B) Cotton production in several counties other than Q declined slightly the year that the support-payment program went into effect in Q. 
(C) The first year that the support-payment program was in effect, cotton acreage in Q was 5% below its level in the base year for the program. 
(D) The specified maximum per farm meant that for very large cotton farms the support payments were less per acre for those acres that were withdrawn from production than they were for smaller farms. 
(E) Farmers who wished to qualify for support payments could not use the cotton acreage that was withdrawn from production to grow any other crop.
Answer: A

Explanation: 
Paraphrasing:
Gov will fund the farmers who will produce only on 75% of their land to boost the cotton prices.
Fact:
1) cotton production is very high so cotton prices falling.

We have to balance this:
Budget - fund == Budget + ??

Either we can prove fund --> 0 
or some other factor might be added to budget, so that it will not be a burden on govt.
A is much stronger explanation than D.

If program is not to be a net burden on the budget, Govt might be getting something which nullifies the effect of direct support payment. 
A explains this by stating that tax offsets the money given towards direct support payment.
200. In the year following an eight-cent increase in the federal tax on a pack of cigarettes, sales of cigarettes fell ten percent. In contrast, in the year prior to the tax increase, sales had fallen one percent. The volume of cigarette sales is therefore strongly related to the after-tax price of a pack of cigarettes. 

Which of the following, if true, could most strengthen the argument above?
(A) During the second year after the tax increase, cigarette sales increased by a significant amount.
(B) The information available to consumers on the health risks of smoking remained largely unchanged in the period before and after the tax increase.
(C) Most consumers were unaware that the tax on cigarettes was going to increase.
(D) During the year following the cigarette tax increase, many consumers had less income, in inflation-adjusted dollars, than they had had in the previous year.
(E) During the year after the tax increase, there was a greater variety of cigarettes on the markey than there had been during the previous year.
Answer: B

Explanation: 

This is an absolutely classic type of problem: it CONFLATES CORRELATION WITH CAUSATION.
it takes a statistical correlation between cigarette tax and cigarette consumption, and postulates that one has a CAUSAL effect on the other. (here, the tax is taken to lead to decreased consumption.)

Anything disrupting the CAUSAL relationship between cigarette tax and cigarette consumption --> i.e., any ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATION FOR WHY THE TWO ARE CORRELATED --> will ruin the argument.
Therefore, you can STRENGTHEN the argument by DISPENSING with such explanations.

This is what choice (b) does. One possible alternative explanation is that consumers may have become more educated about the dangers of cigarettes, leading them to smoke fewer cigarettes regardless of the tax. This choice eliminates that possibility.

In general, STATEMENTS OF CAUSE AND EFFECT are stronger if OTHER VARIABLES ARE "CONTROLLED" -- i.e., if NO other variables, apart from the variables under control, are allowed to change.
Choice (b) keeps one such variable (the amount of information available to consumers) controlled.

In the case of choice (e), it's just as plausible that the increased variety of cigarettes caused the decrease in sales, for a variety of reasons (perhaps consumers were confused or turned off). This is just as plausible as your scenario.
The only way to phrase choice (e) so that it strengthens the argument would be to say that there is the same degree of variety before and after the tax increase. i.e., experimental control.
201. No nation in the world has experienced as significant a decline in its Yucaipa tree population as our nation. Yet only our nation imposes a law prohibiting the use of Yucaipa tree-bark oil in cosmetics. The purpose of this law in the first place was to help maintain the Yucaipa tree population, at least in this nation. But the law is clearly unnecessary and therefore should be repealed. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the conclusion drawn in the passage? 
a. This nation contains more Yucaipa trees than any other nation. 
b. Yucaipa tree-bark oil is not used for any consumer goods other than cosmetics. 
c. The demand for cosmetics containing Yucaipa tree-bark oil is expected to decline in the future in other nations while continuing unabated in this nation. 
d. In other countries, labor used to harvest Yucaipa trees for cosmetics is less expensive than comparable labor in this nation. 
e. In this nation, some wild animals eat Yucaipa tree bark, thereby contributing to their destruction.
Answer: C

Explanation: 
We are told that the demand for this product will continue UNABATED - meaning that there is a demand. 

The argument is relatively weak to begin with. We are told that the law is unnecessary, based only on the evidence that 1) the law is meant to help protect the trees, and 2) the trees are still being lost. The arguer assumes that this means that the law has no effect. It's possible, though, that the trees would be lost even MORE if not for the law. We merely need to show that the law does have some effect. C does this by showing that there is a demand for the trees - thus, the law that prevents this type of use ought to help protect them - thus weakening the argument.

-----

To repeal a law is to get rid of it - to cancel it from the books.
The ARGUMENT is that the law should be done away with.

To WEAKEN this argument, you should show that the law serves a useful purpose.

You are arguing here that "the law doesn't do much". If that's the case, then you are doing precisely the opposite of what you must do to weaken the argument.
Make sure you keep these sorts of things straight! It can be difficult at times; you may want to jot down notes while you're doing the problem.
202. Hunter: Hunters alone are blamed for the decline in Greenrock National Forest's deer population over the past ten years. Yet clearly, black bears have also played an important role in this decline. In the past ten years, the forest's protected black bear population has risen sharply, and examination of black bears found dead in the forest during the deer hunting season showed that a number of them had recently fed on deer.

In the hunter's argument, the boldface portion plays which of the following roles?
A. It is the main conclusion of the argument.
B. It is an objection that has been raised against the main conclusion of the argument.
C. It is a judgment that the argument opposes.
D. It is a finding that the argument seeks to explain
E. It is a biased observation of the hunter

Answer: 

Explanation: 

1) Yet clearly, black bears have also played an important role in this decline
or 
2) Both hunters and black bears caused the decline of the deer population

If the above is true then A could be correct because of (1) above. 
B is not possible because boldface can only either be THE CONCLISION in the case of (1) above, or in support of the conclusion in the case of (2) above. 
C is wrong for the same reason 
D is wrong because the boldface is a claim and not a finding. Rather, the evidence provided, "In the past ten years, the forest's protected black bear population has risen sharply, and examination of black bears found dead in the forest during the deer hunting season showed that a number of them had recently fed on deer," could be the finding to support the claim in boldface. 
E is wrong because it is a claim and not an observation
----

Yet, However, But ...can all introduce conclusions.
Although, Despite, Because.... all introduce premises.
203. Most employees in the computer industry move from company to company, changing jobs several times in their careers. However, Summit Computers is known throughout the industry for retaining its employees. Summit credits its success in retaining employees to its informal, nonhierarchical work environment.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports Summit’s explanation of its success in retaining employees?
(A) Some people employed in the computer industry change jobs if they become bored with their current projects.
(B) A hierarchical work environment hinders the cooperative exchange of ideas that computer industry employees consider necessary for their work.
(C) Many of Summit’s senior employees had previously worked at only one other computer company.
(D) In a nonhierarchical work environment, people avoid behavior that might threaten group harmony and thus avoid discussing with their colleagues any dissatisfaction they might have with their jobs.
(E) The cost of living near Summit is relatively low compared to areas in which some other computer companies are located
Answer: A

Explanation: this passage is arguing that a non-hierarchical environment is better than a hierarchical one.
You can strengthen such a claim in either of 2 ways:
* show something better about the NON-hierarchical environment, OR
* show something worse about the hierarchical environment.
The official answer does the latter of these.
204. Paleontologist: About 2.8 million years ago, many species that lived near the ocean floor suffered substantial population declines. These declines coincided with the onset of an ice age. The notion that cold killed those bottom-dwelling creatures outright is misguided, however; temperatures near the ocean floor would have changed very little. Nevertheless, the cold probably did cause the population declines, though indirectly. Many bottom-dwellers depended for food on plankton, small organisms that lived close to the surface and sank to the bottom when they died. Most probably, the plankton suffered a severe population decline as a result of sharply lower temperatures at the surface, depriving many bottom dwellers of food.

In the paleontologist's reasoning, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?
A. The first introduces the hypothesis proposed by the paleontologist; the second is a judgment offered in spelling out that hypothesis.
B. The first introduces the hypothesis proposed by the paleontologist; the second is a position that the paleontologist opposes.
C. The first is an explanation challenged by the paleontologist; the second is an explanation proposed by the paleontologist
D. The first is a judgment advanced in support of a conclusion reached by the paleontologist; the second is that conclusion
E. The first is a generalization put forward by the paleontologist; the second presents certain exceptional cases in which that generalization does not hold good
Answer: A

Explanation: 

In MOST "boldface" questions, you will be able to answer the question by doing the following:
* identify the conclusion of the argument (using a diagram if necessary)
* then, for each boldface, tell whether it:
- IS the conclusion
- SUPPORTS the conclusion
- OPPOSES the conclusion

in this problem, that's all you have to do.
If you understand the argument at hand, you'll be able to identify that its conclusion is "...the cold probably did cause the population declines, though indirectly."
Therefore, the first bold IS the conclusion.

The second is definitely on the side of the conclusion (i.e., SUPPORTS the conclusion), since it provides a reason why the first may be true.
The only answer choice that correctly identifies the first as the conclusion and the second as supporting the conclusion is (a).
205. In Berinia, the age at which people could begin to drink alcohol legally used to be 18. In 1990, in an attempt to reduce alcohol consumption and thereby to reduce alcohol related traffic deaths among Berinians under 21, the legal drinking age was raised to 21. Alcohol-related traffic deaths among people under 21 have decreased significantly since 1990. Nevertheless, surveys show that people in that age-group drink just as much alcohol as they did before 1990.

Which of the following, if true of Berinia, most helps to resolve the apparent discrepancy?
A. For the population as a whole, annual alcohol consumption is no lower now than it was in 1990.
B. Alcohol consumption away from home, for example in bars and restaurants, is much lower among people under 21 than it was in 1990.
C. The proportion of people under 21 who own a car is higher now than it was in 1990.
D. Alcohol consumption is lower among people under 21 than among adults in most other age-groups.
E. Alcohol-related traffic deaths among people over 21 have increased slightly since 1990.
Answer: B
Explanation: 
Takeaway:-
whenever a problem statement references some vague term, such as "the goal", "the discrepancy", "the paradox", "the conclusion", etc., you must specify EXACTLY what this is, IN AS MUCH DETAIL AS YOU CAN.
If you do this, then it should be much easier to answer the question.
--
in this case, there's a "discrepancy", which means that there are two statements that appear contradictory, but which actually aren't contradictory.
The main challenge of the problem is to locate those two statements and to pick a statement that best explains how they can both be true at the same time.
The two seemingly contradictory statements are:-
(1) people under 21 drink just as much as they used to.
(2) These same people aren't getting into alcohol-related traffic deaths as often as they used to.
Choice (b) explains how these can both be true: they're still drinking just as much ... but not to places that are away from home. Therefore, not as much need to drive.
---

Fact 1: the age at which people could begin to drink alcohol legally used to be 18

fact 2: In 1990, in an attempt to reduce alcohol consumption and thereby to reduce alcohol related traffic deaths among Berinians under 21, the legal drinking age was raised to 21
the author here assumes that less alcohol reduces traffic accidents 

fact 3: Alcohol-related traffic deaths among people under 21 have decreased significantly since 1990. 
This is what was expected.

fact4: Nevertheless, surveys show that people in that age-group drink just as much alcohol as they did before 1990.

Here comes the contradiction. People under 21 drink more now but Alcohol-related traffic deaths among people under 21 have decreased.
A. We are interested in people under 21 rather than all people. Eliminate.
C. This answer choice says that there are more drivers under 21 and fact4 says that people under 21 drink now the same, so this cannot explain why now the number of deaths has decreased. Eliminate.
D. Again this comparison is out of scope. It doesn't help to solve the paradox
E. the group of people is out of scope. Remember that our group is under 21
206. TrueSave is a mail-order company that ships electronic products from its warehouses to customers worldwide. The company’s shipping manager is proposing that customer orders be packed with newer, more expensive packing materials that virtually eliminate damage during shipping. The manager argues that overall costs would essentially remain unaffected, since the extra cost of the new packing materials roughly equals the current cost of replacing products returned by customers because they arrived in damaged condition.

Which of the following would it be most important to ascertain in determining whether implementing the shipping manager’s proposal would have the argued-for effect on costs?
A. Whether the products shipped by TrueSave are more vulnerable to incurring damage during shipping than are typical electronic products
B. Whether electronic products are damaged more frequently in transit than are most other products shipped by mail-order companies
C. Whether a sizable proportion of returned items are returned because of damage already present when those items were packed for shipping
D. Whether there are cases in which customers blame themselves for product damage that, though present on arrival of the product, is not discovered until later
E. Whether TrueSave continually monitors the performance of the shipping companies it uses to ship products to its customers
Answer: C

Explanation: 

Takeaway:-
if a problem asks "which of the following would be important to know / ascertain / etc.", then this is usually equivalent to "find the assumption".

This is the case because the "things that we have to ascertain" usually have to do with whether the situation will satisfy our assumptions.

This is no different:
the manager states that the added cost of the new fancy packing materials will make up for no more damage claims.
The assumption is that IF we use the advanced packaging, then there WILL BE no more damage claims.
C is correct. 
We have to evaluate whether the proposal of the manager would be beneficial. 
His proposal is based on the assumption that many products got damaged during the transit and therefore using the better quality packing material we can avoid that damage. 
We basically need to evaluate this assumption. Now C questions that assumption in a fancier way. If a sizable proportion of returned items were damaged not during transit but before packing itself, then new better quality packing cannot do anything to avoid this damage, hence manager's assumption fall apart.
207. Which of the following most logically completes the passage?
On the whole, scientist do their most creative work before age of forty, a tendency that has been taken to show that ages carries with it a loss of creative capacity. An alternate explanation is that by age forty most scientist have worked in their field for fifteen or more years and that by then they have exhausted the opportunity for creative work in that field. Supporting this explanation is the finding that______.

A) the average age of recipients of scientific research grants is significantly greater than forty
B) a disproportionately large number of the scientist who produce highly creative work beyond age forty entered their field at an older age than is common
C) many scientist temper their own expectations of what they can achieve in their research work by their belief that their creativity will decline as they age
D) a scientist who are older than forty tend to find more satisfaction in other activities, such as teaching and mentoring, than they do in pursuing their own research
E) there is a similar diminution of creativity with age in nonscientific fields, such as poetry and musical composition
Answer: B

Explanation: 

Conclusion: Scientists' Creativity decreases with Time.
In order to support this conclusion Author says “Most scientist by the age of forty have 15 years of experience that exhaust the opportunity of creative work in the field".

We have to find something that supports Author Saying.
a) Irrelevant.
b) Scientist who produce creative work after the age of forty, entered in the field lately. --> Means by the age of forty, they have not finished the 15 year of experience, so they still find opportunities. This is supporting Author.
c) Says scientists do their work with a belief that their creativity will decrease with age. But this has nothing to do with Author saying.
d) Scientist after the age of 40, find more satisfaction in other activities than research; again if they are not satisfied, this doesn't mean there is no opportunity for creative work.
5) Irrelevant, Talking about the other fields.
208. The prairie vole, a small North American grassland rodent, breeds year-round, and a group of voles living together consists primarily of an extended family, often including two or more litters. Voles commonly live in large groups from late autumn through winter; from spring through early autumn, however, most voles live in far smaller groups. The seasonal variation in group size can probably be explained by a seasonal variation in mortality among young voles.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest support for the explanation offered?
A. it is in the spring and early summer that prairie vole communities generally contain the highest proportion of young voles.
B. prairie vole populations vary dramatically in size from year to year
C. the prairie vole subsists primarily on broad-leaved plants that are abundant only in spring.
D. winters in the prairie voles' habitat are often harsh, with temperatures that drop well below freezing.
E. snakes, a major predator of young prairie voles, are active only from spring through early autumn.
Answer: E

Explanation:

(a) is the worst answer choice, because it weakens the argument.

The conclusion says:
The seasonal variation in group size can probably be explained by a seasonal variation in mortality among young voles.
This is crazy-talk for
"the groups are smaller in spring and summer because lots of young voles die, for some reason, in the spring and summer."

If (a) is true, though, then there is a higher % of young voles during the spring and summer, a statistic that's in direct contradiction to the thesis of the passage. Not good.
--
(e) strengthens the correlation by not only providing a reason for the differential in sizes of vole families, but also showing specifically that it's the young voles that are killed (as required by the conclusion).
209. The growing popularity of computer-based activities was widely expected to result in a decline in television viewing, since it had been assumed that people lack sufficient free time to maintain current television-viewing levels while spending increasing amounts of free time on the computer. That assumption, however, is evidently false: in a recent mail survey concerning media use, a very large majority of respondents who report increasing time spent per week using computers report no charge in time spent watching television.

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in order to evaluate the argument?
A. Whether a large majority of the survey respondents reported watching television regularly
B. Whether the amount of time spent watching television is declining among people who report that they rarely or never use computers
C. Whether the type of television programs a person watches tends to change as the amount of time spent per week using computers increases
D. Whether a large majority of the computer owners in the survey reported spending increasing amounts of time per week using computers
E. Whether the survey respondents’ reports of time spent using computers included time spent using computers at work
Answer: E

Explanation: first, let's make sure that we evaluate the question prompt correctly; it talks about "evaluating the argument".
Usually, "evaluate" means "strengthen / weaken". We can't tell which, but the two are opposite sides of the same coin. (i.e., if X would strengthen, then not-X will usually weaken, and vice versa).

One reliable way to strengthen / weaken an argument is to bolster or sever the CONNECTIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT SPECIFICS.

in this case, there are two specifics that are treated as if they were the same, even though they're totally different:
* FREE time spent on the computer (mentioned in the hypothesis of the study)
and
* TOTAL time spent on the computer (reported in the results)
note that you have to be pretty astute, and paying pretty close attention, to figure this out, since the passage doesn't actually use the word "total".

Choice (e) correctly points to the issue of this connection (or lack thereof). If the answer to this question is "yes, the time includes computer time at work", then the connection is severed, and the study's conclusion doesn't mean anything. If the answer is the opposite, then the study has indeed found a surprising result.
210. Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 
A new machine for harvesting corn will allow rows to be planted only fifteen inches apart, instead of the usual thirty inches. Corn planted this closely will produce lower yields per plant. Nevertheless, the new machine will allow corn growers to double their profits per acre because __________. 

(A) with the closer spacing of the rows, the growing corn plants will quickly form a dense canopy of leaves, which will, by shading the ground, minimize the need for costly weed control and irrigation 
(B) with the closer spacing of the rows, corn plants will be forced to grow taller because of increased competition for sunlight from neighboring corn plants 
(C) with the larger number of plants growing per acre, more fertilizer will be required 
(D) with the spacing between rows cut by half, the number of plants grown per acre will almost double 
(E) with the closer spacing of the rows, the acreage on which corn is planted will be utilized much more intensively than it was before, requiring more frequent fallow years in which corn fields are left unplanted
Answer: A

Explanation:

D is wrong because it does not take the argument into account and the formula Sales – Costs = Profit…
The argument is “the new machine will allow corn growers to double their profits per acre”.

In general, arguments that discuss profits need to be addressed with the formula of Sales – Costs = Profits. Answer choice A attacks the “cost” part of the formula. If the farmer lowers the costs, profits will rise!
All answer choice D really says is that the number of plants will double. You cannot assume that sales will double with costs only rising marginally to create double the amount of profits. This might not be the best advice but you can assume D from the statement – if the spacing is cut in half, the number of plants must double.

Also, note that choice (d) contains something that is actually self-evident from the information that's already in the passage.
In other words, if you cut the spacing between rows by 1/2, then by definition you're going to be able to plant about twice as many plants. Therefore, (d) is simply a repetition of what's already in the argument, and adds virtually nothing.
211. In parts of the Caribbean, the manatee, an endangered marine mammal, has long been hunted for its meat. Having noted the manatee hunters’ expert knowledge of manatees’ habits, local conservationists are encouraging the hunters to stop hunting and instead to take tourists on boat rides to see manatees. Tourist interest is high, so the plan has promise of achieving the twin goals of giving the former hunters a good income and helping ensure the manatees’ survival.

Which of the following, if true, raises the most serious doubt about the plan’s chance of success?
A. Many tourists who visit these parts of the Caribbean are uninterested in manatees and would not be willing to pay what the former manatee hunters would have to charge for boat rides to see manatees.
B. Recovery of the species would enable some hunting to continue without putting the manatees’ survival in jeopardy again.
C. In areas where manatees have traditionally been hunted for food, local people could easily replace the manatee meat in their diets with other foods obtained from the sea.
D. There would not be enough former manatee hunters to act as guides for all the tourists who want to see manatees.
E. To maintain their current income, manatee hunters who switched to guiding tourists would have to use far larger boats and make many more trips into the manatees’ fragile habitat than they currently do.

Answer: E

Explanation:

The CONCLUSION is
"the plan has promise of achieving the twin goals of giving the former hunters a good income and helping ensure the manatees’ survival"

therefore, we can WEAKEN THE CONCLUSION by showing either
* that the plan will NOT give the hunters a good income, or
* that the plan will act to ENDANGER the manatees' survival.
--
the correct answer should be (e).
If the hunters would have to "would have to use far larger boats and make many more trips into the manatees’ fragile habitat than they currently do", then the manatees' survival is being placed at increased risk. Note especially the pointed use of the adjective "fragile".

(A) is irrelevant.
It doesn't matter that MANY tourists are uninterested and/or unwilling to pay for the tours, since the passage has already guaranteed us that "tourist interest is high".
MANY just mean that we can find a bunch of tourists who aren't interested. This doesn't, at all, weaken the conclusion that tourist interest is high.
Analogy:
if I determine that, in some area, local interest in eating cheeseburgers is high, then I should probably open a burger joint (if there isn't already one open) in that area. if I find "many" people in the area that don't eat cheeseburgers, that doesn't impact my existing statement that local interest in eating the burgers is high - again, we don't need everyone to be on board.
212. The pharmaceutical industry argues that because new drugs will not be developed unless heavy development costs can be recouped in later sales, the current 20 years of protection provided by patents should be extended in the case of newly developed drugs. However, in other industries new-product development continues despite high development costs, a fact that indicates that the extension is unnecessary. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the pharmaceutical industry's argument against the challenge made above? 
(A) No industries other than the pharmaceutical industry have asked for an extension of the 20-year limit on patent protection. 
(B) Clinical trials of new drugs, which occur after the patent is granted and before the new drug can be marketed, often now take as long as 10 years to complete. 
(C) There are several industries in which the ratio of research and development costs to revenues is higher than it is in the pharmaceutical industry. 
(D) An existing patent for a drug does not legally prevent pharmaceutical companies from bringing to market alternative drugs, provided they are sufficiently dissimilar to the patented drug. 
(E) Much recent industrial innovation has occurred in products---for example, in the computer and electronics industries---for which patent protection is often very ineffective.
Answer: B

Explanation:

In (b), the only thing that we know FOR SURE is that the 20-year patent term is effectively only 10 years long, because the companies can't make any profits off their products until after the conclusion of the clinical trial period.
This fact, which means that the patent period is effectively half as long as it's supposed to be, would clearly strengthen the industry's argument for an extension of the patent period.
213. When an airplane is taken out of service for maintenance, it is often repainted as well, and during the repainting no other maintenance work can be done on the plane. In order to reduce maintenance time, airline officials are considering using a new nontoxic plastic film instead of paint. The film takes just as long to apply as paint does, but many other maintenance tasks can be carried out at the same time.

Which of the following, if true, is further evidence that using the film will help the airline officials achieve their goal?
(A) Unlike paint, the film gives a milky tone to certain colors.
(B) At the end of its useful life, the film can be removed much more quickly than paint can.
(C) The film can be applied only by technicians who have received special training.
(D) The metal exteriors of airplanes have to be protected from high temperatures and caustic chemicals such as exhaust gases.
(E) Even at speeds considerably higher than the normal speed of a passenger jet, the film remains securely attached.
Answer:

Explanation:

if we take it for granted that the processes of painting the plane and applying the film are parallel - i.e., both of them need to be removed "at the end of their useful life" - then this choice represents an additional cost savings, because, prior to applying a new coat, they'll be able to strip off the film faster than they'll be able to strip off the paint.

The other four choices clearly have NOTHING to do with time efficiency and faster maintenance. Choice (b) is the only one that's even tangentially related to that idea, so it's the winner almost by default.

Remember, the question is not "which one of these is SOLID evidence?" it's just "which one is further evidence?"
Therefore, frustratingly enough, if one choice is weak evidence, but all four of the other choices are clearly irrelevant, then the "weak evidence" choice wins.
214. Political advocacy groups have begun to use information services to disseminate information that is then accessed by the public via personal computer. Since many groups are thus able to bypass traditional news sources, whose reporting is selective, and to present their political views directly to the public, information services present a more balanced picture of the complexities of political issues than any traditional news source presents.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument above depends?
A. Information services are accessible to enough people to ensure that political advocacy groups can use these services to reach as large a percentage of the public as they could through traditional news sources.
B. People could get a thorough understanding of a particular political issue by sorting through information provided by several traditional news sources, each with differing editorial biases.
C. Information on political issues disseminated through information services does not come almost entirely from advocacy groups that share a single bias.
D. Traditional news sources seldom report the views of political advocacy groups accurately.
E. Most people who get information on political issues from newspapers and other traditional news sources can readily identify the editorial biases of those sources.
Answer: C

Explanation: For now, I'll suggest that "Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument above depends?" is stricter than "which of the following supports the conclusion?" There may be several choices that support the conclusion, at least a little bit. 

Instead, you should translate this question as "Which of the following MUST be true if you are to have any hope of reaching this conclusion?" or "Which of the following, if ELIMINATED, would kill the conclusion?"
(C) is correct because if information on political issues disseminated through information services WERE almost entirely from advocacy groups that share a single bias, then you COULD NOT claim that information services present a more balanced picture of political issues than traditional news sources.
215. One of the limiting factors in human physical performance is the amount of oxygen that is absorbed by the muscles from the bloodstream. Accordingly, entrepreneurs have begun selling at gymnasiums and health club bottles of drinking water, labeled "SuperOXY," that has extra oxygen dissolved in the water. Such water would be useless in improving physical performance, however, since the amount of oxygen in the blood who is exercising already more than the muscles can absorb. 

Which of the following, if true, would serve the same function in the argument as the statement in boldface? 
A) world-class athletes turn in record performances without such water 
B) frequent physical exercise increases the body's ability to take in and use oxygen 
C) the only way to get oxygen into the bloodstream so that it can be absorbed by the muscles is through the lungs 
D) lack of oxygen is not the only factor limiting human physical performance 
E) the water lost in exercising can be replaced with ordinary tap water
Answer: C

Explanation: 

C. The main function of the boldface is to highlight the fact that extra oxygen consumed through water would be useless in improving performance.


(A) is irrelevant. This has nothing whatsoever to do with whether the water will improve performance. 
Analogy: world-class athletes also turn in record performances without using steroids. This fact clearly doesn't prove that steroids are useless in improving athletic performances. 
(B) is irrelevant. Not only does it have nothing to do with the ways in which water is absorbed, but the "increase" is not quantified at all. 
In fact, ironically, the (very indirect) effect of (b) is to contribute to the argument. If frequent exercise can increase oxygen intake, then it's possible that frequent exercisers might reach a point at which the extra oxygen in the water would start helping them. 
You shouldn't think that much, though. This is a very, very, very distant relationship, and correct answers are always directly related to the passage at hand.
216. The recent upheaval in the office-equipment retail business, in which many small firms have gone out of business, has been attributed to the advent of office equipment “superstores” whose high sales volume keeps their prices low. This analysis is flawed, however, since even today the superstores control a very small share of the retail market. 

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the argument that the analysis is flawed? 
(A) Most of the larger customers for office equipment purchase under contract directly from manufacturers and thus do not participate in the retail market. 
(B) The superstores’ heavy advertising of their low prices has forced prices down throughout the retail market for office supplies. 
(C) Some of the superstores that only recently opened have themselves gone out of business. 
(D) Most of the office equipment superstores are owned by large retailing chains that also own stores selling other types of goods. 
(E) The growing importance of computers in most offices has changed the kind of office equipment retailers must stock.
Answer: B

Explanation:

Remember that you must stay within the scope of the argument. You should develop a keen sense for what is, and what isn't, relevant to the issue(s) at hand. 
In this problem, the argument is concerned solely with the retail market; non-retail business, such as the direct contracting mentioned in choice (a), is irrelevant to the discussion. 

Here’s the basic skeleton of the argument: 
* someone has attributed small firms' struggling in the equipment retail business to the entry of superstores into that retail market. 
* This is flawed because the superstores control a low % of the market. 

Your goal here is to weaken the argument, which, as always, is done by undermining assumptions. 
It’s actually fairly straightforward to pick up on the key assumption in the argument here, because a connection is made, without any explicit justification, between (a) the superstores' low market share in the retail business and (b) their purported inability to affect the bottom line of the other firms in the business. 
Therefore, the argument (the original argument, which the narrator says is flawed) makes the following assumption: stores with a small market share can't possibly affect the other firms in the market. 

Therefore, we need to find an answer choice that gives a way in which stores can affect the other firms in the market even if those stores have a small market share. 

Choice (b) does this: the stores' heavy advertising is independent of their small market share, so this choice gives a way in which the superstores, despite a small market share, can have a significant impact on the rest of the market. 
To reiterate, choice (a) is irrelevant, because the argument is concerned solely with the retail market, and so any consideration of the non-retail market is outside the scope of the argument.
217. Twelve years ago and again five years ago, there were extended periods when Darfir Republic's currency, the pundra, was weak: its value was unusually low relative to the world's most stable currencies. Both times a weak pundra made Darfir's manufactured products a bargain on the world markets, and Darfir's exports were up substantially. Now some politicians are saying that, in order to cause another similarly sized increase in exports, the government should allow the pundra to become weak again. 

Which of the following if true provides the government with the strongest grounds to doubt the politican's recommendation, if followed, will achieve its aim? 
a) Several of the politicians no recommending that the pundra be allowed to become weak made that same recommendation before each of the last two periods of currency weakness. 
b) After several decades of operating well below its peak capcity, darfir's manufacturing sector is now operating at near-peak levels 
c) the economy of a country experiencing a rise in exports will become healthier only if the country's currency is strong or the rise in exports is significant. 
d) those countries whose manufactured products compete with darfir's on the world market currently all have stable currencies 
e) a sharp improvement in the efficiency of darfir's manufacturing plants would make darfir's products a bargain on the world markets even without weakening of the pundra relative to other currencies.
Answer: B

Explanation: 

The reason for this choice is as even if the currency is further devalued as manufacturing sector is now operating at near-peak levels, it is not going to increase further production of goods and another similarly sized increase in exports will not be possible as supply will be limited/restricted due to the same.

notice the following: 
- (a) is irrelevant (politicians' stances / opinions don't have a direct bearing on any of the economic indicators in the argument) 
- we can't evaluate the effects of (c) until we know whether the purported rise in exports will be 'significant' (circular reasoning - we can't base advocacy for/against a policy on its uncertain results) 
- (d) irrelevant, as there's no material difference between this situation and the situation during the first two export booms: notice that, in those cases, the reference currencies were all stable as well 
- (e) irrelevant: the question asks us to undermine the politician's suggestion, not to suggest an alternative. (Analogy: if you think that eating only big macs will help you lose weight, I can't convince you otherwise by suggesting alternate diets)
For C, 

The recommendation's aim is to cause a rise in exports. 
Choice c is concerned with the effects of a rise in exports, and really has nothing to do with the cause of that rise. Therefore, we can't tell whether it will have anything to do with the original aim of the recommendation.
218. With a record number of new companies starting up in Derderia and with previously established companies adding many jobs, a record number of new jobs were created last year in the Derderian economy. This year, previously established companies will not be adding as many new jobs overall as such companies added last year. Therefore, unless a record number of companies start up this year, Derderia will not break its record for the new jobs created. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument relies? 
A. Each year, new companies starting up create more new jobs overall than do previously established companies. 
B. Companies established last year will not add a greater number of jobs overall this year than they did last year. 
C. This year, the new companies starting up will not provide substantially more jobs per company than did new companies last year. 
D. THis year, the overall number of jobs created by previously established companies will be less than the overall number of jobs lost at those companies. 
E. The number of jobs created in the Derderian economy last year was substantially larger than the number of jobs lost last year.
Answer: 

Explanation: 
when you examine questions involving quantitative arguments - which this argument definitely is, even though it doesn't contain actual numbers - you should focus especially on the quantitative parts of the argument. 
Sure enough, in this problem, the issue is to be found in the numbers: the argument asserts that a record number of new startups must be founded. however, what's actually needed is a record number of new startup jobs. Therefore, you need an assumption that solidifies the idea that, unless a record number of startups are founded, you won't get a record number of startup jobs, either. 
Choice c does exactly that.

Choice (b) deals only with companies established last year, whereas the stated premise deals with companies established at any time before this year. The companies dealt with in choice (b), then, are only a small subset of the companies dealt with in the stated premise. 
However, we don't need to make the assumption in choice (b), as its irrelevant one way or the other: the companies founded last year are merely a subset of "previously established companies". therefore, since the stated premise already gives us the overall result for ALL previously founded companies, we have no need to be concerned with the results of smaller components of that population (such as (b)).
219. Vitamin XYZ has long been a favorite among health food enthusiasts. In a recent large study, those who took large amounts of vitamin XYZ daily for two years showed on average a 40 percent lower risk of heart disease than did members of a control groups. Researchers corrected for differences in relevant health habits, such as diet. 

Which one of the following inference is most supported by the passage? 
(A) Taking large amount of vitamins is probably worth risking the side effects. 
(B) Those who take large doses of vitamin XYZ daily for the next two years will exhibit on average an increase in the likelihood of avoiding heart disease. 
(C) Li, who has taken large amounts of vitamin XYZ daily for the past two years, has a 40 percent lower risk. 
(D) Taking large amounts of vitamin XYZ daily over the course of one’s adult life should be recommended to most adults. 
(E) Health food enthusiasts are probably correct in believing that large daily doses of multiple vitamins promote good health.
Answer: B

Explanation: since this study is described as well-founded and controlled, the study's results should be able to be replicated. Therefore, whichever answer choice comes closest to simply replicating the results of the study, WITHOUT MAKING ANY ADDITIONAL ASSUMPTIONS, will be the correct answer. 

(a) Side effects aren't mentioned at all in the passage, so this requires additional assumptions. 
(b) This basically just says that the results of the study will be repeated - correct. 
(c) The 40% is the average of a large group; large-group averages cannot be imputed to individual members of the group. This requires additional assumptions (and assumptions that are dubious, at that). 
(d) There is a big difference between 2 years and the entire course of one's adult life, so this requires lots of additional assumptions. 
(e) 'Good health' is a much more general category than what's described in the passage, so this requires considerable additional assumptions.
220. Outsourcing is the practice of obtaining from an independent supplier a product or service that a company has previously provided for itself. Vernon, Inc., a small manufacturing company that has in recent years experienced a decline in its profits, plans to boost its profits by outsourcing those parts of its business that independent suppliers can provide at lower cost than Vernon can itself. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the prediction that Vernon's plan will achieve its goal? 
(A) Among the parts of its business that Vernon does not plan to outsource are some that require standards of accuracy too high for most independent suppliers to provide at lower cost than Vernon can. 
(B) Vernon itself acts as an independent supplier of specialized hardware items to certain manufacturers that formerly made those items themselves. 
(C) Relatively few manufacturers that start as independent suppliers have been able to expand their business and become direct competitors of the companies they once supplied. 
(D) Vernon plans to select the independent suppliers it will use on the basis of submitted bids. 
(E) Attending to certain tasks that Vernon performs relatively inefficiently has taken up much of the time and effort of top managers whose time would have been better spent attending to Vernon's core business.
Answer: E

Explanation:

Choice (d) is irrelevant; it merely makes a general statement about the way in which vernon will choose the companies to which it will outsource. Note that this choice says nothing about choosing "optimal" bids; for all we know, vernon will actually choose the worst bid. 
But, much more importantly, the point here is the main theme of the argument, which is the effect of outsourcing on profit. the way in which the outsourcing companies are selected doesn't really pertain to that theme at all - remember that you need an answer choice that shows that OUTSOURCING WILL BE MORE PROFITABLE THAN NOT OUTSOURCING. There is absolutely no connection between choice (d) and this idea. 

Choice (e) requires the assumption that freeing up top managers' time will somehow contribute to profits - BUT remember that you're looking for the choice that "most strongly supports" the argument. In this case, the other four answer choices are completely irrelevant to the issue, which is the effect of outsourcing on profit. Choice (e), on the other hand, unlike the other choices, really does support the idea that OUTSOURCING WILL BE MORE PROFITABLE THAN NOT OUTSOURCING. 
Therefore, even though (e) requires additional assumptions, it's still the choice that "most strongly supports" the argument - because it's the only choice that even could support the argument.
221. Industrialists from the country Distopia were accused of promoting the Distopian intervention in the Arcadian civil war merely to insure that the industrialists’ facilities in Arcadia made substantial profits during the war. Yet this cannot be the motive since, as the Distopians foresaw, Distopia’s federal expenses for the interventions were eight billion dollars, whereas, during the war, profits from the Distopian industrialists’ facilities in Arcadia totaled only four billion dollars. 

Which of the following, if true, exposes a serious flaw in the argument made in the second sentence above? 
(A) During the Arcadian war, many Distopian industrialists with facilities located in Arcadia experienced a significant rise in productivity in their facilities located in Distopia. 
(B) The largest proportion of Distopia’s federal expenses is borne by those who receive no significant industrial profits. 
(C) Most Distopian industrialists’ facilities located in Arcadia are expected to maintain the level of profits they achieved during the war. 
(D) Distopian industrialists’ facilities in Arcadia made substantial profits before the events that triggered the civil war. 
(E) Many Distopians expressed concern over the suffering that Arcadians underwent during the civil war.

Answer: B

Explanation: 

Specifically: 
* the profit of $4b went to the industrialists. 
* The cost of $8b was borne by the feds. 

The argument assumes - completely without justification - that the $8b cost to the feds will somehow cancel out the industrialists' profit. There’s no reason that this should be the case, or, for that matter, that the costs and revenues of those two entities should have anything to do with one another. 

Therefore, to expose that flaw, we need an answer choice that demonstrates that the feds' and industrialists' ledgers are independent of each other, at least to a large enough degree that the industrialists can still make a tidy profit. 
Choice (b) does this.
222. Archaeologists in Michigan have excavated a Native American camp near Dumaw Creek. Radiocarbon dating of animal bones found at the site indicates that the camp dates from sometime between 1605 and 1755. However, the camp probably dates to no later than 1630, since no European trade goods were found at the site, and European traders were active in the region from the 1620's onward. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 
(A) Due to trade among Native Americans, some European trade goods would have reached the area before the European traders themselves did. 
(B) At all camps in the region that have been reliably dated to the late 1620's, remains of European trade goods have been found. 
(C) The first European trade goods to reach the area would have been considered especially valuable and preserved as much as possible from loss or destruction. 
(D) The first European traders in the area followed soon after the first European explorers. 
(E) The site is that of a temporary camp that would have been used seasonally for a few years and then abandoned.
Answer: B

Explanation: choice A seems to buttress the argument a bit, by providing additional support for the idea that European good should be at the site. 
However per the directions, you're looking for the one answer choice that MOST strengthens the argument. 
Choice b strengthens the argument more than does choice a, because it fills in a badly needed assumption. In particular, the argument moves from a statement that no European goods were found at the site to an inference that those goods were simply never there in the first place. That’s quite an inductive leap, as not everything that was ever present somewhere leaves a trace; therefore, any choice that fills in that hole will be the best choice to strengthen the argument. 

This is precisely what choice b does: by providing evidence that such traces are, indeed, left behind when the trade goods in question have been present, it fills in the logical hole described above.
----

Remember:

Filling in a missing assumption is considered better than reinforcing statements that have already been posited when it comes to strengthening an argument.
223. Tiger Sharks are common in the waters surrounding Tenare Island. Usually tiger sharks feed on smaller sharks, but sometimes they have attached tourists swimming and surfing at Tenare's beaches. This has hurt Tenare's tourism industry, which is secondary only to its fishing industry in annual revenues. In order to help the economy, therefore, the mayor of the island has proposed an ongoing program to kill any tiger sharks within a mile of the beaches. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly calls into question the likelihood that implementation of the mayor's proposal will have the desired consequence? 
A) Even if not all the tiger sharks that come close to the beaches are killed, the existence of the program would reassure tourists. 
B) Business owners who depend on tourism are willing to pay most of the cost of implementing the program. 
C) Tourists come to Tenare Island for its beaches, even though the island features a number of other tourist attractions. 
D) The small sharks on which tiger sharks prey feed on fish that are commercially important to the island's fisheries 
E) not all tourists who come to Tenare Island enjoy swimming or surfing.
Answer: D
Explanation: 

here's the basic deal: 
* economy has 2 main pillars: TOURISM and FISHING 
* tiger sharks are hurting TOURISM 
* mayor wants to help TOURISM by killing tiger sharks 
if you want to weaken this argument, you want to show that killing the tiger sharks will have a deleterious effect on the other pillar of the economy - namely, FISHING. (Note how much more obvious this is if you diagram the passage, as I’ve roughly done above). 
Choice d is correct, because it shows that, while killing tiger sharks may be good for TOURISM, it will be bad for FISHING (which, the passage asserts, is ultimately a more important industry). 

wrong answers: 
choice a has the opposite effect: it actually strengthens the mayor's policy, by assuring that there will be a positive effect even if the program is not carried out to the fullest. 
Choice b is neutral (transferring $ from businesses neither infuses $ into the economy nor removes $ from the economy). 
Choice c strengthens the policy; because it underscores the idea that the beaches are critical to the economy (and therefore that removal of the tiger sharks is of paramount importance) 
choice e is irrelevant, because the non-beach tourists have no bearing on the issue either way.
224. Columnist: People should avoid using a certain artificial fat that has been touted as a resource for those whose medical advisers have advised them to reduce their fat intake. Although the artificial fat, which can be used in place of fat in food preparation, has none of the negative health effects of fat, it does have a serious drawback: it absorbs certain essential vitamins, thereby preventing them from being used by the body. 

In evaluating the columnist's position, it would be most useful to determine which of the following? 
(A) Whether increasing one's intake of the vitamins can compensate for the effects of the artificial fat 
(B) Whether the vitamins that the artificial fat absorbs are present in foods that contain the fat 
(C) Whether having an extremely low fat intake for an extended period can endanger the health 
(D) Whether there are any foods that cannot be prepared using the artificial fat as a substitute for other fats 
(E) Whether people are generally able to detect differences in taste between foods prepared using the artificial fat and foods that are similar except for the use of other fats
Answer: A

Explanation: 

You need to boil the columnist's position down to its essence, which is basically this: 
fat absorbs vitamins that are essential. 
Therefore, body doesn't get vitamins. 
Therefore, bad news. 

The second 'therefore' here is unassailable (it's definitely bad news if your body doesn't get vitamins), so the only thing that might sway the argument in one direction or the other is the first 'therefore'. If we could break the connection between absorption of vitamins and robbing the body of vitamins, then we could possibly destroy the argument. 

Choice A breaks the connection, because it introduces the possibility that the body might get the vitamins anyway, despite the absorption of some of those vitamins by the fat. 

B is irrelevant, as it doesn't matter where the vitamins come from (only whether they're properly absorbed) 
C is irrelevant, as the possible dangers of low-fat diets don't affect the above line of reasoning (the dangers of the artificial fat) at all 
D is irrelevant: which foods can contain the artificial fat has nothing to do with whether it will rob the body of vitamins 
E is irrelevant: taste has no bearing on the discussion at hand
225. Some airlines allegedly reduce fares on certain routes to a level at which they lose money, in order to drive competitors off those routes. However, this method of eliminating competition cannot be profitable in the long run. Once an airline successfully implements this method, any attempt to recoup the earlier losses by charging high fares on that route for an extended period would only provide competitors with a better opportunity to undercut the airline's fares. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 
A. in some countries it is not illegal for a company to drive away competitors by selling a product below cost 
B. airline execs generally believe that a company that once underpriced its fares to drive away competitors is very likely to do so again if new competitors emerge 
C. as part of promotions designed to attract new customers, airlines sometimes reduce their ticket prices to below an economically sustainable level. 
D. on deciding to stop serving particular routes, most airlines shift resources to other routes rather than reduce the size of their operations. 
E. when airlines dramatically reduce their fares on a particular route, the total number of air passengers on that route increases greatly.
Answer: B

Explanation: the argument rests on the premise that, once the leading airline raises its prices back up to 'normal' higher levels, other airlines will jump right back into the fray. 

Therefore, choice b is correct: it states that other airlines are likely to continue to stay away, even after the big mean price-cutting airline raises its prices back up. (If their executives believe that 'big air' will simply lower its prices again if they try to wedge back into the market, then they'll stay out.) 

Choice d is irrelevant, because the passage and its conclusion aren't at all affected by what the other airlines do if they decide to stop serving some particular route. All that matters is that they decide to stop serving the route; the subsequent decisions are immaterial. 
Choice e is also irrelevant, as the argument doesn't turn on what happens during the low-fare period (its most important premises concern what happens after prices are raised back)
226. The Rienzi, a passenger ship, sank as a result of a hole in its hull, possibly caused by sabotage. Normally, when a holed ship sinks as rapidly as the Rienzi did, water does not enter the ship quickly enough for the ship to be fully flooded when it reaches the ocean floor. Full flooding can be achieved, however, by sabotage. Any ship that sinks deep into the ocean when not fully flooded will implode. Deep-sea photographs, taken of the sunken Rienzi where it rests on the ocean floor, reveal that the Rienzi did not implode. 


Which one of the following must be true on the basis of the information above? 
(A) The Rienzi was so constructed as to reduce the risk of sinking by impact. 
(B) If the Rienzi became fully flooded, it did so only after it reached the ocean floor. 
(C) If the Rienzi was not sunk by sabotage, water flooded into it unusually fast. 
(D) If the Rienzi had sunk more slowly, it would have imploded. 
(E) The Rienzi was so strongly constructed as to resist imploding under deep-sea pressure.
Answer: C

Explanation: 

The second-to-last sentence reads: 
"Any ship that sinks deep into the ocean when not fully flooded will implode." 
This means that if a ship sinks deep into the ocean when not fully flooded, it is sufficient to conclude that it will implode. 
This yields the following conditional statement: 
If a ship was not fully flooded when it sank, then it will have imploded. 

The contra positive of this conditional statement is: 
If a ship did NOT fully implode, then it was NOT fully flooded when it sank deep into the ocean, 
Or
if a ship did NOT fully implode, then it WAS fully flooded when it sank deep into the ocean. 

The final sentence tells us that deep-sea photography has "revealed" that the Rienzi did not implode. Therefore, according to the conditional statement above, it is sufficient to conclude that the Rienzi was in fact fully flooded when it sank into the ocean. 
The second sentence of the passage tells us that normally these kinds of ships (i.e., ships that are sinking by water flooding in through a hole) are NOT fully flooded when they sink. But full flooding can be achieved by sabotage (third sentence). 

But because we have deduced that the Rienzi WAS in fact fully flooded, either water flooded it abnormally fast, or else it was sabotaged. (Or, in other words: either it was sabotaged or else water flooded it abnormally fast.) 
Or, in other words: If the Rienzi was not sunk by sabotage, water flooded into it unusually fast. (Choice C)
227. Testluv’s Lesson:

Why should we avoid extreme choices in inference questions? Well, the answer to this question has to do with the design of an inference question, and the nature of the process of inferring. In an inference question, all of the information in the passage is necessarily true. The correct answer is something that the passage proves must also be true. But the more extreme an answer choice becomes, the less likely it is that the passage was strong or relevant enough to prove the choice as being something that is necessarily true. The only time an extreme choice will be correct is when that part of the passage that might support the answer choice is equally as extreme--and that's fairly rare. Accordingly, in inference questions you should be partial to tentative choices over extreme ones. 

And, why should we avoid extreme choices in necessary assumption questions? Again, this has to do with the design of a necessary assumption question, and the concept of necessary assumption. A necessary assumption is something that the arguer's reasoning depends on, relies on. A necessary assumption is something the author needs in order for the argument to work. But it is unlikely that the author's argument will be so bold as to depend on an extreme assumption. That's why we should generally avoid extreme choices in necessary assumption questions. 

So, although it is good advice to avoid extreme choices in both of these question types, we actually avoid extreme choices in inference and necessary assumption questions for different reasons. 

But neither of these reasons applies to sufficient assumption questions or strengthen/weaken questions. In fact, a sufficient assumption is quite likely to be extreme. This again has to do with the concept of sufficient assumption. A sufficient assumption is something which, if we plugged it into the argument, the argument would be guaranteed. And, the more extreme a choice is, the more likely it is something that will guarantee an argument. (However, on the GMAT, know that necessary assumption questions are way more common than sufficient assumption questions). 

Also, the more extreme a choice is, the more likely it is something that will strengthen or weaken a particular argument. However, extreme choices show up fairly rarely in strengthen/weaken b/c it is usually obvious that that choice would do the job of strengthening or weakening. So, although extreme choices rarely show up as answer choices in strengthen/weaken, when an extreme answer choice does show up in these question types, don't avoid it just because it is extreme--it might be the correct answer!
----
Necessary assumption questions ask for an assumption that the author's argument depends on or relies on, or for an assumption that is required for the argument. A necessary assumption is something without which the argument certainly fails. 

A sufficient assumption question can be identified from the absence of necessary language. Also, they have distinctive phraseology, such as: "The conclusion follows logically if which one of the following is assumed?." So, a sufficient assumption is something with which the argument will be guaranteed (certainly passes).
228. Private industry is trying to attract skilled research scientists by offering them high salaries. As a result, most research scientists employed in private industry now earn 50 percent more than do comparably skilled research scientists employed by the government. So, unless government-employed research scientists are motivated more by a sense of public duty than by their own interests, the government is likely to lose its most skilled research scientists to private industry, since none of these scientists would have problems finding private sector 
jobs. 


Which one of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 
(A) Government research scientists are less likely to receive acknowledgment for their research contributions than are research scientists in the private sector. 
(B) None of the research scientists currently employed by the government earns more than 
the highest-paid researchers employed in the private sector. 
(C) The government does not employ as many research scientists who are highly skilled as does any large company in the private sector which employs research scientists. 
(D) The government does not provide its research scientists with unusually good working 
conditions or fringe benefits that more than compensate for the lower salaries they receive. 
(E) Research scientists employed in the private sector generally work longer hours than do researchers employed by the government.
Answer: D

Explanation:

A- is not within the scope of the argument; we don't know whether the government gives its scientists any recognition besides the less pay scientists receive in the government as compared to scientists in the private sector. Maybe the government provides support, but the scientists are not satisfied. 
B- Extreme word for a necessary assumption question( a red flag that the answer is wrong). The argument says that most scientists in the private sector earn more, and this means that most government scientists earn less, but not all. 
C- If this was true, then why these scientists are hired by the private sector? 
D- CORRECT ANSWER. The assumption that the government does not give its scientists with equally important working conditions that could, in the eyes of the scientists, compensate them for the less pay they receive. 
E- Out of scope. Whether research scientists work longer hours than scientists in the government has no bearing on the conclusion. I think this could be an answer to strengthen/ weaken question.
229. For every 50 dogs that contract a certain disease, one will die from it. A vaccine exists that is virtually 100 percent effective in preventing this disease. Since the risk of death from complications of vaccination is one death per 5,000 vaccinations, it is therefore safer for a dog to receive the vaccine than not to receive it. 

Which one of the following would it be most helpful to know in order to evaluate the argument? 
(A) the total number of dogs that die each year from all causes taken together 
(B) whether the vaccine is effective against the disease in household pets other than dogs 
(C) the number of dogs that die each year from diseases other than the disease in question 
(D) the likelihood that a dog will contract another disease such as rabies 
(E) the likelihood that an unvaccinated dog will contract the disease in question

Answer: E

Explanation: 

The argument is talking and gives information about the following things: 
1. One out of every 50 dogs dies because of the disease 
2. Vaccine is a virtual 100% cure for the disease 
3. Vaccine has a death rate as well i.e. one death per 5000 vaccines 
4. It is safer for a dog to receive a vaccine than not to receive it 

So as you can see (from above) that the argument gives a lot of info about vaccine and also that one out of 50 dogs die if they are not vaccinated. 

In order to evaluate the argument you would need to know - what is the likelihood that an unvaccinated dog will contract the disease. 
Scenario 1 - Let's say if 1 in 10000 dogs catch this disease, then vaccinating all the dogs is by no means a practical solution because 1 in 5000 dogs can die after vaccination. 
Scenario 2 - Let's say if 1 in 10 dogs contract that disease and you already know that 1 out of 50 dogs will die. Therefore the dogs should be vaccinated. 

Therefore in order to evaluate the argument you need to know the likelihood, percentage or probability of the unvaccinated dogs contracting the disease.
230. Studio executives carefully examine how a film performs on its opening weekend in order to determine whether – and how – to invest more in that film. Many decisions, such as increasing the number of screens that show the film and expanding the marketing campaign, are best made after reaction can be gathered from audience who actually purchased tickets. Therefore, to maximize returns on their marketing investments, studios should initially release all their films on a small number of screens and with a limited advertising campaign.

The plan to maximize returns by initially releasing films on only a small number of screens and limiting advertising depends on which of the following assumptions?
A) Large marketing investments made before the opening weekend never eventually yields greater profits than small initial marketing investments.
B) New advertising technique such as web-based viral marketing, haven’t substantially reduced the average marketing cost for films.
C) A film’s prior performance in noncommercial settings, such as festivals, is not well correlated with how the general public tends to react to than film.
D) Across the movie industry, marketing investments do not influence the eventual financial returns of films in predictable way.
E) How a film performs during its opening weekend is a strong indicator of the film’s financial performance over its lifetime.
Answer: E

Explanation: While (A) is tempting, and one can make the argument that it is helpful for the argument, the argument does NOT necessarily fall apart if it's not true. The reason is because the CONCLUSION is saying that the limited opening plan will produce the maximum profits. While opening weekend performance is an indicator of its lifetime performance, it does not tell us anything about how a LIMITED opening weekend performance will fare. (E) Correctly (especially with the strong language, "never") eliminates the possibility that a LARGE opening weekend will not be as profitable as a LIMITED opening weekend.
231. Scientists: An experimental technique for combating severe depression, deep-brain stimulation (DBS) demonstrates much promise for the long-term treatment of chronic depression. In a recent experiment, electrodes were implanted into the brains of six patients who had not responded to any currently approved treatment for depression. When an electrical current to the electrodes was switched on, four of the patients reported feeling a dramatic reduction of depressive symptoms. The depressive symptoms returned when the current was switched off.

Which of the following, if true, best supports the scientist's claim of the promising potential usage of DBS?
A. The electrode implanted during deep-brain stimulation can only be activated in a hospital setting.
B. The other two patients reported a slight reduction of depressive symptoms when the current on their electrodes was activated.
C. The operation to implant the electrodes poses a high risk of brain hemorrhage, infection or seizure.
D. In a subsequent experiment, a one hour treatment the electrodes produced sustained remission from depression in the four patients for six months.
E. Deep-brain stimulation relies on the expertise of highly skilled physicians.
Answer: D

Explanation: 
Look at the conclusion:
An experimental technique for combating severe depression, deep-brain stimulation (DBS) demonstrates much promise for the long-term treatment of chronic depression

Notice the key word 'long term'. So we cannot conclude anything from this one experiment. SO even if the other two patients had remission from depression, we still do not know whether the effects will last for a 'longer term'. The proof that the effects are long term is provided in (D) there is sustained remission from depression for 6 months which strengthens the conclusion
232. If, in a tennis tournament, a match reaches a fifth-set tiebreak, the lower-ranked player always loses the tiebreak (and, therefore, the match). If Rafael, the second-ranked player, wins a tournament by beating Roger, the top-ranked player, then the match must not have included a fifth-set tiebreak. 
Which of the following arguments most closely mimics the reasoning used in the above argument?

(A) If a woman with a family history of twins gets pregnant three times, she will have one set of twins. Jennifer, who falls into this category, had two sets of twins, so she must not have gotten pregnant exactly three times. 

(B) If a salesman sells more product than anyone else in a calendar year, then he will earn an all-expenses-paid vacation. Joe earned an all-expense-paid vacation, so he must have sold more product than anyone else for the year. 

(C) A newspaper can charge a 50% premium for ads if its circulation surpasses 100,000; if the circulation does not pass 100,000, therefore, the newspaper can’t charge any kind of premium for ads. 

(D) If a student is in the top 10% of her class, she will earn a college scholarship. Anna is not in the top 10% of her class, so she will not earn a scholarship. 

(E) All of the players on a football team receive a cash bonus if the team wins the Super Bowl. If quarterback Tom Brady earned a cash bonus last year, he must have been a member of the winning Super Bowl team.
Answer: A

Explanation: 

The logic of the passage follows this pattern: if A, then B; if not B, then not A.

If, in a tennis tournament, a match reaches a fifth-set tiebreak, (A) the lower-ranked player always loses the tiebreak (B) (and, therefore, the match). If Rafael, the second-ranked player, wins a tournament by beating Roger, (Not B) the top-ranked player, then the match must not have included a fifth-set tiebreak. (Not A)

If a woman with a family history of twins gets pregnant three times, (A) she will have one set of twins (B). Jennifer, who falls into this category, had two sets of twins, (Not B) so she must not have gotten pregnant exactly three times (Not A). A is the only answer choice that fits this pattern.
233. Urban air contains more sulfur dioxide than does rural air, and plants in cities typically grow more slowly than do plants in rural areas. In an experiment to see how much of the difference in growth is due to sulfur dioxide, classes in an urban and a rural school grew plants in greenhouses at their schools and filtered the greenhouse air to eliminate sulfur dioxide. Plants in the urban greenhouse grew more slowly than those in the rural greenhouse. 

Which of the following, if true, would it be most important to take into account in evaluating the result? 
A. The urban school was located in a part of the city in which levels of sulfur dioxide in the air were usually far lower than is typical for urban areas. 
B. At both schools, the plants in the greenhouses grew much more quickly than did plants planted outdoors in plots near the greenhouses. 
C. The urban class conducting the experiment was larger than the rural class conducting the experiment. 
D. Heavy vehicular traffic such as is found in cities constantly deposits grime on greenhouse windows, reducing the amount of light that reaches the plants inside. 
E. Because of the higher levels of sulfur dioxide in the air at the urban school, the air filters for the urban school's greenhouse were changed more frequently than were those at the rural school.
Answer: D

Explanation: If you look at the sentences, we can infer that Sulfur Dioxide is considered as the main culprit for the slow growth of the plants and the experiments were done to find the extent of damage done by Sulfur Dioxide and see how much of a growth difference in growth is brought in. The results show that the urban plants grew more slowly than rural plants. So if we analyze the experimental results, there is something else other than Sulfur Dioxide that contributed for the slower growth. 

So what we need to consider is anything other than Sulfur Dioxide that could hinder the growth of the plants. So the answer choice should be something that is not related to Sulfur Dioxide, which is causing the slow growth. 

A) It says Sulfur Dioxide level was lower at the urban school. But still the urban plants grew slower. So this choice, give support to the argument that there is something else other than Sulfur dioxide that contributed to the slower growth. But it doesn't give any hint on what else could have caused the slow growth. 
B) This choice compares Open urban plants vs. Greenhouse Urban plants and similarly for the rural plants. But it doesn't provide an alternate reason for the slow growth. 
C) Size of the urban class is no way related to the slower growth of plants. 
D) This gives an alternate reason for the slow growth. Urban greenhouses prevented enough sunlight to reach the plants and hence it caused a slower growth. 
E) This statement though says that the filters were replaced frequently, it is difficult to figure out an alternate reason for the slow growth.

----

* if there are differences in the amount of light being let through the windows, then the experimental control (identical conditions) is destroyed, and it's still possible that sulfur dioxide causes the urban/rural difference.
* if there are NOT differences in the amount of light, then, since all the sulfur dioxide is sucked out of the greenhouses, the difference MUST be caused by other factors.

(d) Will determine this difference.
234. For years, the debate over public education reform has centered on financing. Many claim that pouring more 
money into the public schools will improve student performance. However, the only way to fix our school systems is to inject new ideas and new approaches. Today the schools are organized to benefit their adult employees rather than the students. 
Which of the following, if true, best weakens the argument? 
A. Schools that have instituted “new approaches” attract the best performing students. 
B. Schools without outside playgrounds have lower levels of student performance than schools that do. 
C. Studies show that student performance corresponded most directly with the education of the students’ families. 
D. School employees, by an overwhelming margin, said that the system performed well, citing superior benefits than those available in comparable private institutions. 
E. Researchers in education have shown that students from school districts with high per-capita spending tend to receive higher scores on standardized tests.
Answer: E

Explanation: If higher per capita income for schools leads to higher scores, then we can conclude that schools are not having a wrong approach by focusing on financing.
235. The United States government uses only a household's cash income before taxes to determine whether that household falls below the poverty line in a given year; capital gains, non-cash government benefits, and tax credits are not included. However, yearly cash income is not a fool-proof measure of a given household's disposable income. For example, retirees who live off of capital gains from an extensive portfolio could earn hundreds of thousands of dollars, yet be classified by the government as living in "poverty" because this income is not included in the calculation. 

Which of the following, if true, validates the contention that the government's calculation methods must be altered in order to provide statistics that measure true poverty? 
A. For more than 99% of those classified as living in poverty, yearly cash income comprises the vast majority of each household's disposable income. 
B. While the government’s calculation method indicated a 12.5% poverty rate in 2003, the same calculation method indicated anywhere from a 9% to a 16% poverty rate during the preceding decade. 
C. Most established research studies conducted by the private sector indicate that the number of people truly living in poverty in the U.S. is less than that indicated by the government’s calculation method. 
D. Several prominent economists endorse an alternate calculation method which incorporates all income, not just cash income, and adjusts for taxes paid and other core expenses. 
E. The government’s calculation method also erroneously counts those who do not earn income in a given year but who have substantial assets on which to live during that year.
Answer: C

Explanation: Private research companies have conducted a research that proves that the number of people living below poverty is not correct.
E is just an extension of the argument. The fact that the people are erroneously included in the poverty count is already present in the argument.
236. Gloria: Those who advocate tuition tax credits for parents whose children attend private schools maintain that people making no use of a government service should not be forced to pay for it. Yet those who choose to buy bottled water rather than drink water from the local supply are not therefore exempt from paying taxes to maintain the local water supply.
Roger: Your argument is illogical. Children are required by law to attend school. Since school attendance is a matter not of choice, but of legal requirement, it is unfair for the government to force some parents to pay for it twice.

Which of the following responses by Gloria would best refute Roger’s charge that her argument is illogical?
(A) Although drinking water is not required by law, it is necessary for all people, and therefore my analogy is appropriate.
(B) Those who can afford the tuition at a high-priced private school can well bear the same tax burden as those whose children attend public schools.
(C) If tuition tax credits are granted, the tax burden on parents who choose public schools will rise to an intolerable level.
(D) The law does not say that parents must send their children to private schools, only that the children must attend some kind of school, whether public or private.
(E) Both bottled water and private schools are luxury items, and it is unfair that some citizens should be able to afford them while others cannot.
Answer: A
237. An electronics company plans to lure first-time buyers this holiday season. One aspect of its marketing strategy will be to make widely available percent-off coupons for its products that customers can use at any retailer. 

Which of the following, if true, would point to a possible flaw in the company's plan?

(A) The coupons would make it less likely that retailers prominently stock the company's offerings in places likely to attract first-time buyers.

(B) The company is supporting the coupon distribution effort with a nationwide television advertising campaign.

(C) The company's competitors are not expected to offer coupons of any kind this holiday season.

(D) Most retailers are accustomed to accepting percent-off coupons from manufacturers and train their employees accordingly.

(E) Research has shown that first-time buyers of electronics products often choose which brand to purchase based on price.

Answer: A

Explanation:

This is a flaw question--similar to a weaken question. The plan is to attract first-time customers with coupons they can use at any retailer. Consider each choice:

(A) This is correct. If the coupons lead retailers to make choices that make it less likely first-time customers will buy the company's products, the coupons will have been counter-productive and the plan will have failed. 

(B) This choice suggests a way in which the company will make the plan more likely to succeed. 

(C) Like (B), this is another bit of evidence that suggests the company's plan is likely to succeed. 

(D) This choice addresses a possible problem, but claims that employees will be trained to handle coupons like the ones on which the company's plan hinge. 

(E) This supports the plan's likelihood of success. If first-time buyers are influenced by price, a coupon would make them more likely to choose the company's products.
238. The average age of chief executive officers (CEO’s) in a large sample of companies is 57. The average age of CEO’s in those same companies 20 years ago was approximately eight years younger. On the basis of those data, it can be concluded that CEO’s in general tend to be older now. 

Which of the following casts the most doubt on the conclusion drawn above? 

(A) The dates when the CEO’s assumed their current positions have not been specified. 

(B) No information is given concerning the average number of years that CEO’s remain in office. 

(C) The information is based only on companies that have been operating for at least 20 years. 

(D) Only approximate information is given concerning the average age of the CEO’s 20 years ago. 

(E) Information concerning the exact number of companies in the sample has not been given. 

Answer: C

Explanation: B is incorrect because there isn't any necessary relationship between someone's age and how long they have been a CEO in a company. You can be sixty years old and been CEO for five years; you can be forty years old and been CEO for twenty years. In other words, the scope of the conclusion is the CEOs' age. 

The correct answer must be choice C. The argument's conclusion is that CEO's tend to be older now in general. However, because the study only looks at companies that were existing at least twenty years ago, the study has completely ignored companies that came into being fifteen, ten or five years ago. It could be that, in these companies the CEOs are quite young. 

In other words, this is a misrepresentative sample. Whenever you get a CR about studies, samples, statistics etc, you should always ask yourself: what is the group in the conclusion, and what is the group in the evidence?
239. A recent survey of all auto accident victims in Dole County found that, of the severely injured drivers and front-seat passengers, 80 percent were not wearing seat belts at the time of their accidents. This indicates that, by wearing seat belts, drivers and front-seat passengers can greatly reduce their risk of being severely injured if they are in an auto accident. 

The conclusion above is not properly drawn unless which of the following is true? 

(A) Of all the drivers and front-seat passengers in the survey, more than 20 percent were wearing seat belts at the time of their accidents. 

(B) Considerably more than 20 percent of drivers and front-seat passengers in Dole County always wear seat belts when traveling by car. 

(C) More drivers and front-seat passengers in the survey than rear-seat passengers were very severely injured. 

(D) More than half of the drivers and front-seat passengers in the survey were not wearing seat belts at the time of their accidents. 

(E) Most of the auto accidents reported to police in Dole County do not involve any serious injury.

Answer: A

Explanation:

The first sentence reads: 

A recent survey of all auto accident victims in Dole County found that, of the severely injured drivers and front-seat passengers, 80 percent were not wearing seat belts at the time of their accidents. 

The implication is that some victims were severely injured and other accident victims were injured but not severely. 

The conclusion reads: 

This indicates that, by wearing seat belts, drivers and front-seat passengers can greatly reduce their risk of being severely injured if they are in an auto accident.

So he is concluding that by wearing a seatbelt your risk of being severely injured from an automobile accident decreases. (Not that your risk of being in an accident decreases!) 

In order for him to be right that the risk of being severely injured decreases by wearing a seatbelt, there should be MORE non-seatbelt wearers in the severely injured group than there are in the ‘regular’ injured group. That is the fraction of those not wearing seatbelts should increase with the severity of the injury. 

Then, choice A matches this insight.
240. Professor A: We must make a strong moral statement against Country X’s policies. Only total divestment—the sale of all stock in companies that have factories or business offices in X—can do this. Therefore, the university should divest totally.

Professor B: Our aim should be to encourage X to change its policies. Partial divestment is the best way to achieve this aim. Therefore, the university should sell its stock only in companies that either sell goods to X’s government, or do the majority of their business in X, or treat their workers in X unfairly.

Professor A’s and Professor B’s arguments differ in which of the following ways?

(A) They state the same goal but propose different ways of achieving it.

(B) They state different goals but propose the same way of achieving them.

(C) They state different goals and propose different ways of achieving them.

(D) They disagree about whether the university should sell any stock at all.

(E) They disagree about whether X’s policies are objectionable.

Answer: C

Explanation: Question prompt asks how the two arguments differ. Look at the conclusion for clues. The two arguments conclude two different methods for resolving the problem. Eliminate B. Answer E and D is completely off base. Look at the evidence to identity the goals in each argument. Prof. A wants to make a strong moral statement. Prof B wants to encourage country X to change policy. Both professors have different goals. The only answer that meets this criterion is solution C. Answer C is the correct answer.
241. The upcoming presidential election in the West African republic of Ganelon is of grave concern to the U.S. State Department. Ganelon presently has strong political and military ties to the United States. However, the Socialist party is widely expected to win the election, leading to fears that Ganelon will soon break away from the pro-American bloc and adopt a nonaligned or openly anti-American stance.

Which of the following is an assumption made in the passage above?

(A) A Socialist party government in Ganelon is more likely to oppose the United States than is a non-Socialist party government.

(B) The people of the United States recognize their nation’s interest in the political stability of West Africa.

(C) A weakening of U.S. political ties with Ganelon could have serious consequences for U.S. relations with other African nations.

(D) The Socialist party leaders in Ganelon believe that their nation’s interests would best be served by an alliance with anti-American forces.

(E) The Socialist party will win the upcoming election in Ganelon.

Answer: A

Explanation: Eliminate E and C. E contains extreme language. C is outside of the scope of the passage. Answer B mentions the US people’s opinion; however this is outside the scope of the conclusion. Answer D is not supported by any information in the passage. The only answer remaining, A, takes the evidence only one step further and links the evidences to the conclusion by stating that a socialist party is more likely to oppose the US than a non socialist party. The answer is A.
242. Kitchen magazine plans to license the use of its name by a line of cookware. For a magazine, licensing the use of its name for products involves some danger, since if the products disappoint consumers, the magazine's reputation suffers, with consequent reductions in circulation and advertising. However, experts have evaluated the cookware and found it superior to all other cookware advertised in Kitchen. Therefore, Kitchen can collect its licensing fee without endangering its other revenues.

The argument above assumes which of the following?
A. No other line of cookware is superior to that which will carry the Kitchen name.
B. Kitchen will not license the use of its name for any products other than the line of cookware.
C. Makers of cookware will not find Kitchen a less attractive advertising vehicle because the magazine's name is associated with a competing product.
D. Consumers who are not regular readers of Kitchen magazine will be attracted to the cookware by the Kitchen name.
E. Kitchen is one of the most prestigious cooking-related magazines.
Answer: C

Explanation: 

A: Doesn’t matter even if some other cookware is superior to the one using kitchen's name. In fact I see a scope shift "other line of cook ware" vs "other line of cookware advertised in kitchen". Eliminate.
B: Again who cares. If it does lic to brand of shaving cream as long as it can get revenues. It may or may not work. So this is not an assumption. Eliminate.
C: Well now if C is true, then the other makers of cookware who have till now advertised in kitchen might stop advertising in Kitchen. This could lead to loss of revenue. So C could be the answer.
D: What if this is not true.... no harm done. u will not increase revenue but u may/may not lose revenue.. Eliminate.
E: Who cares is kitchen is not the most prestigious mag. Eliminate.
243. Junior biomedical researchers have long assumed that their hirings and promotions depend significantly on the amount of their published work. People responsible for making hiring and promotion decisions in the biomedical research field, however, are influenced much more by the overall impact that a candidate's scientific publications have on his or her field than by the number of those publications.

The information above, if accurate, argues most strongly against which of the following claims?
A. Even biomedical researchers who are just beginning their careers are expected already to have published articles of major significance to the field.
B. Contributions to the field of biomedical research are generally considered to be significant only if the work is published.
C. The potential scientific importance of not-yet-published work is sometimes taken into account in decisions regarding the hiring or promotion of biomedical researchers.
D. People responsible for hiring or promoting biomedical researchers can reasonably be expected to make a fair assessment of the overall impact of a candidate's publications on his or her field.
E. Biomedical researchers can substantially increase their chances of promotion by fragmenting their research findings so that they are published in several journals instead of one.
Answer: E

Explanation: The author contends that contrary to the assumption, those who hire and promote people in biomedical research field put more emphasis on the impact a candidate's scientific publications have on his or her field than the number of those publications.
To argue against this conclusion, we need to show that total number of publications is considered more important, in at least some cases, by those who hire.

Choice E clearly states this:
Biomedical researchers can substantially increase their chances of promotion by fragmenting their research findings so that they are published in several journals instead of one.

I.e. publishing in several journals or increasing the number of publications increases the probability of promotion

244. Traces of cultivated emmer wheat have been found among the earliest agricultural remains of many archaeological sites in Europe and Asia. The only place where the wild form of emmer wheat has been found growing is a relatively narrow strip of southwest Asia. Since the oldest remains of cultivated emmer wheat yet found are from village sites in the same narrow strip, it is clear that emmer wheat was first domesticated somewhere in that strip.

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument?
(A) The present-day distribution of another wild wheat, einkorn, which was also domesticated early in the development of agriculture, covers a much larger area of southwest Asia.
(B) Modern experiments show that wild emmer wheat can easily be domesticated so as to yield nearly as well as traditionally domestic strains.
(C) At the time when emmer wheat was first cultivated, it was the most nutritious of all the varieties of grain that were then cultivated.
(D) In the region containing the strip where wild emmer wheat has been found, climatic conditions have changed very little since before the development of agriculture.
(E) It is very difficult, without genetic testing, to differentiate the wild form of emmer wheat from closely related wild wheat that also grows in southwest Asia.
Answer: D

Explanation: the evidence in the argument is based on where this strain of wheat has been found growing, NOW in modern times (as you can tell from the present perfect, "has been found growing"). If we're going to argue about the domestication of this wheat, in ancient times, then we need to know that the same conditions that prevail now also prevailed back then.
This is why (d) strengthens the argument. Without (d), it's irrelevant where this wheat grows today.
245. Proponents of the electric car maintain that when the technical problems associated with its battery design are solved, such cars will be widely used and, because they are emission-free, will result in an abatement of the environmental degradation caused by auto emissions. But unless we dam more rivers, the electricity to charge these batteries will come from nuclear or coal-fired power plants. Each of these three power sources produces considerable environmental damage. Thus, the electric car _______. 


Which one of the following most logically completes the argument? 
(A) will have worse environmental consequences than its proponents may believe 
(B) will probably remain less popular than other types of cars 
(C) requires that purely technical problems be solved before it can succeed 
(D) will increase the total level of emissions rather than reduce it 
(E) will not produce a net reduction in environmental degradation
Answer: A

Explanation: The correct answer must be choice A. 
The first sentence gives us the POV of the "proponents". They think that the electric car will "result in an abatement of the environmental degradation caused by auto emissions". Their argument can be summed up as: "electric car will lead to less auto-emission-induced environmental damage ". 

The next sentence (i.e., second sentence) begins with the contrast keyword "but". This tells us the author is out to argue against the proponents--so, at this point, we know he will generally argue that electric cars are actually not a cure-all. This sentence and the next one (third one) must be evidence because the fourth sentence (the one we have to complete) begins with "thus". 

To complete the author’s POV correctly, we should examine his evidence. Well, the third sentence ain’t so bad as it just tells us that the electricity that will run these electric cars comes from nuclear or coal-power sources. The fourth sentence tells us that each of these sources "produces considerable environmental damage". 

But notice the author’s evidence (considerable environmental damage) does not establish whether, overall, a switch would mean more environmental damage. He never compares levels of environmental damage. So choice E is wrong, and choice D is extreme, and wrong for pretty much the same reason. The author’s main point, then, is that electric cars are not the cure-all their proponents think them to be--that there will still be considerable environmental damage even if we switch to them. 
The author’s POV, then, can be summed up as: "because the production processes for these electric cars are environmentally damaging, switching to electric cars won’t necessarily reduce environmental damage". 
Choice A is a perfect match to this prediction; choose A. 

In inference questions (complete the blank questions are just inference questions), the passage and the correct answer are always things that must be true. Therefore, the wrong answers are things that could or must be false. Therefore, you can use denial test: If the author did not believe in choice A, would his argument make any sense? Would his argument still be available to him? 
Well, here, if the author did not believe in choice A--if he believed its' opposite--it would mean that he thought the proponents are bang-on in their optimistic prediction about electric cars. Then, what the heck explains the "but"? If the author did not believe in choice A, then his statements do not make any sense at all. More technically, if choice A were false, the passage would be falsified, but, in inference questions, we must always treat the passage as necessarily true. Therefore, he must believe in choice A: it must be true. 

Choice E looks like the "trap" answer here. Let's try denying it. When you see "not", just deny by removing "not". So, if the author thought that a switch would produce a reduction in environmental damage, do his statements still make at least some sense? Is his argument still available to him? Yes, his statements surely still make at least some sense because he said nuclear and coal power is environmentally damaging; he never compared the specific level of environmental damage from nuclear/coal power to current cars. More technically, if choice E were false, the passage is not necessarily falsified. Therefore, choice E is not necessarily true: it could be false. 
In inference questions, focus on the connections between sentences, and (especially in the complete-the-blank variety), try to think about what the author's main point is, what he is trying to get at.
246. Hospital executive: At a recent conference on nonprofit management, several computer experts maintained that the most significant threat faced by large institutions such as universities and hospitals is unauthorized access to confidential data. In light of this testimony, we should make the protection of our clients’ confidentiality our highest priority. 


The hospital executive’s argument is most vulnerable to which one of the following objections? 
(A) The argument confuses the causes of a problem with the appropriate solutions to that problem. 
(B) The argument relies on the testimony of experts whose expertise is not shown to be sufficiently broad to support their general claim. 
(C) The argument assumes that a correlation between two phenomena is evidence that one is 
the cause of the other. 
(D) The argument draws a general conclusion about a group based on data about an 
unrepresentative sample of that group. 
(E) The argument infers that a property belonging to large institutions belongs to all institutions.
Answer: B

Explanation: Is computer experts' expertise broad enough to decide what institutions' highest priority should be? 
No, computer experts, for example, will not be versed in, say, business strategy, law, etc. It could be that a threat having to do with one of these other aspects constitutes an even greater threat than unauthorized access to confidential data. 
The author's conclusion is a recommendation about what institutions' highest priority should be. Choice D is wrong because the author isn't even drawing a conclusion about a group.
247. Every year, children are born with neural tube defects, which can prevent full formation of the brain or closing of the base of the spine, causing paralysis. A primary cause was found to be a deficiency of folic acid, an essential nutrient, in the diets of pregnant women. To reduce the incidence of these birth defects, the country of Islandia began to require folic acid supplementation of all wheat flour. This ensured that everyone received adequate amounts of folic acid in their diets, thereby preventing neural tube defects in children. 

Each of the following, if true, helps to explain how the supplementation of wheat flour could have prevented neural tube defects in children EXCEPT:  

(A) Pregnant women whose families did not traditionally eat food containing folic acid found it easier to supplement their diets with the nutrient when it was already contained in a staple such as wheat flour.  

(B) Aware that wheat flour had additional health benefits, Islandia residents consumed larger amounts of wheat flour than before the supplementation began.  

(C) The supplementation of folic acid caused wheat flour distributors to more aggressively compete for customers, who they expected to seek out their products for health reasons.  

(D) Pregnant women who ignored recommended supplements such as folic acid could not avoid including wheat flour in their daily diet.  

(E) Prompted by the country's emphasis on folic acid supplementation, pregnant women sought out other foods that naturally contain folic acid.
Answer: C
Explanation: This is an explanation question, and also an "except" question, which tends to make things a bit harder. The passage describes the requirement that wheat flour be supplemented with folic acid so that pregnant women consume more folic acid, thus avoiding birth defects. Four of the choices will describe ways in which the supplementation limits birth defects; we're looking for the one that does not: 

(A) This describes a way in which pregnant women who did not consume enough folic acid will start consuming enough. 
(B) This choice suggests that the supplementation had a publicity effect that caused people to consume more folic acid. 
(C) This is correct. The important thing is that pregnant women consume folic acid, not which wheat flour distributors earn the most business. 
(D) This choice shows that supplementing wheat flour helped reach even those women who would not otherwise take recommendations. 
(E) This is yet another way in which the supplementation plan helped get more folic acid in the diets of pregnant women. 
248. During the nineteenth century, the French academy of art was a major financial sponsor of painting and sculpture in France; sponsorship by private individuals had decreased dramatically by this time. Because the academy discouraged innovation in the arts, there was 
little innovation in nineteenth century French sculpture. Yet nineteenth century French painting showed a remarkable degree of innovation. 


Which one of the following, if true, most helps to explain the difference between the amount of innovation in French painting and the amount of innovation in French sculpture during the nineteenth century? 
(A) In France in the nineteenth century, the French academy gave more of its financial support to painting than it did to sculpture. 
(B) The French academy in the nineteenth century financially supported a greater number of sculptors than painters, but individual painters received more support, on average, than individual sculptors. 
(C) Because stone was so much more expensive than paint and canvas, far more unsponsored paintings were produced than were unsponsored sculptures in France during the nineteenth century. 
(D) Very few of the artists in France in the nineteenth century who produced sculptures also produced paintings. 
(E) Although the academy was the primary sponsor of sculpture and painting, the total amount of financial support that French sculptors and painters received from sponsors declined during the nineteenth century.
Answer: C

Explanation: 

Passage says: 
During the nineteenth century, the French academy of art was a major financial sponsor of painting and 
sculpture in France.

Because the academy discouraged innovations in arts. 

From those two, conclude that the academy was a sponsor of art, which included both sculpting and painting, and when it discouraged innovations in arts, it did so for both branches of art. 
This makes sense because later in the passage we find out that sculpting decreased while painting increased, and that makes a paradoxical situation, making the question valid.
249. Philosopher: An action is morally right if it would be reasonably expected to increase the aggregate well-being of the people affected by it. An action is morally wrong if and only if it would be reasonably expected to reduce the aggregate wellbeing of the people affected by it. Thus, actions that would be reasonably expected to leave unchanged the aggregate well-being of the people affected by them are also right. 


The philosopher’s conclusion follows logically if which one of the following is assumed? 
(A) Only wrong actions would be reasonably expected to reduce the aggregate well-being of 
the people affected by them. 
(B) No action is both right and wrong. 
(C) Any action that is not morally wrong is morally right. 
(D) There are actions that would be reasonably expected to leave unchanged the aggregate 
well-being of the people affected by them. 
(E) Only right actions have good consequences.
Answer: 

Explanation: 

250. Top college graduates are having more difficulty demonstrating their superiority to prospective employers than did the top students of twenty years ago when an honors degree was distinction enough. Today’s employers are less impressed with the honors degree. Twenty years ago no more than 10 percent of a given class graduated with honors. Today, however, because of grade inflation, the honors degree goes to more than 50 percent of a graduating class. Therefore, to restore confidence in the degrees they award, colleges must take steps to control grade inflation. 

Which one of the following is an assumption that, if true, would support the conclusion in the passage? 
(A) Today’s students are not higher achievers than the students of twenty years ago. 
(B) Awarding too many honors degrees causes colleges to inflate grades. 
(C) Today’s employers rely on honors ranking in making their hiring decisions. 
(D) It is not easy for students with low grades to obtain jobs. 
(E) Colleges must make employers aware of the criteria used to determine who receives an honors degree.

Answer: A

Explanation: "grade inflation" means teachers giving out high grades even though those high grades were not deserved. If teachers give out an "A" when the student only deserved a "B" then that student's grade is inflated. And if the teacher does this for a lot of students, we would have grade inflation in that teacher's class. If many of the teachers in the school did this, there would be grade inflation in the school. If many of the teachers in many of the schools across the country did this, there would be grade inflation in the entire country.
251. It is now a common complaint that the electronic media have corroded the intellectual skills required and fostered by the literary media. But several centuries ago the complaint was that certain intellectual skills, such as the powerful memory and extemporaneous eloquence that were intrinsic to oral culture, were being destroyed by the spread of literacy. So, what awaits us is probably a mere alteration of the human mind rather than its devolution. 

The reference to the complaint of several centuries ago that powerful memory and extemporaneous eloquence were being destroyed plays which one of the following roles in the argument? 
(A) evidence supporting the claim that the intellectual skills fostered by the literary media are being destroyed by the electronic media 

(B) an illustration of the general hypothesis being advanced that intellectual abilities are inseparable from the means by which people communicate 
(C) an example of a cultural change that did not necessarily have a detrimental effect on the human mind overall 
(D) evidence that the claim that the intellectual skills required and fostered by the literary media are being lost is unwarranted 
(E) possible evidence, mentioned and then dismissed, that might be cited by supporters of the hypothesis being criticized
Answer: C

Explanation: 
Structure: Argument compares the two views - one a historical view and the other - current view. The author compares to see the change of culture (No longer literary media) in the current situation. Finally, the author concludes that there is hardly any detrimental alteration to the human brain. This is what exactly this choice says.
252. A cup of raw milk, after being heated in a microwave oven to 50 degrees Celsius, contains half its initial concentration of a particular enzyme, lysozyme. If, however, the milk reaches that temperature through exposure to a conventional heat source of 50 degrees Celsius, it will contain nearly all of its initial 

concentration of the enzyme. Therefore, what destroys the enzyme is not heat but microwaves, which generate heat. 

Which one of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 

(A) Heating raw milk in a microwave oven to a temperature of 100 degrees Celsius destroys nearly all of the lysozyme initially present in that milk. 

(B) Enzymes in raw milk that are destroyed through excessive heating can be replaced by adding enzymes that have been extracted from other sources. 

(C) A liquid exposed to a conventional heat source of exactly 50 degrees Celsius will reach that temperature more slowly than it would if it were exposed to a conventional heat source hotter than 50 degrees Celsius. 

(D) Milk that has been heated in a microwave oven does not taste noticeably different from milk that has been briefly heated by exposure to a conventional heat source. 

(E) Heating any liquid by microwave creates small zones within it that are much hotter than the overall temperature that the liquid will ultimately reach.

Answer: E

Explanation: Many strengthen/weaken questions can be viewed as explain the phenomenon or cause of the effect arguments. 

The phenomenon: you lose more lysozyme from heating through microwave oven than you do through normal heating. 

The explanation: microwaves (and not heat) destroy lysozyme. 

The assumption: there are no other explanations. 

Our prediction: any choice that will suggest some other explanation. In particular if it suggests that it is heat (and not microwaves). 

Choice E is a perfect match; it suggests that it is not the microwaves but pockets of extra-hot heat in microwaves. 
253. Ditrama is a federation made up of three autonomous regions. Korva. Mitro, and Guadar, Under the federal revenue-sharing plan, each region receives a share of federal revenues equal to the share of the total population of Ditrama residing in that region as shown by a yearly population survey. Last year the percentage of federal revenues Korva received for its share decreased somewhat even though the population survey on which the revenue-sharing was based showed that Korva's population had increased. 

If the statements above are true, which one of the following must also have been shown by the population survey on which last year's revenue-sharing in Dirama was based? 

(A) Of the three regions Korva had the smallest number of residents 

(B) The population of Korva grew by a smaller percentage than it did in previous years 

(C) The populations of Mitro and Guadar each increased by a percentage that exceeded the percentage by which the population of Korva increased. 

(D) Of the three regions. Korva's numerical increase in population was the smallest 

(E) Korva's population grew by a smaller percentage than did the population of at least one of the other two autonomous regions.

Answer: E

Explanation: We know that "each region receives a share of federal revenues equal to the share of the total population” of the Ditrama federation. We also know that Korvo's population increased in number (pop survey discussed in last sentence) and that, surprisingly, its share went down. 

The only way to reconcile these facts is that, collectively, the sum population of the other two regions increased by a greater number than did the population of Korvo. This is our key deduction/prediction in this inference question. 

Choice E matches this. If you were debating between choices A and E, recognize that choice A is extreme ("smallest") while choice E is more tentative ("...at least one of..."). In an inference question, if you are struggling between two choices, and one is clearly more tentative (less extreme) than another, always go with the more tentative (less extreme) one.
254. One year ago a local government initiated an antismoking advertising campaign in local newspapers which it financed by imposing a tax on cigarettes of 20 cents per pack One year later the number of people in the locality who smoke cigarettes had declined by 3 percent Clearly what was said in the advertisements had an effect although a small one on the number of people in the locality who smoke cigarettes. 

Which one of the following, if true, most helps to strengthen argument? 

(A) Residents of the locality have not increased their use of other tobacco products such as snuff and chewing tobacco since the campaign went into effect 

(B) A substantial number of cigarette smokers in the locality who did not quit smoking during the campaign now smoke less than they did before it began 

(C) Admissions to the local hospital for chronic respiratory ailments were down by 15 percent one year after the campaign began 

(D) Merchants in the locality responded to the local tax by reducing the price at which they sold cigarettes by 20 cents per pack 

(E) Smokers in the locality had incomes that on average were 25 percent lower than those of nonsmokers

Answer: D

Explanation: This is another explain the phenomenon or cause of the effect type of argument. 

The first and second sentences describe a phenomenon, while the third sentence advances an explanation for that phenomenon. 

The phenomenon: Smoking declined. 

The author's explanation: The ads (and not the taxes!) caused the decrease in smoking. ("Clearly what was said in the advertisements had an effect"...) 

Whenever the author makes an explain-the-phenomenon argument, he is assuming that there are no other explanations. 
The way we strengthen an argument is by finding an answer choice that backs up the assumption. 

How do we back up the assumption that there are no other explanations? 

The most common way it will happen on the GMAT is to look for an answer choice that negates an alternative explanation. 

A clear competing alternative explanation from the stimulus is the tax itself. (That is, instead of the ads' content causing the decline in smoking, it could have been the tax-fuelled increase in the costs of the cigarettes that caused the decline in smoking). 

So, we would be looking for any choice that says "the tax was not the reason the smoking went down". 

Choice D is a perfect match to our prediction. It tells us that the merchants absorbed the cigarette tax; therefore, the consumers who buy the cigarettes did not suffer, did not incur, the tax increase. 

The fact that they did not have to pay more for the cigarettes and that they still decreased their smoking strengthens the author's argument that what was said in the ads caused the smoking decline. 

Choice B does not strengthen the argument that smoking decreased because of the ads' content. Instead, it simply affirms the fact that smoking did decrease. In other words, choice B does not give us any new information; we already knew from the passage that smoking declined. For, that was the very phenomenon about which the author was advancing an explanation. 

Although this looks like an LSAT question, it is a very fair and even a good representation of how strengthening/weakening commonly works on the GMAT. Many of the strengthen/weaken questions on the GMAT are of the "explain the phenomenon" variety. The quicker you are able to spot the form, and the better you know how to analyze the form, the more efficiently and confidently and easily you can answer a question like this. Therefore, according to me, a great idea would be to go through the CR section of the OG, explicitly pulling out those stn/wkn questions that use this form.
255. Following years of declining advertising sales, the Greenville Times reorganized its advertising sales force 2 years ago. Before the reorganization, the sales force was organized geographically, with some sales representatives concentrating on city-center businesses and others concentrating on different outlying regions. The reorganization attempted to increase the sales representatives' knowledge of clients' businesses by having each sales rep. deal with only one type of industry or retailing. After the reorg., the advertising sales increased. 

In assessing whether the improvement in advertising sales can properly be attributed to the reorganization, it would be helpful to find out each of the following EXCEPT. 

(A) 2 years ago, what portion of Greenville Times's total revenue was generated by advertising sales? 

(B) Has the circulation of Greenville Times increased substantially in the past two years? 

(C) Has there been a substantial turnover in the personnel in the advertising sales force over the last 2 years? 

(D) Before the sales reorganization, had the sales representatives found it difficult to keep up with relevant developments in all types of businesses to which they were assigned? 

(E) Has the economy in Greenville and the surrounding regions been growing rapidly over the last 2 years?

Answer: A

Explanation: In evaluate the argument (or relevant information) questions, the right answer is the one that is directly inside the scope of the argument. So, it will be something that will have a great effect on the argument. In fact, one way of handling these questions is to treat them as hybrid strengthen/weaken: the right answer will be something where if it goes one way it will strengthen the argument, and if it goes the other way it will weaken the argument. 

Let's look at choice E: 

(E) Has the economy in Greenville and the surrounding regions been growing rapidly over the last 2 years? 

What if the economy in Greenville and the surrounding regions HAS been growing rapidly over the last 2 years? Then, the argument is clearly weakened, as this can be an alternative explanation (something other than the reorganization) for why the advertising sales increased: It suggests the increase in the advertising sales is part of some broader phenomenon rather than being causally related to the company's reorganization. 

And, what if the economy in Greenville and the surrounding regions HAS NOT been growing rapidly over the last 2 years? Then, the argument is clearly strengthened, as the offered evidence improves in value: now, the advertising sales have increased INSPITE of the fact that sales are dropping everywhere else (or at least have not been increasing anywhere else). 

So, by using the Kaplan strategy of treating this as a hybrid strengthen/weaken, we can see that choice E is clearly relevant to the argument; in evaluating this argument it would be "helpful to find out" the answer to the question in choice E. But because this is an EXCEPT question, we eliminate it. 

Choice A is irrelevant because it brings up "portion" or the idea of fraction. The denominator is the company's total revenues. But we don't have info about how the company's total revenue has done over the last 2 years. 

Let's apply the same strategy as above. What if the fraction of the total revenue coming from advertising sales has increased? This doesn't mean that advertising sales have actually increased; instead, it could be that total revenue has decreased. 

And what if the fraction of total revenue coming from advertising sales has decreased over the last 2 years. Again, this doesn't necessarily mean that advertising sales have decreased; instead, it could be that total revenues have decreased. 

So, answering the question in choice A does not help us in better judging the significance of the increase in advertising sales. Therefore, there's no way finding out the answer to the question in choice A would help us in assessing whether the improvement in the advertising sales was or was not due to the reorganization; the argument is unaffected, neither strengthened nor weakened under either scenario. 

Therefore, choice A is irrelevant to the argument. But because this is an EXCEPT question, we select it. And because a test-taker well-versed in Kaplan procedures would have characterized the choices and then applied this strategy before going to the answer choices, she could have selected choice A knowing that it was right not having to worry about evaluating the remaining answer choices, thereby saving her some time and thereby improving her score!
256. Three major laundry detergent manufacturers have concentrated their powdered detergents by reducing the proportion of inactive ingredients in the detergent formulas. The concentrated detergents will be sold in smaller packages. In explaining the change, the manufacturers cited the desire to reduce cardboard packaging and other production costs. Market analysts predict that the decision of three manufacturers, who control 80 percent of the laundry detergent market will eventually bring about the virtual disappearance of old-style bulky detergents. 

Which one of the following, if true, most strongly supports the prediction made by the market analysts? 

(A) Most smaller manufacturers of laundry detergents will consider it too expensive to retool factories for the production of the smaller detergent packages. 

(B) Many consumers will be skeptical initially that the recommended small amount of concentrated detergent will clean laundry as effectively as the larger amount of the old-style detergent did 

(C) Some analysts believe that consumers will have to pay a greater cost per load of laundry to use the new concentrated detergent than they did to use the old-style detergent 

(D) Major supermarkets have announced that they will not charge the detergent manufacturers less to display their detergents even though the detergents will take up less shelf space 

(E) Consumers are increasingly being persuaded by environmental concerns to buy concentrated detergents when available in order to reduce cardboard waste

Answer: E

Explanation: A obviously weakens the argument's conclusion: 

A: Smaller manufacturers of laundry detergents will consider it too expensive to retool factories for the production of the smaller detergent packages. 

----> Manufacturers other than the big three are not going to switch to concentrated detergents.
257. Many cities face the problem of sprawl--unchecked development in areas outside of a city center where adequate transportation infrastructure may not yet exist. The city of Masonville is experiencing rapid population growth, which can lead to sprawl. The city council recently passed a transportation concurrency measure, which requires that roads and other infrastructure be in place before developers can build in an area. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the usefulness of the proposal?

(A) In neighboring Dorsetville, a similar measure caused transportation infrastructure costs to nearly double in the first year after its passage.

(B) Where rapid population growth exists, sprawl is rarely avoided.

(C) Some developers include privately funded transportation infrastructure in their plans for new surburban shopping malls and neighborhoods.

(D) The concurrency measure ensures that any development likely to attract more than 100 new residents would be served by at least one of Masonville's bus routes.

(E) The majority of new areas in which developers build do not attract large populations that require significant transportation infrastructure.

Answer: E

Explanation: This is a weaken question. The proposal sets out to limit the negative effects of sprawl by requiring that infrastructure is in place before developers can build in an area. Consider each choice, looking for a reason why the proposal may not have positive results:

(A) An increase in cost may not be a good thing, but if the population rapidly increased, it may be well be desirable to spend that much money on transportation. It's unclear whether this evidence would undermine the proposal. 

(B) This choice is far too general to be correct. Whether or not sprawl is rarely avoided does not indicate whether the proposal will have beneficial effects. 

(C) This choice would seem to reduce the demands of the proposal; however, the word "some" suggests that the proposal would still be necessary if such infrastructure were desirable. 

(D) This choice suggests a potential benefit of the proposal. There's no drawback here. 

(E) This is correct. If the proposal were enacted, there would be an unnecessary financial burden on either the city or on developers, making it more difficult to develop areas like this--areas that do not exhibit the characteristics of sprawl.
258. Because ethylene dibromide, a chemical used to fumigate grain, was blamed for the high rate of nerve damage suffered by people who work in grain-processing plants, many such plants switched to other chemical fumigants 2 years ago. Since then, however, the percentage of workers at these plants who were newly diagnosed with nerve damage has not dropped significantly. Therefore, either ethylene dibromide was wrongly blamed or else the new chemicals also cause nerve damage. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which argument depends? 

A. If the new chemicals cause nerve damage, the nerve damage caused would be different from any nerve damage that ethylene dibromide may cause. 

B. There are no chemical fumigants that are completely safe for workers in grain-processing plants. 

C. If ethylene dibromide causes nerve damage, it does not take 2 years or longer for that damage to become detectable. 

D. Workers at grain-processing plants typically continue to work there even after being diagnosed with nerve damage. 

E. Workers at grain-processing plants that still use ethylene dibromide continue to have a high rate of nere damage. 

Answer: C

Explanation: The argument can be reduced to this paraphrase: 

"Because there has not been a drop in nerve damage in the last two years using the other fumigants, there was nothing wrong with ethyl dibromide." 

You should always try to reduce arguments down to: "because x, y" in your head so that it makes it easier to think about them. 

Let's look at choice C, and then apply the denial test: 

C. If ethylene dibromide causes nerve damage, it does not take 2 years or longer for that damage to become detectable. 

So, does the argument depend on this assumption? What would happen to the argument if we removed (ie, "negated" or "denied") this assumption? 

Choice C denied: If ethylene dibromide causes nerve damage, it takes longer than 2 years for the damage to become detectable. 

If that's true--if it DOES take longer than two years for ethylene dibromide's damage to be detectable--then it indicates that his reason--that it's been two years using the other fumigants and there hasn't been a drop in nerve damage--no longer establishes that there was nothing wrong with ethylene dibromide: after all, it's been only two years and the fact that the incidence of nerve damage hasn't declined can easily be attributed to the fact that when ethylene dibromide causes nerve damage it takes more than two years for the damage to be detected! 
So, if we remove (i.e., deny or negate) choice C, then the author's argument is struck at its heart. Therefore, the argument's logical existence depends on choice C.
259. In Kantovia, physicians’ income comes from insurance companies, which require physicians to document their decisions in treating patients and to justify deviations from the companies’ treatment guidelines. Ten years ago physicians were allowed more discretion. Most physicians believe that the companies’ requirements now prevent them from spending enough time with patients. Yet the average amount of time a patient spends with a physician during an office visit has actually increased somewhat over the last ten years. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the apparent discrepancy between physicians’ perceptions and the change in the actual time spent? 

A. Patients are more likely to be in a hurry nowadays and are less willing to wait a long time to see their physician. 

B. Physicians today typically have a wider range of options in diagnosis and treatment to consider with the patient before prescribing. 

C. Physicians are increasingly likely to work in group practices, sharing the responsibility of night and weekend work. 

D. Most patients would rather trust their physicians than their insurance companies to make decisions about their treatment. 

E. Since the insurance companies pay physicians a set amount for each office visit, it is to physicians’ financial advantage to see as many Patients as possible. 

Answer: B

Explanation: In paradox questions, look for a contrast keyword like "yet", "but" or "however"; it will center the paradox. Before going to the answer choices, make sure you understand the paradox (the surprise) and why it’s paradoxical (why it’s surprising). 

The last sentence begins with "yet". That means that we can understand the paradox by contrasting the final two sentences against each other. The paradox can be summed up as: "most physicians believe they have less time per patient yet they are actually spending more time per patient". 

Then, choice B clearly resolves: because they have a so many more treatment options in diagnosis and treatment, naturally, physicians will need more time diagnose and treat a particular patient; so even though they are spending more time they believe (i.e., feel) as though they are spending less time. 

Choice E is a common trap in paradox questions; it is called a 180 or opposite. If physicians want to minimize the time spent per patient (to maximize their dollars), they will spend less and not more time; but the last sentence tells us that they are actually spending more time per patient. So, choice E tends to oppose the facts presented in the passage. Also, if choice E were true, it would not lie well in the physicians' mouths to say that because of the new requirements they feel as though they have less time; instead, it would be because of their desire to maximize dollars.
260. Which of the following most logically completes the passage? 
Appendicitis (inflammation of the appendix) is potentially fatal; consequently, patients with symptoms strongly suggesting appendicitis almost have their appendix removed. The appropriate surgery is low-risk but performed unnecessarily in about 20 percent of all cases. A newly developed internal scan for appendicitis is highly accurate, producing two misdiagnoses for every 98 correct diagnoses. Clearly, using this test, doctors can largely avoid unnecessary removals of the appendix without, however, performing any fewer necessary ones than before, since _____. 

A. the patients who are correctly diagnosed with this test as not having appendicitis invariably have medical conditions that are much less serious than appendicitis 
B. the misdiagnoses produced by this test are always instances of attributing appendicitis to someone who does not, in fact, have it 
C. all of the patients who are diagnosed with this test as having appendicitis do, in fact, 
have appendicitis 
D. every patient who is diagnosed with this test as having appendicitis has more than one of the symptoms generally associated with appendicitis 
E. the only patients who are misdiagnosed using this test are patients who lack one or more of the symptoms that are generally associated with appendicitis
Answer: B

Explanation: Complete the passage questions are like inference questions. You will most likely have to put in the correct conclusion or else (as here) a correct piece of evidence that would logically support the conclusion. As with other inference questions, the best approach is to follow the gist of the passage, make a deduction and scan for a match. 

Here, the author is arguing that the scan will obviate the need for surgeons to perform unnecessary appendectomies. Really? Let's examine what we have learned about the scan: the misdiagnosis rate is 2%. But are the misdiagnoses false positives or false negatives? A false positive is where the scan says you have appendicitis when you don't while a false negative is when the scan fails to pick up that a patient has appendicitis when in fact they do. False positives are not risky here b/c if a person who doesn't have appendicitis gets his/her appendix removed, its no big deal. On the other hand, false negatives are very risky b/c if a person who has appendicitis doesn't get his/her appendix removed, then they may die. So, in order for the author's conclusion to be correct, the kind of misdiagnoses the scan makes must be false positives and not false negatives. That would be the piece of evidence that would support the conclusion (we know we want to put in some evidence here b/c the passage ends with "since'). That is our deduction, and now we scan for a match....choice B.
261. Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 
A certain cultivated herb is one of a group of closely related plants that thrive in soil with high concentrations of metals that are toxic to most other plants. Agronomists studying the herb have discovered that it produces large amounts of histidine, an amino acid that, in test-tube solutions, renders these metals chemically inert. Possibly, therefore, the herb’s high histidine production is what allows it to grow in metal-rich soils, a hypothesis that would gain support if ______. 

A. histidine is found in all parts of the plant’s roots, stem, leaves, and flowers 
B. the herb’s high level of histidine production is found to be associated with an unusually low level of production of other amino acids 
C. others of the closely related group of plants are also found to produce histidine in large quantities 
D. cultivation of the herb in soil with high concentrations of the metals will, over an extended period, make the soil suitable for plants to which the metals are toxic 
E. the concentration of histidine in the growing herb declines as the plant approaches maturity
Answer: C

Explanation: This is a classic cause/effect scenerio, repeated often on the GMAT. In this case, the possible cause is Histidine, leading to the effect of survival of the plant. But there is another key clue in this stimulus--that this herb is one of a family of herbs. That is a shift in scope, which indicates an assumption in the argument. The correct answer, we can predict, must therefore establish whether histidine is a possible explanation for not only the one herb but also its cousins, or whether something else about the family of plants aside from histidine is a likely cause. 

For that reason, C will help us. If all of the family produces histidine, and all live in metal-rich soil, our explanation is highly plausible. However, if some of the species are living in the same toxic soil without histidine, the claim that this one plant requires the amino acid becomes suspect.
262. The pace of new technology brings a constant stream of new devices to the market and many of them enjoy commercial success. But analysts warn that announcing new technology too soon after the introduction of a successful device can backfire: consumers may resent feeling pressured to spend money to replace a device they have just purchased, even if the new technology is clearly superior. The result is that consumers either do not buy the old device in anticipation of the new one, or they do not buy the new device out of resentment over having already spent their money on the old one. So if a company wishes to introduce a new device, it should wait until purchases of the old device have begun to decline. 

Which of the following, if true, would best support the claims made above? 
A. New technology often becomes less expensive after an initial surge in sales. 
B. Media outlets such as television and magazines often report on the planned introduction of new devices while sales of old devices are still strong. 
C. Consumers are usually able to determine whether new technology is superior to current technology. 
D. Surveys have shown that consumers prefer to make only one or two technology purchases per year. 
E. Consumers tend to be loyal to technology companies whose products they enjoy using.
Answer: B

Explanation: If it’s true that media outlets often report on the planned introduction of the new device while sales for the old device are strong, then the idea that consumers will halt their purchase of the current device in anticipation of the new device is strengthened since the consumers are now aware of the upcoming device. And the argument that a company should wait until purchases of the old device begin to decline is thereby strengthened since the company's revenues will be hurt if consumers halt their purchase of the device that is currently in the market. 

Choice A brings up a fact that is nice for the consumers. But it doesn't really effect the company's strategic planning as to when they should introduce the new device. 
For choice D: first of all, we don't know specific timelines here, so we can't attach any significance to "per year". If the technology in question is something that is bought in 3-5 year cycles, then choice D is pretty much irrelevant. Also it says "one or two" instead of "one".
263. To meet growing energy needs in Ibernia, companies built more energy plants that burn oil, coal, and natural gas. To limit carbon dioxide emissions and encourage the development of "green" energy, the Ibernian governmental recently imposed a carbon tax that directly affects the newly built plants. We should therefore expect to see more money and innovation in the development of alternative energy and a decrease in the country's reliance on fossil fuels. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?  

(A) The plants that burn oil, coal, and natural gas can easily be converted so that they use "green" energy.  

(B) The carbon tax will lead to the closure of many of the plants that burn oil, coal, and natural gas.  

(C) Ibernia's energy needs will continue to grow even if the carbon tax results in higher energy costs.  

(D) Ibernia's reliance on fossil fuels is likely to cause the country to fall behind its neighbors in efforts to develop "green" energy.  

(E) The cost of developing alternative energy is less than the cost to existing energy plants of the government's carbon tax.  
Answer: E

Explanation: This is an assumption question. The argument concludes that, as a result of taxes on newly built plants, companies will put more money into developing alternative energy sources. The underlying assumption is that the tax is substantial enough so that developing new technologies is a cheaper alternative to sticking with the newly built plants and paying the taxes. If you identify the assumption, you don't need to analyze each choice, as choice (E) neatly wraps up the link between the two sentences in the passage. (E) is the correct choice.

264. The stated goal of the government’s funding program for the arts is to encourage the creation of works of artistic excellence. Senator Beton claims, however, that a government-funded artwork can never reflect the independent artistic conscience of the artist because artists, like anyone else who accepts financial support, will inevitably try to please those who control the distribution of that support. Senator Beton concludes that government funding of the arts not only is a burden on taxpayers but also cannot lead to the creation of works of true artistic excellence. 

Which one of the following is an assumption on which Senator Beton’s argument is based? 
(A) Most taxpayers have little or no interest in the creation of works of true artistic excellence. 
(B) Government funding of the arts is more generous than other financial support most artists receive. 
(C) Distribution of government funds for the arts is based on a broad agreement as to what constitutes artistic excellence. 
(D) Once an artist has produced works of true artistic excellence, he or she will never accept government funding. 
(E) A contemporary work of art that does not reflect the independent artistic conscience of the artist cannot be a work of true artistic excellence.
Answer: E

Explanation: The argument can be reduced to this paraphrase: "because government-funded artwork can't reflect independent artistic conscience, government funding cannot lead to creation of works with artistic excellence" or "because no ind. art consc., no artistic excellence." 

This is actually a common form of argument: "because no A, no B". In this kind of argument, the arguer is assuming that A is necessary for B. Here, the "A" is independent artistic conscience and the B is (true) artistic excellence. So, the author is assuming that independent artistic conscience is necessary for (true) artistic excellence. If we went into the answer choices with this prediction and then scanned for a match, choice E clearly matches.
265. The local agricultural official gave the fruit growers of the District 10 Farmers' Cooperative a new pesticide that they applied for a period of three years in their pear orchards in place of the pesticide they had formerly applied. During those three years, the Proportion of pears lost to insects was significantly iess-than it had been during the previous three-year period. On the basis of these results, the official concluded that the new pesticide was more effective than the old pesticide, at least in the short term, in limiting the loss of certain fruit to insects.

The official's conclusion is most strongly supported if which one of the following groups of trees did not show a reduction in losses of fruit to insects? 

(A) Peach trees grown in the district that were treated with the new pesticide instead of the old Pesticide 

(B) Peach trees grown in the district that were treated with the new pesticide in addition to the old Pesticide 

(C) Pear trees grown in the district those were treated with the old pesticide instead of the new pesticide 

(D) Pear trees grown in a neighboring district that were treated with neither the old nor the new pesticide 

(E) Pear trees grown in the district that were treated with the new pesticide instead of the old Pesticide

Answer: C

Explanation: First of all, the scope of the argument is pear trees and not peach trees, so we can eliminate choices A and B immediately (i.e., without having to read them). We are looking to bolster the argument that it was the new pesticide that was the cause of the trees being less vulnerable to insect damage. The stem is specific here: we need to figure out how to strengthen the argument by thinking about a group of trees that are still vulnerable to insect damage. Well, if we want to strengthen the idea that the new pesticides are the thing making pear trees less vulnerable to insect damage, then a choice that shows that without the pesticides the trees are still vulnerable to insects would do the trick--that's choice C.
266. Twenty percent of the stores in Morganville's downtown shopping district will fail within five years because they will be competing directly with the Savemart discount department store newly opened in East Morganville. The downtown shopping district has lost business at this rate before and has always completey rebounded. Confidence that it will rebound again from the losses it is now about to suffer is ill founded, however, because _____________________ 

A) the stores likely to be put out of business by direct competition from Savemart are the downton shopping district's anchor stores, on whose ability to draw shoppers many of the other downtown stores depend 

B) the bus line that has long connected the downtown area of Morganville with East Morganville has a tradition of carrying shoppers who reside in East Morganville into downtown Morganville to shop 

C) when the downtown shopping district has rebounded before, the business premises of a failed business were typically taken over by a business of the same kind as had been there before 

D) Savemart's business plan for the East Morganville store is based on earning low profits, if any, during the first 5 years of store's existence 

E) it is conceivable that the downtown shopping district could shrink substantially without collapsing altogether 

Answer: A

Explanation: We need to find an answer choice that works as a reason supporting the argument that this time the downtown district will not be able to rebound. If choice D is true--if the new competitor's business plan (i.e., Savemart's business plan) is based on making low profits in the first five years--then it suggests that the downtown district WILL be able to rebound. So, choice D does the opposite of what we want. On the other hand, if choice A is true, then there is a unique reason for believing that this time the Downtown district won't be able to rebound.
267. Though sucking zinc lozenges has been promoted as a treatment for the common cold, research has revealed no consistent effect. Recently, however, a zinc gel applied nasally has been shown to greatly reduce the duration of colds. Since the gel contains zinc in the same form and concentration as the lozenges, the greater effectiveness of the gel must be due to the fact that cold viruses tend to concentrate in the nose, not the mouth. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 

A Experimental subjects who used the zinc gel not only had colds of shorter duration but also had less severe symptoms than did those who used a gel that did not contain zinc. 

B The mechanism by which zinc affects the viruses that cause the common cold has not been conclusively established. 

C To make them palatable, zinc lozenges generally contain other ingredients, such as citric acid, that can interfere with the chemical activity of zinc. 

D No zinc-based cold remedy can have any effect unless it is taken or applied within 48 hours of the initial onset of cold symptoms. 

E Drug-company researchers experimenting with a nasal spray based on zinc have found that it has much the same effect on colds as the gel does. 

Answer: C

Explanation: 

What is the phenomenon? That in one mode of administration (lozenges), zinc produces no consistent beneficial effect while in another mode of administration (gel), it does. 

What is the explanation? That something about the cold virus (its congregation in the nose) makes gel more effective than lozenges. 

What is the author assuming? That there are no other explanations for this phenomenon. (in all "explain the phenomenon" arguments, this is the central assumption). 

How do we weaken? The way we weaken is by finding an answer choice that attacks the assumption. How do we attack the assumption that "there are no other explanations"? Simple: by finding an answer choice that suggests there is an alternative explanation. Here, we would be looking for something that suggests that something else (something besides the cold virus' congregation in the nose) explains why zinc gels are more effective than zinc lozenges. Because choice C tells us that zinc lozenges generally contain other ingredients, it could be that the difference in consistent beneficial effect between the modes of administration (lozenge vs gel) is due to the fact that the gel contains these other ingredients. And, it doesn't matter that these other ingredients interfere with zinc: the gels might be more effective because of the other ingredients such as citric acid; that is, the zinc gels' greater effectiveness might not have anything to do with zinc at all. In that case, choice C clearly weakens the argument.
268. Psychologists who wish to have one of their book review nominated for the prestigious Boatwright Psychology Review award should not submit book review articles that review more than three books at a time. This is because editors for the Boatwright Psychology Review will not publish a book review article if it is too lengthy and cumbersome to read. In their submission guidelines, the editors explicitly state that review articles that cover more than three books at a time are considered too lengthy and cumbersome to read. 

Which of the following statements represents an assumption upon which the argument relies? 

A) The book reviews articles that covers the most books must be the lengthiest and most cumbersome article to read. 

B) If a book review article is published in the Boatwright Psychology Review, that article will receive the prestigious Boatwright Psychology Review award. 

C) All articles published in the Boatwright Psychology Review must be limited to a certain length specified by the editors. 

D) The Boatwright Psychology Review editors generally prefer book review articles that cover one book rather than books. 

E) To be nominated for the Boatwright Psychology Review award, a psychologist's book review article must be published in the Boatwright Psychology Review. 

Answer: E

Explanation:

Conclusion: Psychologists who wish to have one of their book review nominated for the prestigious Boatwright Psychology Review award should not submit book review articles that review more than three books at a time. 

Premise 1: editors for the Boatwright Psychology Review will not publish a book review article if it is too lengthy and cumbersome to read. 

Premise 2: The editors explicitly state that review articles that cover more than three books at a time are considered too lengthy and cumbersome to read. 

Book to be nominated for review---Should not exceed more than 3 books at time. 

To publish a book review-----should not be too lengthy 

Too lengthy----are the ones that cover more than 3 books. 

Connecting all above three, we see that 

In order to be nominated for the review award, article must be published. 

E Correctly states this assumption.
269. The population of desert tortoises in Targland’s Red Desert has declined, partly because they are captured for sale as pets and partly because people riding all-terrain vehicles have damaged their habitat. Targland plans to halt this population decline by blocking the current access routes into the desert and announcing new regulations to allow access only on foot. Targland’s officials predict that these measures will be adequate, since it is difficult to collect the tortoises without a vehicle. 

Which of the following would it be most important to establish in order to evaluate the officials’ prediction? 
A. Whether possessing the tortoises as pets remains legally permissible in Targland 
B. Whether Targland is able to enforce the regulations with respect to all-terrain vehicle entry at points other than the current access routes 
C. Whether the Red Desert tortoises are most active during the day or at night 
D. Whether people who travel on foot in the Red Desert often encounter the tortoises 
E. Whether the Targland authorities held public hearings before restricting entry by vehicle into the Red Desert
Answer: B

Explanation: Relevant information questions are really hybrid strengthen/weaken questions. The correct answer will be a question with 2 possible answers: one answer will strengthen the argument, the other will weaken it. The wrong choices will all be outside the scope, i.e. the answers to their questions are all irrelevant. 
Here, (B) is the only relevant question. 
If Targland can enforce the regs for all-terrain vehicles, then it will be harder to capture the tortoises and the plan should work. 
If Targland can't enforce the regs for all-terrain vehicles, then people can still ATV into the desert to pick up the poor critters and the plan will likely fail. 
Accordingly, whether Targland can enforce the regs for ATVs is relevant and (B) is correct.
TestLuv’s Explanation:

One potential point of confusion is that choice B discusses "entry points other than the current access routes" while the argument discusses blocking current access routes. This does not at all make choice B outside the scope. Instead, this is actually very relevant to determining whether the plan will work: The prediction that the plan will work simply assumes that people won't be able to circumvent the currently blocked off routes by entering through entry points other than the current access routes. 

If people are able to come in through entry points other than the current access routes, then the plan won't likely work, and the prediction is weakened. And, if people aren't able to come in through entry points other than the current access routes, the plan is more likely to work, and the prediction that it will work is strengthened. Thus, choice B is relevant.
270. A major chemical spill occurred five years ago at Baker’s Beach, the world’s sole nesting ground for Merrick sea turtles, and prevented nearly all the eggs laid that year from hatching. Yet the number of adult female Merricks returning to lay their eggs at Baker’s Beach has actually increased somewhat since five years ago. Clearly, environmentalists’ prediction that the world’s Merrick population would decline as a result of the spill has proven unfounded. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the argument offered in refutation of the environmentalists’ prediction? 
A. The chemical spill five years ago occurred at a time when there were neither Merrick sea turtles nor Merrick sea turtle eggs on Baker’s Beach. 
B. Female Merrick sea turtles begin returning to Baker’s Beach to lay their eggs when they are ten years old. 
C. Under normal conditions, only a small proportion of hatchling female Merrick sea turtles survive in the ocean until adulthood and return to lay their eggs at Baker’s Beach. 
D. Environmental pressures unrelated to the chemical spill have caused a significant decline in the population of one of the several species of sea birds that prey on Merrick sea turtle eggs. 
E. After the chemical spill, an environmental group rejected a proposal to increase the Merrick sea turtle population by transferring eggs from Baker’s Beach to nearby beaches that had not been affected by the spill.
Answer: B

Explanation: The refutation of the prediction that turtle population wasn't negatively impacted is based off the current number of turtles returning to lay eggs. If B is true, then the current number of returning is irrelevant; we're concerned about the number of turtles who will return 10 years after the spill, which is still 5 years off in the future. 
Since B makes us question the relevance of the refutation's evidence, it weakens the refutation.
271. Parland’s alligator population has been declining in recent years, primarily because of hunting. Alligators prey heavily on a species of freshwater fish that is highly valued as food by Parlanders, who had hoped that the decline in the alligator population would lead to an increase in the numbers of these fish available for human consumption. Yet the population of this fish species has also declined, even though the annual number caught for human consumption has not increased. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the decline in the population of the fish species? 
A. The decline in the alligator population has meant that fishers can work in some parts of lakes and rivers that were formerly too dangerous. 
B. Over the last few years, Parland’s commercial fishing enterprises have increased the number of fishing boats they use. 
C. Many Parlanders who hunt alligators do so because of the high market price of alligator skins, not because of the threat alligators pose to the fish population. 
D. During Parland’s dry season, holes dug by alligators remain filled with water long enough to provide a safe place for the eggs of this fish species to hatch. 
E. In several neighboring countries through which Parland’s rivers also flow, alligators are at risk of extinction as a result of extensive hunting.
Answer: D

Explanation: Because it uses the word "explain", we can tell from the question stem (which we should always read first) that this is a paradox question (the stimulus does not present an argument; instead the stimulus presents 2 or more facts out of whose combination arises a paradox). 
In paradox questions, we look for a contrast keyword such as "yet", "but", "however" etc. Such a word will center the paradox; oftentimes by putting the fact that comes before "yet" together with the fact that comes after "yet" we will grip the paradox. 
Another term for "paradox" is just "surprise". 

If we look at the stimulus, we see the first word of the last sentence is "yet". Therefore, we can comprehend the paradox by contrasting the fact that comes before "yet" against the fact that comes after "yet". The paradox is: the alligators eat the fish and yet when the Parlanders kill the alligators there are fewer (not more) fish! This is indeed surprising. 
Now, we go to the answer choices searching for one that will resolve the paradox, relieve our surprise. 

Choice D resolves the paradox: it tells us that, by killing off the alligators, the Parlanders are actually decreasing the likelihood that the fish eggs will hatch. (The alligators dig holes that allow the fish eggs to thrive; ironically, the alligators help to sustain the fish population, even though they themselves eat the fish).
272. Technology that enables drivers to pay tolls automatically, using a small device mounted to their cars, has become increasingly popular. Economists compared the toll rates in places using automated collection with those that collect tolls manually. They found that automated collection is associated with toll rate increases 20 to 40 percent higher than in places using manual collection. This difference may be due to the costs associated with the technology. However, another study showed that manually collected tolls increased the least during election years, while automatic tolls showed no such pattern. 

Which of the following hypotheses is best supported by the statements given?  

(A) Despite lower increases, manual toll collection is much more expensive than is automated collection.  

(B) Rates where tolls are manually collected are less politically motivated than rates where tolls are automatically collected.  

(C) Politicians seeking reelection try to keep manually collected tolls low in order to garner favor with their constituents, while they do not make the same effort with automatically collected tolls.  

(D) In the years following election years, manually collected tolls increase more than do automatically collected tolls.  

(E) As voters grow accustomed to automatically collected tolls, they will associate those rates with their elected officials, so politicians seeking reelection will attempt to limit those rate increases, as well.  
Answer: C

Explanation: This is an inference question. There are two key findings in the passage: that automated toll rates are higher than manually collected toll rates, and that manually collected tolls do not increase as much during election years as other years. The inference (or conclusion) in the correct choice will likely have something to do with one of those. Consider each one: 

(A) This contradicts the claim in the passage, and there is no evidence to support it. 
(B) If anything, this is opposite of what we're looking for. The final sentence of the passage suggests that manually collected toll rates may be politically motivated, while automatic tolls are not. This statement claims the opposite. 
(C) This is correct. It is the most likely explanation of the election-year distinction, and the distinction in election years between manually collected tolls and automated tolls. 
(D) This may or may not be true. We know that manual toll rates increase more in non-election years than in election years, but not how those rates compare to automated tolls in the same years. 
(E) This statement may be true, but it goes far beyond the claims made in the passage. Thus it is not a reasonable inference to make. 
273. Sunflowers growing in pots were placed, with their roots submerged, in the pond contaminated with radioactive elements. The sunflowers kept growing; in the process, they absorbed radioactive elements. Within twelve days, 85 percent of the radioactive elements were removed from the water, which is no less than can be accomplished with the much more expensive conventional filtration techniques. Scientists therefore propose using sunflowers for decontamination wherever there are radioactively contaminated ponds. 

Which of the following, if true, points to a limitation on the applicability of the proposed method of decontamination? 
A. Some plants other than sunflowers can also remove radioactive elements from water. 
B. The water in many ponds contaminated with radioactive elements is so cold that it would kill sunflowers whose roots were submerged in it. 
C. Sunflowers that grow with their roots submerged in water grow less well than sunflowers growing under optimal conditions on dry land. 
D. Only species of sunflowers with large leaves can have their roots submerged in water and still keep growing. 
E. In ponds in which the circulation of the water is artificially increased, sunflowers absorb radioactive elements far faster than they do in other ponds.
Answer: B
Explanation: The question asks us for a fact that would point to a limitation in the applicability of the method. Choice D limits the method to using sunflowers with large leaves. But choice D neither suggests nor establishes that sunflowers with large leaves are lacking in supply. Also, choice D does not suggest that sunflowers in general are lacking in supply. Thus, choice D does not necessarily point to a limitation in the applicability of the method. 

On the other hand, choice B necessarily points to a limitation in the applicability of the method. Thus, choice B satisfies the conditions of the question while choice D, along with the rest of the choices, do not. Thus, there is only one answer that necessarily satisfies the conditions of the question.
274. Investigators concluded that human failure was not responsible for the fatal airplane crash last August, and since that time new and more stringent rules for identifying and reporting mechanical problems have been in effect. That accounts for the fact that reports of airplane mechanical problems have increased in frequency by 50 percent since last August. 

Which one of the following is an assumption underlying the argument in the passage? 
(A) Airplane travel is still relatively safe, despite the increase in reported mechanical problems. 
(B) Mechanical problems in airplanes have increased dramatically since last August. 
(C) Mechanical problems in airplanes have not increased by 50 percent since last August. 
(D) Airlines are less reluctant to report mechanical problems than they previously were. 
(E) Mechanical problems in airplanes have become easier to detect since last August.
Answer: C

Explanation: The phenomenon: reports of problems have increased. The explanation: more stringent rules for identifying and reporting mechanical problems. The assumption: no other explanations. 
Choice C: if you deny it, the argument clearly falls apart. If we deny Choice C we have: mechanical problems have increased. If mechanical problems have increased then it suggests that the increase in reporting of mechanical problems is due to the fact there ARE more mechanical problems (rather than being due to the fact that reporting procedures are now more stringent.) Thus, the author's argument depends on choice C. 
Choice D uses the word "reluctance". Here's a tip: choices that talk about people's motivations, biases, preferences, etc are almost always wrong (unless the argument is specifically about someone's motivations, biases, preferences, etc.)
275. In Australia the population that is of driving age has grown larger over the last five years, but the annual number of traffic fatalities has declined' This leads to the conclusion that, overall, the driving-age population of Australia consists of more skillful drivers now than five years ago. 


Each of the statements below, if true, weakens the argument EXCEPT: 
(A) Three years ago, a mandatory seat-belt law went into effect throughout Australia
(B) Five years ago, Australia began a major road repair project. 
(C) Because of increases in the price of fuel, Australians on average drive less each year than in the preceding year. 
(D) The number of hospital emergency facilities in Australia has doubled in the last five years' 
(E) In response to an increase in traffic fatalities, Australia instituted a program of mandatory driver education five years ago.
Answer: E

Explanation: This is another explain the phenomenon or cause of the effect argument (these kinds of arguments are very common in strengthen/weaken questions). 
The phenomenon: more drivers but fewer fatalities.
The author's explanation: drivers are now more skillful.
The assumption: there are no other explanations (this is always the assumption in explain the phenomenon arguments: 

How to weaken? By finding a choice that attacks this assumption--- a choice will attack this assumption by opening up the possibility of an alternative explanation. 
This is an EXCEPT question, so we need to eliminate four choices. 
Choices A, B, and C clearly point to alternative explanations. 
Choice D is trickier but it is telling us that instead of drivers being more skillful, the victim of any particular car accident is more likely to be rescued (because there are more emergency facilities). Thus, choice D also points to an alternative explanation. 
Choice E doesn't point to an alternative explanation. Instead it supports the author's explanation. If there are more mandatory driver education programs than there used to be, then it bolsters his argument that drivers are now more skilled. 

276. Archaeologist: A skeleton of a North American mastodon that became extinct at the peak of the Ice Age was recently discovered. It contains a human-made projectile dissimilar to any found in that part of Eurasia closest to North America. Thus, since Eurasians did not settle in North America until shortly before the peak of the Ice Age, the first Eurasian settlers in North America probably came from a more distant part of Eurasia. 

Which one of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the archaeologist’s argument? 
(A) The projectile found in the mastodon does not resemble any that were used in Eurasia before or during the Ice Age. 
(B) The people who occupied the Eurasian area closest to North America remained nomadic throughout the Ice Age. 
(C) The skeleton of a bear from the same place and time as the mastodon skeleton contains a similar projectile. 
(D) Other North American artifacts from the peak of the Ice Age are similar to ones from the same time found in more distant parts of Eurasia. 
(E) Climatic conditions in North America just before the Ice Age were more conducive to human habitation than were those in the part of Eurasia closest to North America at that time.
Answer: A

Explanation: Because the assumption bridges the gap between the ideas in the evidence and the idea in the conclusion, the classic Kaplan method involves looking for ideas that are differentially present in conclusion and evidence. 
Notice a big idea in the evidence is this whole “projectile” business: 
"it is a simple premise and conclusion structure. 
Premise: projectile did not resemble to any projectile found in the part of Eurasia closest to America. 
But notice this idea or term "projectile" is NOT in the conclusion: 
Conclusion: First Eurasian settlers in North America came from distant part of Eurasia. 

Thus, the arguer is definitely assuming something about projectiles: 
Assumption: Projectile found resembled the projectile in distant part of Eurasia.

We weaken arguments by finding a choice that attacks the assumption. In order to attack the assumption, an answer choice has to be within the scope of the argument (since the assumption is always within the scope of the argument). Accordingly, the correct answer almost certainly has to have the term “projectile” in it. A quick scan of the answer choices reveals that only choices A and C have the term “projectile” in them. And choice C is definitely outside the scope, so choose A...done!
277. According to a recent research study, more than 90% percent of graduates of private high schools in a certain county continue their education in college. By contrast, only 65% of graduates of public high schools subsequently pursue college education. Therefore, if parents in the county wish to increase the likelihood that their children will attend college, they should send them to private rather than public schools. 

Which of the following statements would most seriously weaken the argument above? 

A) Graduates of private schools typically score higher on standardized tests and other tests of academic achievement. 

B) While private schools are typically very expensive, attendance of public school is free for the residents of the county. 

C) In comparison with graduates of private schools, a substantially greater proportion of public school graduates receive need-based financial aid for their college education. 

D) In comparison with private schools, public schools provide more opportunities for student involvement in sports and other athletic activities, which almost always increase the likelihood of students' acceptance to colleges. 

E) Since most public schools are located in rural areas of the county populated primarily by farmers, nearly 30% of students from public high schools choose to pursue farming occupations rather than apply to colleges.

Answer: E

Explanation: Well, even if choice D is true, we still know it's also true that only 65% of students from public schools go on to college (while 90% from private schools do.) Choice D does not negate this fact. Let's say choice D weren't true (denial test): if public schools didn't provide these extra opportunities, then, the fraction of students from public schools going on to college would surely be less than 65%, maybe around 40 or 50 percent. But with these extra opportunities that choice D discusses, this percentage goes up to 65%. But 65% is still less than 90%. (This is what MGMAT's explanation means when it says that the study has already factored this in.) 

So, choice D is a common kind of wrong answer in weaken questions. It's an answer choice that tempts you to put less weight on evidence discussed in the passage. But evidence in the passage is always true. So in weaken, avoid choices that you think are contradicting stated evidence. 

In order to weaken an argument, we need to attack its reasoning, not the facts on which the argument is built. 

Choice E, in contrast to choice D, attacks the author's reasoning: The author assumes that the reason fewer public school kids go on to college is because of the inferior education that students receive at public schools. Choice E effectively attacks this assumption by establishing that many public school kids don't go on to college because of choice (rather than an inferior education).
278. Because of rising costs, United Shipping Company raised its rates by ten percent last year. Many of its customers balked at the increase, however, and turned to a rival company whose rates were lower. In response, United Shipping Company began offering a package of services for a single rate that, though high, is still lower than the combined rates of the individual services. Officers of the company claim that this move will recoup the company's lost profits. 

Which of the following, if true, provides the best basis for the officers' claim? 

A) United Shipping will aggressively advertise the new package of services. 

B) United Shipping's rival does not offer some of the services included in the package. 

C) Marketing studies have shown that many of United Shipping's former customers would prefer a combined rate for their various shipping services. 

D) United Shipping does not already offer all the services separately. 

E) No other shipping company offers the same package of services as United Shipping. 

Answer: C

Explanation: The argument isn't that by providing new services, United Shipping will draw customers away from its competitors. Instead, the argument is that by packaging up multiple services that customers of other companies are already paying for individually, United Shipping can offer up an on-the-whole cheaper value proposition. (This is also why, incidentally, choice C is correct).
279. Zoologist: Meerkats are desert mammals that live in groups and are believed to exhibit altruistic behavior. While the group is foraging, a single meerkat will stand guard, keeping watch for predators and giving loud warning cries when danger appears. However, this behavior is not true altruism: Meerkats on guard duty do not face a greater risk of being killed, and solitary meerkats will also stand guard. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the reasoning in the zoologist's argument?

(A) Some meerkat populations are nomadic and rarely return to the same place to find food.

(B) The degree to which an activity may lead to immediate death is not the only determinant of altruism.

(C) Several desert species prey on meerkats, and meerkats are most at risk when they are foraging for food, even if one of the group stands guard.

(D) A solitary meerkat who stands guard may be part of a group except for when it forages for food.

(E) When meerkats stand guard, they forego opportunities to forage for food even though others in the group may not share food with them.

Answer: E

Explanation: The argument in question is that meerkats are not acting in an altruistic manner when they stand on guard duty, because guard duty does not put them at greater risk of being killed. The underlying assumption is that the risk of being killed on guard duty is the only way in which this behavior could be considered altruistic. An alternative reason to consider the behavior altruistic would provide a weakener. Consider each choice:

(A) This is irrelevant, as it has nothing to do with the behavior of meerkats on guard duty.

(B) In general terms, this addresses the assumption, but it doesn't give us any concrete reason why the meerkat may be altruistic. 

(C) This choice suggests that foraging for food is risky for meerkats, but as the passage claims, guard duty does not pose a greater risk. 

(D) This is irrelevant. We are concerned with the possible altruism of meerkats. This choice only tells us when meerkats affiliate with others. 

(E) This is correct. It describes a risk to meerkats who stand guard, in that by standing guard, they may miss out on opportunities to eat for themselves. That's a danger apart from the risk of being killed by a predator.
280. Unprecedented industrial growth in the country of Remo has created serious environmental problems because factories there lack adequate pollution-control systems. Remo is developing a clean growth plan that includes environmental regulations that will require the installation of such systems. Since no companies in Remo currently produce pollution-control systems, the plan, if implemented, will create significant opportunities for foreign exporters to market pollution-control systems. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 

A. The clean growth plan will provide tax incentives for local businesses to develop and manufacture pollution-control devices. 

B. Foreign exporters would provide factory-trained technicians to maintain the pollution-control systems sold to Remo. 

C. Industrial lobbyists sponsored by local businesses in Remo are trying to prevent the implementation of the government regulations. 

D. The regulations that Remo plans to implement are much less strict than those in neighboring nations. 

E. Pollution in Remo has caused serious health problems for workers, contributing to a significant increase in the number of workdays lost to illness. 

Answer: A

Explanation: Remember to focus on the correct answer. It is a mistake to think that you have to give every answer choice attention, and that you have to figure out why every wrong answer is wrong. We get rewarded for announcing the correct answer--not for articulating why the wrong answers are wrong. 

Choice C is wrong because the author's argument only comes into effect IF the plan is implemented (last sentence of the argument). 

Choice D is an irrelevant comparison. We don't know the situation in neighboring countries, so we can't judge the relevance of fact D. Also, again, the author's argument only comes into play IF the plan is implemented.
