Reading Comprehension

· Reading time: About 3 to 4 minutes.

· Paraphrase each Paragraph in one line or a few words

· Paragraph 1: Paraphrase

· Paragraph 2: Paraphrase and so on…
· Topic: Usually in the first or 2nd sentence. General description of the subject matter. 1st Paragraph.
· Scope: Narrow down the scope from the topic (general description)

· Look for Topic and Scope in the first few lines of the passage.

· Purpose: What is the author trying to do? Why is he writing this and what is his main point. This could potentially fit into 6 different categories

· To Rebut: going against common beliefs (challenge someone’s ideas)
· To Compare and contrast: Similarities and differences

· To Advocate: Trying to prove/recommend something

· To Describe: Talk more about something – Facts and features. No judgments made. Totally objective in the passage.
· To Analyze: Cause and effect

· To critique: Author wants to evaluate success and failures of a policy – Evaluate is to assess if something is good or bad.

· To Explain: Why something happened? Or occurred.
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Topic: What is the topic about?





Scope: What about the topic is the author interested in?





Purpose: What is the author trying to do in the passage?








