Critical reasoning
Types of CR Questions
1. Must Be True (what can be inferred/a conclusion)
2. Strengthen Argument
3. Weaken Argument
4. Assumptions
5. Resolve a Paradox
6. Bold Face CR
7. Method of Reasoning
8. Logical Flaw

Also (less common):
9. Conclusion
10. Inference
11. Cause and Effect
12. Numbers and Percents
13. Additional Evidence
14. Similar Reasoning
15. Argument Evaluation
16. Complete the Passage

Notes
Ask yourself: is answer choice NECESSARILY true given the premises of the argument?
Does the answer choice address the KEY FACTOR/DISTINCTION/ASSUMPTIONS in the argument?
· Identify the key factors at the crux of the premises supporting the conclusion, base answer off those factors (strengthen/weaken argument, important to ascertain, best support which conclusion)
· Distinguish between conclusions/positions/explanations/theories, claims, and evidence/data
· Look for keywords to indicate degree of agreement/disagreement
· Note the language in answer choices: tone and probability words (“some”, “likely”, “can”, “always”, “most”)
· Harder CR questions require you to think about precise logical relationships.
· E.g. the converse of a logical relationship expressed in the prompt: if A  B then is ~B  ~A ?
· For quantity-related questions (revenues, profits, # of TVs manufactured, # of imports, etc), look for the relationship between the different quantities given. What quantities determine the output?

Common traps
Similar phrasing trap: avoid answer choice that is phrased to SOUND similar to the stimulus, but is just SLIGHTLY untrue. You want the answer that is the MOST LOGICALLY TRUE, not necessarily the one that SOUNDS most similar to the question phrasing.
Out of scope answer trap: cross out any answer choices that are IRRELEVANT to the factors presented in the question. The correct answer must lie within the scope of the assumptions you are given.
Opposite answer trap: don’t accidentally pick the answer that actually answers the opposite of what the question asks
Oversimplification, incorrect assumption of causality trap: answer choices that make overly broad assumptions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading comprehension
· What is the logical assumption/crux of what it asks? Go for that, not what superficially sounds relevant in words used.
· What is KEY LOGICAL role of the phrase in question in the CONTEXT of the immediate text surrounding it? Look to UNDERLYING LOGICAL RELATIONSHIP/PURPOSE
· Avoid trap of choosing answer with WORDING SIMILARITY.
Specific words can be key distinction. E.g. “REMAINED in the hands of the British”can infer British previously annexed islands. Producing nutmeg =/= harvesting nutmeg tree.
· sloppiness, didn’t go back to passage to find specific sentences relating to an answer choice (host cats are necessary to reproduce)
Wording in correct answer choice “incapable” is too strong. Indicates it is the standout & correct answer.
· Subtle point: noticed toxoplasma were not described as lethal but ignored that inconsistency, selecting wrong of 2 remaining most likely answer choices. Second was slightly more general but the “lethal” adjective made the alternative DEFINITELY wrong.
Sentence correction
· Remember there must be AT LEAST ONE grammatical error with every single wrong choice, even if they "sound" right
· Most common errors:
· Incorrect subject assignments (“their”/”it” refers to nothing), 
· modifier error (usage of whose/which/where) 
· subject-verb agreement
· quantities (fewer vs. less) 
· parallelism
