Reading comprehension
	Jacob Burckhardt’s view that Renaissance
European women “stood on a footing of perfect
equality” with Renaissance men has been repeatedly cited by feminist scholars as a prelude to their presentation of rich historical evidence of women’s inequality. In striking contrast to Burckhardt, Joan Kelly in her famous 1977 essay, “Did Women Have a Renaissance?” argued that the Renaissance was a period of economic and social decline for women relative both to Renaissance men and to medieval women. Recently, however, a significant trend
among feminist scholars has entailed a rejection
of both Kelly’s dark vision of the Renaissance and Burckhardt’s rosy one. Many recent works by these scholars stress the ways in which differences among Renaissance women—especially in terms of social status and religion—work to complicate the kinds of generalizations both Burckhardt and Kelly made on the basis of their observations about upper-class Italian women.
The trend is also evident, however, in works focusing on those middle- and upper-class European women whose ability to write gives them disproportionate representation in the historical record. Such women were, simply by virtue of their literacy, members of a tiny minority of the population, so it is risky to take their descriptions of their experiences as typical of “female experience” in any general sense. Tina Krontiris, for example, in her fascinating study of six Renaissance women writers, does tend at times to conflate “women” and “women writers,” assuming that women’s gender, irrespective of other social differences, including literacy, allows us to view women as a homogeneous social group and make that group an object of analysis. Nonetheless, Krontiris makes a significant contribution to the field and is representative of those authors who offer what might be called a
cautiously optimistic assessment of Renaissance
women’s achievements, although she also stresses the social obstacles Renaissance women faced when they sought to raise their “oppositional voices.” Krontiris is concerned to show women intentionally negotiating some power for themselves (at least in the realm of public discourse) against potentially constraining ideologies, but in her sober and thoughtful concluding remarks, she suggests that such verbal opposition to cultural stereotypes was highly circumscribed; women seldom attacked the basic assumptions in the ideologies that
oppressed them.
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D – misread the first sentence of the 2nd paragraph. Trend alludes to rejection of both Burckhardt and Kelly.

C - The author suggests that Krontiris may have erred in taking her six subjects as representative of all women during the Renaissance, not that she made any misinterpretations of their actual writing.






Marcus Garvey - scholars believe which to be true?
B: had to change prevailing attitudes
D. hoped to revitalize consciousness of cultural and historical identity in the African American community
Other answers similar in that they all imply EXISTING consciousness among African Americans. B is unique and gets at crux of what question assumes, that Marcus Garvey CREATED it despite lack of prevailing attitudes. 





The passage indicates all of the following concerning Mexico’s current demographics EXCEPT: 
a) Due to the government’s family-planning campaign, Mexico’s population is currently diminishing.
b) On average, Mexican women of a generation ago gave birth to more than twice as many children as do Mexican women today.
c) Many Mexicans still migrate to the United States in search of work.
d) As a result of declining birth rates, Mexico’s population is aging.
e) A healthy middle class in Mexico has not yet fully developed.
GROWTH is diminishing, not the population itself. 
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	Measuring more than five feet tall and ten feet long, the Javan rhinoceros is often called the rarest large mammal on earth. Though the habitat of the Javan rhino once extended across southern Asia, now there are fewer than one hundred of the animals in Indonesia and fewer than a dozen in Vietnam. The decline of the species may have progressed too far to be reversed. For centuries, farmers who wished to cultivate the rhino’s habitat viewed the animals as crop-eating pests and shot them on sight; during the colonial period, hunters slaughtered thousands for their horns, as poachers still do today. The surviving Vietnamese herd has diminished to the point that it can no longer maintain the genetic variation necessary for long-term survival. 
The Indonesian herd cannot be used to supplement the Vietnamese population because, in the millions of years since Indonesia separated from the mainland, the two groups have evolved into separate sub-species. The Indonesian rhinos are protected on the Ujung Kulon peninsula, which is unsettled by humans, and still thought to have sufficient genetic diversity to survive. The lack of human disturbance, however, allows mature forests to replace the shrubby vegetation preferred by the animals. Human benevolence may prove little better for these rhinos than past human maltreatment.
	For what purpose does the author include the last sentence of the passage?
a) To demonstrate that the Indonesian herd has better odds of surviving than the Vietnamese herd.
b) To support the contention that the Javan rhino species may not be able to recover from its current state.
c) To establish that farmers and hunters are no longer killing Javan rhinos. 
d) To reinforce the idea that the Indonesian herd of the Javan rhino species will not survive.
e) To illustrate that human benevolence can be just as detrimental to the survival of a species as can human maltreatment.
E is general info that is correct, but not the PURPOSE the author included it. Trap question bc of similar wording.
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The author of the passage discusses Krontiris primarily to provide an example of a writer
who

A. is highly critical of the writings of certain Renaissance women

B. supports Kelly’s view of women’s status during the Renaissance

Your answer

@ C.hasmisinterpreted the works of certain Renaissance women

D. has rejected the views of both Burckhardt and Kelly

E. has studied Renaissance women in a wide variety of social and religious contexts





